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1II tilt' NnOU'lI llollUlI/ (I'lIIflail.'\ In O\jmdl/Ulf (lrt' oj latl'-Rmfllll/ rllIlr Smt'il'f1J .H/I'I, incfltdmg om' 11o[ HI 

/lnk.\hlll'. (lit' IW1/martlnl mId di\(/tIH'd HI 11'1"111' of IIII'll 'fukflll'nt (I\\O(10Ii01I1. /aym/ ami daft' and tltl' 
rlwmrlrri\//n of 1111 J,rrtWf\ (JlIli thl'lI fOulnlll, Pallnm 0/ t'1W/I'IJff /l1f/iwtlTl, oj '/llhan' ami 'nlml' 

(I\\oflalt(l1l\ (lW Iflm/i/inl (lmi /JOwb/1' md,ralwm oj rl'ifllll'l 1/'lflnllr1l' (llld nuU •• idllal \tal/l\ ar,. alw 
tll\tU\\t'rl . /h" Illmum r,.1fUWl.\ (Ire I/ot t':\(ltnuml HI detail but oK' (l1Id /{flldn ptllll'l1h an rlU/Ht/nrd bnl'p\'. 

nit' ft'mt'tt'l) n'll/our" Ihl'lI rfl'in.t'l'd ;11 Il'nll\ oj lIlt' dn:tio/JtllI'nl of r(gulIIlll iUIJI'rfI1") pmdUf from the In", 

IKt' through /0 tilt' l:hm!lnn penod. 

I'..! RODL CliO' 

1" A Thilt' thcn' ~lre records of a good man\ indi\idual bUrials cenalllh or probabh 01 
V V Roman dalt' 111 Oxfordshire. there are relali\eh ft'\\ dearh identified cemeten sites of 

thi.., period; thaI is. siLes containing more lh;m ~I 'Illall l1ul1ll~er of apparenL" nlndomh 
disposed buriah, For present plll-po~e, two simple criteria, il minimum numbel- of burial, 
and relmiH'Jy do,e spacing of Lhcse burials, ha\e been used LO define i.l 'cemetel)', len has 
been taken CIS the ~1rbitrl.lq minimum number ofbullah (oll,iciercci LO COIHtiulte a cemeten, 
At it ~Illall numbcl of sile~. larger Ilwnbcl') of burials arc known bUl rail to meet the sccon~1 
criterion. that of a do",e spatial relationship, For thi'i rca 'ion the burials found in recent year~ 
.t! Gill Mill, DlKklingwn. for example, have nOI been considered here because the\' arc 
dbtribuled iI(TOSS a wide area at the margin 01 Ihe iI''iodated scttlcment. I ) n ow- tcrms, 
therefore, IIH~) do nOI form pan of a cart'full, con~tituted cemelcl-Y. though it i", accepted 
that to deso-ih<.' them as randomh 'iicauered. wilh the implioltion that no calC was gi\en to 

burial in sudl COJllexLS, rna~ be LO mi~judge the case completel),:.! In Olher cases, however. as 
for example ill Rodt.'n Downs (located (.300 m, aero,s Ihe (OUnl) boundal): in Berkshire. 
but included hClt, for its panicular iIllCl"CSl),:I it is de~lr thaL ,mall numbers of burials could 
comprise dther (OmpleLt: «.:t:metnies 01 subsli.lIllial pillrs of them, Despite lhe ,mall 
'iuggeslcd minimum 'iilC for our (cmctclic'i the number of "Juch site~ in thc count" remains 
10\'0", ;:11 1M (19 \\ ith Roden 00\\ n~), all of whi<.h are cs,elllialh inhumation ccmclcl-ies of lale 

I P: HOOlh, ' Dudding-ton: Gill ~hll', 0. Ii ,Yro',lr. I H '0. :1 ( I H~I(), I H-2:l. 
2 <:1. J I'C.BU.', '( he I)I'Iper~d Dead pll"lillunan ub,en.uiun .. on burial and ~elllemel1l s)><lce in rur .. l 

Rom.tn HI it'IIIl'. 111 I' nolLeI'. c. Force\. ~. JUlldi and R. \\ ildwr (l·ch.). tR_IC 1J8: J>/lJ(i'i'dlllg\ IIJ th, "ghtll 
mlnlu,l lMarf/lto/ /(0l1li11/ (nrh(uo/flg) COIIj(rt'lIU, '-1'11(1/", /9911 (l9~)9). 15J-W. ~e rurther belew" 

:i S. Ilood and II \\ .. hon, '.\ Romano-Brili.,h Clemating PI.1Ct' ,lIId !lurial Ground nn Roden Downs. 
Compton. Bt'IL .. hlll'·. Tram . .\'nL'lmry DlItnrl Fuld Club. 9 (191M), IO-f):!. 
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Roman d,lte. though "ome indude cremations \\hid1 are bro,I<Jh contemp01-dr~ \\ilh lhe 
mhumauon ,I Onl) file .. itt." have produced more than 50 burial, of \\ hich four, Ca'i~ington. 
Frilf()rel anel the two 'Dorchester' ceme{cne~ (Qucen£(,rel \lill and Chunh Picct:, 
\\~Irb{)r(}ugh). probabl~ 01 cenainh excceded 100 hurial", though the last of Iht."\C i" 
lIuluded on the basis of aerial photographic e\idence. onl) ,IX hurial" IM\-ing been ren'aled 
b, e),.( .. n:ation. 

, Eiglll or Ihe 19 sile, (ror location, see Fig. I) arc cenainh 01 probabl~ a~sO<.iated \\'lIh 
major nudeated scuiemems III the count), site. h IIlg broadl) \\ ithin the 'small to\\ n' 
Gllegor). the seulements concerned being \lchester (l\\() ,itt,,,, 01 which onh one i" a 
"'UbslCllllialh complete group and neither i., large), _\,lhal1 (1\\'0 "mall sites), DOl-cheSler (two 
.,ites), hilford and perhaps Wamage, rhe MalliS of thi., last "lie IS the le .. lst certain.'J as inelt-ed 
i, Lhe ,talll'; of the \'Vitan Way ("('meten \ Roman dilte: i" tl"ullll'd I()I' thi, site/I and is 
plausible, though no ccrtain fonfinnalory c\idencc \\'a" n .,(·(}\t.'Ted. Cemeteries a~'(){'iatl'd 
,\ith rural ,ettlemems range £i-om ten bUl-iab (most of the burial groups with less than ({'n 
mdh-idui.lls, nOl considered here. will .. 11"10 ha\'e del i"cd Irom ,uch "lite,) lip to o\er II () at 
Ca"ingtoJl. though the cxaCl number of burial, there i"i IInnTI~lIn7 and it is undear if tht: 
(t'I11l'll'1') was associated with settlement III the nearby 'Big Endo,urt.'· sile,!'~ or related to 
l'\en leo,,,, well-known settlement el",e\\h(')"e in the area, In term, of settlement context, lIll 

impOl tant group of rural cemetcril'~ " ftnmcd by Radley 1 .. Inc! II (J'l'spccti\'eiy $3 and 69 
burials) and the in rant cemetery at nearby Banon Court Farm (up to c. 4M burial ). all of 
\\hich ilia, ha\'e been related. Other significant rural cemeterie, ".here definition is faid) 
e1ear ",elude ~lanLOn Ilarcoun (35 blll-ial;) and \l'hile Ilor,e 11111, L ninglon (-16 burials). \II 
of these femctcries were complcteh or almost complcteh H_'fo\cred. 

Sorne of the main characteristio of the 19 cemelerie., ha\e heen tabulated (fable I) in 
order 10 assess the extent to which the, ,ue shared, and \\hether ,imilarities and difTclenn=s 
betw('en their ()(currences permil lhe identification of dinclcnt types of cemeten in th~ 
region in thc late Roman period. Not all these (hara(lcristif"i could be recorded fOl all Lhe 
sitc~, however, owing in somc cases to the pautil) of the original rcn)rds and, in othcr~, 10 

the restricted nature of exca\'aLion possible. The prindpaJ relt-r~n('es lor each cell1el~ry arc 
gi\cn aflel fable I to a\'oid undue repetition elsewhere. Ihe pre~cl1l summar), is concerned 
prinClpall~ wiLh the phpical charactc:!ristic~ of cemeteries ~ulCl of their component gra\cs 

I ChrunuloK' i\ di'i(ussed in we.tter dt-tolil belm ... hut alltht" "illt' .. III qllt'c,lion .lIe M.e1~' to datt' to thl"" 
~rd·lth ("('nttll ie"i ,\D. though Ihe e\ idcnce fO! die" i3 l)(x)r, Rt'lll.lr",lhl\, tlu:1 c,.' an.' no certain eXdmple\ of 
'n:rnt'lCIIt's' III I "il· 10 2'l(I·cenllll\ dale frolll the U)lInn, JllC Pll'')('nt I'e\ it"" dl'i<;es panh from thc fau Ih.1t 
Iht"ll" was lIluch mOlc 10 be said .. bout these "ut's thallUluld Ix- dU(lIlIlIlOd,lIt'd in the mo~t re(enl general 
"iUI H~} (1\1. Ilenig .mel P Booth, ll{)mlHl Ox/oui,}"" (~WOO». I ht, Slud) h .... hendiltel \t'I) collSldcnlbh fmm 
the "01·" 01 prc\-iolls wnters, especiall, \Ian JI'lll1lan <inc! RKhard (:hallll~I" .• tncl I am paniculall\ 
indl'l)lt:d IU \ngel.l Bo)le f(.H muc.h unpubh'ihed infonll<.uiclIl and rUl di~ m"IOIl of mam of the point, 
ral'led here. It .. lmultl also be nOled Ih.lI 11m p.lpel ''1il''i "iubstanu<lIl) wlllpll'le bdore Ihe publication of 
J PeaHe, \1 \1dletl and \1 Sirud, (ed.,.). Bllnnl. .\IKII>(\' lIPId Cmlll'\/1/I tilt' IlIlt1UHI World (2000). tht: Imj>oI1.lI1t 

COnll'n1'i of "hich h.nc nOI been fulh clige"lt"d here 
:i Set" 1I0lhrnol;. and\, Thomas. " he ROl11an <1I1e1 I~ .. <ld) \nglo·S,lxon \elllemcni at Wantage. 

Oxforchllll e, ~_xc,},ati()n!) al ~Iill Stl eel. 1 H9:J-', , OVJ/lII'I",a, Ixi (I Cj~)(-», 171·" lor it rt.'celll disc."us,ion , 
Ii R.,\ Rutland and J Thomas, 'Archaeulngit.11 'Oles from Rl';:ldlllg MU'It'UIll', Herlu. ArchMol. Jill {}$ 

(I9(iK), n 
7 O\IJlllnhltl, iii (1938),165. 
~ II,J Ca .. t", 'C.ls'iingtoll, 19jO·2: Lale 'eolllhi( PH .. and the Big ~.ndmUle', III H.J , Case ,md A\\R 

Whiule (t·d<;.), Sfttl~l/Ifnl Pailam III tllr Otford R'KUllI FW(ft'flliom (llllll' IhwKdml ((l/t1r1l'fl)/'d mcllll//r" mill IIthn 
"/n (ell\ Rt' .. , Rep. -14). pp. I U~·51. 
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Silt' Pali sh (h0l1 I) .. u(' of !\ I). No. C:ollljlfcu.' Domin;.IIll ( ),h(,1 Datt' (:(IIllIlH.'l1t .. 

S\IR t':\Gt\ illlon ( :1f'"IllS Inhllm .. \1J!,'1l1111 \hgmm 
PR~ .Iind 

\kht.'~I<.'1 (:hl''tI('lll/ll 11:!9~ I ~)91 :I() \e W\i\\,·]·SI· 1\111101 ?~C \djMl'11I ~"lIl)-R(lInall 
11(11-,11<"111 '1llbll .. b ... \'ill"j,lllons ph;l<,(' 
(.\4~1 Silt' C) ollh 

\klu..· .. lt:1 "owl! \\'l'l1dk'hlll-~ :~O61 ( IH~H 2~ Ie? II·f. Link IIIfonnalioll~ 
?~:1()6-1 

\..;h\'ilk· .-\I,ingd()I1 i22i4 19i4 II Ie E-\\ :~ 'oS ?..JC I 'oS clt'Gljlllatitm. 

I \i-S Wi! hie (:(: Iwah'l. 
'0 pl'O\t: 1I rc]auomh'I" 
1)(.'1\\('t'11 alignmellts 

\.. .. thall ~H'SI \,th,,11 ~2r);) 1921 L-) Ie? , 
? ?Iau' 1921·22 t'''<I\,.u(·d h, P(',IJ...(' 

Rom.m 

\.\lhal1 I ~¥.12 \"I,hall 11~91 1992 :1 12 Ie (, \\'-]- IH) :\ '\I_S, J ?4( I ,,,,h ell anklet ; 1 with dog 
Sile B " \\'-SI' .. 1..111. 'oS burials probabl) 

(';ulicr th"n I~A\', bUi I L-\\ 
(ut 1)\ cn.'nlatlOIl 

I\anoll COUll 1{,ldJc\ HJifi I H7~-(j - ~Il C ill('glll;Jr~ - ?:\-IC \11 inlanh. Furthe!' di"p<"r'ol:d 
LUll! inlam hUI-iah bling 100ai to 

, I~ 

BI{)xh<l111 Bloxll<llll lil2 I 92Y-:E') - 10 IC~ \i,\E-SS\\ I L-\\'; :~ ?J( \t k"1'>1 :; buri'll-. "',Iid 10 lx.' 
W-I-.; 2 aSsn( Mtt'd \\ ith pOI ... 

sw-, .. \..'-(xiariom wilh coins rmu.:h 
les.'> dear, bUl I (Comlanli nc 
1. do\(,' 10 .. kd(,(ClIl 21) i., 
po~ihle 

CassillK'-ull (:a"'''lllgl(1Il 12()(i Imo .. 110+ 1(:' ?'f.·SII '"·SF. ?'4(. OrienL.Iliull'l b,lo,t'd un phtn 
11(',11 Rig RlIIg ... '·S & f·11 m Ilardmg 1972. :\0 real 

<111111 esent )ubli ... hed dClaib 

Chunh Pit'H' '\-"rI,)(IIUIlgh l:l2HI 19i:i - (j Ie (. \\'-F !.mIL- Ie i?+) (;00<1 _ W t'vidence for 
\iUliJl lon cxten..,i,t' (ellll'lt") JIl 

n .'f t.mgLJiar (\ildlc.'d 
('ntlosu1'(', (·olll<lining 
humht't\s uf buriilb 



CrOhmill,h. em" m;u"sh 16OO'J 19~Xl-H - ?22 Ie 'I' f_-SSII I (. t-\\"; 1 ? IC \'allom ~Iil\e good~. ~)l1ll' 
Cold II;uoour Giflorc! ( \\ \JW- Wl(t'I"I,IIIlI\ <.11,,0111 hh.11 
F<mn f'f POllt'l\ i, gr.J\C go(xls rallu'l 

than r<;',iclual 

( :ul"bl;dge Curb,idgl.' 8880 1975 - 21 Ie? 'Os :; (- ~.-W. ?? 1(: (;onc!llIou ",Tt.·I1(,I"<lII, pOOl I 
I l \\"-1:-., I d(',('lplI<.IIIOn h ,l~ ~"-W, ;. 
'\ W-S F huri ... I .. \\ Ilh hohnails 

Frilford Fa-ilionl 7117 IM(~h- 193M - !-to 135+ Ie c \\'SW- EN~ Y,III<uion? ? Ie \dJilct.'nt. ~Llpcrimpo~t."(1 A "i 
hurl'll .. - .1C(ul'alt.~ brt.'aJ...(\O\\1I\ 
impo .. ,ihlt.>, I It,;td wffin bUII.d 
!a,l" hUIlt.' (ompOSlle comb 

Qut.'{"nford 'lill 1)()rdlC~lcr 5116 1972 & - 1&1 I( \\,-f~ SOliI<' 4C-6<: C I I d.lI("," Onh ('(!II.UII j:p.I\t· 
lUi'll '.tnatlon good i .... (Omp<Nle bone 

(olllb 01 I.tlt" Ruman I, IX' II' 
e"'ldl'llfC IIltJK.Itc:S ~i/e 01 
(l'llll'tl'l"\ ('Il(lo .. ur£."" De:I1,it\ 
("Ililpnbtt'd 10 gi\t' ('SUIll.ttl'<I 

(t'I11('ll'r, population of on'l 
:,WOO 

Radle\ I Radle) 2903 19-15 - 35 (: N-S MillO! 4(; \11 ,I<lul"? 
, .. n,lIlon .. 

Radle) II R.ldl£.") 1:1357 19HCh 12 57 C :-loS 17 \\-F 1(: I \\ it h hi .I( del<" bc:.I(h & 
~hoc.: .. ; I with .. ho(.''S & fe obi; 
I ulhc..-r \\uh hnbn;lib. I \\llh 
hOIl(' pili 7 <rcm"Hi()n~ h.I\{' 
....... o(.iatl'(IIx:;I\...CI S 

Stanton II.lI"("olirt St.llllon 5G80 197M - 35 t\C ( N-S MIIlm 1(: :\ /{I.I\ t" e:.l(h I};lH' :~ wim .• 111 

Cncket Ground 11.lrcoull \,111;\11011 FIR U, lyP("s in (\\'() gl aH·S. 
on" l R .lIId CI- (\IX"" ililhiid I 

gl,t\{· wuh ("oin .. has hohll<lIl., 
and .llso ?1)<ltJ...int!' stolll'!'o 

White llorse Ifill L flinglOl1 7866 19(: & 1993 9 19 I( ( \\"- 1:- ?\lIn01 4(: 5 or (i "'" .I\(.'!I wuh coin ... IIllIt"I' 
'.(IMUUn go()(h ,II e ,I C( beaker (t)f)t' 

CHi) &= wlllpn .. il(· bone comb .. 

