
The Excavation of a Medieval Cottage and 
Associated Agricultural Features at Manor Farm, 

Old Grimsbury, Banbury 

B\ Al " II IKD\ 

with wlllributions by LEI(.II AU.Er-, AUSIAIK BIKe!.AY, PALL BU " hIiOK 'i, 

B ETI IA'i CIIAKLFS and Rt III I'I· I.UM. 

Lx.((WatlolH oj MmwI' Flinn. Old CrimsIJllI). Banbury 1't't1fait'd (I \fqUt'U((' of O(clljxlJion and artlIIlt) datml! 
from IiiI' J 2th ft'l1lllY) ollu'flrd\, pread,d b)~llg"l t'l,jdnlCl' oj itllt' Xmitthl( occupatIO". Tht' ""dinlal aelh"/) 
111fl\ miliall) H'P'''\t'lIll'd b) field dild,,\, po\\,blr trarlnl'flJ gull,,.\ mul /w\lhoie.\ as\OcUiled wllh o(WpallOn. 

jollou'fd 11)' a j)t'rlot/ 111 th, "conti half of 'h, 13th enl/w) U'heu tilt Hlf appeared to b, UPl()((UpifC/ and Iwder 
rullIlI(lIIOtI. Hnln,,/(,pmi'nt of tht' ~;lt "'gem", tllI'llIlf 13th alilury u'lth (I cotlagf aruJ aSJocw/n/ agnru/lural 

ImlMmg lwd .'.-artllmt! oul on 0 rfwn/ plal[onn. B) tht t'arZ) J 5th (mJury th, plat/ann U'a.~ III IL" a.\ a1l 
agllw/tural.wmL, and thl' mUngf /uuL hfm abwulO1l1d. if not )ft drmlll,,/i.ed, Limlifd #'flr'-" po~t.mfd'n}(ll 
artll"i) 111(1) hI' flwKllllrd u'lth a forfnul1Irr oj lilt' ,.'l/mlt 17th·(t'1I1111) \tallnr Fanll. ~iluat,d In th, I'wl nf Ihe 

\ltf. 

INTRODL CnON 

r-r he Oxford Anhaeological Un it (OAL) carried out <til area excavation at Manor Farm, 
.L Old Grimlibllry, Hanbur) (S P 46 .. 14 4165) in AlIgtJl,t 1998, in ad\'ance of dc\'clopmcm of 

the area. lhe work "as carried out on behalf of McLea ll Homes South Midlands Ltd. The 
recording <In ion Wi.l!'. requested by the County Archaeologist. in accordance with the 
requiremem~ of Planning Polic)' Guidance I\Ole 16 (PPG 16), as signific31l1 archaeological 
dcposits had heen identified during a prior arch~teological survey and field enl.luation ofthc 
de\'elopmem area. I A summary of the evaluation resull'l precedes the main Silt description, 
below. 

("olog) (//Ulli,p"lfmpll) (Fig. I) 

Old CnmsbUT') li e~ on the E. bank of the fl oodplain of the ri\'er Chcn\ cJl , (weI' poorly 
drained allu\ ial diWS. Topographir~llh the !ollte \\as , III 1998, si1ll3led in a ,survi\'i ng pocket of 
paslurcland. ra iled 'Sq uare Close' in the IH52 Banbury rithe J\\vard, immed iately to the \\ '. 
or Manor F~IlI1l , a nd approximatel) 250 m. SE. of Grim'lbul") I louse. 

I 'Banbur\' Old GlilmhUl) ('\ianor Fann )' (O. \L unpubl, e\illu;ltiun rep. 199:\). 
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Illltorical and mrluli!ologlcnl background 

'(.rimsbury' is a Saxon placename. as i~ ' Banbury', Indtt:d. it ha~ bet:n suggested that 
'Crilllsbury' contains a pscudon\ III of the :,\'ordic god Woden, and therefore could have been 
an earlier settlement than Banbury,:! In ~m) event no cle;:1!" archaeological evidence ha~ yet 
been found to confirm an established pag-an Saxon ')culemenl in either place, fhe first 
mention of Grimsbury ('Grimberie') OCfurs in Domesda}, '1 The manor was assesstd at six 
plough lands. ~30 acres of meadow and a mill , From the 13th centur} until the Dissolution in 
1538, it ".,jointly held by Bicester PriOl-Y ,md members of the Boteler lamil). It should be 
noted, howc\·cr. that none of lhe documentaq evidence sheds light on the layout of the 
lands of the manor, ~lIld thercfore it cannOl be confirmed thai the arca of the present 
archaeological ilH"cstigalion was part of the l1Ianor. 

The great expansion in sheep farming in the later mc(lteval period led to the pastureland 
of Grimsbul') supponing \"(~r)' large flocks.' and also becoming a locus for inclosures. 
Grimsbuf) was one of the (ilst places where a case was brought under the Act of 1536 which 
sought to return inclo~t.'d pasllIreland to the plough,:' The post-medieval hisLOI') of 
Grimsbw'y shows its unremarkable evolution and expansion southwards into a suburb of 
Banbury. highlighted on I) by a period in the second half of the 18th ce nlllry when it was the 
centre of the short-lived Banblll'Y cheese-making indw)u'y.ti The suburb's historic core, now 
distinguished as Old Grimsbury, forms the nOl,thern edge of the suburb. confined b) the 
Banbury LlIlk Road. Henner \\'ay. 

Summary of I", /993 l'1'fllllalwu '('.m/ts (Fig. 2) 

I he evaluation trenches \\crc sited to cO\('r tht.· developmcnt arca bet ..... een Ilcl1l1cf \\fay lO the N. and 
Manor Road (0 the S .. extcnding across the ~UI vjvlIlg ridge and furrow and mher earthworks 10 the \\'. 
or Manor F'lnn. and the opcn area to the E, of Manor Farm (not shown on Fig. 2). The ev.tluation 
e~tablished thai the locus or Jnhaeologic:al activit} la)" in the W. part of thc development art:a. 
confirming the findings 01 a preparaton geophysical sliney of the area conducted by Banleu·Clark 
Consullanq.i call) acti\llY appeared [0 be concentraled in the N. hair or a 10\\ (.'i.lnhwork pl.ulorm. 
possibl) defined on the N. and E. sides by a hollow way l'Ulllllllg r\. rrom the line of l\.Ianol' Road . \10 
traces of buildings were /()Und, ahhough thin ~preads of Slone lubblt· over p .. 1I1S of the plalrorm were 
[houghtLO be pmsible ~lOnc floors ortimlK'r buildings. This il(li\lI~ seemed 10 date to the 13[h·141h 
century, although the presell('c of earlier pOIlt:q ... mel the implic:ation of earlier aClI\"it) or occupation. 
was nOled. Lmmed late medlc\<1i occup.ttion appeared to hi.l\e t:nded. al least III the \'icini" of the 
platrorm. b~ the 17th cellUIl \. 

1~.wavallOlt melhodology (Fig. 2) 

B~ed upon the result.'io of the evaluation. an area or approxllnalcl) 1600 sq. Ill .. which Included the 
putative building platform, \\<lS subjectcd to <tn ;'In.:a. excavalion (.\rea A). The overburden or llludem 
lurftopsOIVplouKhsoil ",as remO\ed by a mechanical eXC3\atOi equipped \\ilh a loothless bucket, dO\\in 
to the fin;t .,ignilinnl an.'haeological hOI-i/on. 'Ihe resulting sud"l("c W,IS cleaned by' hand, and area~ and 
features excavated a~ required to understand the stratigraphic, chronological and structural 
development and character of the site. 

2 r~c.II. OXOll x,6. 
~ I ~C. JJ NQrtoonls. i. 3"'8, :i68. 
1 I :'C. IJ Oxon . x. 57. 
5 Ibid 
• Ibid. 63. 
i OAL • oj>. en. note I, :\JlJlC'ndix 3. 
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II \Rln 1-1 At 

\\'IH.·1I II \\<1\ deal that the pl,ufOl III ~ealed e'lllier ar<.haeolo!r{lCal deposits of significance, rurther 
IllCdl.1I1K<l1 \lnppillg of pari, of the platform Inok place after consultation \.,.ith the Coullt\
\f( hal'ologiGII Ofliu:r, (he platform material and the underlYll1g relict culr..i\·ation sot! was ICIllO\ed to 
Il''l',11 ncgatiH" ll'aluf("" cut into Ihe sub'\()il. The.,(., ,\ere manually cleaned and 3Clccllveh excavated 

hHIt lUllhel l',,,luallon trendlC:" (:\05. 1:\-16) "ere machine-excavated, one Immedl.llch ~ of 
\\"ildlllCll' Fal III (.\Iea C) to tilt' '\\\". of the are.! CX(.!"'lIion, and Ihree around the '\. and W. of M£tnor 
",11111 (.\re<l D) 10 the '\ E. of Ihe arca excavation , I he\(' \\ere situaled to refinl' the assumed limit, of 
lilt' ()«(upicci 'In ... t, a, 'lIggested In Ihc 199:1 ('\<liUilliol1, and to LcU Ih(.' possibilit\ oflinb to <I lo(us of 
on IIp.ltlOn 10 !Ill' :\\\ .. identifi('d (luring eadl('r lidclhork in thc \'jcinil\'.l'I 

\lIl"".('l\illiun ,lIId re:corcilllg .... <1, IIllcknakcl1 in .1(("OIdann.· \\lIh \l.mdarci OAl pracli((~ 9 

1'111' IJlulIHla ( Fig :~) 

I hl' dllonologi(al phasing of lhl' f.ln.h<lcologic.t! (kpo.,it, i., 'l·t oUl below. It was ba"l'd UpOIl a 
(olllbm.llioll of Iht' fetorded .,u <ltI~T<lph, <l1lc! <tilling of the finc" . J>lincipall\ Ihl' pouen. 

I'h.I\(· I '\('olilhic 
l·h,l .. l' 2 12th n~nlu" LO mid I :\lh l..e11lU,·, 
l'I1 .. I .. l,:t micilo latt' I:hh centun 
1)1"'''l'l lall' I:hh (cl'ltury lO midlatl' 14th 
Ph.l .. l' .""): mid lall· I IIh (entllr~ 10 lith ('('ntun 
Ph .. I .. <.· (): lith (l'll(un In moder n 

I lIE RESt LI ~ 

Ud/(l/nitt) oI the rn"IL\ 

I Ill· ,lb"(,I1(t' of 'iignilkam modt:11I di"lubanu' Oil Iht, .. iuo· Illt'.uH Ihal the medll'\al and po<.!-nwdlt'\ill 
Cit-PI"II" well' 't:l.ui\c1\ undistlll"bt"(J, 110\\ t" CI, Iht· n,j(UI (' oJ Ih(' ,lllu\ 1<11 cia, soil., of the al e;:1 Illt.';lnt that 
cldil1l1lUI1 or cut ft',IIUIC~ \\a .. il1\;llIabh dil1icuh, ,I plublcm \dmh was .1lso ("Ilwunten,d in Ihe 199:1 
t·, .llu<lIlOn. 1II hlllht"llllore, the 1ll0cit'''1 Incl 01 Ilw<iinill ;!It'' in . gt'lwl,lting o nly imtlh~lantial aC(lIllwi;tlinrh 
(If dt'J}()~il~, die! not ,ud dear definition of Iltl' fum tum,ll <lll'a" of tht' platfol Ill. °1'11l" planar ('Xt. .. IV;Hlon, 
p.1I tiulla,h Oil tlit' ~ollth("1"Il part of tht.' platlorl1l, \\,..., nnl) pillli'llh "uncssrul. and had 14) be i1Ugllll'llIl'd In 
inH'~lig:;l(()1"\ ,Iot~ dug Ihrough thl' clt:po~ito;, III <III ;lw'mpt tn cldim' the huildlllg root prints .. nd O\lU.·1 
ft·.IIUIt.· .. , :'\c\'t'nhdl''''\, Ihis is not Idl 10 haH~ ~('rioU\h ('(unprnmi,t.'cilhc ()\"el"allulldl·r<.t.lIlchng of Iht, "IIC'", 
cit"' de 11>11Il'I1I 

1'1I.11f I (Fig. I) 

h\CI '111,1\1 'lIh-lIltuhll pits W('ll' ICH'alcd dUlillg tht ,('(ond ph.l\l· of llIachining. Pit 226M W.I\ pi.lltI.iI" 
It.·\t:;tll'd ag-"Iimt 1I1l· ~. baulL of (h(" m.un al·(";I. II \\.l\ bowl shaped III profile. (UlO III in diallll·tl·l •• mel 
n.:!C1 IU. det:p. It" jill (2:169) wa, a light gn:, sil" d.I\ . With a high pl·lH'ntage of channal. and intiu'tlnm nf 
Inn III 'Wilt", hOIll· ,lIld undiagnmul 111111 fragmt·lla.., and 'lo'o!ithi{ POII(,I"';< Ilit 219:\ \\ ~ partialh Ic.-\t.·,tk'd III 
till· \\' haulk. and w""of "Iimiiar dlllll'miom and profik 10 pit 226M, It~ fill (2194) WOl .. SlInil,lI to 2269. ,1Ild 011 .. 0 
«(HlI.lllled IIldu ... ioll\ Hr flint, bU1"Il1 'ilOne and 't'ollthit 1)(ltll'1"\ (\(,l' 1\;11 (1,1\ bclo\\ 1m OJ dt'laiit'd <lllilh~" of the 
POllt'1 \). 

\ \\ ,- F. , or il·nl.llt·c\ ,hallow ditch (22iO), ,uu.tlt'd IIllmedl.lll'" ,. of pil 219:\, abo prodlllt·cI \l1lall 
<JlI.l1llHlt'~ of 'l·()lilhi( pOHe~. In the: haulk ~e(:II()1l Ih(· ~tr.ltih"<lphll Idduonshlp oclwt:ell th(' dlldl .mel the 
I'll W,I" tllllk'ar, dlll· to tht' .. imihllil\ of thl' fill ... , II()wt·'t'r. nthl'!" characlt'l·istics oflht, ellt{h "ugge"t thai II I~ 
'" LI(I ("f)lItcnrpOl,u, wnh the Pha"(' ~ activit\, OIncilhallhl' ~e()lilhi( pOII('n within i{"l fill .. was J"(>sidu.tl 

~ U;. \lIl'II , '\tch.ll'()Jog1l·al I)I,wH'I"ie, (In Iht' n.lllhul~ 1-..<1\1-\\'('" Link Road', OtmllNIIJIl, Ii, (InM9), 
2:1· 11 

'I I). \\,ilkllmlll (cd.), 'OAl' field ~l .. nllal' (l\l . 1!)9:!). 
IU () \l • up.tlt. nnte I 
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(phase 2) 1l"Hurcs. 



I'H~Sf. 2 IFtg. 4) 

Iw() alea' I()t,tlling approxullilh:h :.\~O ~1. Ill, \\("1'(' OlCthanicalh \1 lipped 01 the remaim 01 the I)hd\e ·1 
plildOlI1l lI!iUCl'ial illld Ihe underh'ing reliu (. ulmallon ,oil. UI .t1ignrnelll oflinear fC<1lUres. 1'"-'> and posthole!. 
\\ilS 1 ('\(,'ilk'd. nil imo Ihe natufal ,ubsoil hOlllOn (20ttl). \\"I(h th<.' exc<,'ption of the four parallel gulll('s (~et' 
below) Ihe.' It'allln' fill, "'ere a f.lill~' homug('ne.'ous mid·(i;lrl gl·c\lsh bro"'n MII\ <.:Ia\ wilh cK"casional \Iighl 
<. h<lrtclal n<'''t!..lIIg. 

lilt,· "()luh{'rrllllmi ditch (~27n .• 11"" r('«()f ckd '" 2 Hl:I) \\.1, nrit·nt.llcd WSW-.' f .. , and \\ ii' exposed '01 d 
It'ngth of It:) m. II .. a\CI age Wldlh ",a~ 0.90 III. .lIId tl\(' dq>th ,al i<,'d from 0.10 111. 10 O. Hi Ill, Whel"(" ~.lIllpk 
,efliom "CIt.' e'lit,<ttcd Ihere "'iI" it lIoliCt.'ahle (OnU'nlralioll of sma ll piercs nf o;lOnc In the fill (2271) <Igilimt 
the' 'lid". ullh{' <'lIl. ,ugge~ling Ihal thell: Illa\ originall\ haH? be<.·1l a ban!.. alollg the \j ~ICIt: ullhe dilrh, \ 
,hOI I 1c.:IIJ,tth (2297) 01 .... h.lt W<IS <Illl1o~llcn,lIl1h the ~anw dnch '\;I~ 1"C'\C'.tlcd in lhe \\' Iremh. tuning ~lighlh 
10 the ~\\ 

DilLh 2!UfJ \,.1" .. ilu<lIed 10 the ~. of ~27() .lIld ........ "ll1llarl~ ilhgm·(t. Its aH~rage dimcmiom \,'cre 1.2 III 

"'Icit' x 0.70 Ill . det'p, "nd its profile was slct.'p-~ided and flat bOllomt.'d I hc ~ .. ml· ditlh \\'<l~ IOGltcd in tilt' \\' 
IIt'nth .• lIld at this POUlI was wIlling slighth 10 Ihc SW i-.lc\t.'n ... herd ... of 12th- to 13th·ct.'IIIUI) pouel' \\t"rt" 

rewH"red hOllllhe fill (223 1) of Ihe exca\;u{,d 1).111 01 thl' chl<.h. 
\ IIlIlh<"1 larK!! (huh (2279) "'as ICH'alt.'d approxnnau.'l) 6 Ill. LO Ihe' 012230 and \\iI ... abgllco IIICllt· 

1II<Ilk"elh I()w.nds Ihl' S\\·. The original (lil of Ihe diuh (2279) \'01" lip to O.M5 Ill. \\fIde ilnd 0.15 Ill. dl't.'p, \ 
tHc I <.'l lit (22HK) oflhe same dit<.·h was of~im"..11 ",icllh blll ... lighll~ ,hallo"cr. I)Olll'n or 12Ih·("{'!IIun dat<.' .... ,,' 
r<.'colt'H'd hom Ihe fill (2280) oflhe original cliuh, ;tnd 1<lIe 13Ih·(enlun potten from Iht" fill (22M9) oj tht, 
l.ltl'l (lil .• \gain lhe ditch \\as idemili('d in till" W Irendl (229 .. 1) •• Ih(llllrning to Ih(.' ~W 

1\\() pairs ofpill,illcI gullies, 22;)0 and 2265. "mel 21HH "lI1d 2252 ..... el(· idemilil'd extending ~F 110111 dll(h 
22:JO. I h<.'l<.' "'as a gilp ofbel\\'een I.U m. illid 13 Ill, 1><:1\\('l'lI tht' 1I001hem pair <lnd Ihe 'Olllh<.'111 p'lI!, rhl' 
...,Eo, gllih (2IHH) .... a' ~('('n 10 t'Xlend Ix'\oncl till.' ..." hdulk. IIU' prufilC'!\ of (he IIldi\idual j{lIlIit· .. "'<.'r(' f.lid\ 
(.Cm~i~I{'IlI, d\('J'<lging O.2H Ol. widt· and I),IH 111 de<.'p. "'lIh \IccI' 'Iclcli and it wunded b<l\<: 111(." Kulh rill., 
j22;) I. 226( •. 2229 <ll1d 2253 rc<,pt.'lll\'t!h') "'<.'!t.' disllnuh 1ll00l' fnablt, and MIt\ in ch;lractl'r than Ihost· oj Iht, 
ulhel lin(",u· fe-alllle.. POllen· of 12th-«'ntun dalt' \\.1'1 rec()\<.'r<."d from three ()r the fOUT gullin, 
pi l'donlllhlnth Irom the gulh leI 1111111. 

