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SuM~IARY 

1~'),,[(ltI(lllmH fJ11 land of] !-ley/orr! Road, Sft'f'/Jle 1,\101"1, rnwtled a rangf of Iron I{(I' dilrhp\ (Jnd pil.\, (j Homan 
tmrkw(lJ and (L\..wriated ditch and flllrial\. ii' well a.~ mIl' IJtI po,\..\/h/.v t/fltillg to the earl..., l\'toltthir and other 
redepojltt'd Xt'ofilliir artefart.,. TIlt' far(v 1m" Age .~ll' luuf (l dear '/Jallal \fmrlure COtI\l\!l1lg of outf'l' tiilcllf.\ 
fllt'Tred by a Jlarrow e1/(rfI1lCe, a1l (fligllmrll' oj tnb or IU't'·lhmw hole,\, (lmi n group of.\IOraf.ff flits. DifJrring 
kmd, oj malenal Wfre drpo,\;ted HI 1'(1(11 of llif" grOlljJ, ofI('(Jlllrf.~: prfliomillollll) callie iu 'lte pll ahgnme-tll, 
pred01umantl) 'iheep 111 Ihe ~toragt' pzt\. and a [ro' Ililt/Ilm rl'1111WI\ m Ihl' (illrh. The entrance de[l1ll'd 11)' tht 
tiIIClil',\ l.L'tH Ihl' /O(lL' for (l .~tqlle)lCl' oj (Jrl/VII) I'xlmdmg inlo lhe middll' hort Agt which lIlPo/t'ed the 
depo_\itioll oj IIIWWlI I('maim, til". digging oj rl nrw gmup of pit", and the erectIOn oj po.\l,. Sllh_~'qllentl)' flu 
\1'1, uw camplelely rl'org(wisetl. the middle Iron Age 'elliemellt bping repl(Jrnl 0' jield ball1zdarit!\ mula 
tracklOo). nil, trackv·tI.), Illn} have fonned lilt pTt'cunor for a mort .mhslmillO/ Roman ImckwlI) which nUl.\ 
across lhl' \lte. A numb", of bttnals wne fOllnd 11l and t1tor llHllall ditch v,lurl! run.\ fX1ral/i'lto LIm Roman 
trackU'o)'. There are al\{) ,cali llrau\ ojpo,\I-mediet1a/ aClll/it} or/ lite ,IiiI'. 

INTRODUCTION 

T he Oxford Archaeological L nit (Oi\U ) car ried out a series of ~:II'c haeological 
in\'CslIgalions on land oflileyford Road on the southern edge of the ,'illage of Steeple 

Aslon, North Oxfoldshire (NCR 51' 177255), where an arca of 0.7 ha. wa, to be developed 
for housing (Fig. I). Prior to the eXG:l\'mion the site consisted of paddoch and an orchard. 
It was bordered to the SE. b)' a 1980s housing deyelopmclll. to the S\\'. b) fannland, and to 

the W. by a single propen)- which appears to represent the E. periphel-Y of the 19th-centul-) 
village. The area lies over oolite and madstone beds capped by ferruginolls. sandy and 
coarse loamy soils al 108 m. aD. Tbe sile is silUateci on a ~E. facing slope. 

Ilrchae%gfc(l1 background 

rhe excavation Wil~ preceded by ,m evaluation can-ied OUI III March 199; on behalf of , lay Homes 
(Midlands) Ltd . in relation 1O iI planning application lor housing de\'e1opmclll (p lanning application 
CIIN.51I.19-1). Plitnning permiso;ioll had been granted for the en.'tuon of lij detached dwelling'i and a 
11('\\ access road on land between The Cresc.:cnt and Ilarris\ille reSidential arcas on I Je~ford Road. 

ConsulL~lLion or the Count} Sill'S and Monumellls Record suggesled that arlh.<l<:ological depmils 
would be round within the development area. An Iron Age h.<lbitalion Sill' ..... ao; I('corded (SP ,1i9 25:~ 
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PR~ 4211) around 400 III SE. of the de\"c1opnu:nl .. uca which. although probably too dl..,lanl 10 be: 
regarded as p .. rt oflhe earh Iron A~e '>eulement found III the t.·x(a\alion~. ma' be related to "om(" 01 
the laler features. A probable Romano-Blltish \illa (SI' 17N 23:\, PR:\ 1749) \\as unearthed 111 1658 .• mel 
ahhough its preci~ locillion is uncertaill. It is gener-illh thought to be S, of Ihe \'illage, One of Ih(.' 
po.,tulaled location'S is ncar or under the allotment!' 011 Ilc\ rord Road . .\n und,lIed human ..,kelcton \.\a\ 
also round m 1926 at SP 4775 2528. S. of the \llIage 

GIHn the archaeological potential of the Sill', the COlll1l\\I(,hdoologlcai Officer ad\"l'oed the 1(X:ill 
planning authOl-ity of the need for an anhaeological field e\dlui.IIIOn In acwrdance \.\ ith PPG 16. ·1 ht., 
licld eva luation consisled of lour mach me excd\iut.'d Irenche .. e-O\ning approximately 3<Jf of lhe 
de\'elopmenl arc,a, During the evaluation. a Roman dil(h. an mhumdtlon and file ditches of lIne-en"in 
dille were ren·aled. Smce it was lhoughllhi.lllhe bun.11 might be p.tn ofa largcrcemetef). and that the 
othel reatures Illight reprc.')enl aCli\'it) on the pcnphcn of ,I ..,culement. lhe Count, Archaeological 
OOicer recomlllended furthel archaeologic<l1 mitigallon III the (II III of an open area eXCi.i\illion. 

