The Missing Diaries of the Venerable Alfred Pott,
BD (1822-1908), First Principal of Cuddesdon
College and Archdeacon of Berkshire
By
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SUMMARY
Archdl'afOn Poll ll.\:'Jembled this manlLscnjJL derivtd from his dtanls as a memon; ~olel) for tht' use and mlfft'."
oj 1m fann/)' ami descendants ( J 9U3). Few COjJliS Wfre circulated: llus arbelt contains extracts from wha/may

hi! the 0111) suroh,ing text. The author oj Pott's entry in Ihe Oxford Dichonary of Natiollal Biogrllphy belteved
the Memoir to hmlt bun 'lost'. For those U'!IO would wi!l/i to read it, I intend to offer a COp)' of Ihe (omp/plf'
Memoir to lht' Bod/non Ubrary, OxfOl'd. J

amuel Wilberforce (1805-73), Bishop of Oxford, established Cuddesdon College at the
beginning of his episcopate: it opened 150 years ago (1854). Wilberforce appointed the
Revd Alfred POll Principal of the new theological college.
POll was briefly curate at Swallowfield, Berkshire; curate, vicar, rural clean of Cuddc.!tdon
and principal of Cuddesdon College (1852-58); reClOr of East Hendred (1858-69); rural
dean and vicar of Abingdon ( 1869-74): vicar of Clifton Hampden (1875-82); ,icaJ of
Brightwell (1879); vicar of Sonning (1882-99), serving also as Archdeacon of Berkshi,·e
(1869-1903). His early career was as a boy at Eton, undergraduate at Balliol, then dcmy and
fello" at Magdalen: he graduated BA (1844), MA (1847) and BD (1854). Ordained by
Wilberforce as deacon (1845) and priest ( 1846), POll remained the bishop's chaplain and
prOiegee throughout \'\'ilberforce's episcopates at Oxford and \-\'i nchester. and was made
honorary Canon of Christ Church ( 1858).
POll'S text follows. 1 have retained his spelling, pUllclUalion and capitalisation. Editorial
interpolations appear in sq uare brackets. The sectio n he,aciings are the editor's.

S

CUDDESDON (1847-58)
1846. At the Christmas ordination I received Priest's Oreiers, at the hands of Bishop
\Vil berforce and after the ordination he asked me to become his curate at Cuddesdon. 1'his
was anothel vcry great turning point in my life.
At Cuddesdon I had to form my own scheme of parochial organization. I lived in the liLLie
house still called the Old Vicarage. ReLaining m) Dcmyship,2 J kept up frequent intercourse
with College. It was a pleasant ride across Shoto\'er into Oxford, and I was a rider in those
days. The Palace too, was a frequclll resort, \\ hen the Bishop was at home.
1847. In February 1847 I moved to Cuddcsdon. It was and still is a rough agricultural
village. My only neighbour of my own class of Ii!" (outside the Palace) was the Revd \\' Snerd
a clergyman without cure, who lived at Denton. li e was al that time unmarried, but later on
married his cousin and ultimately al the death of his brother succeeded to the family estate
of Keele in StafTordshit'e.

.

I Alfted POll, .\lnnOlr o!m\. U.fr. 1822,/90J. '11"ped
• .\1 ~Iagdalen
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Fig. I Alfred POll. (Clifton Ilampden
church). Photogl aph lind I) pr(wid«l
by the Re\'d I:'.dw,u·d Tildesle). vicar of
CliHull Ilampden

J was assisted in parish and chUl'eh work by the Re\'d Emelius Bayley. an old Elan
contemporar"y: he was a man of great eanlestness and considerable preaching ability, but of
rather narrow Low Church opinions. J Ie did not remain long at Cuelelesdon. but received
several pieces ofprefennent, St George's, Bloomsbury, Stjohn's. Paddington and ultimately
succeeded to a baronetcy from his father.