\ dU'ol<"1 of six di", reLe poslholes and ,t.lkt'lHlI<.'s Wt'! l' Idenllfi..:d ulllll..:diatch ea~t of the SF gulh Il·IIIIII1U" 
2IMN. J h<"lr diameler~ I·anged hom 0.20 Ill. to flAO m., OIl1d theil <It·plh!; wCI·e oilhe nrdcl of (1.011 III 10 
0.09 III ~1I~gt'o;llIlg a failh S('H·It.' amounl ollrunclIiul1 h .. lall'r .t((hil).1 hret.' olher SI11 .11I pu~th()lc~ \\t·l(· 
iclentified Illlhe arl'<I: poslhole 21~6applC)xirnal<,'h ,t.o III. IU the S., po,lhole 21H7 betwe<.'n Iht" tt.'llllilll Ollhl· 
Iwo N. ~lIl1it's, alld pO!.lholc 225·1 cut into lhl' W. ('(Igt, oj H'ull) 2252. H~ Iheil lo(ation thc'5C' le.IIIII''''' ;ut'likc'h 
to b(' (Olltt'mpOral\ wilh the gulllt's, ;t (UIII<"lIlioll thill i, "uppOllt.:d h~ 121h. ,Ind 13Ih-<t.'lIll1n POllt'I' 
rc..'CO\(,lt:d hom Ihl'lr fills 

On(:' Olll('r gull\ (~2i7), slIllll"ll, onellt.II{'d t() IhU'~t· d(·\, Ilbed "bme. wa .. Idelilified III Ih(" ~ •.. «II l1el of 
Ih{' 111,1111 IIl'm.h. I hi ~ t'xlendecl Sr.. Irolll dill h 2~7q fm ;t dl'ol,lIlU' nf ilpproximaleh 6.01'1\, I II(: lill \'01" SIllUI.II 
W Ih(:' OIhl'1' gullies. and although no d<lting nidt'nn' ",)\ 1<,'w\('I<,'d from the ("(;\\',I(cd fill. II h lih·h to ht, 
il «()ntt.'lIIpUriJI"V and 4\socia(t~d lealurc . 

Pllt.")/-. 1 (~Ol illl"'tr~Hed) 
\ unifixllI whi\"alion soi\la\er up to 0.1 .• lit dn'p (22 1 ~I, .11,0 re(CIrcied ;.lS 20 ll) <..edlcd all I'h.I'-C 2 1c..'alllH" 
II "'ii' 1C1(·ntdied in I~ \CparalC conll'xl!; undt'l illI <U{'.l' (Illhe: Ph<tst: I pial form ",ht"l"{' the 1;.1\<.'" "ii' pnHt'(I{'d 
<lR"diml ch\lurb;IIlCt., b, posi-medi".,al and lIlodern (ulll\.lIion, Il\UlIgh fUlT()\\S Idaling to Ill(' ridge .lIul 
IUIIO\\ "'('Ie seen III the KW. corncr of Ih<.' ('X(;l\al<,'d illc..·,1 1\)I[t"l\ I{'(u\eled fnnn Ihe (Ulll\<IIIUn ~()il "'ii' 
mainh IlIl.llt' Ulh· and I·llh- (;Cnllll) dal<.'~ .1 1l1l1llb<"1 oj n.lIl, ilild II1Ul1(lal1(.' lion oblell .. \"'Il' aho lound, 
lUg<"th('1 \\ ith a fc", Iragment .. "J anllllal hom' 

I'IHW.I (Fig,. 5-9) 

fht Platform (Figs. 5. 6, 8 and 9) 
I·hc lx'~lnnlng of Phil\(' -I is defined by tht· (()11~trU(III)II ul the platlolll1. 1l1i .. mmp' isc(1 a dumped 1.1\<'1 01 
mid. light blOwn .. <lmh cia, and ')m<lll ironMulle luhbk· I.lid dill'<1h m't'l the I'ha')c 3 {ult,\.uioll l>oil. II \\,1., 

most dcarl~ Identified III the <Irea I>CIW(,CII hUllclmgs 2011 ,md 22(i; il!t conl('XIS 2052. 2()7·1 ,lIld 212·1. and 
ilPP('iIlCd 10 be of a billy uniform depth ()f lX't\\t:l'n n,l:, anc! 0.20 III. I 'he E. mil' olthe plallOl III \~a, miti,lllly 
defim'd II, .1 '\ .. ~. dill h (2039). J1lea~lIrin~ O,!)2 Ill. \\'iclc" , n,l i Ill. det"p. J1m t'xlt'ndt:d '\ _ frum the S. b.wlk. 
pOl· .. ' Iht, (''''tension 10 the E. ",all 01 building 2~?f)i . .Ind' to .llernllllu-. \l,Jthllllh foc)lpnm tlf bUilding ~Wll 
1 hc.'lllllldmg 01 20 II ne<:essnatl'd 1110\ ing tht, hound.lf" lU thl' c .. (I) the line 01 the latcr \\all (20:l2). although 
then.' \\'<1' 110 c\idI."IH.l' (II the depo!.lIion (If funher platfulIll mal<'li.lI in the added area 
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\\-0111 20:i2 'tllP"i\t:d <1.., a partialh- di:.tllrbed fooling of lInmurLtred and lInworked II"OIlSlOile bloc:k!i ilnd 
lubbll'_ II l'"endl"d), from a poilll nCilr the \F. {Orner ofbllilding 2011, to a point approxlIlliltcly 1.0 m, 
hom til(' S_ l'elge of the l'xGl\ation I he width of the footing ;)\'erag{'d 0.75 IU. One probable g-<1t{'w,,). 
applOXlmall"l) I.N III widt', WilS e,idelllJust \i, of .. 'lone-lined \\t'll (see bc.-Iow). A further break IIllhl' waU's 
(,(lIltillllll't \\.1 .. ("idem a f(o\\ nll'tres to the ' .. but 11m w'a.., lOllsidellod 10 be the r{'sult of l()cali~'(llrlln("<lliun 
\\'aI120:ti returned ... harph to Ihc E. Ju .. t ~,ofbuildmg ~Oll. ilnd l'OlllillUed to lhe E. cdgeofthc eX(a\dlion 
Ill{' ... _ lelUfIl ,>uniH;d onl) a .. <l \'t~r, disturbed hill' of "<-allt'lcd luhble ilnd Ihe e\ldcnce sugge"ls thai it \\iI' 

dl'lIIollshed in Phast' 5, It'i1\'ing the \i.-S, .. Irclch survi\'ing until mUfh later. 
I he \\. ~idt, of the platfcmn \\<1'1 dcfilll'd It"~ tlt';11 h, ,\ \(.'<JlH.'IlU' of ditch cut:. (21()O, 21H i, 2():~1), 209' 'lIlll 

201!1) w .... lC!t'lltificd t'xlt'nding fmm the "lW Wll1tO
' of Iht' t"xt:<i\,iltt°cl areil, (()\\arch Iht: \\', ~id(' uf buildmg 

2167 (Fig, (i S('uioll Iii). POllen fl'Olllth£.' fill, Wi.!' .. II11O\t ('xdmi\'eI) I .. Hl· l:ilh-cclltlin in datc. 1\111 01 Oil£.' of 
111(' dltdH'~ 111<.1) haHo t'''tcnded undt'l' Ih(' , wall of bUilding 22(H, Icwrdccl 01<' (til 22:l-I '1 hi., wuld hl' 
IIlIl'l plC'lcd ;1<; £.'\lclcnn: that the W ... ide Oilhl' platforlll .... ii' l'.,~entiall) dClclmined by earliel field hountlal it·." 
ilnd required rdative!) millOl' l"eOl"it'lll,llioll to iKcolllmodalt' Ihe !lCW platf()J1lI and iI~<to<ii.ltl'd building ... 

I-'ulllwr nidcllcc 'hilt thc platform Wi!) .,upc,impo,tOd upon iln t"lIlit:r land divisiun W(lS slIggestt'd h} lhe 
'>c"llllt'llll' of ditches along tht., S .... de of building 22li7. At th(' ~ .. t'nel of lhe building a ... h.allo .... ~Ioping (ilte h 
lut 21;-;7 ......... hackfilled (2156) and panialh o\"l'llal!l h~ tht, S, wall of huilding 2267;;'1 deepel ditch (2159) \\;1' 

dug 111 itS place bel' Fig. 8 S(:-(tion 16). 
F\ idellcl' of .til carl" ... hallow ~I()pillg ditlh \\<1.., al .. u "Cl'l\ ill lhl' S\\'_ CO Iller or Ihl' "ill', III a "Cltion ('ut 

thmugh a «)Illplex \('qucIlCl' of rel.ated ("(lIltCX('" (l·ig. f:) Sl'lIlOIl 70). I he Cilrh tub (2~2:) ,lIld 2:~2]) ,Ut· 

IrUIIl.Hl·d by a large double ditch (2:HO), \\ith i. got,nth \Ioping , .. id~ and IllOIC ,t(,t'ph ,loping S, ... idt· 
I3CI\\("l'n 1Ill' tWO pan, orthe diu.:h \\a~ a di<tlllrhed \IOllt' rt.'\{'tllll'llI (2:Hl:l), fau'd Olllht' S. "idl'.l'olllpri .. inK 
roughh worked immtone blolkso amOl1g \dU(h W;I, a 1('lI\l'c1 anhllt'ltll1i11 flagment (\\'S :\, ... IT hdoh). I Ill' 
gl'I1('I';t1 (hala(tn of Ihe ditch fill (2:lll) WilS IncllSlillgui"hahlc 1)(:I\\Cto l1 Ihe t\\() pans (If the diah, lx'lnK iI KIt·\ 
hrown sill) dOl', hut It was nOll'(l (hal Ihl' S. part (Onlaill('d It"!iltiH·h 1ll0lt: inm\tolll' plt·(t· ... , ,md mOll' 
clolllnti( It:lmt', lllthe form ofpol1cn and hOIll.' 
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\ .. Ium kllgth of '\..~, onentated <;tOIlC fO()lIng C!IHJ<J) ",a., ICH·.a1ed 1--1 In. c". of Ihe W. end of bmldinJ( 
2011 It "'"" apprm.imatc:h 3 rn long and O.iO III ",i<h:, .tlthuugh it appeared to ha\c: been (rune..llc:d In I.1U.·1 
aCll\11l at ilo; S. cl1d. It appears ilkel~ that II originalh hnke.·d the \\. end 01 bUilding 2011 "'lIh Ihe.·' "'all 01 
building 226i. 

n,,.~tolll'·lmI'fJ u',ll 
A MOlle·hncd "'ell (2369) "'d~ re\ealed appmxilll.ateh I .1 III ~_ 01 ""Ill :W.12 (Fig. 3). b (he..' top I.K Ill . nlthe 
~tune h,ul tx.'"t'n rohhed out In Phase 5 (M:t" helo",). the..' fedtlllt.' "'4ti inItial'" Ihought (0 be a IX1"'1-me:die.',,11 dil\ 
pit ba{kfillcd \Hth rubbio;h, and thercfore nOl a{(.of(i<·cI ,I lugh prillI'll' 111 lhe c'Gt\dtion prograllllm: \llIll' 
e.·nd of the ",{oncl phase of machlnc eXC".:t\:allon. th(' lC.,1 (If Ih(" P()~t-lIIcdie.·,al lI1dterial ",a~ 1'(·IllIl\(·d h, 
machine, en:llIuall) rc\caling the circular IromlOne .. halt HI ,duo Tim "'cI\ IlIce.hanic.alh e'Gt\iue..·d 10.1 depth 
ufove:r 1.0 Ill .• at which point the shaft w<u still (()llllnlllllg dmHl. S.de!), wl1'Iid{'rallons and Ihe lilpid Inllo", 
of groundwater pH."duded an) dose exarninallon of the labric, but phmogr,tph., were t"h'll dUllIIK the 
pn.ICes~, ;.tnt.! '>(1II1e.' finds were reco"creel from lhe exuw<lte..'c! lill 01 the ~lIr\'i\ ing "'dl· .... haft induding 1 hh 
e..cntun POtlt'l") and a fragment of sawn urnber pl;'lnk ",ah;1 wrro<ic.-d !lall au.tc..hed. 

Otha Ih'lll the..' ",ell. the excavated area ~ 01 the pLlIlol1ll "'<I" nOldhlt' lur Ihe .lb .... f:Il(.e..· 01 Ilnd~ 
COl1lcmpOI ill) ",jlh IIw Phase 4 pladorm atlivin 

''''' 8U/ldm/f' 

HlIlldmg 2267 (Figs. 7 and H) 
Buildll1g 22fji wa~ rc."Ct.mh~lar, orientated W.-E. and me:a~uled .'ppnlxlm.ueh U m. long x (Hi m. ",idt· 
cXlcm,tll)" '" Ith 011(: {enlrAI l\ .·S. di\ldlllg Willi. 1 he ",.III~ W{"I t· dclilled in plan b, \en ~haJl()", ancillleli,tilH I 
rubber trenthc., anti ona.M()Ilal "Iret{hes of sunl\ing ~(()n(' looting ... I hc robher tH·oche., \an(·d in width 
from O.iO m. to J.{) Ill. and the\· "'·ere between (un ,mel O.J.l m. dt·cp. I he a\erag!: ",jdlh ofth(· ~unl\il1g 
\LUne footing> ".trled rrom O.iO m, to 0.90 In. The.'re W,IS no dear e:,idell(c.' that founddljoll treluhes UI.111' 
"'\lb~lance.· had been dug for the footings. 

rh(' ~. "'all ",·a .. defined b~ an indininc.:tlObbc-r trench (21~,2) filled "'tlh illlledium hrown 'ami) cla\, \\-ith 
\mall rl dgnl('IlIS of lronstune and ncxks of d,areodl and hU111I cia'! (21 S:~). '{',Ir the W enel u ",as 't('("11 in 
.,C{llon to o"cllie all t"11 her dil{h (hen' recorded a~ 2:l:ll).J(}"'o.Ircb the e.entrc of the ~, wall \\o1S a pmt·scttil1g 
(2142) define. ... 1 by stone sl.lbs ')4!( on edge and lIl(orp«>rated wuhin ;t \uni,il1g patch of SlOoe InOling. rhi .. 
could be cunslrued <IS pitrl of the doorway (see bdow). 

rhe 1:.. end of robbellrench 2152 abulled the ~, pilrt oflhc E \\-all. I hi~ \\a~ represell1ed b~ il'ouni\ing 
~lOne fOOling (2227), comprising a 2, I m .• long x 0.90 Ill.·",idl' ~t1('I(h o lmedium,slllall un"'OIked imn.,lOne 
.. labs I udllllel1larily faced un lhe W. and 1:., side<i, \uni\ing in one' 01 IW() courses IC) a lTIaximum d('pth 01 
0.30 m. r he: It·~t (If the 1::. wall was defined b, IObber trench 2221 

11m lI1lUrn cnc.roache.·d upon a <iuni\"ing fOOling (201.3) Imlllll1K tll('~. l"nd oflhe S. \\<111; 11 W,I" f)u(Olblc 
that fOUling 2013 extended appmxim.ueh' 1.3 Ill. 1- <lIthe ~ .. ",all ulthe h\llldin~. rUl1ll1og 10 Ih(' (·dge..· of til(" 
'\ ,·S. dm.h (2039). I'ouung 20 I:i wa~ of similar (h"raw:r to 2227. ,lllhough ~lightl~ narrohe:r at ilround n.HO 
111. in width. M~t of the resl of the S. ",all ",a .. reple'oCnt('d In the robber 11('l1ch 2312. ahhough a .. Ium 'tr(,l(h 
(If \tone footing (2'20). 0.75 m. ",ide, ",as identified nc.:,11 tht· Wend 

rhe w. ", .. II Wd .. defined b, robbel u'cnch 2:\15, \\-Ith tilt.' ~dm(' mid·bumll ~afl(h dd~ lill a\ lh(' ulhcl 
robher tren{h,·,>. 

l .. xlmlJr ita/urt'\ 

\ 'U' shaped gulh (2j57), ",ith re"euing slabs of limcstolle (2:l5fl) ~el ;tgaill'lt i13 W !lick ",<}, id{'nlified 
IInmedialeh \\" 01 the W ",all. rhe grevbro"'l1 ~11t, d,,, filt 01 the..' gulh (:B55) ",as parth trulle..,ued In th(· 
rohbing (2:\ 1 I) of the Willi (!iCe Fig, 8 Secuull iH). 

