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SLMMARY 

The t1:(tn1aliol1 rnlfa/ed a pn.~siblf ritual pit aud a slwllou' gllll) datwg to the mr('! Iron Agl', wlucil l1Ul) ,-dllll' 

10 other Jmau!" /Jrehulonl 11I01l111llenl:} llellrb). rhe pre\e1ltf oI\III'rd~ of imported Sorth he-Ilcll Blacklmrf 
daltd to the 81h or 9th Ulllw) A IJ add!, to lhe rt"dnzrt'IM (l mlfl Sm:(m tIII1L\/er at HamptoTl, and an t'1'o/I'tllg 

anmlgnllfnt of pmper('t bmmMYJ d1tches probab/)' rfflecl~ till' 'l'olu/iOlt of llHOCillltd .,ellie-me-ni from thl' 10th 
10 the } Jlh untune). 1heHIe appeared to IIlJ1ll' benl ahmulol1Pt/ m the / .JIll fnlIUl). and t.,ploitrd lor !{rOlJfl 

qlltln)lng. 7he Jmmdatto1l.\ a/a hill' medin'<l/ lIarn tl'trr (It'D rn.'t'fl/nl. 

I NTRODUCTION 

Archa eo logi ca l excavations were carr ied Olll h} the Oxford Archaeological Uni t in 
1""\..OcLObcr J 999, on land to the rear of the former E.~lglc public house. in Bampwn. Oxon 
(NC R SP 3 129 0316). on behalf of Cover Construction Cu. Ltd . A preliminar) archaeological 
evaluation of the site had already produced e\' idence /(lr Anglo·Saxon and med icyaJ aCli\'ity.l 
The results of the e\'aluation are summarised below. I he excavations were undertaken ill 
order LO mitigate the effects of the development on archaeological deposits. and the 
excavation brief was proyicled by the .\ssislant COllnt) Archaeological Ofiicer, Hugh 
Coddington. 

efaiag) fltld lapograph) (fig" I allli 2) 

The village of Bampton lies on a limestone gra\"cJ terrace on the N. bank of the Lpper 
rhames, approximately 15 km. \\'. of Oxford. I he lOp of the gra\'eI is at approximate! ) 
70 m. OD in the \icinit)" of the excayation. Ihe siLe is located within the centre of Bampton , 
S. of Sl. Mary's church and \V. of the medic\'al market place. behind properties fronLing 
Church View to the E. and Field Cottage to the \". , 
111,\lonraJ harkgrowul 

Bampwn is idcnLified as an impo rtant Anglo-Saxon scnlcment b) th e presence of a minster. 
wh ich is first mentioned in AD 956-8, but , along with a series of other minsters along the 
Upper Thames, was almost certainly in exisLcntc by Lhc8th ccntury.~· rhe origimal sClllcmcllt 

I 'Land al lhe rear of The Eagle, Church View. 8.1I11pton. (hon' (unpubl archaeol. e\'aluauon report. 
Oxford ArchaeologiC<11 Lnit, 1999). 

:! J. Blair, - l l1~I().S(Jx()n Ox/oydshIY(, {I 99-l). 50-3. 
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Fig. I. Land 10 the wt'!>1 ofThulfh \"11,:'\\, Hampton : ~itt' lo(;Hion . 
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appears to han' grown up around the sOlilhern boundary of the minster enclosure, but in 
the I :~th century a ne', market place was laid out to the l., shifting the focus of the 
(·ommunit). This ~hift may have been associated with the building ofa castle LO the \\'. ofthe 
min liter. \Iter a decline in the 14th ceIllUP,. possibh related both to the plague and to 
regional agricultural changes. Bampton rccO\cred to m~linu1.in itself as a moderately 
prosper()u~ market to\\ n. 'fhe church only finall) lost control of its fonner minster status in 
the mid 19th century. 

Summary oj lht I'wtillllil(m rt,\ulli 

rhe ev~t1uiltion revealed a sequence of probable boundary ditches, The pOltery assemblage 
from the ditch fills suggested a relatively narrow date range, from the 10th to the I :;th 
centuries. Ihe partially robbed stone footings of one wall of a building were also identified. 
provisionally dau:,d to the later medieval period. 

f<.uavatlon metlux/%lfj (Fig. 2) 

1\\0 areas (Areas I and 2) were machine excavated on the site, each within the footprint of 
the propo~cd de\elopmelll, and incorporating the areas of significant archaeology found in 
the evaluation. The twO areas exposed a total area of '~24 sq. m. A small extension trench 
was subsequently excavated from the \\estern edge of Area I to confirm the extellL and 
orientation of a re\'ealcd wall footing, O\crburden (approximatel) 0.50 m. deep except over 
parts of the stone footings) was remo\cd by machine down to the first significant 
archaeological horiJ()J1. Thereafter, all exposed archaeological features were manually 
deemed, cxca\Clted and recorded following ~landard Oxford Archaeological Cnil praClicc.' 
.\rea I context numbers ran from 1000 to 1058. Area 2 context numbeJ-s ran from 2000 to 
2076, 

fht Pluw"g (/·ig. J) 

The chronological phasing of the archaeological deposits was based on a combination of the 
recorded stratigraph) and dating of the finds. principally the pottery, and is sCt out below: 

I'he,e I: bI'll Iron Age (8th-6th century Be) 
Phase 2: LaiC Saxon - medic\'al (10th-11th century) 
Phase 3: ~ledie,al (11th-13th century) 
I'h",c 4: Latc mcd,c,'al (14th-15th centur,) 
Pha~e 5: Late medieval (151h-? 16th century) 

RESL LIS 

Cnwral 

'atural 'lIb~1I1 wrnprising light "ello\<, nallll,,1 "'<lnd" and gr • .I\clo; (1002. 2002) \<,as encountered al a leH'1 of 
r 70.70 III 00 'I(TOS') bOlh excJ\<ltion areas. Locali"t"d p<H(hes with iI more sandy-cia, component were aho 
nOI('d. I he 0\ ez-i}U1 den lOnsisted of a modem tllrf topsoil (1000, 2000) that \aried in depth between 0.20 Ill. 

and o.:~n m, ()\ell~ ing a dark brown plough, garden SOil c. 0.30 Ill. in depth (I 00 1.200 I). "nlC earliest features 
were filled with gener ally loose day/s<md.s and gra\els thal "arico in colour from a m,d·,·eddish brown 10 

bn)\'.nio;h Kll". I.aln fealures were generaUy filled wilh notlCeabh darker sandy sillS. 

] D. WIiJ..imon (cd.). '(ll,l Field 'I antral" (Oxford \fchaeologicall'lIlI. 1992). 
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Plul\r I' Ear(·, hon Agr, 8th-6th fntlwU!i Be (fIg" J, -Imul 6) 

11m J \ b()wl-~h.tpt."Cl pit (lOll;) mea!ounng 0,00 m. in dialll('h:r and O.I~ m in depth \'oas located dO!lc to 
Iht' "ollthern limil .. 01 :\11..'<1 I. Ilu' filb (1013 and 101 ') ollhe pn,,, reddi~h brown cia, ,ill \'ollh ch.trwal 
lIlc!mum .. , (onlained Iragments offuur \'e .. sels (see I~arda, helm .. for it dt't.1iled description and .lnaIHi \, and 
~ Ig ... 9 <1I1d 10). 

Irnllll-dialt'h to lilt,,~. ollhe pit v.a~ an L-W, oril·nl.Hed gulh (JOI9), mt"a"ulingO.68 Ill, wide .mel O,:\K 111, 

III dl'Plh, 1111;' priman fill (lOU~) wa .. a light \cllu" gll"\ "h~ ... lIld .lIlei wlllal1lcd a single sheld of pOllel), of 
proh.lble II Oil '\Ke ddlC, I he .Ing-Ie (ll the "llrface of thl' lt1~ ('I Inighl \Uggl'sl that there wa\ ()I iglnall )' i\ bilni.. 
10 tht' S. ulthe Kulh, !.;I\n IOIH .... " .. o\t'rlain b, a dalk n·dhro ....... cia, "lit (1017) \ .. hith Hlnlailll'cI .. "111<111 
'1".lllli" of ,lIlimall)(Hll' 

I ht.'lut of Ihe pil .. IiKhth t'lIl1oatiu:d into the lilll' 1I111H." dmh lUI,IHilII(I clear reldlionshlp bel .... ('(·n till' 
Iv.o \\ .... e .. l.lbli.)hed. hum tht: r(:(mt'rc:d pUIlt:n ,Uld Ihe ~lIl1il.lIIl\ of tht'll fills, the\' are a .... III11t'd to Ix: 
hroa(ll, ()IlICmp01Jn. 

PhilH' 2. I .(lle Saxon - nU'(iln'al. lOth-I 1111 cenfUrlt',\- (/'lg\. J, ·1, 5 rlml 6) 

Irra I \ .. hallo\\, north-.. oUlh ullent<Jled gulh (1052) \\<1 .. I(K.lte:d l1<-'al Iht.' W. baulk. of \rea I I he: gulh 
(olll<lint.'d it .. ingle fill (1051) of dark grey hI 0\\:11 "Ih, \0 IIltl min" .. hel d of 13th-<:emun pOlin, v.a .. Il'll it'\ t'd 
flOm Ih" (onlext 
I,f'l/ 2 (Fig'" :l, 5, 6): An }o,,-\\", ollent.tled ditdl (20 12) t'"tl"lldt'd apprnxim.nd\ 7.3 Ill, from the: J., h.ltllk II 

mea"II1('d 0.9-1 Ill. \\ide <lnd hild <I maximum depth of (),6:) 111., \\nh ,I fl.u botlomed. funnd·..,hapt'd profilt .. 
v.l!id. i~ t)pi<:al of p<tlr~arlt: lI enche\ (llee bg. 6. sectioll ~!oI). I hl' \\" Il·lminu .. \\all compll'It'1\ 1I111ll.Hl'd I" 
dll(h 202~~ ('0<.'(' helow). '\U clilling e\ ld('llu: \\a .. Il'W\l'fl'd hom thl' tl'dbiO\\1l s'-lnd, .. ilt dltdl till .. (~(}IO, 
:!U II), 