1852 . MC(lIlwhjJe my work at Cuddesdon had gone on quietly with but little variety. 1 had
been Bishop's Inspector of Schools for the Deanery and also Secretary for the SPG for the
Archdeaconry. [\Vhen1 the vicaJ-age was sep~naled by Act of Parliament from the Bishopric I
became Vicar. This was thought to necessitate the building of a better house and in the
ensuing y'car the present Vicarage was built by Mr SlreeL~ It was built in an open field but
the upgrowth of the trees, which I planted , has been rapid .
Riding one evening across Shotover with the Bishop, he suddenly asked me whethel I
would undertake with the Vicarage, the headship of a College for training men for Ilol}
Orders. which he greally desired to establish. The ofTer (arne upon me sudden I)' : I did not
full} realise what the acceptance of such an offer involved, nor how unequal I reall)' was both
physicall) ,,-mel intellecllIaJly for the work. But I did accept it ignorantly. The next year wa\
spent in getting plans and subscriptions and in meeling difficulties and objections, raised in
OxfOl'd and elsewhe,-e against any stich scheme. This was the beginning of Cuddcsdon
College. 1 he Grst stone of the building was laid in the spring of 1853. the building
completed and opened for use aL the end of 1854 . '

:\ (;emge Edmund 5treel. t M2·HH. O,ford dio<('\an arclllteci.
1 Sl.'e: Clldd~,'idoll Colltgt 18H-/90-l, fl Ruord (wd fl ,'\1n1l0"al (I90·t); Owen ChadWick. nit FOllluialJ01I oj
Cllddflr/(m ( 1954) and Mark D. Chapman. Am/)(Hladon of Clmst: Commemoratmg J5() lear:'! oj Illl%grenl
Fdllmtlllll. Cluitfl'w/OPI. /854-2004 (2004),
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1854. The first twO students C F Poners and Edward Sturges lived at first with me in the
Vicarage. But the next term brought an accession of inmates and an addition to Ollr starT.
Our first Vice-President was Henry Parry Liddon. 6 to whom the tone and character of the
College fTom its first beginnings owes far more than to myself.'
I am now looking back nearly half a century. and those now connected with the College
can hardly realise the difficulties of those days. The bitter and malignant animosity of many
in the University, the coldness of some of the Bishop's own friends all combined to make our
position an uneasy one. The press raised its voice against us. In Oxford iLSelfmany an eJTort
was made to prevent graduates coming LO us. I remember a probationer fellow of a large
College being called into close residence in order to prevent him coming to Cuddesdon. r
remember a Bishop in the North te lling a candidate for Orders, that without absolutely
refusing, he had serious objections LO adm itting any candidate from such a place. I have still
in my possession a bound volume of pamphlets and tracts all but twO attacking us. 8
1855. We were married in Clifton Hampden Church by Bishop Wilberforce,9 just before
taking possession of the new Vicarage at Cuddesdon. The College was augmented by the
addition as Chaplain of th e Revel Alben Barff.lo

EAST HE N D RED (1858-69)
1858. The living of East H endred became vacant, which I accepted and read myself in on
Advent Sunday. But we did not move until Easter 1859 [and) did not occupy the Rectory at
Il endred till later in the year. Liddon left Cuddesdon at the same time as myself. I I
The pa,;sh of Hendred was at a very low point of morality and culture. The Squire, [Eyston)
was Roman and many [villagers) of the same persuasion. No School worth anything: the Church
in a miserable state. \Ve began work by building Schools and attempting LO train a Choi]:
InJul y we began the restoration of me Parish Church under Henry Woodyer,l2 bllt it was
not co mpleted for nearly twelve months. My dear boy was born at Hench-ed and baptised in
th e t.emporary Church, Bradfield's Barn . The Church was reopened , Jul y 22. The Bank in
which the Restoration Fund was placed, SLOp ped payment and we los t so me £ 150. Also o ne
of the Aisles suddenl y collapsed. It became and still is a very good speci men of a vi llage
Church.

