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5U 1MARY 

-In arta 10 th, rtar of H"at"pnry House Ul(ll fXCOtIQ/t'd m adll(lna of th, constructIon of 1U"U' arcommotiatlOn. 
rJ" "WIn [MUS of Qcir"l'll) occurred wl/hm the Sa,um, medlf't'lll and PfHt-1TUdltt'fll ptrWd5. IJ IS po\.\lbl, that 
'''ert u a dfgrU oj \fttlemnzt (onlinuit) from Saxon to mfd,nlllltnnes. 'fliert! are Indicatlom that tlu" U!(L.~ a 
mOtif luu'flrd..\ more 1ludtaJ.ed \tUlemnlim Ihe J /th 10 J 2lh rmlllnts. El"dl7lft jar iksmlOtl uru not apparml 
dUn1lg tht 14th and 15th un/unts mId the manor hOllse um rtbUlll In tht tar/) 18th unJury u,li", Jonnal 
gardetl_\ tI'tr, also laul out. 

INTROOUCIIO. 

T he "iculement at \Vatcrperry lies some 250 m. to the S\V. of the Ri\'er Thame close LO 

lhe count) boundar) with Buckinghamshire (51' 6298 0629) (Fig. I). The sile slopes 
gendy from W. to E. and lies at a height of 63 m. above Ordnance Datum. The historic core 
of the sculement at Watcrpcrry is now dominated by Waterperry I louse and grounds. and 
the church of 51. Mary's. A subSlantial selliemenl belonging lO Roben O'Oyley is recorded 
al Walerperry in Oomesday Book (1086). The church fabric has Saxon elemenlS and Saxon 
pouery has been found within il. The settlement nourished in the 13th to 14th cenLUries bUl 
had declined by the 17th cenlur)'. The manor hOllse was rebuilt in 1713 but incorporated an 
earlier 17th-century wing and was presumabl) sited on or close to the location of the original 
medieval manor housc. 1 

The Oxfordshire Sites and MonumenLS Record contains entries relaling LO late Mesolithic 
flintwork and ~aUers of Iron Age and Roman potten in the general vicinit)' of\Valcrperry. 

In July 1998 an evaluation2 was carried OUl b) I"hames Valle) Archaeological Sen-ices as 
a resull of the proposal LO construct a new accommodation block to the rear of the existing 
\"aterperry ) louse, , .. hich is now occupied b) fhe School of Economic Science. Five 
machine-excavated trenches identified ditches, pits, postholes, la)ered deposits, and 

I LC.II. OXOIJ, \, 295-309; l~G. Hassall , 'Excavation alllH.' S,lx.on Church at \\'atel"perry, Oxon', 
OXOmnI.Hfl, xxX\'il (1972), 245. 

2 S.D.G. Wea .. er, ' \\'aterperr) House. \\'aterperr)', near Whcatle}. Oxfordslure. an archat'ological 
evaluation' (Ilutme'i "alle\ Archaeol. Sen'ices report. 1998). 



'U I ... I) (. \\ 1:..\ V i". R \ "'01 n (~ 11 l J I I, I \ I 

B 

c 
N 

t 

SP62'JOO 

o 

. , , 
" ", 

"'" :" , . , , , , , , , , 

A 

Excavated areas 

63000 

100m 

hg. I A) l.ocation of (he .. ilt~ \\ ithin Oxfor c1 .. hm.: R) 1()('JIIUn of IIH,: ~ite \\uhin Wd(t"jXll' , 
C) plan \ho\\ing I;\dluaunn ITcndw .mel n:td\a(cd ;llea'li 



\\ \ 1 .. R P I: R R' H 0 l ... I: :H:. 

<l!)~(Klated walh. indicating thal ani\'in tool phu..c here from the earl) S;:lxon to the POSI­

Illcdic\ al period_ The ~ubsequenl exca\'illlOn of two ')mall areas tool place and a small OlH­
building belonging lO the house was recorded plioI' to it, demolition." 

Ihe project code is \\"1 I09~J-I8 and the find .... and arthl\e will be deposiled \\ ilh the 
(hlorci>hire ~1t"cllm ~er"ce (Ace. :-';0. 0)\( \IS 199 .136). 

IIIE E)\C.WAIIO\J 

\/rI/i"d%/0 
I he twO exc.lhltcd <1t(:;tS correspond 10 thc fuotprint .. oj the plOpused Ilew builcilngs (Fig. 2) and wt'n;­
l'xt.lhHl,d h, IlI.Khllll' rlown to Ihe first archaeologit;'llh o,cu ... llin·la\l'rs. The M<.haeologicai depO\llS reH".llcd 
intlude \'001110,. mctalled sur(;.1((.'s, garden featUle'l, dildIC't, pit .. and pO"lh()le~, All archacoioglC<11 dl'JX) .. it~ "('Il' 
hand clt';lnt'd and e,<;.\\ated. All features "erc h.tlr·\efUUlled ilnd ~ome wcrt' full}' exca\'ated. 

Ut'\ult~ (hg'>. 2--4) 

Four phil\('s 1)1 atti\iq from the late Iron Age ROlllan 10 the po~Hncdle\-al period ",cre evident. based upon 
the anclal'(Ual a~'tl'mblage and the straligraph\. 

