1Wo Monuments at Little Rollright, Oxfordshire:
William Blower and the Dixon Family
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Fro} \tudlt,\ hat,t \0 far bun wulntfJ.Jcro of/unI'Tol monummiJ In Oxford\hire parl\h c!wrclll'\ (ml.\ldr (hjort!.
alLhollgh mlmy uotabl, e:mmpltl SUntftlt'. TIm pap",. txammes luro mOllWllnUS at Utllt' Roling"'.
commnlloratmg Wll/lam Blown (d. 1618) and Ihe Jamily oJ Edward D,xon (d. 1660). 711t II/.\Iory of the
Liftl, Rollrig/Ii fllat, i,~ traud. from lis parl1tli mc!owr, try Eyn.\!tam abbe)' to ou·tlt'n/llp b)' a bmnch oj lilt'
Throrkmortml fami(l, il\ purdulSl' by William BlOUIn of London, aud J/\ mhnllanu 011 1m death b) thl' /)'.\011
family of J\rnl U'IIO h,1d Ihl' lordJhip [01' 150 )ran. Bolh 71101111me1lt.~ arf' shou'n to portra)' tli,,,- ,,,b)f(l\ In
U!(l)'J dl'.H'gnfd to mhana the repulation of tht D,xon lam;[). It IJ hoped ,hal this paper "Uly t'11rollragt> Iht'
~lIUL) o[ m01110nnliJ m olher OxfordshlTl' pan\h rlllIrrhl',\, and o[ Ihl' [am/ItI'., Il·ho fTert,d thrm

xfordshire is a county rich in funeral monuments, but scholarly anention has so ri:lI
focu~ed almost exclusivel) on the monuments in Oxford college chapels. Outside
Oxford the coul1lY was 'den!)e squjre'~ countq",' well supplied with gentry familie!) and with
local stone, and elaborate tombs and memOl-ials survive today in many of Oxf()I'dshlle's
parish chur(he~. ome of them are notable works ofcrafLSmanship, but the} have a historical
significan(e as well; each monumel1l presents a carefull) constructed Image of IV, subject,
and a sLUdy of the monument may throw an imeresting light on the person commcmorated.
This paper will consider two funeral monuments in the thancel of the pal'ish church of St
Philip, LiLLie Rolli ighl. The subjects Orbolh or lhem have usually been identified as members
of the Dixon family', who were lords of the manor of Little Rollriglll in the 17th (Cnlllry. The
latet monument, lO the west, does Commemorate Edward Dixon (d, 1660). his two wivc!! and
his child ren, ~, Ith ough he is not buried in the church, The reclining gentleman in annoUt
on the ll10numcm to the east is not a member of the Dixon family. however, but \\'illiam
Blower (d, 1618). a Londoner from wholll the Dixons inherited the estatc, Very lilLlc is
knO\\ n of \\,illiam BIO\. . er. although a plaque on the outside wall of the church records that
he built the church tower in 1617. This papcr aims to U'ace the people and the e\"(~nts \\ hith
led to the construction of these two grand monuments in a small village church.
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In lhe Middle Ages Lillie RolI,-ighl was one or lhe eSlales or E)l1sham abbe). Like mal1~
landm\-ners in north-west Oxfordshire in the late 15th (enlllr), the abbey S3\\ !)hcep-pastllre
as the road 10 rkhes. and in 1·196 the abbot convened 200 a. of arable to pa!lolUrC and ~IJlowed
two messuages to dc('ay. leading to the eviction of20 tenants, A further 200 a, \\'erc clldosed
in 1505 with the dCSlfullion of three mes.,uagcs and the displacement ofanothc r 16 people,:!
rhereaftci Little Rullright was liule more than a hamlet, with its few remaining farmholl',es

I \; Ut:\\dhn . hOiI'W/\lI/7WIJI,.IIh 'II HJ\I-R,!onn,lIw" FnKlami (2IJ(H)), 69.1-"01 a bibhogr.lph, of "'Illng
nn Oxford mnnUllIt'l1I \(:c: p. 31'15 n . 1--1 I hi, papt" - ""e'\ mudllCl Dr. Lle"dhn\ "'urk and I .till h.lpl" III
.It l..'Hl" It-dgt, Ill' dc:bt to hlln
2 I..,. Lt'.lddllllt.'d), rhl' !J",,,,'w,., t)1 hltlo\l",'. IS}"i·}!!' (11'1~);). I. :l~X . :H2
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and cottages, a manor-house and the parish chUl-ch. Its location was less remote than it
appears today, however, as the Great Road from London to \Vorcester passed close by,
following the high ground allhe northern edge of LillIe RoUrighl and bringing all kinds of
travellers, vehicles and liveslOck p3>l the village. John Ogilby's road-map of 1675 shows
Litlle Rollright church as a landmark on the south side of the road. After the dissolution of
Eynsham abbey in 1539 the manor passed rapidly lhrough the hands of royal officials
feathering their nests with monastic estates, until by 1559 it was held by Anthony
Throckmorton, a gentlema n sealed at ChastleLOn three miles awa),.3
Anthony Throckmorton was the eighth and youngest son of Sir George Throckmorton of
Coug hLon, "" arwickshire.'" Needing to make his own way in the world, he had made an
advantageous marriage Lo Katherine, one of the daughters of \Villiam \Villin gton of
Barcheston, Warwickshire, a wea lth y merchant of the Staple. She was already twice
widowed, rnost recently by William Catcsby of ChastieLOn. Katherine's son William Catesby
was still a young child so Anthony moved into the o ld house at Chastleton, and he and
Katherine produced a family of five so ns and four or five daughters. He died in 1587/'
followed by Kathcl'ine who was buried in the church at Chastleton in 1593 and is
commemorated by a brass there.
Anthony Tluockmonon's tenure ofChastlelon had only been by right of his wife, and his
eldest son John therefore inherited Little Rollright but not a great deal else. John had been
admiuecl as a student at the Inner Temple in 1578,6 a conventional step in the education of
a gentleman'S son, and like his father he had also realised the benefits of marriage to a wellendowed widow. In 1581 John 111rockmonon married Julian, widow of Thomas \Vye, a
recently deceased gentleman and former sheriff of Cloucestcrshire. Thomas \Vye had
inherited sevel'al Gloucestershirc manOl'S once held by the \Vhittington family of Over
Lypiau in the parish of Bisley; his widow held a life interest in these estates, and afte l· their
marriage John Throckmorton bought ou t the reversio nar y interests of the Vliye family, sold
ofT copy ho lds and su perfluolls manor-houses, and eventuall y sold most of the manors
themscives. 7 He adopted as his main residence his wife's house at Over LypiatL, a large SlOne
house with two courts, a gatchouse range, chapel , o utbuildings and a park (th e hOllse was
ex tensive ly re modelled in the early) 9th century. and is now known as Lypiatt Park}. lie also
contributed to the development of the neal'by tow n of Stroud. building a stone market house
for the town in about 1590. 8
John T hrockmorton also spent some of his time at Liltle Ro llright as an Oxfordshire J P
and landowner. I f his lega l adversaries are to be believed, he was a difficult neighbour, and
his particular enemy was Edward C hadwell of Chippi ng No rton who was himself a
quarrelsome and litigious man. In 1607 J o hn Throckmorton and his servants al leged ly
kidnapped one of Chadwell's men and LOok him back to the manor-house at Little Rollright,
where they kept him in a 'dark chamber' fOI several days and made him drunk in an attempt