EX1'at'Oliml Mtthodology 

The excavauon was b) nccessil\ conduucd in tVon ph .. c,es. The fir.." phi.L<;C la"led approximateh fin­
weeks from April to the end of ,\1ay 1997, During thi'i pha..,e the .:lrca Ollhc proposed nc\\ road IC41ding 
to the housing development, lhc area to the ~. of til{' !lite dCCjign.l led a.., a public milu, space. and it 

further area at the S. side of the site \\t:re imesligOlted (Fig. ~). rhe top.wil and underhing ploughwtJ 
.... ere remO\'ed by machlllc under anhaeologic<ll ..,upenic,ioll. I he ... econd phase lasted one "eeL. in 
Ot."'temher 1997 imd in\'ohed stripping an "Irea of top~il .,illl.lted beneath o\'nhead eleltl-i(- cablcs ahel 
they had beell made sak, Ihe featllrt.''1 revealed \.\en.' o;ampled by m.Hllli.11 excavation of trcnche.., 
positioned in aleas of partkular interest. Pits wcre IMII-sectioned _ All archaeological fealUres "erc 
planned al 1:20 and photographed. Samples for ell\lronment.II.IIl.llysis werc taken from .Ippropriate 
l'Olllexts, 

ARCIIAEOLOG ICAL D[SCR II'TION 

11" Neall/hI< 
"J"coli thic activity on the Mtt' IS represented b) lindo; of ('OIr1ier 'I..'oluhic pottery .mel flilll in 'M) pit!> or tree· 
throw holes, 61M ilnd 587, locilted loward~ the t . sidc of Ihe 'lill' (Fig 3), rhe thin upper fill (619) of pit (ilK 
aisC) contained a 'Iubst4:tllti,i:Il number of h;'l/t·lnut shellCj LInd a lew grains of spell ( I able 19). Nearly two ,hint" 
of all the worked flint from the site, possibly of eadiel Ncohlhic di.ltl' al~) came from this contexi (Iable iH), 
I heo;e artefa<.t'i prO\'ide the ('\Idence for dating (heCje f(·'ltlires. and III parliculi.lI- pit 61M whi<h wmaim no 

clear!) latel find". 10 the :"eohthic. On the basis of theil locatuJIl. theil form and the finds other than the 
pOller), flint ,md h3lelnUl'l a ca,e can. however. also be made for d,lllng the~c pus II) the Iron\ge, 

Uoth pits lie at Ihe end of .. n alignment of pi .. ~ (sec below, 'Pit Group 3') the rcst uf which cont,lin only I ron 
\ge poltery and thus seem much more certain!\- to d.l1e hnm that period (Fig. 3). rhe form oi both pH., i .. 
al\O lOllIparable 10 that of th(" other pits in this alignment (Fig. ~. L.lblt.· :1), Like the other pits in this gWlIp, 
pit\ :'87 and 61M .m: \hallow and ha\e Irreguldr, sloping \Ide'i and um: .. en base!;. gi\lIlg them thl' dppearanle 
of tree-throw holeo;, nle form .md location of thc'iC fedtuH.·.., Ihm ,IPP(O;II 0; to associilte them Voitlt Ihe I ron \g(' 
Ilits III I)it Group 3, 

nle raunallemams recovered from pit!> 587 and (lIli ,Ill' ill\O (()mp.lldble 10 thoq> colll.."Cted frnmthe other 
Iron Age piu 111 I'lt Group 3 Crable 15). ,md the ... lInpll' of I1ll)lIu'K~ f!"Om 1,I\er (i)9 in pll 618 io; mmt 
wlTlpar'lble to tlMt from Iron Age pit 6 H in the ~llne I'll (,roup ( 1~lhle 20). ahhou~h this 1.I>er h.1.\ almmt 
(cllainl} sunered rrom SOllll' disturbance, Ihe finch mhl.:)" than th(.· pOller} and. in the CAse of pit 6U$, tht.· 
hazelnuis and flilll. thus also suggest an Iron Age date \imllilr to the uther pits In Pit Group :l. 

Ihe fact thai at least some of lhe Neolithic pottery in pit 5H7 has been rt.'deposited pro\'ides funht.'1 
support for the argument that the feature!> arc Iron\gc.· III date. I'it 587 W'as lilled by four la):ers (Fig, 8), It .~ 
primary fill (599) contained onl}' ~eolithic pouen. bUI Ihe la}er dbO\e (589) onl) Iron Age ~herd'i. and the 
UplX',. fill above Ihat (588) mixed Ncolitluc and Iron Age poue!). Tim pauern of deposition. in which 
Neolithic pollery occlirs only 111 the primary and Upp(' " filb. could hale been c.rci.lled by a tree f .. \ling in ;U1 

<tlca where '\Jeoillhic mate,.i .. ,llav in or ncar the top..,oil (o;t'(' below, Di.'K.lIssion), This Intel-pret'llion re((.' i\'c~ 
sollie mpport frolll the irregular form o f the pi!. WhalcH' r the GISe, it is dear thai the l'\eolitim po"en in 
the ul)pcr lill al It.·<lst has been redeposited. and although thc 'eolitJuc pouer} in lhe priman lill ma) ha\(:' 
remained In {llfl. it is possible Ihat this lOO iCj redeposltcd slme there i.., IIU clear indication that the pll was le(ut 
dow n to tim level. 
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Fig. 2. Overall plan orexca\'cHcd area. 
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Fig, j. Detailed plan of 01,1111 M(',I of exc,I\.llion 

.\ ~trol1gt.'r (;ut' lor.1 't.'()lilhic date can bc: made fnr pit 6JK, but e,en hCIt:' there is room for doub!. I'Il1'i 
pit contained on]) 'eolulll( potten, dS well .. , the l,lI'Hl' (lu<lntU' 01 haJt.'lnuts and possibh earh 'coli,hi( 
workc.'d flint. Il o .... c\cr, the possibllil)" thai the Nt'olitlll( polteq .... i1\ rcclepo3iled in pit 587 must .llso ca~1 o,()me 
doubt upon Ihe lI11crpre'iltion of pit 618 as being the only pi' III the alignment l(l dale from the N'eolithic 
Find~ of lIelll("(:-lIin;'l(' mollll'ics, probably inlroc:iuccc:i III the \hddll' .\gcs. indKate lhal lht.' Ihm upper fill (619) 
III whlth 'he hill(,' lnUI\ and almo!lt all orlhe flint ..... t·ll' found hits '1uOelcd frolll ~ome \"en late di"llIrb,\Ilce. 
The pmsibility tlMt material of ~eolithic and fron Agc dale ha .. becom(" mixed in these pit .. musl also ca'" 
sonl(." douhl upon Ihe In(egril' of the sal11plc~ or .lni1l1,ti bones Clnd tharrl"d plant rem;'lins (Tables 15 and 19) 
rcxo\'t'red from (hem. 
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I hI' Inl1l 1,l!1' 