Iwo \mall ~lol1(··lined postholes (2144) and (2116) ",('re 10(011('(1 inlJn<:dla(d~ , (If the '\ wall. 10 til(' \\" 
of .. I ~111 .. 11 arca of wmpacted cohbllng (233:\). 

Iti/rnol !ffllurf\ 

·J·he.· 'l.S pal tilion wall was defined b) a len sh .. Uo\\ luhbel lIench (2:\ IH) of simil,11 "'Idth 10 Ih(' eXlnnitl 
\\ .. 11<;. <md wllh a ~lIniiar lill (2352). There Wil~ no {A' ielen! e 01 ,I undul III nnor ~UI fa{t', but local areas 01 hoth 
~. and \\ celh had a{cumulatlons of thin la\ers nfmalerial, rdleUlllg uSt' .1I1e1 ",cal paltern~ 

rhe t .. cdl had.1 .. pread oLlccumulated burnt d,l\ (2:l()l) ~I dg,limllllt' partition hall , rhe L end of till' 
(dl was 1lI()<;lh co'clcd b, a mix. of!lanch tid' and iH)l1\(()n(: tubble (21231..\ ~lnall area of wbblt:s, pilfhe..·d 
'>1cIne~ ,wd l"'U large slabs close to lhe -' "'all (~:\iO) 111<1, I"('PI(,.,(.'nt ,I tll1c~hold, and illthollgh nl) deal 
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evidence ofa doorway was identified in the robber trench of we N. wall at this point, the post setting 2142 
(see above) could be illlerprered as the selting of a W. dOQl-jamb. 

The \V. cell contained a sub-rectangular area of burnt cia) and flat stone pieces (2354), possibly 
representing a hearth, siwated against the S. wall. Three shallow postholes were recorded: 2363 against the 
W. wall, 2308 against the S. wall, and 2036 on the W-E. centre line of the building. The W. halfofthe cell was 
cQvered with a spread of small il"OllStone nIbble (2358), apparently a rudimentary floor surface. 

Modest quantities 01 puttery were recovered from inlernal layers such as 2358 and ~12.1j, and lbe robber 
tn:nch fills. A conccl1lnllioll 0(' pottery was recovered from a hoUow (214 I) jusl outside the N. wall, adjacelll 
10 th(' cobbled area 23;\3. Most of the pottery was oflme 13th- to 14th-celltury date, althoug-h there was some 
il11l'Usivf' 15th-cenltll) pottery from la yer 2125. 

BlI1ldmg 2011 (Figs. 9 and 14) 

Building 2011 was situated 12 m. N. ofbuilding2267, 011 the N. edge orthe platform. The building elements 
direcd) overlay the platfonn material (2074), a greyish bmwn silty clay Wilh small slone inclusions, averaging 
0.15 m. deep. The building formed a rectangle in plan, ils long axis aligned EN E.-WSw.. with overall 
dimensions of 14.8 m. x 5.8 m. 

rhe evidence fOI the N. and S ...... alls comprised parallel shallow (()otings of unworked medium/large 
ironstone slabs, mostly slll'viving to only on(' course deep. The fomings were laid directly OntO lhe plalfo]111 
material, although it \\I(\S evident that. they had Slink a few ccmimetres into the platform , leaving shallow 
'robbe]' trenches' where the stones had been '·emoved. 

rl he N. wall (2068) measured 6.20 til. long x 0.80 m. wide. The 011 tel' faces were uf roughly faced stone 
slabs: lhecon~ of the wall was a mi.x ofela) and much smaller stone pieces, where it survived at all. The S. wall 
(2066) was 6.60 m. long x 0.80 m. wide, and of similar construction. A narrow SIOI ~\'as evident in the wall at 
its mid point. The internal distance bt,twcen walls 206R and 2066 was reasonanly consistent at 3.95 m. 

Three postholes were located in a line W. of the tWO walls. Posthole 2064, 0.40 m. wide x 0.40 m. deep was 
situated 1.0 m. W. of wall 2068, its centre in line with lhe interior face of the 'vall. Posthole 2060, 0.45 111. wick 
x O.IS m. deep, was located 0.80 m. W. of wall 2066, it~ (;elllrc point in lille with the exterior face of the wall. 
The central posthole (2062), 0.25 m. wide, was situated 2.20 m. N. 0(2060 and 2.S 111. S. of2068. 

The W. end of the building consisted of a stone footing (2065), 3.0 ITI. long x 0.80 Ill. wide, situated 
approximately 2.2 Ill. w. of the three postholes. The fOOling consisted of medium/small ironstone rubble. ;\ 
shallow 'robber trench' was detected at either end of the wall, suggesting thatlhe original wall extended across 
the whole width of the building. There was some evidence of a slot, app.-oximately 0.15 Ill. wide, across the 
centre of Ihe fOOling, similar to that evident in the S. wall. 

Two postholes were located E. ol"lhe N. and S. walls. Posthole 205<1, mea!lllring 0.35 Ill. wide x 0.31 Ill. 

deep was situated 0.80 m. E. ofdle l. end of wall 2066 and ~lligned with the cenlre line of the wall. Posthole 
2052, measuring 0.30 m. wide, was situated 0.50 1l1. E. ollhe E. end orw<l112068 and approximatel) aligned 
to the outer face of the wall. No ceutral posthole was identified at the E. end of the building. 

Appl'Oximately 2.0 Ill. beyond the postholes was the E. wall of the building (2067), compdsing a footing of 
medium/s mall ironstone rubble, 0.80 m. wide and sUI-viving 10 a length ofpo.ssibly 2.80 m. The N. end olthis 
footing had been truncated by later activit)" and the rest of it was severely dist.urbed. but il appeared to be a 
similar Structure to the W. wall. 

hllnior ff'atures 

"h\'O features were ]-cvea led in the imerior space of building 2011. An oblong pit (2091) was situated 
approximately across lhe (;entre or the building. It measurt'd 2.80 Ill. long b} up 1.0 1.10 111. wide, and ,·vas 
0.30 111. deep, with nt~al' vertical sid(!s lind a flat ba.se. The lill (2069) was a mix of redeposited plat./(mn 
material, ploughsoil and subsoil, in the upper levels of which were a number of large SlOne .slabs. Late 16th
century pottery was recovered fWIll the fill. 

Im mediately to the W. of the S. end of 2091 wa.s pit 2082, 511b-renangulal- in plan, measuring 
appmximately 1.10 m. across x 0.30 m. deep, with near vertical sides and a flat base. The fill (2081) of Ihis 
feature was a fine clean )ellowish clay, with inclusions of a number of medium/large pieces of ironstone. Fiv/:: 
.sherds of 13th-century pOllery were recovered [rom the excav<.lted pari of this feature. 

ExtfnwL features 

A layer of ironstone cobbling (2070) was revcaled, bUlled against the exteriOl face of lhe S. wall (2066). This 
extended for a distance of 4.60 Ill. from Ihe W. end of the wall. and dveraged O.HO m. \vide . The .!olot identified 
in the wall extended through the cobbles, and was 0.35 m. wide. It did nol appear to CUI into lhe underlying 
platlorm material. 
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hnd.\ 

\pan fmlll the finds frolll the two imerior pits, no d,1Ung material \\'a!o recovered from any of the building 
fOntcxlS. 

I'NA5F 5 

I he archaeological aoint) over the extt'nl of the.: platform \\as charactcrised by substantial spreads of mid 
blOwn .. andy day and high proportions of ironstone rubble, panicillady C'Ollcentrated o\'er the building 
foot prt nts of the site (Ia~er 2030 o\'('r building 2011. and Ian'ls 2180 and 2181 over bulidtng 2267), Close lO 
t IH' SF. ('01 n('r of building 2267, a layer of compact lIIottled ~ill) cia\,' (21 :~O) was found that may represent a 
wUapsed section of wall fahl K (see Fig. 8, Se(tioll 16), rhe \V. (:!ld of building 2267 \';a5 covered b't, a sillV clay 
Ian:1 (2132) v.hidt WIll.lined many ironstone fragmcllu. and ~ignificant cOlllemralions of domestic lublmh, 
dilting mOHI) to the lale 15th cemury or later . 

. \ filMI phase of the boundan ditch in the S\\". mrner of the platlorm was cut (20·15) into the lill (2311) of 
the ooubl(, ditch (st!e Fig. 6 Section 70). fhe upper fill induded anotht'r rudimental") I·cvetting wall (2043) of 
mediulll large IlOllswne nibble with occasionallimeslollc intluSlollS. Many of the stones sho\\ ed signs ofheing 
subj(:({ to intense burning. The wall wa\ roughly faccd Oil its '\. side. \Vhile most of the dating matt'rial 
rc-'(:{)\"ered from this area \\"as redeposited matenal from the late I :hh to 14th century, there were sOllie sherds 
from the 11th 10 15th centUf\, reflecting the rC\H>rking of 'i{)mc of the deposits. 

I he well shaft (2369) was robbed (20 15) to it depth of approximatclv 1.8 nl. and the resulting pit rapidh 
fill('d with millerial containing 16th· and 17th-centm·y pOllen- (colltexts 2016-2020 inclusive). The '\ .-S 
length of \\<1112032 appeared to suni\'e (or \\,LS allo .... ed 10 collapse) during this period, whereas the F.·\\'. wall 
(203:S) w'as cenainh removed. In the SE. ("()I"I1CI of tht' SHt' .11l area of 40 sq. Ill. was em'ered with a wmp,lCt 
la~er of mid hrown sandy silt and small ilollStone rubhle (2007), fonning a hardstanding (see Fig. 3). POllen 
J"eco"l'red from this matel·ial was p,·edominanlh 17t1H:emuq or later in datt'. 

I'll. ISh 6 

I ht' <Inivi!) is characterised b~ the accumulation of plouglhoil (2002) <lnd topsoil (2001) O\"("r the entil·e site. 
In the vl(inity of building 2267 the materi<llcolltaint.'d nOlict.'ablL' "Illounts of redepositcd I-Ith· and 15th
(l'llllllY pOllt'ry, but elsewhere, and panind.uh E. of wall 20:12, tht.' pOlleq reco\'ered (mosll) during the 
Illadulilng) \\ilS pnncipally 17th-century. -rhe mo~t ~ignific;lI1t features were a pair of rectangulal pits (2176 
<wd 2178), dug into lhe nauo·al subsoil E. of wall 20:~2 (sc(' Fig. 3). Both were parually eXLavated bv rnachlllt' 
and had fills of mixed loamv silt with lenses of natural day. '\eitht:r produced any finds. 

1'::1tll!twlto"lrmclu'8 13-16 (Fig. 2) 

~one of Ihc additional evaluation tremiles produced an~ c\idence fiJr significalll occupation al any pel·iod, 
nor did they produce deposiLS lhat could link the ani\it) on and around the platform of Area .\ \\'ith lhal 
It'\caled by the 1989 exca\'ation on the line of llenne! Wa,. \ dctailed description of the depo~iLS within these 
lrendu::s is mduded in the archive. 

nn. FINDS 

L\TE EOLITHIC GROOVED \\ARE A , D FIRICD CLAY b) ALISTAIR BARCLAY 

\ total of I :~ sherds (108 g.) of late '\eolithic Groo\ed WarC' from at least t .... o H!sscls belonging to the 
Dllllingtcm Walls subsl)Ie \\eJ"e recO\ered from pit~ 226H and 2193 (see rable I). 

1\1111' 1 A BRUKDOW"I OF Tm "IEOLII Hie POri FRY ASSEMBLAGE BY n.\l L RE 
(SIIERD 'iLMBER. II'F.I(;H r) 

COllifX! Ih:1d J Ihvl2 J11detenfllnale Total 

I)it 2268 fill 2269 1, 16g. 3,12 g. 3. 30 g. 7, 58 g. 
Pit 2193 foil 2194 1.17 g. 2. 33 g. 6. 50 g. 

IOIAL 1, 16g. 7. ~g g. 5, 63 g. 13,108 g. 
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Fabnc, [ann (lnd drroratian 
rhe fabnc. \\a~ generalh hard. sli~hlh o,(J>'P' In 1t:\.lUn: and Ifllt.lu:nU'I. and \\<b 1t!lTlpeled Vlith u).n ""lOci 

dnd .tOgUI,lT grog Some \-ariation In tht: ,Ibund,tntl, (If \and .... d.\ llol(:cll)(:l\\l'('n lhl" fabriD of\e"'''-Cb I and~. 
\'Iuh (II(: hHIlIt:1' haling a disunn ,lOci, (extulc I hl\ ~m(h and gwg 1.lbric. 1\ (ommonh used to manul.uttttl' 
Durnngwn Walh st\le GroO\ed "'.1ft' III the l "ppt·\ rhallle, \ 'a lle\. lilt., Ix',elkd rim fomh and lUb III j.ll" 
,hapt'cJ H· .. ~I profiles are 1\ plCal of tlu.' I)urrington Willi .. sub", It· , .1\ i~ the dc..'t-urauon. 

\f()\t ollh(' ,h('I(b deri\(' from ,\'to \ (' .... d .. (hR. 10: '·2). Both "'en' pmh.lhh lap;;, I he rim (Fig. 10 '0. I; 
(01Hf.'xt 2:!(9) I!.I II om a thick ",ailed \'('5'><.'1 and I' dl"tf)1 .Ilcd wilh hOi illlnlai 1"0\\" of stab and drag imprt'\sio!l\ 
rim "IX' 01 decoration is unusual ",ithin tht, rC'ginn but c.m be paralleled at the type site at Duningwn 
\\'a ll .. , 1 1 Ihe nm and bod~ sherds n'l)n.~ .. ('nlcd I" Fig. J() '\u.!! <Ire from a thin-walled \'es.scl III \\llI(h tht.." 
dt.'Cor;llll)1l appear<. to consi~t of venical panel .. \\ Ilh opposed filled Irianglc..'"'I, I hese line .. are nOt de.1Il gICHl\t·\ 
and appl';lr to h<l"t' been made b't 100pre'iSlllg or fil .Igglng 'o(une IIldlcri.d. pn .... ibh knotted cord or .1 1001 '" ilh 
a rough l'dge. It can be matched at Ihe.: nlX' \Itt' of Ourring-tnll \\',,11 .. , a\ \\ell .1\ at tHher sites in <,.Olllht.'rn 
Brit.lin.l ,! WIth till" "pc of\essel. palrcd H'rtlCdllll(ISt'd line' \et:'1Il to Ildye laken the platt' of muuldc..'c! 
wrdom; t}lh(>lwi\t' the design is prd(li(;tlh ,he 'W.IllC . .\ numbel ofb.l .. e frdJ,tl11ellLS from allea.sl two cililt.."It.'1lI 
\e .. ,cI .. (e.g, Fig, 10 '0. 3) ",crt.' found in hoth pits .tnd it i .. IXI~\lblt.' thdl thc~ belong with the twO vt.'s\ch 
repr(·\(·nlc..'<i I-n hg. 10 'os. I and 2. 

Catalogut 
Fig. I() 'Wu. I Context 2269. BeH:lleci nm from a FII \\l1h ~tabl)(·d d(·((uauoll. f<.lbiK ( •. \2. Condition "Will. 
Fig . 10 'WC). 2 Context 2269 and 2194 Kiln ilnd lXKh ~herds frum .1 J'lI. I ht' decoration has been 1lI.I<!t· 1)\ 
imprC'\!llllg 01 dl.lgging. Fabl it." (;:\2. Condilion ""om. 
Fig IU 'C). :l Conlexl 2269. Base sherd. pO\\lhh from \c .. scl I or 2, F.li>nl G . .\2. Concluioll \\orn. 
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Fig. 10. \lallOl' Farm. Old (.lill1'iblll~ 'eolithic: pOltcH. 

11 I I.ongwunh, " Ille Neolithic Pottery , in ( • .1 \\',tin\\righl and IR. l.ollgv.onh.lJumngtan 11(1/1) 

f.xuwflilmn 1966-6H (Rep . Res. Comm. Soc \l1liq, London 2~), 1971), Fig .'H: 13·1.438·9. 
12 Ibid FiR -17: 207·8. 215. 218. 