3 Tluodmorton presented lO the living in 1559 and had probably purchased the manor by that d.He.
I Ie wa" ccnai nly at Lillie Rollright hy 1571: rl he National An;hives [hereafter TNAJ, C 2/ Eliz. I/C I9··I .
I W.II.· 11.1I'nel· (ed.), Visltalio1/.J oJ lh, Counly of Oxfmdsl/l1f' (1lilrieian Soc. v, 1871), 120.
5 TNA, C 142/364/73; PROB 6/4, [25v. I'here were alleasl two An thony Thmckmortons in the laiC
16th ccnLLIIY and Iheir lives have been connated in the hiograp hy in I~\v. lIasler (cd.), 71U' /low, of
COmmO'lI, 1558-/603 (liist. of I'arl. TruSI, 1981). 189-90. A sewnci AllIhon}' Throckmol-ton. a r~cusanl
1.ondon 1l1C1"ccr, died in 1593, and his widoll. abo Katherine, died in 159-1: TNA. PROB I Ji82 <Iuire 78;
PROS 11 /8'1 quire 69.
(j \\'.11. Cooke (ed.). Studntts AdmiU,d to Iht' /mw,. "Ihnplt' 15..J7,1660 (1877). 87.
7 1:(.".// ,,1m. viii. 276, 278: xi. 92,111-12. 119. 2:~6-7
1'1 Ibid. xi. I ().1 , 112-13, 132.
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to extract information about his master. On several occasions Ihrockmorton was said to have
sent his servants to Chadwell's house to assault him and his household, and a fight broke out
when the two men met by chance at Gray's I nn in London ,9 However, Edward Chadwell had
the disadvantage of being deeply in debt, and in November 1608 he and his father Michael
were forced to sell the manor of Chipping
orton and part of its land to John
rhrockmoflon for £600, after the grant of a charter of incorporation LO the town in 1607
had deprived them of much of the manorial income. In Throckmorton's Oxforclshire estate
now comprised the manor of Little Rollright with II messuages, I I gardens. 5 tofts, a
watermill and a windmill, a dovecot. 400 a. of arable land, 340 a. of pasture and 300 a. of
heath, as well as the rectory and the advowson of the parish church, the 100'dship of
Chipping Norton with some closes, leys and meadows, and Over Norton Heath with a lodge
and valuable rabbit-warren which he had first leased and then purchased from the
Chad wells. All this property was to descend together for the next 50 years.
John Throckmorton and his wife had no children, and from about 1609 he sold olT his
wife's Gloucestershi"e properties one by one; perhaps he lOO was in financial difTiculues. 1n
1611 he sold the manor of Little Rollright to William Blower esquire of the City of London
for an unknown sum, with a further sale to Blower in 1612 of all his propert), at O\-er Norton
and Chipping Nonon for £1,700." John and Julian Throckmorton left their
Glouccstcrshire and Oxfordshire estates and moved to the fashionable new \\'est End of
London, whcl'e John was buricd in the parish of St Martin in the Fields on 21 February
1615. Ilis heir was his brolher George, sull living in north Oxfordshire at South ewinglOn.
Julian Throckmorton survived her husband and hel will shows her 'aged and weake III
bodye' in the London pal-ish ofSt Giles without Cripplegate when she died in 1624,1 2

WILLIAM BLOWER
AftlT half a cemury of ownership by the Throckmortons, an established gentry family, Little
Rollright was now in the hands of a newcomer. \Vho was William Blower, what was the
source of his wealth, and why was he interested in this corner of Oxfordshire? William
himself remains something of a mystery, but it is possible to discover a few facls aboul his
background . His fathel~ also \Villiam Blower, had left his native Suffolk for apprenticeship
(0 a London goldsmith. The archives of the Goldsmiths' Company record his career as
apprentice in the 1550s, freeman in 1566. a livel'y man of the Company, master of his own
apprentice in 1590, and finally an Assistllllt in 1591. 11 In 1589 he paid subsidy on £80 in
goods and was the most highly assessed taxpayer in the parish of 5t Olave Hart Streel. I4 Just
before he died in August 1597, \\'illiam Blower the elder made his nuncupati\'e will before
witnesses, leaving all his goods, houses and leases to his wife and children: ' J meane all shalbe
equallie devyded amoungest them, and that the youngest shalbe as good as the eldest. and
the eldest as good as the seconde'.13

9 I !\iA, S I.\C 8i8[li22,
10 Oxfordshir·c Rccol·d Office (hereafter ORO), SOR,lI 12, 1112.
II INA. CI) 25/2/3-10/9 James J Easlcr; ORO, BOR/1/2'11)11
12 I~(;.II. (;/OJ. \iii, 276: ORO. \1S Wills Oxon. 17!)! 1,6 (inH:nwry of Gcorgc rhrockmorlon . 16:1:;);
I N.'\', PROS 6/9. I. 10: PROS 11'14--4 quire 73.
Il Gold~mlths' Compall\. Court l\linute Bk. K, pp. II, H), 302; Apprentice Bk.1. p. H2; COUI( HI.; '\.
pp_ 28, 35. I illll gnueful (() the Librarian of lhe (;oldslTluhs' Company for these references.
J.I S.\\". Ra\\'lins (ed.), I'L\rlaIIQn of Lond(m /568 u'llh (J LOri/LUll Subud, Roll 1589 (Harleian Soc. d~,C\,
1957-8), 119.
15 C"'\_\, I'ROB 1190 quir·e 75.
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Fig. I. Church ofSt Philip , Little Rollright. showing the towel' buill by William Blower in 1617,
(PhOlO:J. Timms)

\Villiam Blower the eld er had settled in the south-east corner of the City near the Tower of
London, an area noted for the number of aliens or foreigners resident there in the reign of
Elizabeth - Italians, Dutch, Gennans, Flemings, French, all jostling with the English
population, most of whom (like Blower) were themselves immigrants from other pans of the
country. Some of the foreigners were religious refugees Oeeing perseclltion, others came in
search of employment and fortune . There were tensions between English and aliens but for
the most part the process of integration and assimilation made steady progress, as evidenced
by the frequency of marriages between the communities. 16 Blower's first wife was a
Frenchwoman, Catherine Hancollrt,1 7 and their only surviving child Peter was baptised at
St Dunstan in the East in 1565. Peter was apprenticed LO a scrivener and rose to become
Master of the Scriveners' Company in 1622-3,18 after which he left London for the life of a

16 A. Peuegrct'. "'Thill) Yearl> On"; Progress to\\ards InlegrCllio li ;w10ng~llhe Immigrant Population oj
Elizabelhan London', inJ. Chanres and O. Hey (eds.), Eng/jIlt Rflml SOcil't,'i 1500-/800: EHa.l~ in hOllOW· oj
Joon TIIIHk ( 1990), 297-:~ 12; L.II. Yungblul. Strallgers Sellied //n~ .. Jmougll Us: Policies, PerCfpliom and IiiI'
Pre.Il'!ICI' of Aliem i11 EilUlbl't!Ja1} England ( 1996), 25-9.
I I 'N.C. MetCalfe (ed.). l'i.litaflOIiS of Es,\('x. i (l-farlcian Soc. xiii. 1878).351.
18 E\\'. Steer (ed.), .)Crillf>lll'rs' Comprmy Common Paper 1357-/628 (Londoll Record Soc ..... 1968),37,56-7,60,
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countn gentleman at \rest Ham (Essex). and endo\\cd it chat-it,· at Lavenham III Sufi"olk, the
town from \\ hich hi~ famih had originated. t9 The c1imh from country town LO Londoll 10 a
gentleman's estate in three generation~ wa~ a well-trodden route in the 16th and 17th
centuries, and all three of \"illiam Blower\ children \\el'e to end their lives as membc:n, of
the hillded gentry.
\\'illiam Blower the elder's second wife \..'as also a foreigner, and a woman of ~ubstdllce,
~Iar) Bucat Ot Bewchet or Brancate - her name was evidentl", difficult for the Engh~h LO
pronounce - G.1me fro III Ecklo in Flanders,:!11 a small (loth-making to\\ n between Bruges and
Ghent which W(lS caught up in the revolt against Spain and the \-'iciolls religious strife of tht:
mid 10th centur)'. In 1571 she was listed in $t OunstMl in the East in the returns of aliens
requited by the government as Mar)' Blower. 'wif to an Ellglisheman', with he,· foreign mitid
SU/. dll, both of whom had been in England for seven yell'"s. She recei\'ed letters of deni/auon
III January 1592 but was still listed as an alien in 1591, li\·ing in Billiter Lane orr Fenchunh
Street.:?1 Many )e~trs later her son-in-law took pains to describe 1ary as the daughtcl and
heiJ of Zachary Bewchel of Eeklo. whi<.h suggests that she came from a wealth)- familv, but
the ~(}\lrce of Zachar~'s wealth i~ not known. nor whether he too migrated to England
\\"illii.1111 and \1~1I1 Blower had t\\o children, a ~on \\,illiam and a daughter \1ary. youngel
hair-Siblings to Pc!er. The young William (!he fUlUre lord of Lillie Rollrigh!) would Il<l\c
grow n up in 1m. fmher's prosperous household II) London. Of his education. )outh and
training nothing is known. There is no c\idence thlll he served an appreJ1lice~hip. and gi\-cn
the (ombined wealLh of his parents perhap ... he had no need to enter a craft or trade. Clue,
to \\'i lliam BlmH'r's <lcth·itie~ in London ~how him lending large sums of money. a~ most
wealth) (itilens did from time 10 time. Sir E\'erard Digby borrowed from Blower ~tJ1d others
befort' 1605 to pi.t) his mother's debts. ~lI1d the earl or Ilenfor-d's creditors included Blowel
and sOllie of the wealthy foreign mer(hants III London such as \Villiam COllneen, whose
father, a Protestant refugee from Flanders. had witne ... sed Blower's m\ n father's will. 22 I \\'0
more references place \Villiam in 160:1 and 1605 at Geneva , one of the centres or Europci.1I1
ProtcstOHHism. One of these documents bear~ the intriguing endorsement 'Concerning Ihe
(Onlrall of marriage of Mr, Blore'. and rcfcr~ to a [aUSe heard by the Syndics and Countil
of (;encva belweell 'the Sieur \Villial1l Blower of London' and ont.' of their ciu/ens. 2 .1 but lhc
l1lillTii.lge cannot have taken place as he dicd a b:':lChclor. ~Iaken togelher, these scraps of
information suggest a man of considerable means (though we do not know if he engaged in
an)' c('onomic aClivity beside~ pro\'iding nedit). :':1 (ol1lmiunent to Protestantbm. and tics to
lhe immigrant community to which his mother belonged. Like many London cililen\,
BIO\\er ~lbo collected propeny: a hou~e called the \\'indmill in a corner of St Paul's
churdl)ard, another called the \\-'hite Lion in 5t Agnes Lane, three tenements in COIn hill
~lI1d hi'i dwelling house in Fenchufch Street. as well ilS the site of the dissohed college ~Il
Iligham Ferrers in onhamptonshire and funher property there,21