\ 1<IIKl' pit (!W36) \\.I~ paru.tlh I(.'\ealed agaimllhe \\' h;IIi1i.., It IIIl'.I"Ull'd 2.3 m ..... ide x 2 t III long' II,'':; 
III. deep. ;Uld .... a'i ft.l! IXluomed ..... lIh ne:ar-\ertlctl "de .. , FI.I/r(II1<-'llt\ 11( bUlllt d;:l\ were found in Ihe fill .. 120:H-I 
.lIId :!O:19) of the pit. 'rhe$(' also pTn<iuu'd a miwd pOllt'n ,1 .... t'lIlhl.lgl·I<):\.. \( .• O:\...\Q. 0'-.\\1), bUI tht· tappl'l 
fill ...... ere hea' t" di~tlll ht.'d b~ a Idlel pit CW-I2). cdll\ing some (OIllOlIl1I1l.uioll 01 the o\el-all pottt'n <I .... l·mbt'Kt· 
.mel plobotbh .I(countlng 1'111 tht l"le ,heHh '0 olhel le<llUre .. v.e,·e identified .... hich could ht.· 
.. tratigIJphic.tlh d\'iocialed .... Ith ,hi~ pit 

Ph{/\I' J: 1 111l-13th rfll/llnl'~ (flg \. J, 5 tl1ul 6) 

111'112 (Fig. !i): FOllr pillbilblt· boundar), dllehe"o .... (:'1(:' Lite! 0111 dlliing thi' ph" .. (· I)fa<ti\'it~ .• Ind two pH ft'iltlll('~ 
ilia) bl' .-t~ .. (}(ialed .... ,ilh Iht'IIl, I he ditchl'~ wert' aligned :o-..-~, and F,-W., ill I ight-angles to (,<ld. olh('1. 

1)ltch 2015 ('l hglll'd E,-W.) eXlended MJIIle ().[I Ill . \\'. frolll ,ltl' ~ l'dge of excavation, and hn "()I Ill' :\.!i Ill. 
s, of. ,11)(1 parallel to, ditdl 2012 ofpha .. e 2. It W'H L"-~h<lpt'cI, and .lppro,imateiy 1..1 m. wide b~ O.H:llII. cll·t'P 
11t.·(' di"ullilanc'e has unfoltunateh ('Ompromised lhe (el.llIlil dalmg l'\lclcnte for lhe !t:!atult', .mel lIu.' 11th 
(clllun 'iherd'i frum il) uppel fitI.. arc (omielered 10 be tlllltl'oi'l' 

I)lttll 2061 was 'iilUaled (() the W. of dnch 20 It" follow illK till' \<IIlll' .llrgnmf'Ill, and \harill/r( 111(' ".1Il1t' n.lI 
b(}tll)med and steep ~idt'd l -shaped profile. It ~ fil1\ wmpll"l'd a PIIIIl,ln Kia, d .. lip (2073) 11\ell.liclll\ .. and, 
~llt.., (2(Hi2, 2071. 20i2), .tlld ;t ..and, (la, (206:~1 ..... hi<h eont.llllc:d t .... 11 Il'''ldu,ll \herd~ of Illiddle "»<}"I)II 1)!lllt'l \ 
,mel .1 .. mall qUillllit, (If bone. 

"urth-'I()lIlh dud. 2023 .1ppeOlred to be wntemporan .... l1h c!ltth 2061 It measured O. no m. l\idl'l)\ 1.111 
III (\('''1), and wlllained four fill~ ol\ill) cI,l\. I he priman fill (2024) h.ld the OIppearan(e 01 b.ltkfilllllg .. ~.uml 
.1 pO .. 1 palisade. and .... a' O\t'tialllin a dali.. reddi .. h bnmn d.l\ "It (2025). '1\\0 funher fiIJ'i (2026, 20~2) of 
mid blO .... 11 (Ia't .. ill cont.Jined animal bone but no plltlel' 

Dueh 205:\ lay :L,) m. II) the \\". of ditch 2U2:l; it fnll()Vo(·d Ihe ".lIne alignment <IS ditch 202:,\ .lIId h.ld ""nil,1I 
clllIll'nl;iom, Iht' UpPt'1 pall of the ditch wa .. eillileh lem()\('d In it latel recut. 2051. whKh I .. ~h(J\\1I 011 

Fig, 5, Only one origillal fill nfdllfll 2()[}:l \\Ini\'ed Ihc Il'( lIt,.1 Il'ddi,h 1)ff)\\11 ,ilty cia, (20':;4)lh<11 tont.linl·d 
lIolindll. 

1\\"0 I'll fl'dture!il IlId\ he ,w;,oci.lled, Pit (2027) \\.L" IOtaled IIIl1nedl.lleh to lhe~. of dillh 20D; u \-hl' 01 

I lIluldl .. hape, 1.60111. in diJ.met(T ,lIld 0.60 m. deep. It w" .. lilll'd .... uh t!lIt'e day/sand eleIX) .. u, (2U2H. 2031, 
20:l2) ,lJ1d contained pOl1f'n c\altng to Ihe 13lh !.entul) (OX,\(., OXBI\. OXA\t) and an llllal hont.' 

An ()\<tl PI' or pm!llblc ea'itern ditch tel mint! .. (20 12) wa .. IIx,ued h) the W. t'dge of ex(a\,JliulI, .1IIe1 
IIUIlCltt'eI lhe lill\ 01 the large phase 2 pit 2036. Pit ()J 1t'lIl1inll\ 2U 12 wnta.ined a ~illKle fill (2U-I:l) (II 
grt'\-,bro .... n !>iln loam, v.hidl wiltaint"d .1 large qu,lntil~ (If l)(lttC"n I F\lS. Ox,l.C, O'Bf, 0:\\. ():\RR, 
0:\,,\\1), .lIlel.1 'imall qU<lntil~ 01 animal bone, 'ililR Jnd 111l' h.I!oI;mt'nt~. I he dimemiom of lhl" k.llull' .... t·le ( 
n.9() Ill. v. ide b, I Ill. in depth. 

In addition.l l~th-<.t'n1un token, funher potten ,mel "ome." amlllal heme." .... 'as ram'eled trom ;111 .tlt'.1 ul 
I(KII cil'ilUrbanct" (2014, nOl IIlmlratl'li). !lx.-ned at thl' " t'dgt: (If l').(.l\ation. adjacent III tIlt' \\, ('dgl' "I 
cille h 202:1. 
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Phm( -I. / 11},·/51}, (rultall" 

11/'11 J (hg. I): \ \;1I~"i..- IIIt:guhl1 h:<ltIlU-, IIltt'lpreted <1\ all l·pi .. odl' of ~~~I("nMII( gran-I qlltllI) ing. illld 
(oll\i .. liIlK nLIl ka~I ,11It"t· 1I11t'IHltting pil~ (I OOH.I O:~fi and 10:\9). n,u:nOl'd ()\ cr Illu(h of the !'oj. ptll t oi.\r("a 
I, ,lIId Ix.·\ond Ihe IICI1(h to Ihe \\ , and' 'Ill' surface areCl(mt'lt'd b\ Iht'\e h:alulcs Cllllounu:d to mCI ~() 
"(I· Ill •• Incllht· ... lInpk l"(;I\.lIinn nlllw k.lIllIl" Ic\eal("d.J 1Il."IIIIUI1I dC:plh \ariCluun from L:! m In I.M III 
'lll"lmH'r fill .. "., "t'ell \H'I(' a mi,turt:" olll1id-hwl'on .. lib and 1'11111.1" graH·I .. llImpin~. \1.d and UpPt'1 fill~ 
\\l'lt· )~PIl·I.llh dall.. gll'\ Inown .. ih .. , lilt' lill .. \\('Ie \('1\ <It'.IIl, .lp;1I1 fwm.\ Ie" .. h<:rd~ of 0'\..\( (hom lilh 
lO:m .mel I 0:\71 .tnd anilll.iI he)l1(' and ~1I1.111 h ,1j{1Il('nh III lik 110111 ,Ill upper fill ( lu:n) .. \ pt:ll.lIlIlU!;J1 (Oppt'l 
,lIlu\ Ilroo(h \\.1 ... tI .. cllnO\t·'l·d III)IIl an Uppt'l lillla\l'l (l{nUI 01 Iltt· quarr~ ("l'e \Ilt-II below). 

\ .. m,11I I'll til pm .. ihh .1 dnl h ICI IlHIIU" (I n:l:I) \\-,\ .. IMIII.tI" In l'.lh·d a~<tin"l Ihl' t'.J~1 edgt' of \It'.1 I 

l¥IfJ 2 (h~. :,): \ .. IMllm .. pil I;?(l:ii) "a .. p.lIll.llh Il'n".kd .I~,IIIl"1 lilt, '-t. l·dgt· til \!t'a 1, .mel 1l1l'a.\UIl·c! 1 .)() III 

In I III III. In f 0.2111. cinp II ""<I~ <'("mitlllul.1I III plolll.lI1d \\." filled hilh" hnlhn'gll'\ .. ill (20.:iM)nml.lIl1l1lJ.;' 
.. 1ll'l(h 010'\.\( .111<1 O,\IH \\ "lIggt'~lt'd '" l-'ig. \, Ihi~ 111.1\ 1t'll1t'''''111 tilt' llonlwlIlIllU\lt"c!gl' of lilt, '111.111\ 
pil Illmlh t'\itit'llllll\I(';I I 

Phml' 5, 15/1i U'lIlwy? (FIK' , 3, 1 (lwl 5) 

I/nll J 111///2· I he IMIII;II" 101>1)("d loulldaliOll .. oj ;1 , .~ Ollt'lll.lIed Il·(I;'III1-:III.1' 'Wilt' blllldmg ('>11I1({mt· 
10(1) \\t'Il' I l'UlIdl·d III h011l \n:.t~ 1 .tIlt! 2, I ht, 11l1l1dinj{ II1t'.I",,,,'d r 17 Ill. "0111',10 S. and 9 III I- to \\' 
lilt· \\.111... \\hith haci.IIII.I,inlulfl "idlh 01 ( II.X:! Ill,. "t'll' Iqlll"l'lItl"d In palli.I'" Iflblx:d "Wilt· IO()lln~ ... 
(On .. lll1tll,<I 01 rough" ht'\\11 UIlIIlOI'I.Ul·d Iillll''oIUllt' hind, .. 1Il('."UllI\g;t minimulIIlIl (>-liO 111. In 0.111 Ill, h\ 
II.fI~ Ill. 