:Hi:! \ II \ K I)' 1-. I \ 1 

F"rd dill 

In acldllum to tht, {,rcImed "'are wllIe:..t 2269 produ«'u :m h'lgmc·llI!t uffired d.l}. l\..enty.(,ight amen phuu, 
fragnll'nt .. of fill·d tla, al .. o came flOIll tilt' undaled (u1l1t',1 ~U!H. ahhough this maleri<ll dOC3 not have to lx, 
plchi .. IOI i( ;l1U1 (oliid bt, Illt'clie\'al 

n'.\(I1\\/011 

fn Iht' L PP(" Ih .. l11l·, \'allt:\ (;If)O\CU W.llt· i .. nCinh .11""" .1'''-(I('I.Ht,d wnh pit dcposil".U h I ... 1'~III1u:(11U 
haH' ht·t·n ""t·" III (l'lclllollial aru\lIln, .md Cit-po'II' "1111111 Pit' ;.11"(' o!ten tOllsidlTt·d It) haH' been pl.lu'<I lIT 
.. llutlun·d .1, 11.111 01 '(line nltl<ll P""lIIH' 11 I ht· sllt'nl .. hum Ill(" Iwo ,cs .. d .. W('lt· gt'neralh small alld wwn 
indll,lIl1lg I h,lI tht·, HlU ld h.n t' I>t'('n 1('('On'lt'd Imlll <I 11.llnph-d <.til f,Ke or midclt'1\ hefol(.' dCPOilJtioli Itl Ii\(" 
PIIS, I Itt' I~I( t IIMI 1);111\ o/" the "'JIll(' n,,,~('1 talllt' Irol11 lilt.' fiJl~ of .. t'l);\ralt' pit, may "lll1ph rcdle<1 .1 ("(1II111101l 
~Ol1IH' 101 the lIlalt'rial (.,L1(h d.!t it 1I1I1I<1<'n) and Ihallht, pH" 1\(,'11.' (OIlICmpO);II'\, 

Cl'oO\l'd \\,lil' i .. \,("n coml11on nn gr.l\l'l ,ilcs ill lilt., L ppt'r I h"lIlt'<j \'allcy bill Iii liln' to tbe 1I00Ih of Ihi, 
,ll'l'a, .lhhol1gh .1 \l11all quantil' uf '1Il1l1al pOllt'!) hail 1I.'(t1\l·!t·d horn BI"I<l1 IIll1m tht.: 'ene \" .. lIt·\. 'Olllt· :HI 
km. ,~ 01 K.lJ1hl1r\ .1:i rill'. clept) .. il ..... 1\ ",,,o(l<1led ""h \\()(,d (harw.llllt.lI ga\'(.. ,I r .. tdioGubon d.ltt: of ~~H)()" 
~:m{) tal B( {(heal 2 ,igma 206H::!:HO 1)( II.\R ~I)07) ,lIltl tht· ""t'mhlage Irom B<llIhul"\ " likch w he of .1 
'1I11il.lI d,lIt' II ha .. ht'cn <,uggC\tt-<llh.1I (;romt'd \\'alc 111 \lI(lIht'l)\ HI it.tin has '-1 datt' range or2~K)O-~ ilK) U(:. th 

IIH. I'OSI -ROIo'('\\ POTTER\ 1>1 PALL BLI,\KIIORt\ 

IlIlmtiurluHI 

I hI' pml-Rolll.lJ1 Imtten a .. ~elllbbgt, (oll1pli\t'd :!.lIn .. Ilt'n" .... lIh iI 101;.11 .... (·ighl 01 :tUl.j(i g. I'hl: 1II11l11l11111l 
numbc:1 "I H· .. ,(·I .. (:\1' \'), b~ mea,1I1 Clllt·nt 01 Ilm,ht:HI !t-Il)tlh ......... 1 ~37. Full tlt'I.III .. (11)(lIten Ott tI, I t'l\( t· 
11, nUll1hc.·1 ,wei .... t·ight 01 !l.henb 1.k>1 UlllIt·,' 1)\ labllt Hpt: ",l\;tibhle III lhl: proJt"fl archin'" I he lallJ::(' 01 
hart' I'Pl'~ l)lt·\4.'nt i.., "piedl ollh(." pOIle:n fmm IIlt·cllt'\.t1 and 1,lIt· .... ite: .. in <o(ullh 'mthalllptomhiH ,lIld 
Ilorth <hlllTd .. lllrt·, '1 he a\M"ll1bl'lgc.· .. !tu ...... tllilt Ihere: \, .... o<-tllpatinn ,H Ihc 'lit'" hom olround lhl' nuddlt· 01 
Ihe I ~lh «'nl II I ) ()flw<lrd!l.. although tht, 1.IIl~l· of 'l'"d I, pt·~ ,md Ii agmt'IlI'IIIC1n .lIla" ~I\ iluggests Ihil! tllc."n' 
ha .. i.lth.mgc fmlll clomeslic 10 :'IOIlIt' mht'l, pe:1"I1<I1>' nnll ·dolJlt"'tlt. dni\lI, (hllll1).:" Iht' 11th or L-"h «'!llll! ~ 

Fabric\ 

Wht'rt' "PI)) npn,lI(' the alphanulIll'l1{ (odin/{ " .. lel11 IIf tltl' (hJcI1 d .. hllt, (;Ul111l\ I\Pt·"t'llt" h,1\ 1x.,t·1l u~l'd.l, 
I ht· 1l!11llt'lil ('()Cle .. an: tho,e U"C(IIII anhi,t· ;lnd Iht' cI.ll.1 1.lhlt·, 

1-2011: 
I 1111 
",Ofr 
1152. 
/,1'H 

{JX.I(" (;/lI\U'()ld.I~~ U'rlr/ \1) !li.·,·I:l:"'U. i ~1u..'l(h, il ~ 
()\2, I HfmlmJ'") lI'1lYf. 1.11 th 1.1 IIh u'ntuH. II) I .. In:lfl .. , M,77-1 g. 
(J.n .\lnbn'(lf OxJord II'(Ht'\1) IOi!') I :no, I HI .. h(,I(I .. , 1,171 g. 
().\'I\I HniL/Jllllntllif 1/'(11( \()I~()() - i(iOn. :UfI .. lu·I(I .. , 5,:Ui g. 
OXh,,"" Pflttn\Jml)" 11'0"". Lll(' Uth lith {"('!lllll'. :,;9 ,ht·lch. 1;,537 g. 

1:\ \. H.u-d.I'. '(~1'O()\cd Ware from Iht, LpPt'l I h.lInl''' H.t'~iOIl', in R. <:It'<l1 dud \. \1;lC",\\,('('11 (t,th.). 
(.romw/ Hart' III Iln/1I111 and Jrfland (\ieolilim Siud CICIUP ",t'UlIll,1I Paper .. :-s, 1999),9·23 

t~.1 I hOI11;1 ... Ut'thlllkmg II" ,\'fobllll( (19H1). 
n 11M I\illlllmd. "The t\t"t)IHhir POllt'''', ill Brim IMI FWfII'tltllll/ 197-1 1978 ('\ionlulllj1lOn Ihlpl1ll , 

COIp. \rchilt'o\. Mono. :~, 19S5), Inl 
11) P (~.Ir ..... o()d. '(;I'()U\ed Wart" III ~1)lItht'l n Ihllam : ClIII)II0loJ::' and Inlcrpll'li.u ion', in Clt'al .lIul 

:\1'1(~\\l.'t·n, op. lit. note 13. p. 15~. 
I' \I \ldlnr. 'Oxford POllery.\ S~l1lht"" (If \Iuidle <Hul l,i1lt' ~ilxon, \It-dic\al and ('arh 1'(l'Hnecll(,,,tI 

I)ullen in Iht· Ox/md Rcgion·. OXotllt'IHW, lix (H~H), li"~17 
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Olhn U'flrt'l alIa p't'It'nt. 

f 330: .\lId'" (Ollf\"ulff \1) II nO-I 100. ")hdh Iiml.·'tulll' " .. U l·'. PIOdllll.'d .11 Tlunll'rom 'Itt: .. J.long Ill(" JUI"""1l" 
.!Ipinc in '(;,lhall1ptnn .. lmc and Ikdlord,hill' I~ II (J "hl.·nk I':)()~ g 

F-I(j/ R,d f(lrlhrtlu,·m,l. \1) 1530+ hill'. IIIUrmm, h"d.-I\·d .... 11\(1\ 1.lhm "'par\(' qU.l1tl .mel I1IHNUlH.' 

mclU\)(lll\ up to U.S mill Plodutl'd at numl.·rou"u·nIH·' lhlllUJ(hoUI BII1.1I11. 1'L IH7 .. Ill'uh. :\.fiT, ~ 

f-iO-l. (.LIII'1(/im Utiit' r \DI17n-I.Hf), liard. 'l1Ioolh 1,lhlll u .. II.llh hlld .. -H:"d. hilt c.afll~ p,tler III bro\\ne.·r. 
Fe" ,,,ible IIldU'lom. e.'xu·pt for oc«Nonal LllI." tl Kr.lin... R .. IIlJ(c: III \(·<;,\d InTlm "orne" hal "llrtl.lli\ed .• mel 
U~lldll, \e'r\ IhlTl-"J.II(;"d (r 2 mrn.). R<tH' "hHe.· ... hl) dt·IW.IIIOII .. -,:\ ,hl·I(". l:el R 

F-IfJ5. (;rnml1l .\(lIlIMrfl1t'I. ,\DI-Ho\O+ A langt· olll.lrd, ).tH.·', ... IIt,gl.ttt·ell.llmc., pnKiu(cd ,\( numelClU\ 'lit:' III 

the Rhinl'land and IX'\()ll(I.!H 2 lihcrd\, 65 g. 

F-I77. \/ldl",uJ Purplt' lJ.'m,l. ( \DI·15(),ltiHn, \'t'n h,IIe1 , cI.lIl.. pmpli ... h-j.{H:\ · ... t·mHwm .. "OlI(.'· I<lhm 
OCGl .. innal (IUdi'll gl •• ilh up 10 1 mm. PUlpit· In hl,uk gl.l/t·, Oht'lllhlll ,Itlel p .. IIt!1\.!1 :12 .,herd .... H20 g. 

FI1I \IIdllwd }rlll/ii. U'fl'I'\.I. \DI:i3U-liOO II.ud IIl·.lm\,"hllt'l.llll1< huh hW"1l tn "hilt' ... ml;u-e"', h _· lio" 
In gH't"ni~h-\('Ii()\I glaJ"e .... 1 7 ,11t:rch, JOO K 

F-II2· .\luilmull1ltj(*:m1t'~ ( \Dl~130-liO{). \t'l") '111111.11 III (.1~t(·luan Walt', although u<;,uJ.lh thi<\..t·I-"allt·d 
(( 11ll1ll.) dnd hllh.1 .. hghth (oal\e.'r r.lhllt "uh mort· <11I.1I1/:f3 :!:U ,ht'lCk 1.7XI g. 

F-II7. lm-(;IIJ:.td f.nrl/i,,,u'(lrt'S ( \DI60()-IMOO. ~111t· "Ililt' t·J.llht"I1\\'Ut' (KC,,"'lollaih ptnl..l ... h HI \dlu\ll'h 
COIC'. nlicl.. "lUll' lin glalt.', \llIh paint('d toh .. 1t hlue (\l'(OI,11101l. OH.I'IUlMlh ITldngdnt"'K.· purple.' and ndllt, 
Ri.ll e tn'>tnpllun ... , (~IJ.lc tend, to flake 01".1\ flonl '1II1.I(t· 01 hoch ,1,1\. \t'''l'l, \1\11."" ointmt:1lI pOI'. alb.1I dim 
,mel pl.ue~.:!~ Ii ... ht:lcI" ti7 j.{. 

F-II6: \11'1111/101"/'" '11~w1r\. r \1) J(il~ IXUf). 1'1111'. 1I1111U11ll . hllll..·lt'd ... lIlch lahm , c.,pal~e qualt.- and 
IromlOne inl!mlum lip In 0.5 mm. (.ener.II" 1l.llh,lIn ... u(h .1\ dl,h\· .... h(m" .1I1d plate .... with an illlt'Tn.iI 
ur.HlKe or grn'n gldlt' ml.'l painled 'ilip tit'tUI'.llion I'loduu·c!.1I 1111Illt'IOU' u'nuT\lhroughmll Engl.tncl.:?\ :S 
~ht"lc", 71 g 

It i~ lllliou,", 10 noll.' lhat ;although lhe 'lIt' i\ H'I\- do"'('111 !l,II1I1II1\. Iht· lanKc Of\\dl(;'!1 and lhelr U("(IIIICnCt', 
al le'I~1 "'UIX'lric.iil lh, ",{'(;"11I\ do\Cr In th()~e 01 Iht' IIlcchnill pottt·q ,1"t:mhlaj.{I'''' of Br.ukle" '\()rthanl~. 
(;ellt'lalh. earh llll'die\,,1 iI"'M.'lllhlaKe.'~ IT Olll g,lIlhlll Y (umpl'''(' ,\luund HYi- Ox.. \C wilh (. 2':;f:{ B.mhlll") harc, 
wht'l ca, Ibmt' fmm BI.lckll')' (OlllptiM.' 011 i1\('r"Kt' UWI !l(Yt B.lHbuI' w.Ul',:!h wtlh hull' COl.SWO!Cb-lypl' Will t', 
,1<; "a'> the t'd\t' .11 Ihe Ca\tlc Lanc '11(·.1; Wht'H' 0\..\(. ";I" \11111011" ah,ent. I hi<; p.lIlelll lX'wlI1c .. Illon: 
pmnOlllut"C111l Ihe 1,Itcr llIecil('\'.t1 pellOd, 1111.' high pmpCllIIOTl c)1 )lC)th'I'II)!ln and SlilL Boa''>lan "art." in Ill(' 
lalef tneclit'\al .m,cl1lbIOlKt'\ al thi~ 'iitC" nOl ll·p<· ... lt·d.lI n.IIIIHII\, whet'e Ihe hull.. of Ihe pOllen fmm 151h
({'nllll\ a,\cmhlajr{c\ In Iht,town compri\c .. H"nhtll\ ".IIt' ,11111 ()\.', "ilh Poltc .. 'I"'plin and i3lill 'CI\ flIlI(h 
minor \\0lr<·~..!,01 

It "uuld ilppt',11 highh unhkt'h Ih.1l tht' pcoplt· of (;llImhlll) "tilde! h.IH' II'00n'lit'd 10 BI-adlc\ to Ohl.UII 
lheir pmten wh("n til(' 1II .. IIl..CI c't'lllrl' 01 S.lIIblll.,. hOl\ .. O lillie h (lo,c'l OIt IMlld. \() tht' I'eil'it)ll 101 thi' dtfkrt'ncc. 
,1I1t' •• "" ill the t'.lIh flI('die',11 pennel i'i hkeh to 1)(.· c.1uolloiOgl(.11 

1,01 \ Lknham . ' I ht' POIlt'q '. ill J.II. \\"111I.11Il .... \1 "'h.t .... and \. IknI1.l1ll.\I"ldft' 'ax"" !'flltlUI (II 

" .... art/lllm/Wlll C\ol'lhamplnn D\lpnH_ Curl" \1nll(). 1. 19xr,), Hi-HI 
1'1 COlton. ' l'O'lI-Rmnan I'ollen', III I' IllIlton (c."d.), 1-\/(/\'(/110111 III \()1I01lI'tlrlt 1973·7(, flIu/l,lllllfJt'lh 

/97J-79 (MoL\S ... mel J)(;L\.Inil1l Publ, 2), 29H. 
tu D_ (;ailll!Jlel", (;ellmU/ .\tlml'U'flI" (lhit. ~tll'i, Publ, PI~17). 
:11 M, M(LlIlh). '-1 he I'ullen', in J.II. \villiam~, .\t. /'t"lt'l" \t. .. \'mtlwmptlm: f.,\'(Ill'fltW1t\ /971·7{) 

(:\urt hampLOn Ihlpl1ll. Corp. MOllO. 2. 1979). i(;i 
n Ibid , 1112. 
:1:-1 Ibie! . 16,1 
21 Orton. OJ>. (tl nole 19,298. 
2', Ihid. 
1h \ft:Jlm, op. (II. nOle Ii. Fig. 24 
17 1)\\ , Blinkhm n. ~ I he I'utttn " in I \It'ddoh '. 'I '(<1\ .llIum Oil L"tlt' L.lI1l'. I\racklc\, 

'\oTlhalllplOnlihire. HIiH' (in prep.) . 
..!" Ibid, fig, 7'1 , 
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Chronololfl 

The post-Roman pOllery assemblages from lhlS lie \\-cre grouped II1to phases based. in most GI .. t· ... (111 the 
accepted c.:hronologv of the major ware types, although the chronology ha~ been III some cases adJu~ted, for 
the rea'loll'i listed helm .. 