HI Op, ot. nme 17; JI\A. I'ROR 11 1200 qUIre III (will of I'c.:lt.'r Blower, HN7).
20 R IImenden (ed.), l"tsrlntwn oj Anti, /6/9 (lfarleian \(K xIIi, 1898). 176.
~I R.io,.G. Knk .md ~.F Kirk. (eds.), Rl'lunu of '"ntl Du·,lImg m Ih, Cll) mul .'illlmrbl 011.lIntlu" (1luguellnJ
~O( I n, 19(K)·8). Ii. I:{ I . 169; W Page (ed.), ullen nl /)l"IlIUltlfln (1m/ ~d~ of .\'alura":ation for .1/,,,1.\ HI
RIIglmuJ. I ~()9·J6{)1 (Iluguenol Scx:. viii, 1893). :J5
12 1 ,-". 1:. 13·1 HJob. Vfrin, I; I h<,t. \1SS. Cumm," ~"T",ol/r Papt'n 1512-/686. i\. 212-11.
2i (,a/. ),p [)"m IMO·/O. Ii; lIist \ISS, Cmnm,. 'iil"~"h"" f'-mll .\f'iS. "ii, :HB-t
21 1',\. (. 14:! :17t{ I:H.
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Fig. 2. Plaque on lhe we~l ",,-all of lhe (hurch IO"cr. recording
Its comtruction b\ Wilham Blowf'r. (l'hmo: J Timm )

Fig. 3. Chulch Ullerior looking e.tJ,1 wilh the two lIlonume1ll.S on Ihe north chancel wall. (PhOlO:
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1b this e:,tate Blower added his purchase of Little Rollright, Over. 'orlon and lhe llIanor
of Chipping 'Jonon in 1611-12, He look up residence in the manor-house at l.ittle
Rollright, and It seems likely that he intended to sculc into country life. Ilis mother \fal),
widowed again in 1612 by the death of her ~econd hu~band Sir Edward Darcy, came to 11\ e
\\Ith him. A ddtestone II1scribed '\\,B 1616' on a bal n is evidence of his investment in the
estatc. 25 Another major projeCl was the building or re-building of the tower of Little
Rollnghl church (Figs. I and 2), where a plaque records Lhal '1617 William Blower esqlllcl
lord or this manor built this tower', a generous act consistent with a description of Ihe new
lord as 'a very religious man and .. , vel') true and uplight'.26 Inside the church, the remain")
of early 17th-centur, wall-paintings on the west wall above the tower arch presumabl) dated
from this construction, though Lhey have now dis~lppeared under whitewash. 27
William Blower's deaLh aL Lillie Rollrighl on 7 SepLember 1618 Look his relali\'es bl
SU I pnse,2H li e had made a will - everyone later agreed on that faCl- and had appointed a~
his exeClitors and heirs his sister Mar,- and her husband Ilenry Dixon, a gentleman and
lawyer, BUI \Villiam had left oul of his will his half-brother Peter and his four children, and
Pcter objected, l 'he two brother:") had acted togethcl III propcny transactions, and in 1615
when \\'iIIiam was 'indebted b) reason of a greate purchase' (presumably the acquisition of
his Oxford'lhire estate) Peter had agreed to buy- two London tenements from him for £ 1,200,
Peler claimed that he had spoken to \Villiam about the will, and that William agreed 10 alter
il in Peter's favoul' and assured him Lhat he had done so; Henry Dixon agreed thal \\'illiam
mentioned making a new will. but said he did not kno\\ whelher it was ever done.
On Lhe da) or \\,illi<tm Blower', deaLh, hi, mOlher Look charge. She round Lhe kc), 10 Lhc
closet and study at Little Rollright. and th cloorkeys of both the manor-house and the hOllse
III Fcnchurch Street. .\n urgent message wa~ despalched LO her servant in London 'to (ome
with all speed to her howse at Rolleright', and another messenger took the ne\..'s of \\'illiam's
death to the Dixons. A thorough searc.h was conducted. both at Little Rollright and in
London. bLll no will could be found, Il enry Dixon informed Peler of his brother's dealh and
lold him 'that the said testatol' had given all his lands to his the said Dixons Children'. Peter
Blower was angry and suspected that his step-mothel was concealing a revised will to ensure
that hel daughter inherited \Villiam's wealth, but there was little he could do, li e did not
anend the funeral. Mary Dixon was gral1led leller)) of adminiSLration on 23 September to
settle \Villiam's estatc29 and an in\'enLOry of all his moveable pO'lsessions was compiled, with
a lOlal value of £2,321 2.\. 7d. lo A )eal later an inqui30ition P0301 mortem wa.s taken at (hford,
and it confia med his siSler Mal") as \\'illiam's heir,:\!
WILLIAM BLOII'ER'S \IONLME T

\Villlilm BIO\\'er's monument in Little Rol1right chunh (Figs, 3, 4. 5, 6) Jnu!)l have been
commissioned by the Dixons. A lire-si/e efTig) of a man With short hair and a small beard and
mou~tache. carved in smooth white SlOne, lie") on hi_\) I+ight ))idc on a LOmb chest, hi~ head

2'1 Oxfmcbhin: Site!'! and MOllulnt'nt\ Record [h(Ore.lfter ';\IR] . DoE./.J\trd IJwldmKl, 1I;~t ()\jou/1hlff
I)Htnrt. Bk. 122, 1 1:\6.
tl; INA, C :1 300/52.