\ \'UlI;.tgc :l:\ Walilotg(' 75~O - H Ie SS\\-NNF ? ?-4(" \in HI,t\{· goods rc..'("onll'tl, hut 
Wit.1Il \Va) Romall dalt' ..... sullIe:d 

Roden Do\\., .. Compton NtA 1911-7 - \0 (: c SW-:\I' SOllie ~c 2 Will', bOIlt:' tOmb. CC 
(Berks) \',U"iilIJOIl" l:w:,tJ...t.'r and ·remain ... III :. .. 110(.· .. · 

I NII-M. . 111 from le.lf! wflin bunal 

Codes for "Cnmplt.:l(,' wlulIln: C = complt:I(.' ((t:mcter) fulh Ic,ealed); .. \( = "Imost or probabh complete:; Ie = inwmplt't(, jouh p.lI1h t·".1I11I11(:d) 
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\ltht"lt'l IlllJlht'ln ,uhulh' P UUCllh,.1 hall' and .1. Ihllt'l, ":tf"a ll(lllOn.~ Hi III, FxtraJllUrlJl.'vUlnn"rtl"l /lfJlIJiln 
Ilrh",ln, (hjmd,'urr. 1'I9} In\l \1()nu~"lph. lurthnmlln~l, 

\It IU:\lt'l -..:mlh:.I \1.11 ,h.\II, \It h("le:1 lian.\.·trllilll ai, \lIl \ (}tJorrivun' (1I'n7-HI, I :lO; W I 1~llm II. III1Ullt·(1 
('.ulduiUll.llnolt." ,md Il'IIIo1I""). lm1l\ , IlIlumd. \<le .\ (J\/flu!"mp (IrG7 HI, l:ii· fTII (J'COn 1,1H·' 

\,h\III{" \1 P<lIIII11-.'10I1 , Iltr F\nr:"flt/lll/ III lilt I/"Im ',I:" ,\1'11/1'1111'111, 11mlLU' 1,1:1' RlI/f.:-lill(ht'~ iIIltf H/IIIU/tl hll/llff'\ fll 
hill'll/,' Il(uJIIIK Fl/al" , IlImp/oll rO\jflllNwd 11J7-1·7h « H.\ R(', Rq), 1H, ImH).1:\-:l. 

\'lh.III \\nl \f \ 1.1\101 ,Old R.(" Collill){'I{)OCI. ' Romall KII',lIn III I~I:!I .me! 19:!:r Jill H"mml\lul/ 11 
(I~I:! I). :n I-Ij, 
\'lhOiIl 1991: P Hoolh. \~Ihall. ()\lml/'/lIrr F\m ;,vltlfllll III II HOIIIIIII '.111111110 ,,,'. 19<J2 (o.\t I h,lIl1t" \ 'idlt'l 
Lltld~( apt" \ICII10I{I "ph '0. 9, 199i), Ii , -7:\ 

B,IIII1I1 (:0\111 I'ium: D, \lIk' «·<L). IH/U/mll/~ 01 BIlI/lm Cllwl J-QlIfI. 1I1/1/,l:flllll, OWII: rill 1II-:.'rs/lJ.!.(dltln oj II/Ir 

Sfolllhlt, IU//I AK' 1l/l/l"/I1~HIlI/\" (/Iuf '\,l.\Iltj ,rlllflllr,," ( It\ Rb. R('p, .• )(). I ~)Mtl). fidw IU~-D I 

1\10'\11<1111 \\'. Fl. h.llighl . \ RUlllilllo-Bmhh "lILt" dl HIO\,II.tllI, (hull • (J\IIWt'l/\/IJ, iii (I~U:-l). Il·.lli. 

LI"lIlgtoll: D. \\. 11.11 dillY;, n, Inlll I~r 11/ Ihr (Nwi /llImll ~ !If/Uti (19i:!), pi '!.i: OWlllt'lI\/i/' I (I jl:\li), :.!O I. 
(}Vl/lirll'IfI , ii (I ~):\i), 2() I: OVmll'fl'/lI, iii ( I n:iX). I fn; I :(. I J (hlln I,:t\ 1 

(:hlll(h ,'it.°(l" \1 11.11 man, (; Lllllhll(l..." I) \liln ,mel I Ro"ln, 'Roman HIII-ial'i.1I0UnclIlIlHhnlt'I-1I1\ 

I h.llIIl"·, OVJ1IIl'II'W. ,liii (I ~li9), 1,·1 Ii 

( ,I II" 1ll.1I ,h: (". \I , (:tll "to I- '\Gni.lt lon, ,II (:old II ill hlHII 1.11 III, ( : I II" 1II'II,h', ,\ \lldl ~ ,,111"01 
fi; (.\1. C1ar"e. LVfn'tltum~ (11'1 f{1I"ra/l·nn/,~h (r7tulo"f ({)/'/ /I,,,bo,lr fflrm (.rrrdJTlllnh 

(hllllfMm'( (\\'allingtnrrl 111''- <mel ,\lIh.l{,OI. ~I( IInpuhl. 1t.'))(III. J<1~li). 

CuIlJlul)!;t: : R. \. Ch,lInh{"I'o. ' \ Rumall -"t."ult.-mcnl.1I (:lllhlltlj.{{·· (hOlIlt"II\/fl. ,Ii (19ifil. :\X,:,,-,. 

11i (1!lllIil, 71 
Hall",,,/m" 

"IIII01d : .1,\ , .U.t:lIlMIl. 'Rt·pu!'l 01 t,cII.tl1un, 1Il.1Il \lllll'1l1 (,l'lIIt'h'I\ .1' l-'rillurd. 1It.·;-t1 \hm)!;<illn.lkll..., 
PmI' \01' 111/1Ql, 2nd 'l'l :l (I Hfli), I :m-q; (~ ROll{"IOIl. Rnl'dllhn ,mel I· Xl'.II<llIOm {'art·i{·d Oil m ,Ill \IHIt'1lI 

(:("I11("ll'l, .i' Fillf<)I (\. , \hingdoll, lkt " ... , III 1 he.' 't."11 ~ I Mlii I HI1K', Ilf /UIf'flhW,/(/' 12 ( I Xli9),t 1 i ·K:); (" RolIl"1i111. 

Fllllhl'1 Rl"'(,JH h(" III an \nglo-S"xoll (:l'IIH'It'l'\ ,II I-nll(I)'(I, \\lIh mill" Oil I Ill' nl/nhc.'1 n limit 01 \nglo'\.I'\(11I 
nl'lIIil{ion ;n i".lIgbn<l', II'I/lllt'/I//I~/(/. I:'", (IHHO), HI.i·IIL \..] h.Lm, '\ ROIII,II1 \'111" at I-rilllll<l', 111//11/"111 }III 
:'") I (I X~)7), :\I(k'l-l ~ I liD, Buxton, '1"( ,1\ .11 ion, <ll Fillflll d', 111111/1, }III. i (1921 ), t'i7-m; J '-" P 1\1.l<lh'l cI ,IIHI 
R (: (;ooddlilcl, ·hta\<lIIOIl'o.1{ '" ilfmd. Ikl k,., I ~1:n·X'. ()\flllIt'" 1/11 , il' ( 19:Hl). :'"}'1-66. 

Qllt'l'nlold \fill. B DUlh • .u1l alld·, R(IIIIc.'\, \ (,l'lIll'tt'll ~lIl' ,II QIIl'('ulonl \liII, Donhl',lt'l (1\111111'1/1/(/, 
x, X\ II (19i2). :\2- i: \1 Iial nun, (. Luulll it 1.... D. \liln .11\<1 I Rmdl'\ ,' ROIll,IIl !lun.lI, ,"111111<1 ))111 ( hnlt'l 
1111·1 hallie,'. (}\flllm/IUI. ,liii (l~li!I), ;\.1): IL\, (:hamh{'I' , ' 1Iu' 1,11t"- .u)(1 ,uh·Roman (l'lIll'lt'l I .11 Qllt'l'nlOlcl 
1-011111 , Dordll"ll'l -on, Ihallln. (hull ' ()\fl/l/t'l/\/il iii (I !IHi) •. l.',·fiq 

R.ullt·\ I R,j.< \lkilNIII. ~.'{;t\"lion' in B'llnm Hill, Hdd, R,lClin. Iklk,. HI-I-t-:'",' (J.tf"lIIm I. "il,xllli 
(I ~1:'")2.:i), 1--1-~:J. 

R.ldln II· \ 13m It: .md R \ Ch,unlx''', • I he ROm,IIlO-nl III,h «'IIIt'fl'l\ • III R_-\. <:h,Ullhcl' .tnt! ~ , \I,ll.HI.III1, 
J-.\/llt lflf/fJ1/I (II /llIrrll;", Ihl/\, Ilwl/r'I. (hlmd'/lIIf, lltll. 1: /Ill' Umlllll/ fJ-- HIII/I!i Crtllll'n : ~,,~/II-\fI.\OtJ ,\IIII1t'"111 

().\l Ih.llnt"' '·.tlln 1.,lIlci"<,IIK" \fOllugl'lph , in Pll·p.). 

"'I,lIltun 11.11(01111 , \\( •• 11111. \ ROIIl.l1l (,t"II11'lt'll ,IIU\ 11,1<"",1\ ,1\ SI,mtnn II.InfHIIl' ()\lJIIII'//IU/, 'h 
(\~IH()), 11:!·~?:l 

\\hllt' IIOIW Ilill: I·B 1)<1\ I' .lIld J I hlll1\<llI1o (;mt/lfl ll/llmlllllll. /)1'11111'01111/11 (/lid dl'\/n{JIIil//I II/Ilit' ,I((jl/I II/,h,' 
1//11111,..,17//(11111111 mrll 11111011/(11/1/\ fl/lllI' I1rilllli J\/n: 11./111 /I1111f/'1 II/Ihrl/ II/IIn /lII/fIIW, l'(d, ii Plain rllIIl /)'\(1"1/11/(/11' 

(HHi:,):\,,\J. emma,". c. (~O,dt'II, (. I.Ot 1.... D. \flit" <Inti S 1',11111('1, hli'fllt~(/I/II1II1l1 II'JI/if 1/11"" Ihll, (llltIK.lfllI 
(JIlff lim'/'! 1I1l1.h""IIr), lilt' dt'I'I'/II/,,,,,,,,1 "I /lI/fn(m/ltllll[\fll/,n (O\l I h.lIlh·, \allt:\ i..lIld'('IP'·' \tollogl,lph . 
IUI.htOllllllg) , 

".tI\l'lgl': R. \ RUll,lIld .111(11 Ilulln;". \lthill'ologlt.11 'nil" hom R{',uilllg \I U\t"lI Ill'. Ji"Ju ""um.l./III, h:\ 
I I!IhH), i:l 

Rodl'l\ 1>0\\11' \oj, I I lind ,111<111 " .. hnll , .\ R!IIlhlllll·I\lll1,h (It'III,ItII1~ I'Lltt" ,md BlIIlal (;Iollncloll RCI(it-n 
1)01111', ( :ompton. Ikl \..,IHlt, ', hfll/\ \',,11,/1111) lh\lmlloirlrl (:/1If,. ~III~IIM), I f).!-i2 
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ratht,t than with (it-I,tiled cOll' .. iderauun of the indi\'idual .. btll-ied therein.~pe<:l~ of the lanet 
ha\t· lx.>en di .. ul"ecl eI,C\\ here9 and \\ hile it would be alhurd to c,amine cemeterie~ \\ itholll 
~m) (()Il,icieration of tht.·il occupants, lhe,c h.ne been ttealed in filirh broad lerm, hen:. 

(f.\IUf.R\ SlIf .. l .\\OLI ,OEFI:\1I10:\ .\:\DSIRL< ILRES 

'umhel .. of KO,l\c .. hint: all-ead\ been reluTed lO in ,ollie ra'e,_ E\en \\hcn .. · the, are 
lI1(ompleu: It i, either deal or allea.,llikt'h Ihal the milJonl\ of (l'fneleries \\ere lairh ... mall 
Onl) t\\'o rural tl'IlH,'terie\ (Radle, II ~lI1d Ca~'inglOn) contained o,'er 50 i.mel mer 100 
buria)., re.,pecu\'(.:h, I-'<u Ihe most pan the cOIlll11unitics ,cned by such cCll1eteric, would 
hil\e bt.·('n !\l11all'lI1d greater number ... nccd 1101 be cxpcul·d.\llhough it ha., been ... ugge!\led 
thill ,0111C of the't· n'J1lctcries might han: 't.'ned molt' than 011(' \cttlcment lfl there I' no 
Itw .. on tn lhink Ih,ll Ihc, normall\ n:pre,em l110re than ,Ill extended hllnih or e tale 
pOpUI.ltion,11 .\ \Imilal' "iluation i~ nott:'d In rt'lalioll u, .\nglo·Sa,on ccmeterie, in the 
leg-ion, "ilh Bt·tinslil'ld. containing ,(Ulle llr; g-ra\l'!:I thoughl 10 reprc!)cm ~l maximum 
population of :lO· 10. 'l1gge~ted as being I ~ pita!.':.? Some oltht:· ,mailer latc Roman cerncterie., 
plobabJ) Ielatcd LO indi,idual farmstcad" "ilh ratht.'r 10\\l'1 populations Ic\cls, Evcn some of 
the (t'l11eteries <t\\oCialed \""ilh nuclealed 'l'ltlcment., all' IlO I~lrger - [he de.uest example 
ht'ing lltt:· :W gr.l\ t" from the northern ,uhllrb" tl'mett.·n at \khester. which if nol complete 
w.\\ \l'I) neal J) '0. \illCh more 'Ub'l~tltlial cemelCIIl" mu't have existed i.ll places like 
. \Jdll"ter alld ,H "lome of the other ll11de~llcd ,culemcnt., in the (ount). but the~ are onl) 
'l't:1l dead) at l)onheMer. 

In thc ITI"UOIil) of GISC!:I ,dlCre !)ullilicnt c\'idenlc ,unl\CS the general layout of 
tl'l11t'lcrics and principal grave oriental ion, rclall' to prt:··t'xisling features - uSliall) ditched 
bOlilld.lrie~ of one kind and ~lI1olher - Ihough there an' cxceptions to lhis (see below), It i~ 
It"", dt:'ar ho" lal Ihl',t:, u'metcn alignment, "ere delerlllll1('d pragmaticall) . b) those of the 
adjan'l1l features. UI \\ hether aspect" of helief or (U~lOm I t.·quircd Ihe selection of particular 
ah~nl11(:nl" (for t:·\.ample nonh·souLlt) fCll \\hi(h applopriatc landscape units {)J exbling 
di,i,ions \\ere ,ought 

On" III lhrec GI\t.'s i~ there e"idcnfc from the rclc\ant plan ... to suggc~l that cemeteries 
"CI'C delibcratcl~· IO(l.lteci \\ ithin enclO"III'l'S \\ hich WCll' origi IMlh intended to define them . 
,\11 of lhc~c arc ' urban' (cmetel-ics, the two Dorcileslt.'I SHC, (Qucenford Mill ~lIld Church 
!'ICtt." Warborollgh) and ,\!)Lhall Silt' H. Fe)) the DOl"rht'''It:'r ,itt". and for Church Piece in 
parunll<lr. lhe t',idel1((, tomes esscntialh hom ~lerial pholOgraphs. which indifatc regular 
n .. ·uilinear enclo,urc, in both case.,. Both lhe 001 cht:'~ler 'lies appear to belong to the 
GlIcKon of l<ltt' Roman 'managed' femclt:rie .. (i,e, \\ith c1earh organised lavout of gra\es in 
linc, ,mel or nl\\.,)13 ,1I1e1 are the onh lilll-h ('cnain e,\i.lmplt:', of thi., l,pe in ollr ,ample. \t 
Chuuh Pit'n' Ihe endosure can be .,cell to have been .. ubdl\idcd and it rna) ,L1,o hine 
(Olllilined a suhstantial ,1Iucture. lhe imerpretation 01 "hi(h j, ullcenain ,l-1 . \1 Quecnfc>rd 

rl P,lIl1<.Ularh 1)\ 1I,III11,lIIl'( al. (" flalm,tn, I \lolk"ol1 .mdJI.. I'liu', 'nliliah. nC)(tit,\ ,wei 
l\dll,.ldlllg" in RUIll.tnn-Hllli<;h and Anglo-"I<IMm CC:lIlt·I(.'lie,,'. /Jull. /Jrlt. \I'H, \"f,l. lIi,<,t. «(~t'f"_) J5(3) ( IUHI ), 
11~)·MHl hllith i, tlllPOIl,llll .1' ,I ,ourte 01· prim'\I\ d.lt.1 nn tlw htllll.111 Il'm,lin .. lIOIll a numbcl O!·'ltt". 

10 I, l'l'.lrct'. op, (II. IWlt'~, p. 159. 
II R \. Phrll)fltl.lIld K. Rc:t'll', '~epulrures 1I11;'11c:, en BIC,.'lilgnl· IIHlhUlll·" Ill.\. Fc:,elicrt· (ed.), \Imllle dr,\ 

lilli/h. ,,/fwdl' dt'lll/t'fWtl I'll (;/Iulr nna/e (1993). 111 
I:.! 1111.llllt'lCIh, '\ngln-Sa on Oxforcl,hilC:. 1()()·700·, ()VI1IIf",J\IfI, Ixi\ (l!~l9), 26. 
I n R. J1hllpCltl, Bur",1 J~m(/Irl'\ /11 Rimlll1l HnJum (IHR UIlL"'n ~IH, 1!t91). :!2&-H. 
II \f. I lou lll.tIl, (,. 1_.lmbri( l... D, \lile<; .mel I, Rnh It,\. 'Rom.tIl SUI i.ll, .Ifound [Hlrtht"lt'r-on·111ame" 

Ow",,.,, In. xliii (19i9).~, 13. 
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\till hlll ial\ "t'le not (onlined to the diu.hcu cndo\ult.', IX'ing al,o found be~'()nd it lO Iht' 
\olllh, though II 'cem, lilt''' that the great mJj01 it, of tht, gra\c~ in thi, cemel('n did liL' 
\\ithin the encJosun.', .-\t ..\.';thalJ ()nl~ one (orner of lhe endo~ure was located \,ithin Ihe 
e..·'f(.l\',ued area '0 it\ e'tent i, unk.nO\, n. a~ i\ the dcga'(' 10 which it was occupied h, burial" 
In all three t'\..all1ple~ tht, pnntlpaJ oricntalioll ofhurial i\ approximateh wc\t-el.l\l. hut none 
1\ pl'(,ti\el~ aligned thi'> w.n. 

