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SUMMARY 

Tht Oxford Archatological ('nit earned oul a ',n/,\ oj archcuologulll t1we~t;galion.s at St. Aldtllt\ Church, 
O-gord bl'il.L'Ull AUgll'il flntl OrlolNr 1999 dunllg th, in/proal "iurb,.,hmnl1 of tht cI'llrrh and 'h, [ormation 
of !oun(/at;om for a new entrrmu buildmg. 711t ;mlt'sligalion.~ hmll' r'lIeal,d lIaluable nt'll' roidnice for Saxon 
occu/JllllOTl OUlht Jilt' in tht form of a smt's oj tight mimmation burials u·lIIun c!wrcooL-ll1lfd grall,.,. Further, 
a nnall 'i.slll1u/' or probable Saxon occupation .\urface wa.~ expo.\td wit/un Ihe nave oj th, rhtlreh while a 
fragment of J Olit-al/fury (J"O\.~-shaft wllh (aml'd 'kllolwork' decoration wa.' rtcovered from within Ihe masonry 
oj the south nallt u1all. 

Lilllt ttlidtnee U'(l.S retri~tltd {or tht layout of Iht earl} church. HOUl'II,,, It ha.1 bun ,.\tablishtd lhatth, 
14th-century oyfJt bfJleath Iht south aislt was not originally fUnli'ilu'd u'llh a third. western ooJ. tht .5pact 

luwmg fonnerl) been orcllfJitd by a lateral JttltllLlell. Evidence for I 9th-centwy an-angements UI(J.'; recorded ill 
Iht fonn of Ulail footings, former floor swiace., and a .slone-buill fa'll ba.\e. In addilion, a lolal of 48 brick
lmed\/iajt graves and ont brick-constructed ban'ell)Qull, aLL oj 181h- find mrly 10 mid J 9th-century date, wert 
txpo,scd within the body of lilt church. 

T he Oxford Ar haeologicaJ nit was ommissioned by Batterton Tyack Architects, on 
behalf of the rector and churclH .... ardens. to undenake an archaeological watching brief 

during the reordering of SL Aldate's Church, Pembroke Square, Oxford (NGR: 451350 
206000) in accordance with a condition of the faculty for the reordering works. 

The extensive programme of building refurbishment al St. AJdatc's was undertaken with 
a view to increasing both the size and utility of the internal space of the church. In addition. 
a new entrance was formed at the NE. corner of the church via a new structure. also serving 
as a linking range between the church and adjacent Sl. Aldate's Coffee Shop on the corner 
of Pembroke Street, to the north of the chancel. Much of the internal works comprised lhe 
removal of relatively recent additions and the ,·elocation of a number of fitlings and 
monuments within the church. The principal element of work requiring archaeological 
monitoring was the reduction of the noor level by c. 0.50 m. over the fuJI area of the nave 
and aisles, chancel and chancel aisles to facilitale the installation of a new, concrete floor slab. 
Externally, an archaeological evaluation was underwken in advance of the excavation of 
foundation trenches for the new entrance range. 

LOCATION fu\lO Gl:.OLOGY 

St. Aldale's Church i, located to the west side of St. ;\ldate', Street (Fig. I), the main north
south thoroughfare (med ieval 'Fish Slreel') which leads from Carfax at the centre of the 
medieval core of Oxford southwards O\Cl Folly Bridge (formerl) 'Grand pont'), The site is 
bounded to the sOUlh and west b) Beef Lane (formerly 'Beef I I all Lane') and to the north 
by the rear oflhe soulhern propertie of Pembroke treet (formerly 'Penn) Farthing Street'). 
It lies JUSt within the defences of the medie\'aILOwn. and adjacent to the former south gate. 
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• Bunals 

I cathedral Garden (Slurdy. 1961-3) 
2 Cloister (Scull 1985) 

3 Tom Quad (Hauail. 1972) 
• 81 Aldat.·. 1890 

5 Pembroke 5quartl1960 
6 P8robfoIile Chapel c 1732 s:z: 

7 cathedral CemeI8fY (Boyle. 2001 ! 
~ 

h~. I SI \leI.lle-., Chlln.h: .,ill,.· I(K<iIIOIl (illduclin~ bUll •• "" lelt:ned 10 III Lilt: It·,t). 

I he ",ill' i", at an ele\"al1on ole (lO.:)') 111. abm l' Ordnance D,HUIll. The 01(lnan("(: SUlH'\ 

{;eologil·al Suney (Sheet 236. 6th IIl1Pl"l·",iol1, 1972) ",hows the area to be it 'tong-lit" of Iii \1 

OJ 1100d pl'lin gra\"eltcrracc c"\tending to the ,0111h ofthe centre of Oxford. I hl' di\lul"bed 
n;llllle of the eXGwaled Illilterictl milke", the idt'lltifitation of undiswrbed natural gld\el 
prohlcll1iHiGtl <Ind. where exposed dUling (lInl'll! work"" the upper ",udace of the gravel wa", 
Im.lIl'ci hl'lw('t'n 59.0·1 Ill. and j9.69 m . 0)). I"lil' "'lIb,oil (}\·erl)ing the gra\·eb (ompli'ied it 
f 0.·10 111. (lffulTIulaLion of mid red-blown "ill!, <.Ia\, the upper le\"e).., of Whllh di'pbncci 
C\ Idem(' oj probable limited cultlvatioll. I he upper lirnit of the Oxf()rd Cla\ \\d\ detl'llcd. 
elUllllg prohing and Soil \\'indO\\ "i .. ullplinH to thl' lIorth of lhe chancel. at it le\·e1 of 57 I i5 
Ill. - 37 IH 111. on. 
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III~TORI(' \1. DE\·E I.OI'~IE:-'T m THE. (ilL Rell (FIg" 2 - 5) 

I"he(hul'(h of ~l. Alcl~tte' is first recorded in the ·(: hroni<.on \i<m<J,tCI-jj deAbingdon'lIllhe 
~e(ond quane) ofthe 12th ccntury .\D as 'F~/11I elt'llfll/' Ovnford IIwml.\ll'num qfUHldam. \",ul, 
Ht/lUi, fP'~(OPl i't'lU'ralumi co/Hum/um'. 1 he implication is that, al thai date. Sl. .\Jdilte\ \\,1' 
alreach an c\t~lbli~hcd (hurch and it i, probable that it rcprc')elll'i an earlier f(H1ndation. 
pU"J~ibl~ or ~.\X()n origin. II ha ... l>eell .1rgued Lh~H Sf. .\Jelate\ f<nmnl one of a line 01 thn'e 
Saxon thul"ches (\\ilh the original min"Jter dlllrch [() the ea'it and Sl. Ebbt:\ 10 Ihe \\e\t) 
aligned along the north bank Oflhc ThanH.'S fc)nning the monastic precin(t of SL Frides\\idc. 
~lIb!>equentl) em eloped withll1 the ~oUlhel"n limit of the defcnded Saxon 10\\ n. 1 '-.lIne. 'live 
rampaign, of cxtension and reordering over the centuries, and in particular .111 ('xlen\l\'e 
rebuilding in the late 19th (el1lun, h.l\·c sen-eel I() ob""cure almo~t completeh tht, onginal 
lorm of SI. .\Idalt''''' and \\ e .. lie left \\ lIh lilt.' scam e\idence of suni\'ing f~1bri( to .. Hempt .. m\ 
form of rC(OIv,tnlClioll of the carl) church. The later pha""el) of elc\"eloplllcm .tll' a little 
ea~ier to elefine thankl) to the e\"idence of e,ilrh maps, a I)crie\ 01" hisloric plan!'; "hich ';\11 \ i\"c 
III the pan~h arrhi\cs and ~l nllrnbcr of drawings (Inel ph()togrllph~ from Ihe 19th and cad) 
20lh centuries. 

fhe 12Ih-ft'ntur} (hurch woule! have rompri"ied an aislele-,s n<-l\'e and chancel:.? (Fig. ~i<l) 

of \\ hich only fragmcllIs of a much-restored Romane-,que arG1de SUHP,;e 1'.\ .,'Iu. '1 h .... ar("ade 
h of Ii\{' btl\S wilh rOllnd arches "pringing from cushion capilal ... and i'i (ol1ll1lonl~ held 10 

hm e origin<tll) fOl med the western pan of the north dlanccl wall: It is shown in .\l"lll on a plan 
are. 1860 \\ith two small 'iplaycd (?~'orman) windows o\cr. The ilrradc \\<1, rcset 111 the ea,,1 
end of the nonh ch,nleel aisle during the m.~jor 19th-cemuq reordedng of the church het 
belo\\). It i'-l possible thai the length of this arcade rcpre'-lenb the length of the original 
chancel. \\11Ith would thus han' 11lt.'asured 6 m. It al'io seems rea\onablc 10 liuggestthat 'iu(h 
an arrangement would have been refle(led in the south wall and po"s,bh the eit\l \\.ill 01 the 
chan(eL '0 furthel fitbric from the <.'<:1.-1) (hul"ch suni\es_.\ square tower Willi added to the 
western end orthe dlll)"ch in the 13th renlU1Y (Fig. :lb).:l S'Mlly, alllrace of thiS stluUUle \\d\ 

rCIllO\cd \\ hen the weM tower \\as (,l1lire!) rebuilt in 18i3_ 1100\cver, Da\id I.ol-tgan\ llIap 
of 1675 (Fig. 6) and an ead, 19lh-(entur~ dr,1\\ ing 'Somh-\\"est view or Sl. r\Jdate\ Church' 
(Fig. 7) by the Oxford ar(hitectj.C. BucJ..lcr4 pre'iLlm .. tbh portray the Ijlh-(entur~ tnICllIrt' 
and. iLS Milh. give an indication or the original appearance ofLhe tower priolto the \"inorian 
rebUIlding. 

In Ihe C<I.-I) lIth cellluq (e 133~). Ihe ,oulh aisle of Ihe church '"'' f()Jmed b) Ihe 
addition of a three-bay thantn chapel dedicated LO lhe \ 'irgin \Ian and ,-\11 Saints to the 
I)(}uth side of the lla\-e b~ Sir John of Dod,ling-ton, five limc'i ma\or ofChJord (Fig. :k), I he 
chdpeimea'-lurcd f 11m. (1:..,.\\".) x 5.:n 111. (~· S.) and included~, I\\()-ba~. \aulted ulldercroft 
beneath Ihe ca!'ltern two bay~ of the ai"le. I he south wall of" lhe aisle originalJ\ displ<t\t.'d 
three \\indc}\\, of uniform design (of three lref(,iled lighl.~ with reticulated 1I~l("el~. two
cellll"eci heads wilh label!» scp~'ratcd c>..lcrnally b) stepped bULlrcsse~ dClllll1GHing the 
ilileriol ba~ di\·isions .. I 'he main ca'il "indO\\ was similar!) furnishecl with rcti(ulated 1ra(CI , 
\\ hi(h sun-in.'s withll1 lhe eXWIll stnl([lIrt'. ~ I he \'aulting of the cq Pi, whi(h \un-'j\C!; wela\, 
i, ofqu<lcil ipanill' fOl111 with deepl} chamfclcd rib'i that continue down the \\-'a lls <1'-1 g"loupt.'d 

J BI.ur. ~"1{/II •. ~(I\u/j (}\fmdvlI1r (I~'~)41, IIi-K. fig. K6. 
:! 1"(:/1 OW". ox. :\73. 
:\ Ihid 

Bodl \I~. IlUII.d.2. llo.lj. 
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re~pond\ , Lunent t"'Gl\alion; haH' IIldi<.atcd th.ll thc <.npt wa.., not origlll~a1h. furnished 
\\ ilh a third, we\tern ba~ as ha~ prt.~\lou,h het.·n ..,1Ig-gt·"IIt'd.:; Ilowc\'cr • .it (onneriy blocked 
d()ol"wa~ with two-ccntred head. lo<:aled in the \\t'~L \\~lll Oflhc cr)pt (reopened during the 
course of pre..,cnt works) , originalh provided a("(cs~ \ '1(\ a lateral o;tClir running ag-ain't the 
..,omh wall 01 tht' third 'ha\' a"rending [0 it glollnd len' l door in the west \\all or the aio;le, 
IIldicilled on Uud ... ler\ drawing (Fif.!; . 7), 

Ihe 15th tcnlun ... aw the fUIlher t.'nii.lrgt.'ment ()f tht, thunh \\ilh lhe addition, in 1-156 , 
of a nonherTl ai,k 111 the form of a Iwo-hit\ fhantn (hapel mea,uring 15 m. (F \\ .) x:l m . 
( \J ~ .) appended to the nOi th ... ide ()f Ihe na\ e (Ihe w(.',lern I\\() bay, of the extant north <1i;lc; 
Fig, :~d ), I"h{' worl.. \'£1"1 Ulldcrti.Lke n h\ Philip Pohon . fdlow of ,\11 Souls and (lrchdeaton of 
Glollce~I(,1 I hi-, fhelpd remained ,cpal alcd II (1111 the lla\ t' ILlltil 1.581 \\-'hen Ihe north arGlde 
w"" Ut'(Ht'd. an cvent commemorated 111 ;.1 ~ntall plaque furrenth located at the we,1 end of 
lht.' ai~ll' \\hifh rca(J., ' \\".E lhe ... {' piicrs \,eIC lIlade\,D. 15HI'. 

I"hc nOllh \\all \\-a~ furni~hed with two win<iO\\, of three cinquefoil ogee light, with 
\ erLicallraren Within four-centred head", wllh moulded Jamb ... and label", di\ided e'ternall\ 
b~ 'teppcd bUllre~~e", marking thc mlcnor l>a~ di\i,ioll', It i ... probable thatlhe OT-iginal ("(\\1 

wmdow of the aisle is lhal "hifh suniH'~ Weld\ in the t',l('ncleel north ai,le wall ( Ie~ct in the 
ldi.lrbi..,hnH:1lI of Ut~2--l): it ,,, ... t\Ii~licall\ ..,1111l1al to 1I1O't., de'ttribed abme though it i ... of 
,ligllll~ ,mallcr proportion ... and ha ... a f1~tlt t' l . lotll -u'mred head. 

In tlu.' t.·arh loth crnlUn . an uppel ... tort.', \,.1'" added to the ... outh ai..,le. bcing u"ed a ... a 
lihl i.lI' b\ Broadgale, 1 lall. Iilter Pemhrokc <:ollt..'gt,. 1111''1 tlppel "Iorey W<1' remo\ed during 
reordering in I ~t\2. lhough it\ appeillante ("an he 'htcll., ined in S()lne detail frol11 the 
Butkler drawing ... of the earh 19th t('ntUl\ (Fig"'. 7 and 8).1) The merall heighl of the ai"lle 
to tht.·nelge would (lppear to be mll(h in M"("orclitnu' \\ilh Iht' pre"elll height (rompOire Fig~ . 
H <lnd 10); the gable was. hO\\c\cI . of Inuth ... h<lIIO\,cI pllth (r 17 < Ii'om horiLCmtal) 
tompareel to the 19th ("cntur) ai ... k (f j:\' frol11 Ihe horiI(Hltal ), (hi, \\ould allow fOI .111 
~Iddili()nal wall height of pt' l hap"l ~,H Ill , aho\"(" t·"\i ... ting parapel le\"e1 for Ihe upper ~lOre, of 
lilt' ai~le. ' lhe ea~terll gable ~lnd ~outhl'nl pal apt'l \\t.'1 c tn.'nellilled, Ihe ",outh ele\(ltion WiI' 

lu'ni~hcd with six e\"enly-set hindO\\ opl'nillJ.{s \\ithin ~quare hcad~ : the lorm orlhe window" 
i ... not deal Irollllhc drawing' lho \ll-{h '011lt' indi(alion Ill." bt: gi\en b~ Ihe I()rm of lht: singlt: 
Ilppt'l· window of tht, eastern gabl<:. \\ hith I ... e)f Illree trt'i()ilcd lighl"" \\Ith pient'd 'I)andrel, 
withlll il 'quare head, fhe upper ,toIC\ \\;t" au.t'" ... ed h, an octagonal ~tailll11Tt'L <luachcd <II 
the S\\", torllC' or the ai"le. e\ ielenl on BlI( kkr\ dr<lwin)4" (Fig, 7) ;l\ well a ... on a pre-w01 b 
plan 01 ( 11!:10 (Fig. :Ie). 