J)itche~ i2·1 and i:\1 (hI{. 1) 

\11l01l~\1 lilt" e,tllint II on\gc' le,HUll'\ nn till \lIt' 'H'It· 1\\0 It·nglh\ nf dilt h (724 and i31) which \H·I c pani,llh 
t·'po';<.-d III I Ill' «(:llIrdl <llt',1 01 till" t"til\alion (Ftg\ ., <lnd 1). \ltgln" tur\lIll(. Ihe, .... ('"It •• dlgned nn an I- ,~. 
leI \\'~\\ ,"" anet JclllllCd I .... UIt'1 nunaJ<. t·,>.ll.IIl"Clln.1 ).tap !!.f;n 111_ .... Itk Dillh 724 uJIll1nut·d ,,~ tn tilt" ('dgt, 
"IIIH: \nt', ,md di((h 7:H \\\, up tilt" \Iopt, 01 tht·lull hnoud tht'limn of Ihe t"ta\ation II ......... d\llllghl Ih,1I 
cludl 7:\1 1Il,1\ h;\\'('IUIIlt"cI \flulil".IICk blilthi .. \\<1\ nol (ollIlII1W<l In t"t.I\,lIinn. 

I ht· t'lulol dIU h 7:\ I ".l\ (lll h\ .1 {o111pl(·, \C'qUt'IH ,. of It·,lIlIn·\. I Ill' c',\rlit'\t appt"ar ... III haH· he'I'Il.1 \1ll,III 
I'll (116:\), plOb.lhh onul.lJ U1 f)\(IIcilll pl'lIl ,lilt! (U2 tn, dITP, «ttl "ht'l1 Iht· citlth \\,1\ onh p,l1tt.llI) lillt·1! 
\ltlullIRh on" p.llllall\ {,",I\dled II "ppt'.I1,> It I han nw.I"IIII('d t . 1 lit. III <1';'1111('\('1. I\\ (J 1<I\,cl:-- III fill. ()(}2 .llId 
~)(iH, Wt·l(· dl"lin/{ui,hcd wullin Il. I he UPI)(.'I of thl·'t'. :,IiX, (olitaint'tI h,lgmelll'" (II humall long hOT1(''' "ing 
!toll/om,111\- (Fig. (;). (h.IKIIlt'Ill) of human hone- ancJlt,t"lh \H'lt' .d:--oICllllld III .ll,.n<.'r (56~) fillin/{ ditch 7:\1 
\\ Iwl'l' It \\ .... nit h't the ROIl1,H1 u·iltkw<l\.) ~tlh\{·tfuc,nt". \\ht'l1 lilt· dil( h ...... 1' t:()lllp leteh Wlt'd. " larg(·' pit (.')1):1) 

W,\' (lit ,I( I()" it .. t'l1(l, .. Isn jLl'lI ntlllll).; thl:' {'(IKl' of pH :lliX. \IClIl).\,,,11:' l:l hagmt-'TII'> of pm~lhl~ human 1)(lIIt·, 
Jll'Ihap' (h:II\lIlg horn di"lIUlbann.· 01 pit fi(-j:~. lilt· 1111<1<11<- lill of 1)11 .ifi:) aJ..o rnJllainerl mirlrlk li on \gt' 
pllllt'l\ I\{"(' ht.·III .... 'PII Group 1'). Ililth 7:\1 i .. plOh,lhl).llu·It.'loH·, noll.lkr than middle Imn ,\g('111 dalt'. 1'\,;0 
linds \\ t:1 t' n'(O\ t·led In)!!l lhe dil( hl"~ IhC:IIl\('" t'\ 

'e<ll it\ ('11(\. IIlc' UpPt'l fill ofdltdl 7:11 ......... d .. o ttlt h\ it huriilll,L.t:lelUn 671)' pO"lh" ,t'f,lIc·d 10 th(· 
RIIIIJ.llllo.ul .. id(" hun.ll, foune! ebe .... ht·,t· ('t·t· h(,:II)\\. ·Uun.ll, In dudl 62(1 and ,d.tted bUliaJ..·). 

1"0 .. t·( lion, "t"I"c· (',(a\ .\tl"d au m .. clal( h i2 I. Om' ('l"t tum 11) \\.,1:-- 11(·.11 tht'" 'r. bound.Il' nllht· .. Ill' (J-t).( 
I). llt'lt· Iht' ditch IIlt',l\un'd 2.11 Ill_ in "Idlh .tnd lum m. III dqllh. It \\J!oo lut through lht' II.IIl1r,,1 ,1,1\ 
,"I>\II".lIt· lilt·, ,idc ollhl" ditdl ~Iopt'd ,(·(·ph down (0 Iht, h.l .. l'. lilt' ~ ,ide ,Iolwd 111(11(' grolCtu.llh, ,,',thlll 
I ht, .. cttioll 01 tilt" dil( h "ert· Inur lill ... (:)·11) • . i n. ·l II, :-; U I III I 1.1\ .lIlri (1.1\ t"\ ·,ilt hom thc,' \{·t I ion I he II lit h 
,1)11'(',11" 10 h,oI\,t" h{TIl n:(lll .Iiter it h.le! it b{TII ulIllplt·tl'h fillt·d 1" .> Ill. \ ~t'"1 it"\ oj t:1l\ n Olllllt·ntal ,ampln. 
II (11lI "hi( h 11l0Ilu"l .. \\t'rt' (:xtracted. "ert· 1.ll..t·n Inun I"l'\t" 1.l\c·, '), I-hn \uRKe" .1 Chanl(l' hUllI <I .... oo(\t·tl In 

,I 11101(' "pt:1I J.md'lal)t' (\t"('" 1)t'lo" Ill(' molhl\(,·). 
\ 'C,"UlIlel" en(h henioll 29) \\," pO\l1i"lll·d ,I( 1'0\" Ihl' It·' mlllal "I tilt' c1itth (Fig. -l). I It'le Iht· unded, In~ 

"'lh'll<1ll' (Oll\i'It.·d nl ,and, .mel Iht, <1il(h plOlilt' had gt'lIth \hlplllA .. !(It,~ <llld it 11.11 bil~l'. II "<1\ I.HI) nt. \\Iell' 

,mel O . .'}I Ill. deep, It com,lIned 1\\0 laH'I'" of fill (f,C1H .mel .i.'iO) UlIl' .... lIllg of \t'lI(l\\'i~h, ,mel glt·,,,h·lno .... n 
~.II\(h .. ili .. _\ 1t'\.lIlni\ "Ilt' flint CUll' pmh.lhh d.lIl11g hom Ihl' 1.ltt· 't·"htll!(. \\.1\ li)llnd I{'cit'"p",ill'd in tilt· 
"Pl>('( rill (5r,O). 