It may be ,>ignilift.t11l that Ihe'>c three site~ wne assodmed \ .... ilh mi~j()r lIucleated 
settlcments. I here j\ no t.'\'idcne..e regardinH Cl1(lo'>ult, In rt.'lation to the burial ... i.H\.,;thall 
eXGI\ i.Hed 111 1921. nor (un,,)1I1 pri ... ingly) i, tht.'n' an, rt."'CI'( .. ' IKl' to enclosure a\'>(){Ii.lIcd \\ jth 
the bllri<J(., hing south-casl of ,\khester. rc(orded in the 19lh century,lller<.- i ... some 
('onfu"iion as to \ .... helher more than one \ite is imohed here. but the earlie'l publication.., 
"Ippe;.u LO refer to <.I single ~ite, though thi'> i~ Ilowline \taled and difIerenl number\ of 
htlrii.t)<., Cllt' gi\en. I-, I he tompiiel'\ of Ihe J ';flori(J (;ounf.\ 1I"lor)' ilssumed that ~I "lingle ..,ilt.' \\iI\ 
in\oht.'d and Ihi ... \lew is foJlO\\{.'d here .. lil In the GI.,r of the ccmelen in Ihe 1101 thern 
t'xlri.l111l1ral area of .\Jchcc,ter Ihe OriCTll<llion was dt.,tcll11il1ed In it pre-existing \\''\iW.· ... S .. 
aligned c,cnlc111clll hounditl\ feature which fOllned the \oulhern Iimil of the «'mell'n, bUI 
Ihere i.., no indication 01 further enclosure. thou~h a 1l11lnbCI of minor gullil· ... "ilhin Ihe 
«'mell'n area Ill .. )) han' mark.ed ,ubdi\'isiom of 11 

S III "I I dittlwd endo~ures I()nned lOmpOllel1t\ of t\\O «'meteril's, At Rir:ldle~ I J a "illilJ't· 

clitfhecl fealure \\.iI, a\sfKiatcd \\-ilh a group of (Te111illion .... enclosing fi\'e of IIWtn . ,mel al 
Qut.'l·nford \lill it ... imilar enclo..,ure, r. 11 m, x H m, inlt,tlMlh, merJa\ the ... oulherll l·d~t., of 
t ht, 111;.lIn (e111eter~ endosurl'_ Ihi.., prcsumabh JllLlrh'd il f~lInil~ plot of a l) pe l~lIniliar in I.tlt., 
Clnd post Roman ce111elerie~ c,ueh a., Poundbun.I 'i and fonl<Jined lhe onl~ mler11lenl w ilh 
){ran' g(x)ds out of 154 eXGl\i:!lcd gril\'C." The on" other cemetery which definileh I." 
"ilh111 a defined \p~lfe \\i.h lhal aL Roden DO\\I1.., . but there the conjoined eudo..,un' ... 
o«'upied b~ the gl;'ln' ... hctd apparenth been e"l,lhli,ht.,c! \Ollle (on,icierable Linl(' bc..'lore, and 
11lIt.'ll'Mingh \\ere int(.'lprclcd i" being ;h"io(iaICd \\ ith (I't.'mation (though no fn'mtllion ... 
\\cn' IO(<lled HI ,\/(14), Ihelc \\a~ <l leialin-h ran:' ('arh-Roman I'egional tradilion of plating' 
(ll'lllations (u\u<1lh ,ingle burials) within ..,mall, l()u~hh "iqual'c dilched cndoo,urc." and il i.., 
tllt .. ' J d()lt.' pos..,ible that I he Radle\ II nematiOlls inclk,tlt., some fOllli IlWUiOI1 of I h i ... I radii JCII} , 
hut ill prcsel1t there <In' in..,ullifieIH eX~lmples to clclIlOl1..,tr,llt' il~ ~uni\'al be\'oncl Ihe 2nd 
(t.·nll1r~. 

I.ill' Lhl' cndo ... c...'d "itc.., the LflinglOl1 (cmt.'ten \\iI' al ... u rt.'o,crictl'd in area, bUI ill thi ... fa't. 
11 \\,1'" becau~e the buriab wcre. (l1ri(}lI~h, lIl'>erled inlo .1 'eolithie long bano", the plan of 
whic..h detcnnined lheir exlent and orientation, Ihough l'XGI\'alion in 199:\ \hm\t.'d Ihat 
l)lllial, were pre"em 111 the ass(x'iated ditch and were..' nOI jU<iit (onfined to the mound lI"t.'If. 
it" ... uggested b~ the 19th-fenlun eXGwation plan. l-.I,e\\helt', u~melen orientation follmH'cI 
t."I\ling linea r features at ~ti.ll1lon J lar(oUri and probabh at Crowmarsh .. Whilt.' Iht.' prt.',c..'n«' 
of ... lIth feMlIrcs ma, bl' inferred al other site"" there j" no ft'rtaill e\'idence. altd al Radll'\ .• 11 

l('i"l. there was ilpparelll h it PO-"II in' ah"icme of illdlGtlioll\ of linear leallllC,.· ... a~ ... o(i"It.,d \\ ith 

I-I I \1.II,h<lIl, \llIlt"ll'l. fUll/I , lulult'lIl ,\//( \ ()\!fII,Mml' (IH:lj-S). 1](); \\.1 1~I(I\\II ,lInlil\l'(\ 
(,ulduUlIlil\ Ilotl" ,lIld It'IIMI!..''), IImll, 1)(lltlt'lil \/1/ .\ (hjaffMwl' (\1'I:;j .. H). 1:\i (2K and 11) hllria\, 
Inpl"'liH'h ). 

Iii 1.(11 0\1111. I. :?I'O 
lin r. L11 \ldl ,lIld II. \1 ullnoll, HJ/IFU/h,o .... t,,,1 2. !hI' ( ,I'ITIrl,.111 I (1)111 wi 'at. 111 ~1. ,lIId \I (h, ~n( 

\lflnl)~I,q)h St'l nfl, II, HI~J:\I, 19-~" 



either cemet~n 11'1 't'\t'llhele~s. Lhe c\.lremc1\. ephemt·r.tl n.tlUre of a probable nonh-!'louth 
fe~HUn.:" at (;1'0\\ mar .. h doc .. demonstrate that .. light lin('~lr Icature~ could ha\'c been Jargeh 
01 <omplcteh 10,1 10 po .. t-Roman aui\'il\, paniculari) ploughing, and in a lairh intensi\'el~ 
t.'\.ploiteclland..,c.lpe it illi mheremh impl.lu ihlc Ihat (:('I1ll'Il'li('''' \\ould han" becn riu1<lomh 
pl'lted 111 ~lgrJcllllllr.tl ficld, \\ithout dcmarr.lllOn. Indeed tht: plan ofthe Radle, I cemeten 
.. ho\\, a clear Ilonh-"ollih hreak bet\\et:n lht: ,Iighth diflt,.') t,.·nth-.lligned ea"lel n dnd \\('.,tel n 
pall' of the rC111('(t.T\, I hi, \\as !'lugg-t',t(:d I" Iht.· c,c.l\Jtm "., Imphmg ''iOIlH.' diflercnce or 
t.u"lOm 01 hunih, ()I e\t'n of date'Y' I ht' plan hint, .. lrOTlgl) .11 the cxi .. tence of .. I linear 
f('ai lln' here \\hirh othe..','wise had kit no Ilact: in the gli.l\t'I.,ub,oil. Slich illeature ll1a~ han.' 
'I..'I ,cd lO di\ide tht: (:l'mcten along the lim." 'lig-ge .. I<."d h,\tkin .. on. 01 il\ pl"e,cncc alone 
IIM\ haH' It'stliled in Ihe oh,ened \·i.Iriilliolls ill ~lligl1melll bctween the gra\'e~ in Ihe cast .. md 
\\t"1 haln' .. of Ihe <elllt'!en 

(,R\\ ES: ORH.' 1.\110' A"D 0 IllER PIIYSIL\I ( II\R\( I ERISTIC~ 

b"t-\\e.,t or. IlIOrt.' u'lualh. \\cst·caM alignt..'d bllriab (I.e with Ihe head to the "esl) arc. like 
elldo~lIrc~. pi.lrtKular1\. characteri~lic of c(,lIlelerie, a,.,oti~lIe<l \\ ith Ihe maJOI nuclemeci 
"l'lllt-mellls. Thi .. interpretation ine\itabl) treats Iht' ddinilion '\\est-casc' r<lther loo"el\ 
bet (I u"'e, a .. ~Ih t·;.I(1\ indiGlled. thc alignment of the ell( lo,ures of the two l)or(hc~tcr 

(t.'mc1cnes IS not pll'('l\e and in the fase ofChurrh Pit,({" I' morl' ncarl) \\·~·W.-F.SI:. On thi~ 
ba ... i, tilt., .\khc'll'l nonhern suburb, ccmetery might b(.' lonsidered 10 be aligned 
approximateh \\C.,I-Ca\t, but here the alignment wa .. clt-ar" b<tscd on that 01 an e,trlicr 
,eulemt'"1ll boundan. itself determined b, the alignmcnt of . \kcman ~treet, c~tablj..,hecl at 
around lhe middk' of the 1~1 cemur) .\D. and appc~II" to hme owed nOlhmg (except 
pel hap' foinfid("ltlill l) ) to possible 'religiou,' cOllsidelal ioll' .. \t FriifcJrcl the principal 
iIlignJl1(.'nt \\01" approximately weM-eml 01 \\'S \\".-F. , E., bill III thc absence of dewiled phm!'l 
01 mo.,1 of the 19lh-u"llIul-Y excm'miom the degree of \"dli"ltion here is not (erwin, !\1inOl 
\"~lIi~lliOJ1 of ~tligll1n('nt within a pre\ ailillg pattcrn W .. I .. of «()lI1-~e normal and m<l\ bl' 
cxpl.t1ncd in it number of ways.20 In the case of QlIl'enford \Iill. for example. it i, noticeable 
that mam of the burictb lying oUl'!oide the remett'l") endo'lII t' 10 the soulh \\ ere aligned more 
nearly weM-C(1\1 than those within it. 

I'he only knt.)\\ n cxt"eptions to lhe gellcrali\ation I hal ((;'Illt.'tcrie!'l as!'lociatcd \\ ith nlaJor 
"icukments ,HC aliJ{lll'cl rOllghl~ west-ca,1 alc the "iitc al \Vantage, where the pre\"ailing 
ohentattol1 ,\-a, S~\\·.-" E .. and the 19D2bthall (cmetci \. ,\-here some gra\"cs \\t're aligned 
north-.. mllh. 111(' majorit\ of the gran:s in this cemetl'r~ \\l·rt.' wt,."1-ea..lt1 aligl1('d. hO\\e\er, a., 
\\ere lho .. e in tht: I Yth-t"el1ll1l')-' ct'meten find (It .\khe~tt'l. though again in the ab'l'l1ce of 
detailed rt.'(or<b the..' degn.'e of pre(i~ion in the obser"ati()J1 of theil alignment i, uncertain. 

\pproximate \\(·~t-('aSl alignmelll IS k", (om11l0n in Ihl' rural cemetencs. It IS 

t'l1coul1lcred at l tnllglOl1. where the alignmcllI of all the hili i~lls WiI'i determined In that 01 
tht.· :\colilhic barren\ inlo which lhl' burial, w('J"e insntt.'d. Olhen\isc. \\hilc it o("ClIrs wideh-, 

It-. K . .J.< .. -\Ikill';()n . · ~.M.I\ .tl IClm in Barrn" 11111,; I· ,del. K,ldln, 1\/:11 ...... I!)! t·.Y, ()\lJlllt'IIUll. "II-,\ili 
(pn2·:i), J~: \ Ho\ Ie ,lIId R. \ Ch.lI11her .. , ' Ill(.' ReHlI'lIlu· lhill ... h (.c.:ml'h.'I' " III R. \ <:h<lIl1I)(.'I\ ,mel I 
\lal.lei.llll. r\((l1l(lIll~1/I 01 81111(111' IItll\ , R(1(J/t", (hIll/INuit'. 1'(1/. /I." IIII' J.(!l/IulIlIl-!lnl/\1! Crlflt"it'''· IIIl/I 
IflK'II-'\I/VII/ Srlllrllll'III «().\L 1 halllc~ \ ·alll'\· J .• lnd,,·.lpc ... \lnIH1J.:"1"lpil, ill pll'p.). 

l!I \tL.lIl\un. ,bid . 
:!II ".g. Jt R.thl/, .) .lll· Re'Ill,ln e:emt.'lelll'" .Ind l\l,\(tIld', In R. Kt.'l'lc: (t·d.), Burial'1/ Ill,. Rm'lIIlI uv)/(d 

t(.U \ Rt·,. Rc.'p. :!:!, 1971'\). ;,X·9; d. L \\"aw. and r I.l'.I.( h.llrnl" Hood. /rm/J!,1 and (.,/111'/"". f. \{(IOO/WlII 

IfJfl2,I)9 hf th, I,/It· ,. rTU'd (.'n II/wid and tlthrn Ie H -\ Rt· .... K~p. t~l, I ~tc)tij. fl.l· t 
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at \:'Inillc. Blo:\ham. Cassingwn. (.1'0\\ I1MI ,h. CUI hi idge ,and Radle) I I. onh ir:lI r\:')n IIIc was 
it tht: domlllalll orielll3uon (in eight out of II recorded burials). EI.;;ewhere west-e~Ist 01- eaSl­
\\cst bUI iab. where presenl. amounted to between t. 59, (at CrO\\Inarsh) and r. 29C;( of total 
burials (al Curhridgc), with most of Ill(' sites listed abO\-e falling in the middle of lhal range. 
On" at Stanlon Il arcourt. Radle) I and Roden DO\\!l'" were west-cast (or east-west) hurials 
enure!) ab..,enl. In all three cases the extent of c,ot\~Hion makes this ab ... ence fair" [cHalll. 
\L Radle) J I mo..,t of the west-cast inhumations 1<1\ in a discrete group. The same Illay have 

bCt'l1l11le ell Cassingwn. but the 011" publi..,hcd plan ofthc sjle~l is at a very small se.tle and 
til(' dt,tail is lileref()re uncellain. 

I hc principal orientation of many of the rural n'11leleries was therefore approximately 
nonh-",oulh . (hi .., a lignment accounted (t)r all the gra\es al Radle) I and Stanton Ilarcourt 
dnd wa.., dominant at CUI-bridge and Radle) II. .\11 a lignment bel ween nonh-!)omh and 
~~L-SS\V. wa~ dominant at Bloxham and Cro\'v1l1ar~h. On ly at C:,l!)sington and at Roden 
Dm\ n.., was the principal alignment of ilu rial~ signilicallll~ removed from t he cardinal point s 
of t he compass, 

('here is vcr~ limited e\'idenfe for inlernllting of gra\cs. Where nonh-sollth ~lIld \\e..,t­
e<lst gT;WC.., did IIltercu1. as at.~thall (1992 Silt' B) and Curbridgc. Lhe \\'est-east ones \H'l't~ 
ah,a\'i hue!. Olhen\i'ic, ho\\cvel'. there i.., no cvidenn' for a ..,equence between graves o( 
[olllra"}ling a h!,rnIllem. except at Frillord. where ..,()me of the ,\nglo-Saxon gran's were noted 
a.., futting hue Roman ones aL right ~111gles. imph ing .1 rough" north-south alignment If)! 
these Saxon buriab. 'I-he number of the':oe gT<l\'CS \\ hit-h \\ ere demonsu·abh of S~IXOJl dale on 
the basis of gr;'l\c goods is unfertain; though the lir ... t major published anount of Ihe 
(-eI11CLCr~ lI11plie.., thai this ma\ have been on" a bli," ... mall proportion (21 Saxon graves had 
',elic,,', alongside six unaccornpanicd graH's thought to bc of Saxon dale).n There is no clear 
c\"iclen('c fe)!" intercuuing gnn'es of Roman dale.<11 Frilf()1·d, however, (though 'disturbance' 
of ..,ol11e of the gl,ncs was nOlecl) and the onl) other ",itt' apart from /\~[hall and Curbl'idgt, 
wherc this has been certain" noticed i.., In the \khe':ll t.' I northern suburbs. "here there \vcre 
sc\era l phases of interclILling gra\'es all on the same bask a lignment. At CUlbridge 011(' 

examp le of inlerullLing gra\cs on tht, .,am(;' alignmenl (in lhi., case nonh-soulh) wa., abo 
noted and (It L mnglon the 19th-ccntuH plan ..,ugge",l., that Lhere m~l) have been up to fOlll 
in..,tan('cs 01 iniCITULt111g gr~IH·s. Hcre. IH)\\(;'\,eL gravc euh a.., ..,uch "cre not defined b, the 
19th-tcntur) t'XG~\'atOIS and in at lea",l one ta ... c il i.., po..,..,ible that it double burial in the "'lIllH;' 

gretH' i.., ilwoln-'d and in another in.,ltl1lCe lhe ..,kcit'lOIH, though \'en dose (end to end) 111<1\ 

h,we heen in gr,we~ with only a marginal rclation...hip heL'H~en the cuts. 
On present ('dclence, therefore, intclTlilling of gnnes is rairl~ unusual in lhe cellleterit,,,, 

o( thi.., region .. \t _'--'·)h\ille. \\here glaH~s on \\e.,I-C~I",t and north-souLh alignmenl"l \\t're \'l~I\ 
doseh juxtap0'ied, there wa., no e\iden[(~ for intcrnllling. but the area examined \\~b 
limited so the ab.,enfc of e\-idence hell' is n{)l condu.,i\c, ,\ similar siw3uon is "lIso ..,et'n III 

the 1110re ('()1llplt'te cemeten plctn at (;rO\\I11'I1-",h. CU11lulati\eh the evidence ..,uggesl"I either 
tht, f~lill, c()n~i.,tenl u..,c of b'Tf1n' markns 01· one kind or another and'or thal acljaccnt gra\(-'':I 
tended 10 be fairl~ do..,e in date, with the implilation lhat earlier gra\'es \\ere sLill vi..,ible a.., 
mounds. I ht' in.,tance of imcrclIuil1g of grave", o( similar orientation at Curbridge \\<1.., 

:!I I), \\. 1I'lldlll~. Ihl' /rUII 'Igl' III (ht' l Nil') IhllllJn /1/1\11/ (1!11:!), pi, !!7 
:!~ (;, Rolle ... lnll. 'Rt.·Sl'.lnhe~ and ~,,(a\<lII(III' l;1I1Wd Ullin itll \nnt.·nl Lt.'IIlt.'ln' ;II FliltOld. \hmgdnn, 

lkll.. .... inlhl' H',II\ IXIl7-IN6H', hdllll'll!nglll, I!! (IH69). 17X-XU 
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rel .. ltI\,c1) margimll, howc\'cr, and could lla\'c occurrcd cyen ir the grave!'l were marked. ~ot 
... 11 Im,t~tnce of the Intercu£ting of gra\-es in the .-\Jchcstcr northern suburbs can be 
interpreted in thi Wtn. ho\\-'c\'cr. The c\ idence there (an be seen as indicating a lack of gra\c 
markers or, perhap ... more likely, suggests extended use of the cemeten mer ..,e\eral 
generation, with !'lome los or markers (and cttlemem of mounds) o\cr an extcnded period 
of lime before reuse of certain pallS of the cemeler~. 