I he pha~ing of the de\c1oplllcl1l 01 tht., til.lI1ft'l i ... unclcar. ,\.o; ha, been nOlcd abO\e. It 
",cen,.., rca,onablt· 10 ... uggc"Illhalthe oligil1~a1 I ~th-n:·ntlll~ (ililll(e1 \\a' (",6 m. long. and \\<1 ... 

flanked to north ~Ind south b\ fi\l'-ba) Rom <'lIlt'''Ique blind ilrGlcies.\t "'01111.:.' point. thc 
than(d \\a.., extcnded eastward!), doubling il~ It'ngth to it' prl'~cnt 11.9 Ill , lIo\\"c\cr, the io~ ... 
01 faint( dllling the IHo2 rebuild b pcr ififalh. Iht' rcplalc lllcnt of the wc\teln 0.5 Ill , of Ihe 
nOllh and ,outh (hanfcl wall, by t\\()-h,1\ op(.:n ,uradt·, /-{i\ing onto the lIt'wh fCHllled 
<.!t "\II(.(.'1 a"le, ) l11akt'~ the dille of thi ... l" It'n ... ion diflinlh to define with ;-111' (cllailll\, IL ha ... 
bet'l1 ,ugg{"Lcel Ihal Ihi ... C\l'11l Illa, haH' O((\lI1t:<I i.I ... eall\ a ... the I:~th ("t'lll1l1~.7 Ih,.., 
..,uppo,ition \"" ba"ed upon ... t\li\tit t'\ldt'I1U', III »"llIllIl.1I ollh(.' ",ingle-light \\indO\\ in lhe 

,", t",g,.1 '-,ht,,\\uo(\ .1Ilt! '\ Pt'\',nt'., 'hI' 1I1l11r1U/g~ "1 1 11~/(//jd." (h/fllfl,/m, t 19i I), 2~i 
h I~(}(II , \IS, nf)n, ;I.~, 110\, 1:). If) and 1M 
7 t- ,( h.-Ito .. , 1 ht, (11).\111 .lIld (,. O\\l h 01 "I. \ltl.ll l· ... (hunh, Chlul(l fmlll I06(j W Lhl" 1)1t""'('nl ().n ' 

tp.lpt'l H, •• dIU "I. \hl;.tlt,\ "e llo",(up , j '\11\ Pllli) , 
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Fig 6. DetailofSt \ldate'" from Log-gan'" map of (hlcm) of Ifii.1 (:\B. north 10 botUlin ofpagt'). 

extended north chancel ,,·all. rhe "i1)lc of tlti"i winci<m i"i ear'" Gothic (slylisticall\" late 12th 
("emur)): the stonework, howc\·er, i"i quile obviousl) of recem date and lillie mav be infened 
from its forl11. H In the C~I~1ern suni,"ing- "i('Oi011 oflhc ..,01l1h (hanccl ,\·all is a windm\ of three 
trcf()iled ligh1"i with pierced ~pandrels "iel, significanti), within a square head \\ith moulded 
hood (Fig. 5): irnernalh it i"i c.,pla\ed with a moulded rear-arch .. \gain . much of the 
stonework appcar"i to be relatively modern though it "ihould be noted that the internal "iplap 
111<1) be of some antiquity. Buckler's dril\\ing of 'St. ,\Idate\ Church fi·om lhe ea"il'~l (Fig, H) 
shows two funht:J' windows of similar form in Ihe b'I\"", WC"it of the suni\ing example, and 
the similarity of thc"ic windows to that "ihown lighting the upper storey of Ihe south ai~le 
(carh 16th-eenwr) in date) should be noted. Funhcl. this dra\\ing shows the ca~l chancel 

K It ,houlcl be nOled lhal C1ni.,wpher'<; plan uf IXf):l-:lmdit.tll'" lhtlt lhe hhole of lht' Ilorth (h.n1(e! \\,\11 
\\,J~ rebuih ouring hi .. IlMjor n~()rdning \\()1 k. 

~I Bod! ,,'-, Don.a.2. no.IM. 
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\\ indo"" prior LO alterations in 1832; it is of five treloiled lights with perpendicular tracer) 
within a t\\'o~ce ntred head. Finally, a series of stone corbels of c. 1500 sUl'vi,'e in the chancel 
and north aisle lO and it would thus appear I'easonable, from this evidence, LO suggest a date 
of the 15th or eadv 16th century for the extension of the chancel [0 its present length (Figs. 
3d and el. 

During the 17th century. a small family monuary chapel was appended to lhe south side 
or lhe chancel by John \Vest of HamplOn Payle, a former parishioner ".,'ho, along with his 
wifc Mary and daughter Ann. is commemorated in the fine marble wall monument reset in 
the north wall orthe west tower during the current reOl'dering. 11 A south porch (within the 
area of the third bay of the south aisle) was also adeled during the 17th centuTY (Fig. 31). 
Buckler's drawing (Fig. 7) depicts a porch of classical design, c01l1prising a round-headed 
doorway nan ked by applied pilasters supporting a simple entablature. Both of these reatures 
survived up until 1862 and are well documc11I.ed in plans. drawings and photographic 
sources (see for example Fig. 9). A depiction of Sl. AJdale's church in the later 17th cemur) 
is provided by Loggan's map or 1675 (Fig. 6) ,,·:hich shows the church with a short, t.wo·bay 
north aisle (as built in 1456) ~Illd a chancel, apparently of smaller proportions than that 
'""hich stands today. The shortenjng or the chancel may be the result or cartographic licence, 
evident clsel,'here in Loggan, and need not nccessarjly imply a short chancel at this date: 
other sources suggest that [he chancel \\'as extended to its cUlTenllength in the late) 5th or 
earl~' 16th century. ~Io the north of the chancel, the map appears to indicate a small enclosed 
garden bounded to the east by a nonh·south aligned, single·slOrey gabled building and 1.0 

t he north by a lov·: wall. The churchyard is bounded to the south and west by a wall wil h a 
central gateway giving to the streelLO the sOUlh; LO the north by a series Or buildings frunting 
Ollto Pembroke St.reet (with access via an archway the eastern end or the street), and to the 
east by a f"urther range of" houses fronting onto St. Aldate's. These latter houses. late 
medieval or post-medieval in origin, are listed in Salter's Survey oJOxJord as 'four tenements' 
in 1626 (Tenement S'1\f95); r.hat on the corner or Pembroke Streer as 'The Church I louse' 
(S\I\/96), a double tenement with passageway to the West, sold under the Oxford I'aving.s Act 
in 183). This range of buildings was demolished in the early 19th century, but was recorded 
before demolition in a series of" dravvings by Buckler (e.g. Fig. 8). IL is int.eresting to not.e that 
in this drawing the chancel \"I!ould appear to have no roof', perhaps indicating that worb 
relat.ed to the 18~)2 reordering had begun at the time this drawing was made (i.e. before 
1827). 

During the 19th century, the church uncien",cnt two distinct refurbishments. Fir.stl). ill 
Ht12 and 1843, a scheme of reordering was undertaken b) Henry Jones Underwood, 
architect of Ox ford Prison and SI. Paul's, \\'a lton Street an10ngst ot her buildings. A surviving 
original plan in the parish archives is lIseful in that it ~hO\,'s the extent of the building before 
L'nderwood's work. This programme of wOI'k im'olved the eastern extension of the north 
ai~le b) c. 7 Ill. to lhe full length orthe nave (Fig. :)g). It \'\()uld appear reasonable LO sugge.st 
t hat I he original 151h·cel1lury east window of th" aisle was reset in the newly extended north 
\\'all during this phase of work. Photographic sources (Fig. 9) indicate that the tipper storey 
oflllC south aisle had been relllO\'ed by Ihe time or this phase of work. !\Iinn indicates a date 
01" 1l~:3~-4:~ f()J" lhe removal of the upper storey.l~ 

10 Rell f'lt 1:., All I IIT.pn(IJ/l of lht' fllllor/m/ ,\ IOlllllm'lll.l HI fllf' (;//) of (hIv)"" (I !)~{9), 12H. 
II Ibid. pI. 29. - . 
I~ god!. "IS. "linn rop. Oxon. d. ;,O~. 
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I· ig. 7 J.C Budder'" enj{ra\ 11110; 'VI(,'" nf C,L \]CI.JIC\ from the \olllh-\\('!lt' 
(1~11-27): nodi M~ Don ,1.2 "0. l~); IUlle uppel' "ore} of ~()uth ai .. le. angle slai,

(urrt" dl1(1 \oll!h pOleh 

17~1 
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hg. N . .J-C I\ud .. lcr\ i.'llgr'l\1I1).\: "I ~l. \I<I.lll· ... Irolll tht:' ('''~t (Bod!. \IS. Don ... 2 '0. 1M); 
IUlll' 1111"111).1; (h,lIltt'lIOOt. 

lit IH62. a ~efond major Gl1llpaiKII III buildlllg \,a~ IIlsligated by the l'\an~('lifal \.~1 \\ 
(~hli'lOphl'l (reoor IH59-1905) wilh ~l \ it'\\ LO ('nlilrgil1g' the church and douhling ils S(,f.ll111),{ 
fiIjM(il\ (Fig. :~h).u This work W.IS Ultdert.lkl'n h, the l"(·(wr's r()U~IIl. the anhiLl'("I .John I 
(:hri~lOphl'I. and comprised not '-It) 111U< h <t I ('()rclerlng as an extcnsi\ e rebuilding ('\'l'I"( j'-lt' 

I ('sulting- ill Ihe loss 01 much hi,wri( fahll(; th ... , t·\.Lent 01 Chri.')wpher\ work i ... e\ jekllt frolll 
a (OIl1pali"loll olt\\() original illfhitl'US' plan' 01 I xn~-:\ whith ... unl\ l' tod", III lht' pari"lh 
~lIthiH'S. I he prim.ipal objecll\c 01 innca ... IIlH (~lp'lf .. iL\ \\~ts a(hie\t~d b~ the {'xtension of Iht· 
110llh and \ollth ai ... les and a radit~11 t hangt' in 't'ening <lrrangclllt'llls. rhe 11001h ili,lt' \\ .. 1' 
(·\.It·I1<I ... ,d t'a"lt\\ards b~ 8..5 m. to Ilanl.. Iht' \\t"sLt'ln pall of the chan("el. lhe ,,('stern pari 01 
Iht' 110Ith c. hanc.el wall being n.·placed 1)\ a t\\{)-ha~ open arc.ade .. \tlhe \\C\L t'net 01 Ih(' .li,lt-. 
a n('\\ \t'\tn (5 m. \. 5 m,) wa ... Cll'atl'd to the 1l01lh 01 the wcst 1O\\er. The sOlllh di1o,\to "it .... 
,imil.l1 h (',tended 10 n~l1lk lhe \\e~lell\ pall ollh(' thanc.cl. nect''''~itallng the c1ism~lI1lling 01 
Iht' OIiwnal ca,1 \\al1 and Lh<..' demolilion of Iht" lith-tCllllll") \\'e"'l famil) mOllltitl) (hapel 
I ht' lIpper piln of the 14th-c.cnllll' ... · ...... 1 "inc!O\\. \ddl fine reticulated tra<.l'I), \\01' 1t'I'lIned 

III ii, 111 iginal p()'o,ition and "It1niH· ... IOd,1\ a~ litt' ,<.n:en abo\t~ the arch di\iclmg th<.' "i..,l(' 
PIOPl'l Irom the extended chan<.d "i..,lt, .\1 tht.· \\"t'~l cnd. lhe ... outh .. i ... ll' "_\'1 lunhel 
t·\.lt'lldt'clw Ihe fulllcngth oftht...· l1iIH'. rc.:"1l1ll1llg III 111(·I(w~ Ollhl' 1 71 h-«'11I II 1\ ..,Olliit pOl"(h 

U I'" Rl·\llOlch. (.(111011 Chn-l('ldw-, (lJ \1 IIdalt' , lhfutd ( I~H;i). 12·' 
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Fig. 9. Phow);r.lph (It St. \Id.ltt.''.; h 0111 tilt' (,.',I\{ (. HUll: note 
We'll r<l.l11ih Il)OllUdn (h.ll}d ,II t.'iI.\! ('ud 01 south ili .. k (hom 

Rc~nol(". tip. (it. 1I0ll' U, pi I.;). 

FiK· IU Photograph 01 ''11_ \ld"He', tmm Iht; eot\1 r 1 Hi:-,; no((;' t·xlcn .. ion of lhe \olllh 
.mlt: (HH;:?I <lncl Iht: n:hlllh \\te .... , 10\\(:1 t I Ki:~, thnm Rl" nolch. Clp. (II. note I :~. pi nl. 

IMI 
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ITlIt.'rnall). bo th aisle arcade~ \\ere enLllel) rebuilt in four bays ",upponed on ,lender 
(olullln~ of pin k \berdeen mal ble with "mple ",lone ba",e::, ioll'ld crisp. ~un--Ieaf Glpltals; the 
naH.' and tIl",le nx)fs were replaced and a new ("hancel arch formed_ 

,)ubsequenth. the west tower wa", completeh rebuilt in IH73 on the sitt' of its I ~hh-«_·nt un 
pre(lll-sor_ It mea~lIres c. 7,5 Ill, x 7,5 111. lJ1 plan, with ..,tepped, diagonal bultrc~~cs to the 
;\j \\', and S\\", (encased withlll 1960s work at ground HoOl level), and ..,lands 19 m. tall to a 
(I ('ncllated pal apcl aboyc \\hich ri~cs an IH 111 . tall oClClgOllal spire .• \cccs.., to the upper Ic\-cis 
ofLhe tower is \'i,,-I a spiral stair, \\ithin tht· width ofthe south wall at ground len:!. which rises 
as <Ill cx(CrnalllllTet to a height of 1 ~~ Ill. I'he uppel le\d (bell stage) of the lOWCI displa\s 
1I n If()rm fen cst ration (0 each t'ieyation: (w () finquef()il light, with \enical tnlCen within t \\'0-

('entl'ed head,. A photograph orr. IH61 (Fil{. 9) shows the 'iimpler form of the LOwer beicJre 
lilt, Christopher rebuild. 

lhe 20th century has seen a funhct sClies of changes to the interior, ancllhe exten~ion 
of thl' chlll-ch LO the \\-est with a liel-ies of single slOrey huildings around the base of the lOwel. 

Ihe pulpit was Il"lo\cd from the south to the north side of the chancel arch in t 905: at the 
samc time an extra step was pro\'ided f()J the communion table. and the cJerg:~ ..,cat.:., and 
<.hoil stalls were rearranged . b)' the archiu."ci Mardon Mowbra\.ll Some changes wele made 
ill ('ollll1lemOl-ation of Canon Christopher: a new east window in 1913 designed b\ Ii ttrold 
Roger" and oak communion rails and a memorial tablel in 1916.1:) The south chancel aisle 
WtlS filled up as a chapel in 1918. and 111 1920 an oak reredos, to the design of lIarold 
Rogel-s, w"as IIlstalled in the chancel in mernory of pari..,llIoners killed in the war.llj 

Lnder C.M. Cha\"asse (rectol 1922-8) some prattical changes wel-e made. Significantl), 
the 'discoH:ry of a charnel hOllse in Ihe Ihird ba) of the south aisle crypt' led to an 
.. Ipplication for the removal of '6 GtI-tioacl\ of humall boncs ... and LO reinter the ~ame in one 
of the Cit) Cemeteries', though in the event no facult} for this seems to have becn granted. Ii 
A new organ was provided in 1926 b} the generosity of Sir \\,illiam !\Iorri~ (latel Lord 
NufTidd), ",hose mothel- worshipped in Ihe ("hurch. IM Ihe faculty application included a 
new heating system, removal of the font, oak flooring in the nave ai,les and Trinity chapel, 
and a SLOne chamber LO contain the electric blower for the organ, 'according to the 
spc(-iliC3lion of l-I .S. Rogers'. I ~1 rhis was follO\\cd in 1926 b) a facult) 'to remo\"e the present 
S(J een in front of the organ in the North ,\isle and III place thereof to erect a carved oak 
'i(lcen according to the design of Miss \\'ybe1'gh of O\-erton. Flintshirc'. The ... tpplication 
des(l-ibed the screen as the anon) mow~ gift of a lady, and its subject being intended 10 

illu"rale the Benedicite; ~It the same time a crms 'of Ypn::s design' was placed in the side 
(hapcl to commemorate the foundation of the 'Toe II' gl'oup.20 The )creen between the 
organ and choir was a subsequent inSlallalJon III 1929, described as an 'oak ~(Teen on the 
nonh ..,ide ufthe chancel in iKcorciancc with the design of \11- P.S. P. .\Iortel of Liyerpool': the 
applifation ~tiHcd that it was ' intended to complete the general scheme resulting hom the 

II r;l{ull, daled 13 Sept. 1905. Oxft)lcblme RetOld Offill' [hl'lt, .. ftCI Oxon ROj, !\IS. Dio(- 1',IPl' f\ (. 
192~. 