Iw() 'l'uion~ wen: "bo e,cl\ilh:d .Inos .. c1ildl 7:H ()II(' ("c'( lion :t\) W,I~ e'(;.I\',lIed in !lIt" ,hOi t \('gmt' 1l1 of 
Iht· dudl \\hich .Ippt·ared \>('I\\eel1 Ihl' S. t·"Kt· ollh(· t·X(tn.ilion ,lIld lill' Rom"n 11<1(I.."<1't (h~. I), lIelt". tht' 
dihh me."lIled 1.:,0 Ill. in \\-Idlh <lnd O . .'>H Ill. III dquh, anel h,ld a mund('d b"'l' <Inc! 'It,t'piy .. lopIng ,,<in 
I Ill' c\ildl ""iI'; filled In "i:x dt'j>u"ih n~l\. ;)qH. !i!);!. ,"')!):l. i~n) .. tli \,lniIlA I'pe'i of , ilt, -tiil\ 

\ IUllh('J" dillh fill (.562) ...... ~ I ("\("tl('<1 dUIII!),t tilt· 1·'l.I'alinll 01 ,I w(lillll J<TI)!oo\ Iht· JUlHlioll IWI\\tTIl tltt· 
ROIll,lIlll,t(K"'" (:)()f1),lIlci cillt:h 7:11 IIuII1<I11 hom· ft.lglllt·llI:-- .1Ilt! It,t'lh fTum ",>uhatiuh or 'Olltl).( ,lduit \\(·n' 
1(·(lIlt·H·d !tom lill :)62 wlwl! the\' \\('1'(' ("pm('d \\itllill Iht· \lopll1g t'dKt' 01 thl'U-a(kw;l\, 
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1 he Pit (.IOUp" 

\ number (II I rnn \~t.: pll .. "t:1 t: tuum), l"n(( ntralt:d in llu .. (('r nr ,Ih~nmt:nt .. forllllng lhrt't: dl .. IIO< I glIlIlP" 
(Fig- 3). I h(' fir .. ' gl()UP wn.,I,,>lt·d 01 fi\t· plI!. IOt.Ht.'t11ll .lIld ctlllUllClllw cau .. c:".1\ 1)(:I"ecn clUth(-.. i:?--t .mel 
7:\1 Pn"lhc)It·., ,lit' tut inti) Iht· lOpS of ("I) (If llw pil ... III Ihl .. J{ICIUp_ I h(' .. t>t:ond ,l{IOUp (ontalllt:dliint: pit .. 
,ltlldl('tl al Iht, f.lI "'F end "I tht' Sill', "hiht Ilw thud ).:10Up. WIl"'11Il1{ 01 t:iJ.{hl 1)1l", "a" 10(.llt·<I IOll!{hh 
tt'llllalh h(:I .... t·t·nlht: olher t .... n I{IOUp'. 1111\ IllIrd ~IHUp 01 JIll' lit· .. III a lou).:h llIlt.' oriemed , .... ~\\ 1 .... 0 CIt 
Iltt· pit, III Ihl" K1(IuP m,,\ cI.ltt: from tilt" '\('olitiu(, hUI .. mH· 11lt"1I I h",noloK' h Uluertalll and Iltt'\ .. h.llt· 
,t·\t·l.d char.l(tt·n .. u(, \'olth lilt' either lrem \!{t· pil"> In Ihl' ),{1{)Up. Iht·\ .llt· inrltldt·d III Ihe fullfmlng dl<,{-U .... IUIl. 

IIItTt' art' (OIllr<l'~ ht:I\\t·t·n the form .. nl !lIt' pih III c·.11 h 01 Iht·,(: gllillpS ( lahlt.'~ 1-3). The pit .. in Group I 
.11(' generalh 1.lIht'1 ,hallt"", .lIld llaH' '11.ught. \H:.II \c.·lulal ,iel(·, .mel 11,11 h.l\t.". the (.roup 2 pil" .lIt· 
J.:(·n(·lalh clt't'lX'1 .mel ha\('.1 lange of mOlt' or It' .... l· .. h.lp('d .lnd 1IllcJt'l(ut profilc."t_ rhe pit~ of (i-roup:~ .nt· 
,tg.tm "hallo ..... md .tr(. III jl;l·n('r.11 «()Jnparahl(' in \ill" III Ih(' Pit' uJ (;'IfIllP 1. bUI Iht" ,lit' lIluch I1UII(' il re).:"tri.1I 
In phlll ,wd ,(·(llnn. having ,Ioplug sidt'" .mel irregul.tI h.l .. t·,. IWII h.I't.' I~)!. ... bl(' r(,(Uh in tlll'lI uppel fill .. 
~Ivlllg ,hem tilt' .lppe'lf;'uU(' of II ee-til I 0\\ Iwk" 

l'om'l) Ot("\I" Tn 1110~1 of liI(: pits. slIJ.{gt'''IIIlK a (hlClnolllgl(<l1 <ii"lill(liclIl ht:l .... t'(·11 the gr()l1P~. Whil,t middlt: 
lum .\J.:e pom'n i .. IIlml (mmnon. IKe-urring in .tlltlut,t· glOlIp". t·.lIh linn Agl' (oln". uccasiOlI;.tlh llIixt..'d "11h 
Illiddle Inm \ .. w Innm. ;Ut' PI('.,(:1lI in 1110" Iltlhe pll' III (,Wllp 2. ,HId prob;thh .. I\() III Pit Gmup:l althHu).:h 
hl'I('lh(: pe)l(('n ".L' Ie'S dl"in(tiH' (fablt.· .. I·:~, :-)-7). Illl" pu ... Il ..... , (1(,I'lInlalh ml1lain.1 r.mge of mht'l dltt'i.Kt!. 
Inducltng an ,ullkl comb .• tII inlll bladt", iron .... ilt·,.1 (1'llpt:1 .111(1\ 1<I(l ()I pin. bl iqll(·tage and \'oOlll'tl nin!. 