\ "I ri"llion in the depth or gra\-es in our I·cgion is considerable and there is a broad 
conelation bet\,een the age and or statu.., of thl' dl'rl'clscd and the depth or individual graves. 
This is III line willl wide!) obsened trends and so the data are not pr('..,ented in dcwil he,·e, 
bu, ,ample figures from .\JeheS[er nonhern suburbs .. \>thall ( 1992), Bloxham. Radle) II and 
Roden Downs, almost all sho', progressively grcatci average dcpths (wit hin each cemetery) 
for in rants (up to (. 2 )cars old), children and adolescents bet\\-l'cn 2 and 17 years. aduh 
f'enli:llt's and aduh I11tllt.'~. Ihe diITerel1ces between the firsl and second or these group.s. and 
between the third and f<'lUl·th. can be quile slight, ~Io:., thc figures from Radle, II show 
(,I\erage !,'ra,e depth; for infants (9) - 0.19 m., children (6) - 0.20 111 .. adult females ( 17) -
0,42 tn, and adult males (24) - O.-li Ill.). Lnu,;uail), in the Alchester nonhern suburbs 
cemete,) (<1 small ,ample) the a,era!,'e depth of 7 ,ubadull gra,e, (0.19 m.) '",s slighth 
gleatcr than that 01'9 adult female graves (0.15 m.), which possibly ~uggcslS thaI most of the 
subadults \\ere males. Exceptional burials could occlir in any of these groups: ror ex .. ullple 
one infant at Radley II was contained \\ ithin a gr;.l\e 0.5 Ill. deep, so the results frolll lima)) 
samples could easih be distorted. This may explain wh) at CUI'bridge the a\-erage depth or 
... adult female gra\'es was, uniqueh in our region. grealcl th .. tn that or the 6 adult male 
gra,e; - the figures here being s~e"ed b, an excep,ionall) deep female burial (gr.,·e 27) 
w hich \\~tS accompanied b) two in rants. 

rhe !:t1llall sample from Roden Downs swnds out in h;.l\'i ng much deeper gra\es lhan the 
other Sill'S considcred here - the an.'rage depth of the six adult female graves was 1., 17 Ill . 

<lnel of the rour adult male gra\-es 1.60 Ill . (there were no infants or adolesccnts). The 
marked contrasl bClween this and other sties in the region ma) refleClthe position or Roden 
Do\\-'n~ on the chalk downland where it had suflered little from denudation b) post-Roman 
ploughing. in contrastLO sites on the L"hames gravels or other I OC;Hioll~ \ ulner-able to plough 
damage (at AlcheSlcr northern suburb~ for example, a site which was dcarly (Illite badly 
~lfTecled b) plough damage, the maximum depth of the .30 recorded grayes was onl) 0.33 
m.). I hi, explanation o;,eems unlikely to i.lccount for all the difference, hO\\'c\'cr, and it ma~ 
be suggested that the Roden 00\' ns cemeterY contains indiddualll or well above-a\t.'rage 
M . .<tluS, \\ helher in ~(Kial, economic or other tenn.." a poim "hich IS supported b, the 
ullu"Iualh high represcnlation or graye goods. and panlcularl) (oins, \,ithin the cemeten 
(,ee ftll 'her below). 

\Iuch more detailed examination oflarge cemelery groups would be necessarY to [(Ikc the 
argument mu(,h further, but ror present purposes one of lhe mO~l important points is to 
mdicme the 5ha1l0\, depth and con<iiequcnt \ulnef(lbilit) of mOSl infant gl·a\es, in particular. 
Ihis ch"'lraCleri tic is of significance in considcring the gencral nature or somc or our 

cemcterie.." discussed below. 
I hel t: is minimal evidence for pOIj~ible stru(lurcs directl} associated with indhidual 

gra\ ClI. SU'h evidence is seen 11l0~t clearl) al Ln)\\ marsh and al Roden 00\\ ns. AI 
Cl'owmarsh one grave hild three 'sockets' in each long ..,ide of lhe grave cut. It is not c1eal if 
the"ic held posts belonging 10 a structure .. t!x)\'c (he gr;\\c, 01 \\helhcl lhe}' relaled in some 
wa, to the proces of 100\'ering the bod}' or conin into the gra\e. A similar arrangement IS 
seen III the ,\nglo-Saxon ceme[ery a( Sl. Peter's. Bro;.I(lslairs, Kent , where graves "Ith one, 
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Iwo.lhl(>(, ilnd lour pairs ofopp()~ed '\()ckct"l' \\Cte.· re(ordcd:?:' and (o111pari'tble featml""1 h.tH' 
been 1100eci ;II other\nglo-Saxon cemeteries 111 Kenl, \\here the) are generally lhollglu 10 
h~l\e suppollcd abo\e-gri'tH:.' lanopie~ or slnlCllln·~.21 \1 Roden Down.." "iOCkelS, in lhi", ("<t1.,(, 
two on ca< h "Iicie of the grave. (KfUrred in one (".l"Ie (Gran" \'11). JI('re they \\en" not 
ohsened al grollnd level but were (til into it ledge h.·1t 111 lhe nalUr~\1 «.:hall.. some I It. I () in. 
(O.56 m.) abon' the base of thc gra\c, which at 7 flo (2.1 Ill.) \\a"l lhe deepest in the (('n1(.'U:n . 

Suth I11lell1~11 ledges, rc(orded in 'e\t~n of the len burials in this cemelcq. ranged Ii'om a 
\\cll-f()llIll'd 'tel' around the entire.' cirfllmit-rCll«' of Iht.· gra\'e to a ,light feallire at 0Ilc..' ('nd 
In (.ran""1 \'11 and \'1 lI"acc\ of carboni,ed wood \\ere Iloted on the ledgc~. in Gran' VI \,ith 
grain running across the gra\"l."""'" if boards placed \\ ilh ends rc..,ting Oil the ledges·.~:1 I h<.'~<.' 
timber.., w(.'re additional to lhchc indicating a wooden rollin. No pcnalleb 10 these fcalHll'''' 
haH' heen nOled in other Roman cemeLeri<.'~ in our region, ho\\"c\el', though ..,tepp<:,'d gran'", 
~ll"e a feCltllrt.' of the cemeten at L1I1khills. \\"imhe.·..,lel. \ ... here it i"l dear Ihal in ~'l le,,''''1 ont.· 
f<,I"it' lilt.' sLep supponed limbers hhich roofed .1 hunal chamber within \\hi(h the ("of1in \\"~'" 
pla(cd. th".., prm'icling a c1o~e parallel for the Rodcn I){mn~ example.1h 

BL Rl.\1 Rill· 

\"'pee.h of the <llmosl infiniu.:' \'aril,t~ of bod) position in late Roman inhumalion1., han' nOI 
been fOlhiden:d full\ here. Ihough the~ have bl'en cii'i.(u"'''Icd f()1 example b\ Chamht'I' wilh 
regard to Douhe ter and Curbridge. Thc 1110..,t ohnou ... \an~l1lt.s ~tI"e tho..,c of prone.' .lIlt! 
dCfapildted hllri~t1 (see Table 2). the great majOlll\ of latc Roman inhumations I>t.·in~ 
extended and "lupine (though a \ariet, of flexed and CKGI'\ionalh crou(hed po.silion"l ill e abo 
knmo,.:n). l·h<:.'''I<:'' \\('re discu~scd (along: \\ith mhel lOPI(~) in an Implutanl paper b\ Ilalll1iln 
eL al.,:!7 hut furl her examples h,l\c been identified .",inn' then. Il is po..,,,,iblc thai prone burial.., 
have not becn recorded consi..,lenll) I(lr till ",ill". panindarh in earh l'X(;'\\i.llioIlS, but Ihl" 
11<l\c been notcd at Bloxham (,4), Queenlo.d ~I"I ( I)' Radlel I (I). Radle, II (6). Stanton 
Ilarcolirt (:~) .1I1e1 LflingLOll (5). Derapili:llioll..,. whl(h aroll')ed Ihe ("urio"'l1~ of <lmiquariall ii' 
well i.h more len:'111 eXC<lYal{)rs, ha\'c probabh hcen !ccorded more (on..,istellll~, and onul 
.11 .\khcSICI 1l011heln sl1burh~ (2), \~h\illt.' (1), Bloxh.lln (I), Ca"lsingwil (I 5), Cnm mar1.,h (2), 
Cu.blld):c P), Radle, 1(2), R"dlel II (4), Stan Ion Ila.<oun (~) and llfington (probahh :1, 
though onl) one of these had Ihe ..,kl1l1 pl<lH'd hClwt'en Lht.' Icg', as i') common \\ ilh 
de("apililled hUlials). Se\'cral alilhorities~H ha\t.' (,\)..,nn'(! thai dccapitdtH)I1 i.., mo..,tlreqtle.'ntl\ 
rt.'conlecllll rural ("cmelcries, a pilltern \\hich I", loll()\\l'd hcrt'. wilh the rite onl) Ic«ndt.'d 
111 Ollt' ..,itt.' iI't..,(KliUcd with a major 'iettiemelll- and Ihi"l (lhe .\Jdlt.·..,lcr l10nhern "IuIJlllh..,) OI1t' 

in \\ hi(h urban ~lnd rural (h~l1-d(u:rj"'ti("~ are blell<it'd In 'e\ eral dlnerent aspccts of the.' ,ile.· 
ConH'p"l'h decapitation i ... onl~ "b'l'nt III one rural (.t.·meten. the ,mall group Ii'om Rn<it.-n 
Down..,. rhe incidence of decapitation. whell' pIC,ell1. i~ generalh qUILt' 10\\, ranging from 
( :~( ( (at Bloxham) to l-l /',f of burials (aL CUlhlidge). hut being most ("ol11lllonh in <I range 
110m (1);' 10 IO(,f, It IS notable Ihal Ihe rile Wi!'" \\(·II-Il'!Jrcsented (c l~\(. () in the iat-ge.'''11 nil III 

{('nlt.'Il'I~ of Ihc group. at C",singtoll. \, helt.' I."', e'~lInple", were 1"("conlt-d. 

:.!:\ U Ilug,lIlh.'\lllH.IlII.11 h:allllt." III \lIglll"''!oI"\.OI) ( ... l\t·'t , In/limo/.)III. l :m(19' :H,I09·11 
:.!I Ihid In- iii. 
:.!.-, I loud ,Ind \\ .. hull. op. til IWlt' :l. p . 1(1 . 
2h (., (.I'lIkt·, II", /{0IIU/1/ Ct'IIIt'/I'f) 11I/ ' II/H/lII, ( \\iTltht·,lt·1 "'alud ;\ : PH..' ROIII.III illld Rom,1II \\1Il<ilnlt·' 

JlI II. I ~li9l. 1:\ I· ) . 
:!i 11.11 m.1Il l ' l •• 1.. op. (it. nnlt' ~I 
2'" I ~ l'hilp"lI . op. (·it . nOlt' I:l, p. HI 
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i'.,idenu' 1(11 the u\e of cofTin j\ \\idespread, but onh at Roden Down, \\~i' dll'U.' 

e\ldence th.lt e\ en mterment in Ihe [t'meten \\£1' contained \\ithin a coffin , 1)11 (:(t e\ idt'llu: 
f(')r coOin . apaJt from th()~e of lead (from Crcm map,h, Frilford (at least li\ c), ChulTh Pit:lt., 
and RCKlen Dcmns),2'-1 \\hich \\ould ha\t' been contained \\ithin a \\ooden OUIt." [ullin. 
(onsl. ts of ,1i.11I1., and Iron nails and other finlllg'. Stain"" cKcuning at en)\\ milr,h, Racllt.,\ I 
and II, St,II11011 Ilarcourt and RCKlen Down.,. are usualh· lare, _\1 Roden Dcmus ,I llullllX'1 
of (oOin., \\ert' Identified on the basis of '(arbonised' \\ood. but it is diflicuh to ,ce hcm luf1im, 
\\ould h'l\ e been burnt ", ,;111 wilhoutlea\ ing some trace on the as\(Kiated but ii.l!.,. It j"" mOl e 

likch that, as at Cnm marsh. on broadl) simihlr chalk geolog}. the blad.:.cncd I t.'mi.un"" \\l't e 
of inCCHnpleteh dccOlnposed \\ood. It was presumably such anaerobic londitions hhi( h 
allowed the idelttific.lIlon ofle,ne., ofbox\·\'()od ill one of the coflins from Roden Downs. 

"aile., and otill'l' collin fittings wt'le not always noted in cad~ ex('"\,aIlOn.,, bUI ill 
1,\.slcmauGl.lh-relOlcleci sites examllled mort' recenth it is nmable lhal lhe (Kl'Ul rt'nn~ of 
l~ilils is \'ari.tI>le. and that the usc of mhet (iron) fittings i., rare, being (cllainh nott'e! on!\. al 
Quccnlord Mill.:lll In the Alchestci' nOllhern ~uburbs cemetcl) on" nine olll of:W gra\e'l 
prociuc{'d follin nails. and in se\cral GISC., it was clear (a~ also at ~thall 19Y2 <lnd elSt'" here) 
1 hat these \\t're insulTic-ient 10 h<l\e bcen used in all the l'ofTin Joints, 

·1 hcre was lhus i:l 'driet) of pranice in i1ller111ent. Some bodie., ma\ not ha\(.' het:'n 
fOI1li.lIllCc! in collins at .. II (allClnali,c trC~llmenb are possihle in \0111e GISC" sec helm\-), \\ hile 
mher, ma, hal e been placed in coflins \\ hifh wcre entireh of jointed cOIl,lrunioll \\ ith no 
use of naib 01 olhcr fitllngs, The e\.i~tcnce of o;uch comns, likel) on ~I priori gl olln<", lan be 
dC111onsll-aled from a number of G~es where coffin ~l~tins h~l\'e been recorded \\ ilhout 
.lccompan)ing nails, as fbr example at Radle) II. Some coflins clearly were nailed together, 
\\hile in other ca'es nails nM\ hme been lIsed onh to secure a lid, It i", not (cHain that all 
(oOin'l had lids, though thi.s !teel11!t lile". FlIIthcr evidence fOI the existen{'c ofj()iJ1ll~d (ollins 
come!'! again 11'0111 R .. ,dlt:) II and ~llso from Qucenrord \1ill, where SOIllt.' rccorded ",lull 
posilions .Irt: lonsistent wilh the decl\ of the both in a \oid, i.t' , pre!'!ul11ilhl} III .1 (ollin .:11 In 
!tome GI'll'S this c\idcl1ce 101- post-decolllposition mo\'e111enl of the skull is ass()(iated \\itll 
othel indit"aliOll\ 01 collins, but in other insti.\ll(·es there are no sud, indiGHiollS and the 
slelctal remains themsel\'es prmide the onl" e\-'idence Lhat the\ had original" lain wilhin 
(prc~ulllably) (olnn!'! of Jointed con,tnKUon. 

Large SLOnes arc occasionally recordcd associated with gr':l\C~. o((uning ~ll \1(h"'1tel 
nonhern suburbs. Bloxham, FriHord and possibh Stanton Ilarcoun_ :'\one of the gril\CS 

under (onsicieralJon \\a~ (OmpIClc" lined with such SlOnes. though one of the \khl'''itCI 
gra\c"i had an all11o~t complete lining (of both sides and base) formed oj .,toncs .Illel !;.IIge 
piel'l's of rcused tile, and something similar nM} ha\"{; eXTuned at Fnllorcl. though lhert' is 
IIhuffidem detail in the earliest a(count!l to (on linn thiS. I:.\'<lns, hO\\c\'cr, al'ft:pH.'d thai the 
stones \\ere "ict around the edges of gra\'(~s \\ hich were deep nIL and on the !'!~l1lle aliglll11l'nt 
<l"l the Roman burials but contained '.\nglo·Saxon insignia', He thcrcf(>rl' <1'isignl'd tht.'st., 
bUllals to Iht' ("ol1\ersion penod,:t.! but \\-ilhout defining what the 'Anglo·Saxoli insignia' 
(onsisLCd 01. ,\1 1\J(ht'Slcr. at Icit~l, the stones could h,l\e sened as pad,ing around wooden 
coflin'l, pClhap'l to hold them in pl(l('c within the J..,'·litVe pit while this W~I~ being b<l(J,filleci, 01 

:l9 I hl" ,d .. 11 n(lll' III ,mailci group .. uf bUIIJI .. Ilell (OIl'ildCI eci IH:I'l ", "II( h a~ \billgcilHl (I. \Jlt'n . 
' \hinFc!nll \·illt"\.lrd Rede\C: lopmenl ', .\. \lull. AU/lllt'of. 20 (I~)()I, 7:l,~) . 