Pulln) Phast 
Phase A \1id 12th (emun
Phase B Earh 13th H'IlIUI)·

Phase C L1~th-L.I5Ih ('nlun -
Pha~c D 1·l(h'15Ih (t'mun'
I)hase f. Lilt' 15th centun
I'ha .. e F' 16th Ct'IlIUfV -

Phase G: Late 16th-17th (enlU'"), -
I'hase H: 17th-19th (emury-

Equwalnll Slmtlgraphlr Phas, 
~ 

I-he presence of large quantities of BanbUI·V W,II C, itS well a:-. unglated vc .. .')ch in fabrit- OX\, allow .. for it 1'11.I~(· 
A stan dale of the hner 11th century. but the p,lUcity of C()LSI,wlds-type ware (OXAC), coupled with <I wmplt'I(' 
lack of St. Neat's type ware. hoth of which art' cOfllmon finds on ~lles of 10th- and Illh-centul\- dal(' III 

I\jorthamplonshire and nonhern Oxford,hire, ~ugge'll~ illS \'en unlikcl) Ihal the meclte\al aui\lI\- dt 11m 'Ill' 
began much before 1100, and more lilel) .IS Idle as I I 50.29 Thi\ I .. c.omparahlc "lIh the Site at (:.1\lle I.<ln(', 
Braclle} (noted doo,e), where the Slart 01 a(lI\ll\ 1<; also datahle 10 around the middle of the 121h ((:nlur, 
nlC absence of OXAC at Castle Lane sUKgests Ih.lt .such potten "ae, nOI reaching the nQrth-('a<;t ;lIl·a ul 
Oxfordshlre or south 'orthamplonshire b~ Ih,ll ume.~) 1:::\ Idence from 01 her :tIles in the north of (him d .. hll (. 
suggests a 'Ilrnllar pinure.'1 

As noted, OXAC and OK\, form a 'Iiglllfi(all1 proportion of groups dated up to the earl} I :hh (t'IllUf\ at 
Banbury.:'J:! Thf" evidence from lhe present .')11(', ,mel from Brackle\ C._I\lle Lane, would suggesl thai II largcl} 
fell from use in lhe area by the middle oCtile 12th (elllul"). 

Phase I) assemblages "ere identified by the presence of later medie\,-II \'e\sell~ pes. such a:-. hotlle\, .. I..illl'h, 
ch'ipping dishes and CUI fews, rather than b) the IIHrodunion of !le .... ware types. The small .. iLl' of man.,. 
assemblages, coupled with the fact thaI .such \t'S~II}P('~ are lIsualh rare. Im'ans that it ha.s nol been p()~\iblt' 
to Idenufy a (lear distinction between Phases C .Ind O. rhe I'elall\c!" largt' quantities of Ponersplll.,. ,Ind UIIII 
..... ares at MaoO! Farm, ..... hen compared wilh the a~'!l'mblages from other contemporary Sill'S in Banhurv, fila, 
agam reflect resieluality at other sites. Ven fl'W .,ite" han' been cxca\ated In I\aobun in recenl )C;IIS, <lnd I Ill' 
sites exammed In Ihe 1960s and iOs appear to hale produced d:-.:-.cmblilges .... ith a faid), high degrce oj 
resldualit).:'J~' I hi~ problem also exists for the latl'st medieval and cadie'!t post-medieval phases al \1~n()r "arm 
(see lable 2); wares ~lIch as F300. F301 and F330, .... hith are generalh Ihought 10 have fallen from lI~l' h) 
around AD 1400, rorm a total of 34.5% of th(· phasc a:-.semblagc. '\fe\erthele~ .. , the earlier a:-.~elllblagc ... 11 
\1al10r Farm may oITer a more accurate pi(lure oj the pottery suppl} 10 Banbury and its dependanl\ IhllHl~h 
the medieval penod than has pre\'io\lslv been ,w.ulahte. 

IABLE 2. PO n ER\ OGGL RRE:-.n. IN UCII \H.DJr.\AL PI L\SF BY \11 "ML M )( L \lBt.R 
OF \'ESSH.s (M'V) PER FABRIC ITPE. ~.XPRESSED AS \ Pf.RCP' L\(;F OF TilE "" P~_R 

I'll \St \sSt "BL\(.t 

F200 F300 F301 1·330 1":\52 F353 F404 10111/\1.\"1 

Phase A 0.3% 2.9 i l.O 22.9 :1.15 
Phase B 'C. 2.H 7.3 49.0 2.5 11.2 27.3 5.65 
Phase D 0 9.3 10.8 7.2 18.0 54.7 1.39 
Phase E 0 16.7 10.9 6.9 16.7 36.2 12.6 1.71 

100ai MI\Y 0.17 0.92 5.,11 1.08 1.1 i 2.9:\ 0.22 II. 9:1 

w pw. Blinkhorn, 'The Post-Roman POllery', III A Chapman, 'West Colton: A Study III Scltlt'mel1l 
DynamiCs: Exca\'ations at West Colton, Raund~, 'nnhamplOoshire. 1985-9' (Eng lIeritage.1Il Pl(·p.); 
Mellor, op. C"II note 17 

'0 BJinkhol"ll, 01'. cit. note 27. 
-'I Mellor, op. cil. note 17,52. 
-'2 Ibid fig. 24, but resiciualit\, does appear 10 ha\-e been a problem (ibid M4). 
" Ibid, H4 
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rhe daLa in Table 3 provide some support for this. The mean rim size for F300 is fairly eOnSLaOl throughout. 
but lhe other fabrics do show some evidellf"f' of decline. Shtll~ coarseware (F330) appears to be largeh' 
residual after Phase A. and BrillrBoarslall (F352) after Phase C. but Pouerspury ware (F353) and Banbul)' 
ware (F30 I) only decline during Phase E. F300 does not appear to decline at 0111. despite the fact that e\ldenee 
from elsewhere in Oxfordshire indicates that It was not used much beyond the later 13th ceOlur}'-34 

TABLE 3. RIM FRAG\IENTATlON, EXPRESSED AS rHE MEAN PERCDiTAGE CO\IPLETE 
PER FABRIC n'PE PER PH.\SE 

F300 F301 F330 F352 F353 

Phase A 4.5'!! 16.6'!! 14.4'!! 
Phase B 0 9.5'!! 0 I 1.5')1 
Phase 8.N 15.9'k 7.W IO.W 10.3')1 
Phase D 6.5')1 15.W 5.W 6.3')1 15.2CX 
Phase I:. 7.1'" 6.3')1 6.0')1 9.6'!! 6.3')1 

The data in Table I closely rene('t this pattern, .... 1.mple size distortion not withstanding. 

TABLE!. M!A~ SIIERD WEICIIT (I" GRAMS) PER FABRIC TYPE PER PIIASE 

F300 F301 F330 F352 F353 

Phase A 12.2 g. 73.2 g. 28.9 g. 
Phase B 8.2 g. 14.4 g. 8.6 g. 11.3 g. 
Phase C 8.5 g. 15.1 g. 8.4 g. 25.1 g. 13.4 g. 
Phase D 19.4 g. 14.3 g. 11.9 g. 9.8 g. 12.5 g. 
Phase E 13.6 g. 6.8 g. 7.9 g. 8.6 g. 7.9 g. 

Tills does nOt reflect the generallifespans of the Industries. As noted above, pottery assemblages in Banbul) 
comprise main Iv Banbun ware and OXY throughout the medie\-al period and even during the early 15th 
cenwry. which Mellor saw as being due to residualily.35 In (his case. lhe same appears true, although there is 
also a case 10 be made that there was a change III the nature of the activit), within the excavated area. However, 
the data in Tables 3 and 4 show that neither Banbury ware 1101 OXY appears to be any more fragmented in 
Phase 0 contexts than they do in the earlier ones. suggesting thaI Lhev may still have been current al lhat 
(ime. This mal. however, simpl)' be a distortion caused by difTerentialle\o'e1s of redeposition, or it could sugge5t 
Ihat most of the Phase 0 groups are 14th- r<llher than 15th-<entury in dale. 

Pollny Hmrlion 

Analysis of a 5imilar nmge of pottery tlpes at the medieval hamlel of West Couon, NorthanlS,36 mdicated thal 
POllerspuf) wal e Jugs, being largel than their Brill Boarslall cOllnterparL~. tended to be morc commonly used 
(and hence broken) in non-domesuc contexts, due to [heir usefulness as transportation \iC.'sscls. BriH \essels, 
by contrast, were used mainly for consumption, and hence tend to be morc commonl) found 111 association 
with domestic areas. The decline III BriWBoarstall wares at Manor Farm during Phase D (141h/l5lh century) 
may therefore reflect change in activity at the site, or at least a change in refuse disposal patterns. There is 
suppOrt for this in the dala from Table 5, which show a pallern l}'pical of medieval domestic site during the 
12th to 15th cemuriel> (Phases A-D). 

-Table 5 shows that jars are b) far the mo.!tt (ommon vessel type in the earliest phases, but jugs gradually 
increase as a perce mage of the assemblage. lIowever, the increase in jar rims <md the dedine in jugs during 
Phase E once again suggests that the majority of the ceramic from Ihis phase is redeposited. More crucially, 
fragments of a wide range of domestic vessel types, skillets, dripping dishes. bottles and curfews, occur in 

54 [bid. 71. 
55 Ibid. 84. 
'Wj P.W. Blinkhorn, 'The Trials of being a Ltensil: Vessel Lse at the Medieval Hamlet of West Cotton, 

Northamptonshirc', M,dJnJ(lJ CtTarnU:5 (forthcoming). 
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I'ha-.e n conic"", hut are l'Ompieleh ab'ioenl from Ph.He ~_ il'i~emblage'\_ I h is would further sugg('~1 Ihill 
d()ml'~lif aUI\ll\ h.ul cea3ed before lhal lim(- IIOWt'\t'f. Ci\lt'nian Ware cups and lygs (drinking "('!I .. ds) du 
OHur .... howing th.u there \\a, ... till aCtint.,. al the sileo rh.\ "CHild sugge"'l therefore that 30llle form uf rHm
dnmt'~n( pmH· .... \'oil' lallllg place, with poUt:r)' mainh ha\lIlg been u~1 for drinking. and food prepar.lllull 
.\lul (omumpliou Idling pl,Mt' t'1~ .... here 

I IIIU 5. ItSS H . I Yl't OUL RRF\;( t !'I'R mISt. tXI'RESSfI)IS A I'~RCF" IIGt Of 1111 
ro I II I'll IS[ISSBIIlI ";E B.ISfI)()' RIIISI II- RD COl , I 

Ph.i'.c-' ) ,II Bowl Jug Ihipping (:UI fl'" Boltlt- Skill~t ( :up hg 11I1ll1 
I)I''Ih 

A N5.7(1 I I.:i~ 0 II II () 0 () :?l 
II W),7(1t () IL30C I) () () 0 II 7 
( 65,jI; 25.6r:f 9.:V;;- II II II 0 II 1:1 
Il :11.6';1 15.8r;( 26.3

r
" :l.:Vt 5.Y; )O.({;. 5.3~( 0 19 

,,}2.(Y; 28.oq H.W II 0 0 0 121;( 2:; 

/iltal :12() I ().H~7 0.579 2 :1 11:-; 

Cotfl/OI!UI' of II/mimiI'd /JOtt,.,) 

fIr /I 

I\\\" 1 F:lO I Contt.'xt ~ 1·11 Full profile 01 lilL (~rt''t f.lhri( \\-ilh hlm\ n "Hrface.. 1.0\\(:1 11111('1 .. mfit( t' 
IIllll·,(aled. Palt of thl'()UIt:1 .. udall: is dad .. gin, plnh'lh" dUl'lO lIlelliucllt (If(ul,llion 01 o""gl'n in tht· \..lln 

U\\~: f::\O 1 Cmll(:,1 ~ 1--11 RIIll and 1)(><1\ 01 J'II. (;It" fatlll( "lIh p.lle hw" n ,udace\ Ollll" \urlan' h;!\ 11).(111 
,noling on the ImH'1 ho(h. 

rig. 12 

B\\"~\: F:\() I (:ont('xt 2{)~H. Full profile of Jar , I l.lT k gn'\ !.Ihm "lIh gl (', hIm, n .. urfau;·\. 1.ll\\l'l OUIl'1 .. II d.1tt· 
... "u()lcd and "«>rC ht.'d. 

1\\\'-1 F301 (:01l1(· ... 122·ti Full profile of .1 hOh'- (;rl'\ lahlll "uh hro" n "ull,,(c ... Soollng on nUll'1 hod, 

'-; \\,1 F33(). Co nt t'xt 22·16. Rim and hod, 01 ,,11 I.i ).;'ht gll.:'\ ,.,hllc with ol,lngl' .. urbu·, !\Io\l 01 t Ill' ,Ia'il i\ 
1I.:',\( h ('(\ out, <llId the: ollte,- .. urfdu· i .. thickh \ooll'C1 

"-,\\"2: F:\:\O. Conlnt 2231 Rim .mel bc)(h HI ho .... 1 Cr(" 1,lbm .... lIh bn)\\11 .. urraces. 

nn 1 F:n~. (:nmL''''1 2111 J ug. Gre~ fabli( .... lIh p.tit' m.lIlgt" \Urld(t" ... \lml of Ihe OUII:' h()(h i .. eO\ e:ll·d \\ IIh 
;t \ ill it"galed pale gn.'('n and, dh,.... glan', with dark ~lll',I\ of (OPPI'I-"P()IILn~ I hele i~ iI .. iugit'" kiln '{ ill 011 Ihl' 
.. iell', and anothe:1 Oil lhe ba .. e. 

I-I/; I" 
1m2· 1-:\':-11 Cont('X,1 21-19. RIm dnd hit .. !.., 'lIlgll· of J dllpping·di .. h. (.Il·, i<lb,-il "nh bill! .. urfau'\ 'hill 
'tdlo .... i .. h.gfl'l·n glMC nn Ihe IIlllt.'r SUd.R(' 

P\\1 F:n:l. COlltl'"\:I 2311 Ctllrl'" Iragml'lII. 1),lIk glt·\ l;lhm "ah pille: lHilngt'-bull ""r1aH· ... 

P\\:? I- :tU. (:(H1lt'XI 2:l1~. RIm dnd halldlt.· Inllll lug. (;1 t·, I,lhll( .... IIh prnkish-cllilllge ""11.1(1'" Patlh of KI L't'll 
gl,l/e 1)(:I"een Ihe h.andle lel'llllnal and 111(' 11111 

P\\:\: F~~5:\. Cont('xt 2229. Rim dnd nL-'Ck 01 lug. (;1(" f.lhm \\lIh while ,utl.lccs. 

(;\\,1 '·A()·I Conlt:xt2 132. U .. Ise and lo"t:1 boch ()/t)g 01 tUp. Ven h;lId n'dclish-pu'I)le f;lblil I ht' "holt
\l· .... ef 1 .. cO\"t'I"('d "ilh a Ihi(k. \('1",· dark 1)10"11 g IM(' 1\-'0 <Ipplil'd pael .. (II il .... hilt.'-linng 11<1\ nn thl' OIl1t'l 
"ill .. l ... IUI .... lIlg 'tcllo .... beneath the Rlale. 
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Fig. II. Manol' Faml . Old Cl'imsbul'y: ~Iedieval pouery. Banbury ware jars 
(BW I and 2). 
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Fig. 12. Manor Farm, Old Grimsbury: Medieval pottery. Banbury ware jar and bowl (BW 3 and 4), Shelly 
coarsewarejar and bowl (SW I and 2), BrilVBoal'stall ware jug (BB I). 



1\1 A .... 0 R F.\ R \.1 . 0 Int. R I \1 .., B L R Y , BAN BuR'" 369 

, 

8 1 )-
----'~ PW2 

,~ I ~ " 

lliCW1 
. , 

o 
I 

scale 1:4 

200mm 
I 

PW3 

Hg. t:t Manor Farm, Old GI'imsbury: Medieval pOItt'I)'. Brill/Boalstall ware dripping dish (B82) , 
PottersplIr,. ware curfew and Jugs (PW 1-3), Ciste rcian ware t)'g or cup (CW I). 

ARCIIITECTURAL STONE FRAGMENTS identified by JULIAN M UNBY 

I hrc."t" pieces of architectural mouldlllg wefe rc<:m:ercd during the eXC3htuon: 

I \ h-agmcnt of cuspcd \\mdo\\ tracery in dall Ironstone. moderatel) weathered. probably of the 14th 01 
15th (Cllwq. 0. 15 x 0.12 m. x 0.10 III WSl. Context 2006.lJ/ ,) 

2. :\ (orner of a classical (3pital. C} rna-recta + hollo\\ In ddrl.. 5a11<htonei?ironSlone, IighlJ} weathered. 
prnbabh the.' \urround 01 a door\'\'3\, 16th· USth (COllin, 0 .22 111. x 0.15 m. x 0.15 m. W52. Context 2006. l hS 

:t IrOI15[Ol1e a..,hlar, trapezoidal in S(."Clion. prob'lbl) from a gable end; moderately weathered, 14th· 17th 
«·lIllIf)'. 0.30 Ill. x 0.25 III x 0.18 m. \\'53, Conlt~ xl 2303. 

fragments 1 and 2 "ere both recovered from Ihe machine ~lnpping of the o\erburden III the Sw. area of the 
p\;.llform. Fragment 3 \-\·as reco\ered from the partially robbed re\;elment waJ1231 I which was muated in the 
dnuble-dit(h boundaq revealed in lhe SW. corner of the platform. 

