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The Oxford Irdillf%giclli UniJ ('.w(wflied IliffI' 111'11(/1,.\ u'ltliin Chri.\l Clllllrh ClIllltlhaIIfHIl't')ard lhmflf,: 
til,. \//"Wlt'I" 0/ 1998 HI atit'allct' oj the propo\fd f.\/t'nHon oj the grm'f')lIrd. A total oj ]7 ,k,lf'lom r(mgl1lg 
m dal'lmm llit' ith 1(1 Iht' J J th unlllY) U,t1't' f.\'(llmlnl. Tht (l\\t'mh/(lf.f' U pnllllp, mo_\llwlabll' Jar the mllrknl 
pm!omuuH/u of malt'S in tht group: anI) lhrt't jt'1lwle\ U'eTt' ult-nli/ltd. Tint'! of Iht' .. ke/etom U't'rt' radw{fltbtm 
tillinl 1/1 utere l1'I',\i-fd,1 aliglltd .Htb·r"clflngtllar gral"", nit' bunllb waf all mpillt' f.\It'nded llnd 
ll"(l({om/)(winJ mill 'h, t'.\'aP/lfnl oj QW' 11,110 II'lI' tl'fming a (ON'" alloy b,lI hllcklt . . ' nt,mha oj gr(IlI" had 
\/0", lmmg_' 11'/lIlt ant llild poHlblt 'fa,.-mu}j\' {lwllhtlt' U'{U ft'idt'tzCt' for rU'Oodnl (onin.~;1/ tI" /ann IIj mm 

11011\ a",/ probable tro" (o/fi" fiUi"Jrl 

T he Oxford .\rchLleological Unit canied out an arch'leological exc3\,ation wilhin ChriM 
Church Cathedral gra\evard during the summer of 1998 (Fig. I). A total of 'hrec 

trenches were exca,·aled. Trench I measured 2 m.:! and was cXGlymed to a depth of I.HO tn. 

I n ~Iddilion a .,ondage was excavated to a depth of 2.HO 111. belO\\ ground leyci LO delennlllc 
the depth of nmural grayel. Irench 2 measured :{ x 2.75 m. and was cxca\ated LO a 
maximum depth of 2 Ill. Trench 3 measured 1.34 x O.~4 111. and was excavaled to a depth of 
0.90 ITI. ShOl-ing was required in both trenches I and 2. 

LOCAL ION ,\ D GEOLOGY 

Chri" Church Cathedral is located (Q the cast side of St. ,\Jdate's Street, I the main nonh­
south thoroughfare (medieval 'Fish Su eet') \\ hich leads from Carl' ax al the cel1lrc of the 
medicval (orc of Oxford south"arcls mCI Foil) Bridge (()rOlel)} ·GI-andpol1l'). The 
grave)ard is located immediatel)-- 10 the ",olllh of the Cathedral. Ihe site is at an ele\alion of 
(. GO.:iO ITI. abO\e Ordnance D~llUm. '1 hc Ordmmtc Sune~ Geological Sun-ey (Sheet 2:Hi, 
6th impression, 1972) shows the area to be a 'tongue' of first or floodplain gr~l\'e1 terr~lfe 
extending to the ~()uth of the centre of Oxford. " 'here exposed during this exca\3tion, the 
upper surface of 1 he gra\el W~IS lou.'ned l>elween 57.8H m. and 58.40 111. 00. "'alUral gr..l\"cl 
ha~ Ine\iollsl) been located under the cloi\lCr at 59...tO Ill. 002 and under the Latin Chapel 
and ea,tern end of the north dloir aisle at 58,90 m.:i While the natural SUrf~ICC of the grewel 

I K. Iylel', 'Ardl<le()logical lme~t igatlons during Rerlllbi~hm~nl ofSl. Ald.ltc's Chul"Ch. O~"l)rd', 
OXl}ml"ll\l(/. lx, i (200 I), fig. I 

~ L ~ ull, 'lX<il"uions in the (:I()i~lc::r of SI hiclcw, ic/t··, P1l{n y, 1985', O\(}"'l'n.ua, hll (19HH), 21·71. 
fig.17''''t'(tion '.,,,,. I 

;I D. Sturd" ·E.Xtd\3tiol1s in the Laun Chapel and (lu~id(' lht.' laM End nf Oxford Cathedral. \\"int("f 
1962.,:r. ()vl/ltnl,IUJ,liil (l9H8). figs, 3S <lnd 42, pp. HI. Hi. III (lIN.nation o[nalurdl gta,d in CUlling<; I illUI 

2F al2.1U m. belo\\ the Latin Chilpd (61.00 In. OJ) ;and in culung 5 al 1.70 m. bt-Iow modern ground level 
in the ,lIIgle bet\\een Ihe choir and lh(" ',chou' ,li .. le (GO.GO m. OJ) can both be calculated at 5d.90 m_ 01) 
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did not ~un i\'e in arH of lhe lam:r (;OIHe"i!>. and had e\ ,demh been lowered slight" lIndtr 
Ih(' north-('<1"i1 chapels, It i dc~u enough that the (hurch and lhe clOister o<:(uP\ ~tTl 
e~\enll~llI} fI,u e"pan"ie of gr-a\el. l 

\RCII \tOL()(.ICAL OESeRI P I I(),,, 

fin,," I (ltg,. 2 (lml J) 

1 hl"IC "'C:lt: 10 (Ollll'Xls III Irench 1 1111: Jl"IIUll'~ (ompli"l'd ~i, .. l.delOll" III fOUl ~I,!\l'\, cIne (11.11'11('1 PII,I"I' 
pll~, 1"1) (kmuhuun liner", fOUl dump I.nt'" ,lIld Ik() cliuh('." Ont' ollh(: K';t\t'" (UIIl.lilwd thn;e .. l.dl'toll\ 
.lIId .111 loUl K,a\t", (UI a dump L:I)cr "hi(h «()lIIelllled Illh-{t:IlIUI\ pOltl'l~ 

I Ill' naltlr.tI Klel\d rUg) \\<1, 1t".ltiH.'d ,11.1 clt:pth 01 ~.;;() m. ht:"," 1l10dl'IIl ).ttn1lnd 'iuriact' (.n.xx In, ()J) 

.Ind ".1 cul h) it po .. sible pit 0)" ditch (I :ill). I hl' pllman fill (l :i7) Il'p,nc:lHc.'cl ,I I,d I offhl' IMIlII dl gJ a\d .mel 

".I~ ()\l·,l.un In .1 '1It\ .. and, gta\d (I JH) "hit h tUIII.linc.:d ,mall qU.lIltiUl" 01 latC:" ~a'\.()n POtl{'1 \ .111<1.1111111.11 
honl'_ Jlli, It'all1l~ "'ill. em b\ (1:3:3). ,ti'>() a pm .. iblt- pit 01 dudl_ It \\.1" fillt:d \" 1.I\l·'" 1:11 and I:l.i. Iht, 
.. t'(,(lIul,lr, lill (135) (ontained ,ubst,llllliti (Ill.lnlili('~ fl( I>cull'n, .lllimal hOlle .Ind bUI nl ,lfUll' 1 hl.'" POltt:I' " .. ~ 
01 pm~iblc..' Itlth-{t'llIuq dale. 

Jht'''l' Jl'alurt'~ "l.'"le O\erlalllll\ ,I 'l'(lllt'lln: f)1 Imll dump 1.1\t'1' (l:t1, UI. 1:10, 1(7) the:: upperlllml 01 
\\ 1m h wntililll.'"d qU.lllIiLie~ of charnel pll·,UIIl.Ihl} n:pn:l,cllIillg e::i1r1il..'l di'lmlx:d gl ,I\(!", pe::lll<lp, ((Imp.n .• hlt­
ill di.lll'I.IIIj.l't' \\Itlt fhl.'" lilst ph<l~e of bUlI,II, Idl'llIllied in 1n.·I1(h~, POUt'! \ hfllll 1 :i~. IJ I ,lIld IJO "'il' el'~lgIH:d 
.. pmh,lhll' latl' Ilth-tC:"lllun dale. 1 hl.'" Uppt'lmml clump 1,,\ Cf (107) \\ .... (III h, i.I group of four ~Tel\ l'" (II n, 
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Fig 2. trench I. pl.1Il .. lu)\',lnK gril\C~ 110. 11M. II:S ~lIld 12(). 

I J Blail, '~t, hlde'i\\ide'!l ~f()nil"leT), Pmble::m .. dnti I'm .. ibihtit.". ()\lI1IIt'tI\/IJ.1i1l (I9XH). 22X. 



s East tacmg 

135 

r 
t 

t 
I 

+ 

I 129 

+ 
I 

+ 

128 

131 

k'~ 134 137 

1)9 136 

127 

I 

+ 
J 

t 
I 

+ 

N W 

I 

+ 
t 104 

I 

+ 
I 

+ 

105 

100 

105 

106 • 

109 

+ 
I 

Late 5aJcon + 138 

137 

t 116 

Trench 1 
composite section 1 

107 

130 

131 

132 

E N West lacing S E w 

t 
J 5982m t -
I 

t 

1191~102 

t 
I 

+ 

I 

+ 
I 

t 
I 

t 

100 

105 

106 

1109 
" 108 I la,. Saxon + 119 

I 
108,J 

118 '-''''-------'''' 

f 
f 
t 

I 
139 f 

113 

la,.11th + 
rl --_..l-_ _ _ 

late lUh 1 + 
Late 11th I I 

13'+ ''''' i 
133 

1134 I 

o 
'--

t 

-

130 

131 

132 

135 

"', 
133 

f 
I 

f 
I 

+ 
I 

! 

2m ........ 

/ 
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113, II t'l, 120) delaih of \\-hkh appeal in the: (atalo1{u(" I,.,;ICI\~. In eM.1\ .niun it was determined th.lI .. 11 the 
gra\C 10 tim trench .... ere Hit b, charnd pit (tmn .... hic.h w!tlained Idl')ott: qu.uuiLies of hUIll.lJl bon(' in iI" till 
(109). lIo .... e\cr. it j .. nn .... tholl'{ht more..' hleh lhal t1m pit (Clil WH. till )1)9) .... as a dump I.ner .... llIdl 'c:-.ilc.'d 
Ih<.- gr.n (·s ('K"e Fig. 3). I he dump laH~r \\3\ merlain b, ("'II demolition I.1H"I .... (106 and JOj), Both comailwd 
quanlllit-'\ CIt !-M'llen. animal bfme. ceramic huilding malt"rI,.1. gl.l .. , .md \\lOdo .... lead. LaH.'r 106 \\a~ C:lIt h, a 
pit 1<1:'S(lillIU4). La\ef I05 .... a3cutb, !>.l ... 1U1 Jnd 101 .... hi(h\\ere\ealedb, tupKlillOO. 

(,raw I W. ,Jc,I,loII 112, ({Iffm J 24, Jill J 26: ~ ~ ? x O.3() Ill. "tuh-. t.'"( tangul.lf. \\t: I-east aJig-lll'd, ;',upine ('xtc:ncl('d 
\(lung .lCluh female (1~·25 \'(·iln). :\ "(M)(lc:o coffin (I~ I) ".1\ leprc'i('nlcd In 1\\0 iTOn n4lih and an IN)I1 (ullin 
handle. -11,,: uPI>C1 I)(Kh n(lhe !tkelelon \\01\ he\'ond Iht" Iillllt uf eX(.l\.tllfnl hut it 13likch 10 h.t\e been \Upl1ll: 

l:xtend(:d ('· Ig. 2). 

(;rOt't" II J, jl/1 II-I. Ikl'l,{Ot/1 115. 116 lind I I i, ~rolfhl 125. f'lI\ 12(,. 127, 11H II lid 129: ? x ? x 0.10 Ill. Seal('<lI1\ 
108 Ion. nl!\ (Oi. Suh·, C'clangular ..... '(''it·ea.'t alignt>d •• 111 \keletoll\ ')ullint' eXlended. _ \ \illgle iron nail ..... 1\ 
(()lind \\ilhlll the (ut. SLelelUn 115 was an iulole\Cent aged l·t·16 ~e.lr\_ ,\kdelOn 116 wa'i .111 Jduit 1I1i1le i11{('d 
up\\arch 01 HI \ear~ "ilh spin.11 degeneration. Skdc.'wil 1 17 \\<1" ... ~()un~ aduh male (Fig. 2). 

(.mIt' 118, f,lI 119. JU/l'ffltl 123: ? x ? x n.:l:l m. walcd 1-)\ IO~ 109. ttl"," lOi. ?Sub·rc«'lIIgular. \\(.'\1'(',1 .. 1 
.Ihgned. "up,ne exlt.'llClt'd adult mille 'Iged 2,: ... -10 \ear'J. (:h.lIl1d In fill (Fig , 2). 

Dcnillion 

( 

(.mw 120.1111121 ... ktlr/lm 122: ? x ? x 0 . .30 Ill. Sealed In 1{)8 109. <lll\ lOi Sulrreclangular and Jlign('cI 
\\', W. · f Sf culllJining \kelelOll 122. a .. upine t"tencled .Idllh male aged 2.;-10 yean.. rh~ gra\t" fill <.Om'lined 
J disturbed .. lull (Fig. 2). 