. \( R \ (h,unhc.',,,. ~ J 11(.- tatt'· ,md ","h·Rnman (:l·nH.·lt .... al QUl'c:nlmc! 1·.11 m. 1"Hlrdu-",tt·HII1-J h,lmt·~. 
(hun.', ()vmln'IItI.lii (I!lX7). :;L 

31 Ihid, :lb. 
:i:? \..J. h,m ... \ Ruman \·illa at FriUnrci", hrJIIUOl,./nl :l4 (lM)7). :HI 
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they may have served in some cases as a collin subslilLlte, though if so it is clear that this was 
represenlational onl),. At Alchester there was certain evidence of wooden coffins associated 
with three of the six gra\es in which stone packing was present. At Bloxham large .stones 
,",'ere noted 'above" a few of lhe buriaJs, but no further evidence indicating their possible 
function was presented. 

These gra\'cs can be seen as cist burials of Philpou's lype 3, with partial stone lining.33 

Such burials were particularly common in the 'limesLOne belt', and while this and I"elated 
traditions had Iron Age antecedents they appe;:tr to have been much more common in lhe 
..Jlh century than earlier, and of course also occur in the post-Roman period. particularly in 
tht' West Country. The associations of this particular type of cist buriaJ are with both formal 
urban and I"ural cemeteries. though in our region lhe clearest occurrences are in 'smalll.own' 
<.:ontexls. T'he overall associations are both wiLh these and rural sites, a pattern observed by 
Philpoll in relaLion to his type 2 cist gnlVcs, in which the lining is generally complete and 
careful. In either case a broad imerprclation of such grave types as representing 'the poor 
man's stone cofTin'34 is possible. 

\"'hile Ihe use of coffins of \'ariOlls kinds was extensi\'e, therefore, in almost all Ihe 
<.:cmclcrics under consideration at least some burials did not occur within (offin!ot. Such 
bodies could ha\'e been shrouded, but there is no indication of whether the shroud would 
ha\'e been additional to or an alternative to everyda) clothes. Evidence for m ~;tu clOI hes 
fastenings such as brooches and buckles is almost entirely absent. A 2nd-ccntun brooch 
fi-agment reco\'cred from one orlhe gra\'es in the 1992 Asthall cemetery lay abo\-e the bod) 
~tnd \\'as probably accidentally incorporclled in the grave fill. The same cemetery also 
pruduced evidence that one of the burials, of an adolescent, ma) ha\'e been wrapped in a 
dog-skin cape,35 but otherwise posil ivc evidence for clothing of the body [or the journey to 
the underworld, or in anticipalion of Ihe day oi'judgement, is confined to the provision of' 
shoes in a number of cases, here all represcnted by the occurrence of hobnails. This, like the 
in(-idcnce or decapitation, is another wellMknown late Roman characteristic, occurring 
regularly in a minority of burials, though in the Oxforclshjre cemeteries it seems La have 
been less common than decapitation. Doculllentcd examples come from Curbridge (5), 
Radley II (2), Stanton Harcoun, UlTington (2) <-mel Roden Downs. The elll"bridge incidences 
arc reasonably typicaL Here onl) one of the live groups of hobnails was recovered I'rom the 
area oj the feet, lhe others being located acUaccm to the shins in three cases and by the left 
hand in the las1.36 Shoes were therefore not usuall~ worn at the tillle of burial, hUI wcre 
placed separately in the gra\'e. I n (ompari~on at Lankhills, '\' inchester, for example. 
hobnails were l"ecorded in some 151 burials (almost exactly one third of the site total). In 
IO';f 01 cases these were between the toes and in a further 24O/C: they were in the area of lhe 
feet, leaving just avera third afall cases in which the shoes were certainly nOI worn.:n The 
O\'erall incidence of burials with footwear, concentrated most noticeably in central Southern 

:I:~ Philpnu. 01'. cit. nOle I~ , p. 63. 
:\1 Ibid _ 66. 
'\.'J I~ Booth. 1'. . '1. Clark and A Powell.·' Dng Skill frnm \slhall'.lllt.J,lI O\te()arrJUlfo/tIg)·. 6 (1996), 

;lH2- i 
:lll 
:\7 

R.\ Chamben:',oA Roman Seult::melll ~II Cuilllicige', O"t{mil'n..\;a. xli (1976),45. 
C1arl-.e. op, cit. note 26. pp. 153. li!q~{J. 
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E.ngland, has been discussed at length b) Philpou,:lX who sees the rite as essentially rural (the 
Lanlhilb leIllelt!I~) being one of a small number of significant urban exceptions) and 
therefore 'natiye' in origin.39 

GE!\DER A:\D ACE STRLCTLRE rrable 3) 

. rhe 'missing' women from many cemeteries from lale Roman Britain are notorious'HI­
which is to sa\ that it is their absence, rather than the women themselves, \, hich is 
remarkable! Some of the Oxfordshire e\·idence is relevant here, although in mall\" cases 
there is usuall) no clear indication of significaJll imbalance in the occurrence of the sexes. 
Typical example, may be Radle) II, where 24 males, 18 females and 15 (lIllsexed) slIbacllllLS 
were recorded, while at StaJllon Ilarcourt the numbers of males and females were equal. 11 

\1 Cao;;sington and Frilford, however, more significaJll disparities in gender representation 
are apparent. At Cassington 42 males and 22 females were recorded. though Lhe sample 
examined here (71 skeletons) was not the complete collection (o\'er I 10 burials being known 
from this site) and one Illay speculate about selecti\'c reLenLion of skclet.al remains, which 
may ha\'e favoured more robust male ~kelclOn~ "brainst less well-preserved female ones. 
Figures quoted for Frilford suggest an c\'cn morc imbalanced population. "iLh a 
fcmale:malc ratio of I :2.6. The basis for this \'~llue is uncertain, however, and" hile the rmio 
is certainly noL I: I the dispariL) beLween males and females at this site seems to be 
con!;iderabl) less extreme lhan has been c1aimed.42 

Comparable gender imbalances in both rural and urban late Roman cemeteries h3\e 
been discussed by Everton and Leech and b) \\'oodward.-IJ and more widcl) by' Morris," 
but while regularly obsened sllch imbalances are less readily interpreted. Morris concludes, 
howc\'er, that the phenolllenon is 'peculiarly British and peculiarly 4th-cclllul") '.1.1 

3M Ihid. 167-7:l. 
:\!I Ibid, I i I Cf, C. van Driel-~llIrra). ·.-'nd did thme leci in <lnocnt lime ... fcci and shoes as a m<ltt'l'ial 

projection of the M:lf·, in Baker et al., op. cil. note 2. p. I :l2, who pOinLS out lhat many latc Ronl<ln !thoc 
I) pes wcre nOI nailed and would thus usuall) Ica\e no aT-charologic;]1 trace. Shoes may therefore ha\ e hecn 
much more wide!} prO\'ided than the e\idence suggcM\ 

ICJ J. Pearce, ·Buri'l!. Societ\' and Context ill tht' PI()\ill(.iili Roman \\"ol-Id·, in Pearl.t' ct itl., op. Lit. 
nnlc -I, p. H. 

II \1 Hanndll. ··Ihe Iluman Remains', in:\ \ftC,.nin, '\ Roman Cemeten and Trdd,\\a\ at Stanton 
lIarwurt'. ()x(minllla, ,h (1980), 120. 

42 rhe figure of 1:2.6, from unspecified source). i) gi,en b) R.E E'cnon and R. Leech. '"1 he Burial'S', 
in R, Leech. "TIle Ex<.:a\inion of a Romano-B"iti\h Farmstead and Ccmelen on Bradle) I I ill, SomerlOll, 
Somer~t", Bnlanma. 12 (1981),197, and has been repeatcd b~ sCH::ral sub~equent writers. 1 he published 
d((Ollnt~ of "-rilford (see lablc I refs. aboH.') do not permit confidclll distinction of Romano-British from 
the Anglo-Sa:>.on bUl i<tls. but i.I tOl<l1 of {. 135-110 is possible. Of 123 blll ials discllssed by RolleslOll, op. <.:il 
note 22. pp, 479-MO, some 97 were lhoughllO be R()m"lno·Bnnsh Oil the hasis ofarchaeologkal assoc.iatiom 
and (I":<lnial thar'Klerislics. Regardless of the rellabllll\' of the Idlter <.haracteristics, which" erc also of lTlu(h 
Interest to Bllxton (L.H.D. Buxton, 'The Racial.-\flinilies of the Romano-Britons',jnt. of Ramlll! .')lltd. 2j 
(19::~5). 35-50. wllh di'iulssion of Frilford .11 pp. -13-7 passim). the breakclo\\n or the 97 burials was: male!. 
10. fcmales 28. IIldcterminate adult.!; 6, children 23. I he bl'cakclown of r. 175 Romano-Briti~h and Anglo­
Saxon bUrials li!ttcd in the \'arioll'i publications (ignOring references to unrecorded buri.tls, such 'IS those in 
the quarry edge indlGHcd b~ Buxton (L.II.D. Buxton. 'Fxca\-i.ltlom ill hilford', Allllq".jll1. i (1921), 90) is: 
mak's 70, fl' males 53. indeterminate (?adults) ? 16, children ?36. 

I~ t:\,cllon and Lcech. op, cit. note 42; A.B Woodwiud. 'Dis<:ussion', III Farwcll and Molle!.on, op. CIt, 

nOle 17, pp. 222-3. 
1-1 I. \forris. /JIalh-nlllfJl muJ SOCIal Sinulurf' In Cia(\lwl hit/quit\' (1992), 82-8. 
lS Ibid. 88 
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~egregall()n of male and female bunab, Wllh une\'en represemalioTl resuillng from 
CXCil\, .. lIion of small samples of (emeten populalions, may be a faclOr, but if this was a 
universal explanation there should be more examples in which females are bene I' 
represcmed I han males. Such ca'es are rare, ho\\'c\cr. 

A liule more can be said about lhe age nlnge of burials in these cemeteries, lhe prinCipal 
isslle rai ... ed relating to the represenlatioll of children, whether infants (for present purpo,es 
r(lTlging Ii'om peri· and neonate~ up to Ihe age of r 2 years) or older. The frequem 
O(TUtTt.'Il(C ofhurials ofthe former catcgOl) in s{'ulement (ontexts is "ell known and is seen 
\'CI") dearly in Ihe region althe dlla of Banon Court Farm. Ilarman obsen'es, surel) rightl), 
Ihal 'this "losL' sellion of the population group rareh got a~ hlr as the cemctery' .. Hl rhe 
relativc absence of child burials at Curbridgc, Radley I and I J and Stanton Harcollrt was 
noted by Ilarman. 17 The only infants recordcd at Curbridge were two infants associated 
"ith ~111 ~Iduh female and .suggested to be l,,,ins dying, along with the mother, at birth. HI The 
mothel and twins were placed in the lInlisuallv deep gra\'e mentioned abo\'e. This raises the 
que~tion of whether this distinnion was a con~equen(e of the status or the woman in life - in 
whifh rase her possible high status (inferred from the \'cry deep gra\'c) might ha\'e 
prompted the otherwise unusual OCCUITcncc ofiJlf~1Ilts within the cemetery .. \Jtcrnf.lti\'cly the 
depth or the gra\'e might ha\'e been relaled to Ihe tin;ulllst<.lm;es of death, bUl in a socicl) 
with hlir'" high mortality rates bmh f()l infant~ and for women at childbirth furthel 
examples of this sort of association might be expectcd in the region, \\ hereas in fan the, arc 
rare (one possibh premature infant ,\a.s buried '\lth an adult female al Queenford F:'lIm). t~1 

rhe Queenrord Farm cemeten contained a 'high proponion· of child burials, a situation 
contrasted by Harman with that at Curbridge, Radley I and II and Stanton IlarfOUrl.:;f) 
Inhlllls and older children were quite "ell represented at Alchester northern suburbs and 
Asthall 1992 (though the tOLal sample from the Iauer site is \'ery small), so it is possible that 
this representation is a charaneristic of cel1lcterie,> a ... sociated \\ ith 'u rban' lathcr than rural 
sites. \Vhilc the figures are suggesli\'c thelt.' is as yct inslifTicient c\'idcllce for this 10 be 
demollstrable dearl). howe\'er. 

The relatively small size or the -;amplc from most ... itl's, particularl~ once this it.; brokl'll 
down imo 5·, ear age range groupings, mdk{!~ detailed disrussion of \'ariation in age patterns 
of Ii Ilk ,alue. rhe one aspect that docs elllergc filitly clearly is thal, e\'en in sOllle relaliH'I) 
small ':.amples, lhere tends to be beut'I representation of males in the 0\'er·15 ~Ige bracket. 
Ihis i, mOt.;t noticeable at Qucenf<>rd 'Iill, thc largest sample, where almost half the 
IdemifiJble male skelelOlls were aged 45 and O\er, while just under 209C: of females \\ere 
assigned lO this range. E\'en if the skeleton., assigned to the adult (unspecified) catcgon ~Irc 
(otlllled - these ',el-e a higher proportion of lhe f('Jllale LOtal Lhan of lhe male towl - older 
adults still arcollnt ror less than one third of the female skeletons rrom the sill'. Ilannan 
plau.,ibh identific~ death associated with dil1ifulties in childbirth as one factor ,\hkh 
(oJ1tlibutes to thi~ disparil).·"il 

III 'I Il,tllllall, 'I he I{uman Rt'm.Jin ... FXGI\i.lll'c\ in I!I~ I'. in (:h<llllben, op. (il. notl' 30. p. GO. 
17 Ihid. III 

'" \1. 11,1rI11.m, 'Ill(' liulIlan Remain ... ', LII (,h,LLLlhu ... , op. lil. nott' J6, p. 19 
19 11,1t man, op. lit n()le 16. p. 110 
~In Ihid 
~II Ihid 
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GR.\\ I:. GOODS 

(,r.ne good art; not particularh common in the majorit) of the ccrncteric~ under 
di"'<,u"l~ion. 'hoe ha\c alreacl\ been cOIl',idered a an a'lpcct of lhe clothing of the de.ld. 
Other Ilerns ellfoumered fall main I) under l,\O heading~; tho~e related w the adornmenl of 
Lhe bod). , .. h(,lh('r specific<llh a ... pall of the bllli~11 lite 01 a~ repre~enljng normal 
aHoutremenh hU<il as comb~ ~lI1d other jc\\cllerv). and those which ma, be ')ct.'n <t'l 
a((:ompanl1l1Cnl~ on the jounH~'\ to the undennlrld. of , .. hich coins and pollen are the mO'lt 
common examples. Combs are one of the more regularl) occurring object (vpes, though 
numericall) they ~Ire still vcr) ~Guce. rhe\- <Ire recorded at CrowlTIarsh, Frilford, Queenford 
~Iill. White Ilorst' Ilill and Roden Downs. AI Queenf()rd Mill a single comb wa~ the only 
ft.·nain objecl deliberately infCupor.llcd within an excavated grave. and hele Its position. «I 
the back of the head, suggests thal it Wit, worn rathel than being deposited as 'Hl 

a((ompan\lIlg gra,c good. 
Other item, ofjc\\'cllcq or personal adornment are enn>tlOlcred on"- occasion~,II~. 1'01 

t'x.llnple a single copper allo) bracelet was lht.' onh stich objeCl from the .\khester nonhern 
~ubul'bs cemetery and a t\\ iltted copper ~11I()y \ .. irc anklet occurred similarly in tilt, 1992 
extil' .uion ... at '-\thali. Shale and copper allo\ bracelcts and it bead necklace were fOllnd in 
a fhild burial at Radley II. and ~lI1other inhumation from the <i;alTIe site produced a bone pin 
\t Bloxham a copper alloy bracelet, a penannular brooch, a ring and a coin of \'alen, , .. ere 
{()lind together near grave \;j. but the qualil) or eXG.wation al this ~ilC means that lhe 
significance of Ihe as"iociation is unclear and it i~ unccllain if these objcte, were thought to 

belung to the bunal. to another otherwi ... c unrccorded. or were simply stray finds I ht.' 
bracelet. howe,'er. would be quiLe in keeping , .. ith lhe OIher t'\idencl' f(lr objects ofthi'll)pc 
in hut" Roman gra\es in the region and probably derived Irom a grave. 'I he significance of 
Iragmentar) iron objects in one gra\'c each OIL Radlq' II and Cro\\'marsh is ullCerLain, though 
thc ()I~ject at Radley. a hoop, was possibly 11'0111 a small wooden vessel or container. 

Coins are amongM the more rrequent ~pa\'e good lypC~, but their o(:(urrcnce is quilt' 
\'ariable and the) are completel) absent from 'It','eral ccme«:'ries, including' AsllYille, ASlhaJl 
1992, Curbridge, Queenford \fill and Church Piece, \\'arborough, though the eXC<l\atcd 
,>amplc of the lasl of lhe~e is so 'tll1allthal the absence of loins here. while likely on the basis 
of the general character of the (elnetery. fanllot be regarded as conclusive. In those 
cemeteries \\ here they are present .and for , .. hich there arc rea\)onabl) reliable data coins can 
D(nll 111 up to 20lk of gra'l's, ahhough the) arc more commonl) present in less than IOC:( 
I he exception is Roden Downs. , .. here i of lht.~ 10 gnnes produced coin\), with a 100ai 01 ~lO 
[oin, and a range of 2 to 9 (oins per gri.l\,(~. '\ here prc"lenl. This cemetery is dearh 
exct.'ptional, but the occurrence of multiple coins 111 graH's is not unique to Ihis site. the ITIO~t 
()b,iou~ parallel being that of a gra\'e at Radle) I which also produced 9 coins, \\ rapped in 
linen doth. Ihe placing or coin~ in a containel ilt also e\'idenced or suggeMed at Roden 
Om .. n~. F'rilrord and \\'hile llorse Ilil1. In one burial at Roden Downs il was suggested that 
Ihe five coins rcc·o,,"ered. two of which were apparenlly lound in the moulll, may originalh 
hi:l\c b<.'en contained in a leather purse laid on the f~tce of Ihe deceased. a practice also !loled 
.11 Frilford.:;2 AI Roden Downs, where pr('servation conditions seem 1O ha\e been 
eXfcplional. the pl .. tfing or coins in (l purse 01 bag. usuall) or leathel. wa ... quile common, ,\1 

52 Iluod ,)nd \\-'.lllOn op. cit IWlt" ~. p. ",1) (Roden Do\\ n.,): Rnllt",inn . ()p. cit. nOle 11. p. "27 ' f-IIllord ). 
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\\,hllt.' Ilor",e 11111 olle gran' produfed I (oi".., 'pla(ed IX'l\\cen the (heek ~lIld the Jil\\.., .... 