5 Later vicar of BanbUl"Y.
6 The Revd Henry Parry Liddon. 1829-90, canon orSt Paul's Cathedral and Ireland Professor of
Scr~rul"e. Oxford University.
The lea-pOL with the lid on" a well-known appellation used to deM:ribe cad} Cuddesdon's leadership,
came from the combined names of POll <'md Liddon. Equally, Bishop Samuel Wilberforce, known as 'Soapy
Sam', it somewhat derogatory but. perhaps. descriptive nickname, was derived from the conjoined inilials
Samuel Oxon and his young prolt!ge, Alfred Pott (SOAP),
8 See: John Jackson, DO. Bishop of Lincoln. RfSI be/ore Labour: the Adttalltages and Dangers o/ThfoLoglCal
Collfge.i: (' St'rm01l Prt'ached ol1June 21, 1859.
9 POll married Emily Harriet Gibbs, daughter of the Revd Joseph Gibbs, vicar of Clifton Hampden. Oil
5JU~, 1855.
I The Revel Alben Barff, 1828-1913. Barff "cmained at Cuddcsdon until 1858, when he look the living
of North Moreton. He was then preferred as vicar of Sr Giles, Cripplegalc (1886). becoming Prebendal), of
Sl Paul's Cathedral and head of the Choir School. See: Gerald Ilowat , A f1lStory' 0/ North Mareion (2000),
which olTers considerable detail of Bal"fT's ministry at North Moreton .
11 To become Vice-Principal ofSt Edmund Iiali. Oxford.
12 See: John Ellioll and John Pritchard. 11m') Wood)"tr: Gmtlnnlllt ifrchtll!Cl (2002), and Harry Redfern.
'Some Recollections of William Butterfield and Ilenry Wood)'cr' in Archllut muJ. Building NeuJs, 14 April
19·H .
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Fig. 2. Alfred POll. (EaSt Hendred
church). Pholograph kindly
pl"Ovided by the Re\d Rila Ball,
rector or EilSl Hendred.

1862. Our curale Charles Smith left and was succeeded by W C Parler. who however
remained but a short time. He left in January. I became Rural Dean of Abingdon in
succession to the Revd N Dodson. Geor'ge Robertson became my curate and settled with his
wife and children in the village. I L was the beginning of a life-long friendship with all of
them.
1863. Edwat-d King l3 succeeded Swinny as Principal ofCuddesdon.H But for the first term
of the year, 1 returned and took the management of the College, my wife and children living
with me at the Palace, the Bishop being away.
1865. I n the Parish the usual routine went on. I undertook the office of Guardian, a
thankless and unprofitable one. My Diocesan work steadily increased. For thankfulness this
year, was my recovery after a bad fall from a hor:)e while riding to Wantage, June 27.
ABINGDON (1869-74)
1867. On August 13. Mr Dodson for many years Vicar of Abingdon,l5 died. The Bishop
strongly urged me to lake his place. and most reluctantly I at last yielded. The loss of incorne
was nm inconsiderable, the charge of such a town I greatly shrank from , and there was 110
hou,!,e ready. Still it s{'emeci a call. and we delermined to try. HlIl we did not move till 1868.
1868. We lefll-lenclred not without much regret in January, in some ways we left (he parish
beLter than we found it. Church well restored and schools buill. The people were sorry. I
think , to lose us and ga\'e us a very prclly tea and corTee service in silver. There was no hOllse

13 Edward King. 1820-1910, Bishop oj Lincoln, 1885- 1910.
1·1 rhe Revd lien!") II Swinn). Pnm-ipal. Cuddesdon College. 1858-63 .
I S TIle Revd i'Jalhalllei Dodson, vicar nl'Ahingdon . 1824 -67.
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1'('<'ld), at Abll1gdon. We took a small villa at the top of the Vineyard. ""cry insufficielll and
uncomfortable. \Ione)" was raised (or building the present Vicarage in Albert Park .. \ ,"cry
good hoU'se was built from Dolby's plans which we occupied towards the end of the veclr. 1fi
In the parish we had all to begin. Mr Dodson hf.ld been Vicar [or many years and dUring
the latter pan of his life - blind. All had been left to indifferent Curates. St Ilelen's Church
\\as \\elJ filled, but in a miserable state of dilapidation. I began with four excellent Curates,
Causton, Kell" Cobham and Jervis. \\'e had two Churches always to provide for, somctimes
three, St Nitholas' was usually taken b} a Chaplain from Oxford, at that time the well-kno\... n
rom Shon ofTrinity.17
rhe S<..hools were beneath contempt. The best teaching in the place was at the British ..1I1e1
FOI eign. A good In falll School had been recently provided in the Conduit Road through the
exertions of Chilrlotte Godfrey.
Our first important Parish work was to build Schools. The Governors of Christ's HospiLaI
pulled down a number of tenements quite unfitted for inhabitation behind the Queen's
I Imel. and gave us the site for OUI" new Schools. Boys. Girls and J nfants. This was the special
wOl'k of 1868-9.
) n I M69 we began to agitate the question of the restoration of 5t Helen's, a work of great
COM and difficulty. It was a long while before we ventured to begin it.
At the close of this year Bishop \Vilberfol"ce was made Bishop of \\'inchester and was
succeeded at Oxford by Mackarness. IK ) continucd to be examining Chaplain to the formeT
at \Vinchester.
At about thi~ time Bishop \Vilberfone offered me the Archdeaconry of Berkshire. which
Arc.-hdeacon Randall had reSigned. This ofTice I have held ever since and am still holding in
1900.
1871. rhe resLOl'ation ofSt Ilelen's was begun under \\'oodyer. 19 All through the year I was

a good

de~d

with the Bishop of \Vinche~tcr in his Diocese.