Dt'ntuion 

876jl:\21 31567H 

n,nrll 2 (fI/(I.I-9) 

NatUlOlI gl<l\cI (218) \\a!i reached at a depth of 2.30 III 1X'low modern j{lCwnd 'HII"face (5M.-IO m. 00) ('ic.'t' Fig 
7). II \\<\" nil bv grave 101 .... hich \\'as lhe e.II·liesl oLI \equcllce of lip to four supelimpo"ed graws sC.IIc.'d by 
a plough 01 clump "ner (216)(Fig. 'On. Gr.ne lOI \\a.!J ltlt b\ gran' IIH and charnel pil 2H9, 1 he Irun(.L1ed 
gra\e 119 (nul <;ho\\ n) \\'<lS In turn cut b, gl 01\ e 422 w hid, w<u Wt b) double gra\e -t39, Pu 116 cut nalUl.11 
f.,rr.l\el ancllll tum .... a"l (UI b, gra\'e -Iii "hi(h \\d5 also se.tled b) 2,H).\ 1.I~cr (436) abme natural \\<l'J unl~ 
seen lit lhe 1l00th·weslern quadrant oflhe trench. It wa<; cut b) gra\t· 126 which ..... IS meslain b\ gr.l\t' 11H. 
in lUI n <Ill h' ch.1I nel pil Ui. Gra\t"!!1 10-1 and 132 al\u nil l.l)Cr U6 and all .... ere sealed h, plough OJ" durnp 
1.I}el· 2-16 \\ hidl mOl, 1 cp. esem a hialU III hUI ial a(tiviIY. 1)1~.1I titul.ut'd hUIIIJIl bone \\.1 rec;o\"ered Irom Ihi~ 
la)er \\ hit h \\-.1\ not independently dated. 1 lowe' er. 1 .. \(;'1 ~ U; se",)ed IWo I.tdl(xal bon dated 'ilelelOm: 101 ill 
grau: 10 I (U(l9±32; '/~ \·12343 ) and II Ii 111 gra\e II 7 ( 119i ±33 BI'; "\·1234-1 ) (~ee fig. 1 ilnel r~(hlc.· I). 
In addlllon.laH·r 2-16 \\a!!l<;tratigraphlcalh earlier th.1Il gra\e 2ifi (onlallllllg sLeleton '2i7 whKh pmdu(cd" 
radl()c.lI-hon d.llt' uf 113.3±29 81) ('7 \·12:154; ~ lahle I). 

Ph,,\(: I KI .. 1\ es compli~ -10 I. 404. ~ Ii. 119. 422. 1~6. '~9. 132. 139 (Fig. -I), all of v.hich are \('.llt'd In 
dump I.Her 'lUi. "JI remaining features pO~Hlale lalel 2 Hi. 

La\cl 2,16 is then (til b) iI complex <;equence of inlt'l(ulling gra\e" (de~ribed helow; figs. 5·6) .mel 
thanH'1 pit'> (24 I. 24,1. 259, 291. 409. 4 1 I. 112. ·I!H; Fig" 5-H), .tli of\\hich are ~aJed b) dump lan.'r 2(U:c2CH 
which wllt.lillc:d 13tJH:elHuJ"~ pollen, Sub~(luellL feature~ .lre Idter mcdic'al .md posHlledic\.tJ in datt' and 
IIldude t .... o robber trt·nchc.''i (20~ and 209; 2 I:.? and 21 :i) .• Il.tpped stone drain (2 10 <ind 211). d bricl (It .una~c: 
(u)verl (205.206 and 2(7) <md a \\all (2(2) .... Ithin CUI 251 I he uppelliuN !;ller W .. IS top'ioil 200. 

Grll1'f 2 J 7. fIll 2 I 5, ~ktlet()ll 216: eUlS Sle\('IOn 22--1. fill 225, dump la\er 2·Hi. '\uh-rectangular. \\e'it·ea<;l aligll(·d. 
il supine eXlended adult m;.tlc aged upwal ds of -10 ) ei.lr<i_ ( :ll.Irmal and mort.lr in fill. Conwineci .1 copper allo)' 
buckle fntl1lc and pin (M:e \lIen below') (Fig. (j). 

(.rat~ 2/9./111211. \{OW' 1""nK 222, w[,loll 220: ?" ? x U.75 m_ CUI b~ (ul\"11 205. cuts dump liI)er ~-l6. '\uh· 
rectanguI<u. WC<it·ea<it illtgned. a supine cxtended adult m.dt' ~tone 1111('<1, (H)lilic limestone (Fig. 6). 
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(.,'" f' 221, \~I.I'I"'lm 22-1. JIll 225. ' " ~ " n,ll III. (.111 In ~I.l\ ( .... :1 I i .tnd :1111. (lIh dUlllp I.IH" :1 16 <lnd fill :!hh. 
~lIh.lt·ll.IIlJ.:"III.II ..... nt-I.·.l't ,lliglll'd .• 1 "Uplltl.· t,,,tt.·tukd .l(luh Ill.tlt.· (.h.mo.11 in fill (h~. fil, 

("(11'1 22(1. \/;,./1'1011 227./'11221<. IIIIfIl1 2'111: ~" - "II.I:~ Ill. (.lIt ... lill:! I ~) ... lektoll:1 Ill. IMlllt.":! I H. ,l..dl.·11111 12 I. 
fill :!:!:L fill 2:H. dump 1,'\<:'1 :! 16, fill 2hO ~lIh-II.'(\iIllRIILIT, .... 1.·,\·1.· .. '1 illiJ.{IWfl. " ,;upilll' (·xtl.·ndt'd Mlull liMit' 
ilj.\t·c! :!~)-·111 \1.',11 ~ (:harw.tI ,1Il1! I. hallld III fill. (:ollin I qu t"1'1l1l'c\ In 'lllgll' ,roll nail (Ft~. f». 

IklllLlitlll 

(,,/11',. 22CJ. ,kd,.ttIU 2J1J.jI1l2J/· ~ " ~ "n :\11 Ill. (:UI In ,RI.,,(' :1111. nil' 11.11111,11 :lIN. dlllllp 1.1\1:1 :l If;.lill I.n. 

,",Uh-lt·ll.lIlgul.lI ..... t"I-ea" J.liglll·d, a "Upllll' 1·"II.·udt.·c\ .\11,,11 1ll.11l- .1)..\("(\ .! .~)-Ifl \ caT' I ri~ 11 I 
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Drflt'r' 2J2, \~I'lt'tfm 2B, Jill 23-1: (lit In wl\'('rt lW:I .lUd graH' ~ 17 CUh fill ~·I:; and dump ht)t:r ~·Hi. SlIh· 
rftlangul.lr. '" (''''(-t'.I'''1 .lllg-ned .• 1 ~"lIpint' (,"Iended adult or unu.·' t.tin 'lex, ( :h,lIlU,11 and (harnc.:lln fill (Fig. 0). 

(.mt~ 2J'. ~h('lt'trm 211),/11/ 217, (011;// 25/, ~,(l.f)O, O.12m. ( :Ulln \1 .<111202. ( :IIl'l~l..eleton 2:l:~. fill :!:il. dump 
1,1\ C.'r 2111. lill 2 IH. tOnin 232, (hal lid pit 259. SUh-rc.'H;'llIj{ul.u . \H''iI-C.'iI''>l ,I hgnl'd, ,1 ,,>upint ("tended .ltillit 
1ll.11C.'. (h.l1tUal and mOlt;!r IlImp,,> in lill (Fig. 6). 
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(,fln., 2J8, \lu'(dlJII 239. /,112-10. ill'm, Imwl{ 2-11./111 258- ? :\ O.iO \. ().O~ III Cm b\ (uht:n 205. cult, fill 241. 
dump laH:r 2·Hi. Sub-rt"nangular. "'e\t-t"a~t aligned . .t 'lupine e)'lendt'd .Idult male Charcoal and dlarnd in 
uPlx'1 fill 240: .... nch ·"ih h)"'er fin 25M. Oolitic flmhtnnt: 11Il1ll1( (Fig Ij~ 

(,raw 2.0. luiI'll 248. /111 249, ro//", 252. \lon, Imwl; ..?n· Cut b, gr.n e 2:n and ",all ~'!()2. cuts fill 111 and 
dump 1.IH:T 246. Sub-u.''1.tangular. \\c .. t-ea"t aligned, a 'lupine e"l'ndt.'fl adult male. Charwallll fill. IrUIl collin 
n'lil,. Sln~le cour.(: of .,«)nes. one rated CI,hlar WI 11('1 block, three unlalt'd lImestone rubble bind,. 'I (I< il(. I)). 

(,lUlW 261, 'NAdun ..?62./,1I263: Cut IH tuhen 10:-), ch.llnd I'" 211 ,mel gra\e 23~. cut .. dump I.IH~I 1W. 
,1..e1t.'lOll 'Ji I, fill 2i2 Sub-rt'"Ctangulal, \\t.',I-east allglll'd, .1 'iupint: e'll'llclt-d adult mi..le a~ed up"aTd, (II 40 
,e .• r (hI(. jl. 

(.TlIi·, 26-1. ,k,l,ton 265, {1l/2M, (a/fin 2114 ;. \. 0 .... I \. ().~n III Cut 1>\ gr.IH' 267 .mel charnt'l pit 2.")9. HlI .. n.IIII1.11 

21 K ,mel dUlllp 1.1~l'r 2 16. Sub.rect.Ull{uLII, "eM-ea,' OIligllt'd. <l ~l1pine t,,"t.'lIcicd adult lIlale aged :\5- I;·) }Cill 'I. 

Charm'] in g)';]ve till Six iron naih ,111(\ onc possible lion handle, all d"lmbed (Fig. :l). 

I)c:nllliull 

K 7 fi 3 I ., 2 I 4567 K 

X7ti51:.l21 23456it'! 

(;1111-' 2fJ7, \k'/t'ltm 268, /iIL 269, 1roiJm 281. :. \. O,li x 0.1:\ m. CUI In dMI!lel pit 259, nit" dump 1.IH'1 2 IIi • 
.. kt'lct()11 265. fill 16h, fill 275, ~coflin 2rt-t Sub.n:ct.UlKul.II, \\t~,t-e.l\t aligned. a ·;upine l')"ended adult 1II.lle 
agl'd 2.;·10 \cars One lroll nail (Hg .. j). 

Dcnlllion 

XiIi51:"!?:\. 

( \ 

(;mt 2m, IkddnPl27J./iIl272: CUI b, whcn 205 and gl.tH'" 23M ;.mel ~?61. tllh dump lil\eT :116 and li1l27M. 
\\"e!'ll·c.I'1 illig-ned, heiwih truncated .• ltllllt of uncerti.UII "ex (Fig. 51. 

(;r(l1'i' 213, Ikrlr[oll 27·1,/111275. '(ofi'" 21'12. ? x 0,6:' x ().2~ m. Cut In (h.llnd pH 259 <lnd glil\l' 267. nit' 216. 
SUh-It.'tIi.tIlguiar, \\l,.,,-ca't aligned. supine eXlended adult lIlalt' <lged 35-15 )l'ars. Olle in)!) ("ollin nilil (hg. 
5). 

Dentition 

_._-- 6 j I :1 2 1 12345X7X 

",\\,\,;jI321 1231X67M 

(.rm., ..?if>, dl.rltlml 277.1111278: CUl I" c1hlrnei pit 2·H .mel Jo;Ta\{'t, 2i() and 2i9, Sub-letl.lIlgulal. M,"I-t',,"1 
alignt·d. "upine t"1t'IICit:d dduh male. RadlfK'al'bnn daft' flable I I. 

(;ralW 2i9, ,.,II'I/)" 2/'10. J,ll 281.' Cut IH charnel pit 21-1. (. IIt~ fill 2iH. Ile:.1\ ii, trunc.ued. Idt ann on" •• tdult 01 
UIl(ert.lin ,ex (Fig. :l). 

(,raw 285, ,k,h:ltm 286, /111287, '101lt lmlfl~ 295: CUI In ch.llnd pil ~Wl, (lll dump )<tH'r 246 and fill ~mo. "'inb­
r('(tilngulilr, weSH.'.I~1 aligned, suptne (,xtcnded ,'uung ..IC\ult male. (haH o;J1 in fill. Stone lining t:ompn'(.'" nne 
(Our\{' (If unfaced Itllll'<;lOue blocks. 

lknlilioll 

12:1156iH 

Hill:l1321 123-1567K 

(;mt't' 288, llet/rlO" 289.JiI1290: CUI 1-"1\ gfilH' 2M5, lUt, dump lil\er 21fi. Sub-rectangular, \~e!)l-t"aSI alif.:IIl'(1. 
SUpllll' t.·xlt.'nded adult mille aged 2':1-..JO 'Ci.lr~. Ch..tfW.11 III fill. 
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Fig. 9. Ircn(h 2. wl'SI-f~lCing \l'(tinn. 

I 315678 

(,1l1t" 296. IIrA,llm 297./,11 29H: ? ]I. 0.40 \. 0.11 01 , CUI 1)\ gra\c'i ~ Ii, !!:!:, .md 26-1 and (h.1I nd pit III, CU13 

dump l.lHoT 216. SUb-ltll,mgular. \\eSI-ea.'i1 allgnt.·d. ,",uplIle e:\lcndt"d \OUIlK adult mall'. 

(.mvi .JOJ. vul,'a" .JfJ2. /ill-lO): ? x 0.76 '( 0.9 Ill. Cut In (harnd pit ~mq and gra'es 419. In <md U9. CUI'i 
n;tIUl.t12IN. Sub-re<t.mgular. \\(~Sl-east aligned. 'iupine cxtended adult I(·m •• lt· agt'd up\lard ... ul HI leaN (Fig. 
1). R<I(ho(.lrbon d.nc (I.,ble I). 

DentltiOIl 

123X56XX 

(;,t11 If} I. ~/trl,trm .JO,. I/ml( i",mg 406, jilll 408 fl1Id I-.J.I ? x 0.;; '" O.:i:, Ill. Cut bl gra\t· 219 .mel rhamel pit 
III. 'lIt'i natural 21M. filll:l3. 436, s"eleton 145. se •• lt'd b, dump lil)er 216. ~ub-reu .. ngul •• r. WS\\.-f'l 
aligned, supine extended adult female. \'er, dec.. 'red ~tone IlIling. Fill 1 H between grale tilt and \lOne hnlll&, 
(Fig. I). 