l P 10 ~I' lOlll'C" (111/1(' \\.lllioundillioll\ (m.IXIIllUtII clquh 0,31 III.) .. uni\l'cI.lllhl· S, end Ollhl' hUilcling 
.lIul .tioug kill 01 Iht, ~ 'iele. Ihl' \\ ... illt, 01 11ll' huildlllg \\0\ .. 1101 l"(;I\Ollt'll, .tilhuugh ii' PO~IIHlI\ hOi' 
t'\1.lhli~lll'd In thc ~1lI;11I t'xtl'mion IIl'lI<h t'XI.I\.itt'l1 011 the \\' .. uk III ,\Ica I, and.1 mbhlug I1t'l\( h (~?IIillllll 
\It:,\ 2. Wh[,I(' Illl' ".111 found.lliml" {lo .... ("(1 t·,lIlit·, k.lIl11l'" Iht"1 dl')>lh h.ul 1x.'l'1l in(lt'awd III ImplCl\l' 

'1,lbilll\, I hi .. "a~ 1l00l'd alou).:: ( :\.:lO Ill. 01 tilt, '-t (·ml. \\hl'lt' Ih,' \\.111 lon .. 11 \It liol1 {III 111I1)(,lIl'd Ihl' ph,I"e I 
gl.l\d tlll,1I1 \ pil IOO~1 ((I ,I deplh of ( {),:lO III I hl·lo\\l·1 '0111'('" h.ld .11"0 hC:l'n ''It'PI)('d on Ihl' c,ll'\ Il.Il ~Idt· 
.11 Ihi, !loinl, p,e~lInl.lbh .1' ddclilional ('OIhOhdatiOIl 01 ,hl' .. It III 11I1l' 

\/1 t'I\lI.II1((" \\,I .. IOl;lIt'<I, tllhel LO 11ll' , 01 {('/lltt· 011 the L "Iell' of lilt' huilcl1llg. I hc elllranll' \\,1\ :\.1~) III. 
m \\Hlth .\!lel ill Iht' 101111 01.1 ponh-w,I\. hili. "ICIIIC' 101111(\.111('''' l'Xlt'I1(ling Illt)le Ih'III:! Ill. out 111lI1I 11K Jo.. 
I.u['. ·1 ht" ,. "I<ie ollht, pOI(h h<\ .. ~itll,lIl'd ht:'"l'CII Ih(' 1\\0 t'XI.I\.lIioll \1(',1'0, hili \\;) .. <II It'a\, cidillt'ci in plat!, 
If nOI lui" t"U;l\tHl'd, In I ('IIlII\i\1 0/ i1I11JIIIIII.d .11111111111 til 1I\(·,bllldl'l1 .. '0 l',iclt'll(t· of ,li.,It, 1'0'1" \\,1" 1I01t'<I 
\\Uhlll Ihl' l"po~ccl 1);111 01 thl" huildillj.{ IOOlllTllIt. Iht, lompkll' ,lb'('lIu' 01 ,111\ .. ul\l\illg floOl 1.I\l'.' 01 
IIl1clllal tIC. (lIlMlion dq)U\it .. might .. ug~("\1 thai IlwH' \\.1 .. IH 1).:111,111\ •• flilJ'!; .. IOIH: 11001. "hidl wOlild (l"1 1;l1l1h 
ha\'(: he.'l·1I ~.Ih.lgeclf{ll Il·lI\t· d .. t' .... hl·f(· CIII((' Iht' huihlinK \\.1\ dl'IIIUIi .. Ill'd, ,,, auh,\l·ologie. .. ll',ult'lIu· \\.1' 
ItllllHltcl {I,uIh Iht, dall' ollhl' (ic.-Illoliliflll uflht· huilding. 

\ l.lrgl· .. uh·mOlI pil (11);)9) orientl'd 1,.,\\ ,mel me.·;lsUling f 1,.1) III. in length In 1.1111. \\Hle 1-\.1'1 IO(illl"Il 
apPIO,illl.ltt·h ill Ihe lenlll' ol\rea 2. It \\.1 .. 0, 10m. dl"l'p .lncll lllll( .llecilht, ph.hl·:{ ditch 20:!:!, .mci,lIt, 
pm .. ihlt"~, It'lmilllh of ph'hl':\ ditl'll ~1I1i1 It 1II111.lIl1l·c!" 'lIIgh- fill (:!Uf)M) of (LIlI..~n·\ c!;,n "lit "ilh.1 "1\1.111 
llUlllht·\ 01 pIOb'lb" Il'''ldll.\1 pOl\ht'ld, c"lIin~ 1'1 Iht'mid Illh (1'111111\. 

1111· IRO'\(,F 1'01 I F.RY I" \USI \IR B.\R( I \\ (Fig'. 9.10) 

\ lol;tt 01 11 .. held .. \\t'iglllllg HI:!:} g. \\t'I(' 1l'{O\('It'cI hOIl\ 1\\0 fill .. ( IOU--lJ 01 a .. inj{!t' .. h.ll1cm pll (10111). 
Ik .. pill" Iht, '0111.111 ,ilt: III tht· PUlle.'I\ ,h'lt'mhl"Kl' II .II>Pt·.II, 10 illllucll' a 1.IIIAt· III \t· .... d 101111 .. 11t.lt \\l'll' 
manULttttllt·d hom" "lIgk l;lkan"Ou"ll"Inpt'll'd tlillit. I hl' \t· .... t·I .. lolll1 a lol1<'ITI1I .1 .... (·mhlaKt· th,1I t.11I hl' 
.1 .... iglll·d.lII t·,ldie .. 1 II'CII\ \~e dillt' (~Ih-hlh It'IIIUI\ B('). ()I\t. pOI 'Ippl·an 10 he.·;J \\;l\lt'l hum lillllj{, \\Iult­
amllitl'l \(· .. ,d h'I\ 11,1( t'\ 01 lml III 1'l:'lciUl' llHl1I ,Iting \I'l' .1' ,I I Olllo;.lIIg pOI, II I .. ,uggl· .. tl:d Ihat tht· \n"t·l .. ht'lt' 
IIlll'1I11011.d" ,(,1,·( led .mel huried III lilt' pit .I'.t .,1I11l11l1 ed UI IlIu.d (!t-pu .. 1l 

.\./l'lhod%J.,ry 

I Ill' a\'l:lIIbl"!{l" \\,IS l)ualllilil'cI In "eight tlnd .. lIl'l(l Illllllht'l (ll'Iillll1!{ Irl· .. h h"'<lL. .. \\I.'rl' c,tluc\l'fl !tOll1lltl: 
.. lind (OUIlt). I he 1'011('" \\;1, (itaraneri"I'd 1)\ lahlie fmlll , .. tlll.lH' 11("llmenl. d('(Olalion and W\UIII. .1IIe1 a 
Il'tord ";I, In.ldc oll)llllllll·~idue.'" Onh Iht II1C11l' di.tgIlO .. 11I It',tlllit'd .. held, \\Cle h'll'd lilliit' t;1I<lluKlil' 
lilt" .. hod .. "l'll: aI1<l",l·d u\lng i.t hillCKUloll Illl(nI'UIIH: (\. 10) .mel "(')l" cI"icil'd min fabli{ ),tIUlijl\ h\ 
primlpal imlmlon l,pc:. o.\l "<lndanl (IKlt" "t'll' u\t·d In (it-lloll' IIl(h"iun 1\ pt·,: .\ := .. ,md ({1",1I1! .md 
olhl'l millt'lOll matle.'r), 1- Iime .. tont .. S ,lll·11. I' = pdkl .. (11,1\, 1(·nugil1uu,). '-till' Iilngt' rOl IIldu\lOIl'o 
I K < I 111m fint,; ~ = 1-:\ 111 Ill. line·nwdium; :\ = :\ 111111.< tIlnlilllll-lO,U-"t' 
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Fig. 7. Land to the west of Church Vicw, Bampton : site and prinlipal fC'llllre~ in relalioll LO identific·d 
pn::hi.,tol ic <lnd earh medieval features (after J. Blair. 1M /J rollU . Igt' BllmJU'J lmd 0" CJumli)ard (BimtplOll 

Research Paper 5. 1999), Fig. 1). 
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Fig. 8. Land to the west of Chul"lh Viev., Hampton: latc Illcdie\al barn \uperimposed onto 
18th/ 10th celltun pmpt'IIY hOullctllies. 

""'(lbrir 

N 

rhe \e~seh "ere made Ii'om a single calcareous labrit" SL\P(Ft') :S. a hard, ill-sorted fabril \,ilh moderiltt' 
"hell pl .. t("let ~, rare angular lime~tone, rart' qualll ... and ,mel rau.' inHl-I-ich pellets. 

f1nllg and manufacillre 

fhe in< \u'iion .. identified within lhe rdbl it ind,<ate th;lt lo(al tldn all(.1 temper "ere used in their mallufalture. 
I he use of (alcareous temper, espeClall) crushed fo .... il 'iln'lI, \\" .. \"l'I) willmon during the earh Jron\ge_ 1 
Ihe limeSLOlll', quartl sand and fermginoll'i pellet., {"(mid ;111 Iw naturally occurring within th(' ch" .. \11 tht, 
POl\ \\-en;' handmade and open fired. h!)m the bre<lkagt' p<ltlt'lm il I~ possible to suggesl Ihal \('sscl III (Fig 
o 1\0. 1) '-Ould hi.l\t' been ring buill, \\ hile Ihe H'llinil hre'l~s ill vessel 1'4 (Fig. 9 No. ·1; Fig. 10) indi('lIl' Ihilt 
it .... ·ilS probably 'il"h built . BOlh vessel'i call ied finger Illal ks 011 lite interiol sudace fmm Ihe..' moulding ollile 

-I ( •• Lamhmk, ' Pitfalls and l'os3lbihties III Iron _\gc:: Jlottc::n Silldie~ - EXpenl'IKeS III the L ppcr Illallles 
Valle)', in B Cunliffe and D. ~1iles (eels.), AljH'cL\ IlJ lIu' Imn IKI'In Cnllml SoufllPrll Bnlam (OLGA ~fllIl(). ~. 
19H-I), 165 
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~houldcr •• nd netk. "hith in ,essel PI ale qUIlt' pWllIllInlcd. \ 'e\sel PI ha~ numerou!'t spall marks and lOuld 
haH' lml it'" bast' a,; a fe .. ult of this proce!'ts. This could It'';Uit Imm the H:'!'tSCi'S not ha\'ing been dried befon~ 
Imng, imd h.l\ IIlg Iht-'n been heated tOO rapldh dunng linng . .'i Tlms Iht, H~ .. ~el can be descllbed as a waster. 