\\lappc.:ci in Iclt-II ke materia!'.:i:' an <x.:nItTCIlU,' \\ hich ('(hocs both the u ... e of cloth at Radle) 
1 and the positioning of coin") 011 the fafe ~Il RIKlen Do\\ n\ and Frilforcl, I n ~,II, fj, e of Ihe 
\kek-lCHl\ at Whitl' flor..,e Hill cxca\ated in tht· 19th fC11lUI~ "ere noted a.., h.ning ("(Jill' in 
Iht, mOlllh. hUllht'l"t' are no mht'l clear In,lann', ofthi., pra(lite in the region 

lht, on" othel ..,ignificant grftu' good 1\ pt' "a~ poltt'n, In almost .tll ca.scs (\\ilh the 
oh\iOlI\ t'xn'ptiol1 ofnemation II In.." a ... fOllnd at .\. ... th<lll and R:.tdle\ I I) the ... e were chinking 
\t·\\d .... mo\1 (ol11l11onl, beakcr ... of Oxf()rd ... hin.' (olour-(oatt'd ware. and ()fcUlTed ... ingh, \t 
(:Im, IlMI,h. a H'\..,d in one of lwo gra\c, produfing beakcr... wa ... in a grl'~ c()ar~c \,art' filbr!( 
(Ihe ,ignifjcanu' of a coloUr-(Oaled ware ba"le in it third gla\{' here i~ ie!'ls clear - thi!'l tould 
ha\<.· bcen a Gt!'lual inclu!'lion 111 Ihe gray(, fill ). \..0., with (0111' the OCCUITCII(C of potler~ i, 
ill(On""ICnll.l(To",S Ihe region, lind on" at Radle) II , "hen: 7 inhumation" and:i crematlolls 
had "-I"Isotiated beakers. (ould Ihe\ he de..,<.1 ibl'c! a") modl'ralC:" frequent. Iherc \\ere ,ingle 
(',ample ... of [olour·coated warl' beal..ers 01 fompi.lrab lc {()JIllS at Ash"ille. " 'hi te Il ol'st' Ilill 
~111c! Roden Down .... the yes~el <II thi, letSI 'He.: ou.:utTing in th(.' ..,ingle lead-lined conin lherc. 
Ont' problemati( !'Iile with regard to pouen is Hloxham. '\ here yessel, were said to ha\(' 
hecn a,socimcd perhaps with il' nlilJ)\ a, ("ight hlll-iat.... In Iwo cases these arc reported <IS 

hanng ·tuilled to du,t' when ItIm'cd.:'i1 BOlh Ihe ... e and two other ,,"esse).., of \\ hich ol1h one 
or I\HI ,herds ... un iyed appear to have been in reduted fahlin, and it ma\ be that the.l' \\CH:' 

,Iwnl, in(idl'ntalh incorporated in the gran' fil" ratht'J Ihan gray e g()od~, \ (ompktt' 
(hlord [Olollr·foated bOld of Young l\ pe ex I. dated 10 Ihl' hh (:entun.~I:1 \\a.., {(wnd do"e 
l'lHlltgh to gril\l' i to be mcntioned in Ihe gra\e iml'ntor) <lnd i!'l assumed to ha\'e been 
ass()<.iatcd "jth il. Fhewherc at Ihis site it(,llls on" li ... ,ed ill the pottcr) (atalogue a.., beillg 
found 'ncar' mht'l graves (annUl be reg.ud(·d a.., grave good ... hce abo\-e), 

Ou'rall, lhelt'I()I"e. Lhe c\idencc lor pOll1'1~ ,('s'lels a.., gra\(~ goods is quile fon~i~u:J1I 
(he!';e were lIsualh Oxford colour-[oated ware \·e, ... els ancllhe majorit\ w('r(' of beaker 01 

dO'l<"I) related ftn-IllS, The lise of drinking 'l"'l<.'l'l as Cln (l«"ornpanimenl on the journc) 10 

till' underworld 'lcem" clear. Other liquid (omainers. ~lIl'h as lhe fhlgons which on lined 
legul.lrh for l'Xillnple in the CClllelcn .It I.ankhill" \\'i nche'llcr. ·?U are nOlabl<.' h\ lheil 
abst'nn'. In the (hford reg-iOlI Ihl' pOl ten ("(lillponeni ol"lh<.·I"te Roman burial as\emblag<.'. 
If required at all. \\<LS reduced 10 the single t' ...... enlial clnlll..ing vessel. It l11a~ be nOll'd that 
nOl1(,' of the (l'melet it's undel cJj..,(u,sioll hcre h", produu'd .tn, e"idel1u' of gla ... ' \e ...... eh, 

LlIRO'OLO(,\ 

It has been Implicit in lhe di,eu ... sion '0 lar lhal Ihe inhumation remelerie.., undl't 
ton"deratloll ,tn' later Roman. 1.(.', broad" of :\rcl· to Ith-(t'11lun date. III IlI1t, ,\Jth Ihe 
gem:r .. d uend for inhumation to bCfome Ihl.' dOJl1I1MIlI burial rite in Ihi') pt'liod.:ii 

l nf()1wnaleh. hO\\c\'t:r. the O ... lord'lhirc.: l" idt'lul' i ... :.11'0 (oll'li ... tclll wilh the broad pattcrn 
Ir011llhe re't of Ihiwin in ih bel.. of\\ell·dall'd :\l(I·n'ntllr~ blirial,,;,~IH \\'hile the -tth-(ellllll'~ 

-.:I J B_ D<I\i.., .lUd I I hurnam, (."11/1111/ R"/(Ullllat [kIll/mImI/I (llltl (Inf nlJlifl1l.1 III tht' Iklll/l 01 IIIf IIhflng111111 
(/1/(1 It,," I1III(J/Jl/lIl1/1 III JIlt' !jlll/Ih 11/,,: 11',1/' Iwlil"rl °1111,'11 111111'1 rt'llUl,t/I, 1'(1/ /I 1>[111(1 (III" [)(IOIPI/fI//1 (I H(.:l), I 

·11 \\ ~,I h.night.' \ Rumano·lillu,h ~lIl- ,It 810,h.II11. Chun:. (hlltlll'f/IW. iii (I ~tHH. lIi-; 
~.·I ( J Young. Ihr 111l111t/1l P"un"\lIlllw o.\lmd Ut'gtOIl (U\R 1~111 ""(:t n, 197;). Ifill 
,II \I Fulionl.' PolI(:n \"1.'",,<,+;, III (.I.II\..e, up, 111 1101<.' ~W, p, ~:!1 
"Ii RLJ- jOllt''''' ·ClclIldlion and Inhumation (h,LIl,l.!;t'lIlllw Ihud U'nIUf\", in \ h.InK ;lnd \1 Ikni,l.!; 

(l·ck). f II,. !fullum Hi-II III JI,l' 71lml ( 1'111111"\ (It\R..., I C1~) _ 19,'< 1 t. 1 ~l-I!J 
'1." I'hilp"tl. np_ ot 1101t" U, p. ~:!~, 
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pm.llion. hl'lt' a d\c" here. is rdatin.''' deal. Iherefc)u~, it I') much Ie ... ., certain al "hal point 
111 tht, :3rd lcntun Inhumation '"d''' '''Ide'' Lldopted. 01 indeed if thb , .. a, nOI ~llll1O'1t l'l1ll1('."" 
a Ilh-cc11Iul\ phenomt'non. Whell' pn.'~enl. daldble material. , .. hether grave goocb or mht'l 
1It'l1h accidental" in(Olporatcd in ~Til\t' fill ..... Ippean 10 be (:on~i ... tent" of the hh (e11l1ln 

1111''1 I') de.lr" "'0 in the ca~c orrum..,. Coin' \\t'll' rc:("()\cn:d from the lcmcte.-ie .... H .\lche ... tl·t 
1101 thern ... uhur!> .... Cnm manh. Frilford. Radlt:\ I and II. St.lnton Han-Olin (:, id .. N Ground. 
\\'h ilt' 1101 'It' Hill and Roden nO\\n'l ,lI1d perhap, Bloxham. In e\en ("<1 "It' \\here 
Identificauon I ... ,ecure Ihe coins al C;' urthe 4th (C;'nllll\ and eI ... ewhcn', a, al \\'hilt: J lorst' Ilill, 
Ihi ........ cern .... almost cenain. Ihe ab ... t'nn· of Jalt·, :3rd-u'J1I uI '~ (oin .... i ........ triking. 

Daling hi.P,ed on pOllet \" i, Ie ...... pre("i~e, and in lhe [<"t' of gr.ne.., daled b\ till' oUlIrn.'nu.' 
(If Oxfc:>rd .... hire [olour-foated ware i.1 mid :~ Id - Ie) lth-u.'n llll} dale range nuhel Ihan a slri(lh 
llh-n:'!llun on(' i ... lh('olclicalh pos..,ible. I he 1110 ... 1 ("()l1111l0n [oloUr-coall'd \(''iscl I~p(,' 

t'lt(outllereci in CClnelen cunle"\l"I, ho\\t.'\CI. i ... the pt'nlil'e-muulded beaJ..er Clnd rt.'laled 
101111 .... l'ithl" in full si/c or millldtllll' \ tT,ion ... -,,! '\ont' of the rormer group .11 (,' thought II. 

d.lIe bC£()l"e .\() 270 and the ialler group can probabh all be a~signed to the -l lh (t.'Tllun. t'\l'T1 
if the ..,ugge ... lt'd dale of AD :l90-·100 for om' pallifui<1I I)pl' (C102, found, fc» t'xamplt·, .Il 
Radley II) i .. probabl~ O\'er pl-eu .. t.,.hU Ihe one (ertain" identifiable \e ... se! from the 191h­
ct:nlun e"\.(a\ati()n~ al While Ilor..,e J lill i of i.l 1\ pl·hl elaled after f . . \[) :HO. (:lIlllulali\d\. 
thl'l cfc.re. the a\ ailablc polten t:\ iclen<.:<.' al .... o .... ugge ... t ... -Ith-("l'ntun rather than ('.Idiel d~llc", 
101 the gril\c ... \\ hich ha\'c a ...... ociated H· ...... ck 

Dating the lalest phi,ses of the ... e (cl11t'teril'''' i ... often ciif1icult. .\.1. ilhcad~ cli ... ( w,..,cd, thcll' 

lire fe" (;I..,C .... \\ here ..,equence ... 01 IT1lernllling grme ... (all be u ... ed to definc an e"\.tended 
(hr()n()log~. and (at presem) no 111'11'II1(e'l \\ Ill'l t' slighl \ariationlii III gran' alignment and 
olhcr critt.'ria h.ne been used to "' and e~l.i.lhli",h ",u((e""';nc phases oluse "illllil particu);u 
ll' lllt'lCrie ... E~tablishing the tcrmillal datc i ... lhll .... larg<.'" clt-pcndcll! upon thl' IlIllucd ~p"'IH' 
goods. and on coin~ in particul,lI. Coin.., of tht, Ilou ... e of Valcntinian (pnntipalh of Ille 
pt'liod\D :Hi l<n8) arc reiati,,'" UH111l10ll, hut later cojn~ Cln: rarl'. rellt,( tin~ gencral 
pilllel n ... 01 10..,.., a(n)~~ Roman Bllt ~lIn a~ .1 \\ hole. J here are a le\\ in ... l<lI1U ...... of bunal, 
<.l\..,ocialec! with \'ery laLl' Roman loin .... ho\\(:'\·l' ... of whith the most ~lriJ..ing i .... all illhul11i:uioll 
frol11 Frilford excavated in 1937, '<.I f()OI <lbO\(.' <lnd b('hind the skull' of \\ hidl I.n it hoard of 
:1 1 coin ... . 'i:! ll1o"'ll~ of the House of I heodmiu .... and ~1"''''lgn<lble (in tcrlll.., of " .... ue) to the l'l,t 
det~tde of the 4th ccntun, though on the b .. ..,i, of th(' degree 01 wcar on tht· tojn~ iL \\jH 

""UJ.n,\·c"IIed lhal the hoard 'cannol 11<I\e beell bUried before abouI\D 1--10 '.1'·\ \\'hlle il is 
lJO ..... iblt' th.u Ihe hoard wa'i depo .... ilNI "'Uh'll'qllC'llt In Ihl' burial and was 11m ""otialed with 
it. i.t dirl'« a ..... ,Ki<ltiot1 \\<1"> dliiliiUJ11cd in Ihe ori~inal publitatinn. The 'general' (oin find ... frol1l 
tltl' 19:37 t'"\(~I\"lli()n ill the Cel11elen .lrt·a ,II lrilJ(nd al'lo contained i.I high ploponion of 
I hc()do~ian I"Isucs.tH 

rhl' h iil()rd e\·idenn' theref{nt' ... uggcsl~ that bUlial \\ a .... probably laking- pldrt' in Lhl' 
(l'IllCICn 11110 Ihe e.ilrl~ 3th n::nllli \. ['hi.., i ... no morc than might he e"\peul'd. but Iht, 
... lIu.lllon «ttl r.lle" be demon.tr.lted \() dealh. One Cl'Il~1I11 eX~lmple 01 a bUII.11 ~I'I'Io("1~lIed 

~II) ,"oun/{.np. lli. noll' .U. t\PC' C,U-(:U ;Inri (IOI.IOfilnpC:UI\l·h 
hO Ibid. 171. ll. P liomh , \. Bo,h' ,l1ui (. I). f.,.(·l·\ill.·\ i{nIlMuo-Blili!lh Kiill Sill" al I.C)\\l·1 1',11111. 

'uIll'h'UII (:oUlll'nd\, <Iud other ,He .. on ,hl' DicitOl In (hlnrrl,lIld Woollon 10 \hingdoll \\<lll'l IIl,UIl". 

ChI01(hhirc·'. (htJWd/llil. hiii ( 1993). HU. 
III ,"OUII/{. flP (il. n()lt' .-,.;. I'I>C (:U~ 
I...! .l.S. P Uldcllnro and R.C •. GO()(KI( hlld. ""\t,l\,lliun,.tt ~I illmcl. Ikd .. ,. I ~n7-H' OVJ/lIt'1I'/ll. 1\ (1 ~I.\!I). ·,Ii 
h.\ (" 11.\ . SlIIht"r1ancl, ·Coin,·. in ihid ,Ii:-,. 
hi Ibid. III 
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\\ nh late Itll- i.lncll'\t:1l ci.lrh :;th-fcntuq' coins (KCtll' ~ll Ri:lIlh Ilill.'i~ Ihough thi, j, nOI hom 
.1 \\dl-dt:lint'd (l'l1lt'le,). \.1 Qucenlol"ci \fill , DOl'cheMt' I. a dillelcnl t)PC of t'\idt.'ncc I' 
ill\'ohcd. Ill'll' <t number of radioGubon datc~ ~ugge~l thatlhl' lise of the u.'l11l'lel') Ihrough 
die 5th fenltll, \() pelhap~ into the earh 6th.flli 'm slirprisingh these ddtt.·s ha\{' been 
rt.·garcieci \\ II h S( l'plKism in sOllle qllatlt'rs. but thell' ... ('ellls 1\1) particulat It: ,I ... on 10 regard 
thelll as 1IIl1di,Iblt·. If I~Ik('n at hlCf..· "tlue. hO\\e\'fT. Ihest.' dall's do ... uggt· ... t J \t'n ullusual 
paUtTn (ol11)MIt'd to the ('oll\entional late-Roman (huing 01 tht., other ll·l11t·tl'lIt:~ undet 
cli ... cu ...... lon Yt'll1 111<1\ l>t' Ihat lht, apparcntl~ di ... tin('ll\'l' lh.Ili.lOt:r of DOIdu.·su:r 111 til(' t.'<.II" 
,')th centlln \\a ... ""t .. lilled throtlgholll the reSl of the tt:I1lUI") and allo\\ed the: IlMintt'l1am:e 
f)1 .111 orcicl I, lc,,'l1lett.'r\ of latt' Roman (presumabl\ Chnsli~tn) char.Kter. II ic" lInlikd, Ihat 
IIlI'~ (-eIllC:lc,,'n C.\11 ht.· rtgarded <1' l)pical of lhe region. though lunhcI t'\ldl'nn', IX)lh in 
(onfinndllol1 (Ol otht'l\\i...,e) of Ihe: Dordlcslcr dates and in c,,'xalllination of olher appal(.'Tlll~ 
Ith-li.·11l1ln (l'llll'tcrie ... is cenainh de\irable. 