P/im( , Prj\\,hI, mu 1m .fg' Roman. l\l<iencc fur Idte Iron \ge altl\ll\ tooL. the form of 26 potlen ,herd .... 
\lml of Ihi~ malt"lIdl "';t~ re'>idual in latt"r featUlt'~ and nllh in the mall pil 324 \\-as late Iron Age potter" 
found "ithollt 1.lter material: ("\en thi, fe.uure colltaineci nnh: Oil(: ,hcrd. Similarh, of the 29 Roman ~herds 
found onh '"0. in 1)(I\thoies 236 and 325, "'ell' found \'oithout latcr material. Ditch 315 contained three 
,herd~ 01 RUlllan pOllen and no latel material roUl rt'~l(lual ,heHh of Pll'hisloric poneT") and a flilll n.lL.e 
ill(li(,He pll··lron ,\ge <I(li\lI) III the ale~1. 

PIIII\I' lin, far/)' 10 mlddl,\nXf}/l, Featult: ... of tim pha,c In('lude thl t'l' PIIS (207, 21 t'I and 232) and a ditch (11)0 I) 
"hi(h \'oa\ mient<lu.-'d ',,".·st. I he pout'f) for 11m ph.I\t· (on'I""~ oj JUSI 2:\ ... herd!) and, con'K'(lucntl~, the 
ph<l~ing should be tleat('d "lIh caution. 1\ .. 0 of thl' pi" "t're dto,ul'tc featule\ but pit 232 Stl<iligTaphi(.III~ 
pO\Hlatcd ditl'll 1001 

I'/UI'" lib: .\Iuldlno Ill" 'axon. 1 \.\-.0 ditthc~ (1002 and l()(ti) •• l pll or ditch tenninal (125), a pi! or gully (100i), 
;ind two postholes (22M and 230) belong to thi!! phase. Jmt 10 pOllel y sherds provide daling e\ idt'nce and. as 
with lht., prt~(edillg phase, the dating of these fe.uures T1lu~1 be Irt'jlled with ('au lion. 

Duth W()2 oO"'K'd from S\\'. to !\t. and de'lrh pOM-d.ltcd diuh lOO-t Only t"·o shcrds of possible 9th· 
U:llltlf) potlery. a,> \\ell as some residual e<lrlier pOllen, were renj\t'red from its fill. It is di/f!(uh to speUlI.lte 
\\ nh \u(h IIlSCtUI'C ddling e\'tell'nee but II docs ~eelll that dll(h 1002 ilnd the apparentl} earlier, lhough eqll;\l1~ 
pOOl h·datt·d elite h. :~ I:;, are ;II righh:lnglcs to ('.1(\1 Otl14.'1 .lIId, If wnt('mporaI'Y'. Ihe~ could fOl III part of .111 
emlosure. Ditch IfHlj (lit <fitth 1002; twO shenio. of9lh· I() IOthoCt'lIlur\ pOllen from 1003 prO\ide further 
""pport lor tht: sU'-Itigraphk e\ldence. I he pit 01 ditth telmillal 125 cont<ulledju~t.a few sherds of POU('I \ 
\lIKKestlllg a 10th-1O IltIH-(,IIlUr\ d'lle. Ihe long pil (II· gully 1007 containcd a singlc sherd of Phase II .. 
pUllen bUl "Iu.uigl.lphKalh pmt.datt:s ditch 100:i. Tht" po~th()lcs (22 .mel 2:30) did not <ontain dating 
IlMleri;:ll hut ... tratigl.ll>hKalh pi edate pit or gulh I rH)i 

Phfl\f III- ,\Inilnl{ll, 121h to /-Illt rnlllt')'. 11m pha"lc "as l'llal <ILteri'tt"d In twu dilChes (1005 ,md 10{)8), fi,'e PIts 
(2()~. :lO.\ ~\I ~ - 20 ,mel 10(9). t\'oO la\cr\ (199,272 and 3il)). ,md U pits (242 - H. 300 - 2, 313. 338 - 9) o,ealed 
I" la'er :\iti. 1 he tlU4lntit) or potten used to d<ltl: feature .. " "ignifi(anth higher than that for eallter phak\. 

I)ltch IOO!) "as roughh LUn ihneal~ I unillng .tpproXlIllillt·h SW. to "L ·rhe ditch "'a5 substantial and InO,1 
lil..t'h lent·(", <I reddillition of the settlement boundaq III tim pt:1 ind. It i\ 1110\t probable lhat the 5eult'lIlent 
la\ tu the '\\' 01 the ditch, encompassing the hou\C ,md (hurch, Pan of a further substantial l.-W dll(h. 
lOOK, wa~ ()h~ncd at the S. end of the sitt' 'u de.lr It'iatiomhip between this and ditch )005 couid be 
t· .. tablished but It prubabl} represeills further bnundill) tl'(lefinlllllll 

Four of the pi ... ClUB, 305. 319 and 320) (-an be telamd" confidently dilled to thi., phase. lI()we\'(~I, the 
Illu(h largel pll, 10()9. is not iI~ <iecurel) dated iI'I II colll,tilwd only a lImall quantit), of ponen and some Ix,"c 
fr"glllent\ Slitmg ill the base of the feature "a ... ("\-Idelll hut the ,ample~ from these deposHs ('(}Iltained no 