'17 (hun SMR. DoF, 1.,Ht,d Bldgl ., a, OXtnl n'ltnet, Rk.. 122. I 139; A S .....tine. 'Quinquennial Report 011
Uttle Rolh ight Church' (1976).
21'1 1l1i.!t <lHUUnl of Ihe CH:nl5 .!tulI'uundmg Willialll B!mH" ', death b.,,,,ed nn 1 ,,\, ( 3 :~O() :,2 I he
dfX,UlIlcnt 1\ bide kl!nw .Uld tom and flOt all of II (.lIl Ix' rCdd
2'1 r".\. PROS 6 9. r. IM7
1'_\, ( :\ :U)(), 52 . r1l(" in\'cnlnry ilselfha!\ 1101 'Ur\iH't1
~I I 'A, ( 112:17l'1131

'I
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Fig. I. William Blower mOI1UmelH. upper portIon. (Phnto: J. Timm )

Fig. 5. William Blower 11l0IlUlIlclll.lo\\el portion. (Photo: J. -Itmms)
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resling on his helmet and his hdnd beneath IllS (hm, the cOTwenlional pose sugge),ing
contemplation of his mortality. He wears plate armollr and holds a sword. and a broad plain
collar and plain cufTs are \'isible at his neck ..md wri~ts, an appropriately sober "lyle for a ',en
religiOUS' man 111 1618, Jacobean monument~ \\eIC (ommonl) brightly coloured, and tiTH
traces of paint - brown in the hair, red below the collat' and on the legs, green on the base. and
red and grey on the feet- indicate tl13l tlle effig}"s OI-iginal appearance was far more colourful
than the restrained image it presents tocia).:l2 On the LOmb (heM are the heraldic arms of the
Blo\<.er family. granted to his brother Peter in 1597. and another unidentified shield ofarms,~~:\
The panel between tlle shields is now empty. but lhe antiqual]; Anthon)' \\'ood, who ,'i3ited
Little Rolhight church inJune 1677 to take deL.tiled noles Oil the monumenLS.~1 recorded the
first foUl line~ of an English verse which wCle all that then su,"vi,'ed:
f l is body which now under h 'es
\Vas liJ..e this framed artifice
Yet not was like, but rather is
For this is li\·e1ie so is his ...

rhe di~tinc.:uon between bod) and emg-). lire cllld death. are deliberatel~ blurred
cenlUl) manner, stre~sing the conunuit) between the two,

Fig. 6, \Villi . lIn Blower monument,
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ncr pant'! wilh lIame ()f John Dixon, (Photo: .J . rillllll")
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rhe wall behind and abo"e Blower's efTiS) IS divided into nine panels with black pall"lled
background!'t. Four bear colourful designs ofsuapwork, nowers, fruit, cherubs, ~kulh and an
hourglass. The main inscription on the large central panel has long since disappeared and
even in 1677 was too 'defaced' for \\'ood to record the wording. The leuering on all four
corner panels did survive in 1677. however, and pans of three of them are still legible. l'hese
corner panels are the most idiosyncratic feature of the monument and wel'e ('ertainly
designed and ordered by the Dixons. Each bore a Latin verse extolling the virtues of William
Blowel' and his claim to immonalit\" above the name of one of I lent]' and Mary's foUl eldest
sons - Edward Dixon, \'\'illiam Dixon, John Dixon and Il cnry Dixon (Fig. 6). Even when the
monument was new, lhe name 'Dixon' appeared more frequenLly than the name of William
Blowe,. himselr.
Above the effigy is a canop) supported by two stone Ionic columns painted bl~l(k, and the
whole edifice - which reaches neady to the chan(el roof - is topped by a brightl)' loloured
frest and two obelisks. It is .111 impressive sight, especially in a small church, and of (ourse
e\er)' aspect of the monument was carefully designed to create the desil'ed impression on
the viewer. This was the firslmonument to be eretted in the church and it oc(upies the most
prestigious position. not ani)' in the chancel but within the sanctuary itself. Only the highest
~o(ial status in life could confer the right to resl in so hallowed a place, and the 17th-century
vjewel' would immediately have understood that the indi\'idual thus commernorated had
been a person of importance. \Villiam Blower, and the Dixons after him, were not on I)' lords
of the manor of Little Rollright but lay rectors of ils (hurch and patrons of its living. and
within this small world the) reigned supreme.
But the Illonunlt::nl is also designed to reinforce \\'illiam Blower's status, bmh before
and after death, as a mernber of the gentr). The choice of Latin rather than Engli~h for
most of lhe inscriptions suggests learning and gentilit)" since only those who had
auencled a grammar school would be able to read the language and decipher Lheil
meaning; their message is not intended to be I'cad by the lower orders. Similarly, the
heraldry on the monument associates Blower with those qualified for arms (mel IIses a
visual language with which only the upper classes would be familiar. Above all, the emgy
of Blower in armour portrays him as the descendant of medieval knigills. th e class
entitled to bear anns, and thus a gentleman of honourable and ancient lineage. But how
close to reality was this impression? In the words of Nigel L1ewell}'Jl, 'the pOStReformation monument was a powerful tool of fiction as well as history',35 and the
monument of \Villiam Blower is a prime example of this dictum. He did not come from
a long line of gent!")', his family coat of arms \\as a mere 20 years old. and his wealth was
deri\'ed from trade, lIe was, in the modern phra~e, 'ne\\ money', and had onl~ \en
recenll" made the move from London to become a country gentleman and lord of the
manor. But this was not the realit), that Il enry and Mal'} Dixon wished to portra). The
Dixons were themselves relatively new to the geno'}' in England, though they claimed
descent fl'o m a Scottish family 'of good i:tccount',:lli and like olhers of theil class in the
cal l) J 7th century Lhey were acutely awa l'e of I he importance of lineage and I eputation.
If the) \\ere to claim kinship and continuiL) from William Blower - and the prominent

:\5 Llewell)'Il. Fun,.ml J\.Iorwmrot.l. 11K,
% 1:.. lldsted. Flit II'Jtory olld 7bpograph,UI/ Sun't')' 0/1111' (:orlllt, ()f A'rot (1i9i, 1801. rep' , 19i2). \, 222·-1.
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use of their own name on his monument shows thaL (his was indeed their intention -then
the affirmation of his gentility was essential, and the (ost or an elaborate runclal
monument was a small price to pa) towards that end. 37
Til [ DIXON FMIILY
nle Dixon family seat was at Hilden (now Hilden Pal k), just outside the m~lI'kel town of
lonbridge in Kent, ",'here Henf) Dixon's grandfather H umphrey had bought the manor
and rectOlY in the mid 16th century. lIenry Dixon wa, born about 1574, attended StJohn',
College, Oxford , and progressed to Gray's I nn where he took rooms in 1597 and becdOle a
lawyer,3M I1is marriage to Mary Blower muM have taken place shortly after this; she had
recently inherited a share of her father's wealth and could expect to receive half her
l1lother's estate in due course, and brought with her '~t greate porcion in l1loneyes',39 so the
match was an altl'3uive one. Between about 1600 ~lI1d 1627, Ilcnry and 1ary Dixon had
nine sons ~lI1d ten daughters. Their growing ramily settled into Iliiden Manor, a sub.slantial
house of 18 hearths in 166-1,10 and Ilenry became l.I JP in KenL RenLS and fines rrom the
estates at Little Rollright, Over orton and Chipping 'orton went to the Dixons after
\Villiam Blowe,"s death but the} had no need of the manor-house at Little Rollright and in
the 1620, it may have been leased out, or perhaps lay empty. Mary's mother, Lady DarC),
mo\ocd to Ilildcn, (Ind she was buried at fonbridge in September 1619, just a )'ear after the
de(nh of her son, Administration of her estate was granted to her daughter Mary Dixon. 11
Between 1619 and 1621 the heralds of the College of Arms undertook a visitation in KenL
F"II11ilies entitled to coaLS of arms were summoned, and those who attended - and who paid
the substantial fee - had their pedigrees I'e(orded and their arms and crest.., confirmed,
Ilenry Dixon evidentl) thought it worthwhile to participate (mel he took great care 10
pro\"ide the heralds with information about his forebears and his own family. 12 Addiliomll
details or each male family member's place of residence 01 burial, distinguished positions
held, the fillllilies of wives and the birth order of sons were all recorded . Ilenr) Dixon
hilliself is ~It the cel1lre of this ramily tree, described as JP, and the six boys and nine girls
bOin to him and his wire by 1621 arc aJllistcd by name, not forgetLing the three children
all'e~lCly deceased. But the ramily member about whom most information is given is I Jenr}'s
wire Mal)'. Translated from the Latin, her emr) reads:
\Iary daughter of \\,illiam Blower or London, sole heir of a malernal inhc,-it3n((>
name" of Man daughter and heir or Zachary Be\\'chet of Eeklo in the province of
Flanders. see the IIlquisition post mortem of \Villii.ll11 BIO\\-'er brother or the aroresaid
Mary, wife of Hem'} Dixon. \\'ho died without issue.