(;'(11" IN, \k,I,lOlJ 415,/tll "6. ? x? x 0.10 III Cut In (h,lInd pit 411. nils fill~ 29~ and '-ION. lI eilllh truncated 
Probahle mille aduh,io\\er right leg on" 

(.rmlf' ni. Ikl'ldOn .fJ8.jiIlUJ: ~ '( ~ x 0 . .32 m Cut b) when 205 and pil\ 291 .and 295. Cuts ~Ldt.·ton 116 
and fill 117. Sub-I ell.lng-uldr. \\(:~I-easl aligned. pi niMble adult m.lle (Fig. I). RAdiocarbon ddtt.° (l;.(bl,· I). 
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Iklll lll1l11 

""':1'1 
(.1(11 4141.1/,,·1,1011/20 }llJ -121 ~ x ~ x 1),12 m. Cut In gl.nl· 2MH ancll:!2 and chdlnd pit 299. cuh liJl·lO:l 
1 k.l\ 11\ lIun«Ht."d <ldlll! male. 

(;Wt·/, 122. IJ;rlrlotl 121. IJO/lt' lUlU//: /2-1.}11I125: ~ x 11.:10,11.20 m. (:111 In 1:\9. WI!'; n.uul.112IM, '1keh.·tun -HI:!. 

fill IIU ... l..delOn 11n .mel fill ·421. SUIH t.·lI;U1Kul.ll, .... t.· ... I-t .. ,I .. 1 aligH('d, "HlIlg .. dull mal(' 1 .... 0 Iime'ltflnt" hlcM. k .. 
pl.ttt·(\ mt.·r ",lull, \\ hie h ma, ~u~g(,"1 lhal Iht.· gr,IH' ..... 1\ urI).,'1nalh '1l()1lt,lined although Ihe.: 11:\('\ oltfunl dtlnn 
I1l.1h·\ II IInpn .. ~iblt: 10 he: ('{'nain. (11 Iht.,\ lIIa\ pn .... ,hh It'pr(,~l:nt '('oil' mull..' (Fig , 4). 

I)t:lltniClIl 

l ~ 

H7(i~'I:S21 P\I 2 3 -4 ;) 6 7 ~ 

2:~ 1.'l6i-

(;//Il't' "'26. Ikrlrtflll 12i.flll-128:? x? 012 Ill. Cut In ~1,1\t.· 129 .lIlel pn U2, (lIt'i nalUral21K .lIld 'llpla'II,IIIII,11 
1:\11. \\'t.·\I-t><t\' •• II~Ill'd. 'lupine {'>.It.'lldt.-cl, adult of UIlH·!t.UII ,ex (Fig, II. 

(,/( 121i, IJcrll'lml ·130. },1I-/11. ?, 1I_:iO, n.12 Ill_ (.tI'" 11.11111<11 :!IM, ,kc:lt'wn -427 -42H .1IIt! ,upra-n.ltlll.tl I:ili 
!SUh-rt'tlangul,lI. M'\I-ea,1 aligned, ~upllle ('xu:ncle.-d .uluh 1ll.lle .I)ott'111:l-H1 \. Chanll'1 ill fill (Fi~, n. 
(,rl 11'1, ~k,.lt'/a" 110, ,k,.ld(m -/-11 }III 122: :., I,i, fUn 111 CUI h~ rehuh :?9:\, C:UI, Ihum.Ii :?IH. ,Ldc.'1CI1l 
IO:? fill -40:1. 'ILele.·Ulll -423 and ;',WIll' linlllg 4:?·1 ~lIb·It.,tt.tngul.l1 ..... t.·\I-ea'lot ahgnc.·cl. Douhle gt.I\'t.·_ hOlh 
,1..,.It.·lOn, ,upim' t""t'llcied, 440 .... ,1\ ,I ,oung adult liMit·, 1-41 \1.1'.111 .Idllit male aged 2:1-111 ,e,II', I lit· hili 1.11, 
"e.' Ie.' faung e,l(h othel (Fig 4). 

Lknllliull ... LclclUl1 11(1 

H 7 f) [, I :\ 2 I • -343h7-

_ 71)!l I :i2 1 

Ikntilioll. \\;.('(\."1011 111 

-76:,1:\--

fr,," Ii J (1-11:'- 111- II ) 

I 2 3 ·1 :; Ii 7 • 

12:\-1:l'-7'-

I Il'mh i ..... t' lCK.u,,·d a!{,dill'lot the ,oulh ..... 111 Clf tht.' (.1111(."(11.11 I lw e.',11 1It.· ... 1 Ie.Hurc (:\ 1 :1) .... a~ <In ",h1<11 ..... 111 pit'l 
whlth \\ • .., ahulu·d h, \\,11130-1_ II wmpli'cd.1 \ln~lc..· ,LIIl \\aU c,llt:d tlnlwgged hlKk .. Ix)nded 1)\ CIt:.III,­
t.llioult.·d mort.11. Oil" the uppt'r I\I() (:flur't''1 \It.-It' 1l'lI\oH'd Ill(' ...... 11 appealed tn ddine lilt' t.-,Ie.·111 of 
',lItoph.tgu, :lnH_ "'i,lIwphagu, :l()H \la., (:(m\lluue.'c! wilh (:ol,,\olcl Iimc.'\(t)IlC' bind, honded In iI tH',lm 
nil)) 1.11, I ht.· \i\ihle." pmtioll of the ,II II( HIIC.· h.ld li.lpt.·H'd t.'l1(k Onh till' IeIp 1 .... 0 emIP.c,> .... c.·.e e,po'c.·c1 

(;"I\t- till 312 ........ t.:.lpped b\ .j n1lnl.lI ~IJh (:\(n) 1111\ ~r.tn· \1.1\ (til h, d gra\e d.lling 10 I ~N() (:-lIO. i09. 
:\11). \11 It.'.itille." .... ".!t. o\l'rlainln Inp\lIil rUII I, 

RAIlIOLARHON /lEI I::RMI '\A IIONS I" PEl ER ~L\RS II.\LL 

\ ,,,./it. ... III honl." ,.lInplt', \\('It: I01l..ell hUIIl till ec 'l1.illJ.!:1 ,'phi(alh I d.lled bUllal, III (:hli~t Churlh (.,uhed , .Ii 
j.t1.1\('\.lId (H12. II K "nd '17i) dnd .... C.·lt.· \uhrnltlt'c!1O R.lftt·r R.uiuM..1I hun Llbnr.itUl \. 'l'\\ It:'.lland 11)1 high 
pi t·( l<;iCHl r.ICI!()(,n bon daung L,a( h ~.lInple ..... 1.. 'plil UHf) lhltT '1uh-sample~, \\ Imh .... en· mc.·,I"lll t.·d 
1Il(1t.·P(·IHil,nth, and Iht: rC\lIhs (Omhlll"-c1I,, (,lkul.lIl1lg lilt.' .... (·i~Ilt(·cllIlt.·i.ln of lhl." ,t.'polI,ltt: 14( <lgt-\ hlOl' 
.lIl· Ihe.'I'IIK(·1 Ilf I he.' \1t.'I~hled t'lmr alld Ihe \IJlld.lld Hf t.·ath RrClllp of Ihree_ In ,-lddillCllllhe rt.·\t"l~ .... elt.· 
(.lIlhl,u,,·d U~II\~ ()\.( ,\1. \:\.5 b\ \kx Ll .. , Ii" (Sc.it.·l1ufit D.tllIlg (:o-orcim,tlol 101 f:ngh\h l lelll.a~c.'). r .... 11 01 I he." 
j{1.I\t· .. (III IMIUI.II.llld \\el\.· ,eaied I" .1 dump 1,1\e.·r. 111t.·'" leprt:'t'1l1 Iht' C',lrlle\l phi1'c.· (II hUI-i.1i .1t.11\11\ I he.' 



1.\lIU I !t\I)I()( \RIIO\! 1)\1 E'> fR()~II.\1 f '.\XO\! O'WRI) 

LJJboralor"; .\Ialt'nal C011/nt RlldW(Wbllll SHC (I (t) Caltlrmft'f/ (lair mIlK' (~,"hmlt'd dall' HHlgt' r \tmllltl'li tia/l' m"/{,, 
tJlllnl}fl tlumlH'I "K.t' (B P) (68Cf. (OIllidellu) ('i5(/( flmlu/nut') (95',( nml"/nut') 

\/ Ildat,\ 

'it. \ 12:1 17 bone. human 816 1117::t28 ·1 n.:\ ,.,1 \1) HHO-9fiO t,1I \1) 7HIl-!)90 wi IIJ 86()- 980 

1\;./\·12:\ 19lxJl1c. human 835 12JO±~6 - 19.7 cal \1) nO-H90 = tal \ I) !i!)O-!) 10 cal If) 8 J 0- '1hO '" ~Z:\-12!{ · IR bone, human 855 II07±2H - 19.2 (;11 \ D H91l-!l!)O "Ii .\D HHO-1000 ,al If) 7H(J-790 (If r) OJ J 

((II If) 820-9f)(J (YP-i) 

(:h'l\I (;hU1'ch (:at/m/ral grm.'f)'lUd 
= 

"Z \-12!\-U bonc, human 102 1 :\69±:\2 -I H.!l Lal \D 610-6HO c.,11 \D 6~W-69() ((I/ IJ)6(}()·720(9J(,)m 
~ 

'" wI AI) 750-770 (2(1{) ~ 

'\/.\ - 1231-1 OOne. human 418 1197±:I:S .IH.H (,,1\1) 770-H90 (.11 \() 690·9hO = wi A {) 8(}()-Q(H) (6 I( t } III 

(filA/) 9/0-9bO(]/l'",) ~ 

,I. \ -J2:H4 bone. human ?--.f< II:n::t2H -Ut9 (,11\1> HHO·980 f..11 \1) 7t{O·!}9n ((II I/) 810-8 If) (/ rt ) (II = 
ral If) 860-970 (9It, J :; 

(,IIml C!lIurh rlOl,ln '" 
II \R-6H 17 bone. human 1'96 1160± 10 -21. 1 

~ 

',II \1) 780·960 (;11 \1) 770-990 ((1/ II) 7XfJ-<J(J(J (h"f'{) fJT 

fill .W 9/(1·9511 (2'1', ) ~ 

" II \R-6HIM bone, human FI19 1130±1O -20.; (;11 \1) 780-970 f..11 I[) 770·C)'K) wi 1/) H20-9r,O ~ 

~ 

II \R-6HI9 bone, hUIllOoiIl Fl2:1 IIIO± 10 - I !J.:I <.11 \1) 7MO-9(;O t .11 \1) 770-C)"O rnl II) 8]()-850 (If r) m 

((II .f/) Hhf}- 980 (9." r) ~ 

II \R·6820 hone, hUIll .. m Fl27 I 23()± 10 -20.0 GIl AD liMO-HIO till \1) 6!iO·X90 Hli I/) 820-900 (bJf'() or " :; 

((1/ -IIJ 92()·9MJ (JP'() 
C Ihlll Quad 
/ 

II.IR- I!)O(S) (har<.:oal, Grave 2 111O±IOO -2M. I ,,,I AD 7MO-1 0:10 ,al \IlIiHO- III;o fill I/) /I }I/-9711 C 
QlIt'rrlO sp. 

" ()oung \\ood) :; 
(P G II Franklin) 

~ .' 
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Phase Christ Church and St Aldates 
Sequence 
Boundary _Bound 

Phase Saxon Oxford 

.. 
[

Sequence Christ Church Graveyard 
NZA-12354 1135-29BP 
NZA-12344 1197-33BP 
NZA-12343? 1369-32BP __ -'."-__ 

[ 
Sequence St Aldates 
NZA-12347 1147-28BP 
NZA-12349 1210-36BP 
NZA-12348 1107-28BP 
Phase 

Sequence 
Phase 

•• ... 
HAR-6820 125D-40BP _ -",oeo_-"'''---

Sequence Christ Church Cloister 
HAR-6819 116D-40BP 'cde. 