hJnlH (lml dillt' 

rllt' f<mm (Ktur in a range of si7es , and can all be bnMdh desnibed as bip;'lI'titc with angular .. houlders and 
mllca\"(.· ned .. s and naltcned or squared rims. '111e largt'M i .. Iht' decOl'illt:d Jar (P I; Fig. 9 No. I), '" hile the ba~ 
(1'3. Fig. 9 No.3) from a ... ccond probable jar and a tlmd lIluc.h ~mallel jal' (N: Fig, 9 No.4) also occur. In 
addilioll. thclc is a rim (I~; Fig_ 9 'n. 2) f!"Om " \mall pmhahh hiconicOlI Clip or 00\\1. Similar forms 10 .111 
these ves~e! .. arc pre\cnl amongst a~semblage .. of linallatc nnHl/l' _\gt.' or cadiesl Iron Age date and par.IUeb. 
can be f(mnd .<It d numbCI of sitt's in Ihe Lpper I hames V'lllq.~i The GllcareoU'i fabric also indicates a date 
withill tht· {'drhe .. ' Iron Age, Hth-6th century cal Be. 

l '.\f (lIui1l'(,(1Y 

I h(.' large H,., .. t:l WI) has it hUl'Ilt residue on it .. interior surLllc indicming that it was probably used as a 
woking pot, although Ihi .. form is usuall)' associ'ltcd "ith swrage. Ihe smalll-im (1l2) is probably f!'Olll a cup 
01 bowl tlMt could ha\C been used as an indi\idual serving ;lnd eating \es<,el. rhe waster PI. as discussed 
above, v.a~ IlCH.'r u .. ed but could ha\'e been more sUllabll' for \wJ'age. 

COllle."tJ 

~Iost of the pottt'r) was n.'co\'cred from fill 1013 (1M !lhercb. 575 g.) \\Ilh the remamder (6 sherds. ·150 g.) 
coming fmm lill 10 l-t_ I he buer accounted fm- most of H,\ .. e! 1'-1. \\-hile a refitting rim sherd came from 1013. 
rhere \,,1" e\idellte thai the pit depOsit had beCIl disturbed 1)\ ploughing ..... hich could account for the 
(\lsplatl'mcnl olthi .. and other .. herds. Originalh the pottery might haH.' been placed in the centre oflhe pit 
v. nh \t's"eI PI in\ CI ted 0\ cr a deposll of animal bone with the large rim and shoulder sherd (P I) phlCed either 
0\'t.'1' 01 along.,ich.' It. 

DU(il\.H01I 

Sillliial pOltt'l} ha., bcell found at a small number of~eltlcmcnl .,ites 011 the L ppcrThames brra\els and often. 
likc lhe p,c.,cnt asscmblagc, from singh:: pil dt:posits.? Sometime .. Ihis type of pottery occurs with elaborately 
(il-rorateci \'csscl~ that havc aHinilies with Ihe so-called 'AU c<'lIIning .. Cross' style ~scmblages from nonh 
Wiltshire.1! although no such vessels wefe found at Ilampwl1. 

\s a group of pottery this is an interesting depoliit bcGIU'it: of lhe range of vessd sites represellled. and 
wuld repn::sent a dOlllcstk 01 household assemblage. At least some of the pottery had been used. "hile the 
most complclc pOI could be considered as a possible wastcr. rhe ~e1ection of the diffcrenl \<esseis along \\-ilh 
the v.a.,ter could indicate lhat this was a placed or !lped'll deposit. Thcrc are a number of similar pit deposits 
from the Oxford area of the Lpper TIlames region. ,\t KirthnglOll. Oxon part ofa fine bowl \\hich had sIgns 
of warping .md sooting and is of transilionallalc Brolllc\geicarl) Iron Age dale was reco\'ered itS the onl) 
lind from d piLII rhere are other depo .. ils Oflhis date "cconled (rom Slandlake and from Nev. Windes Farm. 
hnshalllihat also induded imened oo"b and in Ih('~ ta'iCS o\eriircd 'iherds. 1II 

(,'allllogllf 

P I. Fig. 9 '0. I COlltext 1013. Rim and shoulder from iI 1<lrge bipartite shl)uldeled Jar (9 sherds. 495 g.), that 
ha,; a .. qualed plain rim. an applied finger-nail lrnprt'~~('d ned .. cordoll. Ohlique finger-nail imprc')sed 
(i<.-'{'ol<ltion on:un 011 the shouldel: The \l'sscl has beell burnt lhrough u~e. Fabric SlAP. Colour: ext. I'ecldi'ih­
brown; core grey; ill! blad,. Condition fair. 

5 O. Ryc. Polfny Ttrlmology: PnlloplfJ and Ruo-n.~lrll(tto" ( larilxaculll Manuals on Alchaeol. No. -l), IlL 
h I~ Booth. report on Iron Age pOller)" from Cresswell Flcld, Varnton, OAU excavation report, in pl·ep. 
7 I here is, for cxample. a single pit deposit from OAt., exca\-ations al Cresswell Field, VanHon. Single 

pit dCpOllits are also kno\\-n from New Windes Farm. E}'I1sham. from Standlake and from Kiniinglol1. 
I! Duncan. Harcla} and Lambl'id" report on Ihe Iron Age polter}' from Gravell) Gu)",OAL excavation 

n~port, 111 prep. 
9 D. W. 11 .. lniing. TJU' IrQ,l Agt In tlu ('pp" ThamJ'~ 8(lIin (1972). 81-2. 
HI D.W. I larding. 'An Iron l\ge Site at KirL1ingwn. Oxon', atomnnw. xxxi (1966). 157 & Fig, 14 .. \. 
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~ig . 9. Land 10 th<: \\<:'L of (:Iundl \'it·w, 1~<lmpLoll : Inm Age pOllen 

1'2 Fig. 9 1\,,:0, 2. Context 1013. Plam rim (2 g.) fmm" ..,m'llI hi partite (UP orjal'. Fabric SL"\P Colour: c.'Xl. 
reddj.,h·brov. n thloughoul. Condition lair. 
pj Fig. 9 'n. 3. Context 1013. Base (25 g.) probabh from a ,mall 10 medium sized jar. Fabric ~I.J\P C()IcHIl 
l'XI. rt'ddi~h-hmwn; lOre and inl. gre\. Condition fair. 
P I Fig. 9 '\0. 4 ilnd Fig. 10. Context 101 :\·4_ .\hllmt tomplctc bipartite jar (II sherds, 480 g.) with sqllall'C1 
nm thill has heen decorated with oblique inci~ed finger-nail nnpre'isiom. -I he \essel has a spalled .,urf;I«' ,mel 
no hi-l~l', Fahl ic SL-\I~ Colour: ext. reddish-brown Ihroughoul. Condition fair. 

I I lie I'OSI-RO~IA;-.J POTfERY I" PACL IILiNKIIORN 

lhe pOUt'n a ... semblage comprised 101 sherd~ \\ilh a lotal weight of 1073 g_ The del<lils of Ihe POttl'l\ 
O«UrI"ell{(, h} number and height of ~herds pel wntexi b} fabric type is intluded in the archive. I he 
il!l~emhl<lg~ comprised mainh Saxo-Norman or hiler P0II.('I"\. wilh a dale range of the Illh·15th cenlllne~, 
Jlthough 'mall quanlllies of Iron Age, Romano·Bllli"h and eari)'illliddle Saxon handmade pOller) welt' al~o 
noted, along with two she,·ds of 8th- to 9lh-cenlllry ?North hC'nch Blackware. rhe last nanll'd «Ill be seen to 
be Ilighly sign ificant, as it is onl) the 1()Unll lind of 'lIcll matel ial ill lile rhames Valley to tile we~t oll.l)ndon, 
and indicate, the exiStl'llce ora middle')axon sett lement ofsollle statu') at Bampton. 
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Fab,.ic.~ 

rhe maJonty of the poltcr) compl"ised types which are well·known in the region. Where appropliate. the 
coding !»Slem and chronology oflhe OxfQl'dshire County l)pe·serics ha$ been used,11 a3 fi:>llows: 

OXAC: Cotswold·t}pt' ware, AD 975·1350. 54 sherds, 501 g. 
OXBF: Nonh·blst WillShire Warc. AD I050-ll()O. 7 "herds, 30 g. 
OXV: Medie\'al Oxford ware. AD 1()7!l-1:~50. 5 sherds. 57 g. 
OXAQ East Willshirt· Ware, earl) 12th-earl), 15th eelllury. 3 shel'd$, 3·1 g. 
OXBS: \1inetY·IHH.' ware. AD 112:;·1500. <4 sherd'i. 36 g. 
ox..\\1. Brill BOJr<;tall \\,H'e, AD 1200·1600. 15 <;11I:rd'), 105 g. 

In addition. Ihe follo\\lI1g poue1")' types were noted: 

b.llly/Middlc Sa.xon handmade wal cO). 7 ~herds, 68 g. All the sherds contained ve1")' sparse to moderale uolitlC 
limestone up to 2 mill., and sparse to llIoderate chaff \'oid~ up to 4 mm. 

?t\:orth French Blad.ware. 2 shcrds. 39 g. 8th-9th century'. Soft. grey fabric with orange margins and a 
blad. burnished outer surface. Moderate subangular quanz up to 0.5 mm .. sparse rounded red and bl.uJ.. 
lroll'otonc of the same ~ile. I nelusions gi\c the surface a fine 'pimpled' effect. 