, S.D_(, \\'ea'er, 'W"terreln 11ou~. Watcrperr}. neal Wheatie), (h.f(lrdshire. a post.-exGn,.llion 
.1 .. "'· .... I1l<:nt' rt haml:~ \·<tllev _\n.hacol. ')eniccs I-q)ort, 1999). 
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hor • .IIliul ft.'mdlm Ine preci'le nalUre ofdm depmll i\ UIl(t'll.lin , I he: 'illlall qualllil\ of pOllen found \\ould 
~l't'm 111 IIldlt.dte Ih,HthlS \\a .. nOi a rubbi.,h pit. allhuugh ()Ig.lnlc Il'iU'K' mol' not haH' sunl'ec:1. It Ill .. ' haH' 

b('en a qu.u n pit lU oblam da\ for eonstrUltion pmpo~ .. 
\ hrn\\II-Kle\ da\ la\t:r (199 2;2) o\erL" mudl ol .\ll'a:! Ilu" malenal \\as deeper to Ihe E .• i(.lIo\\lIlg d 

""gll1 ~1()p"' lIllhe KfOund surface Irom E.. lei W \1l1lh (lilhe I,ner \\" .. remo\ed during "tripping, \\ilh a baull 
n.t.llned fm' ')amphng, TIll' I;.ner had bet'll e:>..lminl'd eluring Ihl' t'\dluation .md I>otten' h,IS IIldll4lted Ihal it 
i .. 411 1 :lth· to l-1th-u.,ntul \ dale; the t'XCd\ .111011 .. ho\\ed 111<11 II al~) ~'alro e .. r1ier deposits. 

,\ funlwr .. h.dlu\\ I.I\er <It the S, end of .\rea 1. jib, ma .. L.t.·d ,I KWuP nl ,mall I'll" (242 - 24~, :lOO 2. :HX 
ami :BH - :\:\9). ".Xl.I\<lIIOn of the pus produc.:eci 'er, lillie d.ltllll( "'\ide-nlt'. \\uh the e:>'leption nl pil 2·1:!, 
"Imh i .. prui..ldbh 01 13th- 10 I4th-<:enllll\ d.lte, ,\lllhe pit .. wert' \t'n .. halio" and 11 is 'iuggcsted thai th .. ·\ 
h,IH' been lIulll,ued b) laler aeli, it,. 

I'I/lllt' /I 1'(/11-1111'("1'1'(1/. The majority of the post.mcclinal pU(lery .I .. \clllbl.lge i3 of 18Ih-cenlun-' 01 latef dillC 
but ,I quanti" of t.'allier po'il-medit.'\·al malc..'ri;11 is PIt.''>CIlI.I'i le .. idualiilld'l .. \ fl'w conlexLS \\-lIh pollen of 16th­
,lIld 17th-<.t'nlUn· dale apl}t.",lI" to be M'Cureh slr.ltiril'll. Fw ('xdmpk. pil 01 foundation cut 327 (101 wtlll 329) 
wntdlllcci 16Ih-lt.·nllll) pottery. Olher walls .mel a StOIl(, dralll haw I)(.'('n .. lr,Ulg.aphica1h- d.ul-d to this peri(K!. 

Ll.Icr po-,l-medie\'al a(U\il\ was charact('rised b) bUrll'C1 .. oill.I'rt:I~, w<lIl'i, paths and garden fealures that 
plObabh Id1eet lhl' lando,c<lped gardens following the rebllliding (lilhe hOlI"e in the 18th (elllun. nlt;' mmt 
1lC)1.\hle g;lIClen feature \\.t'i a cir(lliar kcrbed and IIlCl.allt'ci palll\\a\- "nh a SlOne pillar al II.S centre. possibh 
101 all ornamcllI<l1 bird bath or sundial. 

PRfJ liS fORle. ROMA:\ A:\ D SAXO:-l PO n tRY bl P.\L L BLI:-iKHORt\ 

'"H:l~-nIilC .. here" from Ihc e\aiUdlion and ext.t\.Hum "(·Ie..' cxamincd ("eight 003 gm.). 

Inl1l 1ge 
I hili) Iron \gc ,Iwrds "(,fl' re(meled, "ith lablil" and IOllm l)-piC.II ollhe region. Par<lllels can be madl' 
"nh POUt" rcw\t;"lcd flOlIlthe ~1l\"ilJt' Ir.lding ht<lIe..,,\bingdoll l _\lIlhc shel(h welc III onc ollhe tWI) 
1.lhll(S IlUll'd .11 Ih.11 'iilc. '\ ()nl~ three form-diagnmlil .. held .. \\CI"t.· notcd: '"f) ,·im\herds <lltd a tal·ination from 
.. hall!)" ;lIl~ular rnm h similM to cXillnplt'., thai OCUli I t'd III I'cliod I depmllc, al Ash\ ille "here the) were dated 
to Ihe mid lith to t.'arl~ 3rcl ct'llluries Bc:.Ii \ 'Illall ~hc .. d with r,tilll \clli(al scoring/wiping wa3 .. Iso noted ,\ 
few \"c., .. d~ with Ihl., 'Hlrfan~ treatmcnt were found in Period II dt.'P(ISllS at \sh\-illc <lnd daled to the 3rd to I .. l 
("('III tines Be,; 
FI ~1 ()d('lat(' 10 dCllse 'ihellli· .. glllents lip to;) I1111l. 