1~) Re\llOld!l, oJ>- UI. nOle 13, pp. :172-4. fa(lIltlt.'~ dilled 20 ()u 1913 and:3 April 1916 (piui~h I l'«()1ds). 
IIi filwhit,'i d'llcd 2 Sept. 191M .lIld K \Ial'_ I!l20; dC"igm 1m It'rcdm in Oxon RO, \IS dd P,lI OxiC)rd 

SI. \ldalt"s, (".21, item '0', and desigm fOf both plOpo<., .. ls in (hon RO, \IS . Oxl, OIOC. Papel\ l 1922. 
17 Oxon RO, MS, Oxr. Dio( r.ape!\ c- 1922, \\-ilh I('tler 01 cXpl.IIl.lIionlrom Ch;l\a5\e. 
1M \1. Adem:). XlllfuM. A iJwgmpli)' (199:\). 15H 
1q Facult) dillccl17 Aug. 1925. 
:.W Facuh, d,lIt'd 29 \lar_ 192I),Ic"ut.',- 01 appliulinn dated 4 \1 .11 1926. Oxon RO, "IS. DICK. I)i.lpt'!\ 
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gifl of lhe organ by W.R. \forri Esq'." IhlS was funded by 'voluntary donallon', presumabh 
another ~Iorris gift, since the caned panels refer (Q the mOlor industr) and' ir \\'illiam 
Morris'.n The parish records suggest a degree of contro\'ers} O\'er this screen, and the 
collaboration of \\'}bergh and Morter mther than the pari·dl architect Rogers. 23 

A lilLie laler, IJl 1931, the floor of 'he ehilneel was pa\ed IJl marble to lhe designs of R. 
I'iclding Dodd. the executed design being one of a number of ahernali\'e~ pre~en'cd in the 
pari..,h records.:!4 rhis proposal wrut made follO\\-ing the architect's report on the condition 
of the tile floor, and the DAC repon urged apprO\al on 'national and economic dS well as 
anistic grounds. Ihe use of green \\'cstmorland slate, Yorkshire stone slabs and Il opton 
Wood, Derb}'shire. marblc in the placc of the foreign marbles proposed'.2!i Later facu lties 
relate to new electric lighting (193·1) and dormer \\ indow~ in the nave roof (19:l8).26 The 
churchyard walj cleared after a proposal III 19-42 '10 move certain gra'\'e~LOne.., from their 
present position in the churchyard to other positions therelll in accordance with Ihe report 
and plan of I-I.S. Rogers'; this was granted after a Consistory COUT 1 hearing.27 

Accompanying the application was a careful ..,une) of the gnl\CSLOneS, showing the positions 
of ~III those proposed to be moved, and their intended destination; up until this point there 
were slill some fhe rows of graves on the east side of Ihe church. 

rhe main subsequent alterations wele the addition of a meeting place, kitchen and 
la\'alories at the wcst end of the church in 1961. whilc at the east end the organ wa~ removed 
for the creation of a mezzanine floor with meeting room in 1982. The latter invohed the 
remo\·al of the cornice from the Morns screen, which \\as placed in the meeting room abo\'e, 
but the infilling of the open arcade of the screen with oak panels was the subject ofa separate 
facult) application in 1987. when it W~IS remarked that the ~creen had previously been 
mo\'ed back from Its primary position against the stalls in the general reordering of 1981.2M 
0 1 her Iilllrgical reorganisation has largely been of lemporary staging and removahle items, 
and in the course of redecoration the gr;.lIlite pillars were obscured ",ilh unsympathetic 
paint, though this has been removed during the present works. 

ARCI IAEOLOG ICAL MONITORI NG: METI IODOLOGY 

1'01 the purposes of recording, the site Wa.") divided Illto 1I\·e dislinn art'as, renecling differing c:ondiLions and 
appro.a<.hes. These area, <Ire shown in Fig. II and ("In be summarised .I!o follows: 

Irt'a 1. 111, c/uUlct'I. Work ,II the eastern end of Ihe (h,meei (the ,lrC,1 of Ihe altar slep) was limited to the 
rl'<:()rdmg and remo\al of.1 series of former 1I00r Ic\cb of 18th- and 19th-cclllury date. 10 the \\esl. gmund 
redm.llon \\tb undclI.tken h> <"0111I"a<-lOI.) Lo d "limildl Ic\t:1 to thitt ill tht' 1\it\C (.\rea 2). 

Arm 2.- TJ" fur PI ,rth ol.l/t' lind ll.~\tn71 00) of II" itlfllh (lil/t'. Ground rt''(\u(uon \\ilhin\rea 2 \O,d\ undel1.lken 
h, ground\\ork cOnlrauor") under archaeologl(al 'iupenisinn, For the most pan. the ~Xlenl dnd depth of 
exca\.tunl1 \\as diaalcd b, Ihe ground\\orl proglamme related 10 the lO~rllon ofa ne\\ concrete lloor slab 

21 Facllh)' dated II \Iar. 1929; design dlJ.\\ing. (hon RO, MS. dd Par. Oxford 51. Aldate''i h. 21, daled 
'\m. 1918; leuer of applicaLion dated I Feb. 1929 in Oxon RO, M"'. Dluc. I)apers. 

22 \torns bC'ume a Baronet in ~Iarch 1929, Baron in Janual) 1934 and Viscount in 193~; hi'! mother 
..... 1.) bUried III 19304; C..l: •. (.., CompltlL Parag,. XIII, 53·1 

2:\ Oxon RO, MS. del Par. O:dord c. 21. ilem 'p'. 
2·1 Facuhy daled 23 Oct. 1931 (nol in palish rc(;()rd~); designs III Oxon RO. \ IS. del POI .. Oxford St. 

\Idaw's b. 21. 
25 Architecl'S I'eport, .lIld OAC Repolt .... nh f,lCttlt} In Oxon RO. MS, Oioc. Papers. 
2{i Facullies dated 23 ,\ug. 19304 and 23 June 1938, in MS. Dioc. l)apef"i. 
27 Facult) d.ned 14 Oct. 1942. but not elIecuH.' tllllil :\ovembcr, Oxun RO. MS. Dioc. P.lpel 
2M Current parish record5. correspondence relating to 19S7 peution for faculty. 
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.lIlel (Uollhc: fOlln 01 •• '~ •• u"hing blld 011 umlr.u"(m'" "Cllll.lIhl'l Ih.1ll an arthacoloWtall·".I\.III1I1l/H'I It' 
\IIIIU\I 110m th(" OUI""'t. II \1.1\ "pp.II('nt thill tlw 11:\(:1 01 tht, Il·duu·ct (hg ".1'. impauing upon .t numbt.'1 01 

hlltl..-hlllh funcr.l1-" ... IIU{(Uf(' .. ollall' Il"lh. to Imel 19Ih'(l'nlUl\ cI,II(' I"nun an cngim'clin)l: pmm 01 \Il'" II 
\\,\ .. e: .... c:nllalw t: ... IOlbh .. h Iht, nalurl'. t·,lem ,lIld nlllllhc:1 ul "IIC h ft-.IIUIl'~ \\l1hin the IM\(' and iu .. k .... " Iht' 
IIlIphtilUU!1\ for tht" dl· ... ign 01 J. .. uil.lhk 11001 .. 1.lh \I('H' "uit.lI. 1-01 tI" .. 1l".I'>(III. thl" Ic:\t'l of Ihe: !t'c!lUt'd fhg 
C)lt·, Iht· IU)llllem pall ollht: Ilil\l' \1,1'" 1I1I.Il''''''l' d !>l'\Cllld Iht· 111111,11 n.!)I) m. II) expmc: the.' UpPC"' ,ull.llt' t)1 

,1Il\ gl,ln' \llIIttUIt' .. II hC.'I..UlW appall'lll lh"t lhl' IIHi{il-lI(t" e)1 ).('"\t''' \\ithin Lhi!> Irial .1Il'0l \1,1" lu){hh 
(0I1U·I1I1.Ul·d. ,\t thi .. poinl Iht' dl·\tg-II of Ill(' prnpmc'cI 1I00! "",Ih \1;" \('\ I\t'd to take tiltO .IU01l1l1 Ih(' J.ul.. 01 

' iii III glOlIlId' 10 .. UppOI I ,I j{lOtilld-hl"l\ Ilig ,Iah, ;lnd ,In .llIt'III;lll\ t' '''ll'lI1 dl'\ i,cd \\ heH.'h~ Ihl' 11('\1 ~Iilh \\" .. 
~IIPp(lIlt,d on;\ wri('" 01 lin' nlllClt'Ll' pil'l'~ 1111111('<1 ,ldl'UI'11I 10 lilt' 1I0llh w.tll 01 lhl' lunlll "i .. lt· Iht' 
t'M,lIatioll 01 Ihe,l' pH:n \\,'" 11I0I1iI01('<I .1I(hal·ologi{<llh .lI1d Ih(' UpportUIlU\ \\<1, (i.II..(·ll to It'corcl thl" 
to<'JlU"'('c! m.I~()nf\ 01 the nfHlh ",lllluuntiilIlUIl\ 

II(" J" 11/1' north (Iuma/ UI\lt" I hi ... " •• , Ileatcd ." .l .. t'I1.II.ILt" .lIl'.1 III Ih.1I tht' depo<;u ... (·!I(CHl1ltnt·d .... t·ll" 
10Int·(·" IU be 01 d <lilTclelll IldLUll' Iht· .ll('a ha\ln~ hC:l"II.1 ).:1.tH·\.UCI. t:'lelflalw the (hllldt. up ulltilllu" 
Chll"'lOpht:r r(,Old('IIIl~ nlll"fl2<l. 

t"rI 1.- 8u.\ J of lJn~uUlI HJlllh (UI/( lilt' lI1 ... t.lllauon ul.1 I1t·\I,lot.tI·lmnu.:l"IOII haptt,ten \llIh 1l·lau.'ci h"h-.Hlilc 
Iihl1l).: ('qulpmt:l1t It:<juired mOlt' t'''('o\l\e l"'(a\atiun. IIl\Ohlll~ 1Ill' It:JlI()\al 01 (. 2"5f1 Ill, 01 dq)()\II ... , Illl' 

Uppl'1 In d\ of ruhhll' fill "('Il" n:ItlCl\cd b, ml"( hanic all·M •• , .llm elm\ n 10 Iht' le\ eI al "hie h pnmt .1 .. (·11(· ... 01 

prl·-.mlt· buriab. nil b~ the: luund.nulil trl'lleh I()! till" \ll· ... 1 .11 ... 1(' \1,111. "efe identified , B(')nncl Ihi .. pmlll 

(',( .1\.lI lon PIUKI ( ..... (,'<1 h\ IMlld" ,\gain , Ihe: pi C)KI t· .. , III 1:,<.1\ .llil)!) " ..... l ""l'l\ lillled to l'11~11l('l"1 ing (1111«('111" 

,md til(' t"Po\Ull' 01 .u-chac..'ologi(ill ft'<lIl1n~ .. elirl'lu'd lI'II,lill th.lllgt·., of tht' original dC'iigl1. "p<:cilit.llI\ .1 

It'c\II(lillllln Iht' \(,11(, ,IIlC' propmllull ... c)f Ille PfujJc)\t'd lit'" l>"I>II'll'l\ 

I I, 1/ 5.- / hr !,wpm, (/ nt'll' (IItl(l1I(( III/tit/mit_ \\' \I hi n till'> .l1l·,1 .1 t \H)" "1.1~l'{' .lpptn<l( h to l"\'a luilli( In \I." t'mplo\ l'cI 
"11"'1 . ,I 'ingll' nonh-\OlIlh aligm:d ('\<111);111011 Irl'll(h. lullll\\lIlg tilt· hn(' llf onl' of thl' plnpn'ic..·clleHIIHl.uIClIl 
IIt·mht, .... ~il' t':\ea\i.lIl'd 1)\ h'llullO e.·~I.lbh\h the n.lllllt· 01 cll·PI) .. I!'> "I..t·1\ In be.' ell<:outltt'll'd dUIIII){ thc.' lI),jin 

"haw 01 "01 I.. SUb"l'qUCIlt 10 tht· e\illuilllIlIl. <I ",\Idling 1)1 Id ".1'> Ilt.lllllilint'd 011 the: maUl ph.I\(' HI ).:lIIl1lld 
1c.'\t·IIt'clu(lInll .md Ih(' t''X(a\iUIOn (11 tltt, 1('lllolil1iI1K louud.lllollll(·mh(· .. 
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\\'lIIl.1I lhe: (' .. \U,:nl (:nd of Iht' <h.uud \\ •• ,llI1l11l'<I In lilt.' I t:lOlciinJ{ • .IIld It:Jnm.d of d 't:nt: .. ullmllll..'1 lIoell 
.. urt.I((:~ d.IIIIlK In the 19th and earh 20th ((.'nlUlIl". I ht.' (',ullt:", (1001 'utl.u .. : (olllpli\t'd d laH" ullll'l(lihc;d 
,'/lilt' IIU:lllllli •• I .. lab .. (U6: compl'i .. illg I11t'mlllhll .. '\0\. Ii·:?:?; fig. 1:?1.~1I I he 1JI •• ximum dilll(.'ll\ion .. 01 [l001 

U() \\l'It.' ;1.-1 Ill. I' ~_) x 2.8 m. (I.;..W.),lhuugh It.\ untlcdt ",lll"ht:1 1111\ ll:plC.· .. c:nt' tht: full ()II~in.11 (-Xll'lI( 

Tht., PIC;\C.'I\.ttillll flf llIt:mOllal .. \\d\ \dlldbl,' "ilh \t'\cl,d lint.' ,Idll' l-,.unpl,'" ",ilh (aned l"Oal~ Ilf alln, (:\0. 
IS) ,mel \\(:11 pu,-,t:IH:d imuiplioll\ (.'\m. ){. 9.md 17), "hilt., olht.'1 .. 1.lh\ had \ulkred badh hum III(: 
.lpphr.illOll of .1 H.:n hard. (emt"nl.1( 1011\ lx:ddin~ 1.1\(:r fur Ill(' merh ill).!; lilc:d noU! I :ll 'he: flour wmpl "l'cI 
p'l'c1umll1,lIl1h 1~lh-<entur, me11l()llal\ IhuuRh ("'0 lith-H:nIUI\ n •• HlIplt" \\(:Il' noted ('U"l, I~ and :!I), \ 
knmlllH IHI\I q""" If)! the 1<1\-1111'; of lhl.' 11001 "'." pw\idccl h' tht·l.ut .... 1 <I.m'd mt'lllon.li .. Idh ('n, H) In I hum.l ... 
\io"t'll. p"IIUp.11 uJ ~1. \tan Hall and Rq.:ltt"l PIOIc:'''IUl of \todt'ln lIi",'ml . d.lled HWI 

1,1001 I :Ui \\,h U\crJaid b\ a fairh \\ell pi c t:1' l·d dt:wr.Ut·d ult· fl~)()r (I:i I ~ ig, I :i). '-h ,,, 11001 I1ll· ... I1I11.lbl\ 
d.llC'I In tht' (.Ill I\wpher reordering uJ I ~I):! <lnd i'tcJlltcmpor.ln "ilh tht, (;01 hit' an.:.lClc of fi, e b." , cnll(NIl~ 
Ic:xl' in tht, l'd\t .... ,111. IIle ....... ere 1)\ \t'lllOn Ilulllm .md Co. of ~lOkt:'Cln-11 (:1lI ,md lompnsed both plt,un (b la( 1.. . 
It'c! .me! H'lloW) .mel decOI-.lIcd e,alllpll" I<lid ("aguila'" in <l h.lrd (t'mcmaliuus Illort.lr bedd1llg, I he lIu01 
'UI'''l·d un" "ullin the an..'a Ollhc l~tSO, 'IOIH.' \Iep' ,I 1ll,",UlHlIII 01 :).1 Ill, (:\ S the lull \\idth uf thl' 
(h.lI1(l'I) , ~. Ul III ( f_ \r. : eXlcndlllK lip In til(· (''o"t \\<111 of thl' dlilllu,I). II \\;1\ i.lpparCnl lhill 1111\ did IInl 
Il'Plt"l·m tilt: lull \\C,lcrn t'Xlt'1ll of tht'llocll,llIlIht'l till" had IXTI1 1t:IlI()\l'd.1t the 111tlt' of Ihe la)lIlg 01 till' 
IH:\U, Ill.lrhlt· 11001. L(Kaled (emf.llh ,lg'III1't thl' (',1,1 ",111 of Iht, <hamd, ,1IIe1 ob'>(uring the b.I~t'\ of thl' 
(,nthil .lIl.U!t-. .......... 110 .... ahar ~ICp «(lx, l:n· 2.1:\ m.' S, x 1.26 In L\\ n,I3 Ill. high) agalll in pi;1I1l ;tlld 

• 
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" 

Fig. I~, l.o\\er le\e) of allar step: Int.llion of 
1Tl"(I,hed mt'morial slabs '\0 .... H·2~. 
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Fig. l:l , J9th-u'lllun tiled Huor ,md 19()5 alt"l1 "'q) 
('·xl)(I'K.'d bellt"ath J93fh Illitrble. 

~CI \ lull i1l\ emU1"\- of memorial .. Il.'corded dUring the proJIXI i\ indlldt'd "ithin lhe anhi\e lepUll, 
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delimited Minton tiles with gre~ mal·ble edging though obvioush post-dating !loor 13..J- (il does nOl respect 
the pauern of the earlier floor). It is presumed thm lhis Hep corre~pond~ to the 'additional step rOT the 
(omulUllio]l table' insened in 1903 b) ~"ardon ~ I m"bra), Architect. 