1.<lle Medie\'al Oxidized ware. 4 sherds, 153 g. ?15th century. This material hasa number orsources in Ihe 
sOlllh and east midlands, such as GlapdlOrn (NonhanlS)12 and Great Brickhill (Bucks).13 111C falme I~ 
generally very hard and grey, wilh w('ak LO bright orange surfaces, sometimes Wilh a poor quality green glillc. 
ModenHc 10 dense subrounded quartl up to I mm., with IIparse rounded ironstone up to 2 mm. Occasional 
calcareous fragmellls_ Full range oflate medievaVtransitional vessel forms (cisterns, 'fish dishes'. etc). Find.; of 
the material ha\(~ been made at Sill'S in the Thames Valle, to the E. of Sampton, such as King Stable Street. 
F({ln. H 

J'ft.\.H'/ FOrr1L\ 

"he small aSlIcmblage size and lhe high fragmentation of the pouery made detailed anal~sis impo~sibl('. 
Iloweyer, a fragment of a handle of a COLSwolds.type ware cUlfe\\ was noted in context 2039, and a small 
fragment of a high" vitrified crucible occurred in context 1030. Otherv,ise. the assemblage wa., 
unex(-cptional, \\uh the fe\\ rimsherds present indicating that the majority of Ihe assembl.lge consisted of 
unglazed jars. ahhougb hodysherds from glazed jugs were also noted. 

DisnLmml 

Ihe prt.'<;ence ohherci-, of handmade Saxon pottery suggesl thai there was activit)" in the \'innit\ of this IIlll' 
during the earl, and middle Saxon period. This is funher supported b) the presence of the two sherd ... of 
burnished ?Norlh French Blackware, which are \\-onhy of some discussion. Such wares are Ica"tOnabl) well­
at wilted from middle Saxon pons such as I pswich, London and Southampton, IS but are cxtremely rare finds 
awa) from these area'). Ihe<;e sherds, which are both from the same vessel, represent an addition to a V(T' 

II M. Mellor. 'Oxford POlle!"). a S.,.nthcsis of Middle and Late Saxon, \tcdic\"al and r ... r" Post-medieval 
PUIlel y in the Oxford Region', OXO"jn/II(l, Ilx (199-4). 17·217 

t2 C. Johnston, 'I he Excavation of '"0 Late Medic"al Kilns wnh \.s'>ooi.lled Buildings at Glapthorn, 
near Oundle, Nonlltlmptollshire', MedIeval CtrOmic.f, 21 (1997), 13-42 

13 M.R. McCarthy and C.M. Brooks. Medu!"'oal Pottn) In fin/a;" AD 9(}()-1600 (1988). 
H P. Blinkhorn and G. Pugh, Excavation of the Med,n'lll Woltrfrrmt at K'''g Sillbll' Slrl'et, Floll, IJnks (Ox!. 

Archaeo!. Unit Oecas. Paper No.7. 2000). 
tS K. Wade, 'I pswich'. in R. Hodges i.lnd B. Ilobley (eds.), nU' Rebirth of Tau'7U j" 1M ~tf'l AD 700-10'0 

(CSA Res. Rep. 68); R. Hodges. The Hamu'ih POllery. LM Local alld Imported ltilres from )0 ),ean' F.'«Ot'<JlumJ ot 
Middle Saxon SOllthmllpton and thnr Ellr~{m Context. (SARC Rep. 2, CB.\ Res. Rep. 37); L. Blackmore. 'The 
Anglo-Saxon POller),',111 R_L. Whytehead and R. Cowie wnh L. Blackmore, '-Iwo Middle Saxon Occupalion 
Sites: Exca\'ations atJubilec Hall and 21-22 Maiden Lane', 7hms. Landrm & Mufd.tArduuo/ SQ{. 39 (1988). 
81-110. 
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small corpus of such linds (10m the I hames VaJle), and are one of the most \\t: .. tel h linch of .. uch material. 
_.-\1 lhl .. lime, the onh other lind,>pots apart from LundmU'tl' are from Lake Fnd Road, \Iaidenhead, (hfm d 
and Old Windsor.lfi The Oxford ~helds were associated with radiocaJixm dates of the latc Sth 'earl) 9th 
centurrl7 

The most '>ignilic:ant a!)pelt of the occulTence of this potten: is the proximit) of the site 10 the I)ostulated 
nudelle S.1,on mill''1le'· church .11 BamplOn. I~ Imported pollery such as thi on I) tends to occur at spc:'cific t\opes 
of sue, rno,>1 common I) tho\(' \\-uh a ')ignilicam religiom componenl or an as:.ocialinn "ith a m)al t:~tateyl 
Certainl), lht: other site .. in the Ihames \'"lIe\ ",hich ha\e produced imported \\,lIes (an be argued a., 
belonging to one of the\(' ' .... 0 Gllegories on grounds other than the ceramic. and Ihi'> lind can thcn~fore be 
taken to indiG.He that BamplOll was of some Status during the middle Saxon period, and perhaps "IUPIX)r1 the 
hypothesis thaI there wa~ an eccieloia."IticaJ site of some significance there, 

Some dis<:ussioll 1"1 neCe""I.1n \\nh regard to the chronology of Ihe contexlS lhal produced onh .'>herds of 
OXAC. Such material i.., kno" II in Ox(()rd from lhe later 9th centllr~, although il (lid not ix'Come common 
unul alter the mid Illh celllur~. ,\ sherd was also nOlW in the bank of the bllrh .Il Criddade, ..... hH.h i~ dated 
to the laler 9th century on hi"u)lic<ll grounds. HOWeH!r. the absence oflate Saxon Oxford shell" ware (OXI\) 
at this site suggesl'> that the OXAC !{IOUPS noted here are probabl) late. OXB i .. known at MIt'S in Ihenlames 
valley in Oxfordshire during Ihe 91h <lnd 10lh centuries, but is lhought to have fallen from U!ot.' beforc AD 
1020 from the t.'vidence flOm Oxford. Similarh-. lhe lack. ofSt. Neot's warc althis ... itc suggests that tht' eilrlieM 
pouery groups (hlle 10 arollnd the mid 11th celllur), as such malt'l-ial is thought 10 have had a usc·lift.' In tht' 
region of l. AD 925·1 050.2{) 

This sile would st'cm 10 h"v(' bcel) occ.;upicd ITlOI'e or less continuollsly thlOUgh the medie\al pCllod unul 
lhe 15th centul'), It;s pos .. iblc, froll1lhe pOller} evidence, thatthel't~ wa.'> a hialus ill aCllvit) during the 11th 
cenlU'1-, but the identilication of pouel') assemblages of this dale in the region is \-er) much dependent on 
vessel form. paltlculmly tho<;e of BrilLBotlrSlall wares (OXMl). Ilowe\'cr, the absence of ,Ill\- identifiable 
\'es~els of this dale from Ihi, sitt.' i"l alo much due to lhe fragmentary nature of mo"ll of lhe pOllcn ;.lS 10 any 
hiatus in acti\'il). 

THE DAUB AND BURN'I CLAY b) KAYT BROWN 

A small Cjuamit) (523 g.) of bumt day was rct.oH:-red during the exca\'ation, and <I detailed (Iuamificalian of 
the malerial b} contexl is IIlduded in the archi\e. The onh diagnostic matel"ial comprised possible daub 
(ragmems from contexb 20:\8 and 2039, bOlh lills of pit 2036, and dated through associallon with tbe CCl"illllK 

evidence to lhe 10lh 10 Illh (enlUnes AD. Context 2039 aJone produced 430 g. of pu<;sible daub with 
smoothed ouler .'>udilCe'i, although \\<lttJe impressions \\ere nOI observed .• \11 the material cOllSlloled of a sand~ 
Cbl~, presumabl) dell\ed 110m a source local 10 the site. Assemblages of bumt cia, (a'> opposed 10 deliberalel) 
lired cia) objec~ lou(h as 100111\\ eighl.!o) ale a common lind on archacological sites. helllg produced through a 
range ofprocesses.\hhough often SUI'VI\lI1g onh as amorphous fragmenl.!o, its presence is generally taken to 

indicate domestic ;tCli\'il) on the ~He. 

TIlE METALWORK ASSEMBLAGE by LEIGH ALLEN 

A small assemblage of 19 Ulctal objct.ls W;lS recovered from the (,\'aluation and Ihe eXCiwallOll, wl1lpl'i'ling 3 
copper allo) and 16 iron obj('cis. 

The copper .. nO} objects comprise .. leHon, d hl'Oo(h and a buckle plate. Nidi. M<l)hc\'o of Ihe\shmolean 
~fuS{,lIm has identilied the .J{'{(on iruln cOlllext !WI3, the lill of a lree hole . It IS f. nglish-IlI<1de and diltes to 

t6 P. Blinkhorn, 'The Posl·Roman POller)"'. in J. I liller, S. Foreman and S. Mnnilllcr, flu· Arrhal'oJolO' ofa 
J\fuldle -nll"n~s UmibrajJl, Vol. 3: '1IIglo-Sa..wn IQ Po~t·Mtdln.'lll (OAU Thames Valle) LandM:apes monognlph. 
in pl·ep.); M. Mellol , 'Lale Saxon, Medieval and Later Pouel1', in B.C. Durham, The Thames Cro!)sing <It 
Oxford: Archaeologi(al Studies 1979·82', Oxmlimsia, xlix (198--1); G.C. Dunning.J .G. llursl,J.N,1.. \1YH'S 
and F. Tischler, 'Anglo·Saxon Ponery: A Symposium', ,Hrdil'l'O.1 Ardul.tol. 3 (1959). 1·7~ and Fig 2·1-

t7 Mellor up. cit. note 11. p. 41. 
1M Blair op. cit. note 2, p. 6,1. 
19 p.\\'. 1~linkh()rn , 'Of Cabb.;lges ,Ind Kings: I)roducllon, Trade and Consumption in \liddle Saxon 

England', III M . .\ndcrton (cd.), A"g'&--~ax(m Trodmg emlres and "mr Hl1I/ahmd\ Bnmui 1M Fmponfl (19991. 
10-1 L 

20 \1ellor op. cit. nOle II, Pl'. 4()"'I, 31-2, 5;. 
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r I :~OO ,llthoug-h it could hit\ e been in circulation until r 1400, I he brooch rrom c:ontext 1030. ,Ill upper fill 
()I qu,lI n I O:~9, i, it \mall ddic.<ue pcnannular bn}()(h. with ;l dnular-<;enioned hoop and globular ternunab, 
I hi~ len III of bn}(xh is earh iron _\oge in origin bUI maintained it, popularity in the Roman and Saxon 
P('I iod~_~1 I he bud..le phut from context 1037. abo a qual n fill. is rolded. reCl.angular and rece!)st'd for the 
hana'. I hat' i" a small hole in eac.h {'omer lor aUil{hmenl; ()Ile haS;t tack slill in Ii/It, 111ere is a larger hole 
101 tht, pin, \\ hich is mi'!)lIlg_ J he upper plate ha') il Mmple dec.mation in Ihe form or a Kalloped edge, 