All three fragments dcady derive from a budding or buildings Offlhc !llle, and perhaps were incorporated 
Lllto a load of rough stone brought OIllO the me for consoHd.uion or construction III the early posl·medie\·al 
period. when the Pha~1 cottage and outbuilding had gone out of use, and the platform was being utilised 
as it working area. The character of the three fragmenlS is consistent with lheir originating in a bUilding · 
pOlosibly ('(desiaslic.dl • of some staLUs, although there is of (()urloC no reason whl' they should all have come 
fnllll the '.lIne building. 
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'III E ME 1'.\1 \ D l,lJ\SS ARI HAC'I S by LEI Gil ALU: 

\ 10(.11 01 ~~,I ub)(''-I~ I)f melal and (me uf glJ"" \\l'I(' Il'to .. en:d fmOl Ihl' eXCd\3ItOn. :\ead\ 75 percent nf Lht-
101.,1 il.!o'K"IlIIII.tgc (IX:l,)h)t.'ll") wmpll\(: .. Iltllls and tUl'!JCdl.lll("(IU .. I!agnlt'nLS. which are not d!S(:usS<.-d fUILlu:r 
in Ihe pn·'>(.'1\1 rl'pon \ rullli"l of lOllll'XI~ frolll ""llI(h the) W('T(: rf'<:oven:d i\ .... ailable in Iht.' archive. nit: 
Il'IIMIIlII1K iI .... l·mhb~t, i .. "111,111 and prt.'dOlllini.lnll} l'0 .. I-nwdu.·vid III d.ut· 

Ihl'll' "'t·rt' nil lind .. n·tOH:lecl from Ph.tst' I or Phil .. t· 2 C'ont(·I(I\. 

Plwv J .. \1/(/-/,/11' J ]Ih ((lIlto) 

I lit· onl\ "hll·t I lrom J Plla .. t.' :S ('(mIt:" \ .. w .. a hml..l"Il 11.lgmt.'n! IIOIll an lIndt.'(·nl-;l lc..'(\ bmkll: plil!l" (SI- I :ll, 
tollll''\l ~() III. It i!. It:'u· ...... l·d Inr the h"lIlt· "lid 11,.., .1 ~IIJ[ fOl Illl' pin. SimiLu exampll'" ll'tC)\c'I"t.'d hom 
t·,t.l\OIlinm lit London d.llt'lnun lhl' IIlId 1·l1h 10 Iht' nll(l Ir,th U:llllHil'~ Ii 

/'!tmfl ' raIl' 111!t-muUllll' 11th fl'1lllH) 

1 hl'll' ;,lIt' I ubjt'Cls hum I'hasel ("(1Il!t',,". I'he ,hank fmlll a fint' ·\t· .... ing plO' wa'\ rcCt)\t,!t'd hom <.:(1111t.·xl 
211·1. \hhough Ihl' t:arlll, .. t cxampll')! 011111'; l~pc of pill "ppt.'ar 111 131h- and I-Ith-tentun lontt.·xLS .I! .,itl·\ 
.. u<h 0\' \\"lIlll11't;Ic.'r .lI1d SmuhamplOll,l'" tht'\ .Ul· nUIIl' ("()lIllllonl\ 'Ccn 111 (unlcxLS datlllJ,t <titer till' Illh 
<. e.·nll/n, .... uh m.lI1\ hundl('cl\ or lhnu\anct.. HUlllllg It nIH 171h- ilild 1 ~th-H'llIun urban c1epo ... it ... 

\ hUlllln (~l J()~) ,md iI hell (Sfl(l() \\('Il' Il·(O\t.'Il'c1 from lUlllt'xl ~()11. I he button is ;t pli.lin !:>hghil) 
dOlIlt·-hcildl'd hlMer bUllon !If post-nu:dll·\.11 d"ll·. I he.' bell is ,I (I.tppt·r bell .... lIh .1 Ikrfor·.alc.'d Ic.·c.wngutll 1.lh 
101 ""~p(:n"l1l1 and Icm'lIm of the 11011 d.tppcr in .. i<i(·. SUnil.1I t-,.llIIpk~ h.\\l' been nxmc.·r(·cllmm .\Idgalc.· 
Ili~h SIU'C.'!. London. eI.ulIIg to the Jatt' 171h lClllllr).C\II.lIld Inlln (;1c.·;.l1 unlOld, Butkingh.umhirc.1n 

I1w l('lIIainIllK obJt'tl IS.I h"gnH:m 110111 Iht: all1l uf ,I hm ... e<;hoc: IIClIII (Onkxt ~121. II , .. In \'CI~ 1)()tH 
lllnclilion bill .Ippear .. to haH' iI lub4l1(' ploflle \\ith IOJ'l'n~{' .. h.lpt-d lUIII11t:'I ... Illl..inKs and it (.IIl..1I1 al Ihe: lip 
Ih.., 1\ pc.' of "lIme. tradition'II" n:ft.'1 l"t'd to '" ·'OI lIIan·. w'" jJrt'dOlllin,lIH Ihroughuul dll' 121h l(:lItUI y 1111111 

it \\ .to, rq)I.IH·d b~ .1 ht:,l\ Il'l I' pc (If .. lux, ,omt:lillll' m tht.' I :hh (('lIlIIn. II 

Plt(l\P 5. "lfUalf' /·IIIt-17Ih rf'1llll1) 

1 h{' 1:\ ()bJl'lI~ 1t'(mt'lt'd 110m Pha'e: .'l (Olllt:xl, Illdude: Pl'I~OIMI itt'lIh, lo(l.. furniture. dUlllnll( Helm '1I1(i 
.. lrlltlUral ir()n .... "'·k. 

';1'121 rrom Wnlc.'xl 20:S~ i, a lal~t· pin hllh i.I .... in· hound Iwad: Ih(''>C 1<111(1:1" t'x;'ll1lplc~ tend IU be cadi,'! 
III <I.uc.,than Iht' !olllall(" finl:l l·xampll'~. "'Flill hOIll tOIlIt',\1 21Kl ... it ~mall <inu!<lr bu(kll' pl()hilbl~ h01ll,1 
... h()l,.I~ TIll'rl· i\ .II,() a 'illglt'liltl: lag (SF 120) frum tollll'XI 20:l2. wnh t'(lge~ Ihal o\l'II.lp alllit·Join. lag .. \\('It.
tOlTlillOn lrom the 151h t('nluIY oll\\,ud .. and \\('1 c.' u'l·d tl) 't'Iun' Ihe e:ncb of lace, .md f"lilil;,lll' t·iI .. ) 

lhll·ading. EX.lIllpll·!:> arc J(lUnd in I.llgt: IIl1mhel''' in Ihl' l.nc.· lIll'dlt·\.11 and pCht- lIIedicval pc.·no(h.H "'~ In:, 
Inlln UUllt·" ~OOi i ... lllh·H'111111\ RUIII.ln (Hin. \\lIh.1 \en 1.11111 ligun-. pos'iihh \,inon, nn Ihe rl'\CI~.11 

I Ill' .. inglt' IIt'lll of lo(l.. hllnilurt.' i .. ,I l..q (S~ Ill:!) hom Wlllt·" ~I~I It I" t'l~l. wilh.1 .. t.lI11pc..-d CIHUiolr 
1)(1\\, 11ll' holt.- " not (t'lIllill. Tht' 'IICI11 i .. 0\011 in ( lO"'''l'( tllm; lhl' bll i .. (111 flOm <I lhi(l !.hec.·t .mel ha .. no 1("{"lh 

.1, (., l gall .1IId F. PI ilch'lld . . \fl'dwj',1i "'1/(/1 hom l..V(l/'fltllll/..1 ", !.mulrm: 1 fht'\\ l(rt'wmPI ( J /5()-( J.l5() 
(II \ISO, I '~III, I )(1-1 I 

1M \1 Iliddlt- .1Ild h. B.lrd.". ·St: .... lIlg pili'" .111<1 .... itt.".1ll \1. Bidellt' ()h]t'rI mId f,w,wmy In \Irrll"-'(II 
U'wd'PIln (I ~J~KJI. 560-71.' IlaT\(·\. I hl' linch r_H.lln~llt'·. in (: Pbu .mel R. (:(Jlt'lll;tn-~llIilh. /-..Vat'(Ut/l1l.\ m 
"'lIIthfllll/JlO1/ J~53·/96~: Ifll. 2.' Ihl' hmfl (1~li~»). 2.H-fi. FiK 24U. 

~'I .\. I hOlllp\On. F CIt·\\ and J. SdlOlieid •. F'\l.n.llion ... 1Il\ldg<lIt, 19~·r . !)o.II-Mr(/inl(ll. lrdllll'ol I ~ 
(I~)~·t). I-11K, Fig. 57. no. 9:1. 

-411 D.L M,l'rnald and R.J Leep"al, F.\·((lTP(ltimll til (;r((/I I.,wfmd J1)74-/9lJO (I\uth ~\rch;ll'nl <)(x MOllO. 
:l, 1!)91). IiI. Fig. ~O, no. 216. 

II J. Clal kt·, .\1rdll'wll Fmdl from f..\'(a1'fl1IOn~ III I "",dm,· s. Ihl' .\lnitnwl Hmv (lml 1/1 f,qm/JIIU'tll 
/ !"O-r.J.lSO(l99!l).9Il. 

1~ 19_IIl.lllel Pritt:haHI. op. cil. nlllt· :n. pp. :'7-1 .. 1 
I S. \1.1I~t.·~1II and 1.11 . (;oodall, \'m~'ldl IfmN'Jwldl IJIt'\lr,J,n'fll (lnd ftJl(-Alpdln'fll fintil frmn .\IlmA'uh 

.'unt'.y FVf/l'fl/lOrll 197/-S (F Anglian \I lh.u.:ol. Rc.'p. ~,H. 1!~J:i).11-1 
H Idclllifil'd In P, BUUlh ,o.\lT 
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\ \Imil.lf It''~ wa~ fuund at Wotbun, Buc.lingh.lm\hire ... .:i and i~ HHnpal-able 10 an example from the late 
ml'dle",,1 period at Culch("\ler,-to 

Pu;,u:s of t .... o \ (.'\'lel\ .... ere recovered: SF I II from umtcxt 21 :\2 I .. ;t flagment from me rim or a fa.,1 \es~1. 
.mel !-,1'157 from COnlext 2260 IS a hean-shaped drop handle pO .. \lbh from (hafmg dish. A ~lIllllal handle .... as 
reem cn:d Imm Southampton and is daled to tlu' Ilith ("(.·ntun ... 7 

InelT arc 1 .... 0 ~imple I)-'ih.'ped iron bUllle!'!. of uulit.man form: SH5i from context 21t:10 and il '>t.'t:ond 
hom e.onlexi 2130. 

T .... o '" hntlt: lang kill' c, .... ere recm.en:d fWIIl l'hJo,(: .'", cnnlt:Xl\: !-,F 155 from context 21 to! I and !-'}Ol U7 from 
wntnt 1007. 111e fil .. t 11<\\ a long triangular hl.1de .... Ith a (entralh plaC"t"d t,lIlg, The ~ond ha' a nlindrical 
hone handle ..... hich i, \lIghll) bulbous and plugged at the bUll end I he blade is IIlcomplete <lnd is broLen 
IU\t •• bO\e the bolster. and tht· tang is set 11110 tht" h;lIldle. Bol ~tel" \HTe an innovauon III hafung probabl) 
introdlllt'd .:!round tht' IIllddle of the 16th (CI11 U I,), rhe X-ra.,. indicate:''' dt'C()!-ation on the bolster. and simil •• r 
dt't"orillt'd examples have been re<:overed from e.·xGl\,uions at N()I .... ilh"1and Creat Linford:"1 

J\oo"U items of strutlllral il'on .... ·ork were Icuwt'rcd: i.t D''ihaped ~ ..... ivt'l ring from context 2007, ilnd a figure-
of~eight 'Ihapc<1 hasp .... ith a looped grip fronl (l)lIle'l 21 K I. 

\ gla ..... linen smOOthl'r \\oil!! recovered fmm umtexl 2180. Linen 'Jmoothen of this 1)I>e ha\'t" bcen in use 
"mct' the Viking pel;()(i in Scandinan'1. and h.ne been reco\cled from S<lX(1Il and medieval (O!Hexts in 
r.ngl,)Ild '.0 I he\ .... crt" U'o,ed to !!moolh the 'Jurfact' of textiles. U) the I bth centuf) ulel had developed a 
H'rmal handle. gi\ing them a mushroom-shalle'. I his example i ... semitlrtular ..... ilh a diameter of (. ~O mill .. 
thcle.· i\ .. (.cntrdl .. G.u where the swlk or pontil ha~ lx:en rcmo\ed Tht'rc i, a tendenq for linen \mooLhers Lo 
III('I(.'"S(' in ,ize through limc /" implying lhatllm rt.'iau\'e1y large example 1\ hkelv 10 be late medlc\al in date. 

P},O\I' 6: 17th rnltu1)-modl'nl 

Icn obj('(ts .... ere rt't:oHTed from I)hase 6 Conlc.'xl .... and the as\Cmblage I~ \Imilar in composition to Ihal of 
I'ha\t·:1 ..... nh pcrwnal. dnmC'Stic and structural ltelm all represcnted . 

\ TU"-t' farthing of Chades I dated 1625-lfH-I \\o,l\ recO\cr("d fmm contexi 2000. 52 ,\ buc:lle (SFl39) 
H.'t.u\C.'led from context 2006 b an ornate example fOlllled from filigree ..... ire l\\o·isled around a <lrcular or 
po,~ibl, D-shaped frallle. Thi'i buckle was 1t'((I\'en:d from a (onlexl th,tt colll:uned 17lh-centuIJ poner). A 
thimblt' (SFI15) frollllOlltext 2029 is c:oustru(;({'d from sheel IIlct;JI.lIld has straight sides: llle ind<:ntalions 
haH' bet.·n applied in a \pinll. beginning i.tt Iht" 0llt'n cud and continuing up o\"cr the CI"()WIl. rhi .. example is 
pllM-medinal in ditle.'.1\ notal (SF I60) wuh il \t'lIIiurwiar perfor.ltt·c\ suspcll'iion tab and the iron I>ellet sliil 
pn'\ent ..... as recoYert'd from context 200 1 I he < rOlal i:, plam apart froUl eight circular pel fora lions. one in 
e.lc:h quadrant of thc sphere. Similar crotals ..... ert" rt'C.ovcrcd flom Creat Linford.S4 

I here .Jre 3 fragments from kni,,·cs or blad('~, SI·II 0 frolll context 2000 and SF 127 frolll context 2029 are 
bOlh fr.lgmenLS fr01ll the wngs of scale Lang kniH'\ ..... ith rivets or ri\ct hole, visible. Scale tang kni\.es wcre not 
Ilitroduced until the I :lt h century.55 SF 128. ill",") flom context 2029. is a \en damaged fragment frum a blade, 

rhe 'tl uHural itemS rt.'(oH:red from thi .. pha.'!tt' 1I1dudt: a strap from •• hinge, a hinge pimt and t .... o .. taples. 

Unpluned 
I hClt' .ue 2 ubJt'(lj, from unpha~ conleXI'i. a pin .md a :,pur. 1 he pin (~f 113) is a ·se .... ing pili' .... lIh a .... Ire 
",,,und head (see above). rhl' spur is in pool c.:nnditiull. hut is a !"O .... e! 'ipur .... lIh D-shaped 5e<liont'd "Idcs that 
CUf\'t" under the wealcr\ 'lIlkle. \t the frunt end unh a small SC(IJon nf nne of the terminals rc:m.lins. Both 

1'1 R . .1 hellS, I) BU'ihy .mel r\, Shepherd. lilllnrlu/t' and IO'\lbll,,'. IiJ'{lln~n1ed !\IedironJ .\tttinlU'nb iii Ahllon 
A.·f)'''1 (Hud:,. Arch'leo!. ~x. Mono. 8. 1995), Fig. 15 I. no. ·H~. 

III , Crumlll). TIl, PQII Roman find,! Jm". Clllcl~\tn J C}71-19H5 «:okhe'itcr Archaeol. Rep. 5. 19HH). 
Fig. H7. no. 3230. 

17 Y lIarve~ . op. CIt. note 3M. Fig. 245. no . ING·t 
III I II Goodall. ' Iron h.1lI\,es·, in ~1argeson and (;oodall, op. cit. nott· ·13. pp, 124-.33. Fig. 96. 
1(' Mil):nilrd and l..ecpvat . op. cit. note 40. p. 185·7. Fig. 92. nos. 280 and 2M2, 
~) G.E, Oakley' •. ' I he Glass', in Williams. o \>. Cli. null' 21, pp. 296-M. 
~I R.J Charlestnn, ·Slid; .. Stones (Linen Smoolhcn)" in Biddle. op. (Il. note 38. pp. 240-2. 
',1 I alll gratelulLO Mr, \i May he .... of the tuhmolean ~lusculll for thi~ identification . 
• :\ L.r lIolmes. ·!-,t ...... ing Thimbles' (Finds Researl.h Grp. iOO-170(). Dat~heet9. 1988). 