'-'~('mbl.lgl·' nf animal hOI1(,' of \anlllg ,ill· ... "t:n· !t"tmned hllrn mmt 01 lIlt' pIIS. and Iht" pi! group, 
(Ollila" in lilt' ploportinm nlt'.lth 'Ix'un IHt·'toI.'nl "11hlll IIlt·m (I.lhlt·, I:~·I:-)). Wlti!..1 ~het"p pa·dominalt· III 
Ill(' a\'~(:mblaJ.:t·, hOIll (~IIIUp I and 2, in Ihe pH!. of (~lIIl1P:~ (dult· dominate. Sutm<lnllal '>ample .. nl (han('c1 
pl.lIlt r('malll' "tTt· r('(mell'd hom mUM 01 (It(· pll' III (,IouI'I (.lIlt! in Ihc J)(I\lholl'" (lIt mtn tht.' I'"' in (;'ruup 
I) .1IIe1 III Olll" e)1 the pit, In (i-filUP 2. Ihn lon .. i~ll·d I1lCl.,t1~ 01 tt·lt·.lIs bill tht'n.: "ere .. 1\(") .tpprco.lhll' 
<JlI.IIlUtieS of hi mill' ~Ta'..".l' wf..'il a~ Sllldlkl (IUanlilil"01 olht'l .. pt·ll(·'. I he .. ingk quern rrom Iht' ,itt' "a" al,,) 
lound III Iht' 1'11111,11 \ fill {(;IO) "I pit 5/'ti in Pit Group I •• uulllll· 1 ubht.·1 in Ihe fill of poslho!t.' 3SM. \\hi(h ".h 
(ut IIlto Iht: top 01 the '-<tl1ll: plI. \pan frum i1lt' halt·lnlll .. III JIll liI~. pm\ibh '\('olithic in d,m·, nt"gligibk 
<lll.lntlu(''! nl dhlln·d plctnt rt'mains "(,It.· Tt·(mnt·d hom tht' pit, III GUllIp:t Ihough s.amp1t:, "('Ie 1.ll(·n 
fmm PIIS bNK. 7():! ,mel 722 

Jill (;mllp I h\(" pil" (Ill m (;IOUp I: 51~1. !i 19. ·I':'~, 1)1)3 <lnd 5K:t \10\1 .1It: ur< ul,1I in plan ilnd hOI\(' regulal 
,t..·oiom "ith .. llili).:"ht. oh(·11 Ilt·,n· \enit.1i ,ieles .lIId 11.11 h.N: ... tholll{h I'll :1H:l. Iht·I.lrgc.'ll. ha, .. It·pp(.'<1 .. idt·.., 
and ... much k" Il:gul.1I (h~ 3. rab1t: I) . \Ithou).:"h pil ':)N:i h .... Ilu: .Ippt'ardllu· uf alrct"lhrnw hoit' o 1101 
dl'l'\ltllll .. r to Ihl' pi'" 01 I'il (,1OUp 3. d IIHH"l' Icg-lIl.u. loughh 1('(lctllKul.1I "crlioll('d It',Hure at I'" h" .. t.., l1la~ h(' 
till' n'lIldim nf an (, .. dier 1)1' almost (Omplt'lt'h lUI .1\\.1\ b't <l lillt:I, ,hal1{)\\-cl ,mel \\idcr pit. I he pit!> in PH 
(;IOUp I flfl' KC'nt'lalh 1;\lht' l shallow.m·H'1 IlIOte th<tll 1.00 lrl. <il'l' P ,lIIeI nftt:lllc", Ihall 0.50 111 .. though tlll'Y 
1lI.1\, h;1\ t: lx·tn II unGlted I() .1 .. ttb'rallti.11 dt'gn:(' 

\1\ (Onlain middlt' JlOn\gt' I)otten and dl1imaII(·lIhtim .tIHtHIK,t "hith sht:q) prcdominate ( Iables I. :1 
.Ind I :'J. Tht',(· finch mu.llh o((ur thl"Uu),{hllLlI till· fill of till' pit!.. thotlJ.:h nnh III Ihe middlt' lill of pil ,i(jj. 

11m la\l'1 ,II,,) ulIItaint'd "Oll1t' fragnll'nl" of p() .. ~ihh human bmw pt'lh.lP" (it.-liH-d fl"(ll1l disllllb.IIlCl· of 
hum,1Il lem,lIm in pit ()(j:' bl·low. '\0 anllll,ll bone\ \\(·It' found in pit 3ttt 1..11).:1: silmples of (hailed (t'lt',II .. 
\\('It· "I,,) found ill mOM of Ih(' pib, though mualh in onh ont.' I.IH·I of Ihe fill (fablt" 19). i'it.'l19(()nl.1I11(·d 
tll('I.It"ge\1 "<lll1pk elf plant I(·malns 1t'«()\t.·ll·d fn)mlht.· \Itl. lht' nnl\ (lut.'ln on lhe .. itt' "" .. Iuund in Iht· 
PIlI11.I1\ fill (IHO) uf pit :lK:i. Olhcr fin(h alt· r.In:, (clII"I\lIng (lnh 01 haKllu_·nl, of fired cla\. a "pllldle"hod 
.Iud .. prob.lbh Iniduall.ltt' 't.'olilhi( III c.lIh Broll/( .\~t' f1.lled lndl" III tht.., uppel fiIJ (:10:lJ 01 pit 319. 