I he iron ohje.-c.-t!l tlJ!hI'" 01 a ~pU1 .• 1 hor<;eshoe. 2 hOl,e,hoe n'lils. a lnife, a stapled hasp, 6 nail" 2 strips. 
hagmelll' of ~het'I, and a mis(ellaneow; fragment. rhe .. pm from ('Valuatloll context 14 (part of l'has('1 
qllal n 10(9)." <l plicl ~Plll of late Saxon 01 ('(lll~ Illt'dit'\al dalt',1 Iw goad i!) relalive!) slender and the anm 
ill(' long \\ilh a 'hghl (unt' to fit undt'l the In",lIt'r\ <lnklt-,:!:! lht' termin311-ing<; are both innllllplelt" tlnd tht' 
'd ,1\ , IIlcii( ate dt'wrati\e inc;i~ed lines IU't hehind I he 1t'lIl1ill<l1 ling:-._ 

lht' IHH~t':-.hot" fragment 110m context IO:>H, Ihe IIppel- till of ph,l<;e -J pil 1055. is a late medic\"ililollll 
1l('qut'llIh repollt"c1 from 141h- ilnd 151h-(entlll) wntt'xls.t:i A IlC)1't'~ho<' IMil frolll evalualion ('Ollle»1 2 
(pml-nwdlt'\ ill plollghsoii) i~ of a type lI'ed wit h hor~c',h()e, wllh It'ctangular countersunk holes daung to I he 
I :'hh ,lIlfl 141 It rcn(tll \.t,1 t\ ,emnd ho"t:~hot' nail. from COlllex' 20 Hi (;'1Il upper fill of phase 3 dildl 2050), is 
of till' fiddlt' kt'\ 101m designed LO ~it in the long <OUIlI('1 '"llk holt':o. of hOl'\eshot's of the 'Norlllitll' l\pt', a t) pe 
ol\hot' ,h,1I 1101<; hanlh scen before the COllquest but was COllllllon thc:reaftelllltO Ihe 13th {'t'nlun-'. The knifL' 
hom tolli('Xl 20:n (a lower fill 01 the Pha,e 2 pit 2(36) i .. <'1 \Ihilllt' l<lug lnife; the bl'lde b;'l('k IN':-' and then 
angles dO\\11 to the tip. and the CUlling edge ., "uaight f\mn'" \\ilh angled backs are wmmon in tht' S,lxon 
pellod, tOlltinulIlg in 1I'1c.::- into Ihe 12th and eal h 1 :lth ct'lllUril'\,r.' Ihe I-emaining idt:nuliable objeci (wilh I ht.' 
eX( eption of Ihe naih) .s " looped 'tapled 11<1'11 from l"\aluation mnlexlll (a fill of a pha~el gulh). Ihis t~P(' 
of h<l'p \\uuld lla\-e I)t't'n attathed to the en' of a hingt' ,lIld in me it<. 'tap Ie entered it Olounted 1000l and \\ ," 
do\t'd Il\ Ihe pa"',agc of til{' lock boh through il. th 

.\:\I~I \1. IlONE b) BE111AN MAIR CIIARLES 

\ lot.11 of I K-15 fraglllent .. wt'l-e rt't()\'ered from Ihe ~itt' of \\ hi(h l-l:S·' \\('! t' tollectl'd 1)\ hand and 111 \\ (")(' 
n.'tric\cd from ~ie\ed ~alllpies (Jable~ I and ~). 

Co1ltilliOl1 

I hl' bone wa\ generally in good condition, graded hel\\('('n I "Ilel 2 lI~ing the oiteria establi~hed by l.) 1II,-III,ti \Ian~ 
of tht' !XHlt'!) had butchen mal-ks and 19f. of all hdgment\ \\ illl t'\ Idenct' of gnal,ing_ Se"en fragment., of hurnl Ixml' 
\1('It' idt'llulit-c.1 Irom Ihe assemblage, Iht' lIIaj()I"itY Willing from <;it.'\'{'d matt'rial from lilt' earlie:-'I pha.')(· 

MflhodofogJ 

1 he analnl~ loll{)\\t'd ... tandard o.--\l pron'cl u It:', delail, of I\hidl ,HC IIlduded in the anhiw 

SPNIf'\ Uf'/n'f'.\ellialioll 

Sheep .mel tattlc dominale the a~semblage IhlOUgh ,til Ihe ph'hl'.!. (L.tble\ I and 2). rhe numlx', of pig bOIlt', 
al"o 'ihow\ Ihat tht:\ .... ere an importanl part of lilt" diet, lilt' grl'atel number of idenlifiable elt'lllt'llt", (onw 
II om th(' latt'r medieval period (pha~(', :{ and 4). 

'''up: lht' epiph)~al and mandible we,ll \Iages of mdl1\ of thl' ~ht.'l'P at death was bel\\een 6 month~ alld :? 
n',I1~. \ f(-\\ of Iht, ~Ilt't'p il ppeal to ha\e IX't'll kt.'J>I to all older age during the lalel" phase" pm .. lhl" a~ il le,"h 
of h(,lIt'l lllallagcmt'1lI 01" an incrc<IS(, In \\'{)()I plCxluctioli leading to \h(,t,p being kepi for longel pl'lio(h, Iwo 
male ,bel'j) from Iht'laler phases \\cre idcnlilied fmlll ,h{' iI",emhlag<'. 

:.!I \. j\.JacCregor ilnd E. Bolick, A Sllllllll(l"~ C(llaloKuf 0/ tlu ~Ilglo-S(lxoll Col/ullOm (.\'ml-fi'n-ml\ Aldl/I\) 
(A .. hmolc'Hl Mus, and I~AR Brit. Sel-_ 230. 1993). 9:~·5, 

~~ H. Ellis, 'Spur .. and SpUT' Fiuing~', in.J. CI<lll(.', /I1l'd,n 'ol Fmd.\ from f •. vavallOlIl III 1.001(Jon: 5, Il" 
\lnlin 'tlI II())v ami ill Fqlll/JlIII'-n1 (1995), 125. 

t1 Ihid.9b-7 
tl Ibid. 96_ 
t~. I, II G()()dall, 'h.niH:s'. 111 M. Biddle. Ob}frt and F(()IIom\ //I ,\lrriu'ml WmClif}lu (1990), K35-Hfi:J.H:JH 
til 1.11 (;()(Kiall, ' Iron Fillings fmm Furniture' ,11l ibid _ 971-9HO.97:l. 
:.!i R.J h man. I't'ltflnall' lapJwmllrll (LulIbndge \I,\IIu;.aL .. III ..\nhaeol. 1996), 
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~P~ClFS RFPRESE,r.\T10, I' II \, Il COLLE.( If Il S.\\IPU' .\CCORDI'G TO PH\"~ 
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I 0 0 0 0 4 
12 19 5 () 0 0 :15 

171 2~H '<J 0- 16 2 I 572 
:1 2 () 0 0 () 16 

s:} 40 :1 10 I 0 92 
273 346 60 17 :\ I 719 

I.\BI f 2. SPECIES REPRES~' IAIIO' I' ,I~\ f.1l S.\\IPlb \CCORIlI'1(, ro 1'1-1.'-'>£ 

PIUHI' 

I 
2 
:1 
I 

10t.\1 

(:tali,. 

2 
0 
2 
6 
10 

SltuJ1 

I 
0 
5 
:\ 
12 

Pig { 'liIdNl/ifitd 

:1 93 
() 2 
I 118 
2 59 
9 272 

I \"U :1. BIRD SPI.ClES REPRESf.1\ 1.\1 1m. " II "I) COLun Ell \IAIERIAL 
\CCORDI", ro I'H \Sf 

Pltm, 

2 
:\ 

:1 I 
I 

D.Fou·1 

0 
I 
6 
0 

[),(;OO\' 

() 

II 
2 
I 
0 

Itallard l""ulnlllf',d ToLal 

0 I I 
0 0 I 
I 0 9 
0 II I 
0 () I 

Caul,: rhe majOlit\o ofcattJe from the medie\al period (pha.'>e~ 3 and 1) \\t're kepI until full} m'Hure and 
pO!'''libh oldn '"t.'I"}' fe\\ bones from young IIldt, Iduals were r('(O\'ered" II i~ pm,ible that some of the (ault' 
"ere kept for H",tetion or that the, "elt' filrmt.'d for bed onh 

P'K\ hici('n(' from tht! mandible "car stages shn"s lhal the maJCl11I\ of the pig bones from the me-dle\.tl 
period (phast' 3) v.cre HlUng animals less than 2 \-ear"l of age whil .. lthe anllnal" frum the huer medie\al period 
(pha I) were .. liglnh older_ Since pig, "('"Ie \'.tllIed primarih for their me.H n I" unlil..el .. that the anim.ll., 
\\-uuld ha\(: been lept LO an old age. 

lion': On I) iI .. m.tll numi>cr of horse bone~ from the later phase!> "ne fl'C()\('ITd from the site. Some of lh(' 
fragment, had (hop marls although it is unlike!) 1I1<1t hor..,e meat "-as eaten .. inct.' it "as nOt customarily eal('n 
in ~"nglal1d during the medieval period. One pchl" bone from pha..,e ~l w"" Identified as female. rhe hor .. t.' 
may han" heen u.<.ed for tractIon purpo'it''i although it lila) a150 ha\(: been kepi for riding" 

'/1" bml, mllJll mmmna/, amphJblall and fuh 0011' (nlbl, J): A total of 1:S fragmenu tlf bild bone ""ere rcme\ed 
from the h.:IIld collected material. Mosl of the identified fragmcllI" "efe from phase 3 and consisted mainh 
of element') from domeslic fowl (('.aUm galluJ) cllld domestic goose ( .. IIH" fHHt'r), One fragmenl of a milliard 
(4,w\ plal)·rh.'i,.(ho~) ""as also retrieved frum pha~ 3, nlere were no hut(hen' marks on the bird remains" 

len fr<tgmellls of fish bone consisting mostly of 'l(;ales here recoH:'red from IWO laler contexlS of .. Ie\ed 
material. On" one \erlebral fragmem "as diagnu"tic but "as not identilied to species, 