Bol h floUl 134 and step 135 were ob<;cured with I he laying of the marble noOi (100) and associ.ued Slone 
))Jeps (whilh panialh obscured the texu; .... ithin the GOlhk arcade) in the 1931 reordering by Fielding Oodd.30 

'flit' {own (wf\lnn) nul (Figs. 14 find 15) 

At the limit of the reduced dig a lotai of!our brick-lined shaft gnlVes (131. 137, 139, 141) wel-e exp0'icd (Fig. 
1·1). ,\11 n:tainctl stone Glpping slabs. Each or the gnl\cs was found to contain a well-preserved collin, dnec 
of thelll lead lined (1:~2, 138, 1-1.0). Graq;:s U7 and 139 both exteuded beneath the existing alwl step and 
were thus onl}' panly exposed. Shart 137 wa~ nOled 10 be > 1.50 Ill. deep and col1laincd atka!.t three buJials. 
the uppellnml be ing within a lead-lined mrTin retaining a legible bnlSs name plate thus allowing tht: 
individual to be identified as Mar)' Ward, died 2·1 JanuHry 1841 'lgcd 78 year!., This grave was of pLlrtifular 
intl'rest illlhat the upper collin was supported by stone ~labs ,,<; opposed LO lhe more usual il'Ol1 sfackin~ bars 
observed d,,('where within the church, 

All g l<lVCS were recorded prior to being rcc'-"'ppecl with <.:oncr(:'le paving slabs. Delails may be round \\llhill 
the pI ujt"([ <tn_hin'. 

Loc:ned centrall> within the chancel, Hnd comlruned over lhe top uf grave 131, was a large stone-built 
rec-t<lngll lar charnel pit (ctx.123/130), di\'ided longitudinally il1lo th'O sections by a central stone wa ll. Thl' 
overall dimensions orstnlctu l-e 123/130 were clAO n1_ (E'/IA'.) x 2.50 m. (f'.:IS.) x ma .... imum OAO Ill, high. r he 
n)ids wcn' lOll1plctely in1illed with chamel material, and were do~ed 0\ a compact gra\elly 11l0n<lr capping 
layer (125). Overlying the capping laver ()rchamel pit 12:S was a hl\er of loose sand\-" gravel ret,lined wilhin 
a blick-built structure 125, This layer sened as <l bedding lavcl' 1(11' <l '>cries or 7 memorial slabs (102: 
comprising memorials "os. 1-i_Fig. 15) which wert,' exposed illllllt'diatl..'ly beneath lhe I Y30s marhle 110m of 
lht, chancel ( 100) and its related com:retc make-lip materi,,1 (10 I). " he earlieM slab (~o. I: to Sir Richard 
I lollow,jY) was dated 1699 and the latest (No.6), Il:'I:{6; Ihe l<mer slab pm\'iding a tenllillll~ PO,lt quem lor tht: 
la\ing of the memoriaLs pn:>sumabl) as parI of a ionllt:r 11001 ~udacc possiblY related to the layer of memorial 
slabs (I :{6) l-ecorded at the east end of the chanccl. Bot h the !a)el til memOI-ial slabs (I O~) ,lnd the dwmd pit 
structure (l23) were cut by a Victorian servit.:e dUl.:t (119) which \\<1., brick built with a Ixm;" orremed broke 11 

memorial slabs. ' 

AII!!A 2 (Fig. 16) 

[<.'or!.v ()('(upal;on 

Till' eadicsl de posit l·cvealecl wit h in the bod, oj thc' chlln .. h f()mpri~cd an isul;uC'd 'isl':llld' of slnllifiC:.'d 
()('(u]Jatio ll dcposiL.~ (:~59) direClly overlying ti1t: l1<ltur,,1 subsoil (j6;{/-l), expo!>cd within a test pit ;sg<linst thL' 
uonh wall (lilhe nave. Although undated b: an)' arlehl('wal evidence in Lhis imtance. it ma}' be argned rrom 
I he sl l'atignlphic location of these neposils, al1d froll! it comparison \\ ith a number of other sites \\ilhin OXi(lld 
(most !'cccllli> at Lincoln C(Jllege), thaI thesL' dqmsits represent a Saxon occupation surface. It i, 
ullfonulliltely nOI possible, given the very limited e~le1l1 (If lhe ~t1rviving deposits, 10 asecrmin \\helher the 
layel·s represL'11l evidence of' a Sa.xon church or a depmit of tI domestic nalll1·e. The sun'ival or such an carl\ 
deposit is of intrinsic inTercst. not cml\ lor its mirand()u~ sllni\'al amidst a honeycomb ur later lealUles (:sec' 
below). but also ill that it provides a datum ro!' Saxon oCnJpation (60.16 In, OD) against which to gauge latcl 
r('atlln_'~ and deposits. What is particularly notewonhv i~ the limited huiJd+up of material (c. I Ill.) between the 
2Sa~on deposits and Ihe level of the VicHlI-ian floor (fjI.2:~ m. (11), implying as it does that substantial 
truncation c\el1lS ha\c occurred in the pru.t. 

.\ notablc find suggestive or early occupation 011 lhe ~ite was also made during ground reduCtion wurk 
\1 ithin the south nave \Vhere a fl-agment of Jine carved (loss-shah (Fig. 17), stylistically mid 10th-centlln; in 
dalt'. \1 a., re1rieved from a seconclar) context. l'c-used withil1the mason!')' or wall 373. The rl'agmcm is 48 (In. 
tall. of rect£lngu lar cross-section. tapering rTom :{i CIlI. \\ide I 19.5 em. deep at the bottom to 30 em. wide / 
13.5 Clll. deep <II the lOp. The SlOne is dinel·enliall) \\0111 and badly broken at the lower end, I£ach lace 
displays single plain relief barriers enclosing p;mels oj interbce decoration: the t\\'o broad faces display a 
simila r motif of six-strand plaits wllile the IltllTnw I~Kt'S d isplay a !uul--strand pla it and a 'StaiJ()rd Knot' 
(Cl:llnp'S t) pc 20e):) I respeniveiy. The upp(,1' f<1Ct' is dressed squdl·e ;md relains a centra l n~Clangl1lal lllonice 

:H1 Facult} dated 23 Oct. 1931. 
:H R. en_uup. A Get/I'ml Introduction to !III! C()r/JlI~ of AlIglo- .~{/XDlI Slol1!' Sflll/JlIITe: Grammar of A l1g[o-Sm:on 

Oll/amelll (1995), fig. 23, p. xli. 
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Fig. Ii ()cl.n l 01 I Uth-u.'llwn t I n .. ,· .. h,th Ir.tglnt·nt. 

.... hid, .... uuld h.nt: odginalh' fUlH.llonc:d 10 huu'J(.' .111 iron lic li,mg thl' ~tont: (() the: one ahmc. ">inUlill 

mortitt" m lin:"I;1I 'dowel h()le~ ' .In: l..nohn hum other (I"(),"~-Sh.lh Ir,lglllt.'IlIS; e.g. Sl. Pelcr' .. , HI,hnp', 
\\ '.tlth.IIlI :\:! .md ">1. \1.iIl'garct's, Billling.H \hhough the upper lau,' of Ihl' '(Olle remains panh intal!. 110 
("\I<1t'I1(' 01 the Inwc," extent of the slOnl~ "lUI \'IH'~ ( lhe \O\\{,1 P,UI of the ril'(OI alioll j .. broken away <llIcI 1\0 
('\i<l<"I1('(;' fO! J I('Hlm of IX)lder Illoulcling .. j .. \j"ble). 

\ [olal of 25 free-standing (T()SS-~hiLh fl,lglllel1t\ art' I..!l()\\-n 110111 tilt.· sOllth-e •• " of lng-land, of "I\I(h 
lilft'tn (ake the .mglliar form reple~ellll'c1 Il\ 'ht, h"gllU'1lI r{·cmell't!.u St.\Jdate's.:H 

Jilt' (.'OlZ\lrurllOlI of Illf Sort" AlI/t' (Figo J8) 

I hl' C"'<,I\,IUOn 01 four deep pier pit., <IlonK the length "Ilhe nOllh hall (lilhe ai~le allO\\ed for the in~pt."tti(HI 
of the foollllg' (II Ihe Ul'iginal 13th·tl'IlIUn <h.llltn (hapd \\<111, lilt: dil11l'miom (If the pier pits .1\ l"1dged 
J.in III. ), I.~() 111, and the\ "ere IOGlI('d at t(:~ulal tIIll'I''\dI~ along tht·lenw-h of the \\.111, Where expo~(:d. the 
Inotlllg' ul tht.- 13th-cemu'1 \\all \\en: nUlet! 10 (IUnpri'IC .I '>t;ril·., ell \\ide rt'iie,ing dl'<h~ fOllnd('(1 UIXln 
n.IIUf.11 ,uh"ntl.lI it height of 39.50 Ill. on. I hl' .ul.mj{l'ment \\.1<; mo't clc.lrh expo'le(l in pier plI (. \\lwlI: 
.1Il.lIth I ~.!") m. \\ide x 1.20 m. hi).\'h \\.1 ... rcwrclcd rhl" technique. rcpllo~lHmg an clonorni(. ,oluuon III 
hUildill).\' loolln).\', through di,tullx·d ground. " fallllli.u· hom oth('1 "lIl'., 01 wmparable dalc \\Ilhlll OxfClld • 
• mel ha, lx'en I Cfo.-cled al 21)·2::1 (:OllII1lJI\"ct (Z.ldla l ia.,\) III 13H{f\:"1 .mel more: I ('(cmh .It I.mwln Cull('Kt" 
I\.lI(hc.' lI in I U7. Similar techniqul's \\lOr(' ('lIlplml'(l ill the buildlllg of the til' ""'-III in the 13th (('ntul~, and 
ex.lIlIpl .. · ... el1l .. ti111x.' ob .. erved in 'e(tioll\ Ullill' \\<111 at \fntnn Cflllt'gt' .lIId in Bre",er Street to the ~()uth 01 
"t ,\leI.lll· ... , Ill(' IO()lIllg~ cOntrast \\ ilh tillo <Itc'pl." .,olid lllaSOIll) tound.llion., exc.:.I\,illed for the cXllondc.'d .mlt' 
III IX:12, l'''I)()\(.od in pit'l pit l. ""hic.h \\("1.' nottOd to t"\.tend dO\\11 to the le\t'l {lIthe nawral gr.l\e!. 

,tt Ibid 2.j{), pi., 118-19. 121 -2. 
H Ibid 2m, pb. 256-9. 

Ihid 2:'-
:l-) J I \Iunl)\ . ·'..achari,ls's: .. 1·l th-c.elllUl\ (hfmd 'e\\ Inn .md the Oligimottht' \fedie\ .lIllb.1II 

Inll', (J\/IIHt'lI\tIl. hii (IH93). 271; liK" J:l ,lIlel 19. 
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181h· and 19th-fen/tH') grai't' \lntl"lurt"i 

.\ lOl<IJ nf :\t'l bri«.I..-lined 'thah grd\c.-s and a s,mgle b, id.-cnll\lrllllt'd b.lrrcl 'ault "ere expoM'd \\ ithin Iht' nave. 
nonh ai$lc. and tht, \\C'itermnO\1 bOl)' of the ~()lllh ai .. le dUling ground reduction (Figs.. 16 .md 19). \II "'cn.' 
align(:d approximateh "e~t--ea<~l and mall, retailled l.lpping .. lab .. (includmg a numbe, of reu3CcI I ilh
u:nlun hC<l(hIUnt·~). ~\eral gra\c'i "'Cit: noted tu ((Ull.UII Ihe flagmcman remains of ("oflim \\hile '\\t) 

eXdmple . :J Ig and 138. toiliaint.-d \\l'11 pn:.')encd collin ... \\ith legible 1li.IIlW pl.dtes allo\\ing indi\idual burial .. 
to 1)(, idt'llIlfit'd n.lll.lbe,h lI.udawa,. dif;d IHI:\, ,'gl'd ~I Hoar,," <tnd \f J-Iarpur died UBi, aged:H \e.II-., 
n:~pCtu\eI). {.nllim .... ere generall, of<iingle or dnuhlt> ~hell. limber c:omlrllclion and \\("n" ~ingle-hreak in 
for m. \ IOlal of .. " tllplc-liihell. lead-lined example\ \\(:1 t" 1 (:(Orcicd. Indi\.idual gra\e!lo and rel.Hed bur-iab \\ ill 
11(11 i")(' di~(u~\ed at an\- length here; detail, ma\ L')t' found in the project archiH'. All grAves were rc("PIx:d 
..... Ith conu{'tt.' hllleis prior to the pouring of the ne .... nOOl \Iab. 

til(. 19 (;('l1eral \ie\\ of dHII(h clunng ground le<iuoinn .... orl.. (Iookll1g e<tit): note the
(OIlCelllrallon oi gr d\(" 111 thc (cmn.: of the na\C~. 
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IYth-Ulltll1) rt'nrdnl1lg 

\ ""'I il" ollhlt:t.' bnd,-lined heating duct .. \H'fe expO\ed. aliKlled .. 'a .. t-\Ic .. t and located centralh to th .. , Ilonh 
ai~le, nil\{' and ... uuth ",i .. le rt'~pC<:ti,eh; the lIl'>Crtiun oj the healing c1UCI lunning centlal to the "()Iuh .u .. le 
Ilt·te ..... II.IICd "Olllt.' Imenlll'e .~herali()ns 10 Ihe cro" 11 01 the Ilth-c.entu1"\ (npi 1\ here the ke\ Stonc~ 01 e'l(h 
1><11 wert· l(·plan.·c1ln imn mouldings n.·fi,,'("ling Ihe pmlile ()llht.' rihs. 'I he ba .. es olthe dUCI~ were Ii)! Ill,,'d 1)1 
hmh'n alld rcu"l'clllIclllmial c;lab .. of It-lth- and 19lh..(cnlul\ dat .. , (Ihe 1,lIe .. , example daung to IHj7), I he 
blK\.. Ililih ()f Ihe ducl'.> .Iddltionall, "Clled to "llppm t Ih(' nOI th-.,oulh aligned joisl.'> of Iht' 19th-centun 11t)()r 
.. IIIKIIII(', wlmh \H'It.' giH~n lunhel ~uppon 1)\ a .. t'ne ... Of/..·.I ... I-\Ie'" dligned ... Ie('per walls within lht, llilH', 

\\"ilhll1 I h .. , 1\t.' ... t,,·rnnH).,t b.IY of 111(' .. ()ulh .1I .. 1l', immediate" we." "Ith(' exic;ting c;outh door. a I.j m, ... qUi.IH.· 
"[III{:IUle (1:l~) 01 "wn(' I"Ubble cumtlU(lioll and ,urvlI'ing In a 1l\;IXlllHlllI height 01 0,11 m. with iI !!lighlh on
«'1It1 (. /..('1111 a1 (irnliaJ hole {o.:n m. diam.} wa!> e"'pm,ed. Rdl'r('IKt· 10 hi ... wric plans confi! 1Il~ thal Ihi, fe.nul (. 
It'P1C'('1lI~ il h .. '1'" fill thl' 1!)th-cCIlIUI'I' font, ,do(i.u/..·d to 11m pmition Imlll the north '1icle uflhe naH' during 
Ihe lHfl2 l'('ordl'l ing, 

\11 1('i.IIUI .. • ... IIcrt.' "Celled (in tht: case 01 [he glil\'e~). fH abulted b), a fluxed deposit of lome ,oil. buildillK 
I uhblt' .lIlel Ltrgc (llI.uuities of dis<lnintiilleci ilumall hollt· (:lO!I:i02), Tili, material prc,ul1labh repn·'1(·IlI ... 
"uu!Ilul.\liull l'e1ated to both the pre, ious dl'lmhilllH' 01 gr.J\c.''o (lot Ihe digging of 19th-centurl 'lnICIUI(''') 

anc! 10 th(' CXI('mlle 19Ih-c.,t'llIun renrdt'ring~ \\ II hin Ihe (hul'(h. SC\('J"al di'oCrclc areas uf highl~ WlIlpiI(\cd 
mortar pm~ihh r('prt''1eI11 debri~ fl"()m lhe rebuilding of the ai~I(', in IR62. though il i"'l'quall~ plau .. ihle thilt 
tht·~ I('P'C"cllt a deliberate dcpo'it de~igll('d to 'scal' the PI('\louo,h l· ... po ... ed 'ohaf' gran", 

1111 j ] 

I lit· t'a~I"'1 n t'lId of the nonh al~le (the 'north thJ.l1<:d .\I"Il-' ) wa" Irt"Ht'd .1'1 a .. epa rate area f()1 the \>uq>m ...... 
of re( olding in lhal it II as \..Il(HI n 10 conslitute all alC'a of e"'{('llIal KI.II elard up Ulllil the I ~62 Chi i,topht'l 
rt.·orel(', in~ \1 hen Ihe north "li"lc lIas t"tendt'd (·" .. 1\\.11 <b In lIan1.. tl1<.' \1 t''''t'' n ~e(li()n (II the < hamel 

Bunal, (FiK. 16) 

,\t IIil' limil 01 ground n:dutuon, lht' lIppel ~t1da((.' 01 a 1()IIll<.'l gra\c,ald 'lOll (617) "a, t.''''po')ccl. (:ul Inte) 

I;IH'r 617 tilt.' Olillill(' of rile earth-(lil gravc., {601. 60:;, (lO!), (ll:i lind 618), \filil \isible human "kc:lt'lal 
Il·lIIi1in~. <llId two bri(k·lint·d ~h<lh gr'lIe .. (626 and 62;) (l)ulcI bt' di~lcrn('d.\Jthough tc(hni<alh at Ihe lil11n 
of ~J()und I ('dunion. it \\ a~ lelt thai Ih(· potcllIial imp.1t"1 of Ihl' l)lopmcd ({)Il/..Tcl/..· floor "lab upon tht' bUI ial ... 
wiLlun th(' l'ilnh-CII[ gl'I\/..'~ "iiS 1Illan"cptabk' and. 1m thi~ 1l·.t ... OIl, ill! (· ... posed l)ll\'ial .. \Iert' c ... GI\,lIt·clullc!/.." 
.Inhat·olog-it<ll (ondilion... ,Ind 11t'll' 'iubje(! 10 ill,lpicl mlt'ologi(al e\.dll'lIion priol' to reintcllllelll Ilithl1l the 
rhllnlt, .\11 hUliab \\/"'n' aligned IIt'Sl-t'a~t ,mel \\/"'It: ulII[aint·d "illtin ~hall()\\ t· .. lIth-un gralc .. , ill1phlll);:: ,I 
'II~llifi(i.lnl llUll/..alioll of tht· g-ril\t'I<ll'd ~()il dUling Iht' IH(i~ 1('OIciering. 