[ 

~~~-~818 1150-40BP 

[ 
TAQ 127 
XReference HAR-6820 

, oft 

HAR-6817 1160-40BP ___ ==:'C:d:e.:;::== __ _ 
HAR-190 1110-100BP 

Boundary _~ound I I I 

1000 cal BC 500 cal BC cal BC/cal AD 500 cal AD 1000 cal AD 1500 cal AD 

Calibrated date 

Fig. I~, PlObilbilil~ dismbutions of d,ue .... II om lat t;' ~a,,()n 0,,101 d: t;'<llh dl.~tribuli()n replt',el1l~ Ihe H:lillI\ t' 
probabilm Ihal ;til e\("1l1 occurred ,II ,1 p;lniuil.1I timt'. Ihe\t' di"tribuliom> are thl' re\uh of "nnple 

radiocarbon Gllib l ,llioll (SllIl\t" dnd Rt'imt'l 199:\). 



CllRlsr CHLRCI-I C.\IIIEDRAl GR\\ l.Y . .\RO. O'Xl-ORD 35~ 

Phase Saxon Oxford (A= 61.1%(A'c= 60.0%)} 

Sequence 

Boundary _ Bound b, 

Phase Saxon Oxford 

[

Sequence Christ Church Graveyard ___ --'''--__ ID_ 
NZA·12354 111.1% _ 

NZA·12344 80.7"~ c O .. 

NZA·12343? 0. 1°-0 .. 

[ 
Sequence St Aldates 

NZA·12347 128.5·. 

NZA·12349 52.7% 

NZA·12348 52.8% 

Phase 

Sequence 

Phase 

HAR·6820 31.8% 

'I\C)A. 

,m 

Sequence Christ Church Cloister 

HAR·6819 118.4% 

[ 
::':818 120.4% 

[ 

TAQ 127 

XReference HAR·6820 

HAR·6817 115.0% 

HAR·190 126.1% 

31.8% ~A. 

!d{:. 

Boundary Bound 
I I 

1000 cal BC 500 cal BC cal BC/cal AD 500 cal AD 1000 cal AD 

Calibrated date 

1500 cal AD 

Fig. 13. I)robabilitl distributions of dales from late Saxon Oxford: each disll·ibution represents the relative 
probabilit," thal an event occurred at a particular lime. For each oflhe r.ldiocarbon datcslwo dislribUlions 

have been planed, one in outline, which is the resu1t of simple radiocarbon calibration. and a solid one, 
which is based on the chronolOgical model used. The large square brackets down the len hand side along 

\\Ilh the OxCal ke) words define the model exactly. 



:i:; I \" (. I I \ no, L l- 1:. I \ I 

,ub<,t·(lll(.'nt pha<'t- flI buriab. a!><)\'e the dump la\el". ap»<:.lr .. In bt' 1.1If' Saxon 11th (f'nluf) ·131h fentun on tht, 
b.I"I" of !Ill" Iimilt:c1 pOllen ('\idellu-

1 he n: .. u1u •. gl\en in ,1J.ble I, ale nmH: llliollalladiof.uboll .11-\l-"I':' and .lIe quolCd in a('cord'lIltl, ""ilh Ihe 
Ironclht:ull (omcntioll.h rhe datt'!I obla ined fmm sld{'lOm III .'>it. .\ldale·!I (th i~ volume), Chri"lt ChulCh 

dui"llcr and (h.tnuallrom a burial III 10111 Quad arc al,o "IhuWI1, and di.o.cu"I"Icd hdo"". 

(;ah"rallnn 

I he raciloc.arlx)Il dt:lernllnatlom han: hc.'cli talibldted ""lth d,tt.tlrom ~lui\t!1" el al. i u'JIIlK Oxc.al 1,3,5),)( rht' 
d.He I <lnge"l 1M\(' been calculated a«(OldIllK tn tht, m.t\:IIIlUIll IIllt'llept rnetiwdY and alC" ciled in lhe It"" .n 
IWO "Iigma (~nt;; fonliciellce). 1 he, .11 t' C.11IOICd in lhe 101111 Il"(nmmended I" \look. HI "" ah the end pnllll"l 
rou nded ClUI\\ilrd" to 10 \ears. rhe pmhahilil\ di~tllhullClm Hig, 12) Me derl\ed from Iht' u\ual Pl()b.lhilily 
melhod,ll 1 hosc r<lnges prinlt:'d III Il<llto in Ihe leXI ;tH' deri\'ed h'olll mathematical modt'lling nf 
iln hat'ologira l pmblt'llls, 

1t1a(VH,\ aml / lltnprtlaLlo11 

,\ Bine"lian apprn.\( h has bet:n adopll'd 101 tht, inlcqllt:latlol1 Cli Ihl' chnmt>logiGti d,ll.112 using lhe pmgrilll1 
OxC. .. 1 H"\IOn :\.5,1:' Such <I Illdh(Kluluj.{\ .dlow'i thc 1(''IIIIt~ (If Iht· radiocarbon analHe!o HI be (ombincd ""lIh 
other mlnnnatioll, "Iuch as ~tratigraph,. to pnKhH,l' reali~tit t'''Itim.Ilt"c, of dale!) 01 anhat'OlugicalllllerCc,1 I ht.' 
,1IKOl'llhlll"'l U\ed III Illl' model"l dc ... nibc. .. cI bt:1u\\ (all be.: clt'll\ ("(1 h "Ill Ihe lOti u([urt' "hown 111 Fig, I~. 

In Ih(' .II\,.I"l·' undcnalen a unilc)l1II pri()r d"Il"lbull()Il hol'i bt"t."n impo~ed ,)n Ihe 'iprcotd ofdalc"I ""hilt­
.,,~ulllinK Ih.1I Ihe d,lled sample~ Il'plt.'\CI1I indcpendcnt c.'\em ... and a random salllpil' of a relali\cl\ ((lIlSl.1I11 

Il'\'('1 01 hUIll.1Il ,llti\lI\,I-I 511lh an .Ipplfl.llh ha .. hecllu ... c.-<1 hc."c."IlI~t., .... henl'ildi()(.'a rOOn dates die comu<llIwd 
In I'dali\ e clalllll{ informal ion il hi"" been sho"" n tlMI Iht.'lt' " .1 <I.Ulger Ihal Iht' POSlt'llor den~il\ distribution ... 
11M' I>t.· "'P' C.ld c.'\t'nl) auo~ a plalc.lu in Ihe (alibl.uion (Unt', IITt'''Prtll\t~ of lhe <luual age of lhl' 1lI<l1t:n.11 
d.ned, I;' 1 hi"" duc IU lhe fact thal Ihc ,1.IU'lit<l1 \\l'ighl jlr J gmup of measurelllcnh n<twraJh fa,uun.lnllgel 
O\cf.tll 'pall"l 1 he lIludellm-the {hfUnnlog' 01 ~<lX(ln .1tU\lh in (hfnrd is ,h()\\n in Fig, 13, 

f)1\rU\Jum 

Ille ':ii.II11pl e':i h om (;11I-i51 Church Cathcdral g fdn,) .. ud \\Clt' 11'0111 a b'TOUp o f 'itriuigraphicalh rc\,lIed 
g"ra,es, (;1;ln'I02 was the e'lrhe ... t. \\- ilhlIH abmt' It. \1>O\'c II H " .. as a laft·) of dumped m<lteri .. ti . ilnd 
lhe dump hner \\(\S CUI b) '1.77, rhe model <;ho\\11 (I'i~_ I~\) pm\'ides <111 c'''Itil1l<lle lor lhe date of lhe 
hurial 01 ral If) H/O-970 (at 95fJr (oll/itit'IIrt'J, J I' all thrt'e oftht"l' 'ii.lmples ;,u-e induded III the model, then 
II ..,how"I puor aglt'emem (r\=4H,-ll'(), 1l1erefore II .. ('t.· Ill S more likelv lhal samplt! '277 (:"7 ... \ - 12:\·IM) 
n .. ·litu.· .. 10 ,Ill eill h phase 01 Saxon ilni\ it, ill OxlcJrd. p)obabh itt some time in Iht~ 7th CenlUf\' fiJI \() 
If \J.\-12:HM i\ excluded fmm thl' o\t.'lall IllcKlellhe II'IdC'\: of agu~'ement II1Ue3"1eS (.-\=6 1.1<;L) (;'\'('11 
tht~ nUlIlix'1 of l'xGI\,-lled buriah. 11'0111 the Chri"ll ChUlC'h Clthedral gra\c).ud further r<ldioC',II-boll 
dCI('rllllll,uiom 11M, help in wnfilllllllg tim cad" Saxon pha ... e of aCli\ it, III the Cit), 

:; \1 "'IIIIH'r and H A Pol..Ilh, 'Rt'puning of 11(, dala', /(fUJw£llr/Hm. 19 (1977), :ti:;·63. 
Ii \1 "'tui\Cf and R.S_ l\ra. 'Editorial Commen!', /("dw£llrbo". :?M(2R) (19H6), it. 
i 'I ."'lUi"'I, I~J Rellner. 1.:., Barel . .1-\\, Bl'Ck. h. \. Hughl-n, U. h.lOlnt'I, C, "C(.Onlhl(',.1 ,an <it'l J>hdll 

.mel 'I t.,Plll k.I' I ( \I.!IH Radi("Karbon\g:l' Calib,.IUtllI, 2·1,()(K) .. 1I cdl KP', RndlOrtU'bml. In (199M), I () II·X:\ 
l-I (. I~, olll.Ral",e" 'Radiocali)()11 Calihration .md \Il.lh .... ~ 01 .'>ill atigrapln: I hl' (hCal l)rogl,III1' 

Uadwmr/HHI,:17 (1!)~);).125-:~O: (: Brolll Ram,l'\. 'PlOh"bll", and Dat ing', RorJw(llrixm, 10 (199M), HiI-i·1 
9 \1 ~lUiH" <lnd PJ. Rcimcl. '\ Compulcr Progralll 101 Rildilx-.u'bon .\ge Llitul.lIioll' RtJdiw(lriHm.2M 

(19t-l61. I ()22·:H1. 
10 \\.(; \1ool. 'limllle~<, 'lel'llIl!f Rl'lOlllllll'ndatloll\ Rt"olullnm clClOPll'd In thl' '""clhh (mentalion.11 

Rildi(Killl'X)II (:(lllfc:rcnce', Radlfl((lrlxlPl, 2M (19H61. 799 
II \1 SIlIIH'! .tIld 1l.J- RCllne!. 'I-xtl'IHlcd 14C n.II.1 I\,\\C.' .mel RC\I"cd ( ~ \1.I B :i.n (1(: \ge Call1)l illlon 

Program', UmlmulI-!lot/.:i5 (199J). 2LV~(). 
I~ " 1~ \Ill, \\'.(. Ci.\\'dlldgh .md (D. 1_111011. Bll)t'\/f/IJ 1/I/lHHlth til IntnjJrl'llllK lrrlwt'/l{IIJP((l! Datf! ( I 99fi). 
I,~ hltp: """""",lbha.ox_il(.lIl.olall ~ Hl onl·R.ullSl'} (1~)~l;l), op. (II. nOle H 
II FIll IlIllhl') dl'l;Jih 01 U\ impknlt'III<1lion, .. ce.' ( 1\l onl R'IIllc,e\, 'Col11menl 011 " [ hl' \I~e 01 Bi.I~c.''''<1Il 

""'OItl\lin Ina I H 1).ItC~ of ('hlOlI()lo~i(.11 Of(lnl'd ""illIlplt,\: ,I Clull.d \nah,i ... "',llru/mmr/lflll. 12 CWOO). H)9· 
202, 

L') I' ""t('it'l .mel W Rom, '111l' l"e 01 lla,t.'''Iian ""tall,II( ... lm 11<' D.lIc" 01 ChrnnologlCdl Ordt:rcd 
""iJl1lplc~: ,I (:lIl1t.11 \1\ •• 1\'-1'" RadlOwr/mn. 12 (20()O). I:-B,9X 
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BlIn.th found in Tom Quad in 19i2 u, and Chnq Chltlfh (.alh(:dr,1I cloister in 19K3 1i ,tn,' though! 
to be (wm Iht." 'allle (emden. ,\ '<1I11plc: 01 oal dMn:uaJ (i<knllfied i.l!'l '\ulln~ ,",ood') ( HAR-l9(1) horn 
lht." 1.1}t:r of (hanoal, up to IU em, deep, thai hnt'd Iht, bOllnm of tlw ei.trlie:o.l of two grotH'" exc,l\;Jtc .. d 
10 HJ72 111 rUI1J Quad, unnot be siraugr<lplll<all) rd<lled W Ihe mht'r hun.l)., exca\atcd fmm the ... mIl" 
t'CIIICIt:q, ho"e\er. it (dO be as-wmcd to rel<lle to lhc \(Im(' pha ... e 01 <1l1l\II). IlullIan bone '-i.1lllplt·, hom 
four .. tr.tugraphlcall) related inhumallon, (H'6. F 119, F 12:L F I ~i), Iwo of whl(h (F96. F123) bratkl'lt.·d 
Ihe ... lI1ll· ,1I,tllglaphlc sequente, C'\('.I\,llecilll 19H.; III (.hll." Chunh Cathedral doister "ele d.lh,'d ,II 

,he n ,Rf< 11;11 \H'II Labor-nol') 111 I mH" Bill i.1I H)f; (IIAR-nH I j) i .. tlu: eadic .. , in the scquenn: and \\.1" 

Ull IH "'11~1 (11\R-6818) and rJ2:\ (IJ.\R-6HI9); H2i (l1.\R-6~:?() abn nil F96 bUi wuld 110t 1:)(: 
"lraugraphi<alh related to the mhcl 1\\0 blllial .. ,lx .\." the Idi.lliomhlp belwecn F96 ilnd F12i '" 
.udlOll·nlogll,alh \\ell e<tlablished \\t' have IIlduded II III lhe 11lfKlcI (hg, 1 ~~) e\en though the mdex 01 
.lglecl1lcnl lor IIAR-6820 13 rather Im\ (. \ =:\ UY c), and brings <hl\\ n tht' O\erall agleement undc"ilabh 
(A-61 p"~). 

!',XCi.I\"tllon" itt Sf. ,\ldate'!'I ChllH,h (1 1m \olllmc:) hK.ltcd it group 01 19 burials, :i of "hId, (.tll 
'( haILOal' buriah) "ere submitled f()I l'ldio{,lrbun i.lnal)si<; .It Ihl' R.lftcl R"dicK'arlxlIl Llbm.llol'\ The 
thll'c .,.lIuple .. of human bone from ">t. \In.He\ (skeleton .. tG3, ~:}j, .. lI1d M-l6) are .111 \Iraligl'aphKalh 
Ielalcd MLh gra\e 838 containing .. 1..e1elOll 85.'l CUI h\ grave H:n ('(Jnt.lining skeleton 8:tl, GI,I\C: 837 
\\"s ()\l'llillll b~ .1 disturbed gra\l' (tUI H 1:\, (ill H II) With no .. l..dl'la lrcm'lins. ' I'his \\a ... in lurn (}\'erlilin 