DI..\(u\~lOn 

1m,. IW: \ small number of bones from the ".'>sembl,lge (arne from the I ron Age Jealures. These ("ol1'ii~led of 
a Slllilll number of elemenLS from callie. sheep <lnd pig~" "1"0 further mfnnnation Olher lhan lhe presenle of 
lhe animah ill Clund the sire could be ascellilined 
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/,uil' Sa:).on-ml'd,n'l1/-\ ~mal1 numbel of bones \\ere retrieved rlOIll featUl·c ~ dating 1U the earlier piln of the 
Illcdie\aJ period (ph'ht' 2), It is po~sible lhilt Lhe) indicate a gradual ('hange in lhe an imal hmhandry or the 
:!Iitt', with an iIllTt:asl' during lhe later pellod in the number of ~ he('p kepI in comparison to Ihe callie. 111e 
greate.')t \'<Hlel) of animal bones from the assemblage was evident in material from the lauel half of this 
period. ril(.' IlliljOl il ~ of the bird hone (';tmt' from Illh- to 13th-('('ntuq dt'poslts ilnd it abo appe.u s th,u lhe 
diet was supplellll'ntcd ven slightly 1)\ \\ ild spene~, One fraglllt'llt of H)t:" d{'er' (Caprt'oltLI rapmllll.l) .md a few 
.'lemenls of rabbit bUill' \\l:rt' rellieH'd hom the assemblage_ 

1,(111' lIU'lhr.'11I, '·llh,1 jih (1'''111'): nw IlhlJfHll\ of the: bones {-ame: from f{'alUres uf this period and (onsisted 
mainl) of slwt.,p, (ault and pig, \Iouncl i(Y" of tht, Iragment~ of bone GUile hom wntexi 20·16 (dil('h 2(50) 
.lIld a fUlth{'1 :!(¥ i fmm context 20;}6 (dill h 2051 I. BOlh of the ... e wntt."t, \\ ere upper fill~ oll l1l' boundar\ 
c1iuh ~ntelll. SIIH.t.' Iht.- mitiorit\ of tht' av~elllhl<lge (ame froUl t\\'{) «()nl('xt~, II Illily nO( be n:prl'\l'IlI<lIl\'{' oflhe 
Illlt.' cumolll) of thl' "'Itl' <luling IhlS pt'liod, I hm{'\l'I", l'ndeIlH' hom the few Gillie and ~ht'ep t'lelllenl~ thaI 
\\(Tl' (ompkl{' indi(,Il{'~ lhat lhe !>lalllll' of tht' .Ulimals incn'as{'d dUllng this pCliod in uunpari<;on "'ith the 
IIlcaSLlI"t'men,s tilh'll fm I he earlier pl.'riods (mea\urcnH' IllS ill <II dUH')_ I he ('Iemelll' 01 rabbit bOIll.:' found in 
IhiOi period 1lI0I\ in(lIrall' a mediulll ... tatus .. ite .. illlt' ther well' \lill t"Pl'lhi\(' animab 10 obtain during Lhe 
lIlt'dic\al penud and not widespread untiltht, pmt-medie\al t.'ra.~1'1 

) HE CIIARRED PLAN') Rt:!I1A)'\S b) RLJ rH PELLlM; 

\ small numht'l of" "amplt·., were tilkl'll h)r the re('f)\'el\ of chari {'d plant I't'maln,_ .\ lotal e)f nlnt' "'ll1lple, \\ l'l e 
processed, usuali\ of 10 lilres, with onl' &:lllIplt- of 12 lilres. Till t.'t' ,amp1l'~ \\(~Ie lakell frolll thl' pit or gull~ 
depl)~its of Iron ,\gl' date, \\hitl' the remaining .... lIl1plcs came fnun quaIl ~ bMkfill, dill:h 01 pil fill') Ilf medieval 
date (1 1th to 11th (('Ill un), rhe ~ample~ \\('11.:' processed h) hulk W<ltt'l liotation and the f1ol ~ wlit.'(led onto 

,I !H)O~ mesh )), it'd flnt ... werc submitted 101 ;1,~e~Sll1cnt. 

\lrlhod%g1 

coach f10( \\01S ",c<lIlIled under a binoculal mi(l"o~(ope al» 10 magnific-alion,\n, chaned ~celh 01 (han noted 
were proyisi()lulh identified and an applOx imalion 0 1 abult(L.Itl(c;· lIlilde, Charcoal wa\ broken III U<ln.'l\'crse 
,('('lion and pl"O\ i~i()n.llh identified 

ReslIlt. CIab)e I) 

ChatTed rcmain'i 11\ ;111 samples wert' gent.'I'<ltI) poorly plcsencd and had mflcred much abr,,.,ion, possibh a 
result of post-d{'Plhiliolial pnx:es~e~_ Some cli<;«)rtiun \\'a<; al ... o wllnl'~sed which ten(h lO ~uggt'\t (harring al 
high telnpt'l'atllrt'~ 

rhe Ihl-l'(, ph",t: t samples conlain I.ngt.' numlx:t, of the l1lo11u"o(' (.'ff/ltO/do ariUlla, ,I lallTuwing mollusc 
and a medie,al introduction. Thi~ would sugg{'st Ihat {'ithel' the fc:.lIl1les.u-e actuall~ l,lIt' in datt.' 01 ~imph 
thai lhe) han' been di~turbed b\ lilt' hunowing molluscs, 1"lIol//a t'\'(t'lf/ntu and Pupilla 1n1l.\WnllII were a l ~o 
noted, bOlh dl,Ua([(:'rLsti( nf dn open (onti itioll s. Cereal graim .ue p,e,cnt in 10\\ nllmbcr~ in two samples 
(WIllC»t ... IOI :i and IO-El) while chafl i~ absenl and weeds Yen' ',U'C, I he cer-eals are dOllllllalt'd In h'ct'­
thn~shing Inllnllll sp, (bread type or riH'1 wheat) ,\ith some I-IlIt'd(,lIm pulga,.,. (barley). II wa'i nOI p()s~ible to 
establish if the HordeulII vlllgare is hulled or naked, In addition, oC(~lsiollal Icgumes werc prt.'~enl III ')ample 
:-,02 (COli text 1(49) induding /';(/(/\{JIll'fI (ru lti\i1lt.'d \cl{'h), a 1llt.'dic,,,1 ilHl'odunion, c:han,:oill nOled in two 
.... un pies ("{)IlSi<;l\ l'llIird} of QltI'nlll sp. (oak), 

Th{' phnse~,:\ and I ~amplcs ("{)lItain 'lightl\ higherconccntl'auom ()frt'main~ al(hough tht.'lIumb{'I" are 
,till no( \en ~lgl1"i('IIlt. Cereal grains noted indude fl"cc-thle,hlllg Ihtullm sp., HQrl1r1l1ll tllt/gart', with 
occasional 1t,l'1/(/ ~p. (oak) and Srralf' ramlr (rye), all appropriatc spt't:ie ... f,)r the period. Legume .. al'l- al<;o 
pl-esent in tillee salll"le~ but were pOOlly plt'~ened, lacking t(',ta and hila, so could not be idt'lllified 
Charcoal i~ J){illll dominated b) QIli'rl1l\ 'po (oak), rhe mollmn pr(>,('1U in "I() of Ihe sillIlplt.'s ilg<lIll <Ire 
dominated 1)\ Crn/lOuln aunt/a but also lIlduck C'Pf'{l Ilnm'rallll, <lnd Pu/nUa IIlU_lron01/, whidl stlgKe,1 dn open 
('()nditlon~, 

:.!I'I F \1 \'eOlI, Ihe: Rabbit in England', Ig17l' JJI.\I. I?rl',:; (19:17), 1-!r,-90. 
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Sam pic: :,(HI ~)Ol .it!:.! jO.' :;04 

ConIC:" 1U(3 H11~, )() I~. IO:{(J :1011 
Phil,"-' I I I 4 2 
\ "olulllc.: .0 I~ 4() 40 40 
Fealllrt' I\pe Pit Pit Culh Quan\ Dneh 

Approx Ibl.t! Gl;Jin 20 0 In 50 '0 
\pprox lotal ChJil 0 0 n (I 0 
_\pprox '101 •• 1 Wl·cd'!! • () 0 ~O 0 
Approx fblal 'Otht:r n n 2 .0 0 
Tot.1I Chi-nco,1I 2 :1 () 2 () 

Spl'c.it''' I"l·"ent 
fhl/nm/ "p .. ht'l'·lh'l·"hing Bread RiH:t \\' lIl'ill • • • 
I/nrdnon t·/til!Ott' Barle~ • • 
I; nlll "P' Oat" • 

\/'flj/, (tHaI, R,e 
I 'UIll! PH/WI "p. \·etch Be.tIl Pt'a • • 
I ·IfUJ ~1I1T't1 Cult,\att'd \'<:lth 

QIlt'TrIt_\ "I'. Oa~ • • • 
Olhe'th,ln_oal • 
\1"lIm( " • • • 
Chanoal'ludlHili('d un a four I)oml ",Ill·, I:: prl·\t'IlI, 2 .. morin.IIe.· :1:: he.·qul·nl. -I ::: ahundant 
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• 

• 

I he (hal red p\al1l I'cm'lin) in the samples all' genel.II" f.lir" poorly pre .. enecl Jnd present onl\ in 10\\ 
wneenllatiOm, "uKKesting.1Il .. bsenu,> of crop pmcec;sing III the, Kl1lm of Iht' SIle, The cereal ... lre all kncm II 
lulm,l" during Ihe medie'al period. while lht' .lhM:llle nf thalT PII',t'llIl'd identification!, flOlll being L,ken 
funhe1. Ill(.' Plc:-,t'IHe of medieval ililrodUCliom in l ilt' (hottred pl,ulI remaill'l sugge"u" some rti'iWI'hal1(,(' of 
tht: Iron ,\gc depu<,il:-" pO'i~lbh 1)\, ploughing, 

DlSCLSSION 

Ihe ..,Itc lies less than 200 m. S. of BamplOn pan..,h church, an .\nglo-Saxon min~lel that has 
been the "'UbJffl of a rt·..,earch programme since the mid 1913Ch. t'1 rile following discu..,..,iol1 
will therefore tonsider the results of the eXGn<llion ill the light of the llilTenl themes and 
pro\,j..,jonal condusions of the research programme. 