'1; :'oio t'\-Idl'ncc h.I\ heen (ound as to v.ho nm\lllIlted tht' monument, BOlh 10e.1I and 1.•ondUIl tOlllh·
1II<i1.ers "el'e working In Oxrordshire around 1619. PedMps the dosesl parilllel to Blower's lomb is lh.lI of
~ir Edmund f·clllplace (d 1613) dnd hi~ lurebe.lnt itt '"Ulbrook. "Iulh Penner a ~iales with lhe
(prob.tbly loe.ll) maL.er of lhe Syh'esler lomb" ,II BUI ford, SUl((' the Dlxou\ li\-'ed III Kent, ,I l<XilllIlil.\On
hornlhal .lrC.l i~ .. I~o <1 pO'\5ihililY,
:lM J. Fosit.·I. . Ilumm OXt)llU'1IIt'\ 1500·171 1(1891·2), 106; Cl'nlle for Kcmi\h Studies, UI82:l,.' lflI3.
:VI I \,jA. (: )().'27/31
If) 0 II.Hflllglon (ed.).Mllll,arth five h\l'\unmt /Jut) Da"~ 1M""' (Kl'nt RC'Cord~. xxix. 20(H)). 151-1 I he
hoU\e ".1\ pulled dO\\11 In the 18th centUl) . IIdsled.JlLl/or") fUu/lip. Sun'.., tI/ Knll. \i, 224
II 1'.\, PROB 6/10. f. 39; fur hapli.,lm i.ll1d buriill' .It 'JclIlbridge ~l' parish reg. tranSCI ipt\ held al lht'
~'(Ict\ of (~cneal()gi~lS' l.Jbr.ln,

12 I udtlJ",tI oj Krtl/. 1619, li6.
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\\dS Henry feeling insecure about his wire's inheritance. so soon after the deaths of her
brother and her mother? Peter Blower had acclIsed the famil}' of concealing \Villiam's '\ ill,
and his lawsuit against the Dixons was heard in Chancery in May 1620. 1:i The length),
description of Mary's descent dnd connections looks like Ilenry's assenion to the wodd of
hi'!! wifc'li right to her generous inheritance, using the heraldic \'isitation for the purpose.
A new episode in the history of the Little Rollriglll estate opened in 16~12 with the
marriage of Henq and Mary's eldest son. Edwanl. Ilis bride was Cecilia. younger daughter
of Sir J~1I11eS \Vhitelocke, an eminent judge and (In olel legal acquaintance and friend of
Ilcnry Dixon. Negotiations between the t\\'o fathers had begun in 163 t and were well
advanced when Sir James died in June t 632, but the match was in the intere~ts of both
hllnilies dnel Cecilia's brother Bul.!ttrode ("ompleted the arrangements. Bubtrode \VhiLelocke
wa~ to become ~I prominent lawyer, politic-ian , diplomat and coullIry gentleman, all recorded
in detail in the diary which he keptthrougholll his life and which throws a personal light on
the Dixon family in this period . I I \Vhitclocke pOI trays Hen!") - 'old Mr. Dixon' - a~ a shrewd
man with an eye on Cecilia's £2,500 maITiage porlion. but Edward found favour as 'a very
honest gentleman, & \Vh[itclockes] antient friend & acquaintance'. TI1c marriage duly LOok
place in the chapel at Fawley Coun, the \\' hitelockes' countr), house outside lIenlc'\-'.'15
rhe young couple settled at Little Rolh·ight. though ~H first they spent long periods at
Iliiden and their first tWO sons were baptised at Ibnbddge: Henry in March 1634, and
James who lived for on I} a few da),s in June 1635. 16 The deJa) in establj hing their own
household in Oxfordshire was due to a subMantial programme of building work. The house
standing south-east oflhe church and now known as Little Rollright Manor, formerly ~Ian()r
Farm or LO,\'el Farm, bears a datestone of 16 ~S3. This was not the manor-house. however,
(01 a late 17th-century estate map .!thow.!t d much 1~lrger house south-west of the church. with
an orchard laid out next 10 it, which can on)' be the manor-houscH ; it stood near a moaled
site close to the present Manor Cottages. which were perhaps part of iLS outbuildings. No.2
ManOl' Cottages has 17th-century windows and a dateSlOne inscribed 'O/EC/1635', the
initial of Edward and Cecilia Dixon. The manor-house itself no longer stands so it is not
possible to tell whether it too was re-built or reno\'ated as part of this programme of work
on the estate in preparation for Edward and Cecilia Dixon's arrival.
In the autumn of 1636 Bulstrode \Vhitclockc and his wife paid a visil to Little Rollright:

\Vhite1ocke ... went with his wife & (Olllpan\' to liltle Rolleright the house of his brother
Dixon , where the), had excellent sport in hawking hunting & Coursing. for whi(h
pleasures that countrey is very proper. 18
E.dward and Cecilia Dixon I·eturned the yisiL and spent Christmas 1636 at Fawley

COLIrt

w here the famil) was entertained with music, card-games and hunting. rhc foll owing year

saw

~tnOlher

visit b) the \\-'hitelocke to Little RoBright:

1:\ INA . C :~.':{OO!52, Pet e l Blower'.; '.HhCl-IIl -1,lw, Nicholas Ilhn(oc. al~o bl'Oughl ..I ~ uil agaln.,t Ihe
D1M1I1 S un bt,'half of his grandchildren: INA. C I 17,72; ,mel C -l '2M 17 which is unfit for pl(Kitutioll •• 1"0
.I PPC::'lI-S 10 be.' pall of this ca . . e.
II I"he cltary ha s Ix'e n ediled and published by Rulh Spaldil1g •• 111(1 all (I"otation" he re dIe from thi ..
('di lion : R, Spalding (cd.) . 7111' DUll)' IIJ iJ lll,tro(/r 11 bitf/Il(At' / fI('5· /675 (Rewr(h (If Sooal "nd Ew nomit
1I'''!OI\, 11<.'W "er. 'Xiii, 1990).
I~, Dtart oj Rll/,Imti, IVJUIt!Olk,. 6H-9
Ih Ccnln.' for K Clltl'.. h SluciH.'s. L lK2:~, I E:l.\, /),(/)') /lj Il ii/,/Jot/" 1I1Illelo(k". 77; (Ollhlldgc !--I'Hi!>h reg"
Ii ORO. ~ '3 21 \1 I
IX J)um oj Bll/"lOnt· Whil,h1rJr,. 109
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f Ie was \\ ith his wife all his brother Dixons all Rolleright hawking & hunting with gTt'<It
plea,!,ure, & often gave to the Shepheards & their boyes, smalle pieces of single m()ne~
which made them readier to help him in his hunting. & to tye up their dagges, then
they were to their neighbour Gentlemen who~e ser\"anu, used to carr~ gunnes to .,hoot
their dogges if they offended. bUll he found courtesy Ihe beLler wa) to deale with smh