"'2' SpMC,e..· .. hell hagmclil' up to 2 mill. in a line ~and'r' malnx. 

Far(yl,\/uldlf SII.\OIt 

.. I Fille sand Fill(' .mcl .. ltghtl\ .. oft. \\ Ith "par'it.· 'illb-anguhlr qu,lnt Co n.1 mill., '"<tre sub-rounded graim up 
10 I IIlm 

I-"~: Fine \'--lIlci and hme'ilone. \Iocleralc to dc""c ~lIb'.IIIgular (I".un up 10 o.s nlln., spar* to lIIodc'nlle 
anl(ul.lr cal(an.'ou .. Ill'ilcrial up to ~ mm. 

1- ,l: Li.mt.'\lone. Sp.lr-.c to moderate sub-rounded (.IIGlI("f)llS matenal up to 2 mill., sparse fine nt.' .. k~ of sihl'r 
Illll.1 

II Chan-It.'mlX.·r. \Iodetalc (han ,"oid:,> up to ., 111111 .. 111'.11'0(' sub-rounded quant. iromlOlle and (akarc()us 
millcn.11 lip to 0,5 mm. 

Suth fabril' are t\-pilal of the handmade pOllen of the pe..'1 iCKI and ,11(' similar I() \\arcs from E)-mh.un Abb(·" 
dnd YclrnlOn.H 

t ~I Pal ring-wH, n" f;xrall(JllQn of an /r(m Agt' .\11111'111,,1(, BnmU"igl J?l1Ig-Dtlchr_~ mm Roma" F,alu,",\ (It 

~\Jn.,JJ, Irmbtlg ht"U. _lhmgdoPi (Oxford'ihire) 1971- i6 (CBA Re'i Rep. 2M. 197~) . 
.'i C. De ROlh(', 'Iron Age Pottery'. III 1'<lrl"inglOli. op (II. nott" -t, p. 11 
Ii Ibid 72-~i. 
7 Ibid 
~ I~\\_ Bhnkhm n, . Ihe Posi-Roman POllen', \II FXCOt'fllWPl.I al J-.l'l\hm,,-t~ (Ox£. :\rchaeo!. l nit, 

I hillllec, Valle~ Monograph, in press); P.\\'. Bllllkhorn. '-1 he Post-R;l1nan POller,·', in G, He\, ExromlwII.\ III 
)iJmMPl, (h.Jord,hm' (Ox£. \I·chaw!' l nil. nlillllt:"'i \'alle, "()!logl aph. in pi ('ss). 



:\10 ... I) t. \\fo.\\'t-R .\ .... 1) (; Illl.l. "I \1 

l.ntl'~(l\lm 

I he todlllg \\.,ll·1II oflhe Oxlord.,hire CUllnl\ 1\ pe-'>t'IIt."" Ihlli Ix.'(.'o ust"d. as rollow'i: 
O\.R "I. '(.·()I~ \\,11'1.' ( .\09(}().-1200. 
O\.R LlltO ".1,\on (hfOld \\"alt.' ("Oxford ~helh \\"arc') 1.11(" thh t'arh' Illh centul"Y. 

( .ltnnwl0K't 

FIlI(\\luldlf Sfl\OIL G("II('I;llh, pOllen nilim hpt.' (.1nnul he: dated nlht"1 than to wilhin the hnMd pCllod. 
Ilnll .... ~ clnor'lh'd IhO 'll<h ~hertb ht·!t· prc~t'nt 11\ Ihl' ,1\\t·mhl,IKc. Om.' lrom :llfi (-Il'Il) aplx·.I1\ IU ht'" 
11.lglllt·IlI of a \t .. "t·1 hilh ,cnital plc~'t.'cI h(J ..... t·~. III{ht.lIlll)::: ,III t·.III) S,l'\OIl d'lIe, pmbahl) 111 Ihc (",Iriici fith 
(t'IlIUl)_ I ht' tHhl"! had Ii ilgments of thO .muul'lI ~1"IllP ilT\pl(-'~"om and <In in(i~ed line .. ~ugg(,"'lInK i.I "Imitll 
01 .,liKhlh l.1tt"l daft.' I ht.' rt'!>1 ollhe a ..... t·mblag<: mil'll ht· It'K,lUted .1' i)t"llig uf Colli) to middle S.I\.(}n d.llt·, 