b) glitH' 815 containing skeleton HIH, In tht' mc:rall nHKtellh(' index of agrcemt'nl rOI '\L\ .. 12:JIH 
(. \-:l2.:\'l) "nel ,\1_\-123,19 (. \=5:H)I';i) i .. 10" e\'cn though Ihc .. e 1\'i0 burials ha\e.1 well-t'31i.lblislwd 
arth<lcologi(',d relationship. lIowe\t:I, bct,UI .. e of the relimonshlp the, ha\e bOlh becn includt:d in Ihc 
nuxlel. 

I1lt' 1II(Kld eSlim<lleS lhat lhe "'Iall of ,hi, ph.~ ofbunal t.l(U\II\ III Oxford (excluding 'kl1npll' 2(7) 
began III ",1 H) 870-}()J() (at 95''', amjulnltrj (Fig. 1 :\). ,\5 funllel )a,on bUlIal .. are recmel·ed and d.ttl.:'d 
in Oxford It "ill become pos!lible to fUllht:1 ,dine thl., eSllm.ue lor the ')l<ln ofthi.s phase of Ollli\J1) 111 
Ihl.:' (11\, 

I IIL\RI H.\('I~ 

POI/I'I) b) 1',\ L L B LI N KilO R:\ 

I ht' pOllt'n has been (lualilified and "POI d,lll'" ,\lC prmid("d inlahlt,~ ~ and :1 It \\ih I('wrded lI .. ing lhc 
mdl" (II tilt· Oxford ,\rchaeologicaJ L nit 1I1l'(11l"\ ,II pOI leI) fabrit "'-"I it's, I q 

Co/>/>" lIlIm bl U.lGII ALLE1\ 

hlo wppt'r .tl lm pinli and a fragment of l""ll'd "in' \\-cre I'Ct'o\clt."d hom a dump laH'r and a when fill 
\ ltIlI1plClt.' annul.1I bu(l..le flaille .tnt! pin 1">1-1) \\.t~ It:U)\l'll·d /rum Ihl \\ai~t ,ll"l'" of !lldl'wn ~I:-I ( I ig, 

I) 1 ht· bud .. k h.tmc. "lth an eXlernal cliam(·tci of n mill. and.1 urtul'\1 em ..... 'K"Ctinll, '" pl.tin, I h(' pill i, 
(,I~I ,mel IM~ .1 eI('(ur.tted mouldmg at thl· loop Cltel, 1 hl' lip of Ihc pill "f III \("d \\h(:,Tl' II 1t"tS Oil Iht: h.IIlIC 
1111:1 t· .tll' .lll'.I\ clf It'Xlllc prc-.encd UII Ih(' ha( I.. uf Ihl' huckle, \nllllbi hut kit·., al C lhe ~Imple"'l form 01 hut kit: 
,Ind 'lC1\('d.1 ,.Iricl\ OfpUTPoM.'!I 3., bt .. 111,ull..lt· ...... Iull' buckle~ .lnell·It·llll·llt .. of hm'ot." gear. frollllhc mccli('\al 
P('I iod on"anh 

I/i 1(;, J 1,1 ..... all, L...Gt\'ation .. at Ox tun!. I Hi~: 1- iflh IllIl'rim 1 t:pOr1', O\tlmffLwl. '\x'\\ 11\ ( 1973), ~7n-I, 
17 ~ull.l)p, 1Il nott" 2. pp, 21 .. 7 I 
I~ Ihid, fig, 10 Il:H !tile malrix 
!II R, l"llcion wilh \I \Ielior. 'LlIl' ).IXUIl .mel \1t'C1!('\al I'nlll'r~', III S.( , DlIIham. · \rci1acologi(.d 

IlI\t, .. tigallnm in ">1. \I(hne's. Oxford', ()vmu'1I\1fI. xlii (1977). 
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I Ill. r,\\'IR()',~I[,\T\L n IDI:.:\U:, 

lllt, human \kt'/eta/ mwmb/age b, ,\:\(,1- LA BOYI.L 

\'/t'O/(w/l1/og)' 

\ .... i: .. 'lIIt·!H 01 't" "' •• , ha .. ed 1111 di.IKnll"Ut m(lrphoi,,~1(;Jllt·<IIUrt.·., .1Ilt! 10 a 1t.·'''."1 (It .. ~rc.'e..' nH.'llit .UI •• h"s 211 
..... tim.ullin 01 .utuh agt' \\.t, IM'l"<i OIl.1 num},e..'! ul l.tUII! dc·ulIIlfln.:!1 appt'iuann: of tlu: .writ-ul.n 'Urt".It.t·,2'! 
plilm "mph,,,,.:!" ,lilt! pnK·e .. 't· .. III c!t:gellt'l.ni\t: th.lIl~t,.:!-1 '\I,tturt' hOI" (Oil(ul;tlt'cl w .. inl( Ihe rt'l-tn"'11I1l 
100Imd.Ie..' III 1I0llt'I and (,Il· .. er~·' lilt' ,1.lIldarcll.IIlRc· 01 nllll'flIt'uil II ail, "'''' \(.nred:!h Lknl.ll nUl.1I1111l I' .1' 
Iflllo\\,. h.l,t'd lin HIOIh"t:l1::!7 

po .. 1 nUlllt.·1II 10" \. ante mOrlt'1lI 10" 

( t.llll''' ,\ .Ib,((-" 
,p not Plt"("111 l UIH.'fliPll'd 

F e..'1 upung - J<l\\ 1101 1)1 ("t'UI 

\krll'lfll \llIIII/U",' (1.lhl«.> ·1). \ IOt<11 01 :\u ,kt"ic:lnr ... "t·It' It'(II\l"1t'd Imm Ilt'nehe, I .mel 2 .lIld ,all "'t'Ie..' 
o"'lt'ol(l~I('"'' I t'(mdt'd dul'ing- lidd"lll k. lilt' il""t'lI1hla~t' tllmpll't:d 27 malt: .. (II pHlb.lbll' malt", ~, h:mille,. 
~) "dull, 01 Un(t'II,lin '->ex ;lnd I •• dult:-..(t:nt '-;laIUIt.· r'lIl~t'd lrum I ~I:l-l.tll Ill. lUI fc.-malt.· ... and l.fllol.l't? Ill. lill 
nlolln. 

\ 11I1l11('d 1.1II~l'" 01 p.uholog\ \\(1'" nnlt,cI \ tol,t1 01 \fI ... kdt·toll\ t·,hihllt·c! H,rtt'hl.11 dq.::ellt'l<uion III lilt, 
IlIIm 01 mtt"opin In, POl'fl'lll' ,lIld ")( hmOlI", Ilndt.· .. t II II, ~ I Ii, ~~ I, 14K, 11i2. 2fi:l. 161". 17 I, I'!.i ,lIul 1-11). In 
tilt" {.I't' (II ,kdt'Wn 216lhe mlt·opIHlt· .. "t"rt." ,uflitit.'llIh 1.lIgc· III h<l\e ('amed Ill .. tOn 01 I he..' t'IKlllh IhlouKh III 
It'lllh thOl,HI( H·IIt"ilrOlt'. rhert· \\t'le 1\\0 ht"ale..·<J hauult· ... : tht'lt·1t di~I .. J lihula of ,kt'lt'lnn '!.1i2 ,lIId tht hue" 
III thl' It'll -..c .'PU!.I "I ... kt'letnn ~6X 

Onh I~ 01 IIll' ... Lt·lt·tun ... had .tIl\ ~u" 1\ !ilK dt:lltilioli. I ht, d,II.II' ~umm,tn ... ('"(11Il I.lhlt'.J ,lIld II t;J1I he: 't"t"1I 
111.11 tht· I III Iclt-IH t' c)1 .Imt'" mOl (elll 10 .. , ancllll p.lllitu!'ti (.11 It; .... Ind •• b'(l'" i, \('1 \ lei" 

Ill/' 11/111111/ Rml/' In BE I I I -I.\, LI I \RLI:.~ 

\ tol.II 01 27~111 <lgllle..·nl~ of honl" \\C:I (, 't't 0\(:1 ed In hand ( I ,Ihlt.- til. I Tl addllioll 10 til<' h • .lIl(\-("C)IIl'( It·d Ill,Untol!. 

112; Iril~lll(,lIl' fli hunt: \\l"n..' l('tO\(:'I(.'<I through t·lI\lInnlll("IlI<LII)lCII.l""ill~ (l.,h1l' 7) Ill> 10111111 .. 10, 1111111 
cilld 1··2 mill "Int',. I hl'" li,h hOll(' 110m tht' ,il'Hod mall·lI.d h .... not H'I hl'l'Tl Idt.·ntilit.·d 10 'pt'Ul" 

(:01"'" /011 

I he..' ,lIlim.11 hOIit' \\ ..... in goeKI (CInelllloli 1'011\ ,III Ill' II .1~1I1l·nl' h,ul hul(hc.-I\ KIlIil- and (llIll> Illill k, ,111110\1 .111 
01 \\hi(h \\C"It'111l1II lall' ", .. ,on (0111("'" \10..1 "llhl' {hop 1ll,Jlk ... \\l'lt' 1111 Iht.' ,hn-p 1(11).1: hOIlt.· ... "1111,1 "II thc' 
knile..' 1ll'.IIK, \\tH' un \t.'nehral"" <IIHI nil h"~IlIt:IU'. proh.thh , ..... 1 Inuit 01 tilt" 'pllllin}.{ of tlu: {;II(i1'~ 

\111111<11 ).I:".I"'IIlI-\". jllOb.lhh dog. \\,1" ... e..·(·11 on .,t.'\t'll h.lgmt·n". In "clcluion. ,I .. hl·t'p .1 ... II01gal", hom' 110111 

(untt"1 1:\1 .Ippt·.llt"d 1011<1\(' hn'n dig(·'u'ci. \ 101<11 nilM .. 1Il.llIllilgll1t'1lI ... 1I.1d hn'n hUlllt \\1 bUI 1\\11111 Ihnl' 

h.lgmt·nl .. \\I·lt· n'(o\('Il'd Ii"OIll Ihl' .. i(·\(·d 11I,lIt'l iill hOIll (0111(:,,, 1:\ I. I :H, I:li and ~91 

.!11 \\"ClIk ... hop III hllupcan \nlhl()polll~I'I'. Rt'(lIl1lllltO IHl.tllun, lUI \~t' ,mel "K-, I)I.lgn" .. e .. 1I1 '-;kdt'lun ... 
/111. flf /II/mil" I t",dulmn. 9 119till1. :-11; - I~I 
. :!f D.R 1310Ih\\t'll. VI.WI/.£: qJ Urllir' i1~Il-:1). I:?~ 

~:.! (.(). I,CI\t'IO\, R.S. \lemeli, I.R PI \/ht.·ek allc! R \I{'Il,llIIlh. '(.hIClnoloKIt.11 \it.-Idlllolpho,i .. 01 till' 
\111"1( 111.11 SllIl.u t· IIllht' Ilium: \ 'l'" \it'lhod 101 Ihe..· (kll'l min.uloll III \dull '-;kl'It.'lal \~t' til )kalh', 1111 . 

./111 ,,1 1,,,,,11,,1 IIiOmi/mlog), tiS t19WI), 13·:!X. 
:!.i Il h..II' ,1I1e1 I \1 SII(hC"\.' \gt' Iklt·IIllIII.lllon 01 tht, \1.11c: II" pulm I" /111. II/ Ph\llHIJ IIIt/llfI/m/flg). 

h~1 (HIMfl). I:!; :n. 
:.!I I) S,lgt'l 'IHlII("'IJ\I~'t'lvl(ilh\ tl9hX-li9, \1,bt'lt'lll h.ulx'llh.l\n' l ni" \lc.-dl( ,Ill,!. 1m!. \111\.), n-\~I' 

:!.", \I IlIIlIl" ,111<1 C.L (~lt''''t'I, ·hlllll.lllon 01 '\1,1I111l' hum !.ong 1\01ll'" "l\!IIt'lu.m \\hilt· .. ;lIId 
't'gl tit·... 111/. /111. Ilf P"~"/f(ll A 1I1111f1//fII0I-."i , III (19.·1:1), Hi:\,:-, I I \ Rt'-t'\.tllIJIIOIl 01 hllllMllon 01 '\I .. IIUI(' 

13 ..... t·d 011 '1(',hlllC·lIlt'llt., 01 St;III1I{' t,lkt'n c111111l).{ Lill' .lI1d I.oll).{ I~one .... tllt" Ik'llh',~111 /111. "f f1h,wu/ 
111111/11/10/111'). iii ( I !1.lKl, 79-1 ~:l 

11i \.( Ikn\ .1IIe1 RJ I:h'!n. '~.pI~I'IIl'II( \;1llilllllll in lilt" 11111110111 (:';lIliulll' ,/11/."1 11111111m\, \ultl!lfi71 • 
. \()I- i~1 

'.!7 131OIh"dl, lip. tit. nllle..·:?1 II :n 
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\Itr/ IloO Pmm.'IllttJflIlM ~ '0"% 'talurt" 

!rrNh I 

I IIi 

117 

1')-' 

I:!:I 

"I'mh;! 
:! I t) 

22; 

Cuncllllllll ~1I()d. mi~'lIlg 

.. l.ull and 1II.lfldihlt, 

( nndllulIl 1.111, ml"\In~ ~lull 
.Hld m41llthblt" 

(,oudillon lotood.llli~ .. inK 

,l.ull "lid Ill.m<!iblt' 

Comlttiun ).;uo<l. mi't .. ing 
~lull ,lIId 1lI.lIIdibl~ 

Condltlun good. 1II1~~ing 

ImH" hu<h 

Conditlon ).l"flod. ~\"ull, 

Ill.Hubblc.' <lnd III)p,:r (en it.11 

(.nndllum fall, mi .... ing .. \..ull 
.mel m.ulClthk 

YnulI).!; 

ddult 

11·lli, 

111+ \ \1 

YOllllg ~I 

•• dult 

2.-,··H1 \ \I 

:!.'i-·Hl \ \I 

-Hl+.. \1 

Conditlun KlMKi. Im .. er leg, 0111\ .. dull \1 

C()nclillnn 1.111. ,lull and uppe! •• dull \1 
101'" nnh 

Condltioll I,HI, \1I{ualh «IlIIpll'I(' ~:l··10 ~ \I 

Conditloll 1.lil, .. lull .md UppC.'1 :!5-UI \ \1 
hod, onh 

Cunditioll 1)001 lIli~~illg .. lull .mel adult \1 
m.Jnchhk 

CUIHllllull 1.lil. mi"ing .. l..ull ,lIId ,uluh " 
1I1,ln<lihl" 

("ondnic)Il f.UI. lIli'~ing ~kull. 

m,melihll', It-h leg 

C()uciitlnn l.tlr. mi\\ing :.lull. 

lll,lIIfi.blt:, lIppl'l bfxh 

\I 

11)+ \1 

I.film 
(.'",':r') 

I.film. 
,.'", n 
I.(ilm . 
,.'",·:n 
UII m. 
(pn 

1.f)!lm, 

(.'"I' .j~) 

I.X:.! 111 

(.'"J"~I.T) 

1.75 III 
(.Yil") 

I i1m 
cr Ii") 

I .i.'", m . 

(,;" T) 

I.ili III 
(.Y7!)") 

l.t;X III 

(:;'j") 

1.7~} Ul. 

(:di.iri

) 

!lUII,II.I( .mel Illmbdl 

U'lt'OpIH les 

\('rlc.-h, •• 1 
dl'~t·Il('ra.ion, J t'l·I:! 
h,,('cI h~ ()~te()pIH It" 

\('lldJl,.1 
CI(·~l'nel.lti(llI. 

c'''l·nph\le .. and 
pcncl\l1\ 

..,.. hlllflll\ nod,· .. 

I.umb .. r n'i,cllpll)te'i, 
""'lllnclll'~ nud(· .. .Idl 
eli'!.ll fihul,l h.l~ 
ht·al(·d fra<.lurc 

( .• 11 It''> 

' 1 (~deTillt' 

.• 1\('01,11 
rt· ... IUpll(lIl , 
Clm~dinK III 
m.U1c1lhul .. r 
IIKl .. .,n. 

co,/lm,,'" 



thO \, .... (.1 l. \ nO\,I" I: 1 \1 

1il 

~7' 1 

(:ondlllnll POOl, h'l~nH:IH'II' 

101 'II on" 

1;0" In \ \1 

.lflllil 