1873. On July 19 my dear fl'iend Bishop Wilbetfol'ce was killed by a rail from hi' hOl'se in
SUlTey while riding with Lord Granville. It was an overwhelming blow. I was one of his
earliest ordained, and for man} years his Chaplain both at Oxford and \>\'inthesler. He was
buded at Lavington, Friday July 25. I was able to assist at the funeral.
St Ilelen's was opened after a veq complete reslOnuion on \\'ednesday July 30. by Bishop
\1i1ckarness. Looling back on my short incumbency of Abingdon Illy first feeling is my own
physical unfitness for such a charge. I undertook it wholly and entirely under pressure from
without. During that period we provided an excellent Parsonage House, good and sufficient
sc.-hools, and restored to its original beaut) the grand Church of t Helen .
I am quite sure, looking back, to 26 years ago. that J \\-"as right in lea\ing Abingdon, when
) did. I was thoroughly exhausled and broken do~n alike in mind and body. I remember
\ome year~ before I took Abingdon, that Butler [of \Vantage] said: 'Anyone who goes to
\bing-don mllst expect to be burned in the \Ial kct Place before much can be done.' I found

Ifi }o.d~"in I)ulb.... HtlK-19()(). archilen. of I'ad.. Cre<,«('Ill. Abingdon"
17 I h(- R('\dnlOlU<b Shon. \fA, BO. It,(IUTer at Sl ,\i(hol.L'i. Abingdnn. IK:l2-i2
IX John heldt·' \tad"arne~s, IS20.. , 9, BI'ihnp of Oxford, 1~70-~9"
19 Henn \\"ocxher. IHI6-96. church arc.illtCtl
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Fig. 3. William John Butler (1818-9-1). vicar
of Wantage. founder of the Wantage Order.
Dean of Lincoln .

this prophecy wholly untrue. Nothing could exceed the kindness I experienced all round.
especially from the middle class. 20
CLIFTON HAMPDEN (1875-82) & BRIGHTWELL (1879)

1875. \Ve began this year in a new home, which was the old. My dear wife born there. we
were married thel-e. her Father and Mother lay in the Churchyard. The house built for her
Father had been enlarged and allered by John Gibbs.
1878. In December the previous year Archdeacon Clerks for many years Archdeacon of
Oxford died. There was a great expectation that I should succeed him at Christ Church. Dis
aliter visum. Bishop Mackarness elected Edwin Palmer. I was a little disappointed.
1879_ On February 6, my brother in law Willy Gibbs,21 was man-ied. He was now Vicar of
Abingdon, and in our old home. Early in the year the living of Brightwell became vacant and
(he Bishop pressed it upon me_ Most reluctantly I was persuaded to accept it, and was
instituted on May 7. But within a few days came the great sorrow of our lives. Our dear
eldesl boy was killed by an accidenl on the II til [May] and lies in Clifton Hampden Church
Yard. After our gl'cat sorrow I gave up Brightwell.
1882. The Bishop pressed me very much to accept Sonning. After more than one refusa l, we
were fairly forced into il.