1.1111> Sm:rlf/. 'he ,.IIIKc of laiC SaxOIl poun) IVPt .. ~ \hl\ IlIllllt:d. tomp' isillg onl} St. NcOI\ h,IIC <illd I.llt' ~.I'\OIl 
(hlord h<llt'_ Ihi, 'ill~n~t':o.t~ a sholl-livcd pt'rind of iI<.Ii\il\ tllII"iliK Ihe I,ilt.'r 91h tI' 10th {(..'IIIII1"\-, Ot!H.'r latt· 
"'.I\.on ,mel "'.I\.O"'Orl11<1n .... ,.n::'I. ~U(h ..... Co(..,wold ... -I\-pl' ..... lIe (0\..\(;). \H.'ltO ab..,clll. I"he c'llliesl lind~ nl SI. 
'\jt'OI\ \\.llt .. from Ihe budl of O,fold dalt' 10 Iht' c'lll~ 10 mid IOlh {t'IlII1I', hht'n' II was lound ill ilss(X'i.l!ioli 
\\ith OxlOid shdh h<ll"t'.IH B\ tht' fi l ~l h,llfoflht' 11th (("11111,. O,Ii:)J(\ ,hdh \\arc had gl'llnalh 1<111<:11 hom 
me.ll.mel (:()t~\H)hh ..... ar<· \\<1S lx·t"ominK pre'IclH III "gnifil.ml qu.llltilic'i.I'J 

MUJn.\.\L \,\D POSI'!>IEDIE\ \L 1'01-1 fR\ 
III C\IIIERI E L ,\DERW()()D-KEE\Il.L 

\ ,1110111 .1"t·mh\;JKt· of ~X~ ,hClCh fwm bOlh e\.tilldliclII .1Ilt! t:\.t.n.Hion ..... <1, <:Xilllltnt .. d f he .1 ...... t·llIhl.lg~· I' 
11111'011<1111 dill' 10 the '>',11<.11) 01 malel ... 1 from l"I\1 (hll)f{hhilt· .lIId Ih(.' limited ,IIllOUIll of 111illt'lial hlllll 
1Il,lIkt:1 \(J\\m in Ihe hUt'1 IlIcdit'\<l1 pni()d_I .~ .\11 tht· potlt'n h,l~ di\I<i<:d into IJhl1( I~Pt'" ;luOI<iing to Iht· 
(him tbhil(' fahlll 'ot·I"iC' ... 11 ;lnd tht· \loL \S pml-IIH:di<:\ .11 tCH:lin~ ,1Il<! dallllg 'i' .,It'lll .. \1\ Ill.llnial h.I'! tOUlllt·d 
,lIld ht."l~hl'd In l"bUt 1\ pt.' for l'ath UlIIll'\.l ilild d<:lail, 01 di;lgllOSlil .. herd, .md SUli.U(.' II('atlllC'nt ,\lid 
dt'IOT<lIioll .1ft' III the: al<.hl\c. 

IJIUI\f' II r 12th to 1 .. 1I1i (t'1ItUl) 

I hi~ (c.'l<ulIi< pl'liocl indudl's Oxitlld IIlt.·clit'\<ll \\;Jrt'. lahm OX), d,lIed hom lhc,' multo lall' I hh l('IltUI\ In 
Iltt· mid Ulh tl'lltun.\hhuugh Illt'lt, I~ onh ,I llllutcd ,lmUlIllt or matt'li"ll, a range 01 \l',~II,pe:~. hom 
IOlllbt.·d dt'lorated PUdlCI ,hnd ... 10 cooklllg POI' ,!IIeI gl.Vl'c! jug .. , wa~ .lppaH.'1l1. (hlonl 1IIt'C1it.'\'al h.lrC,· W'I'I 

I>ltO'(:II(. III ill BO;fl'tall 'abiKS OX\\' <llId OX\\\' are: ("'It,d 10 thc 1:11b 10 Illb «·nlun. I I1l"<: labll(' 
tt)lllpmt .. 'pct.klt'd g't .. cn-gl;uedjug .... red ,hp hnt· c!C.·(OI,ltt·c! JlIg~ .• ,pplLcd dl,lg:on<lllillc~ hllh lip p<linlin).;'.ll"cI 
.. !tp hnt' "nd dOl cll'('oralinn, and highl~ dt'toratt .. d Jug ,llt'ld~ huh "pplic.:d pad~ wllh latUn" deem ,won. \10\1 
ollht: ltpt'~ \"1.'1(' plt'scnlln Ihe nud 13th It'nlUlt alld a,,()(iatt"d \\lIh triple-dcLkcl or bal\l~It'rjllg\J" \11 odd 
.lI1gular ... 11I .. 'rd hilh rouJt.'ue:d decoration IIIdiGlIt·\.1 duuhll, ..... hdlt .. d I.unp (!Wi). Spla~h-gldlcd and p.lrtl.lih 
gl.lIt'd t·\..lIl1plc, III 1.lbrin Ox.. .. \W .mel 0:\..\\1 h CI{' pi <:'l"nl III WIlIt"\.1 3ih, '{'ailln." :119 (-I ii I 7~) and featlll (. 
:\211 ( tHO). 