'1,1 \tal nard and Z('ep\<lI, op. cit. nOleJO. PI'. 170-1. Fig. 80. no~, 211·14 
!os \t.Jrgeson and Goodall. op. Cit. note ·13. pp. ~:~H-9. 
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Iht· "IIClc .... mcl Illl' nt·(1.. taper frullI Ihc: tJlICI..t:'''It POint al their Junnion. from "'here tllC' ned. proJ(',,(1 "IIiKhtl, 
dm\ n\\.11 d"l_ I ht' lOWe! hox \\ nh D."Ihapt·d seuiol\ "Iidt·"1 dl\ idt, l1lost of the IIt'(l.. \'en lillIe remaim (If tht· 
'1M TO\\l'L I Ill' h,l .. e of a "lingle pOint being all that i~ \I .. ihl(" on Ihe X-ra" rhi .. example i .. probabh f)f mid 
Ulh- 1O nlld 14lh-tenlun dalc. Il h 'Illulal 10 an C'xalllplt- hum Gleat LlIlfold,~/) 

.\""~I.\l. BO'<L I" BD 11\' ( II.\RLES 

/lItrfHiuf/u/II 

\ IOtal o17-1/j h.l~mt'lll\ of bone \\t'n: 1t.'(u\t'It'd hom lIlt' "lit', of \\111(h 693 ht:lt' «:oll(-'((cd h, hanel \ lurtht'l 
~d hag-lIIl'IlI" \\l'I(' ruricn'd kom "l'H·d ('Il\IIC1l1nll·IU.1I ... 1I11plc\, although mo .. 1 were unrli;lgllf)\ll( 
Rl'u)rdlllK uflll(.' hom' fC}lhml'd ,till1<!.\lc! o.\l pr.Kliu· dt'lall, (If hhich ,In' IIlthulecl in lile <lHhin', alollg 
\\ Ilh l<lblll.II('(1 e)<.'I;lII\ of I iI(' as\(>lnhl,I).{t' 

CU1Ublum 0/ /Jam' 

I hl' condlliun "llht' IXlIle hil.' me.l~ul<,'d In Klading it hHUI 110;) u\lng Ih(' (lllt'II.I.,llpulate:d b) 1_\m.III, ., 
KIO,dc I IX'11l1( Iht: bl'\1 p't'M:r\t:d b()lIt' .1I1e1 glildl':1 IIlciltOlUl11( Ih.1I tht' bOlle had ~lIflere:eI \lIeh <;trutlur.II.lIld 
.l1l1l1ioll<ll d,llIlilKl' " ... IU make 11 ume:t-oglll\<lhle. nle: Ill.lJOIII\ 01 bone: ha.:. bel .... l·l·!l .. tagt: 2 and 3 

\tan) or Ihe bonl'':' from allihe ph ..... c..·\ h.ul gll;)'\ d.lma).{l' •• lTlloullIing 10 1 :~fif 01 bOlh Iht' hilllCl-tollnll't! 
.1Ild "lewd l11alt'II..I1 It i .. possibll' Ihal tillS 111 • .1\ haH' .tflt'lll'd Iltt' 'l'(urdlllg of \Ollll' of Iht' but(hl'I' 111.111.. .. 
• tiong hith .. igm nlminor pathologiG-a1 di<lngl's_ Onh ~'f ulillt' \\hol(' ;i,:,sl'lllhlag(' h.ld been burnt alld 1H1Ilt' 

ollhi\ h.t... (Ollu:llll.ucd in am Clllt' ,lrl',l 01 pha~. 
ju .. , undt'r :!:V,l (lIthe IOlal as .. t'lIlhlagt' had bllttht.'l\ 111.111.. .. I hl' maJuril\ ell the tllt maTl, hell' 'elUIU) 011 

the IOllg bclll('\ II"Ct:llls appareilithill ;tlllht: bOI1(- \\.1\ IK'lIlg c.hoppt:d up to 1t'lriCH!' Ihe mt'dt and 111.1111)" 

Sl..ull fr.agm<'·IlI\ rrom all majn dOIll('<;lit "pl·tle .. \H'H' ,1 1'>(1 fnulld, po~,ib" IIld)(dllllg Ihal .:.I..ull IIl('ill \\ ..... 
UlI1\umt'd 

S/Jecie.\ Ue/Ht'\t'fltal/(J1/ (blble 6) 

1\1\1.1 6. IOr\! Ql\' liliES 01 ""I) (OLlie I En I\O"F III PII.-\SF 

PII<\\(' LallI<.- Sheep Pig 1100,e Dog- Bml Frog L nidenllfi('cl 

~ :1 :1 0 0 0 0 0 II 
:1 II 9 0 0 I 0 0 6; 

2() :II Ii I " 0 M9 
5 ~~2 5; 10 !; ~ I 15·1 
I; 2:) -19 II 0 I II 9:1 

lotal ~II 149 .). •• > Ii :I 411 

C(llll~ rhl' e)llphnt: •• 1 'u.:.iull of it. ,mall IlUmbc:1 of (.lltll· ('I('lI1l'Il'" hum Phot"oe" 1.5 and 6 1I1(1i(<1t(,,, Ih.1I lht, 
maJolH~ 01 the .lIlimab wen' matUll' , It 1\ pmhabl(' thdllht· I..mlt- h(,ll'lhndole bt'lIlg kl'pllU an uldl'l ,Igt· 
pO~'Jb" lUI 11\1.' 111 tranion or fur dail' IHII post'" 

Shl't'p. b id<"llu' Imlll the m.""dible \\('al <ii(iI~l'\ ,111(1 t'plph~ ~l,;t1 fU"IOIl LIldi{alt'\ Ihal Iht' "IlwC'p rrom all ph;t\I." 
wen.' lx'ing l..t'pllO malure and old ag<.·_ II I .. likeh Ih,1I IIl1lk ,111(1 \\-(K)I would ha\'t:' bt'l'n Ilw majm plOc!Ull<; of 
Ihe \hecp IIU,biUldl) throll~h all pll.t .. e,. J"o ('lel11elll\ of \hn'l) \)(IIlt' from Phas<' I \\ crt tlllnpk'l(, c.'notlgll II' 
me;I'tIIt', .lIld <lIt' ciimemionalh !"pit.1I ol .. I11.1l1el ullilllpIO\('(\ h'·el·d!.. 

P'ff<o, I ht' Ie .... (IJ"KI1U'i(l< c1cl1l(,IlI" from I'hil\c<; :t I .mel :, IIldK,ue: thi.H the pig~ WCll' IX:lIlg killt'd bl'lotl' 
n:a<.hing 2 )(.',11" (If age 

r~ B \I \, 1-11i~. 'Spun, III \ta\nard <lnd /t·cp,al. up. CII, noll' 10. pp. li2·MI. Fig. H5. nn. 2j4 
R I l.,mOln. '\-ertcbralC' IaphollOlm lC.unbndg«: \fallu.lI .. III \rdut·ol. ImKl), 
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/lflron. JI()r~ bont·., "'(.'Il' found in Phase!) 1 and 5. ''''0 (If the fraKlI1t'Ill!o from Phase 5 had a bUlchen lhop 
mOirL ,md a further t .... o of file'" clementi h.td tooth mad .... nn th(:" ~h.th~ 

\fL\t,lIlwnllJ"l . .-\ '\GItter of dog bones .,mel undiagnfl~lI( bud bone fr.tgmenti v.erc ren)\cred Four 1. .. lcment ... 
from dug .... ere found in the 35semblage in Phil.!Jt'~ :l, :i and 6. 

/)1\( 1l\\;fUl 

!lle II1dJ()nt~ of tht: iw;emblage dPPC.tr'" to be ..... I~tl· {rum nud- to IU"'-'itatu!o dOlllc!ou( a<:tiviH. although Ihe 
lillliu.'d .,ile of the retO\en."<I a,semblage qualifit·'i .In\ (onc III\ion~ that (.Ill be drd\\, n 

GCllerall). Gutlt: .md !oht.'ep ..... ere dominant through .111 phaSt'~, v.nh pig and hor ... e only baollung c\ldent 
during tht' mOlt.' O1((I\C period, of the site. Ilo\\c\cr, thefe is <I "'ignilici.llH rise in the number of~hcep bones 
in l'h01'lc,,'" to 6, whKh In,'' reflect Ihe il1(Teasl!' III "lweI' hllming III Britain from the 13th centul).·'ili I hi", b 
'iuppm t('d b) the apparent matu .. it) of the !:Iheep;'lI deilth. 'iuggcsung th,lI the, \\crc kepi primal if) for tht'il 
loecondalli lISC~ (wool .lIld pos!oibh milk), The pig~ would ha'e \K'l'n killed \Oung Slllct' il was less cwnQmi(.al 
to kecp the anim.lls O\er the age of twO ,ears due to eXI>cme and tht· lack of compeu\3tioll in the .... i!" uf 
"t."("()Ildan pnxlu(u. 

It .!ppears thai .1 large proportion of each car(";.1"''' \\,IS hemg u~d. lIH..luding the .,kull. a!:l wt'il .IS the 
bn:aklllK up of the bone for the marro .... I his and tht: I.lfk of \'al"i('t~ LII th(' meat pt)lI1ll> 10 the concimion that 
II was a lo .... -sti.IIU" .,ill', 

' 11iF \IEDIf:\'AL CHARRED PLANT REMAI\lS b, RLTII pELLlNG 

IntroductIOn 
\ Illlal 0121 !)()il '1.lInpll's .... ere tal..en fmlll medie\al po .. t-rm·c1 ie,.al dt·p0.,lIs for Ihe extfa(tioll and eX<lIl1Il1i1uon 

oflh.IIH.'d planl ICIIl;lIllS. Samples .... ne proces .. cd b) bulk .... alt·r nutation and collected onto a 500~ lllc,.,h 
1 hc \olume of dqx)SIt plocessed for each sam pit: t.lIlKcd (rom 1010 ·10 litres. LI(.h "dmple submitted ..... <lS 
'o<allll('<1 under it mic.ro\Cope to as~!'>lo Ihe quantlt ... and qualm of pla11l r('maills presellt. The majollt, flf 11m!'> 
pmduu!d \en 10 .... numbers ofpoorh presened charted \('('ds. \\ith nu llIore than 10 itelllS per samplc.1 he 
items plesem indudecl flee-thre'lhing [n/twm sp. (v. he.lI) grains.1Ildcl(·rminilte cereal .. imd occasional .... ccds. 
I"IIl' lIIal~liill rt'{mer<'cI ..... as like!) to represent t)Pk'll h.l(kgroutl<i \(.lIIer .. throughout the sileo and tht:'se 
\ .. ullpk·<; wert:' not lonsl<i('red for lurthel allah-sis. 

Five ~alllpies did ("()Ill.Utl more useful quanlitit'!:I of relllilim ilnd W('re <lnah .. ecl IUI·lher. Sample .. I ,1I1e1 7 
..... l · I(.· deli\'cd from.U1 II 12Ih-centUl") gull)' fill (coillext 2028). Samplc's 2 and 6 were del'i\"ed from.1 lat(· 
I :llh -(('nlun pil fill 2022. Sample ;) ..... a<; deri\'t~d froUl a I<lte 13Ih-<.t.·lltu .. } plllUgh soil (comext 207:~) pres<."l"\ed 
under.1 building pJ.llform. 

S.llIlples were 'ioned under a binocular micm-.<:opc.' ill xlO to ,20 magnificnjono . \11) identlfiahle .md 
qll<lllliliable plant remains were ext .. a(tt.·d. Identificatinns ..... t·re bilS('cI on Illorphological characterislic<; .md by. 
comp'lIisoll ..... lIh mCKlcrn reference matCI"ial <II the Ox/ord lilllH'IMtv Museum. hlxanomic ordc'r ,mel 
l1olllt'll(laturl' follow" CI.lpham, rutin anel ~f oorc.'·'1 

IIr.\I(/h (Iablo 7) 

Illt.' maIOl'i" of plant remains "l'c(J\"cr('(1 ..... el·e ch.trred. On.l.siunal lIlH.harred ')(:cds .... CI·C re<OI<1lod .1'1 
fO'i'lili~d (shown III !)I<1lkets), being of the clM"allt'r of driccI w<ltcdogged or Illlller.t1iscd remaills Ill(" 
(hant'd remains \\t:'IC generall) in a poor Slal(' of prt'<;e niltiol1 .. ho .... ing high dcgrees oL.tbrasion, .... ith '.ollle 
dl~lOlIion. nit: "bla'lion is chara((cri~lk of material V.llllh hilS '1uiTc· ... l'd post-depoSItional damage, \u(h a\ 
could o<:cur III mixed redeposited material. It i, tiu-rdui(' assumed IIIi1I the .. emallls ale nOl preSt'nt Ln Ih(Oil 
primal) depoMl'. '111(' (Ollcentrdlion of remains r,IIIKcd frum 2.:Ui to 27.5 items per lure. 

Cereal grain represcnlS the biggest categor} of It' ln"IIII". Whedt C1nllnl1l1 ,p.) .... as Ihe dominant tc .. cal .... ith 
barle)' (llordrom 1'"igarf) present and \'cr) occasional g"lolin of 0'lt5 (. h'l"na !:Ip.) and rye (Strait ureoit·), Wht.'i.ll 
Wil<; idelllilicd ib fn'e-thl eshing where pi escl''''aLiOll Wil~ sullicien!. Well preserved wheal chafT Will. not 111'(,''1('" l1t 
~(l II was not pO!)loiblc.> to establish If hexaploid bread type wheat (Trlllf"fl1l1 at.~tl1'lIrn type) or tetraploid rivet 
.... heilt (T tUTgJdum) ",as repl'esemed. both of \\"hi(h \\,C'I t' available b} the II 12th centun. Chaff .... <lS gemo .. ,al,.,. 
~("arn' in rd"llion lo gritin, as IS often the case III rl1l;,d l('\al depo!'>its, dnd ma, mcrch renee! diffcl(Ontial 
PIC'Scl\'iltlon 

',M J. \1 Oa, i~ . Til" frcluuoJQgy oj Ammai\ (1987). 
5'1 .\R Oaphalll, TG. Tutin ilnd 0.\1. \Iourt'. flora oj th, 8n/uh /Il'1 (19S9)o 
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1.\IlLf 7 IIIE ~IHlIF\AL (1I.\RRf IlI'IN'" Rf.MAI S 

Sample 2 5 6 7 
Coruext 2028 2022 2073 2022 2028 
Volume (htres) 1m (()' 4() 10 (() 

Dille (( 12th 11:lIh 1.1 :lIh L131h (( 12lh 

Grain 
1h11(1I111 "'p wheat 

frce.thrc~hlllg gl alll II 21 1'1 26 :~2 

FnlttllllJ "1' "heal grain (( 8 15 2-1 :1:1 
Tnllfflmi."'II'ml, (t"Ym/1' \\ heal/ne gram I I :1 
Ilo,-d,wl/ t'lt/Kurt' barley grain 2 2 5 
A"flUi "1' oatS gr.:,in 2 2 2 7 9 
d. ,\('mll' (flt'filp I)C grain I 
(:(·rc,th .. IIlci(,t gl-ain :11 15 10 65 7·1 
ChaIT 
Tn/Ulan "p. Wheal 

free·lIlfC.,hlng radll., :1 3 
Sl'wl, (rrmll' ne, rachi., 
,"'UIl/1' (rrraid 
l/ordl'lIm I'ulgnrf nclbarle) rad11., 
·h·t'1Ill ... p. oats, awn fragmt:nt 
(:nt.',III.1 indct la(hi3 imcrnode :1 :1 
eel cail.) mdel baSdi ra<.his nodcOj 2 
Cerealiit indc( cllim node 2 
I 'jntl Pm"" !tp. cultivated \"cl( h 5 3 10 

hean/pea 
Cor:.-I/I \ (wf'lfmw hazel IHII ... lll'lI 

fr,lgmelll" 
Weeds/WUd 
Br(l.\,H((l!SI1UIPi.1 "p. hrassica. mU"l.1I d eU. 2 :1 
d. CIII(.iic.:rcae 'iced capsul<.· I 
(:<11 }'ophyl laccac 3 2 
Chnropodrum album fat hen 2 2 5 
ehl'Ilopodmm ~p. 
Alnplrx "Ip. ordche 7 2 7 
(;henopcxtld(Cae 3 2 (( 

.\I(mlw jcmltma sub\p. blinks I 
Clmnu/O\/Jfnllll 
,\lnbwgo/lnfobum sp. mcdickkIO\,t:1 
1'l('1(t,l.fltli),nn ~p. \"('lchtarc ·1 :> 6 10 
Lcguminmeae legume. "Imdll \t'eded Ii :1 
.oJ/Jllllnl'\ nn.>nW5 parsley·piert (2) 
(;allllm a/Hlmu goosegra .. s :1 2 :1 
P/mllnKo /nll(fOlalll:mnbn planlain I 
PI011lngo major plantain 
l'rll(u d/OI((I slinging! 

common ncttlt' (X) 
Rwnn \p. docks 3 5 5 
p()l:w~olltlm nt'll'ulare knotgrass 
Fallo/)ln (mwoi1'fJho black bindweed 
Pol),R'oll;t(eac I :1 5 7 
Odollillf'\ l'frtla red barslia 8 I 5 5 
Anlhnlw (ollila 'tlinking Illil\-wccd 15 2:~ (( 13 2·1 
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Tnpli!urosptnnllm 
motiflnlm 

lArtiUW, CrnlUm sp. 
Compositac 
Cartx 51" 
£ltodulri~ palw/ris 

j U'IClU'ip. 

Gramillcae 
Gramineae 
lnclet 

scentless ma\"weed 

thistle 
indet seed 
sedge 
common spike rush 
rush 
small seeded 
large seeded 

figures represent towl num ber of cha l reel items. 

( ) u ncharred fossilized ~cd.!i 

I 
8 

4 

I 
9 
I 

10 
8 

5 
I 
5 

2 

3 

3 
II 
8 

Occasional large legumes represcm it further cultintcd crop. Agcllll the remallls were badly damaged 
through abrasio n, lacking both testa <tnd lilia, Identification to species was not thel'cfore possible. and remains 
are recorded as J'icia, p,.mm sp. (cuhi\"au::d ... etch/beanJpea). 