people '"
Political C\'ents soon Illlruded on this pleasant social round. Bulstrode Whiteiocke had \at 111
Parliament sinte 1626. and his diary refleclS his increasing in\"ol\,ement in national politin
in the years before the Civil 'Val', Once war broke out local landowners were liable to be
affected, regardless of their politicli sympathies. The Parliamentar) count}' committee
advised their man at lonbridge in November 16·12:
You know ~Ir Dixon, of ll ylden, 4:1 nOlOriolis malignant. hath good coach-horses, and
some others, iflhey be nm at home you may help to enquire where they are beslOwcd ,
You h'l\'e divers others in )'ouJ" town; I conceive, by some information given us, alrnmt
the whole town of Ibnbridge,!lU
The w~lr came much doser to the Dixons in the summer of 1643 when Ihou,;ands of
Kcnllshmen, led by many of the o ld-established gentry families and parish dergy. rose up
against Palliarnenl and its intrusion into local go\"ernment and worship, I he Kemish
Rebellion culminated in a battle at ronbridge b~ the bridge over the Iliiden Brook. aftci
\\which Parliament,]r) troops forced lheir wa)' into the [Own, killed some of the rebels and
LOok others prisoner, capturing weapons (Ind horses, and chased some fleeing 1 cbels LO Ihe
River !\Iedway \\where the) drowned .."il Ilenry Dixon was nO\\ almost 70 and it is unlikel\-- thai
he took part in the rebellion, nor is there c\·idence that ,un of his sons \\as in\'ol\·e(1. but thi\
was Ihe family's local communil} and VCI-Y dose to home.
In 1611 lIelll'} died, lea\'ing no will; his personal estate was \'alued at £1,77·1 \\ith a
further £:~oo in plale, linen andjewels. 52 ~lal) survived hinl for onl} a ShOlllilllt.' and (lied
in April 16·16. and heT will is a reminder of the inhel-itcd wealth she had brought to tht.'
Dixons, ll er fi\e younger sons received 'all my howses tennements and hereditaments in I he
Cill) of London and elsewhere in the kingdornc of England', while her three unnMn ied
daughter':> were e~l(h to receive £500 from their elder brother Edward 'according to his
faith full promise made 10 his father in his I) fe time'. A featherbed with bedding \hlS
bequeathed to each child. and a dlest oflinen to all who had not all-each received one. E\'ery
daughter receiv'cd ' i:I payer of blacke wOlked pillow beers [pillowcases] worked with lhe
~I~lrygowld in Ihe middle', the eldest to choose first and so according to their ages. ll er m()\t
per':>onal posses':>ions \\ent to her eldest daughter and namesake Mar} - her wedding ring
'and Ihe chest and those Ihinges in Ihe chest in the matted chamber· which wcre my Illothcrs' .
Finall}. looking to Ihe future, she left to Edward's 12-year-old son Helll} 'the hanging!t
chayres ~lIld ~toolcs in the great chamber and a damaske table cloth and cupboard cloth
\\ hich were made fe)r that roome' , as well as 'the bedd boulster t\\'o pillows one bhlllcken and
the silke quilt IhetelO belonging in the matted chal1lber'.s~ A similar impression of \\'calth

III Ibid . III. lib.
~,o R .. \ln1ol(1.. (ed.), · Papt.'r~ RddUlIg to IJIO(Ct'dlllg-, mlhe Count) (If Kent IM1-6' , (;mndr'l \ltvl'lIll11). III

.'l.
\_ ~ H·nll, Ih, (AJmmlm," oj /\rnl and II" (.rrat R,.ht-flm1l In-IU-60 (l97:\) , 1~1)..2(H)
~12 I ' \ (. If) 27"11
H 1'\, IJROB II 196 qUire 57
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and comlon emerges from the will of Henry and Mary's eldest daughter, Mal") , who died
unmarried in January 16·l9 lea\·ing her grandmother's chest. much plate and jeweller}". and
bequests to all of her numero us brothers and sisters and their children .54 She appointed as
her execlltor 'Edward Dixon m) loving brother', unlike her mother \\ho had selected her
second son \\' illiam as executor. probably because he lived in Kent and was well established
as a la\\ yer.
Edward and Cecilia Dixon and their family were living at Little Ro llright during the
16'lOs, and like their relatives in Kent they were vulnerable w hen soldiers from either army
passed through the area. 55 1\\10 miles aW3Y aL Creat Rollright, the pal-ish register recorded
the burials of'Mr William Sheppard esquire ,Iaine by one of the King's souldyers' in October
16·-1-1, followed two months later by 'two of ye King's souldyers slainc by the parliament
sOllldycrs'. In the summer of 1647 the I lousc ofCol11mons voted to disband the New Model
Army \.vithout paying the troops' overdue wages in full , tlnd feelings were running high .
Bulstrode \'Vhitelocke was travelling home to Henley from London on 24 July when he
heard the shocking news from Liule Roll right:
Wh[itelocke] ... by the way melt with one of Chipping NOrlon who told him the ill
newes of his Sister Dixons death, the 20. of this Moneth all Rolleright: she was a good
woman ora plain & tender heart, loving to her husband. children , & relations. carefull
in hel household afTaYTes, kind to her neighbors & very religious.
She had great troubles living in the Coumrey in the Lime of the \-Var. the Soldiers on
both sides being most injurious & insolent. A troupe of the Parlemcnts quartcrd all her
hOllse in her husbands absence, she then lying in, having bin brought to bed about 1-1
dayes before. Yeu the barbarous domineering soldiers, would not ad mil this for an
excuse, nor be content with their quarters, though fill for beller men, bUll compelled
her (though in thal condition) to rise out of her bed. to make bette I" preparaLions for
them. with which, she tooke cold, fell into a feavel' & dyed.56
Seven sons and three daughters had been born to Edward and Cecilia dlll-ing their
marriage. Many of the children had died in infancy, but ((enry. John and Elilabcth survived
their mOL her.
Edward and his family I-emained at Lillie Rollright for several years after Cecilia's death.
Ilis brOlher-in-law called on him in Septembel 1&17 and again the following March as he
return ed from the Assizes at \Vorcester:
Wh[itelocke] tooke with him Mr Hales & Mr Beverly, & they lay alt his Brothel Dixons
hou':Ie att Rolleright where the) wcre kindl) intellained , bUll \Vh[ilclockeJ mis~ed his
dearc Sister.!H
11 l11a) have been through \\'hitelocke's in£1ucnce that Edward Dixon was appointed to
\cvt'ral Parliame ntary commissions for Oxrordshire beLween 1648 and 1652. in Lhe <.:ompan)
ofothel reliable gentlemen ohhe coumy,5H Ilis political allegiance did not prevent him from
lending money to his neighbours the Chadwclls of Chipping Norton. Edward Chadwell's

I I 1. \. PR()I~ 11 t208 qUire 91
~!) )om l' ....llllplc't o f \iolence .1nd damage to pmperl\
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til BIII'lmdt U:htl~lodu. 196.
57 Ibid 198.2 10.
5~ 1(/\ mill (}nlm(".(t~ of Ih~ Intrrrtgnum. i. 1090; ii. 11. ;-U)6, li 1.672
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son Michael had compounded the financial problems left by his railier by taking up arms for
Charles I, and the remnams of Chipping Norton's manorial demesne land not previously
sold with the manor were sold or mortgaged piece by piece. In 1649 Edward Dixon paid
£300 to ~Iichael Chadwell for a 99-year mortgage of the Boare Lands, a valuable parcel of
arable, heath and meadow land in Over Norton and Chipping Norton, including common
of pasture for a bellwether and 400 sheep known as the 'boare llocke'.59
By 1654 Edward had moved his household back to Kent, from where he wrote to invite
Bulstrode Whitelocke to visit him at Hilden. He also remarried, and in December 1655
Whitelocke noted 'Icuers fTom my brother Dixons new wife for favour to her'. Edward and
his wife Anne entertained the Whitelockes al Hilden in September 1657 when they visited
the new spa at Tunbridge Wells to drink the waters. 50 \Vhen he died, 'sicke and weake in
body' in March 1660, Edward's will betrayed some anxiety about his financial affairs. Much
of his real and personal property was earmarked for the payment of his debts, annuities fOl'
his widow Anne and his unmarried daughter Elizabeth and £2,000 for Elizabeth's marriage
portion. Edward did not make his son He1'll-y his executor, nominating his daughter instead,
and the hint of paternal disapproval is strengthened by a bequest of £ I 0 to Dr. Thomas
'Walker, 'further desireing my sonne Henry Dixon ... to bee advised by him uppon all
occasions'.61 On 15 March 1660 Edward was buried in Tonbridge church near his father, as
he had requested, and a stone in the chancel noor commemorates him there.
TilE DIXON FAMILY MO