Phmt' II . Po\t-mnhn.!fll 

\ It'h lOnl('xl, tOIlI.lin<:d <t rC'slritlt'd rallg(' of f .. IJlll t\ pt .. , that mdit,ut' <Ill (-,arlt po\l-me:dll"\al d.llt· II Ilnl't 
Ix: l'mpha,i,ed th,,! d IMgc PIOpc.)111111l of Ihl' ear" pmt-Illl·dlt·\ .. 11\ pt· ... "lOll' from btl'!" (tmlt·\.l, ,1I1d Ot.-tUI .1" 
I'nlllll,11 m,ueri"l, 1 he t',lIh pO'iHlwdie\'all\pt', lII(iudt' ludm (;ll .. t'l1 wall' ('·L DG). IlidUl 1\10\\1\ (I L I)UI, 

'I \1 \kllol. ',\ S"nthc~1S 01 \Iiddle <lnd 1.,IIt.' S<lXOIl. ~Il·tllt'\;al ;1IIc1 t.'alh PO'il-IIle:dinill PUIIe:q IIllht, 
Oxlurd Ikg"lOn'. O\,initmw, lix (199·1),17-217 

HI Ibid !j7 .. 
II 11)1(1 II 
I:.! Ibid ;)1 
I~ Ibid I-1M .. 
II R. 1I,IIdoil \\ Ilh \1 \1dlor. I.ate: S'I'\()II and \fl'dit,\ ,II 1'0UlOi \ " III B_ Dmham •. \t(hilt·()lo~"It.ll 

l-.'t.l\alinm .. 1 Sl \Iddles .. Oxlortr. (n,omOl\lll, xiii (l~177). 11-:l!I; \ldlm, up .. {-it. noll' 9 .. 
IS Mellm, up, tit.. flote ~I, p .. 127 
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Lower Rhinel.and v.art'\ sue-h as Raeren .... 'are and Fn:chen ..... lre OL\FR and FREe). and Hanu Surrey Border 
\\are .. (BORD). 

\ ~mall quantiL\ 01 16Ih-centu~ matenal occurred III e\,lluallon frenches 2 and 4 (lTDG). and 16th-In 
I ilh-<.enrun Rhenish wares aJso came from Trench I (6i). Se\cnteelllh-<emury Border .... are$ and )'ed 
earthenwares were present in context 155. 16lh·c..entur't ludor Creen wares came' from COIlIext 169 .• md a 
16th-<.emun lobed cup sherd came (rom context 32i ludor Cleen npe:, al'e particular", rare in Oxford ltl 

and the ~Illall quantitie!t at Waterpern confi,-m the IlInlled pre~nce. It i~ interesting that lhe~ t\'pes should 
occur al all in a ~mall \illage. lin-glazed \\al-e~ dating from the 1 ilh celllun occur as residual sherd~ in later 
contexts. 

The majOlity of the assemblage was assigned to Ihe IMth to 20lh Cl'ntlll-~ ",ilh an increasing amount 01 
moulded factory.produced wares such as ne;II11Ware (I i60+), English SLOneware (I iOO - 1900). English 
slone ..... are black.leading bottle (1800-1900). lramrer-p,-intcd "'arc ( I MOO-looO). black-basalt ware (I iOO-I900 
\\'edgwood 1768+ ). English porcelain (1700-1900) and Sialford\hire l:rpes slIch as Staflordshire red "'are 
(1600-1800) and Staffordshire bro ..... n stonewarc (1690 - 1730). The remainder of tht: material consists orlocal 
gla/ed ,mel non.glal(~d red ei.lnhenware~, possibly inllll the l;oUlh Oxlordshlre kilns at Netdcbed,17 and post­
medieval Brilltypel). 

I'here appe~lrs 10 be 17th- to 18th-centuq material III cC'nain le.Hures and COnlexLS. such as COI1lCXl 155. 
rhese are I ith-<enlury yellow-glazed Surrey Border \\ill c ,-md an 18th-<.:entlll-)' dubbed rim hollo\', ware in 
glazed red earthenware and 18lh-century coarse red eanhen"'are fJatwares. Comext 158 cOlllained a Border 
ware mpod pipl..in rrom Ihe mid to late I ith centur~,ul a Staffordshire red ware tankard dating to the ea rh 
IKlh century. and a tin-glazed drug jar base dating 10 the 17th (entul)'. similar to an example found in 
Oxf()rd.'" Oi((h I (152) cOnlained a lith-<.:enlury gla/ed red e.lllhenw;ue tl-ipoo pipkin and a late 18th­
(entlll\ cn:.I!1l\',are bowl rim 

";ngli~h stone"',lre tankards are dated from the l.lIe 17th ccntul"y in Oxford20 but 010l)t of the\c occur in 
laler contexts with 18th· to 19lh-<emul) products. I hi\ i\ t'XC'mplified b ... the assemblage rrom the pillar 
rooling 103 (IS-I), ..... hich colllainerl English stone"'are .md late IMth-centur~' crea!1lware. which IS dated from 
Ihe 176(1\ in oxrord.:!1 Other mid to lale 18lh-centllr~ \\are~. \uch as Staffordshire ",hile sahgl;.uc ware.!.. 
onur in demolition liI~'e r 170. This context wntained the largest range or material. from medie,,,1 
Brill Soanl,lll ware~ (rab,-ic ()XAM) and Coarse Border .... are «(;1\\\') daung from the mid 14th centul'Y to the 
1.lIe 151h centlln:l:? to 1 ith-centur~ Surrey Bordel- .... ille. tudor IhoWIl ware and late I 7th·centur) dew rated 
tin-glMed ware. Eighteenth-centlll) black basalt w;.Irc. E.nglish stone ..... -;:lIe and English porcelain were abo 
present. The most notable ponery t)'Pes were a rew sherd .. of Dutch-type slip .... are with slip lines and notched 
rouletting design, which are part orajug and daled to the earl) 171h n:ntun. 23 