All samples anal)'sed produced moderately sized .... eed 3'1semblages. The weeds repre">ellled are generdlh 
aU common arable or rudcra l species stich as Chnwpndwm album (fat hen). Atnpkx sp. (orache). Go/111m apam" 
(goo"eglllss). Planlago lI"dudmluoiata and Plantago '''''Jor (plamai n). Rumt'x sp. (dock.s). Odan/ius tl(nW (red 
barstia),AlIlhnnls colllia (sLmking oldlwced) and 7hplfltrOlprmm1lt modonan (scentless IlM'· .... eed). There is some 
indication of the CUill v;uio li of hea\ ier, damp soi ls. 1I11/hl'IIIU {olllia lends to favour heavy clay soils in lhe 
Ox.fordshire region. Eil'OCMns paJlL5tro requires at least seasona l flood ing. while many species of jU'lClo sp. a nd 
Carn .. ~p. arc char'acterisllC of damp or marshy ground .. ·nlese species lIlay suggest the cultivation of the wetler 
pan of fields extending onto the flood plain. The legu1ll1l1ous .... ecds. IkialJ..ath:'Jru$ 'ip. (\"clchJt.are) and 
MrdlragolTnfolm1n sp. (medlck/clover). arc characteristic nf grassland . but also lcnd to be associated .... ith 
( tllth·a lt.'d legumes (peas, ,etches t! tc .. ). 

D 1.5ClI..5.Hon 

The Manor Fal'lll assemblages are gene rail) <..haractcrislic 01 I'edeposited mixed cereal and cereal processing 
debris. The specie~ represented are a ll t~pic;.d of the medieval period. Siuuiar deposits .... ere recm;en~d during 
earl ier excavations at Old Grimsbury.fiO .... here the ~"1me range of cereals .... as represented. with free~threshing 
wheat the major species. although oals wcre much more ~ ignificalll . rhe wceds show'cd a si milar range of 
common dl1lblc/ruderal species. 

DISC SSION 

Prt"mlonc 

Beyond establishing that there was a Neolith ic presence on the site, lhe evidence of the two 
small pits identified under lhe platform material can lead to little more meaningful 
consideration beyond that by Bar lay (see abO\e). 

Phast' 2, lht tarlit.~l me(lIetlalo((upalwn (Fig. 4) 

From the ceramic evidence. it appears that occupation of the site was established in the mid 
12th century (see Blinkhorn , above), a fact which might reflect the elwironmental character 
of the site, suggesting that the relatively low-I)i ng, hea\'y ground, susceptible to seasonal 
flooding, would not be obviously attractive for settlement.. The development of me site may 

ti(J M. Robinson, 'Carbonised Plant Renli:lins', in [C. Allen, op. cit. note 8. pp .. 38·9. 
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perhaps be seen in the context of the general expanhlOll of agl-iculture onto marginal land 
lhal was such it feature of thl~ period and of the ensuing century. fhis could have been 
,)limulated b) de\e1opment of the manor. although, as was pointed out earlter, it is not 
known for eel lain that the eXCiw<.ltion site was pan of the manorial estate. 

While no ddilliLi\'e Phase 2 ~tructur<ll evidence wa~ recovered from the excavated areas, 
the presence of ~U1 alignment of boundan ditches and pos')ible trackway gullies, in addition 
to the 'Kaller of po~tholes, d('i.lrI" points towards occupation close by, with a ~ystematic 
division ofland use unden\ a,. The three substantial ,,,CSH.'aM ditches (2270, 2230, and 2279; 
"(,l' Fig. -4) nmld be ,t,.'en as SU(((:"'1I"C definilJons of the "iame boundan'. with the u'ntral ditch 
(22:~O) being <:ontc.'rnporaq wilh the parallel north-south gullies. It is notahk thal the 
boundar-) ditdlc.'s are. broadly speaking, either par~ll1el or at right-angles to the present 
Manor Rmld, suggesting that this road is of some allliquitr. The fact that the few medieval 
ditfhes revealed in the 1985 excavation ale broad I) similar in orientation melr not be 
(oincidence and (ould suggest an organi~('d pattern ofland division, perhaps cenl! cd on the 
manor. with the Manor Farm ~ite and its surrounding boundaries as an element \\ ithin it. 

'-he ceramic dating from these Phase 2 features is predominantly mid-Iatc 12th (emUI)", 

but the r('-(,lIt nonhern c1it<:h contained I~hh -centllry pOlU"' r}. which b signirkant, because 
the line and po~ition of the ditch efTcCli\l'I~ defines the nonh edge ofthe Phase "I platform. 

Phmf 3, llie bffak nj O((llpaLJon lu,ttl'('r1J Pilfl.li',\ 201/dl 

I-he apparent intl'lTuption in the o('cupation of the ~Ite 111 Phase 3, the micLlatc I :i th CCI11Ur}. 
is sllpported by the presen(e of the It'iin cultivation soil ~ealing the Phase 2 features. 
"oubsequenth overlain b) the Pha'le ·1 plat()r1R Ilo\\l'\'er. the apparent slinival of the 
boundar", denOied b) ditch 2279 and its re-cut. and the e\ ide nee of the southern limit of the 
plough headlands. ,eem to IIldicalC that al1\ interruption may ha\'e been 'cn shon-li\"ed, 
and concei,"ably mit} ha,"e been only as long' as it took to (onstruct the platform. 

A possible scenario is that the original 12th-celHlII")"' sculcmem wa", abandonc.'d due to 

conditions blought about bv the changing dimate: the ~ile became o\'crgrm\ n. and was 
pos~ibl", culli\';.ucd for a short period. whereupon the plati()111l was constructed and the area 
Ie-occupied. There was no clear (:'ndell(e III the inten ~lllilr lhe extension to the ~oUlh of the 
ridge and fUITo\\ e\en assuming th~ll it wa3 still under fuh"'auon at thIS time. and not 
all-cad) given O\'CI to paslllre. 

it seems likely Ihat the pl~1tf(Hm was constlucted to pro\'ide a drier base fOi building and 
working. It is aCfepted lhatthc lowland dim<1Le changed from "1 dry weather Op1l1llUm in the 
11th and 12th fenturies to much colder and wetter conditions b,,' the l..Jth centun.hl Thus 
the..' platform <lnd il~ stony com paned yard surface can be seen as a neccssar} IT~ponse to a 
deteriorating climaLe, which would have had a marked tfkcl on such poorly dlained land. 

Con.;;ideration l11u.;;l be given to the archaeological evidence from the exca\'i.llion in 
Icl'llion to the topography of thc platform and the nei.llb) earthworks. I he OI-iginal SUf\,ey 
olthe area. priOl l() the 199:~ e\aluation. appeared to sho\\ a hollow-,\ay rUlllllng along the 
nonh side of the platform. branching north into the ridge and furro\\, and .;;outh to ~1anor 
Road (see Fig. 2). In the eve III the eXfa\'ation re\'ealed the hollow-way along the north side 
of the platform to he a \"ery .;;haIlO\\ and indistinct linear feature, which may be merel~ lhe 
effect of the eclge of the platfOlI11 abutting .he headlands of .he plough ridges. ·1 he apparent 
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hoIlO\\-\\a, leading to ;\Ianor Road I. lOpographicalh much more convincing. exaggerating 
tht· apparent height of the platform. I-he ",illliial alignment of this feature and the parallel 
gullies of Phase 2 could suggest that it predate ... the Pha",e -1 pladorm. 

rhe requirement for a :,econd building (2011) appeared to hale caused are-arrangement 
of the lint' of the eastern cdge of the platform (see Fig. j). The boundan ditch had to be 
tWISled to the nonh-east 10 allow room for the second building, \\ hile still passing on the wc!<tt 
\iide of the \\ell. I his stlggC!)iS Lhat the \\idth of the plot fronting onto the road to the south 
was fixed rhe separation of the \\ell from the platform was presumably related to the 
aui\lties on the platform. 

Plzrul' I, LizI' rl'OcflIJxlII01l of Ih" \11" (Fig. 5) 

In the laLc 13th dnd carl) mid 14th centuries the sit{' was oHupled b) a sub-rect~lIlgulal 
platform. bounded to the sOUlh by a road (Iatcr Manol Road). A track 01 hollow-way led 
from the road past the ea!)tern side of the platform and around the north side of tht.' 
platform to a probable byre. The southern pan of the platform was occupied by a twO
roomed cottage. A nortlHiouth w ... lll defined the eastern side of the platform yard and 
~eparated both buildings rrom a SLOne well to the ea~l. 

rhe potte!,) and small finds from the !)ite do not suggest a high status occupation. 
comprising L) picaJ domestic wares and occasional functional small finds. E\idence dc)t;s not 
poim 10 intense 3Cli\"ity t~lking place on the platlorm, either of an agricultural 01 industrial 
nature. only a typical bad.ground \GlIItT of nop proccs"mg waste. 

TIlt 1~llIldHlg~ 

/JIII/dwg 2267 (fig. 7) 

I'he e..-idence appears to represent (I two-cell renangl llal building. with remains of hearths 
in both rooms and a possible doorway and threshold represenfed by the post setting (2141) 
and cobbled area (2:170) "ithin and againsl the north wall of the eastern cell. 

rhe layout and ~iLe of the building o,uggeM an Offtlpam of modest status. more than a 
labourer's cott~lgc. but less than a farm. A local example of ~imilar dimensions was found in 
Fringford. near Bicester, Oxon in 1997. A two-cell dwelling of similar dimensions, although 
prob~lbl) With walls completeh constructed of stone, was exca\Oatecl in 1997.ti :.' I n that case the 
evidence pointed to its possible occupillion by a hlrrier. 

The footings of building 2267 wcre lInmortared and lightly founded, and arguably tOO 
insubstantial to represent the rootinK~ of \\alls [onstruCled completely of SlOne. rhi~ ("ould 
suggest that the superstructure , ... as timbeT fnlTllCd \\lth wattlc and daub infill, thc stone 
footings scning tiS plinths for "woden sills. Ilowe\er, ~1Il alternati,c. thM the walls of the 
building were of cob, set on stone dwarf walls, cannot be ruled out. Such material is 
nOLOI'iollo,l) difTiclilt to detect archaeologicall)'. becall~(,' although 1l does not disappear with 
decay. itS timber does, it collapses ~lTld is dispersed, becoming indistinguishable rrom 
ordinary la)crs. In this inslance it could be argued, therefore, that the greater dcpth and 
visibilit) of the pladoT'm material in the vicinit) of the building is due to it consisting ilt IC;:ISl 

r.:? PW BllIlkhOln. C Bloor .lnd D. "nHlllldSOIl. fo_"Vfltlfllwn( fli rhl' PaddMit. Rtctory l..am', Fmljifm(/ 1997 
(O\L 0("(.1\_ Paper fl. ~WOO). 
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partl) of the dccared fabric of the walls. Cob \Va~ a (heap and, in some "treas. readily 
obtainable material. Local examples of cob ,\alled buildings ha\'e been found at Wallingford . 
Chalgro\C!' <Inc! in the 13th-centur) .,uburb of Sl. Thoma,\ in Oxford.li!! 

IIIl/MIIII( 211tt (Figs. 9 allri 14) 

Ihe form of this building. as indicated b) the ,uni\'ing e\lden('e. suggesLS a di.,tlllct design 
f()f a "'pcnli( fUIlC'lioll. As \\ith building 2267. the \ton(~ footings would probabl) hil\-C 

'iupponed wall, of limber-framed or ('ob (on'trunion. J he g"clpS between cadt end ofbolh 
"de walls and each cnd wall wcre presumably for ac:c<::s'i. (he complete absence of intc'rnal 
on."upation deposits poinLS to a utilitarian rUIlC'lion for the building. \Vhile no dear cviclenn' 
\\~l"i (wnd of a north-south partition wall, the large pit 2069 .,eemed to di\'ide the intcliot 
space into two. The pit may originally ha\'e been a st'lLing f()r d trough at whic-h animal"i 
could feed Irolll both sides. The adjacent pit 20M2 could have sen-ed a similar fUliction. Ihus 
the structure as a whole could ha\'e provided basic ~hl'ht:l for a few large animals. pcrilaPS 
oxen or e\'en horses. \\ hile allowing easy acce',. 

Comparable contemporary examples of animal shdters, byres or stables, ale extrell1eh 
rare. Such buildings by their nature would often be insuhstantial. and. with the abselut' of 
attull1ulations of occupation debri\ in and around them, would be less likely to leaH' 
f1lfhaeologicaltraces of their Mructure than hOll,es. In addition the design of sllch building\ 
would arguably be Illllch more likely to be idios\ncralitalh functional, rene(ting indi\ldual 
I'l'quiremcnl.s rather than conf()rming to a I) po logical pallern . 

Occasional documentary references to sll(h speCialised building' ha\'e been found, but 
lIsuall) in rehltion to buildings forming pall oLI grange 01 l11al101 complex.h4 Fig. 14 shcm'i 
i.t possible stnlCtural iJ1lerpretation of the building. 

Lalf' Jfll'd'l'lI(ll (lnd poM-mt'(lteva[ df'velo/mwnl 

B) the I;lt(' l-tth or earh 15th fenlUI') (Phcl"ot, 5) the \cenario had changed. I he abrupt 
disappearance of potleq associated \\!th eilling and food preparation. and the 
predominann:: of drinking vessels. suggests that although the platform and ils buildings mil' 
still have be('n used as a continuing pillt of the agrindlural operation, the buildlllgs 
themsch'cs werc not li\'ed in . and it is possible the COLLage ma} alrea(h have been 
demolished. \\'helher the agricultunal a(ti\'ity around the platform slill involved (ulti\ation 
of the ridge and furrow to lhe north of the platform. 01 whether the area had by now becn 
turned o\(.'r to pasture. is debatabll.'. The innt'a~e in the predominance of sheep bones over 
those of cattle and to some extent pig. reflects the trends in economic anh'ity in lowland 
England in the late medieval period , with tht., t.·'pan\ion of sheep hlrming and the rcduc:tlon 
of arable hu~bandry. 

('here i" \ome documentary evidcno: lor the land around Grimsbul') i.lT1d nearb, 
Nethercote befoming a focal point fin "iheep hlrming in the latc medieval pcriod ; flock .s of 
up to (00 sheep are recorded, as htndholding, wcre agglomerated bv inciosUlcs. Ihe 15:\(i 
\u of Henn \ ' 1 I I was one of many altempllllg 10 impost' Sli.11tllory restrictions on incio\uH.', 

1i,1 R. Can. ' Wallingford Listie' (e nA (,roup 9 t\(· .... ,L III, Im:l), 1M; 'hcavallo!1S at '''hrrlillg\ Ficld. 
Chalgrovc' (o'\L, forthcoming); A. Hard) , '-\Ilh<lcnlogil<l l Exc<I.\'illiom i.H 5 1-:)5 'il rhoma~'" SIIl'('I, 
Oxford'. ()xmunma, I" (1996), 225-13. 

t>4 H .FJ 1.(: 1).lIourel. 'Rural BuildlllK 111 .England and Wak.,', III E, \fillci (cd.). TM Agrnrum fll.~t(}r") 0/ 
FnKitmd anli liilif'\ III J JUJ-I5{)(J (19911. MX:\-I . 
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.. 1I1e1 an car" c..a..,c invoh·cd lhe:.: rC\titUliol1 or .,omc arable land III Grimsbur) which had been 
de..,libl'l.t1l'1) dqmplilated and giH'n over LO paMureland.h ' 

I he ..,oluhnn botlndary LO the platrorm ~Ippears 10 have ..,lIrvi\·ed into the late medit.'\al 
perioel. , .. ilh Iht.' I.uesl dit<h il1forporaling a re\etmenl wall. The remnant of the wall 
(om.lint'd a nUllIbcl of heanl," burm IrOI1O;;;lOne hl(x\...~. This \ ... ·all ("(mid haH' heen 
(OJ1..,uuucd Jhe..'l thl." house Wii' demoli~ht.'(1. and thercfore Ihese stones could deri\(' frol11 
Illl' hotl..,l' ... lnl( lure and sUKge ... 1 that it (·ould ha\t.' been dc,· ... tnned b\ fire Ilm\e,"cr. in \uch 
(II"( 1I111''1lanft.· ... more e\·idcncc ora fire lIlight haH' becn expcuecl in and around the builcllng 
foolj>llIll. cHhel III the form 01 a..,h depo ... ih OJ olher bUlllt ... LOne 

1-\) the laiC 15th or earh 161h cemur) lilt' building ... had been dl."moli ... hcd. the u ... ilblc..' 
Ill<llerial\ ..,ah·agt.'d, and the \\ell infillcd. SiJ.{nilic"amly, the fCl("ul) of aui\·jt) ... hilted ea ... t"arcl .... 
in Ih(" posHnedie\al period, a rcflcflion ol"the construction bOlh of the tOll ages imnH."clwu .. 'i) 
10 Ihe ea .... t of till" ... itc, and tht· t'Xlillll ~t1l101 Fallll iLl.elf, further on. It should he..' nOled, 
hm\"t.'\er. that the nidence docs not support the Idea of thl' 17th-ccntlln \ Ianor Farm bt'lIlg 
.. I dllctt repl~l(l'rnt.'11l for the oHlIpied bUIlding .... on the platform, prinClpilll) hec<1I1.,{, tht., 
platform appeal s 10 ha\·c been unoccupied h\ the calh 131h celllun . ..,ome two huncire..'d 
~l·al'" he lore the (on ... trllnioJ1 of \1anol Falll1. Ilo\\eu'l. tht, c\idenct' "ohowing Lh~lt the 
pial I()! III wa ...... till in lise as an "H"ricuiturai wor\"'ing <l1eOl in this intel ,cllillg period (oliid 
'lIg~e..· ... t thaI lhl' ple..·sent ManOl .... UIll IS it ... dl i.I rt.'i)llild 01".1 I.lle medieval pi cdnt's .... or Oil thl' 
... anw ... ne. 

\( K,\O\\' LFD(.nIE'\ I ~ 
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