20 The Revd William J Butler. 18 18-9-1. vicar of Wantage. 18·16-80, founder of the Want<tge Sisterhood,
1850 . Dean of Linwln . 1885-94, The obilua,'y to Alfred Pott in Til, Ablllgriomml notes that he was a
governor of Abingdoll School fro m 1869 until 1902. for a large part of the time acting <IS chairman . 1n all
the decisive changes. which followed the Re/JOri of t"~ Publ,. SchooLI Commt.tUoll of 1866. 1m authority did
much to gu id e the educational policy of the sc hoo l (The AhmgdorHlm, Abingdon School magazine. April
1908. pp. 147 -Ii and 161). James l bw nsend obse l-ved in his Hulo,) 0/ Abmgdon that the reSpef..l POll wo n in
the town GUlle. 'by his great business capac ity. by his authority as a scho lar. and by the tact and vigour of his
character.' Uames IO\\'Il'.end, A HL~lory oj Abingdon. 19 I 0, republished, 1970).
21 TIle Revd William Cobham Gibbs. vicar of Abingdon, 1878-8·1.
Published in Oxoniensia 2005, (c) Oxfordshire Architectural and Historical Society
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SONNING (1882-99)
1882. And thus a new epoch of our life began. Most unwillingly did we change QUI' home,
hut it seemed ordered for us. [was now sixty and in very poor health. My dear wife still more
feeble.
1883. We moved into the enlarged Vicarage on Saturday April 7. Sonning was a great
change from Clifton Hampden. We hardly foresaw how little it would have agreed with my
wife's health, nor did I realise my own unfitness for fresh work. But we were very kindly
received and had many sources of happiness during Our seventeen years continuance
there. 22
1888. In the Parish QlIr principal work was the erection of a Parish Room. The cost was
defrayed partly by a bequest of £500 from my predecessor Hugh Pearson, partly by gifts
from Mr Golding Palmer and myself.
T'his year was marked by the prolonged illness of Bishop Mackarness, resulting in his
resignation of the See, He and 1 had been much thrown together: at Eton in the Sixth Form,
at Oxford and now for some years as Bishop and Archdeacon.
1889. [Mackamess] was succeeded immediately by Bishop Stubbs,23 who had been for some
years Bishop of Chester. No consecration was needed, but he was enthroned in Christ
Church on January 31. The Bishop of Reading and myself earnesLly pressed our new Bishop
to nominate a suffragan to help him with his work. Privately] urged the Bishop to put Leslie
Randall's name first of the two [nominees], and myself only second. Leslie was then
Archdeacon of Buckingham, and was consecrated Bishop of Reading on November 1 at
Westminster.
1890. The Clergy and Laity of the County asked me to sit for my picture to W Richmond 24
presented to me in Reading by the Bishop on September 22. or the character of the picture
there was and still is more than one opinion.
1892. T'his year found us still at Sonning, although we were constantly contemplating a
change. Both [ and my wife constantly ill.
1899. We had long since talked aboul resigning Sonning. The events of the past year led me
to ,ell,he Bishop that I should place the living in his hands towards the end of 1899. Perhaps
we ought to have taken this step several years earlier but for a time retaining the
Archdeaconry.
Of my work of seventeen years at Sonning I am hardly tojudge. I went there unwillingly
and looking back I feel I was really too old when I went there to undertake such a pal"ish.
But others thought differently and these things are ordered for us.
1902 . Every month makes me more and more certain that I was right in giving up Sonning.
I am really unequal to the work aJike in mind and body. So far I have continued to act as
Archdeacon at lhe end of Bishop Stubbs's Episcopale, and lhe beginning of lhat of lhe

22 Although Woodyer had altered Sonning vicarage (1854). it ..... as enlarged by Edwin Dolby (1882). who
designed work for POll at Abingdon. Woodyer'S considerable wOI'k at East Hendred and Abingdon is likely
to have been derived from a friendship with POll at Eton. Many of Woodyer'S early commissions came from
rami~ friends and associates. T1u:'reafter his clients included friends he had met at Eton and Oxrord.
2. William Stubbs, J 25-1901, Bishop or Oxford, 1889-1901.
24 Sir William Blake Richmond, 1842-1921, pOI"Lrait painter.
Published in Oxoniensia 2005, (c) Oxfordshire Architectural and Historical Society

7H

N I

(~

F I

II A M 1\1 () I\i

n

present Bishop. Bishop Stubbs died in 1901 and "as succceded by Bishop l'aget. 2J But the
A.nhdeaconry I a lso propose LO resign after the present year.
1903 . On Janucu') 1st I re igned th(' J\rchdea(ollt) of Berl~hire aftci an incumbency of
thinY-lhrce )'ears. On the 21s1 of the ~am(' Illonth Ill' dear \Vire was taken to her rest in
peate after Illuch suffering. R I p'~fi

2:; Fr.lIlci .. p;]gc(' 1851-191 I. BI'illOp 01 OXIOld, 19() I - II
21) 1 ha\'e throughout rcfelTcd 10 CI()cL.lol(l' .. Umral /)1If'tltrf). 19(ft rhere are 'iome discrepanc-it:'i in
d.ltc .. hetw('en Cnx lforci and H,t(J :\It·mmr, bllt I haH: l(:t.ull(.,d Pott'.; 1'C<:()Id of dates.
Published in Oxoniensia 2005, (c) Oxfordshire Architectural and Historical Society