()thl'\ asptos 01 '(Ol1tinllin' of latl' Roman (cmeteril'''' h.\\ c: heen dis(lI .... ~t'd d l'when' and 
nel'd 11()( ht.· \t'lll'i.l1 ,eel here in detail."i; It suflices to note thaltht.' .\.ltht:stt·r nOlthl'ln ... ubllrbs 
It'llletc:n \\.IS ",ufn'eeleri h, a nearh\ group of burials of similar charaner, though less 
regular aliKn1llt'IlI, \\ hich po ... l-datt·d Ihe infilling 01 Ihl' diu-h whi(h hi.leI fC)1Illt.'d the 
... ollthl·l n bOIlIl<iill\ of the (el1lelt'1'~ in the 4th (entlll). I It(' ditlh fill ('()1ltainccl t'all~ Saxon 
pow.'n. litis dot· ... 1101 clt'lllon ... tr.tle that Ihe main cC1l1cl<.'ry h(,r(, was laler ill date.' than the 
Ith n:ntut\. bltl Ihl' lontillUil\ of burial tradition inlo tlit· 'earh Sa\.on· pc.·rind has been 
taken 10 slIgf.,!;e"'l SOlll(.' contllllllt~ of a Romano-British c.:omnHlllit\. preslIJllahh v.ell IIllO the 
.llh lentury. alheil \\ ilh some reitr\i.uion o/lhe fC)flTlal ... ep"ralion (,1 (emetcry and sl'uleml'm 
~Ireas. rhe ah..,t.'Iltt., of detailed e\idelllt' 101 tht' rel.llionship of late ROIll.tn and 
"'lIPl~ril1lpo,ed \nglo-Sil\.on gTan'S at Frill<nd is panintlal'h t11l10l11l1li:\l('. hut on'rall there 
i ...... ulTirit·nt l'\ I(kmc to hint that uHltilluation of u,e (II (1111 n'I1lt.'t('rie.., into tht.' .llh n.'ntlll \ 
i\ at I(:a ... t po ...... iblt' ill ... ome ra!':ies. ,md \t'1"\ likeh 111 (JIll' 01 1\\0. QU('t.;'nford \1111 It'mains 
l'xn:pwmal, IHI\\"('\ c,,'1 

On pn.~ ... t'1ll e.'\ Idl'I1U' no R()rn~1Il lClllclelle ... , a~ oppo\ed to IIIdl\ lei 1Ii1 I 01 H'I\ ... lI1all group ... 
of hllll~l!.... .In· ul11ficil'llth idelltified in Oxford"ihirt: bdOll' tht.' -llh U'11l1l1\ \D. rhi.., 
1't.'111'l1kahle fat I i ... pI e,umahh an <lfUdCIll of di ... coH·n. "'1 lin.' suhslillltiill l',II" Roman 
qnc",ul11ahh (It'million) fcmc(cries might be e\.pcut'd to h~t\l' bCl'1l " ...... oci.lIt·d .11 It'<1\{ \\lIh 
tltt· 1l1Cl)Or 1l1l<1t.-<I1c,,'d sl'ulement ...... ulh ..... _\khestcr and J)ollht· ... tl·l. hUI Ih<.' .,bsellu' of c"ufh 
l'\idl'llcl' 111<.·I\IIS that Iht: nalure ol·IHlrial in the region in till' (,<I11ie1 ROIIl<ln 11c,,'tl()d is lar~el, 
lI11klll)\\n eXtl'pl for Indi\ldlial In'tanrl'~. LOGll Iron ' \Kl' hlilial tradlti()I1s Illlllllkd the 
plallng 01 Ihe dt'ad ill te~ttllres Sl1( h a ... pits within ",ettlt.'ll1l·l1t ... at sites lilt' {~ra\'ell, Gu~ 
(Stanlon II"noun). but surh · ... perial' 01 SlnlClurcd dl·pO ... ltS \\l'll' not I1cft'",scll'lh a ... tandard 
"ppro.u, h to di"'po ... al 01 the dead. Retenth a group 01 unanompallil'eI l nnu_-hed 
IllhUltllltlClIt ... 1101ll \alnlOn. situall'dJu,"" oliiside the (Ontl'mp()lant.·Olh sl'ltkllH'lll. hi!'" been 
elated to thl' 11011 \gl· ..... ~lIld II has hl'en "'Uf,{gc ... tt'd Ihat ... lIth .111 Ol'(lIll'enll' 111i.1\ h.l\(.' heen 

h-, (11.\ .... ulht·ll.lncl. \ Iht·oc!Il ... I.II1 .... iht·lllo.ndlnllnR.llmllill' Inliq~ . .I/J/.~()IIIII(}I. I~I-) 
116 (h.11I1I)(·, .... 111', ell, Il"ll' In. PI>_ ~):-;.. 11:\ . 

h- I- t.:', IIt·III~.\IId Hood .. op_ til. nfllt· I. pp, I~H·~). 
h~ t.. lin. \.1\.1\). ....... lIul \_ Hmlt, hon \\.:.t· Inhumaliull HIIII.I!....11 \'.11111011. (hloltl ... hiH' hlltlfUty 

i:~ IC'~~IJ, -1.~)I.h~ 
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more common than was previollsly bclic\'cd. I-iu\\'c\'er, there i~ dS )ct no c\lclence that thi\ 
rile \\'~ t\ pical o[ the hon Age of the region. :\cn:J theless \uch a tradition could have 
sunl\'ed, alongside other~. into the early Rom.lI1 penod, since \\c do nOl 'ice in the O,[ord 
region an) significant evidence for the introduction ola sOlllh-eastern 'Belgic type' tradition 
of cremation burial in the late Iron .\ge. The well-known \\'atlingLOn burial,fi9 \\'hith i\ 
unlikely to ha\'c preceded the Roman tonquest b) more than ,I Ie\\' decades at mOSt (and ma\ 
possibh haH" been post-conquest), i"i Ihe exception that pn)\'e ... lhe I-ulc. 

Il can be argued therefore that C1"emation wac; not a rite \\ideh establi!'>hed in the region 
before the Roman period. and that this ma\ help to explain the I-clalivc paucit) of 
ncmations in the region in the I st and 2nd centuries - on the basis lhal cremation ma) ... till 
ha\'e represented an alien tradition for most people in the region. rather than being p.lIt of 
a 'cu ltural pad,age' which had already been wken on board, as funher south-ca-;t. before the 
Roman conquest. In rural -;eltlemems, in particular. the relati\-e ilwisihility of buriab 
through much of the Iron Age is argu~lbl)' m~linUlined until the later Roman period. 
\uggesting lhat pre-conqueM bUl"iallradilions. whether of'Yarmon type ' or (more likely) in 
some other fashion. probabl) remained in practife. It remains {rue of lhe earh Roman 
penod in our region , as e!se\\here in Britain, that 'we simph clo not know how most 
Romano-BriLOlls were buried at th~1I time' .7o Cremation ma} have been seen as a di~linctl} 
'Roman' rite , the adoption or rejeclion of which \\as a choice governed largely b\ social and 
deeply-embedded cultural factors. 

It !'leem~, therefore, that 'Romanisation' of buri~ll practice b('yond the major nucleated 
scttlements onl~ became widespread towards the end of the Roman period, at a time when 
inhumation W£lS becoming firml> established as the principal (but not the only) burial rile in 
the region, This inference has also been drawn in )tudies of other parts of the north-westcnl 
prm-inces of lhe empire. 7 ! rhe a\·ailable e\'idenee points to the .... th cemuT), rather th~1Il 
carlier. as the period of origin and (fOl the most pan) use of QUI' cemeterics. but this should 
nm be acc('pted uncrilicalh . Is it possible, (or example. that deposition of (dated) gnwc 
goods. particuh:uly coin), wac; i:I chronologically restricted activity and that burials cOlllaining 
such items con~tituted 0111) one or two phases in a longer continuum or late Roman burial 
practice?72 Currenth this does not seem likely, but such possibilities need 10 bc considered, 

E\"cn in thelth celllu!"}, howc\"er, there was no single normathe burial rite in the Oxford 
region. This is shown mOSI clearly by the occurrence of some Cl'em~Hion) and could abo be 
indicated b)' the presence or prone and decapitated burials, which Illay mark quite 
.... ignifici:llll departures from 1;1lt.'-Rolllan inhumation 'orthodox,', Equalh. the appearance in 
the region of relati\'el~ wcll-defined cemeteries, deady limitcd 111 terms of chronological 
range. may also ha\'c been a phenomenon of limited c;ignifican(e in other re-;peets. Tnerc is 
no certainty that the cemcterie'!' discussed here. plus comparable undiscmcrcd examples. 
~lCc011lmod,-IlCd the entire populations of the settlemc11lS with whit:h the> were associaled. A~ 
~"rcacl) indicated. the nonnatin." bm·i.!! rite (particularly for rural communities) in the CeUI} 

Roman period , as for the Iron l\ge. was pr(}babh one which lea\'es lillie or 110 

i-Hchaeologically delectable trace. -I hc late inhumation cemeteries nM) ha\e come to 
represent the nonnati\'c rite for the region in the Ilh centul), but even here other (low 
visibility) rites ma\ ha\'e persisted. Clear-cut distinctions of charaCler can be seen. [or 

li9 II . (.a~e. '\ L.He Bdgi<. Uuri;'ll OIL \\'d1iinf.{toll , Oxon', ()\(Jnll'll\;rI, niii (!9;;8). U9-1:!. 
70 R. F.J. jOIlC:', 'Culllllal Ch;-lIIge in Roman Blilain·.111 R.L.J.Joll(,s (e<i.).llolJlfl1l En/ill'" NUl'1Il Trnul, 

(I9!)I).117 
7t Pearce. up. (il n()({'IU. p, :\. 
72 Cf \loni\. Clp. ut. nnl(' II. p. 2;). 
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example, in contemporary burials at siles such as Ashlord (NonhanLS) and Ilchestcr 
(Somerset), At both siLes small, 'managed' cemeteries and distinctly different 'backland' 
burials are probably exactly COnLcmporall.73 Such distinctions may have originated in 
religious belief or other aspects of social or economic MalliS, but a simple inference thal 
backyard burials (or burials in and beside other archaeological features in a rural context) 
are an a prim1 indicator of low status is not sustainable. J list as the presence of 'managed' 
cemeteries at these sites did not preclude a rather different approach to the disposition of 
burials elsewhere around these settlements, so other more conservative approaches to 
di~posal of the dead might equally have remained in practice. Closer integration of cemetery 
and contemporary settlement sttIdie , in particular consideration oflhe correlation between 
developmenls in burial practice in the context of changes in seltlement ch~lracter and 
patterns, may help to shed further light on this question. 7'1 

The main characteristics of the late· Roman cemeteries or the region are reasonably clear 
and the data allow categorisation of the known sites in several ways. One of the clearest 
dislinctions is between rural and 'urban' cemeteries - or at least, those associated with the 
larger nucleated settlements, On present evidence it is only in (some of) the latter that formal 
provision of defined enclosures for burial is seen (with the possible exception of Roden 
Downs); approximatel) west·east alignment of burials is more consistently practised and the 
incidence of both decapitation and grave goods is on a"erage significantly lower than in the 
rural cemeteries. Some associations. slich as the occurrence of footwear (as defined by 
hobnails, btll see qualification in note 39 above), are found exclusively in rural cemeteries in 
Ollr region, though exceptions to this occur outside the region, most notably at Lankhills, as 
a lready mentioned. 

An import3m problem is [Q delermine the extent to \,hich individual grave or o\'erall 
cemetery a lignmenl \\'(lS determined by ritual considerations and to what extent by the logic 
of" t.he pre·existing landscape layoul. Again it mar be possible to draw a distinction between 
rural and 'urban' cemeteries, A number of the former were clearly laid out in relation to 
existing boundary features, whether lrack,,\'a)'s, field boundaries or, in the case of UITington. 
utilising a prehistoric monument. There was a broad tendency for these LO be aligned 
roughly nOrlh·sollth, but it is impossible to be certain if this was 1:1 matter of choice or was 
simply fortuitous, though the former may be suspected. Outside the region, analysis orlhe 
major cemetery at Poundbury, Dorchester (Dorset) resulted in the conclusion that t,rravc 
alignment was 'based on the disposition of adjacent major topographical features',75 In Ihe 
Oxfordshire sample similar pragmatic considerations also innuenced the siting of some 
'urban' cemeteries, such as that in t.he A1chester northern suburbs, bUl jn tl1e case of the 
more formally defined cemetery enclosul'es it may be that their eSLablishment involved some 
10GII reorganisation of the landscape to accommodate considerations of appropriate 
alignment, rather than simpl} fitting these features intO existing patterns of boundaries 
wherever it was convenient to do this, Perhaps the clearest example that the alignment 01 
cemetery enclosures was carefull) considered comes 11'0111 Asthall, where the enclosure 
excavated in ) 992 was on a significantly diflerem alignment from the earlier (2nd- and 3rd­
century), underlying features. Arguabl)', this was a defined cemetery enclosure. nuher than 

73 S. ESlllollde Clean. 'Putling tht! Oead in lht-it Pla< __ e: BUl'ialloc<llJol1 in Ruman Britain', in Pearce 
(" ill. op. dt. nOte 4. pp, 127·42. 

74 Cf. MOITit;, op. Cit . note +t, p. 26. 
7.:) Woodward. op. cit. nOle 43, p. 229. 
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imply a ca"ie 01 u,e of a con\ enient 'baclland' area. ih .\t Qucenford ~fill. Dorchester. earlie! 
alignments \\ ere i.lg-ain ignored b~ lhe lemctcn t:ndo,UI e, blllthese \\ere of prehisLOri( delle. 
o the impact 01 the impo iLion of the encio"Jure upon the earlier Roman land"cape remam'\ 

unclear, 
1:'.\ iclence thal gra\e orientation \\a, c()n~ldereci 10 he of ~ome imponanc-e j" lieen deal" 

In ,holie ca~c, \\here a change of alignment ()ccu" .. \!though Ihl ... , ... onh nOl('d in a f(.\\ Ut e ... 
lhe change i\ u,ualh from (roughl,,) nonh-solllh 10 \\e'\l-ea ... t. In none oflhc,e (·ases' ... there 
an\ clear pro ... ait reason fc)r the change ilnd Il m,-I\ be a"isumcd that qucMi()I1"i of belief 
rclallng to the nature of the afterlife ~\I'e ilwoh'ed. Again, thi!) lhange is seen 1110 ... t clearh in 
rclinion to major nucleated sClLlemcnts (here Asthall and Frilfc)rd), though it m~'\ abo h,ne 
(K(U! red at Ao;lwille and possibh at Raclle~ II. 11\ (hronolog), ho\\e\-er. is nm \er: deal. 
though it nM} be noted that this de\ clopment has b<"("11 picKed III the period \1) :tW-:l40 at 
Colchester. ii 

\.'pccts in \\hich there is on present cyidcnn' no (leal distinction between rural ;lnd 
'urban' cemeteries are the gender structurc ... of the bur-it'd populations. l'here are hints that 
disproportion;-He representation of male, nM\ be a more COnSil:olelll feature of rural site .... btll 
f"diford also appears lO confc)rm to lhi, paucrn. rhert, is no mdicauon of meaningful 
COIl(cmration'\ of male or female burial-, in parti(ular ccmetene~. The question of "ge 
SLrU(lure i, more problemmic; perillflwl or ncon.ltal burials arc rare 01' .. ,bseJ1l in SOnic 

cemeteries but rea onabl~· common in Olher~. As ha", bt'en ,\ideh obsened, the ... taWo; of ,lIch 
bunab allo\\cd them to be placed \\ithin ,<:ltlemcnl .... \Iuch Ihe dearest in lance of thiS III 

our region is the loncentration of inf~l111 bllT'ial.s ill Barton COLIrt Farm. Some 26 of these 
'H're loo!li ... cd in one corner of the latc Roman \illa endosure .. mel a substantial IlUmbCI of 
OIhers were more ,\idely scattered aCl'o~s the site. though by no means all of thco;e wcre of 
Roman d~l.le. Ihese buri"-lh reGilt the \en large numbers of inhmls found within the dlla 
(omplex al Ilambleden. Butks. iH It h." been ... uHgc ... ted that one or bOlh of the ncarl" 
Radle) celllet{'rics might repl'esentthe bUllal place 01 the non-infant members ofLhc Bartoll 
COlirt Farm community. The Radle} I bllrials included t\..-o individuals aged between 15 and 
20, the remaining 30 all being aduhs.7H I\t Radle} II , howe\cr, sOllIe 26C;::( of the cemctel"} 
population fonsi.sted or children up 10 ahout the .. tgc of 14. though none of these wa ... 
neccssarih neonatal. This dislinction between the Radle\ I and II populations might suggest 
thal they ... en·ed different commul1Ities. though there might ha\e been other fauor ... 
distinguio;hing them which were not rCfo\'crable ar(,haeologicall). 

Leaving it'iide the que'ition or the hurial of pel illatal and neonatal inli:l1ll'''' there <Irc 
inciifations of fonsiderable \ariation III the rcplcst'l1l.ation of children. In ..,ome case, the 
total ({'metel) populations are lOO .small I()I' slich \.Inallons to be meaningful. but dltldrt'n 
of \arious ages are well represented at the 'urban' .\kheo,lcr nonhern suburbs ccmcL(.'q. at 
Asthall 1992 and Queenford ~fil1. ilnd i:H the rural (emeten of Radley II. I he conlra,t 
between Radle\- I and Radley II in thi ... lC"iPCCI ha. all-ead\ been mentioned. though the 
explanation remains unknown. \\'ith the cxc-eption of the latter site and CrO\\ manh. 
ho"('\'cr. children usuall) LOla I IOllt- or (ofu:n "'gnifical1lly) less of rural femelt'l\ 

it; COUlra hmonde Clean op. (il. note 7:\, p. 129. 
77 P Crumm,. ' rile Cemeterie.., of RUlIl.Ill (:okhe"lcl'·. In !\ . (.1 umnn. I~ Crumm\, and (. (:105,.111 . 

FV(I1l(1lum.1 oj RmlltU! /IIull.ttln C:"'fll'lrnl'~. Uwnh,.\ fwd .\lOnt/lll( \11t' Hi Colchr\ln. 1971-88 (Coldlt'\I(,1 

\I(h.u:ui. Rep. 9. 1ft!):'), 266. 
il'l .\.1 I Cod.\ .. \ Romano-Blllic;h Ilome\tl';,uJ in Ihe IldmhleclC"n \ ·alle\. l~lId,,3·. ATdulI'/)III~/II. i I (PI:! I). 