I \llIE I Df. L\ILS OF HR 111·(;[ I III RI.\I S \I 1111" \RF \ 3 

(.'0/111'\1 Il/lIII!Jn 

(./"/li.'f' rill Col/ill Skt'ieloll 

liOI (j1J:1 601 

IiO:l fiOi 60H 

60!) Ii II 612 

f} I :\ 615 616 

filH 620 621 

\/nuluml Rfmal1/\ 

\dull male «( Hi+) 

(" 2 H'ar'l old; mu.,!-.t·1 ball 1(,(0\ ered from nanial (,.IIi" 

\duh male (r 16+) 

\chllt mall' «( 16+) 

\1 Iht' ~()lIlhl'1Il limn of \I('a :1 a foundation 01 itmt',loll/..' lubhl<.- wllSllw .. linn (()~H), :J.t·HI Ill. long ... O.HO III 
"idt'. \\<1" l· ... pmt·cI in plan Oil'" I he IOllnd,nioll wa" mit'Hled ('<lSI-\\('st ilnd aligned II ilh tht· t'Xlalll nOI th \\all 
01 [ht· <· .... It·1I1 cilam(·1. This fOOling reples(,llts the hI! !H('I 1I0llh \1 all of lhe original thanld.\t the II('~t('1 1\ 

hnlH 01 the .lIl·" a IIl1lh(" loundation oj ,imillll thaLlfll'II',lic'l (629) 1,01" e",pch<.'d. again in plan 011", F<x>lillg 
{i29 """ (J.HO Ill, wide ... :1.20m long and lIilC; aligned 1100th'''0Ilth. representillg Ihe eastern wall of lht' north 
,11 .. ll· " .. t·xt(·nclt.-d in tile IH32~"t !"emdt'ring (If the dnmh. int('lt·"Ullgh. a bri(k-lined ~hah graH' (()~i) 11.1'1 

nott'd 10 nil through tilt.' 1,11Iel footing 629, IlIIphillg that il "'<t" t'X("i.Hal(,d i.lfter the t',(lemion 01 tht· .mlt· in 
I Hfl2. It'pl .. · .. ellling an inlralllulal burial Cli that datc. 

\lIfe,lIlIIe" Ilt'lt· 'o(';\I/"'d In a mix"'d la\'er oll()()'1/..· ('.lIth and /..hallwl ({tOO), .. imil<ll' to that lewldl'd wilhin 
tht· 11.\\/..'. II hi(h W"I" in turn OIedaid III a cOlllpan 1l101I,II anclluhhl(' nllhlnl(uunl('lel rhe IlHl'lI I ('('(.·nl 11<)(11 
It·,d (OIllPII""'d <l 1I()()(lblo(.\.. flllOi Jnd rcl'lted, bitull1ou" ma\..e·up lall'h 
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lRH ./ (h~,. 211 - 21) 

\..\ palt ullh, urigln..tI,·(·lurlm,hml:111 dc..:"'gn. it \\.1, 1)l1)1")~'(llU "1'11,,11.111 1K.1.IKllIldl wl..Il·imnl(:J'1I11l bapll\lt"1 \ 
\\ illun th«.' \\CMernmn'il hal or Ihe original 'iHlllh ai,ll' I h(' ,clt'llIllk'lIll1l1 ;11 an ("411 h ':It~lg(: of hri( k.-lin(·d ,hah 
gr.Ht.~ ell" !'iOO. KOI) \\lIhm lht" nmtlu:1 n h.tll nl \'C:d i. wmhlO(.,d wllh Iht' n·alt .... llon tholt tht" <nlllhern na\(' 
.mel .1I .. le \\.,11 .. did nell eMend il~ det·p.h til(" ad,.'H·1lI 1).1\" (",ht:lt." Ihn form lilt, nnnhern dlUI "f)U(lu:rn ".tll!> 
CI' tht: (1'\ pi 1t"lIX"tli\t:I\). dJ{.111l prumplt'd a (hanKl' in dc.·'I,";1l \ 11(:\\ h.lpu\len dc\'gn h,'" lhu'i t"\clhc:d, Ih" 

\\d!,l (If It"tt.mgul.lr 1m 01 .mel fI(C"P'l'd onh tilt" 'Wlllthc:'11 p.ut 01 \r('d I, ,1111.1 unulIl are.1 (If :.!.ti.) Ill. ~ 
1.10 Ill. ~ \\. ,fHl'" .'\(lJdinliC imp.ulin~ upon Ilw hlld,-IIIW.:1 ,h.llI, .md ."()Idlll~ tht· Ill't'd (0 Undt'lplll Ilw 
,nulh na\(." an.llk 

r"m"; Bllrw/\ 

Wilhin the .lre.1 ul tIlt, 11("" b.lpli'lt'n .• 1 <.c:qUt·ll( c· 01 1!1 bUII.II, ".I' t:\.I.c\.lu:d 11-1)::" !W). \11 "t'll' (II t""l·ndc:d. 
'UP"H: IIlhUI11;UIUIl len m. ul1i:lccompilllit.·d 1)\ gr.I\(' gIK)(I" ilnd m it'lHed \\(.· .. 1«(.' .... 1. IIH.· earlie'l of the gl.l\ t"'i 
(·1l2. X29. H:\2. t(3i, X I~I. K:;g. Xti:\) \H'rt' dUj{ Hlln lIlt' 11.11111.11 KI.tH:1 ,mel dl\pl.IH:d .1 'IKllIri(;UH tlq;It:(: of 
illtellUtlHlg lIIc1ic.lllng.1 comicielahlt' (C1Il((.'nll.uinn III hUII.II, \\ullin Ilw iHt'.a (Flg_ 21). f he \llallgraphi(.alh 
!.11t'1 J.,," a, e'i \\ere' dug IIltO a n.llur .. 1 .. "IN)I' (M 11- I'Hlfj) U't'1 h inK the Kra\C~1 CII into an U\(" h in\.; 'mmer 
KI .IH·' aiel ')011 (Ii 10). IlU:I.llt."'ll of the ~I ;1\1..'" 1M P--') \\.1\ tll',11 h I III 1)\ I he (OmllllCllon CUI (H2 U 1(11 tht' \\ C,lt'l 11 
\,all (:Ji1) nllhe' nrigmal \Ollth .. i~lt" and ... ) ,lit· {'lillie "':'CIli('lHc' fli hun.ll, dl'.lrh PI(_· .. <I.lle .. Ihe (·.u-h 14th 
(1.."IItun. 

\ tuwl n!t'iKhl Clltht· bunal .. 14 12'. X2'~I. x:l:.!. H:li. !'I!'." H 19, H:l1 .lIul Wlli), wl1u:lltr.ned Iem.lld .. Iftt· bllltClIll 
(If the .. t·(I"{·nc .. •• "t.'rt: u( .I form (ulllinunh L.nm,n.l' ·dl.lrtO.llluui.al .. ·• thai i .. , tilt: inhumatiun ht'n' t'Hltl'l 

I.liel upon 01 c"mclC.'d In \Uh'lalllial dCI)(NI" nl t.tlhflni .... ·<! "nod Ill( .. L.t'lt·tal m.ltl'lI.tl H~·II. lhough 
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, I \1 n\11 ... (Ill K( II. ()'IOKI) 

dNulOlllt'd 1)\ the.' .. urrounding d(."po<;;II\, <lhpl.I\t."f1 no t:'\ldenn" III burnmg rhe prt."tl\e arran\o:emt'm, '01 
indl\ldual huri.th \dried from ~Ta\f!' In J.:,.IH' I"(."t' cdtaloguel. and It i~ ~ignlfj.canl that nne.' uJ !Ill" 
"udll)"'TaphlC.alh l'.n Iie~l gt'3H'" (t'(ti3) \\.1 uf.1 'nnn-<.hallo,lr "pt" 'u t."\ldeme fur former c.:oflilh \\,.\ 
It,,{U1dt'd. thouf.:h in the C~ of gra\t~ X:\i .1 d('aT. nedl \enll.ll hUll/on bt:IM."t'1l the chan-oed ·pad.mg' 
dt,p.'''''" t .'h. X:\:-{) and Ihe earth fill (I'til) .uUlmel the .. l..elt'wn 1I\e1l ma, IIlcllc..IIt' lhe uriginal t"xl"Il'lIlt~ 01 
'('111(:' 1m III of organic bun.11 container Of (meTinK t ~"hnlUd) •• round \\ hit h the c.:har(oal \\a\ dt'»O\IIt'd, If It 
" ,I( (qU('cllhilt clepO'Iil :U9, eXI)().,ed III \1 ea 2. 1t'1-'1t"t'nt\ .1 Hllllt'lIIpOI.1I \ /{I (Hilld ,urian", lhe original clt'plh 
of the: KI.tH· ... \\lllild h.nt' been !!llhe lC:g"lCln of I.HO III. 

II\(: lIppt.·1 l,lIll.lI ... CIt tilt' seqllent.e \\('Ie ""thielilu a lapic! nn-,itt' f) .. t(·CII~I~1C.11 e\alu.lticHl. HO\\('\t·l .• 1'" the.' 
'Ignlfie.ann' clf the.'leu .. er ,>(,()uen((" 1)4..'(.<)II1e.' ,Ippan·nl. Ihl' ~tlall'K\ \\..t ... 1('\I'l'c!: the earlier hUlial\ \\l· .. e lulh 
e't,I\.ttl'd .11Ie1 1('llIo\t:d lemporarih from ,ill' .111<1 ,lIlah,ed 111 lull pliO, 10 I ('hurial "uhin ,h(' lhtllth I he.' 
IU\\l" 'It'e.ltIt'nte' uf huriab .1T(' \1I1l1man~'d hdcm . 

. \/t'lhfH/O/OIO 

I hl." lIll'thcldolog\ u~ed 10 as<ieS, Ihe hUII.,I .. \\.1\ identic.1I III th.1I U"'l'<I 1m Ihe (:Jtri~1 ChUl'lh ,kt'le.',.tl 
.1"'\l'IIIIJI.IKl-,·\li 

(.1111~ (.1/1. '112 .. \k"'l'i"n \'umher: I/() 

1',11 u'llI) ("p()~ed. ~lIb-rt'ctangular J.:Td\C: e't(.'lleJo. heneath , b,lun .. \l't lion of eXG.naliol1 .tnd (lit 1>\ 
wn\trUtIlO!l of under(Toh to E. CUIIIl!O lliHlIlal ~""H·l.lhc gUH' .11 ... 0 ttlt .. KI.I\t' ~32 to the S .. \ligncd WA 
'ta,uIlUIll \lIl\i\ing plan dimc-Ilsiom !.In III long' O.j() m \\Ide. "L.ull tin righl). light IQPi.O and leg, uJ 
c,(("ndecl ,upint' Inhumation sur. i\ e. Right <II III flt:,ed \\ ilh h.lnd 11't'1 pd\ I'. nu' sL.eleloll is laid upon 't'I"\ 
lIb~t.antl.aI (up 10 (U() m. deep) dt'po'it ofe.h.tl(oal (411), \\hi(h lint" Iht· },ITil\e. 

~x: malt.,. \gc . lO-~5 \. ~(alUl'e: 1.t-{2 m. (Y~I.5'). 

l)ll'''It'I\,1I101l Kood CompleICIlf:"I"1 "rlu<)lI} compit:tc. 

llC,'I1UUt>Il: 

12 ~~4~67H 

H7fi5 1 :121 123456il-! 

C()mlllc"nl~: "JiKhl merhile. \fediill rotation 01 "PPt'1 left 1,lll'I",III11e.·"m Moder.ltt' (.i1fuhl$ on mol,lr\. 

(IId,'r Oil. 82Y . . \kdrloll .\'umber: 826 
Wdl-dt"finc'·d. ub-reclilng-ular grcl\e \\lIh lounclt'd end') \Jigned W.-t. \la'llllum pliln dllllemion .. ; 1.92 III 
l(lnK "\. 0 .. 10 Ul ..... ide. CUI IIUO nalural grcl\d. tht· gr.tH' also (Ul\ graH: ~32 10 the :"Ii. Complete t:"Xll'nued 
~upilll' inhullli.1I10n 'iun1\ t'S, lell ann to .. idf:, righl .11111 'lighdv nc,eu ,,"h hand o\er pehis. ·1 h(" d .. eit'wll , ... 
IJld UpHIl .1 n.lI;' m. Ihl(L la\cr 01 ,haru,.t1 ( :iU) .mel IS cO\ert~d b, ,I lunher, ~ulNantlal depo ... u 01 Ch'IIW,11 

(~27 n.1 n Ill. Ihld.). \ "lingle ')tul1f' .... a~ I'c'-conlt'd unmedlale.'h ()\ C,'I the.' ri.,-:hl tUol, 

\c.'" m.tlc" \I-t(""' ,l~cmg adult. ",.1I111t'· 1.61111. Cl' 1"'). 

1'1"(:"("'1'\.1111.., : gc)(xl. CClmpl("lene<i'): \ II tll.lll, lomplete. 

Dl'nlltlntl 

(. 

12:l4567K 

K 7 (1 :1 1 :i :.! 1 12315fi7t'\ 

Comment\: II,nici bo(h and bone~ are unfll'icd I hi\ i .. i.I nue IKon rene<' III adult ... Ilc,l'" C'dlculm dCJ>(ml\. 

:lh \ Bmlt'". "1 he Human Slelelill.\!\,embli.lMe', ill \ Bo~lt' el .11., Exta'.llinn~ in Chri~t Church 
<"Ithcdral (;1'.I"e)ard. O,ford', O\OIIU'IL\/Q.lx"i (:WOI), :l51i. 



(;rmtr CIII.· 832. Shelflrw l\:wfllwr: 83 J 
Panially exposed, jll-defined cut, hea\;!)' truncated U) !;ncr graves 82910 S. and 442 to N .. \bgned \\'.-t:. Cut 
jnto natural gnl\-et. Maximum suniving plan dimensions (. 1.90 m. long x >0.50 m. wide. Left torso. peh-is 
and leg plus lower l'igllll~gsur\'i\'e of extended !!upine inhumation lell arm flexed with hand o\'er peh-is. rhe 
.!.kelewn i~ laid upon 0.07 Ill. deep la)cr of ch<lrcoal (t.ti:'), \\'hich lines the br--ra,e. 

Sex: male .. \gc: ,tgeing adult. 

I'r('sel\,<ll;OI1: lair. [\0 complete bones. COl11plctt'Jle.~s: missing skull <lnd right halfofskeletOll. 

LOl1lml'nt~: Small q'sL-like ca\'it~ on tubercle oflefL n<l,-iwlar and on anterior facet of rig ill calcaneu .... 

(;ml't' CII(: 8]7. Skelclol/ Number: 835 
P.artiall) sLln'i"ing sub-rectangular gra\'e. Lnlllcated to the \V. by [he construction ClIt for the W. wall aI'S. aisle. 
AliKIIt'd WoE. Maximulll surviving dimensions: 0.75 Ill. long x 0.65 m. wide x 0.18 m. deep. Cut imo IliHul'al 
gran.'I, the gravc also CLllS into lht.' lill uf b'Tave 8.5810 the 1:.. Lower, eXLended legs onl), of supine skelet(lll 
~ur\"i\'c. Skeleton is 'packed' to each side b} dbcre[e deposils of charcoal (836 and 838), both of which are 
r. !i cm. deep. 

Sex: ? Agc: Jduh. 

Pre'!'el'\';uion: pOOl. Completeness: 100\'er legs .. lIld feet. 

(;)"(/1'1' (;ut: 8-m. Skl'll'lOll SWIIIMr: 842 
Partially expused, ill-defined grave, trunc<lted LO Lhe \\'. h) cons{runion of \\'. wall of S. aisle. Aligned \\'.-1-" 
CUI into upper fills, and reusing southern edge of gran' 8·19. ~laxill1um sun'i\ing plan dimensions 0.50 Ill. 

long x r. 0.15 m. wide. Lowel'legs and feet onh of eXlended "upine inhumation suryive. 

Sex: male? Age: aduh. 

Preser\'ation: lair. Completeness: lower legs and feel onl). 

CommelHs: Left Ilayicul<lr and calcaneus <.Ire fused. possibl) due 1.0 crush fracture. 