ConclWlort 
I his ilssemblage repl"esents one of the le\\ medieval and cady po\t-medicval ceramic assemblages from the 

ea,t Oxrordllhire Jrea. There are no comparati\'e ru.lIemblages available rrom neighbouring \illages.:I'1 I he 
on I} olhel eX('<l\'<1tion or note in the area .... as at the chul'c-h at WalerpCIT).2:) which suggested lale Saxon 
;:ICli\'iIY. Thi~ I~ CUI mooratcd to a limited extelll with the pI c~cnce of lale Saxon rabrics, late Saxon Oxlol-d 
\\are (OX B) .md Sl. ~eots ware (OXR). and lale Saxon and earh SW Oxlordshire wa,·(' (OX 13 F) al \\'atcrpeIT) 
Ii ousc. 

It> \1. Mellor and G. Oal..ley.·A Summaq oflhe Ke ... \ssernblagcs: a stud), or the pottery. clay pipes. glass 
ilnd other finch from II pil3. dating rrom Ihe 161h to the mid 19th cemur)", in Le; . Ilassall. LL Ilalpin 
and \1. ~fcllor 'ExCJ\oations in St. Ebbe's. Oxford 1967 - i6: part II : p()~t-medieval domestic tenemelllS ,md 
the post-d issolution site of the Greyrriars', Oxomnma. xlix (198,1). 181-219. 

17 N. Stebbing, J. Rhode!> and M. MeIlOl-. Tlu Cia) Imfw,tflt'\ of Oxjor(/IIlIrr: Ox!orrbhirt Poilu .. (OxJordslllre 
MlI~t:lIms Service Pub!. No. 13. 1980). 

IS J. Pcarce and A. Vince. A Dattd 75'pt-SentI of I.tmdotl Mtfbn,·a/ POilfry Part f: Surrey Whittu'am (Lon . and 
Middx Archaco!. Soc. 1988). 

19 Mellor and Oakley, op. cit. note Hi , p. 2 H . 
20 Ibid. 215. 
21 Ibid. 217. 
:12 J. Pearce. PQ~t-Mtdinoal Pottn) m London, 150(J 170(). lot. I: Border Ifllrt.) (HMSO, 1992). 
23 J,G lIurst. OS Neal and H.J .E. Van Beullingen. ' Pollery Produced and Traded in '\Jonh-wesl 

Europe 1350 - 1650', Rottn-dam Paptn VI (1986). 
24 "ellol'. op. cil. note 9, p. 212. 
25 lIa.!.!.all, op. cit. note I, p. 245. 
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The medieval potter), a$<;emblage is dominated b) 61 ill 60arswll .... al·e with onl)' a small amount ofCo.."ll'Se 
Horder .... al(.'. which implie\ lhat the marketing of lhe Bu(.kingh,tmshire pouet") was still prevalent and this 
wlllinued inLO the earh post·medieval period with the Brill post-medina) products. This is in contrast with 
sitco; in the Sr .. and nearer the n"er Thame. which have increased supplies of Iiams-Surrey Border wares. It 
ha\ been ,)ugge .. ted that the marketing of medie\'al pottery, lor example Brill potter")'. in the late 13lh centurv . 
.... ould have been thanndled through small markets such as I hame Jnd then on to subsidiary mal-kebo.:w 

Ih(" pOM-medie\JI pOllen mdicates regional illll>Ol'bo .... uh the presen(t~ of fine wares such ~ Tudor Green 
and foreign impllrls \\ith drinkingjugs from the Rhineland ilnd Dutth-t)pe slipwares. Brill t\pes and I>ossibie 
South Oxfonbhire led ware .. fi)rm the majolil) of the Ii,ue PO\1-I1Il'die\<l1 sequente . 

• \NIMAL BONES b) SIIEILA IIAMILTON-DYER 

\ total of2H5 bOlles wen' reco\'cred, of .... hl(h 561l< (()uld be idenufied 10 taxon. The condillOIl 01 the malenal 
1\ val lable, ~()me bones ale \"\~ry ..... ell prc!>t'ned .... hilt· others <Ire ~Iighll) eroded. A fe .... hones arc vcr)" poor!} 
prl'scrvcd and lhere arc abo a fe', bUIll( bone .. , The bulk of Ihe remain'; .1ft: of cattle, sheep/goal, pig and 
fr .. gn](_'Ilt.~ of Ihese si/es. The fe .... other hone\ arc of hOlW, roe deer. fox, dog and domestic fo .... 1. 

rhe idenlified taxa al'e ()f the main dOlllesti<: ungulat('\, (at tit', .. heep and pig. The pl'esencc of dog i~ 
inchC<ll('d by gna" ing and by lhe bone of a Luge indi\'idual in Ihe laler layers. Birds are representcd by it rc .... 
hon('\ of domeslic fo .... 1. \Vild animals are uncommon ; a \ingle Iragml'llI of rot' from a Saxon contexl and threc 
bones 01 lox from Ihe laler lavers. 