(:on(\Llin/l tai,. \it Illilih ol1llpkh' :V,· l:i, "I 

(.nndUlIIn l'lir. mi"in)l!; ..,~utl 

.1IIe! llI.tndihlt> 

.Idult \1 

1S0 Condition IHlor. 101 <,() and ri,lo':hl .ulult 
.11111 unh 

IO~ 

liS 

1 :!II 

In 

1 :10 

{.tmdiwlIllair. Im"l1llo!; kml'r 

hellh 
YUUIIII; \1 
,1<11111 

( tlluitlinn lau. ,inu,,!h lHlIlplt"11: :!:l·ICI \ \I 

Cunditiull I<lir. right "ide 01 
hoch unh 

(:onduioll Llir. 1Tli,\ill~ ..,kllil. 

11I.lndib1c and uppl'r ,II m~ 

(,ondillon filii. light im\t:r 

k)l;ollh 

Youllg \1 

,1(11I1t 

10+\ 

,ulull 

.1(\ull \1' 

( CllHluiun POOl, \~ul1. 1Tl.II1{lIhle .ulllit 

Joel kh .lIl1l unh 

\1 

Condition 1.111. nghl h:~ onh 

( oncluion pUC)! ,I;.nll and UPI)(" 
hnch unh 

,1( 11I1t \1 

'01111.1{ \1 

.ulult 

{Olulitillll pOOl .... Lull '.1II1t .11111 ,1(11111 

IIpPl'l bflcl\ ollh 

(.undiliol1 1,111", 1Il1"lIlg ,l..ull ,Im\ :!~). Ifl \ \I 

1ll,\ll(lihk 

11i9m ,y 5·) 

I.is III 
~j' s· 

171l III 
(~,' i") 

I H~I III 

I.Y I") 

(,hoS III 

(y.n 

I ~'~I III 

(:"1' I ~I 

i.liO rII. 

IY:!·'j 

I.KII III 

I:-,·~r 

I tiK III 

('j :,n 

1111 Coudllion 1.111', \inu.!lh tOlllpll·\(· YnullK ."Iult \I 

III {.t/millioll fail. \lrIu.llh (olllpll"ll" :!~, III \ \1 

('Clnditiull ponl. left I~g <lnei 

light _11111 
.ttlult • 

I hl'\ III 

(V -, 

\fild ()~Ienpllllt'., 

He:aled fracture of \(h.Ultt'd 

bo(h ollt'fl 5GIpula. ah~,lar 

'I:rlt·bral "·,,n'l)lI('II, 

dq.~t'I1(:r.Ult)n, 

1)\lt-nph\u,'''' and 

"hmcul\ 1I0de:" 

I hOI alit ,mel lumb.1I 

mlt'opln Il:~ 

"M. hmflll'" nude, ,IIU\ 
mild I"tl"opln In 

"M.hlllorh nodl" 

caliCO,. ,Ih""l' 

Inlpa(tinn and 

101.I(UI/I "f Ielt I.lIl·I.11 

IIHI'I)! .11lc1t.lnint· 

{,IC)\\fillllo: ,lIul 

I (II.llion III illl 1'111' 

,mel (.IIIIIIC·' 

( .11 It·' 



(IIR.I"I (IILK(JI ('\llltl)R\1 (.1('\1-,,1(1) O,,.ORI> "ill I 

T\1l1 f: .. ,L \1\1 \R\ OF Df' 1\1.1>.\1.\ 

SJc,ld(1I! 110, AliiI' 1II011,.,'J 10\\ ((Wi' Ib\u 

122 II :II (I :111 0:11 

12:l I 14 I 1:1 I 14 
~:\() o If) OW o If, 
~65 032 f) .?~) O·:l2 

26H 6 If} I 10 I 16 

271 () :\1 026 030 

2Hh 0':i2 o :l~ Of :\2 

2H9 o :i2 II ~~ 032 

102 4 Ifi () 12 o 16 

I~ :I II :111 029 029 

IICI 0,27 0,26 0·27 

III j'21 II 16 " ~ I 
IOlal 22'299 (i.lt,t) 2'267 (O.75!!) 2 296 (O.6W:;) 

\/fllwdllloK) 

I hl' .I\"(·rnbl.l~t· \\<b recorded thmugh lht.· U\(: of .1 \imple ret:ordlllg ,ht."t." 11m cnablC!d a <Iuid (.a1(\iI.IIII)I1 
ul totah to 1)(: nhlde alung \\jlh d rough l,.,lim.llion (llthc." numb .. ,. 01 indi\ldu.lh III e.u.h (omc).l and in IUlal 

.\11 dt.'IIlCIW, 'H"n.' I C1:nrded includmg \tc'I-tchr.u.', rib ... <Ind tcclh. nlC: \111110111111 \:umbt'r of I neli, ,dual .. (\1'1) 
".I~ nOI (.lk ll\,lIl' d due lO the ltl1lallllumbc:1 01 hnllt.·~ idt:nufit'd 

\1\ .jUt'tIl," \\;1\ made to !lCp~lrill(' the ~het·p ,md KU'u I)()fll·\ l"IUg lhl' (lIh:l"i.IO[ I\t>t:"\Ilt"(k. 2K l'lllnlllld 
aud Fli .. dl.:.?~ III addl1ion to lht' lI';e of tt..'il·relllf': m.lIcriill hou .. ed ,11 tht, (),\L However. !>inct~ onh OIl(" KO,u 
bOllt" WiI\ lll'ilt I) idt'lllified fmm the av\cmhl.lgc, ,III Gq)l"ill(: bollt."' .Ill' lefl'l red 10 a\ ,hcel> in Lhe..· It·XI. 

\\.;ciIl1o; "ii' b'\Sl'd on dental eruption, dt'ntal \\l·"r .\IId cpiph) .. cal .Imlnn. 'Ihhnll~h the lauer i.s I~~~ rdi.tbl(·. 
I)I..·nt<.11 t'rupuo!l .mel dental We.ill \\('IC 111l',I'III(·<I mlllg a UJlUblllollillU of !';I\ne's' 0 and Grdnt '~JI d.uil Itu 
,hl..'(.·I)·1 he ItIlllng of cplphpeal do!>ule lur (allie, ,heel' and pig \\'1~ ba\t."d on Siher:'2 indic;uhe c:Iernt"lIh 
front mht·1 1IIx'tle\ "ere absent 

I he 1llt'lnl.. tned\Uremen13 taLen \\t."re those..' dl..·fin(·d b, 'on dt:n 1)1 i(:"h. :\' 11()\\c'cr, ag-.tin, lilt." ~n1.l11 
numbt:r of t'l1..·!lH:nl" complete enough for nH:,I"lIn'm(:JlI~ 10 be l'ILt."n did nOI ;1110\\ meaningtul compan"oll 
\\ilh Olhl.."l" <I "l·mhl.t\.;f..~ of~imilar dale. I h(" tllea"urt-mc..-nt <lnd agclng (Liu t.1Il be found in the ar("hl\l' 

:.!K I l~oe~ .. n("(L, '(hteolog1cal DlfTt'remt'\ in ~hc('p (01-'l\ tllll'\ l.illnc..i) .mel (.(I'u (Ol/Ira Imnn Llllner. in 
D. nWlh\\dl.mcl L Iltgg!!o (ed".), Sonlu /II Irrlw(o/u/{l (1969). :t\l<"lt\. 

:'~I \\. PIUlHtnt' l.md IH . Fri~h, '. ' GUide 101 Ihl' Di .. tinlLinn of "PCtlt: .. , '>ex <lnel 80(h SiLt" in 8011(· .. ,,1 
Sht."cJ) ,IUd (;u,u', Jill. of ArrlU/rol. S(lt'tI((, I:l (19~(), j/ij.7i 

:i "> . 1'.1' Ill', "ill·OfT l'.tIlerns III ">hl'el> and (;o.m: I he \'a/lchhlt·, hUIlI \ ... \.111 "ale'. IlIalo/UlII \I"dw~. 
Jill. 01 Bnr ,,'\/. oj Irrlllull/. oJ IIIJUlrtl, 2:i (l9i:\), 2lil-:lO:\. 

:'11 .\. (;r.lIlt. 'rhe l"~ of Iboth \\"eal .I~ ,I (,Iude In til(" \K(" (If l)orne~lt( L nguIJIC'S', III U. \\"11'-"011, (.. 
(;111(\011 ,mel \. Pal ne (cds, I, A.¢t"HI.£:' mid .)1'''"1: hllmal 8ml(\ Jrm Irrlwt"t,IIJl{u(l/ .\IIt'~ (B.\R Bril. ">er. 109, 
I CJH~l' '1I·IflH 

.~ .. 1\. \1I,el. ' I he\geing of [)ome,,1IC \nim,.I, '. tTl BrmIH\t.·II.lIld Iltgg,. op. cil. note 21. PI'. 2~t\·:\n2. 
:1:\ \ \on den DlteS<.:h, ' \ (.uide to the \k.l\un'm('111 ()f.\nil1l.11 Bune, /rom \rc.hacologi(.11 Site,,', 

I~ (IIHI(I\ .\1/1\. 8/1/1. I (19i6). 
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I ht' '.1"1 IlJ.lJoril\ (lIthe bOlle c1eriH'') h-ollllaic S<IXOI1 WIll('Xl~ (lahle') 6-7)_ rhe quanti" o( malell<ll i .. t()" 
~m;!11 10 ttt Lhlatc LIlIt'I-PH'l<llillll 01 .tnimal hll .. hamll \ ,mel t'Xplt1it,lIion, other than to indicate Ihc pi ('''t'llf(, of 
lite ilnimal').11 the .. ilc..', 

Illt_, majmi" of Iltt'lalt' Saxon maleli<ll f,lInt' from dump Jill .. III Ilent:h I (conleXUi I:{I .mel 132).1 hi .. 
I1ldudl'd ,almmt ;.III 01 the calde 09 Ira~llll"Ill") ,mel "Ilt'q> (!I:"") fraglllt''''') bOlll' a .. \\ell it" IIlU." 1)1 1I11" pig. 
domt'')ut f()h I <1IIe1 .1 "lIlglL' Identified gO.lI hCllIKOrt'. 

SIl('f'j' hOll(''' \\('r(' tht" mosl nUllll"rou .. delllent" H'(U\elt°d hom the ".,.,emblag(" and nm .. I .. led I.u-gd, 01 
I ib, long hmw, ,!.."II alld IllJndible.' h'lgllle.'!ll5, rhe tuolh \\l',11 "t,lge., olthlce .. heep Illallellblt,s frum ((lIItt'XI" 
I J I, 1:12 .lIlt! I:\;) \\1,.'1 e.' l('("(n<ied and .. llIlhcd shelV uf ,anou., ,IK("') lrom 2 In:\ \e .. u\, :, to ·1 H', .. ., and fl to H 
\t',I1". It i., (It'.11 I hi"ll <II k"\1 "OIllC 01 the "heel' \\CIT ht'in).{ kepi uillil old J/{e 

Cattlt, hont,,, \\t'le the ~econd mUM 11IU1I(:ruU" ilnd WllIpl i.,('ellt'l'lh, Vt'ndlliH.', ,-ib "nel ruot bOIlt..'~. 

I IJ\U Ii. 'l Mln.RS OF "111.11 IlI)'f RFCOIfRI·1l1l1 II." Il ICCORDI '(; 10 PI-RIOIl 
\~ D SPFCl I'_~ 

H'rlod C(/uit, ,\lIn'l' (;0(11 1.J'g D. (;Olllf D. 1'0I1,1 8/1(/ hog l ·1IIt/. l iltll/ 

I ~,-"()II ~2 Ill!! 10 :) 0 :1 104 2:1:l 

\It:dlt'\.!! () II II 2 II 0 II 0 :1 

\foelt'lIl ,; 0 0 0 0 0 12 19 

l nd.llt.'d I 0 0 II 0 0 0 0 2 

)01,11 2~ I III J:l ,-, 2 :1 116 279 

H'l1m/ \"lIfI'P Pig HIlt/rill Uml 1'11/1 hOI: L ·l1Id. liJ(al 

I..S;axnn 16 i 2 2 21 12~) ~~2 1062 

l IIcLued n II II 0 II II f)~l Ii;} 

I()lal I Ii i 2 2 21 129 917 112; 

(:ol1rl,/I;"'1 

Sht:q) 1)1 lilt'" lllll"UIUll' the IllJJOI ill of Ihl: Icit"llllfinll)(lIIn lImn Iht' .,ill' alld mil\ hale plmidt,t! Ihc lIl'II01l11 
of the IIlt'ill to thl' inll.lbltdnt ... Tht' old age.' of Ihl' .. hl·l·P uHllr,lIt"cll" 101lih weal .. L.Ig-e .. implie~ th.1I the.' Ulloa I 
\, .... h!..t'" 10 1)(: iI .. l'(·ond;tr\ produu, \\lIh tht, .Ulllllal .. ht'lIl~ !..t'Pl »rim.n-ih Ill)" I1lt'il- hOO!. mill.. .mel dUIl~. , 
lel\ (,litle.' hom'" l\l°re.' al\l) rl't.:OIcl"ed_'galil it i .. lil..e.,h thai tht, IIH.-.lI h<l" il "e.'tondan produu \\l1h Iht" (;llIlt, 
hl"jug u"t,d III IralilOIl .1., \'It'lI.I'I Inr ,hCll milk. "eh pig 1}(1Ilt' .. \\Clt' 1e.'(meleeL pigs \\(H1ld Oil" h,l\c hn'lI 
I..epl 101 Ih('11 meal illief 1;11. It appt"II" thaI the IIlh;lhit'lI1l~ of Ih(' ~lIt· had "ome I <.1I-it'11 in 11Ie.'1I dlCI "jlh a 
1ll1'-llIlt' ofdonH.'~II(" I(ml, dOIllt'''li( j.{oo .. e i.lnd fi"h. J hi" mal indi"l1t·" mid-tn high-.,ICllm ~itt,. 1I(}\\{,\t'r, the." 
"lIlall numhc.'r 01 1>(1IIe.'" ret·()\('l"ecl in addillOli 10 Ih(' IlMIClIIII 110m Iht, tl,O dump 1i1l"lilllil~ tht: Int("I)1lt"latLoll 
01 tht, ,1\\l'mbl.lgl' liu tilt' .. itt' ,IS a \\holt:. 

C/wnni/J/fllIl H'mfliw 1)\ RL 1"11 Pl:.LLI ,(, 

\ 101,,1 o j "('It'll ... lIllplt,,, IICll' 1e.'I<lined 101 ,lIlah"l\ I hn'l' (illll(' Imlll Ihl' \I{inil} nl"kl'le.'lnm 11."i, Ilfi <llId 
~ I rl, ,\ hill' loUl {"<Ifill' fwm 10111- .Inc! 1 Ilh-n'llllll \ middl·m ilnd clitdl fill .. ( l:{ I, 1 :·H, 1 J7, 29 t). "'ample", 01 1 

If) ~i~ 11I1t, .. III volume \\t'rt: pnKessed b\ bllll.. f1olalioll nil a 1l1Odili(Od "i"d I\pt' mae. hint' .111<1 f1ol" wllt'tlt'd 
onlo;t ~:""I(} P.iIl Illl .... h "ielt' DI icd 1101 .. \\t'lt' ,ollt'd IIl1(lt'l" ,\ 1>11\0(111<11 mi( 1O"("OPl" ,11 ,-I U 10 ,2() llIilj.{ntfic..l1inn 

1<t"1IIt, 

I· ilt, oi Iht, "lInplt"., (OIlI,IIIlt .. d llMl1 t'd 'l"l'd" .mel (h.Ifl \11 qU;lllltfi"hlt" 1It'I11'o 1\l:rt' extl.llied ,mel idt'nl ifi('c1 h\ 
llI(uplull(}git.tI dl~llatlt'l"lll~ ,mel I" (UnlIM,I\()1l \\lIh !lIndt'lll ,l'It'lt·mt'II1Jlt"II,II. I he rc.:Hlh" .lIl' d"pla't'd 
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,ABLE M. (II \RRfO ,UO, \",0 ( IIAFF 

Samp/, J 4 5 i 
Conk'(/ III IJI IJ4 137 294 
Ill/tam' 5 J2 J2 32 2~ 

Da/~ J. .\U'\OIl f _SllXOll L.SaxOIi 9,IIU 
Fml",,, Cmt'l' Dum/!. DII(h Dt/fli PllMitfh 