UMENT

A far more elaborate memorial to Edward and his two wives had already been erected in
Little Rollright church (Figs. 7 and 8). The monument was placed there by Edward himself,
as the inscription relates. It shows him as a gentleman in armour, kneeling at a pl-ayer-desk,
with a wife kneeling on either side on tasselled cushions. Ranged along the front of the LOmb
chest below them are the faintly etched olltlines of Edward and Cecilia's ten children, also
kneeling. There is just enough detail 011 their clothing to distinguish the three girls from the
seven boys, but otherwise the children's figures are roughly drawn, perhaps sketches for
more elaborate carvings never completed.
The main figures are set in an arched recess in the north wall of the chancel, possibly an
Easter sepulchl-e in origin - a popular site for bUl-ials and monuments - although it is nOt in
the sanctuary which was already occupied by William Blower's tomb. Above (hem the arch
is patterned and decorated with stylised flowers , flanked by two Corinthian columns of black
marble, and the monument is tOpped by a stone crest and lwo large stone balls. The effect
of the kneeling figUl"es in their recess is faintly theatrical, a tableau of the family at prayer,
and above the arch a panel inscribed D011lu.s vitlmLium (the home of the living) provides a
caplion for the scene below.
Unlike the effigy of',Villiam Blower, the Dixon figures are ofalabasler and therefore pure
while; the fashion for brightly coloured painted figures and decoration had passed by the
mid 17th century, and palrons now preferred a more reslrained effect. Naturally coloured
stones, alabaster and marble also conveyed an impression of expense and value, even where
they were not of the highest quality.52 In other ways, however, the Dixon monument was
designed to be seen as a companion lO that of Blower. Arranged side by side against the

59 Bodl. \IS O.D. Dawkins, C.2.A5/1. I am graleful to Janice Cliffe for notes on the Oa\, kins papers.
60 Diary of Buhtrodt l1 'hiu/ock" 398. 419, 475.
6! I"'NA, PROB 11 /299 quire 116. Edward's son John was no longer Ih'ing by 1660.
6_ Llewellyn, Funn-al MonllmmlS, 225-30.
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Fig. 7. Monument to Edward Dixon ;Ind his two wive~ . (Photo: J. Timms)

I;ig. K. Outline\ or dtilclrt:n of tdw,Jrd and
(.ndi<l Dixon etched 011 IOmh (he'lt or I)\'(on
lllo11umelH. ( Phulo : J, I"imllls)
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nonh wall of the chancel. the monuments are placed so that the effigje~, columns and the
apex of each are at the same height. even though the base of Blower's LOmb chest stands on
a step within the altar rail. They are of uniform width, and black columns frame eadl
monument. As on Blower's monument, many of the Dixon monument's feature~ are
designed to establish the family's gentility - the male effigy dressed in armour, tasselled
cushions as kneelers, the use of Latin inscriptions and heraldry. Repetition and continuity in
family monuments were considered highly desirable, emphasising the continuity of the
family do".. n the generations.6~ and Edward Dixon may have hoped that he and his uncle
\\'illiam Blower had founded a dynasty that would continue to erect monuments in the
parish church at Little Rollrighl.
The most interesting and unusual aspect of this monument is the tableau of the three
figures. The effigies represent Edward Dixon and his two wives. but the inscription dedicates
the rnonument only LO Cecilia, identifying her in the conventional manner as the wife of
Edward and daughter of Sir James \Vhitelocke. h praises her piety and her devotion LO
reading the scriptures, her generosity to the poor and her friendship, and says that she died
aged ·10 in 1647. The wording emphasises her role as wife and mother: Casti conjllgt'l {{L\la
IIXOP; CUl decem liberos peperit (the spotless "",ife of a spotless husband, to whom she gave ten
children). The heraldic arms on the shield above the monument are those of Dixon, Blower
and \Vhitelocke, referring to Edward and Cecilia and their childl-en. Evidently it was
Cecilia's untimely death that prompted the monument's construction. \Vomen were rarely
commemorated alone, unless they were of noble or royal birth, and a deceased wife \vould
normally be portrayed with her husband , either facing him across a prayer-desk or placed
side by side. I n this case, however, a third figure has been added, that of Edward's second
wife. The two female effigies are identical in their features, pose, and costume, and there is
no attempt to distinguish between them. The rule of primogeniture was strongly held in
gentry families and convention would normally dictate that the first wife should be
diITerentiated from her successors and take precedence as the mother of the heir, but no
such distinction has been attempted here. The viewer cannot even be certain which effigy
stands for Cecilia, though Anthony Wood assumed that the first wife was on the heraldic
right (the viewer's left) which traditionally took precedence.64
E\en more unusual is the position of the male figure. Seventeenth-century society placed
men at the head of every social institution including the family; patriarchy was enshrined in
custom, law and culture, and funeral monuments naturally reflected their pall-ons' view of
the world, not only as it was but as it should be. 65 In this case, howe\'er, Edward Dixon's
effigy is placed at the back of the group, behind his wives and half-hidden behind the prayerdesk. This must be the original design, for \Vood described the figures in 1677 as 'a man in
armour kneeling before a deske (looking fonvard) between his two wives kneeling also'.66
The tableau would surely have struck contemporaries as a departure from convention.
The date of the monument's construction is equally problematic. Documental"} evidence
places Edward at Little Rolh;ght until 1652. and in Kent from 1654. His second wife was
referred to by Bulstrode Whitelocke as 'new' in December 1655. If Edward had the
monument built in the immediate aftermath of his first wife's death in 1647, therefore. why
did he include a second spollse? There are precedents for stich a decision: Llewellyn cites

1)1 Ibld_ 95.7.
&1 I)fl.roch",l (;olll'(lwn.~. iii. 2-14.

65 Uewellyn. Funnal \JonummLs. 282-4
bh Parrx/uol C()lIutwrLS. iii. 244.
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lhe monument of John Clavell (d. 1609) al Church Knowle (Dorsel). for example. who 'look
the opponunilY offered by the death ofa first wife (l571) to commemorate himself and his
spouses'. The monument shows Clavell and two wives. 67 As a widower with young children,
Edward Dixon may have assumed that he would re-marr), and perhaps the lack of ~my
identification of the second wife indicates that !-the \\a~ as let unchosen. Alternatively, the
monument could have been ordered shortly befOl'e Edward left LillIe Rollright, with his
second marriage already an-anged. In either case the monument was erected during
Edward's lifetime and many years before his death, a praCLice alien to rnodern sensibilities
but relatively common in the 17th cemur),. Patrons n1ight commission their own memorials
for fear that the heir would neglect his duty or spend too little, bttl even those with full
confidence in the next generation often chose to commemorate themselves long before they
died . The monument fixed a penr~ancnt image of Its subject, not necessarily as he would be
at the time of his death but as he would wish to be remembered. 68 Edward Dixon W~lS by no
means the only 17th-century gentJeman \\ ho knelt at pl-ayer in his own parish church each
Sunday, watched by an alabaster image of himselr.
The wording on the monument itself tells us what its patron intended:
lIoe monumemUnl ~/nL"at Edwardus DtX011 Annign; ~'bi. llxoribllS i!t lrb,ris, ul qUOj tlila
vparartl, lumulw socUlTel.
Edward Dixon, armiger, erected this monument, to himself, his wi\'es and children. so
that the tomb should bring together those whom life separated.

The Latin would allow the translation 'to himself, his wives and children' or 'Jor himself, his
wives and children'. and perhaps both meanings were intended. rhe purpose of the
monument was not simply to commemorate the individuals it portrayed, but to assemble
them in permanent communion as an image of \irtue and to serve as a comfOl-t to the living.
This is a monument to a family, nOt in the ense of a lineage but as a godly community in
which each member had his or her own place. Both of Edward's wives, past and fUlure.
would be pan of lhis fami ly and cou ld be portrayed LOgelher even though in life they
followed one another. It is possible, too, that the monument commemorates a happy first
rnarriage. Husband and wife had worshipped together in the church, and Cecilia was
probably buried at Little Rollright,69 perhaps in the church ilSelf. The 'separalion' referred
to in the inscription was brought about not only by her death but by Edward's depanure
when he retlll-ned to Kent. His family'S life was about to move into a new phase, but he leh
behind him in Little Rollright a permanent memorial to the years they had spent in
Oxfordshire.