The largc Sill' of the cattle'bones from lhe latcr malcn .. 1 i, COll\i"'lCIlt with the IInpro,'emellts in husbandl,) 
and bl ceding and lhe butcher} sn Ie nident is also In be expccted in material of post-medieval and (';11 h 
modern dale, 

It i .. dc<tr that there ha~ been considcrable Mti\ il) Oil thi' 'itl' ()\C] a long pel-iod of lime. I he remaim 
proh<lbh Il'pre~ellt disposal of sl;mghtci and dOlllc\u( .... ;I\le and \()lllC non-food remains sudl a~ the dog 
and fm. 

CARBON ISED PL~N-I REMAINS b) MARK ROBINSON 

Flolation ofdc\cn samples ..... a ... undertaken. A ~Ub-~'1Il1pk of 10 litft·s ..... as f1o<Hed OIHO a 0.5 lIllll. Illc~h . I hl' 
dl-ied 1101\ were then scanned lI11dCl" a binocular milToS('opc 101 (han:oal and olher carboni~(:'d plant l'ell1<1l11~. 

MOM of lhe samples (ontain fewer than 20 llem .... ' I hl'~ repn>\ent d background SC3ltn of ccreal grallls, 
particularly shon, free-threshing grains of Jntuum .. p_ (bread 01 ri\et ..... heal). 1I00,e\'er, sample I Irum Ihc 
medinal pit 3 19 (4 7M) conlains around 1500 ilcms, lIlostl) Irl'l'-"He~lllllg grains of wheal. Glain<, of I-Imdl'wli 
sp. (hulled baric)") and AlIfnll sp. (oals) arc pre\l'llt but III WI Y much smaller quantities. \10 chaiT Wil~ ob\crved 
but there i"i a ~ignincalll pl'esellce of seeds of al";Jhle ..... l·ed~. 101 example l 'iC/a or Lathyrn~ sp. (\etch or lare), 
Aledirago /lIp"J/nll (black medick) and RIl1lJf.\ 'II'. (dock). rhis assemblage plob;Jbly resulted from the accidental 
hurning of eithel stOied grain or grain thai was being parched to hat den it prior to milling. I he thaHed 
remains i.lppcar I\pical for medie\"a1 selllemelHs ill Ihe region. 

DISCUSSION 

Prehistoric activit} in the locality had been indicated by Mesolithic nintwork and Iron Age 
pottery recorded on the Oxfordshire Sites and Monuments Record (SM R). Further evidence 
of a Prehistoric presence at \\'alerpcrry is "iugge"itecl by the recovery of residual material in 
later contexts during the exca\'ation. 

Roman activity in the vicinity of \Vatcrperry is suggested by the presence of Roman 
pOllery. rhe excavation has produced deposits thar might indicate 2nd- to 4th-century AD 
activity but these deposits arc not securel) dated. 

2h R.J. hem, ' Patlcrn3 of Medieval ;\(ti\'it} in the "<Hlthel n MIdlands of England : archaeological and 
hist01kal t'\idcnce' (L'ui\. of Belfast unpubl. PhD Lhesi~, 19tH). 
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Saxon o((upation at \\'aterperry had been "JlIgge~ted b~ the presence of axon element~ 
in Sl. ~1an\ (hllrch and the Sllb~Lanlial ~etLlement belonging to Robert D'Oyle\ recorded 111 

Domesday Book. ~arlier restoration work carried out on Ihe church produced a late Saxon 
S1. ~eOls ware h.ul(lIe.2i It is thought that the churfh \\a~ a f(xal poilll for rural 'ieu]emelll 
during the Saxon period~" and it would ~ecm likel), given the e\idence at S1. \Iar~ 's. that 
there is a pre·Conquesl settlement at Waterpern. Bond~'" has "Juggested that in Oxfordshire 
the 1110\'(' lO\\arcfo.. more nucleated 'village' "Jeulemcm \\<1S a lalc Saxon, and 111 some cases a 
P()st~C()nqllcst. phenomenon .. \n expansion of \euiernent. charactcnsed b\ the 
archacologiGaI depo!tits examined in Ihi') excavation, appcar\ to hale occurred later, in the 
t Ith to 121h tCllIulies. 

rhe excavation produced limited cviclen(c of early LO mid Saxon occupation. between the 
5th and Rth centurie\. Continuity of lit'ltlemem to Ihe I<ltt' S;:lxon/eariy medieval period may 
he implied by the redefinition ofbollndaq ditches in .\n..'a 2. Thc paucit\' of pOlten; dating 
cvicicnfe ,hould, howc\-er, temper this proposition. 

fhe 13th- to 17th·celllury deposits at \\'atcrpcrn Ilou,c appcar to shO\\ continued 
activity in the \icinil). The presenL manor house itt Waterperf) was begun b) Sir John 
Curson in ~Ir()und 171:poand it \eem~ that the eXGl\atecl areas are located \\-'Ithin an area of 
formal gardens. wllh wal1s. paths and ornamental features. 
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