Gml'r Cui: 843. Skeleton Numbt'7': ---
SW. corne l' only of ?sub-rectangular grave, CU I into natural gn.neL 1\laximull1 ~lIrviviJlg dill1emions 0.80 111. 

long x 0.5~ Ill. wide x 0.21 m. deep. The gr::\vt: has bee11 hC<I\ily truncated and disturbed b), the di).{ging 01 

gnl\(' 8·15 and b} construction onate!"al stair 606. No il1liKL skclelOn sl1l'\'i\'es though disaniculatcd fragmen!s 
of sku ll. pelvis and ribs I'cco\'cred rrolll fill 844. p()s~ibly represellting original sub-adult inhumation. 

Grm!l' Cui: 1145. S/tf'/i>lO)) Nllmbf''': 846 
Partiall) exposed. in'egular sub-re~langllial grave. tlunOlled 10 the E. h} construction of lateral stair HU6. 
~laxilllllll1 sun'i,'ing plan dimensions 0.73 111. lung x 0.47 nl. wide. Aligned \"f.·E. Cut through and intu bast: 
of gnl\'t· H--I:l. Skull and uppel' LOrso only survive of extended supine inhumation. laid upon a priman dep0'iit 
oj chal"((liIl (M:l3). 0.04 m. - 0.0::\ Ill. thick, whidl lil1e~ the gl'lI\t'. Traces 01 charcoal were also recorded 
(}\-t'rlying the skelelOn. 

Sex: Ill<.lle. Age: 1ll';1{Ure aduh 

Plcsel'\'<llion: poor, no complete long bones. Complclencs,,: 'jkull and upper bod~ only. 

Dentilion' 

CA 

8X6.5I:i2l 1234567H 

12345678 

Comments: Moderate periodontal di~case. Heavv (alculus deposit.s on anterior dentition. Abscess ll<l~ an 
external drain. 

Cawe (:/1/: 8-/9. SJu4r/()1I /'v'llmbn: 859 
Pmtiall) surviving. weU-defined sub-reclangulal grave, truncated 10 W. b) the construction cut for du: W. wall 
of S. aisle. A.ligned \v'-E. Maximum surviving dimensions: l.flO Ill. long x 0.63 Ill. wide x 0.31 Ill. deep. Cut 
imo nalmal b"ravcl. A charcoal deposit (860) was recorded at tlte E. (loot) end oft.he grave. Lower tOrso. lower 
arms and extended legs of supine il1humalion SlIl'vivc, arms flexed .... ,ith hands positioned over' pelvis. 
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Sex. ma.le. ,\ge: m.nure adult. St.lIure: I 76 Ill. (5' tr'). 

Prc:~er.<llil)n, C.lil. (:olllpiclcnc',: mi!o1>inK \I..ull 

Comment!>: SchmorJ's nIxies on I)(Klies oj 9th-12111 lilOra(l( H.·nehl.ll' 

Cral'i' Gilt: 85 J SJII'/t'lotl \"wnhn, 862 
I'arljall~ expo~ed. ~ub-reClangular gra\e. Illlllcalcci IU the \\ b, thl' lOn.<,trU(l1(1Il (Ill for \\, wall of S. 'Iisle. 
Aligned W.-E. :'\urlhcrn edge of gra\(: c\.lcnds benealh bdUll 01 e .... <.d\.lIiun. full CXlelll nUl exposed. Cut into 
lhe upper lill (8&1) uf gra\{' H6~. Lo\\(~1 legs and fecI onh of all l"'l·nck·d ~Uplllt:' inhumauon SlIl\l\e. laid 
upon a priman deposit of lharmal (861), maximulIl t,1 O.(),~ Ill, <Itt)). whu.h lines Ihe K,.I\C l 'llt' ,kdelOll i'i 
merlaid In dj,lIllct fill H:,2 wlllaining slllall.ulHlllnl\ of tllliuticulau'c! hUlllan bOlle. 

Se,,; ~male. \ge: adull. 

Presenation: poor. no c()Jnplete bone,. COlllplc.:tem:w lower ix){h unh 

(~ral'l" CUI: l:J'H .')k"lftotl.\'umbn,8·IS 

Ill-defined (ut fi)r Illlllh di,turbed gr,l\t·, cuttn \\.In glil\t' ~IO. \lignect \\A. FI,lgmclltan sl..detal remains: 
onh lower lert <lml and hand <;uniu", 

Comments: ,hi" i, it depoo;lI of (Il'ktrtlctllated 1l1;1I('lIal. .\tlc.I'I' 'woo ,lduh, dnd Cllle infant ~lIe rcprc..emed 

Gral'~ Cut: 8'8. Slultlon Sumfln·. 8" 
Regular, sub-rectangular 'cnil.li·"lded ~T'l\t:. trun(dtl.·d LO. In (U11'J11U((mll 01" latcr.li st"in~ell M06. Cut to 
W. b\ gra,'c M37 .. \iigned \\A .. \ia."imulll o;Unl'lIll( dimemlOm.: J.20 Ill. long "\ 0.75 Ill. "ide"\ 0.50 Ill. deep. 
Cut illlo natural gravel. BeKi\ supine • .;I..ull to l"iglll - allll~ w )i<ic!.. l pper p,1I1 of body ()nl~, truncated at le\ el 
ofpel\l~ b, construction cut for sta in .. ell. ' ) he .. keleton i'i ((),ered h, thin 1 .. \ cr of ('harcoal (R57) from the necl.. 
down: thin (0.02 m.) to the S .. the dcpmll wa, Illarl..edh deeper to the '\. 'iidt' of the i>o<h. 

Se"\. female. \gc: 20-25 \. Stature: 1.59 Ol. (5' 2"). 

Pre.ser\"alion: good. COOlplttcl1es, lIppel bod, on I) 

Oentition. 

E765132 

l\P765·1321 

Commenl!;: Medial rOliltion of upper right ~ond premolar. 

Grallf Cut: 863. Ski/film .\'I/Illba. 865 
Partially "ur,i\·ing. hcll·deliued sub-rcct..1llhl"l.liar grave. tnlllcated to \\, b~ lhe conslrll('IiOO Clll for \\'. wall of 
the S. aisle. Aligned \\'.- E. r\m thern edge 01 g .... lvc extl'lId~ bene.nh b.wll.. of CXCa'atlOIl, full extent not 
exposed. MaximullI o,univing plan dimcmiolls : 1.3M Ill . long '( 0.,;5 m. wide, Cut into natural grmcl. Lower 
lOrsO, luwer right arm &llId extended Icg~ of supine inhumation ,unin!. righl ann slight" ncxed with hands 
positioned over pe":i,. lI'untatcd to "'-

Sex: male.\ge: IlMIUle adult. Ileight : 1.72 Ill. (5' 6"). 

Preservation: fair. Complete-nes:;: lowel bod) onl). 

Comments: Schlllorl's lIodc'i present on lowel bodies of 10th dn<i 11th thoracic '·erlcbrClc. 

Result, 
A lOlal of tcn skclctoll~ were anal)"sed. Pre.,erv<ltion l.,.a5 variabk' lilnginK from poor lO good. Only (we) 

skeletolls were virtual" complete (-110 and 826). The rellli.linder WCIC illcomplete itS the grm'C'i here quite 
denscl}: illlerclIuing. The <lssemblage comprised <;c\en Illalc:;, ()nc.~ plObablc ma1c.', one fcmale and one adult 
of indeterminate sex. Age rangcd fi 'om 20 'can (0 50+ (ageing adult). 

rhe stature of fi\'e of [he "ikeleton .. \-\,lS calculatcd and lang-cd fml1l 1.59- 1.82 m. 
1\\'0 skelt,tons cxhibited \·el'leb •• 11 degeneration in 'he form of ~chlllorl's Ilfxle~ (H59 and ~65). rhe left 

calcaneus and navicular of skeleton 812 \-H'It' fmcd .md thi~ 1Il,ly haH! been the rt'sult of a cl'lIsh fracture. 
Dental health was generaL" good. Skelcton 8-16 had one carious citnty and all ab'iCe~s. Skeleton 826 had 

three carious teeth Skeleton 11() had a J"Otdtcd upper left l<lterallilcisor. Irregulant\ and o,erlapping of 



lmH RIC I YLER E L AL. 

anterior leeth ilo so common as [0 be almost normal. SOllle are merely t""iSled OUl of position, bUI olhers ale 
wholly displaced [0 lingual or to labial.37 The upper right second premolar of skeleton 855 was also rOlated 
and this is a slighLl) less common fealun::. 

DisCllssioll 

The pl·edominance of males in the group is of some interest. Six of the eight charcoal burials \\ ere males, one 
walo female and one was of indeterminate sex. The possibility that this form of burial i.s mainly linked to male 
individuals was considered. T\,·o charcoal buriab were uncovered during excavations at Christ Church in 
1972.38 One was an adult maJe and the second was an adult of indeterminate sex. A group of 20 skeletons 
\H;re excavated in Ihe doister in 1985 and two of Ihese were dUII·coal burials, an adult male and an adull 
/em<.lle. 39 The data is t here/ore inconclusive. 

Dating 
A series of bone samples were t."1ken li·om three stratigraphically related burials (846, 855 and 835) and were 
submiued to Rafter Radiocarbon Ltlboratory, New Zealand for high precision radiocarbon dating. A 
discussion of the results and medlOdology can be found with the repol·t on other radiocarbon·dated burials 
from Christ Church Cathedral graveyard (above).40 

The results contiI'm that the burials f!"Om 51. Alclme's are pre-Conquest in date. Skeleton 855 was located 
aI tht: base of the stratigraphic sequence and was ovedain by skelelon 835, which in tum was overlain by 
skeleton 846. This would suggest that all the skeletolls must be dated to the late 9th or 10th century. All three 
were charcoal burials. These radiocarbon dates add weight to the argument that 51. A1dale's represemlo a 
Saxon foundation. 

Charcoal Anrtiy'is by DANA CHALLINOR 

A LOlal of eight of the St. Aldate's burials were laid upon substantial hIrers of wood charcoal. Charcoal burials 
have been found at a number afsiles in Anglo·Saxon Britain but since no detailed analysis of the charcoal has 
vet been undertaken, a comprehensive sampling strategy was implemented at St. Aldate's. Samples oj" the 
charcoal were taken across the bul'ials to determine if there were an) spatial difTerences. One grave (442) was 
intensively sampled, while a fmther four gl·a\'cs (829, 837, 845 and 857) were sampled at the head and feet 
(Table 2). Three orlile skeletons have been dated by radiocarbon analysis and proved 10 be mid to late Saxon 
in dat.e, The aims of the charmal analysis were 10 shed light upon the purpose and function of 'charcoal 
burials' alld 1.0 det.ermine any \·ariUlions between the burials. 

Methodology 
A total o( twent}' samples of charcoall'.'ere taken fl"Om the eight burials. These were wet-sieved onto a 2 mill. 
sieve to remove ,IllY adhering soil. The sample sizes varied consicierablr from 0.25 to 15 !ilres (Table 2). The 
samples \vere air·dried and divided into fractions lIsing a !'let ul sit:'·es. In the first instance, they were assessed 
by scanning under a binocular microscope al xl 0 and x20 magnification. Fragments of charcoal were 
randomly extracted, fractured and examined in transverse section. In the case of large samples, a sub·sample 
of c. 20% was examined. On the basis of Ihis inilial assessment, it was decided to examine one sample from 
each cOlllext in detail. Samples which were particularl), large in size were divided using a rime box and a 
!"nlction of llle sample was examined (Table 2). The charcoal was Lhen sorted illlo groups based on the 
analOmical features observed at low magnification. Representative fragments from each group were then 
selected fOl further examination using a Meiji incident.lir-ht microscope at up 10 x400 magnification. 
Identifications wet-e made with reference to Schweingruber·1 and modem reference material. In addition 10 

!'Ipecies identification, various analyses (e,g. the 1ll<.lIurit) uf the wood and Llle growth rate) were undertaken, 
where the condition of the charcoal permitted it, to look for any other discernible differences/conditions in 
the c1Ull"coal bel\veen t.he burials. 

:17 S. I-lillson, Dnr/alAllthmjJ()logy (1996), 112. 
~\8 TG. I i<lssall, 'Excavations at Oxford, 1972: Fifth Interim Repon', Oxonien.sia. xxxviii (1973), 270·4. 
~9 C. Scull, ; Excavations in the Cloister of 51. Ft-ideswide's Priory, 1985', Ox()ni,..n.~ia, liii (1988), 21·74. 
40 P. Marshall, 'Radiocarbon Detenninatiom,·, in A, Boyle et. £II.. 'Exca\"at.ions in Chrisl Church 

Cathedral Graveyard, Oxford', Oxoniensia, Ix"i (2001), 350·5, -Iable I, Figs. 12-13. 
4! F.II. Schweingruber. Microscopic Wood A nalOlIl) (31-d edll. 1990). 
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TABLE 2. CII \Reo.\!' ,,\I PLF.S FRO\lII H. BL RIALS 

Sampt, no. (AmlrlJ 110. lul/lm( (lttTtl) C.{ o/56mplt ulmll{u'" 

4 HI 

5 III 15 

6 HI 11 

i III 12 1.6 

~ III 2 

9 III 2 

10 K27 2.5 3.1 

II 827 0.25 

12 8:13 2 1.6 

13 8:16 1.25 

14 8:l6 1.5 6.2 

15 8:18 1.25 6.2 

16 838 1.25 

815 17 853 1.25 

18 85:\ 

19 85:l 12.5 

819 22 860 1.25 12.5 

23 861 1..1 25 

857 20 857 0.25 100 

21 857 0.5 

RtHllJ\ 

SptCILI WPf/IX)\Il/l1'l. Four taxa "ere poslIl\d) IdCIIUfit:d - Qum',u ~p. (oak), Corylus at~lIaPl(l (ha7e1), ,\loit"dt'ol' 
(h ...... thorn. apple. pear etc) and Pnmlu sp. (bl.Kkthorn. (hern). It i., not al .... J.}s posSible to idenun' to sp«ies 
le\'e!. although it may be said that tht!' \la/wi"" ch,nmal was mnre dldracteri'ilic or CmlatK"< m()"()~'fI 
(ha .... thol 11) imd the Prunus con<;islent .... ith I) IPlllf/\(I (blad.thorn). II was dpp.lrenl from the initial a. .. se men I 
thai all 01 Iht" 'i<unples were dOmlllJled h) QIIl'rrllS and Iherf' .... ere no grf'iI. ~patial diffe"encell 111 ~p«ie~ 
composHion bel .... een samples from the samt' gra\e or indeed bet"'et'n gr.:l\es. 'J his p<rllem ",as conli, rned b) 
the more df'IJiled analysis. On I)" three ... amples produced non-().,k t,,'OJ and in small quanulles (Fig. 22). In;lll 
ymples. there \\cre ~ome charcoal fragments categonsed as Indetemrln,ue, .... hich .... ere not Identifi;lble eithel 
I>ecJuo,e of pOOl pleM'f\'ation or because their cell stl uClures were unuslial .. \ number of these fragmf'llts were 
burr wood. Since rome burrs were iclenufiable itS oak, II is likely that mi.lIl) of the indetellninate (l"gmt'lll'! 
weI e of the \,II11e spet.ies. Certainly. bUl r wood w.n complCuousl) pi e~elll in mO~1 (am pies. 

\I(llIm/}. Oak heanM)od was idelllified in ,til of the ~'lInples ,wd some ~Ipwood was also POSili\eh identifit'd 
III mmt 'i<tmple . 

(;mlJ.'lh ral,.: Ring (.()unts .... ere made 011 0"10. ftagmclIlS >9.5 mill. in "lit' .lIld Ihe average ring .... ,dlh calcuLllcd 
Fig. 2j sho .... s Ihilt the dlarcoal from all bill nne of the gran~s (837) exhiblled Similar slow gro"lh r.ate!i.. \ 
number of the litrger fragments alw exhibiled ~illlihil p<luems of growth - ",lIh narrow rings gelling wider, 
then narrowlIlg again. 