POS rSCRIJYT: THE LATER DIXO S
Little Rolldght was alread) the home of ~Inother member of the Dixon famil). John Dixon
was Edward 's brother, the lhird of Ilenry and Mary's sons, born about 1605. Like his hither
and several of his brolhers he allen led St John's College, Oxford, graduating wilh the
degrees of B.A. in 1626 and M.A. in 1628, bUl instead of proceeding like most of his klllsmen
from there to GI·ay's Inn and a career ill the la\\, John went to Cloucester Hall (later LO
become \rVotcester College) to sllld) medicine. John Dixon graduated f~-o m Gloucester Iiall

Ii? I Jewelh

n, fim~ml M(I"ummt~, 55-6.

6101 Jlml. 53-8.

1i~1 C(''<:III.I Dlxon·s burial is nOll·ecorded "lth other.. at lonbridge in 16-17, and Whlle1ocke'$ diary doe..
not mention ... burial at fo"'\'ole)' Coun.
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1634 as a BachelOi of Medicine, though whether he e\'("1 practised as a physician I~ not
known . He appears to ha\'e remained in Oxford as pan or the genteel academic cOllll11unil)
at Gloucester Hall ,70 but by 1649 he was at I.iltle Rollright and was an active pllrcha~el of
land and property In Over orton, leaving hiS mark with the construction of "Dixon's barn
and rickyard' at the southern end of the \'illage.71 John and Edward's unm31+ried sister Jane
Dixon was also Jiving at Little Rollright in March 1656 when she made her will, leaving
everything she owned to 'my ver)' affeClionatel)' loving brother Mr. John Dixon '.7~
Like his brother,John Dixon was also drawn into the affairs of the hard-pressed Chadwell
famil) al Chipping Nonon. Though Mid,ael Chadwell had paid lhe fines for delinquent>
imposed upon him as a Royalist. he was pursued by his ueditors for the debui left by hiS
falher and had lillIe prospeel of paring lhem. In 165·1 he mongaged all his lands 10 a 10C<11
aUorne),John Crispe. with John Dixon and Rithard Daunce, a Chipping Norton innkeeper,
signing as trustees. 73 1,\·0 years later Chadwell died. and within a few months or his death
his widow Alice was married to John Dixon . John was over 50, Alice evidentl)' younger as
she ga\e birth to a daughter in 1659.7.' John Dixon paid hearth tax for a house of6 hcanhs
at LitLle Rollright in 1662. but a larger hOllse of 7 hearths wao;; assessed to another t3xpa)Cr
which suggeo;;ts thal the manor-hou!,e was le3\ed out while the Dixons used ~tanor Farm
John also paid the tax for a 7-hearth house in Chipping i'lonon ; he and Alice wel-e Iinng in
the town in 167,1 and the) mUSt ha\'e been the last members of the family to Ji\'e at Little
Rollright. 75
The Dixon family at Hilden. too. WAS in decline. Edwarcl"s son and heir Ilenr), was a
wa)ward youth, though his sister EliJabeth retognised the value of an influential kinsman
and Bulstrode \\'hitelocke recorded with approval in August 1661 'letters.. from his 'Jiece
Dixon . full of respect, & resolution to follO\\ his Counsell in all her con cernes' . \VhitelO<.ke
selected a suitable match for Hem-) but 'unexpe(tedly & indiscreetl) his Nephew b}' ill
Counsell brake it ofT', and in~ilead married the daughter of a gentry family nearlbnbridge
in 1662 71). In October 1662 Whitelotkc's diary noted 'Ieuers from his ephew Dixon about
selling his estate'. and the Inanor of Chipping orton and mOSt of the land in Over Norton
- bUl nOllhe LillIe Rollrighl eSlale - sold for £530 in AuguSl 1663 10 Thomas Chambcrlayne.
gemleman. ofCra)'s Inn and OddinglOn ((; los.).77 lIenl ) Dixon died in March 1669. aged
only 35. Ilis sister Elizabeth had died a year e~lrlie1.7~ Il enr)" left two young daughters blll
no sons. Some of his property in Kent was mortgaged. and his estate was left to hi\ wife for
her life and then equall) divided between his daughlers Jane and Sarah. An inventory of his
possessions at Iliiden Manor with a 101ai value of £ 1,09 1 15\. Bd. shows a mansion b:IVishl)
In

70 Ifum. OXlJll. -106-7; W Mc\1urra, (cd.), 1'1" R"mdl oj l im Cl/) Prlmh/'\ (1925), 1/6-/; J Gih~oll (eel.),
Ox/ortil/u,-, (uui Aorth Bl'Tltlh", l'r ol,llaJwII R,tunn ol1dhl'c IWlw/,.,,1I 1641·-12 (OXO Il. Re<, StK 59. 1~~14 ).
161 ' \fr. Dixon' wa.s li~led .at Gloucester lI.llllhough he wafS ab"(,lll \\-hell the PrOicstatl(ln oath .... a~ taken 111
I f>42. illld the retum for Lillie Rolll'ighl l!<i O1I'oslIlg.
71 Bodl. MSS D.O. Dawkins. C.3.\.6/ I . fi/3·(}.
72 1NA. PROS ll /278 r 323.
7~ Cal. Cmmn. for c:ompoundmg, p. 20U6; TNA. C 5/27/'27
74 1 NA. PROB 111258 r. 325; Chipping !'lol'lnn pari"h rt"gi'itt'l$.
75 INA. E 179 ~l55/3: ORO. E229.'3!D109.
76 Dmry of BuLII....u IVlllh'lod". 634-6. 645: ORO. 1I0R! 1'2 1D 7.
77 1M" of BU/'lnx!, Wh,ulo<u. 65'>: ORO. 11()R!l ~l' llJ M.
iM lonl)r'idg~ parish registers, buri"h 01 \In , tll/abelh Udrkcr. daughter or edward Dixon (."~ of
'-,,"bridge and wife of 'Ir, William Barler of St jd01("\ \u('c::t. I~ Mal . 166X, and of Il enn Dixon (:"..'1. 01
llilden. 20 \1ar. 1669.
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fllrl1l~hed with hangings, rich fabrics, carpelS, plate and silver. In the stables was the family
coach. The ramil} seat at Hilden still renected the wealth of previolls generalions. 79
Ihe estate at Little Rollright was to remain in the ownership of Henl)"s descendanLS for
another ccntul'y, but no member of the family lived there and no further monuments were
eretted in the church. Jane Dixon, his elder dauglllcr who inherited half the manor of Little
RoHright, married 'athalliel Booth of Gra)'s I nn ill 1699 but died childle,,; Little Rollt;ght
church owns a silver paten inscribed Jane Dixon 17 :~O'.K(I Her sister Sarah. who received the
other half of the manor, married Percival Hall of Lullingsto ne Castle in Kent in 1689. and
it was thei! daughter Anne Dyke (d. 1763) who inhcl-iled both her mother's share and that
of hel aunt Jane. returning the estate to single O\\nership. Anne's son Sir John Dixon D) ke
HI. sold the manor of Little RoHright in 1767 to ir John Reade BI. of hipton Court,
Shipton. under-,.vychwood. bringing to an end the Dixons' I 50-rear tenule of the estate. SI
Tht, story of William Blower. his sister's family the Dixons, and their connections with
Lillie Rollright can be traced only in iLS Qudines, and without personal papers or estate
records man) questions must remain unanswered. Evcn the little that is known, however. is
~uffi(·ienl to throw new light on their rnonuments in the parish (hurch, while the
monuments provide an insight into lhe people they COlllmemorate. In many respects the
stOI,) is a familiar one: the purchase of estates b) moneyed Londoners aspiring LO become
landed genu-yo I he transmission of wealth between families by womcn. the fragility of genlry
families' survi,al when many adults and children died young, and the use of parish churches
ali mausoleums for the families who owned them al-e all themes found throughout 17thcentul), England . The monuments these families left behind are an additional source to be
used in our search to understand their lives and theil impact on local history.
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