SlIlglc pmlhole .. (582 .1IIe1 :,3H) "ert' WI illln tht' uPlx'l fiU, of pit' jl·n and :lH:~ rt"pecu\d\ (Fig. fi,l;tblt.' 1). 
FI.lt . roughh 1I1.lIIg11lal· fraglllt.'nts of oollti( linu·sWII(" (:iH I) o f IOll!o:"hh 'hc ".IIIlt: ,ill' (e. O,:iO Ill. h\ 0.2':) Ill.) 
\\crt' found ,11>0\(: and parti.llh cmbedded in Ihe pi illl.u, fill (hf)l) (If l)o"lhol(: ;iK:.? Some 1.1\ n,H mer Ihis fill 
\\1111 ... , OIh('r'! "(·It: plt("hcd \t'llitalh a!Ound lhe cdg(' olthl' po\lholt.- ... I""t'. 1 hn .lI·C <llsUlnl·d In h.I\(' bt.:t"1I 
IMllin).:" "1011('., " .. t...<1 10 ,upport a \t:rtl(.11 J>()~t. Bllih 1'001holl:' lolll,lInt'd a I"mge of artefdu~ .. nd otht.·1 
Il'maim SIIniltll In those fuund IUlhe pil' 'h(·II1\c.·I\t..· ... (flmi'ling oluuddlt.· and p""ihh early Irun .\ge pOUt'I\ 
(I.tblt·s I <lnei H). dnimal (I;,hlt.· 13) and plant 1t'111<1111" ( I"hlt' 19) .lIld. III poslhole 5:'H. the rubbl"1 mentioned 
.Ibml' and an lIun hlade. Pn'lthnlt" 582 .II\(I (()llIdlllt'd ,Olll(' fral{Ill('llIs ol .... h.u Ill'" bt· hUlIlan IXllw. p<),~ihl\ 
dcmt'd flOm dl'lllli>alHl' of hudaI, in tilt' t",11 hel le,llull·,Ix:lo". 

P,t (;Ul/IP 2 .. \ '('lOlld clU\tt..·1 of nine pi" •. nn. :1:H. :):17. 5JK. :l:m, 1)78, (;H9. 1;9:l. iU6, forl1l Pit (,mUll 2, FoUl 
of Iht· .. e pit~ "('Ie ( III inlO nallil 011 sand" hi"l Ihc H'11l'lIlIlng pils ... IiKhlh ~E .. "·CI t... (lit inlO 1i1ll(''\itOlH: bt-dl {I( k 
.llId therefor(' h,l\t' llIore in (·gular profilt.-,. I Itt' pit .. oj thi .. ..,rroup <II t· JoIt·lI....-alh llH ul,1I or oval in pl<ln, 1,lIht'l 
dt:t·pt.·r than Iht· pils orthe {)ther group'. dnd Itd't.' a \.lllt'l' elf 1ll1)!(' III Ie .... It·Rul.lr lIndtnlll or l·~h"p(·d 
pwfilcs (Fig . 7. lablt 2). 1'1l~ :;:H ilnd mIJ. h,m(·H'I .• tH· nOI.lbl, \'oicit"f and ,haUo"cl Ihan tht' olh....-.. , 
(h.tr;U(eri .. 11( .. Ihn .. hare \\ith 11ll' pil'lII I)it (.IOUP:\ "10m Iht: \C."C linn of pit 69:\ I( .lppeaN In h.l\l'I)(·en I('(UI 
on a ,malleI '1:011('. 



IbN , 

NE 

0 

-

(00 " \ " () ( II A Y D f ."J , I " 

Pit 583 SW NE Pit 552 sw 

C! 
... 

l ~ 
'~ 

540 
~ J , 

552 541 583 

Pit 565 E Pit 549 W 
E WS N 

E-: ~) 'b • 
I 645 ~: • • 

• ------ o,bo ... 
I 

549 
567 

565 

NE Pit 519 SW 

3m ;;; t 503 - ~ -- 509 scale 1:50 

h g. :1. Pit (,lOli p I : ,,('nium 

~'--
\ . 

, 568 581 , ,,\ I' '--
• • , (>t.. ' 

long bones ", \ " 

'/ ~ 
• • • \ 

• 

• 
567 " 

582 • 
565 " 

• • 

519 

N 

• 
-' 

o 3m 

'-- -
scale 150 

Fig. 6, F('atures 111 lhe 1('lminal of d itch n 1 



SE 

W 

III" I-OR!) RO \1), ... I ".1-,1'1" .\~ I 0.... 11i~1 

Pits 530 & 531 NW W 

693 

.. burnt limestone 531 

Pits 689 & 706 E E 

~709 

SE 

E Pit 537 W 

~
::i:<' •• _ 
.;- -' c:rf"'" 

•••• 537 

• charcoal 

o 

scale 1 .SO 

Fig. 7. PH Gmup~ : !>t.'UIOJl\ 

533 

Pit 693 
E N 

Pit 539 

532 

535 
o • .... .--' 557 

" 

539 

Pit 678 

t- 682 

; r 681 •• 

C~~-~""'~i 679 680 'J'.. 

3m 

S 

W 

slump 

NW 

678 

Sr\ of tht> pi15lic in p.urs adjacent 10 each other' the edge .. of pit .. 5:l0 <llId 331 merge. whil~t the edge of pit iO() 
(uts ,hiu of pit 6H9. PI!.! 678 and 693 form <t \e .... cerL.lin p .. ur. ,\llllOugh the iOlrger pits of lhe~ pai~ nm 
'iurpri"ing'" (Untamed richer aouemblages of finds. there i~ flU inchcJllun thai the pail ing of pits "'as amthing 
other ,han wincident.Ol I O\erall the pits form .1 lonloot:' dmlt'l \\ Ithm .... hidl th(:re is lutle e,ident orcie l 

Mo .. t of the plb Itl tim group (onta in pow."). oilen i ll ca rl ." I ron .\ gl: 101 illS but .\10;0 including .. ome of the.' 
middlt· Iron Age. riley ,,\so collt.un small KlOups of .lI1 l1llal bones, especialh o f sheep ( 1;_lblt' It), ,md 
oCGl!llOnal friJgment~ of fired dal and b"iquc:I"lge. ChMred pl.Ull remaim" usualh Hlilsisting of c('reals, .... ere 
rc(mclcd II om onh a ,mall IHllubel of conl("xt~ (iable H). f " 0 refiulI1K fragments of an ant lel (:omb .... t· 1 e 
found in I"H'r, 691 and 692 in pll 689, A COppCI allo) lad .. or pill wa'i found in the uppel fill of pil 5:~ 1 
Sc\'nill plt'C.C~ of .... orked flint, probably Neoillhic. in dale "WI C found I c:clc:pmitecl in pit 539 (COlllt·X~ 535 ilnd 
557).\lthough the wnlc:nlS of pit 6iH do not Olhen~isc diner o,ignificalllh frollllho<\C of the other pit'" In tim 
group. the dls(OH'I) of the rim of a pc)sl-medie\;ll bottle. plOb.lhh of 19th-<.cl1lur, dalt'. in la,cr 680. inditalC:"I 
1hilt du.: fill of lhe I'" ha been diMurbed at a \el ~ late dalc.· \ piece Clf Imn \\ire .... <)<ii found in the la\ er abme 
(6H I). I'll ni com'lllled no finds. 
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Pii (;rolljJ J: rhe llmd group of pus consisu:d of pus 5H7, 688, 702, 722, 729 and 730. Pil () 18 may al."" bclonK 
to this group, all hough it is possible that it is much ('allier, nating from the Neolithic (see ahove 'The 
~roluhlc·) . Despil<:' the chronological ullterl<linllt.'s. be(iw'Ie it .,hart·s a nUIIlIx-r of the features ehardueriSlit 
of this group of pits. I)U 618 is included in the follOWing discussion. 