QWlllili.'l (If IfI"lmlll: The number of o.lk frdgmem\ per litre of e,c.t\'Olted m.ltenal Wa5 calculated in an allcmpt 
to look .11 the \.ui.ttions bel\\een Ihe graves. While 11 IS ackno\\,ledgecl thai there are differential rdtes of 
fragmelll.uion in charcoal and thai fr.tgment ('ounts are nOlusuall) reli.tble. it "as considered penni~!i.ible in 
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Ihi) GI,>e, ... int.e Ihe chan'oal was all of thc \.1111(: "Pt'tit.·' .lIId Iht.·It' \\iI'> lillk \.Iri.uioll ill Ihe di"tI ihutiflll uf 
(h.IIHI.I1 1>(:lhc·t'n ~ie\t' '.i1e~ (Fig. 24). Cal(uhlling tilt" IlUmbC:1 of hagmem) pel'llIre ,>ho\\'e(1 deal hllliitlOlh 

in the quantit) of eh<Hwallhat "a ... depmllt'd "ilh lhe human !emain\ into lhe gri;l\-e (Fig. 25), 

DHCII\WHI 

(;olllj>ari ... oll uf Ihe than:()<ll hom dillelelH gl.H'e, "hO\-.. Ih'lI lh(:1 C:.11 e: mOle simililritie ... Ihan dinelenn~\; Iht'l c: 
,lit' minimal dil1t.·It'IlH·S in the la'<l found in Ill(' a ...... c·mbl .. J;tt·, (Fi~. 22) ,mel the:re i ... a deal precfollllnallu." of 
oak charco,,1 in all 01 the \ample .. , Ihis i~ in ket'ping \ .. ith Iht, 1 hitlwal from Ihe: burials t'x«I\<IIt.'d at (:hl i"l 
Chunh \ .. hidl Wt'le al\o largeh' idemilled a~ Il<Ik.42 (;I\(.·l1lhe Wlltt''' of the hurials, il i\ appaU'rll Ihal lilt' 
th.IITO,,1 ",.\ delibt.'I,lteh depo"Ht'd " .. <.:harwal. Iillhel Ihan a,> a fuef re .. idue which is the 1ll()\1 (O1ll11l01\ 

ocnl1!encc' of wooci chan'oal III the archaeological !'t'«lId. II i ... likt'h, Iht'rei{)re, lIMI lht' pleSt'IICt' of ~ll1illl 
quantllie .. of nOll-oak spenes (all 01 whie-h dre I) pit'al of r,(Tubiht'clgerows) Illil' be explained In thell usc: a~ 
an aid 10 ignit ion in (harcoal bulllt; ...... 01 " .. <In ;tccidc'lIlal mclminn; Iladll iOIMI melhocb 1m illdkinK chalcoal 
lllilisc' ,hall()\\. PIIS wilh IJvers or SlI,H\, grits .. ()I brackell to shu I OUI till' air_H Certainh'. oak doe,> ha\t~ go(xi 
hllllllng plOpellie~ ih a charcoal. althouKh Ihere art' olhel til'iI , .. hidl make !lupcriol dlal<.lMI. ~tlch ,1\ 

FWI/gilia tJlllu~ (aldel bucklllOnl). ,--1lnu\ glulmll,\(/ (alder) iltld .\ali.\ ~p. (v .. illow),I-I I he choic(' of spec ie ... would 
tlstlalh depend upon se\eral factors .... lIth ,IS Iht' intended pmpO\c for (he charcoal and lhe i.l\ddabllll\ of 
I e.· .. OUI ces, rhl'" leads to IWO questiom: was tht..' chan:o<ll Oil SL \ld,lIt··S tliSIOIll-made for the burial ... and. If \0, 

wa~ thert' ,II" significance in the choice o( oak? Cellainh. the burning properties of the taxon art' irreie\',lIl1 
if Ihe thdrfoal was fUSlOm-made for the plllvo ... e of ch:po\ilion hith till' human Illil iab. 

lilt' prt',>cI1Ct' 01 bill r \\ood in lhe miljOlit) of tht: \.l1l1plt: ... lila} shed light on lhe iswe ()f lll\IUIIl-lllaclt· 
e.h"llul<ll. BUI r'> <tie produced in oak tree-.. 111 two '>itu;.ui()n,>: ellht'l Ihe II-t'e h".., been poliaHlcd U1 Ihe In:e: i\ 
01 (ol1\idelablt' <lge.(;' If Ihe lauer wel'e the (',he. Ihen Iht' \H)od lI'>t'ct hll Ihe- d1<llToai burials Mlldd htlH' «line.' 
from \alui.lhle limber ~lOcks ancl a.\ ~lIdl '>lIggl'~" Ih<lt the.' indi\jdll."~ (ollcerned were of high ,t.III" 
\!telnameh. the occurrence ofbun\ e.ould Ix the.' 1e.· .. lIlt oltllmlllmg'> from large tree:.., CUI Inr 1I1lli->e1, Iwing 
u'icd for <.:harcoitl. If (his \\ere Ihe cast', the Ch,Il(IMI j, nOI hkeh to h,l\(' heen cart'fulh ~t'lecled a~ ,Ill 
indie.<Ition of stalu ... 

Wlthoul ((lInplele- segments of rnund\\ooci, II i, \en diOillill to um,lltIt' \ .. ·oodland managemenl from 
(hM(oal; Ihilt ~aid. Ihe di!>linLlive paltern of gH)\\ th ling'> nOled III .-,ollle ,>ample!; could well be h'om ll1;tnaged 
h(x)d bcing cuI on a regulal cyde_ 46 GliI\'e ttn iii cii!;lillltiH' lor Ihe ,1(1\\ late of gnmlh e,hihill'd III Ihl' 
{h,ucoal. but the ~i/{nillcance ofthi.-, is difficult 10 ddillt' 

The r(lteml ,)(alm'ell 

rhe fill of Ih(' "olllht..'rt1 1.2:l1ll, oflhc t'xLI ... 'alc.'d art',1 \\,I~ di~llIl(! in Ih.11 il compri\ed 100 .. (:' !uhhh hiHklill 
datable to Ihe 19th or earl) 20th (elllllr\, I he elt'pmil \'oil" cll't:PCI tm .. arc!r" the eilstenl ~icle of the.' 'In·,1. 
sligge"ing an inlilled 1<I(t..'lal stairwell giving a('( e ...... In I ht· I II h-(l'l1I II I \ \ illIh~d CI \ pi \'i<l a doon .. ;lI \~ ilhin Ihc' 
\\l'St \ .. ,,,11 of lhe cnpl.-17 fhe head of Ihi,> d~xll i, 1m I1lcci I() the ~ollth hI the rising 11'<l11S\'er'{' wall lib ot Ilil' 
we ... lel n wall of lhe IT\ pL rhis rih displal~ no (hamfn In "" , .. c· ... tt·rn lilte:. iI faci Ihat \\ould appeal to 
imi.\lichut' the ilrgulllelll lor the forlllt'r l·xi,>tt.'nlt' 01 iI third, Wl'\tt'llI b • .I\ III the undercroh The lau thill Ihe 
]1l'illl<lr) IlliI'>Olln of tile ,>olllhern aisle \\<111 , .. ililin Ihe.,third h.ll I' tOllll<il'd on ~ri:l\el some (J.t)-! Ill. al)oH' Ih(, 
!e.',eI ul Ihe- undernoh floor also implies an oliglllal Iwu·b.n n\ pl. I he t.'xistellrC' of a formel ,>tairwell 1 .. ,1\ 

confilll1e.·c! at the hase 01 excavations "he.·n Ihre.·e.· III \/llt \!Ont' ... t('I>' (H06) \\t'!t' l'xpmed immedialeh h("t (If 
Ihe.' dool'\\i1\ (Fig. 26), The implied Slain .. ,,, \\<1,0.7:) Ill. \\ide ,mel flanked If) north and soulh In ,>Iolle.· , .. alk 
Ihl' northelll \\all haling been robbed out. A ... not(,c!'lbul'C. till' 'it.II1"\It..'1I would appear 10 han~ !t'maim'c! in 
me ulltil <II It..'asl the earl\- 19th centur,-; a !lmilll doorwi\) \\lIhin Iht' w('r"tcm aisle "'<Ill. pl(:~lIInabh gi\illK 
il(e.'" to Ihe ~Iilir. IS \-i .. ihle in Buckler's 'South-hc,>1 \Il'\" nfSI.\ldate\ Chm(h' (Fig, 7). It would appc,II'IIMI 
\~he.·n Ihe ,>Iilin,dl \\elll out of use il \'oilS inili ... I" onl} pal liillh inlilled ilnd pu~sibh' usecllol <I period a\ a '{(MI 

12 11.",,,11, op, (it. nOlt' :i~. pp, 270-1 
I:~ 11.1.. E.dlin, 11'nodlalld Cmflllll Urilmll' All Ir(IIIWIIlI flil' }jmhlimwll'WI 01 Tieel lind JIll/ben m Ihi' /Jlilllh 

COIIIIIIYIUII' ( 19-19), IHO 
II Ibid_ 16:1, 
I~ t-.I RobilhUII, per~, ('()IIl111-
III P Kar"ilIU\sen. 'Pollitrding of 1'1t't:S III Ihe.· ~t,:olllhit Oht'lI Pre,ulIled - Difliwlt to )llmc', III Il.L 

Roblll,>on (ed,l, E:tJ}l'nmfnlatum and Rl'{llll\inlri"'" III rm 1Irllll11lt'lllal.lrdulI'O/fI?:) (1990), i7-99, 
17 I hi~ doorw;.!\ h,1s been unbl()('kecl a ... it pan of tilt' rUITt·nt \\f)lks and incoq>orated into Ih(' nt·\\ 

anangeme.·lHs of tht· undercroft. 
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tonn Olainh in use during the 11th and !:llh ct'llIuries.-IK The sherd ,<; a lutle .tbradcd. 11O\\'e~er, and could 
ea",h 1l4l\t:' been redeposited. and l() dr,m fillll wndU"iions from .1 'lIlglc ,herd I'> diffit:ult 

fhe ('xtCIll of ~Oi 1 exposed during the t'\dludlion 'nilS insufficient In OI.'tCcrtdlll \\ hether am IIHaC! gra\c .. 
WCft' ('ut into lhe lower Ja\er. ,HId thll" \\hClhc.."I" ,hi .. area oflhe church endo!iure \\a~ u.-;ed a .. a burial ground 
pI iOT 10 the l'l"ing of metalled ... urface .... Ilowe\el, the presence 01 chamel malC'1 iaJ wilhin thi<; L.l\er suggC<i, .. 
thilt this \'oil'! mdeed the cast'. 

(;raw)'ard Df'/}(HI/\ 

'Ill(:' upper metalled SUI-fact' (206·t=2065) ",a~ ~t'aled b, a 0.54 Ill. deep 1<I)cl (20(}3'2073) rcpre"cllling an 
imported graves'ard soil post-dating the di.,u'K' of the )al'd surf.lce (?t.ue 171h t(:nllln,' ). Dug imo 206:l2075 
welt: a IOtal of 11 definable burial!) (Gmup 'u!). 200 I. 2006, 2010. 2015. 2020. 202·1. 20:11. 20 13. 2017. 2()jfi 
.tnd 2059). il number of which \\-ere UII through the underl)ing melallc.-d '1U1L.lll''1. 

The rel<ui\-eh 10\\ concentr.uion 01 buriah encountered huhin the I1cnch. combined \\ilh their do,e 
<;lrilligraphic grouping. \\-ould appear 10 be Wmi!)lent "ilh a hurh lImiled lIllIe,p.Ul lor the use of the .Irea fm' 
buri;.l1~ and imph ing a correspondingl\- IOllg-u:nn l,-~e of thc cOl11pao(.'d SUi face. It ., dC!'i.1I frol11 the dC!'pth of 
a number uf the burials that truncation of the upper larers of lhe graH!" .ud h.t.S U(CUI red (the bil£e of gr.ne 
cut 2007 (Gmup 2006). 'or example .• ~ onh ().GO Ill. beloh Ihe <:url'(.'1ll ,Iabbed ,arc! sulfatc), probabl\ during 
the reurdering!l of the late J 9111 e~trh 20th (enttln. 

LaIn OI" Il/rhanff 

AI Ihe southern t.'nd of the 1l't'Il<.h, bUlial group number 2010 ""<I'i u'un("lled hy th{' ,ubstalllial (1.60 m. wide) 
LUI 207(; a'i'iociated ".-jth the COIl'itruuion in IHCi2 of the north chancel aj,le. l.ikchi,e. at Ihe nonhern end of 
lhe trench. \tructure 2036, 2039 (a po~\ibl(' table monument base) "as di'itudX"d b, (ut 2029. lhe comtntuion 
trench a!)!>(xi<ltt..-d .... itlt the b,lsemt'ntcd buildings 10 lhe norlh of Ihc c!cH:lopment are'l. froming onto 
Pembroke ~lI·eet. Cuts 2076 and 2029 \\('IC *alecl b) it 0,20 m. thick milke-up I.ner (2000) \\hlCh conta.ined 
both waler and e1e<.:lIical seni('c'i at Ihe north oj the trench. In the centre of the evaluation trench. cliiting 
through 1."er 2000, wa~ an e:.lS(-\\(''i1 aligned drainage pipe and ass()(i~Ht:d lIench (205·t). 

flu' II 'tllthmg Brltf 

In ad\<ll1ce of the la~ 109 of a nCh !lldb for the neh (,'ntrance range. ground I(,H') \\<1'1 reduced 0\ er the full area 
of the proposed new building. During Ihi~ operation. a IOlal of 21 (,'anh-(Ul gla\-c~ i:Uld a single brick-lincd 
shah gr.l\e were identified, though nOlle were impacted b) lhe groundwork.s. The excavation of lbe 
foundation trendlcs for Ihe ne .... linking range were loc;lted entirel) \\itllin prc,ioll)'l} disturbed glOulld. 
Ilamcl) Iht' f(Jtllld.alion trenches for the north ('hancel ai'\le to lhe ,\outh and lor lill' ba!)emented range oj 
buildmgs fronting onto Pembrokc Street to the north. '0 ~ignifici:tnt ar('hileologicaJ remaill'\ welt' 
encountered during the ex(avation of Ihc'\c tl'C'mhe'\. 

DISCuSSION 

E, idence for Saxon occupation of the site has been recorded in three forms: the 
idemification of a small area of Sa:...on 'floor' surface. the exca\"alion of a series of 'charcoal 
burials' '"ithin the area of the nC:.'\\ baptistery and thc retric\"al of a fragment of IOlh-ccmun 
cross·shaft from the south wall of the nan:. 

The idcntification of the small area of Saxon compflctcd occupaLion or 'floor surface' i~ 
pUl(uin'. The 'Saxon' daling of thi~ fealtlre. in the t:lbsence of an} artcfaClual eddence, i ... 
based purely on comparison with closely similar deposit~ recorded at. other siles wilhin 
Oxford "here secure dating has been n.'lrie\ccl, most recentl) duting excavations at Lincoln 
College. This said, the dislincti\'c nature of the deposit combined ,\ith i~ stratigraphic 
location irnmedialcly overlying a lig-hL!) disturbed subsoil Ill3kes the Sa.xon designation 

11'1 \J Mellor, '(hfol'd POllery: :\ Synlhc~i, of middle and late &axon. 1II{'die';" dud cddy post-Ill{'dic .. itl 
I)ollen in the Oxford Region', O .'(OlllflI\W, lix (lH9q, 17-217. Fig. 5:t M-12; .bid. p. 177. 
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IIk..d\. Ih ~UI \ I\al amld')t the COllcenlraUon of later fealllrt~ i~ remarkable and It IS u')eful In 
pro\·iding a daLUm le\·cI agajn~t \\ hich to rehllt' other ear" features such a~ the serie, of 
fh~lrf()al bUI·ials. 

Ih., 'Cham,," Bllria/.< I" A. BO' LE. D. CH \LU'iOR and R. TYLER 

I·h .... exposure of the series of fharcoal burials .It the bast.' of Area ·1 represent~ il parunalarly 
IIlt(.'resling and ullexpected dj~cO\·en. Ihe pnu.litt' ofdMI"l"oal burial is lint docul1Iented in 
the ·1Lh centur) in a letter by Sulpicju~ Se\erus rel.ulIlg to the burial ofSl. ~1anin of Iburs l9 

and bt.'came fairly \ ... ·idespread from lhe 9lh to the 121h fenlUr~. Charcoal burials ".IIC known 
Iroll1 a number of siles in England. and <.1 numbcl of examples have been recordecl in 
Oxf(H"d, most notabh at ChriM Church where t',O burials were discovered in lhe somh-caM 
torner of the Great· Quadrangle,:-'o rhe bast·s of the gr3\eS \\·ere co\·ered b) a I;Her of 
fharcoal mea~uring up to 0.10 m, deep. Iwo furthcl dl<lrcoal burials were rccovered in 
Lhli"!t Church cloi~ter during cxca,·ations III 1985 . .11 rhc~· were part of a group of 20 
InhUlllatIons "hich \,ere cut into a la\"er I,ing dilt'clh abo\·e naLUra], All were orientated 
Wt.·"!H .. ·a~ l, 'iupine extended and lIn~l(coml)(lnicd IH gl(t\c gO()(\). The illlp()n~lIln' of the 
("emeten· at Chri~t Church is twofold: it demonstratl'''! lhl' exiMcnce of a 9th- or IOth-cen lun
Il'lag-IOUS communit~ and it lila) imph the ('xisLt.'nC<.· of a contemporan rt.'ligiou~ 
fOllnd~ltiono:):? rhe longcvity of the burial rite i~ illu"lraleciln a single charu)l.Il burial and it 
bUrIal on a bed of ash excavated at \II Saints, "ho,e u'meten is belie\·ed to date from Ihl' 
121h or earh to mid J:hh celllun. 