I~(lr('r lroll tgf 

\s discwlsed cl,cwhere in (hi report, the chal<luerislits of lhe poneI) deposited III tht· pit 
may suggest a Illoti\'a tion beyond mere dome,w.- lubbi,h dispo\al. Small scale exclIvatioll has 
re\-ealed part~ of two Bronle Age banow dil<-hc,," approximately 150 Ill. N. of the site (see 
Fig. 7 ). II! I f there was a ritual elemem to the I ron Age fe~lIures , it (ould renect a tontilluillg 

awarelles~ of the religious significance of the banow area. rhm lhe two fealures revealed in 

:""'J l'I)I a .,Unllll.U'r of re~ulls see J. Hidir, ·Bampton: .Ill \nglo·S.lxoll \l1Il~t{'r'. Cunnll .. lreMfflt. 160 
(199 ), 12l-30. Interim rep()r~ ha\e 'lppeared in \,\Iull ,~r"uil'(I/ ,\'i (19H61. 87·92; x,iii (19HH), H9-9J; 
,xii C 1992). ;)5-62; and x\.\ iii ( I99H). -17-5-1, 

:iO \. ,\I'dl. Arrhn,ol. XXii (1992), 5;). 57; xx\iii (199M). 17-51 
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thi~ t'xta\,-uiO!l \\Ct C (onfined to the S. end of the ~lte, and no other contemporar) artefaclS 
were 1t'(O\(,led, suggeMs that am OCcup~ltion fOCus would ha\e been situated LO the S. of 
the site. 

'luI .\(1.\(/11 

\hhollgh lhl' cxca\ation produfcci no definite rmel Saxon features, two \cry IIl1portalll 
POltl't y shenls of \JOt th Frenfh Bldfkwall'. dating to the Hth or 9th century. wcrc rt'fO\cled 
from the UpPl"1 fill of a 12th-centllry dilCh\lthough dcariy r('sidual. their pre\cnn' on the 
site is (t ucial; this i"> the first find on the I hames ahm e Oxf()rd of this preMige lI11pOtled 
ware. Clnd .... UppOllS both the contention that Bampton \\as an elite, and piesuIl1ably 
monCls,it, sl'lIlement b) AD 800, ,tIld that trade frolll LUl1dt'llwi( and the Thames estllaq 
l'xlcndecllhis far up-river. 

/.(1/1' S(lxon.' I (Jlh-Ilth antune,' 

Ihe features that were stratigraphically assigned LO this phase \\ete not. in themsel\'l's, 
panifularl) dlabrnostic The nat bOllomccl pit had (enain \imilaritie~ La ,unkel1 featurt'd 
buildings and the presence of such a stlll(llile In the vicinity could add support LO the idea 
of a early settlement coalescing around the southern approach to lhe minster a!' defined In 
Chunh Vie\\. It ha~ been inferred. on topographical gl'ounds, that a fllnncl-~haped .uea 
'\ E. of the site is the infilled relict of an onginal open sp.Ke - possibh a market sitt' - situaled 
in frol1l of the mmster endosurc (sec Fig. 7) . .\ \I11all t I th-century sunken featun.'d building 
wa,,> panl) rcvealed under the fOllller E. frontage of Ihis open space.,\1 

Medin'll," 11th to 13th (eulzOle, 

I hc gn)\\ th of II settlement a!,sollatcd \\ ilh the mmstel secms to be rdletted in thc 
dc\'c1opmcm (and sub!tcqucnt modificalton) of (I !tclics of rectilinear boundary dilrhc.">. 
Po!tsihly pari of this ditch arrangement is an IIlIdated L-\'\'. ditch seen in the gardcn of Field 
COllage, immediately \V. of the ('Xt(l\-;:Ilion sit(,,:i:! r1u.'''>e ditch('~ may have defined paddo( ks 
or propcnies clustered around Ihe 1ll1llSlet tondOSlIle, and one early example from the 
l.'xGI\,ation dillplayed a profile characlcristic of <I posl-in-trcm h palisade (sec Fig. 5, scction 
20 I). Ihe predominance of callie and, lalLed). sheep in the bone a ... semblage teeon'ted hom 
Ihe dilch fills i~ l)pical oflhe de\c!opnH.' nL of anima l husbandr) in Lhe region m th .. lt lime. 

Other examples of lay ~etllel1lenLs de\'eloptng into proto-Lowns around the fringes of 
lIIinslt'1 churches can be f()lInd along tht· Lppcr Thames, as at Abingdon (where Dome~d.l) 
mCnlions 'Ien me.'n:hants dwelling before till" gate of the church') ~tnd Eynsham. H 

I he pictlll e emerging at Bampton is of d latt" Saxon 01 early ~()rl11an nucleus around 
Chunh \,ie\\. 

Ilowe\'Cl. this original lay nudt"us ..,el'l11S to have Ix'en marginalised by the eSlablishmcnI 
of the triangular market plact' 10 lhe SI:. .• pr()b~lbh laid out in the I:hh centun. 1 he.' 
appal ent abandonmem of the ditfh system l11a~ add "UppOlI to this idea. as tht" economic 
fonls of tht, (ommunity moved to the .... lhe poltery from the ditches \\'a,,> srarer in quantity 

~I [bid U\'lil (199H).19. !i:l. 
~:! I nlOIIll.ltlon flOm the o .... ner. \Ir, (; \1.11 ,h. 1999. I he dill h h a~ •• bout 11m ..... Ide. aboul 1.2 m. 

deep hum pH'~ent gmund surf.lte, and had a l ~hapt:d profile. 
i'.1 Blail. ·Smalllo .... m belore 1270'. III D_\f P .. lli,c.'l kd.), rh, (;nmbridg' l roollllllttl1) oj Bntnm. 

1- t}u\l,ddlt 1,1:,", (200()). :?43·7U. 
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and consisted main I) of Ilth- and 12th-ccmul") material, with some 13th-century sherds in 
the upper fills. 

If. by the end of the 13th century. the area around the excavation had become wasteland, 
the e\'idence of extensive quarrying \.\'ou!d arguably be ullsurprising. The fills of the qualT) 
pits produced general!) residual material, ranging from the penannular brooch to 1 hh- and 
12th-celllury pottery, rhe lack of 13th- and 14lh-century material could be seen as 
consistent with the absence of nearby occupatiun. 

TILl' [(lIn medin/o[ pfriod: J..Jlh-J5th cenlurle.\ 

The stone building is almost certainly a small barn, probably with a facing pair of entrances 
in the lateral walls (although only the E. wagon porch was revealed in the excavation). No 
dating material was found to define a construction date, and styliMkall) it could fall 
anywhere between the 13th and the 16th cenLUries. While it is not impossible that the barn 
related ro a property fronting onto Church View, the post-medieval evidence for the local 
topography suggests otherwise. Fig. 8 shows plot boundaries as transcribed from the earliest 
accurate map of the area, the enclosure map of 1821 .~-I with additional data taken from other 
maps and documentary and archaeological sources. The close containing the barn is first 
idemifiable in 1767 on a map of lhe estate of john Frederick, where it is labelled' Home 
Close', containing 2 roods 26 perchesY' The Fredericks, and their successors the \Vhiuakers, 
",vere lessees of the rectory manor, held since the I 050s by the chapter of Exeter calhedraPo 
On a sketch map of 1830, hm,\'ever, the close is labelled 'paslUre field said to be Mr. 
\\'hiuaker's freehold', suggesting that it was not pan of the rectol") manor (of which the 
\Vhittakers onl)1 obtained the freehold in 1866))7 The same sketch-map claims two parcels 
of land in the N. part of the close as belonging to the property immediately N. ofthc close. 
which Exeter College had brought from local freeholders in the 16th cel1lur)' and leased to 
John Frederick in 1775.38 I !owever, this is contradicted by the 1769 map which shows the 
entire close already in Frederick's hands. The property to the S., on which the school was 
built in 1860, was part of the Earl of Shrewsbury's estate in I 789,39 and therefore presumabl) 
part of the main, originally royal manor of Bampton, which had been held by the Talbots in 
the late middle ages. 

The late medieval status of the property is unclear; it could have been a part of the rectory 
Illanor or the Talbot manor, or an independelll early freehold. The last possibility is hinted 
at by the name 'I lome Close', one of a category of names that often referred to the sites of 
abandoned medieval houses. The barn could therefore have been associated with a house 
situated within the close, rather than one fronting Church View. Given the evidence for a 
now-lost road running S. through the \\T. part of the churchyard and down lhe \V. side of 
the close, III connecting with Bridge Street near the bridge (see Fig. 7). it is possible that the 
propert) of which the barn was a part was approached frolllthc \\'. rather than from the E. , 
and lhal a house stood in the \V. part of the Close with the barn - to the E. - behind it. 

:{-I o.R.o., [nel. A ..... ard. plan I; 101 full tlanscription see vel-I. Oxon. xiii, 18. 
3.'j HL Add. MS. 31323-111 (reproduced Blair op. dt. note 29. p.12i ) . 
.:Hi I:C.I-I. OXOI/. xiii, 25-6. 
:n Exeter Coil., Bampton docs. (\1.11.1). Bundle B: I ~C.JI. O,(Ori. xiii. 26. 
:$N Exeter Coli .. Bampton docs. (M.II.I). Bundle B. 
3<) Parcel 13 on the 1789 Shre\\sbul) estate tn::lp: BL, Map Room, C7.e.16.3. 
-10 S. MIdi. Arc/Wi'Ol. xxii (1992). 55, 58. 
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Jhu,", the documentary evidence seems to point towards a likely 15th-cenwI"Y dale for the 
barn\ con~lrU(lIon, and the lOpogrdphical evidence implies that the land division of the 
10th to I:hh centuries had been radically redefined after a period in the 14th century \vhen 
the area was eflt.·clively wasteland. This is supported by written sources suggesting that 
depopulation and amalgamation of holdings onl) became evident in BampLOI1 near the end 
of (he )-1th 02'ntun.41 

H}.'I~ml'(lll'l'(f1 

On(e the barn had been demolished. whifh from tht· map evidence had happened b) the 
latc 18th (cntlll,). the sile seems to imH,- remained largel) undisturbed apart rrol11 tht' 
occasional small pit, and probabl} served as an orchard garden judging by the reasonable 
depth of accumulated cultivation soil encollntered in the excavation. 
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