{n/lrum 'po Wheat. free-thrcshlllg 6 ~ 2 
grall1 

7iltirt/1II ~p. Wheal grain :I 

fhilllWI 'I' Raclm node 

ffmdl'lIm J'u/WIT" B<lr1e~ gram 2 :I 

+t'n!O ~p 0<11 gralll :I 2 

Cereaila IIlcit:t Indelerllllndic gnlin 1 :1 6 6 

Cen'ali<l mder Dela( hed embno 

,',nn PUllin "p. "Nth Bean Pc,. :I 

COryltH (Ii 'fila nil Ilazel nul shell 2 
f .... lglllent 

(:henopodlit<.eac 

I Ii w,Inlh:W1t1 ~p. Vetch "etc.hlingTare 2 

\ I,d u(lgnITnjo/ til m \lediclvClo'\'er'lrefoil 

f,Oi1ll lip, 

L mbelltfelae 

I?umn: (luto'fllll gp, Sheep's SUITe! 

I?lImn 'I' Dock., 

Polyg(Jn .. 1CC;'It" 

cr. ()(!OIlIlt,\ l'rnJa Red Bar:;tia 

Cali ran apanllf (;oo~egrass 

,huhrtlln (fill/in Stmking Man,ecd 8 8 2 

(:ompOSll<lC 

E/,odll,rtl IHllu\tm Com mOil Spll"ermh 

(Ann ~pp. '>edges 2 

BrUtlllH ub\t'ct 

Fubrumll\ 

(;Iamine.tt~ Gr<ua~. large .,eeded 2 5 

Gramlneat." (.ra!I~, small ,eeded 1 

I nelt't 3 -1 
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in I~lblt,~. 1Io,;omend.uure and taxonomic order follov. CI'lpham, Tlilin and I\loore.3·1 While [he conn.'lllralion 
01 remaim has lov. in all .. amples, some general romnlt'nlS can be made about the a5.!.emblages. rhe 
pre .. c'nauon of matel·ial .... a!; generalh poor and the gr,lIn wa .. \('1\ 'tarry' and pitled, which is dtaractt'nstic 
of burning dt high ((:mperatures and of post-depositional abraMon, 

Cerc.t1 graUl .. wel-e lhe most nUmerOlI!; item HX'o\t'It'd from the samples. The identification of tree­
lIue~hing lil/1WIII !lP, ( .... ·heat). Hmdeum t.ulgrl1f (barlt·\,) and AI't'w .,p, (oah) "as based on Ihe plt' .. enlc 01 
gram, Chan \\a)) limited to ont' fragment of fTlli(lun ,-athis, although it \\as not possible to e!-oL'-lblish if a Iree-
1111 e~hil1K ,_ariel} V.dS H'pl e!;elltt'd or to identil\ il to ~!Uld} k·\ el. _ rhc!;e cereab are all comnlOnl} cllcountCI cd 
Oil \lIe~ ul Saxon chue v.lLhin the Oxford region") and at .,ltes rulthel afield such as Wesl Colton III 

'OIlhtlmptomhllt::Hi and \\'raysbun ill Belkllhtn-',:ii rhe IXludt\-, uf chan .,cell In the .. ample!-o I!; ohcn 
<l~.,mJ'llcd with flee-lhre!;hing ct.'Jeal!. d!; the cercals ,Ire mort: likely to be brought into thc !lile ill a lulh 
Pl'Ou,!>!>t.'d .,t.ltt'. Cereal chan also generall)' slInile!l tharnng les .. well than cereal grains. panic'ularl), in the 
('a~(" of lhe free-thrC!lhing cereals.3'8 In ;uiditlon to the (creab, occasional indt.'tenninmc pubcs <lnd fragmellt., 
01 (.'o')lIH (wellmw (haLel nul. shell) rcpreseru pm.,ible food debrIS . 

Weed 'iceds wcre present in fiwr of the Si-llllples. MO!-ot of the !lpcc:ie!; represented are common arabic 01 

luderal I\ceds such as RUI/U,\ lJ.ctto,~ella (s heep's !;orrel), OdOlltlil'I T'erna (I cd barsti.\), G(I{wm apartllt (goo.,egra.,s) 
.1Ild .1111111'11/1.\ rolllla (!;tinking may\\eed). Cencrall) Ihc~ !;pl'lies suggt'st the culli\aUOIl of hea,) da) .,nil!;, 
although Rume.\ (l.utostlla is more lI!1uall) as.socialt'd wllh light, lIand, !;Oil!;. Eleoclianl palw,lril and Carr.1 !-ol>. 
tt'nd to bt: mOl'f" associated with damp ground habilat" although they do of len occur in charred ccrcal 
,t."elTlhl;tges. suggesting Ihe culmalion of possibh marginal ground, 01 ground adjacent to damp arc",,_ I he 
!{ra!-o~e!> <lnd the leguminous weeds ( I km,l..alh}ru.1 sp, and .\It'duOKoilhjolilim Lotm sp.) <Ire nOI stnClh arablt., 
\\lOt'ch .• Ihhough Ihey can occur in arable lield~ eulu,,'r im,\ding from field margins. or wloni\ing Ihrough 
manuring. 

I'hl' 10\\ (OlKCnllalion of remaim and the poor Plt'\CI \allOIl ..,uggt,..,t Ih"l1 Ihe maleri .. 1 i!llikd) to 11<1\(' lx'en 
I'('depo\itc'.'d and rc\\orked, As might be expt.xtt'd lor ,I C(,lIIt'lt'l\ ..,ltt.', thc nillge and com:enlr.uion of till' 
malerial does not suggest cereal pnxt'!-osing 011 am ~c;lle. It i.., pO'i\ible thal the matenill "'as prt:!;('nt as 
hatkgmund 'I101 .. e' <md lIas used 10 ba(kfill feature!> 

DISCLSSION b) ANGELA BOYU. and .\NNE DODD 

Clearly, the marked interclIlting of gra\'e~ '-mel the nHl'iiderable qllantitic!> of charnel indicatc 
that the cemetcr} was intcnsi\ei), used mer d length, lJeriod. At least two broad phases of 
burial were identified, most notably in Trcnch~: nine gra\'es were sealed by dump layer 246 
po'>sibly representing a hiatus in burial acti\'it) \\ hie h was succeeded by a complex sequenre 
of intcrcuuing graves, again sealed b} a dUlllp laycr, 20:~:;::204. Crave 422 had slOnc~ placed 
around the head (possible so-called 'ear-mulls') and SCleral were outlined b\ stonc~, a typic-al 
feature of later Anglo-Saxon burial praflic-cs .:-sq 

Oxford was dC"eloped as a fortified Inah around th<.' turn of the 10th (cmur); ho\\'c\'cl 
there i'> mOllnting eYidence which suggests that it ',<-1,> pre'.:eded b, settlement and aClilit, 
along the line of the Thames crossing throughout the mid Saxon period. 

:iI .\.R. Clapham. '1:(;. TlIIin and IJ.~I \1001(", /-10m of 1111' IIn/l,\1I /111'\ (jrd edn. 1989). 
:t'l \1. Roblllson and B. \\,i).,on, '\ Sunc"~ 011 ElllllOlllllclltal\nhat'olob~ in the ~oulh \1Idland~', III 

11 .<" h.el'ic\ (c"d.), l::m'inmmetltal -lrrlltleuloKJ: ,-I UfKimui/ Hel'/rll', \'01. 2 (IIBMC O('cas. Paper 'u. I. 19K7). 
iii· I 00. 

J(i G. C<lIllpbell, 'The I)l(;limin"u), \n.hacohOlilniC.tI Rt'sults from ,\nglu-Saxon West COItOIl and 
Raulll(., ', in.J Rackh<llll (ed.). 1-.1I1'lron1ll1'111 IIII(I/:WII(IIII) HI Itlg{o-So.\/I/I Hug/ami (eB,\ Rc:). Rep. 89. 1991). 
():H~2. 

:\7 (;_ .Iom:s. ' I he Charred Plant Rcmain.., ', in C('-\.'ilill <llld S.J Lobb. 'Exca,-alion of Prehi'iwric, 
Roman •• mel "iaxon Deposits al Wr01~sbul~, Hel kshil'l", hduU'/I/ . ./111. I Iii (1989). I 24-tL 

:lH "i. BOilrdman .Ind G. June!>. 'Expel illlc,"I\t\ Oil the Ellen!> of ehal ring on Cereal Plant COmp()nelll~', 
/11/ (g An/lflt'(J/ ,\!II'IIl'I', 117(1) (1990),1-12. 
. :1. 1),1\1 1I,ldle\. Dealh III .\Iedin'fll F1Ig{lIIul (2001), 10. 
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There is \ery limited evidence for earl) Saxon aClivit) at Oxford.iO This includes a 
settlemem of 6th- to early 7th-centuIJ' date at Oxford Scicnce Park, Littlcmorc~ I and a 
probable 6th-century gold and garnet brooch found at I me). Two probable cemeteries are 
known from the site of the Radcliffe Infirmary42 and Kingston Road. Othtl- burials have 
been found in the vicinity of Park Town and Crick Road, and also Summenown_~3 

Archaeological evidence for mid Saxon activit) at Oxford is almost exclusively restricted 
to the sOlllh edge of the second gravel terrace and beyond. I t comprises evidence for the 
establishment and maintenance ofa river crossing. for settlemem and activit), along the line 
of the river crossing and for the existence of SL Frideswide's minster.44 A timber recovered 
from deep tunnelling at SI. .Aldate's gave a radiocarbon date of cal AD 660-890 (GU 5333). 

There is a long though slightly confused tradition that a Mercian sub-king founded a 
rnonastel) at Oxford in the early 8th century at the instigation of his daughter Frideswide. 
who became its first abbess. The existence of a monastery or minster is first confirmed in 
written sources in a charter of Ethelred II dated to 1004.45 This was in reparation for 
damage caused two years previousl) during the massacre of Sl. Bryce's day, when the Danes 
of Oxford had been burned in St. Frideswidc's Church after taking refuge there. The 
minster's existence is subsequently confirmed by Domesday Book, which records that the 
canons ofSl. Frideswide held their land during the reign of King Edward and in 1086. The 
minster was refounded as a house of regular Augustinian canons during the reign of Henr) 
I, probably around 1120,46 surviving until it was suppressed by Cardinal Wolsey in 1524 for 
the establishment of his new foundation of Cardinal College. On Wolsey'S death in 1529 
Cardinal College reverted to Henl') VII I, who refounded it as Christ Church in l532 
following a short lapse in building work. The priory church became the cathedral of the new 
diocese of Oxford in 1546. 

The tradition of Sl. Frideswide survives in three 12th-century accounts: a brief account 
included by William of Malmesbury in his Gesla PontijicltJII and lWO Lives of SL Frideswide, 
one wriuen c. 1100-30 by an unknown author, and the other written c. 1140-70, probably by 
Master Robert of Cricklade, Prior of SL Frideswide. The Lives ha\"e been edited and 
reviewed in detail by Blair.47 The accounts differ slightly, bUl in essence the stories tell thal 
a sub-king called Didan ruled in the Oxford area around the early 8th century, and had a 
very pious daughter called Frides\-vide. Didan buill a church at Oxford dedicated to the Holy 
Trinity, the Virgin Mary and All Saints, and soon afterwards Frides\'\'ide founded a 
community of nuns there with her father's support, and became the abbess. After Didan's 
death Frideswide was pursued by King Algar of Leicester. who wished to marry her. She 
evaded him and fled to Bamptol1 where she remained for three years before returning LO 

her minster at Oxford. She died there, according La the earlier Life. on 19th October 727, 
leaving orders UlaL she was to be buried on the SOUUl side of Sl. Mary's Church, which the 
later Life states was next to the Ri\'er Thames. 