1:)1). 

i41 Hclrmall t't Odl.. op. ClL note 9. p. 119. 
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popllLttlons. I he CXlcnl LO which poor pn.· ... (·l\.uion is iI fa(IO! here is unn·rt~lin. bu! it lila) 

be Ilc)(cd thatthl' repl('semation of (hildn:n at \khe:-,tel Ilonhcrn suburbs \\~lS high deS(Htc 
the \en "Ihall()\\ :-,uni\'ing gra\e depth dls(llsscd abo\(:,. In the case 01 _bthall 199~ it is 
po.,sible that the high incidenn· of (hild burial \\.lS rclal",'d to the la)out of the ,ite. ,inn: tht· 
('xc-a\ at<.'d sam pit.' plobabl\ formed the exl ft: 11 1(.' ,outh·c.lst ("(liner of the c-cnu'ler) tnt I(,,,,ul(' 
Simila, I), Ilannan noted a sub ... tantial diflelenn' bel\\ l'en the repreSenl<llion of chllcln .. 'n III 

the 1972 and 19HI ',-IIHples at Qlll'('nl<Jrd hlll11. Dorchester, and it j, possible that till' al,o 
i ndic-,uc ...... ome \ariation in the lotation or illH'llIlents of \'an ing Slalu ... (in this cast' dclined 
b) age) a( ro""" lht.' (ellletcq. 

Rt..'n:nt n."'l'drtil h~l!! cmphasi,t.'d that Ihe (OmpOSllioll 01 gra\c a.s'clllhli:lgcs in tht' Lilt:' 
11011 \gc and Ci:1I h Roman pel lOci <lIe nol on" I11tendt·d to ~nsure the comf()Jl 0 1 the..' 
d(,(t.'a-.ed in thl' alterlife bUl also ill\oht.' slilictul'ed pl'()f( .. ·-.~es of illlerprculliolh <Ind 
tepn'''It'lIlallon of Ihe staLUs ollht' dec:cased \\hith ma, not ha\-'c reflelled cxanh lhe tfue 
"lit liCIt ion in life.1'\1I Grave assemblages arc not IH,,'CC'Si.ltih simplc refleclion, or tralhfeH.'Il(t" 
of c1aih lile imo a dillerent contcxt. Somclhing similar nM' be argued to bc equalh \"lId in 
tht.'latl' Roman period, The \\ide'IJlead OHlIllt'n(e ofburi'lls "ith no as,ociatcd (.bjt.'tt, of 
an) kind no mon' reflects the realit) ofd,,,, to d<l\ life than do burials" ith find ... as ... emblage" 
"hi<.h ma, han" been carefulh ,dectt.'d to dt'line..- an ideali ... ed idt:'lllit\, The omission oj gl ,l\e 
good, 1"1 therefOle a positiH" and nm~tious (though not n(·H,~ ... <trily thougln.tlnough> ~Itli()n. 
\1 111(' '~llt1e timt.'. Lhe delibt:rale and anili(lal 'i1J'lIcturing of gl<t\C a"cmblage~ (or Ihe 1~l(L. 

of Ihl'llI) ,hould nO( he taken LO m('an th.lllht'n: '\""1 not a \en do,c imegr,uiol1 of nlCll(·I.., 

01 belief into daih life, a point elllpha'ii,ed It.'H·ml) by st'\'l·tal "ritcrs"l'\\ 
In Icrms of I1MttCl"'1:I of beli(..'f. Ihe quc,tion 01 lhe identification of Chrislian bUllal", 01 

u :'mt.'leries in hill.' Roman Britain remain, <I ftlndi.lt1H.~ntL" is''l1lt.'1'\1 whith ha ... been di"'fU"t'd al 
length in SOI11C r('(enl wOlL.~U ilnd a Ilumbel 01 Oxf()I"(I~hlll' sllt.'\ ha\c been included in thi, 
dlS(lI~ ... ioll" I ·he problem1:l it"oo.lIcd \\lIh lilt.' identllication of ---1lh·(t'11Iun (:Illi"lililll 
('t,'JtH:lelit.'\ han:, been re\it'wed 011 't'\l'l~tI o((<I",ionsl'\l ami uiteria lor .,\lth IdClllilic'1I10m 
\..- ... '\t.' SCI out itl length by Wall' III 1~191 "w, ~l.llh nilt.'ria, sOllie of \,hich ral'l"'\ Illon' \\('IH"'llI 
than other" ma\ sene as a guide 10 the identiliratio11 of CIHi ... tian celtll'lerie, but (",;,1111101 be 
regarded a.., (otllpklch ... cltable indiratlH' of (:hri'lian (1)\ Ilu:ir prcst.'nn') 01 non·( ·hll ... lliln 
hurials (h\ lheil ab,en(e), bet·aml· lhe~ do not Lake .H.:tOunl of indi\idual depaIHII(" from 
.lppalt'lItl~ e,tahlished pranicc; ' \ nOrlnall\(' ,('I of Icligiolls belieb - Otlhodox\ -111.1, nol 
h<l\t.' iI clift,tl It.'l.uioll ... hip wilh iI 1101111 .. H1\(' ... (..'1 of pratlKl" - orthOpli:t\.\ '.1'\1i Equalh 11 j, 

"IimpliSiit to \ie,\ Il1di\iduallat(' Roman U'llll'tl'rlC' as l''i.tIIISi\ch Chll.,lian or pagil11 , Il(H 

,holild elthel 01 Ihese grouping, be regarded .1'- monOlllhi( - late Roman Chrisllanil\ \\~IS 
110t nt'fcssarih an\ mon° illu'II1<1II\ 1I1l1icIl m than lalt.' Roman pagalll,m. as 11lt.'1 .11 \ 

»ill -' IIt·,II"'('., "1-111111 I)Cdlh (II D<'·I)C.'ltion tilt .. '("1I1I("nH' ollnt ... 1 III (It.''m.llioll bun,.I, (lllhc ROIll,IIl 
pt'l U)(i"'. III <- ~0111"\.1 1 l.l,"lhOl lit' .1Ilt! R. Will lit" {t·d,), I f{U cli, 1>'llfll'dl1l;:' fI} I/'1' In","'" til/mUll 
Ihrll",(u/I/ RlI/lIUII (mltllt'II!II/"'1ml'f/'fr/l(f' (1~1~IH). ~1~1·1I10, .... t·t· ,11 .. 11 \I , I',ukt" !'t.·anOI1" 1111' hdj(/I'("o~ IIflJr-ath 
f/lld UIII/(/l (IH90). 0 

1'\1 ~.).\"', \I \Iilkll, 'Rt·-Ihilll-..ill).\"' RI'It,l.{11I11111 ROI1l,ltli/;LIIOII', 111.1- I\kl/lt,,1'.. \1. I\lIl1clt.' Ru\II1<1n .. ,md 
J """I .. I1;L (t·d,.). h,ll'Kmlmll '" tI", Fill" Nil/mill II i'lI' til/ /IIII' flf (1IIIIm' (///(I /rIm/fig) (19~l;·ll, 9N. 

~:! I hOUKh I'lulpllll (lip. til. nOlt .. :\,,1), :l10) IIl-t·, .1I1l" .. t"l\ti"lh pt"'11l11..,lit \ll·\1 'lilt" ciUt,(ll·\Uit-llc(·ol 

Chll"'II,IIl, r\{ frulll hunal'II' (· .... lgIIOII'· 
1'\:1 S(T pd.11II 1I1.1I h I) \\alb. ( hl"/II/tU/I mul PflKflll /1/ /(1II1/fH/ /llllfllll {I !)~II J ,mel U"'.f~tfm III I.lllr Illlltlfm 

Illlimll (lC~)H). 
!'\ I \ .. ).(. ( 11111111,1'1 . CI/I1I(WIIII\ III /{1I1I/(1I/ Ill/(aw (II If) SOO (PIX I). :.?:\ I·!I; d, Philpot! 01', (II, noll' 1:\, 

II 1:1!1 
w. \\,111' , op. til 11IIIt":-d (1~~1I1.. Pi> ' :l k"Xq, '11111111,111'<''''' 011 JI i!1 
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n.:ft'Tenn'''I to numcrou hereo;;ic atlC.~"'t. "iomt.' of the (umple, social. economic and reiig-iou"I 
mlel ~lCtlon .. that can take place III ct.'mt."len romext ... malH of \\ hlCh lila\- leaH' no (iii t"tl 
anhaeologit.tlh detetl~,ble t1-a(e~. haH~ been di~cu,~ed by \\'i lliam,,"'7 Indeed \\aw,,' :"111<11\,(" 

identih pUle-mial Chri':llian bunal ... ill an illlr.l-(emcter; le\e1 in a £e\\ c~e .. but on Ihc..,c 
(Iller M (01 .111\ mher, (,)1' lhal milUer) It 1\ hard 10 .. ce hu\\. in mo I case,. IntCI mingled 
ell! i'lian ,111e1 pagan bUlial!'). in a broaelh .. inlllar late-Roman tradition, (ould he 
di,tingui,h(:'d \\ ith confidence. 

In late-Roman Britain the e\olutioll of the dominanl beliefs. as sugge~tcd In monuat) 
pl.Klicc, frol11 'pagan' to 'Christ ian ' ("OtI1 be po..,lulatcd 111 .. ome case ... perhaps 1l1() .. t clearh itl 

Bult Road, Cokhester.K:-I Such a dc\ e1opnwn( underlines the poim thaI Chri .. tian prallict' 
\\a.., nOI IH..'u',"'aril) exclu,i\c in it~ n~<juire1l1eIH'" \\ ilh regard to pre\·iou .. or cOlllemporal, 
u .. e ofCel1H..'lel)" ,itcs b~ other~. though Philpott Ita .. poinh:d outlhat man! charaneri .. lit Jau.' 
Roman (pall i("ular" urban) cemelt'l ie ... ("ompo\ed of e~I't-" est findle,,;~ inhun'1alion .. in rO\\ .... 
art.' often e .. tabh ... hed til' "ovo. rcg-ardll"~ 01 \\ ilc.,thel or 1101 the! ale c1earh (:hri~tiall III 

(h.lranCI-.Kq I hc non-cxciusi\e nalUrt.' 01 ~omt' other probable Chri~tian (t'lllelene..,. 
hO\\(!H'r. (.,\11 be demon"ilrated .. patialh I.nher than (hronological" ttl .. ilcs ";lIch .... 
Poundbul). I)01cheSlcr. Dorset. \\hen: cemt. .. lcric..·.., on ronlra\ting alignment .. \\ere broad I, 
("{)1ltcmporat ,. wlLh Pou11dbun (Cmc..'lcr! :~ genel all) <1rceptt.'d a Christian while tht: 
<Idja("cnt (clI1Clen 2 \\<1, nol.oo At Ltnkhilb. Winchestel . ~I gr(mp of burials ass(xiatcd with a 
gull!. perhap\ the bedding trench 101 ~I hedge. h~l\·e heen Interpreted ~IS po\sibly Christial1.~11 
\\ IH.'rea ... (he m~UOl-it~ of the associated (and ("(m I t.'111 pOI arYl bill-ial .. \\ eTC arguabh not. 

Rl'lllr11lng 10 Oxforclshire. thc idemilkalion of ( .hri..,tian cemeteries 01 (emetel \­
(omponenls is generall) hampered b~ the .. mall si/c of the a\"ailable ... ample .... Watts ha ... 
,uHgcsted that the group of wcst-I.:'a\t inhumations at Radle) II might reflect Chri,tian 
l11f1l1t'nU' in tl1i .. CCmCIt'l}. the re ... 1 of \\ hich .. hc..' charactclI .. c\ a~ 'a typical4th-cemun pagall 
("('melery' Y:? \ '·atts' 1991 anal)~is 01 late-Rolll'l1l temetci ie, ,.1 .. 0 considered Radlc~ I. Fl"iifol(i 
<lnel Queen fi)r<1 Farm , L ,ing the (.:ritt.'ria ITIt'llliollt'eI ~lbO\ e,(I.~ of \\ hi(h I he essential ones WClt.' 

('()Jl\ldcred 10 be \\eSI-ea'il inhumation ... undi,tlllbed. supine and c'lcnclcd buriah, pr('sel1(, 
of neonatal 01" \"ery ~·otlng infants, absence 01 decapitation. footwear and grave good, of 
\c"'"e1s. animal .. and bird .. ,~11 all were di .. coUllled a .. ChriHian cemcteries, Frilford on the ha .. i ... 
01 thc P1C':ICJl(1.:' of di'iullbed burial<, and QlIt't'n£ord Farm on the basis or the ab~ence of 
l1('on"le\. I he c\·idenre is perhltp' in'llfliciclIl to allc)\\ the case of Frilford to bt· Judged 
dear". but lhere 1l111':l1 be ..,ome doubt abollt \\'all\' ",,",e,,,melll of Qlleenford Fll1 Ill. \\'hilc it 
i. admitted Ihat neonates are ab'icnt. other (hildren are wt.'ll-repre~enled and Ihe t'xca\·atecl 
iJllllah. \\ hilt· numerou". f()rlll onl, ,tbout J lY ( of the e'tilll~lled lOtal ccmeten population,W, 

"~ I). 1)(:11 ... Bmidl ,md (.endt:r In 1.llt'- ,mel .. uh-Rwl.an Brit.lin' in I,t)lce) (:1 ai, op, (it. flOlt' XU. 1', II~ 
HI If" R. \\ 11I1,lm ... Identities <md (,(.'I1H:tCJ It' .. III RflllJ.lII and 1' .. 11 h '!edit'\;!1 81 it,un· III Halt .. et aL. 

op. I n . nOll' 2, pp. 9b-100. 
KK ,. CrullIm\- ilnd ( .. (:1 O\'idn, ·Exf.n .lIium al BIIU Rnad 1 U7f)-i!I. 1 9Xfi .lOd I ~)M8·. in (:, IIl11nn (>1 al .• 

np. III HOI(.' Ii, PI'. 1-162; Il. Watt~. ' \n \~ .. (· .... ml·11I uf Iht" hidt'Il('(" fOI (:hri"lianil\ ,u lhe Hull Ru .• d <iue. 
III ibid 19~-1U1 . 

XII PhilpOll, op. nl. nOle 1:1. p. 2~HI 
CK) LlnH·1I dnd \folle .. "n. np. ci!. nnlt' 17. I he l('·lllIlilfIlngy i<,lh.1I of Waul,. op. til. nott' ~t' (I991). ti, 

«(.'I1I(·lt'l\ :i IX' ing the main \\(· ... I-e,t .. l (elll("l(.'q III tht' (' (."alol'" ",ilt' ( • (t'I1lt"tt:T) 2 htlllg priIKlp;jll~ Ihe 

1I111'1h'''''lIlh g'"L1p in Ih(.· p(.·ripher.d e;l,ICln ",Ilt' J) 
III (:I.lIlt·. up, lit. n()t(: ~I). pp. 129-:\0: \\.ttl .. , (tl). (II. IUlle ~:\ (I~~I1). ~1-3. 
If,! Wan ... up. UI. nOll·;-.;3 (I 99S), 21 Sht, .. t'm.bh ',111.. ~hl)ll. hm\t'\l·l. of d;'inlln~ lh.1I Ih(.· \\(:"'H:;I'I 

)(rou{, ddilHIi:h Ml' (:hri~li.1Il 
Ij \\atl'>, op. w. flOlt· x:l (991), ;9 
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1l'(I\lTlg 111<: pO"''''lbllil~ Ihal nennatt.· ... could hf: "Illong the unex(.l\~ued burial",. \.loH.·O\l'I. 
(oTl",idel ahle \"lri'llion in the (KCUnence of (hild burial", \\a~ nou:d helwet'll lilt' ... amplt.·., 
Irom rhl" 1972 and I!lHI. ag-ain ~ugHt.'''ling Lhal Ihell' may ha\'e heen ",ol1\e 'parial 
... egl l'gall(lIl 1)\ age \\ iLhin the n~met('1") and allmlring tht.' possibilil' thal nCOIlale, O(TUlll:d 
d",('\\ ht.'I'l" 

\ IlUmht·1 of \Hilt." '" ha\c ;l((epled the t.·'\.G,\.uor\ GllIlious conclusion and .. , ... ,umed thai 
Qllt.'enl(,rci I·arm I'" Iikd\ to ha\c hccn a hllg-t.'" it nol t'nlln:h Chl"ililiaTl (emelt:n.' i While II 
("anllOl I1t·("(.· ...... "ril) be IHo\'ed, on pre ... enl ('\iclt'l1("c I hi ...... lIe appear ... 10 be l11uch the dO'l",1 10 
it Chri,ti<tll ("("mClel\ Ih'lI we haH' "illiin the legion ... tlollg with (I11ml prob~lhl\") tht, neolll" 
(t.'IIll'lcn of Chunh 1'1(,((" \\"arh()rou~h . rhl' ... e arc Iht., dear<..· ... 1 (though l10t 11l'(l· ...... i:uih lhl' 
olll\") (,'\.,,1111'1(' ... of <.h,uaueli ... li<. · llli.lI1tlgccl ' \;ue Roman (ell1elcrie~ among" OUI ... ill"_ 
QIIl'l.'nford Fa rill , )t'J11arkabh. ,,'p peal'''' 10 ,IH)\\ lhe "'lIni\'al of a Illanagl'd «('Illelt'l\ 
... igllilicanth beyolld Lht.' 'end' oflht.' Roman pnioci. In Ihi' It'spenll i, highh tlllll'illi.ll in liuo' 
It'ginn, arg-uabh rCnl'(tmg the unique dnlllll"'l~n<.t· ... 01 DOl"chc'lt'1 al Lht' 1I.1Il ... iliOI1 hom 
lalt'-Roman Britain to .\nglo-Sa'\.on l-,Ilg"i<lnd 

'II 11)1(1 xx. 
w. (:II,lIl1hl·' '. IIp. «II. n'lll" :U), p. li~l. 
')I; ~.J.: H( HUlnh,lI1l ,lilt! .I. \\"OIl hl·'. 1111' \ma/lltrtJ.'r. '/ U,,/IIlHl /lnttWJ t I ~t~"K»). I:! I . t I. I'l·II'. 01'. (It. 1101(· 

Xli. P fix. "ho l·\(.·n .1I)4ut·, Ih.u lill· pH· .... ·'H(.· III tilt" U·I1WI(.·,\ .mcl·IH,,,ihlt: HIIlUlluit\ 1111 lilt" I.Ht·r .lhbt·' 

'Ih· 'U~).!;t·"llh.11 J)Ollht· ... lt·1 h.lcll-pi'lOp.tI .. t;lIU ... 1I1 tilt" I.lll· Rum.1lI !It'lind 