I· ,a1l1ples be,ond Oxford include Romse,\bbe, 111 'he pCII()(b AD 800-930 and \D 900-
1100,53 Sl. GUlhlac's \finster, Ilereford ·'}""' dnd in Iht" 101h- IlLh-cenlur~ cemetery al Old 
\tll1"u:'J", \\Tinchester.55 In hj~ di .. cllssion of the femetl'l) .It St. ~icholas Shamble,. "·hlte 
[olldudcs that burial, of lhis I.ype are (olTlpal~ltin'h rare in earl) medieval pari,h dlllrfh 
n'11leleT"ie~ and mOSl kll(}\\ n example!>. are <1.')so(iate(i with (athedral churchc.').3h 

Ihe furrelll pn~je<l has provided the valuable opportuniLY to undertake considerable 
anal)sis of the charcoal burials; the analysi~ of" till' (harcoal deposits thelll~elve.') hds proved 
particularly lIseful and. while lhe origin and "gniliG.lnn' of thc burial rill' Il'111ain~ 10 an 
e\.t~Jll obscure, allows fOI <l number of broad conclusions to he proposed, 

Ihe result') frolll the 'l11alni"l ,ugKcsl thai Ihe pI e~cnce of charcoal II) the budab 
It.·pre ... ents the u,e of ,alliable timber lesources III the form of a one-ofrburniltg of ... pelialh 
f"t-IIt.·d O<ll.., \,hifh would support the theon that the hurial nte iii a reflection of high ... t ... UU"l. 
(.el t'linh. the relali\·c raJ"it) 01 the burial rile in Saxon Britain and its apparent e"\.du","it\ to 

I eligiou ... foundation, IInplit', such .1 significantt'o 111<11 the quanlil~ or charco<ll \, ilhin the 
~ra\t.·, ,aric", ',ideh (Fig. 25) suggests that thc .. Imount 01 (h'lI"coal "as of Ie",.., signifiGlIlfe 

III I' D.ulIl'i1, Orfllh t/ll(/ HII11tJI 111 \lrdir.I(JI r."l!lfI/ld 10M·' HfI Ii Q97). I.'Ht 
")0 11;I\')all. op. lit. 1l0U' :~H, p. :!iO . 
... , I Sudl. op. U). IlOIl' :19, p. oH 
~,:? I he: Ic:laliomlup \\llh CluJ .. t ChuHh, 1II [1H.·llght of ItHOIII di .. (O\el!c.: .. , i~ dJ"ul(,\ed III \. 1l00k l·t ,Ii .• 

~ 'l,l\aliOlh \0 (:hri"t (:hUH h ( ,\lhlO{1I ,II (;r • .I\{O, .1Ie!, (hlmd·. ()wlllrl/Ilil. IX\"I (!WO I). :l66. 
:-d J Sdwfield .1IId I) P.tllI\l·J, Ht'fflll R"'l'mdl III r IIK/I,h IflU'1I1 (19M 1).1"11 
,I R Sho(.·,milll, 1'.\ftl,'fllwI/I at (:(11,1,. (;mll (~klt·I(l1(1 (:11\ 1·,(.I\,I1JOm I, 19MIl). '27 
n H. "-lolbt'-Kidclllo, \ LIIIlt"cli.11 Ct'llll0't·J\: Problem\ III i:.X(.I'<lliUIl and Intcl-pn."i.IIIOn', IliuM 

hdlllt'II/(lK\. i (HID). Hq-~II 
",Ii \\" \\"hltto. Skl'/rti/I Hfllum/\ Irmn Ihl' Crllll·,,.r) oj '·1. \/(IIIIIi/1 \'IIH"Mrl (19t'H-I). 25. 
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than its JClUai presence and its funClion ma" haye been oLI symbolic nature, possibh related 
to the well-documented practice of laying the dying bo{h on a bed of penitential ashes.s; 
I-towe\er, a number of practical possibilities exi~1 and ~hould be considered. 

Analogies may be drawn with the use of other materiJis, such as calcium and quick (Illd 

sla~ed lime, included within burials at ,'arious points in histOl-~, for a range of diflerem 
lea~on~. Some Jewish authorities permitted calcium to be ~prinkled over the bod\' in order 
to ~lImulate decomposition, and the application of quick or slaked lime "hich i~ "nesled in 
Lonclon would ha\'e either speeded the decay of soft tissues or absorbed moisture on 
putrefaClion.:;~ During the pOM-medie\,al period cholera \iClims were regularl~ buried in 
quirklime although it ,,'as regarded as unseemly and faced strong opposition.59 

Perhaps the most plausible functional imerprctation, howe\er, is thaI the charcoal acted 
as an absorbent layer, designed to minimise the efrects of putrefaction and thus promoting 
the preservation of the corpse. Certainl)" in the Roman period, gypsum or plaster are knowTl 
to hel\e been used for this purpose and the use of plaster is thus often interpreted as an 
attempt to presene the bod,.. Such a function may haye had a practical or symbolic end. The 
practical necessity for such treatment would be illlcnsified in the case of bodies that had 
become bloated or were poorl) presened, due either to disease or natural decay. Such 
circul11stance~ would readily arise in the case of dela) ed bUl-ial, for example where a corpse 
required transportation over a consider~lble distance LO the place of interment .• \Jternati\e!), 
lhe desire for preser\'ation of the corpse may have been dri\'en b) contemporan beliefs 
regarding the Resurrection and the Last Judgement when the body of the dead would rise 
from the gra\c. 

,\s Daniell concludes in his discussion of the practice, the significance of the buriRI rite 
mosl probabl) representS a combined re£1ection of social status and religious belief.l)() 

.J Saxon Churrh at St. Aldalt>\? 

Blair has suggested that the burials discoyered in Christ Church form part of the cemctel") 
relating to 51. Fridcswidc·s. Anglo-Saxon minMers sometimes had enormous cemcteries later 
ilwaded by urban development and some finds of stray burials from OxfOl-d are worth 
considering in this context even though they are at a considerable distance from the minsler 
church (Fig. 1).lil These may include, for example, 'the great numbers of human skeleLOns ... 
some 16 feet deep, man)' with their feet im-ened to the south ,,,hich were found while 
digging the \'ault under Pembroke College chapel in 1732'.62 Christian-orientated burials 
h~l\'e been found in Beef Lane, adjacent to Pembroke College gate,fi3 while a burial in a SLOne 

{;ollin. accompanied b) an elaborate, II th-(entur) gold finger l-ing,6-t was discovered in the 
late 19th (enlul") under the I'oad on the east side of Sl. . \Jdate\ chlll-chyard, oppositelc)Jl1 
rO\,cr.b:, 

I; I)allldl. up. til. Ilme49, p. 1 :19. 
~)X R. PhilpOl1, Bllrl(ll PI{/rl/(fl III HOllum IJn/tl/1J. I SIlI1'f) IIf (;"(I1'f Iintlll/('/l/lllld hll1l1.l/illlf,: II) IJ--I/O 

(IH91),9;3, 
~,9 R_ Rich,mholl. /)ntlh,lJ/I.lt'dioli Ollf/lltt' /)I'\lllull' (IHH~). 227. 
!i() 1).11111.'11, up. cit. nOlc19, p. 160. 
ti I J _ Bblil. ·"'1. Fridc\\\ ide', ~1()nLlSICI"\: Ploblt.'lll~ <llld Pm\lhil,(ic~'. o."olliml/a, liii (1988). 2:\3. 
62 .\. Wood. NIl' 1111"11'111 (Hili PI''!I,.,ll SIt/it· of Ilif Ctl\' oj (hlord. l'CI. J Pt.'.!oh"JI (Iii;}). Addenda p. 29. 
ti:\ O'fJ1linllio. XXI (1960), 13 .... 
61 J.\ G"lh,llll-C_lInpbell. The Gold Finger-ring fwm &l HlIIial in SI \Idale\ ~u·eel, Oxford', 

0\(""1'111/(/. liii (l9~~), 26:S-6. 
ti~1 PHil .\/It. 111/1'1, t.{}Iu/ml, 2nd \t.'r. ,ix (19(1I-:1), 221. 
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It i"l becoming inneasingh deal thai imponalll min'ttcis often had 1\\ () or mOl e 
~ub,idian churches. and that these \\ere frequclllh set out on axial alignmenLS.1)(} If, as BlaIr 
has propo"led.h7 the .\nglo-Saxon minster sLOud on the ~ile of the north tran~epl and north
east (hapels of the priory church. then it GIn be seen that ",1. Aldate's and S1. Ebbe's further 
"est would lie on much the same topographical axis IC)1"ming a line of three ('hurchc~ on the 
northern bank of the Thames just wlthlll the limits of the defended Saxon town. rhe earl) 
12th-century ' Life ofSt. Frideswidc' makes rclerenrc 10 an 'original' dedication to the 11(1) 
Irinil), SL. \Ian and .:\11 Saints, of which Sl. Mal) \ (where the ~ainL was believed to have 

bCCII buried) is the predecessor of the pri(R) church. 
fhe acceptance of such a theor) ob\iously depcneJooi upon defining more preci"lc dales 101 

the churches ofSl. ,\ldate's and St. l:'.bbe\. alld e~tablishing the cOlllemporaneity of the three 
founclatiolls. \\'hile the £irst docunH.:: ntary reiCrence to Sl. Aldate's Church occurs in thc 
~('(ond quarter of the 12lh century, it~ origins alc no doubt older and it ha~ been argut'd that 
it replesclll~ a Saxon fOllndation.\ctiyit\ frol11 the 81h cemur) onwards on the line of SI. 
. \Idate 's Street, the main ri\er crossing and perhap~ (he 'Oxen ford' has been demonstrated 
arrhaeologirally.hK The identification during the (unent watching brief of a ~Illall area of 
earh Of ('up at ion surface, the discmery of a ~enion of 10th-century caned cross-shaft and 
the exca\"ation of the series of charcoal buriab. firmly dated to the I Olh centur~. can be "Icen 
to ~lIppOri the argulIlent for an earh origin. rhe rccmen of the cross-shaft fragment is of 
intrinsic \alue and adds significant" to a small "'''lsemhhl),{c of comparable sfulplllre from 
(hfoHbhin..·. 

Tllf Dn.It'loplllflll oj lhe Church 

Evidence f()r the de\'e1opment oflhe (huah ha.., been disappointing.:\o substamitll rell1ain~ 
rebned to earlier phase"l of the church ha\e been rccorded, the result partly of the limited 
extent of ground reduction work and panly of tht, cxtensin: reordering "IChcllles and 
internal burial undertaken in the pa~t. 

If. (I~ ..,e<:lns likely. the metalled surf~ln's exposed within the external c\alualion trench 
relate to the layout of the church precinct ".., depiClcd by Loggan in 1675, then all burials 
rccorded dUling the evaluation pO"ll-dalt' this al rangclllclll. '-1 he rClali\(:"h 10\\ 
conH'lllIalion of'buriab may thu.., be c\idelKC IOllht.' longt'\it~ of the metalled \lIrd suriact.'s. 
I he pn:'sencc of charnel within layel 20il implies that the underlying soil It.'prcscnl"l ,I 

gn.1 \ eyard soil predating the laying of the metalled sUII~IU.~. 
E\iciclI(e lecorded during excavations 1()1 the nt'\\ baptistCl~ (Areal) has established that 

Ihe 1 · llh-(entur~ tnpt \\as not originalh ftllni,hed with a third. western IM\ as h"" 
IHC\lollsl) been as'Sumed. 

18111- (lml /C)lh-rfllluI) BUI·'a/' 

I he prCloice of lI1tra-lllural burial (i.e. burial \\ithll1 the church) in brid.-lined "Ihah grave ... 
and \ault.., \\-a.., common throughout the I HIh and carh 19th centurics and structurc"I of IhlS 

t'pe <In' «Hnmon features 01 pari'lil (hurdles pattitularl, within \\-ell-populated towns and 
utie .... Shaft gr~l\'es Gill frequcnth be up 10 bct\\(.'l·n H ·10 fl. in depth and are ofien furni ... hc'd 
\\'lIh iron \talking' b<ll"i to <1110\\ i()lthc slIpcrimpo"iitioll olone coHin on top oLlllothel (lip 

lili B),lil . IIp. (II. !HIlt· 1;1, p. :n:l 
hi Ihld. p, :H9. ri).\. 9~1. 
h .... B. Ihnh'II11. ' \l<hal·ologlu.1I InH·'li).\',lIilll.' ill ")1 \lc\.II(·\. (hloni'. ()Vl/llnNa. ,hi (J9ii).I"C\.:?(U~ 

lilt' 1 h.ll1It·, (H",mg at (hfClHf. thlll/II'lIl/({ ,II\. ( I ~IH I). ~) i -100. 
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to four collin., per .,haft} .. \Ilhough legislation was PelS, eel 111 London 111 IH52 fc.nbldding Lhe 
practice in the light of heaILh concerns, imr~Hlll11'~1 1 burial i., l..nO\\ll to h.we continued 
outside the capital until the laiC 19th remu'"). The range oj grmc !ltruClure., exposed at St. 
Aldal,e\ repre~enls;:Hl interesting bUlllluenMll..ablt" no.,s ",cCliun of 1~lh- dnd 19th-centun 
gra\-e struClllre~. 

It is of interest to note that ",hah gra\'t" 627 within .. -\rea :1 wa., dug into the fOOlings of Lhe 
\,cst aisle wall as extended in IX:~2--l. The impliGltion i." of ('OllP"e, that tht' gra\'l~ was 
excil\'ated after that wall had belome redundant (I H62) ,lI1d as ... uch, the gran: represents 
the latest burial exposed within Ihe dlllnh ~lI1d indicates that intramural burial was being 
practised in Oxlc)nl .tlIC;:lst 10 ~ear., after the introduClion ollhe Burial BO'lrch'l \0. 

CO-':CLLSIO,\ 

The archaeological \\;,Hching brief maintained during refurbi.,hmenl ha:\ st'n'ed to 
signilicanth en hance OUI under<;landing nol onh of the origin., of 'il. \Idate\ it~e1f but 01 

Ihe earh de\elopment of Ihe Cil, of Oxford. 
rhe eXCd,".Hion., dearh illustrate the pOlcntial I()r .... ign iii Gill I, <lIlel unexpccted, 

archaeological remains 10 be encountered during fairh limited inu.:n eminn') within 
churdlt:s, ~lI1d the exposurc of near!) 50 KTf.t\t' 'IlrUflure!o, of I~lh- and 19th-lcnlll~ date 
should sene 01:\ a c3Ulionan Hlle in relation to church refurbishments ent~liling substantial 
ground reduction. Ilowe\er, the adaptable approafh employed at Slo .\ldaLc's has sho\\n 
that close integration and co-nperation bel\\t.'en the archaeologist and contraltor Gill work 
smoothh with minimal adH'l'.,e etTeus upon lhe ('onljlrU((lon programme. Indeed active 
dialogue \\ith and inH>"emcllI of i:l1ThacologiMs al an ei:I1'h .,tage G:1Il be beneficial in 
de\'e1oping aC(cprable ~lI1d t,nccti\c .,olliliom. to (omplex cngllleering problems . 

. \C KI\O\ I' LEDG ~:~ I fJ\T~ 

The ~lrch~leological watching brief, po ... t-exGI\ 'Ilion analy."Ii, and the fun-em publlGuion ha\c 
been funded by 51. "Idale's Church. I he O,f<ncl Archaeologic.al L nit would lil..e 10 thanl.. all 
at 51. ,\ldale's for their support during lh<.' (ourse of lhe IJr~Jeu, in panicular Da\'id 
Macinnes (Rector). Clare !\Iaclnnes (Pari.,h Co-ordinator), John Chorhon (Vicar) and 
Andrew Buckler (Cunlle). Reordel ing work at the (hurch Wi:!>; II nclell.ll..en 1>\ Fred Balterton 
and l\larcw, Ilo\\c of Battertoll I~acl..\r(hilect\ . rhe Sill' contrauors, Lalimer COlllraning 
of (hame, OXOIl. , prO\'idcd iogisliGiI"ilipport throughout lhe projl'ct and were helplul at all 
times. 

l 'he author \\(}uld partKulillh "i"ih to thank ,itt' foreman Sam Brown of Lllimer's for his 
co·opermion. understanding and elltllll"iiastic intelTSI throughoul the (ourse of works. 
Valuable on-sile advice Oil o.,teolog} wa"i ren:iH:'d frolll Ang-ela Bode. and on archiLectural 
aspects of the discmerit,s from Julian !\Iunb). bmh of OAL. Spedal L!tanh go LO Dana 
Challinol f()r the analy....is of the charcoallrom Ihe Saxon buriab. In addition. lhe c£lorts of 
the O.\l.J site tcam, e.,pecially Adam Bros ... ln (lnd Dan Poore, arc grmcfull) acknmdcdged. 
The evaluation and "~Hching brief in ,\Iea j \\('1(:' "iupelvised b} _\nd} NoltOIl and Dave 
Scorc respectivch. Illustrations h.l\t.' been prepared 1>\ Ihe tlluhor .mel by Peter Lorimer and 
Sarah Luca~ ofthe 0 , \L graphic!'. ofli(c: the S«lxon no ... .,-.,h<tfL wa ... ch iJ\\ II b, Lul..e , \dalll~ . A 
~llne) or the (hurch building .... b) \1ldlands Sliney .... Ltd. , undenal..cn on behalf of the 
projcct archilcch, .,ened il~ the: ba'i(, fen hH~ . 2-:;, II and 16; O,\L arc: g-ralcful for 
perll1ission to u.,e lhl., "iune), rhtlll l..s al~o to Da\ id Stc\en., of rhe DOWlll«l1d Pallner~hip 
for llndenal..ing cl programme nflargt: IOlmat photograph\ al .,hol L notice. 