The pil~ III Pit Group 3 appeared to be pmitiolled III a line uricmcd '1-.,10 S\\'. (Fig. ~i). ))IIS 722. ;29 and 
7:~O lie in a line \er~ dose to each other. their edges cuulIlg e;'leh other, nu:\ were gencrall\" shi.lllowel than 
the pits in Group 2. and although their dllncnsiOIlS .IIC generall) Similar 10 tho\(' of Group Ilht'" au~ mllih 
I !is regular in plan ,1I1n seclion, TIleir sides slope irregularh and Ih('lr bases are un('\-en (Fig. ~. Table :\). fhis 



171'" (00'" \'\ill ( II .\ , I) ~.... t,. I \ I 

inc.'gul<lnt). ,'\ \H'II ,l~ olht'l lealurt'~. nuwbly pm"ible ft"(lItS IIlIn the upper fill" of pib 6Hg and 587. giH'\ 

tht'lll lht' ,IPP(:;II<lI1((:' of 11t'C.'·tilTOW 11Ok!!. C.\. funlu:r IcatllH.', 70n, WhKh al'>f) hao; Ihi5 dldl.u_teriliti< \'.a,o; 

t'Md\,I1('rl In lilt" f .. ul the lIli.un gwup. oUI:,lde the alignment. 11 c.onldined no anefaCl:'. \nmher ~Imildr 
It',lllIle Ilt'adn \'oct ... IlUll",c.nillcd.) 

lnlikt, 1'\1 CInUp!l I and 2 "here .. het.'p clnmin<ll(',hc.' (mUlal It:maUl!>, in Ihe Group:l pit .. (-.lttle an" b~ I,ll 
tilt: (OIllIllUn('" animal rq)It'\enled. huh .. Iwep ancll)lg "(CUI ring in \'t'n 'ill1allnumber .. ( 1 ~lblc 15). St."H.'fal 
01 Iht: pll ... Willililll'd mcli'tIllUI\C pOItt'n (II e<ld~ or nllddl(: 11011 .\ge dale ( rable 7). h'tfl 01 the pit ... ll .. n 
lOnl,lIlled '('"blhie. pOllt:n, ~)fllt' ("('rlainh H;'(tef)()"Itt-(1. and \'0111 k('d flim, a\ \\ell as lht, I.II~l' .. amplt, IIf 
h.I/(:IIHII .... hdl ... Iht';j(h (II\(-m .. ~d ,Ihml' (\t't' abmt' 'lilt' '\t'ohtlll('). '0 other ,hailed plalll Il'Ill,Um ""l'lt· 
1t'(O\('It'{1 ( Iahlt, 19). Pit" 7~~ and 729 wlll.IIIll,d 1111 lilith, althuugh .1 hagnH:1lI of iI bont· tomb, found III .1 
.. t,tlion (lil ;tum .. Iht',t' pit .. and pH 7~O during lilt, naluation may (omt' from one of Ihelll, S .. uupk'", of 
lIlollu,t, Irom!aH'! (jl~) ill pil (jIM and 1.1\('1 fiti7 in I'll 6Hti "IRKt'''1 .Iltghlh ""oocll'c! ('11\"1IU11111l'1I1 al the 1II1lt' 
Ilw pil ";l\ lilll'd flahk' :.?O). I hl' simil.IIH) of tht, "unpin of lIlulhht ... (ruill Ihl' .. e pits sUlo;gnl .. Ihat Ihn ;lIt· 
t(lnll'nlpCII"') .Incl, "'lllt' pn 6HH St'e1ll~ <-t'rt.u nl~ 11011 \gl', thai I'll Ii I Ii does nIl! <i.llt' Innll Illl' '\eolilhit I ht· 
.. ill1lplt, hom pit 6tH, hO"l'\t'I, abo (()1lI,linl'cI \llt'lI, ot lIt'iice\lin ilt' l1lullus<" general" thought In ht, 01 

IIlI'clinal 11111 oelll( lion , and prnbabh Ihc.'ll'iore mcil{ ,11111).; .. on 1<.' 1.lIl' (li"'lul"bant(' 01 Ihe Uppl'l fill of tile pH 

nil( I1t,,, 7:~2, 612 and 7:t5 

~lIl:ldH:\ nlthtt,t, I"urlhel, 1.11':1 di((ht· ... , i:t?, 612 .1Ilt! i:G, "tTl' oll'(;,ned lll'o.U Ihe cenlrt' (lllhe t'XtJ\.Uilll1 
(I-Ig. :\). I h(',,(, clilChes mi." Ila\e been .1'\(Kiated ""lilt (';\1 h Olht'I, pt'lh<lr~ ddininK d bounc\;I1\ 01 (I";\( 1.\\,1\ 

.tlonK Ihe hm'laler (0110\\(,<1 In lhe ROll1<ln ll-"Ilk,\-;" lilt' ;t\\CKI.1I1011 hel\\et'11 them, ho"('\(:1. 1\ not (t.'"II;lill. 
lilt" onh tOllm'(lion belwl't'n them bein~ lhal Ihl'\- .lIt· ,,"nil.u h ,liiK"llt'd: 612 I unlllng par.llid 10 lhe ,lIt·" h 
01 7:\~ ""Imh lie", 1)('10" Iht' II'adw"H. ,111<1 clit(h 7:D Illnnin~ 111 o.IPPIf):'\im;ltt'h Ihe \J1llt' dllt'(llOl1 ., .. tilt" 
I1l1l1h(':111 \l1t'I(h oI7:t.!. 