40 A more delailed di!iCll.~sion of the evidence for Saxon aClivit)' in Oxford will be published bv the OAL 
in 'Oxford Before the L'ni\'enilY' (Thames Valle), Landscapes Monograph. in prep.}. 

41 J. r..loore ct al.. 'Excaviltions at Oxford Science Park. Liulemore. Oxford'. OWllit"tlsia, Ixvi (2001), 163-
219. 

42 I. DiclUnson, 'The Anglo-Saxol1 Burial Sires of the L'pper Thames Region, and their Bearing on the 
!listory of Wessex, c. AD ·100-700' (Oxford Lni\'. unpubl. DPhillhesis. 1976), \'01. II, no. III, OxfOl'd I. 

43 Ibid. nos. 115-17, Oxfurd 11-1\. 
H OAu, op. cit. nOle 33. 
45 S.R. Wigram (ed.), 71it C(l1tu/ary of lht Monasttry of St. FndtSUIldt, i (Oxf. Ilist. Soc. xX\'iii, 1894), no. 2. 
46 Ibid. i. no. 5; bUl also sec J. Blair. ·St. Frides\\ ide Reconsidered', OxollitlU;a, Iii (1987), 71·127, 227 

and n. <15. 
47 Blair. op. cit. note 39, pp. 71·127. 
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It has been suggested that the legends ma) preserve a garbled memory 01 genuine 
information. IH Blair has argued Lhat the Upper Thames Vallc) saw the foundation ofa whole 
series of minsters along the T hames and ilS tributaries during the later 7th and earl) 8th 
centul-ie~, under the patronage of ~Iercian kings and sub-kings.-19 The Frideswide legend's 
suggestion of a minster at Oxford, presided o\'er by the saintly daughter of a \Iercian sub­
king and in existence b) the earl) 8th centun: would fiL well with what is reliably known from 
ebewhere. 

Although no "truCluraJ evidence has yet been found for the .\nglo-Saxon minster, the 
consensus of current opinion is that it is likel) lO have been located in the same place as the 
latcr Allgustinian pri0lll, on the site that is LOday occupied by Christ Church and Oxford 
Cathedral; that is at the edge of the Second Gravel Terrace, overlooking what would at the 
time have been a steep drop to tlle Thames channels below. Lnfonnation from the second 
Life suggests that the church of 51. Mary, in which the Saint was believed to have been 
buried, would have lain under the nonh side of the present cathedral building. Blair has 
suggestcd50 that the original dedication to the Holy Trinity, the Virgin Mary and All Saints 
mentioned by the Lives could imply the original existence of a line of three churches that 
may be perpetuated in the alignment of the north side of the present cathedral and the 
churches of Sl. Aldate's and St. Ebbe's to the wcst. No conclusive evidence has been found 
for the layollt (1I1d extent of the Anglo-Saxon minster precinct, although the steep natural 
slope ofLhe ground and the river channels may have defined its south-east and east sides.51 

-I he upper surface levels of the gra\'el found in the graveyard trenches52 could be seen LO 

support a falling away of the gravel under the east end of the catlledral; however, this is 
inconclusive since it is uncerL:'1in how far the upper surface has been cut by archaeological 
features. Blair has suggested53 that an early ditch found in excavations LO the \\fest at Church 
Street cou ld have been the minster's original bOlincialT 

The Illost compelling archaeological evidence for the existence of a mid Saxon minster al 

the sile comes from burials round in the vici nit y. which suggesls the presence of a large 
cemetery during the 10th cenLU I),. but also probably earlier. Burials have been excavated in 
four locations at Christ Church si nce the 19605. Graves found by Sturdy in 1963 beneath the 
north-e::lst chapels of Oxford Cathedral54 are probabl) of 12th·celllury date, but two burials 
recorded by Hassall in Tom Quad in 197255 provided the fil'st evidence of a possible mid 
Saxon presence. The skeletons were found lying on beds or charcoal. and a samp le of 
charcoal from the earlier grave was submiued for radiocarbon dating: the resulL was 
interpreted ~lt the lime as indicative of a dale in the second quarter of the 9th cCnLur)',5Ci 
although subsequem recalibration has given a Olllch wider date range of cal AD 680-1160 
Crable I). During excavations in Christ Church cloister in 1985,57 14 inhumations were 
found cut into the red-brown 103m Lopsoil. Radiocarbon d"llcs were obta ined on bone 

IS Blair, flp. cit. note 4; .J . Blair, .-Ing/o-Saxon Ox/ord1lrne ( 1994) •. 52-<1. G 1-3. 
I!·I Bhril (19n·I), op. cit note·11. pp. 59-65. fig. 41. 
50 Blair, ('p. cit. note 4, pp. 233·5; Blair (1994), op. ell, nOl(' 41. pp. 61-3. 
51 Blail, up. til. nolc"" p. 2:\0. fig. 92. 
:l~ Stl' ,lbO\'t', ·Location <:Ind Geology'. 
~~ HI.tir, Ill'. cu. nOlf"f, p. 235. 
5·1 Slurd). Clp. (:il. note 3. 
:l5 lIaysall. op. <:it. nOlc 16, PI'. 270-4. fig. 2. 
51) Ihid. p. 2i 1 
!i7 Scull, np. cit nOll' 2. 
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'ample. from ()Ur stnttigraphicalh related burials. Three of these here simil~lr. and broadh 
of the later 8th to 10th centur) but the fourth was !!oignilicanth earlier, dated 10 the range cal 
AD 668-88·1. Some doubt was expres~cd in the original lepon about the \'a lidit~ of thl' 
date~'X ... ince the 1l1diocarbon dates calibrated to I sigma confidence Je\"el comfadicted lhe 
stratigraphic sequence; burial F127. with the ear" radioc31 bon date (H.AR-6 17). Ilowe\'el~ 
at the twO sigm<1 confidence le\"e1 the dates and the straugraphy are nm III ("onnin, and 
would be consi.lent \\ith a date III the lale Hlh or 9th (emu" fC)f both bunal,. 

rhe radiocarbon datc~ from the 1998 ex(a\dtions ale ("onsistcm with the sll(1tigraphic 
sequence, and the ) • .ner two ha\e broad datc r~lI1ges between the 8th and I Oth ("cmurie~. rhe 
dbu ibution of probability for one of these (skeleton 118; NZA-12344) suggests a strong 
likelihood of burial be/ore 900; the dIStribution of probability for the other (,kelelon 277; 
'17.A-12354) suggests a laler burial. of the later 9th 01 10lh [enllll-). 

I he earliest burial of the three ga\e iI yel} surprising result, however, with a dale range 
of [,II AD 620-690 (skeleton 102; ~7_-\-1231:l)_ I his i, the eallieS! radiocarbon determination 
)t't obtained for Saxon Oxford. and cCHain) the first LO suggest an unequiH>cal 7th-cCnllll"} 
date. The ~keletont of a woman aged 10+. (ame rr0111 the bOllom of a sequence of burials 
eXlending into the 11th century. PHJ\·isiollal results suggest that the sequence was 
interrupted b~ a dUlllp la\er. AJthough the dump layer is il~elf undated. it \\(1<; cut b~ 
skeleton 277 (!'ce abo\'e) which trongly ,uggests that the dump la,'er was deposited III the 
lalci 9th or I Dth century. or before . .\ elate early in this range is perhaps suggested b~ the 
ob!)cn.uioI11hat the dump la,'er o\erla\ 118. arguabl) datable to the late 8th or 9th cemur). 
\11 of the poLtel") from above the dump la) er was of late Saxon 01' llth-cemun date. rhe 
loe'llion of the gra\e, in an area thm was subsequently rC-lIsed for burials thr'oughout the 
succeeding 300 years. suggests that it 11M) be the eariie!!ot gril\C yet known from the (emelel') 
on the site of 51. Frideswidc's Priory. 

Clearly this is not ill irsclfsufficicnt to conlinn the existence ola minster at Oxford in thc 
later 7th (·entur). Indeed the burials do nOl pro\"e the existenfe of the minster at elll) poim 
in the mid Saxon pel-iod, although it \\ould be hard 10 ,ee IOth-cellluq buriab in an) othcr 
COlllext, particular!) rollowing the foundation of the Im)"h. It is c1c(lr from the c\"idence of 
i30lated mid Saxon cemeteries such as Beau)Il Ilill, Lc\\knor59 and Yarn ron, \Vonon RCClOr) 
I'ann()() that people in the Oxford region, as elsewhere, were by no means neces,arily or even 
lIsllall,' buried in minster graveyards dUl ing lhe mid Saxon period. e\en if the Christian 
burial rites 1l1u~1 ha\'e been admini~tered b~ priests from the church. It remains possible, 
therefore. that Ihere was original'" a cemeten (It Oxford witholll a church. Radiocarbon 
diues from the six Yarmon burials show thai Lhe\" were a comempordr~' 9th-centun group.61 

Recem eXG\\atJon~ at :\cwark Ca!!otie uncm'ered a lale AnglO-Saxon ccmcten containing 
at le(l~l 70 burials and probablv many morc .. \JI were aligned wcst-cast, unaccompanied b~ 
gra\c goods, and a k·,\ had ear-mum) or 'tone linings. R(1diocarbon dates confirmed thaI 
Ihe) were 10th or II th ccmUl-Y although then .. was no cndencc for an associated church.62 

5X Ibid p. 62. fig. 15, t<lble 9. 
5!1 RA Chamber", . 1111: Cellletcq' SHe;H Heaton Ildl , IIcar Lewknor (MIO Site 12):.t1l In\t'nIOl} of the 

InhulIlations and a Rc-<tpprais.a!' , OxoninuUl, xli (1976). 7i-85 
hU (;. I lev, · ' ·<lfllton: S.lxon and ~fedie\ ill SCIIit-menl .lnd L,and'i,«lpe. Results of EXCa\<llinllS 19HO-t)' 

r rh.lnlC: Valle~ Ltnds<ape~ Munograph . 1()llhwming). 
1)1 Ihid 
1;1 J Sanlllel .. , 'el<.arL Castle'. Curutll -trrhllt'ui. 136 (H}9~), I:lH-61 
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\ number of fhurches built In lhe IOlh or 11th ccntun, hm'e been sho\ .. 'n lO ha\'c been 
preceded 1)\ burial grounds. for which there I~ no c,idcntc of an earlier a...'Uociatcd church. 
Example!'! are I...nO\\ n from lwO siles 111 Barton-upon-Ilumber. Lincolnshire \ .. here 
radiexarbnn dates cemred around c_ AD 900; two of Lhe blll-ials had SLOne Ijnings.63 
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