I he lint, dilth 7:·t.!, Wd' obsened III tiut't' ,tlt'a, of thl' (':,\(;1\.111011 Ont' of it, Il'rminal .. W<l .. lticiltifit'd ,II 

lilt., ~F, ed"w of the e:'\(a\-~lIion julo1 hc:\-ol1d tilt' poml al "hi<-h Ihi, elillh nil <100'\ ditth 72·1\ burial. ;)i I. 
\\" .. found (til 11110 lim (huh terminal. tholl,:::h it 1\ 11m 1('.11" wht,tlll:1 it "a, dclibt'r'Hl'h pl'l(ed in till" dllth 
It'llllIllal CII i, "'Inpl\ an ()Illlier ofllu: group 01 j)lI)IJ<ll,l\ Roman ICI.leI<;ide hUlial .. found In tht, "i. (,ee he\tm 
HIIl"1al, 111 <l11(h 629 ,mel H,'hued hUlI,II .. '). hom Ihi .. 1l'lminal Ihe ditch l<tn in a "i\\ <111('(11011 fO! 

<I}>proximalt'h I~ Ill_ lip 10 Iht' Roman II,\{ l."ay, and II appeilll'd ,Ig-am below Iht·lracL\\a\. I he (Omtllulioll 
olllw ILI( kW;I~ had di~lul bl'e1 and II unt,IIt'e1lhe Uppt'l pan of Ill(' dllch in 11m <llt'<I, and (lilly liS lowel pall 
wa .. pi esel \('e! I rom hilI hel di'l urbann' ht'lIl'al h lilt' whhlt'<I ~llllalt' 01 thl' Ila( k \\ a~. It W,I\ 110llt'l hl'lt·~, ( It,<t l 
Ih,lI hellt'alh 11I('II-.ltl...\\<I\, .11 .. poinl.uOlmel 16 1I1.lnllll 11\ lelmin.d, tht' diuh tllllll'<I, roughlY .11 IIg-hl.lI1gll'" 
011\11 a S~ .. -;..J \\" <lh~n11lenl. II «()Illinued !til ;11 lea .. 1 a lunht'l 12 III ill Ihi~ direuion, being uh"l'ned "g.lin in 
,I hlllhf'1 ~('(ti()11 (tlt .. um .... Ihe Ira(kw,,, ( ~ig. 10, ,('(linl1 ':.!H). It W,I' nut. hOWt'\('I, ob~en'ecl bnond Ihi ~ POIl1I 
.lIlel 110 I r;lH' of H Ot"(IIII{'(1 in the :'IJ\\' 1);111 ullhe ,ilt,. ~n il 111,1\ ('Hhl'l (onlinUl' along lht, aIiK"Tl1t'l1l of Iht' 

II;uk",l\, pl'lhap' lenninallng below ii, III ((1111 S 
two "l'(II01I" "ere l"Xt.l\illed aero'" dllth 7:\2, ()Ilt' "hell' II lut tht, '\. ed).!;e" 01 ditch 72·1. and Ollt' vdWlt, II 

(lll tht, S I"h(' lonnel. ... ('(lIon n, giH .... lilt' dt'.l1<: .. t pic lurt' of Jilt' timh (Fig. 9). Ihe dll(h ""i'" ItHl/o(hh .\ 
.. h.ljlt'd in 'l'lllnn wit II .. It"t'pl, sloping .. ult, ... 1\ 111(".I"l\lt,<I 1.1l1! 111. ""Ici(' <mel O.9{l Ill. <ll'l'p .• l\t·ld\('I" ""l'll' 
cli"'linglli,lll'd \\lIhin II (1l:~Ii, li:i9, 640, ill! .md t-).t~) (clIls"ling of \;tri;llioll\ 01 tla\ alld ,ihHiil\,.\ Sing-It, 
micldle lIOn \gt" ,herd ,lIltl a sht'l'p bo1lt, hOlh 111 1,IHI fi:~9, hl'll' lilt' onl\- fincl<;. 
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\1thnugh it dl:JTh plc:dat<.-\ Ihl: Roman IT;lll"'.l\, tilt" chmnulog\ of the dmh is thu~ \t"n untellain I ht' 
f.ltI Ih.1t the Ruman tldl l" a\ 11M' follU\\ thl- "lI1ll' .tlignmt:lH. hm\l·\t·r. "lIg~t:\L'!o that lhe boundan In.lIlt·d 
b\ duth 7:t? mal h,I\(' mallllained it.. <;ignifitan((', .md ilia' 1101 Ix: 'en muth l"dllier than Iht"trad,,,a\ 

Du( h fi I:! rum pal alld to Iht" Roman tTacl\\;.l\. 1.5 m. to u\ . ..,., lur a (1I<;lan(e 01 appro,unateh 19 m. II UIll 

it!> IOllIlcl('clll"I1lUn.11 .11 Iht, E. tn the l'dge of Ihl' e'{i.l\i.H1on in the W II lnt',.,urcd 0_54 Ill. \\Ide and \\<\, 

n.11 Ill. dc:t'p. It:>. ... "It· ... and bil't' \\fn' gent" IOUIHJt..d i Fig. In "l'{Unli 2~)_ 
\lthough a \('(IIUlI \\,l\ Ctll thrnugh dit(h 7:\1 ,II thl: POIIII.lI \\hitllil \hould hale tllIel'<:1.tt"fl \\lIh dlldl 

61:!, no tl.IH- (III; I:! \\ .1" noted. Wllll~t 612 dcarh dCK" nnt l III 7:, I ,II thi ... pOint. there "a'!o IIU mdluuoll ('llhcl 
th,1I it \\,1' ttlt h, 7:\1 It i ... po\\lhle Imtcad Ih<11 IIwTI: "a,.1 g.lp III 612 .It 1111'1 point \\hith \\as not dl:.lrh 
Oh"t·IH'd 

Due h 7:~~) joillt'd dllth 612 to form a '1" junliioll. It ri-Ill 110111 this Junltioll \oulhward\, luning slightlh 
10 lilt· "t. ('d!(e uf the exc<I"ation in thi~ .nea. II did not. ho\\c.'\l·I', rc.'.lppealIII Ihc arca which \\.t\ exca,;ul'd to 
Ihc- ~. ollhi .... II 1II1,:.I\IIIC.'d 1.18 m. \\ide and (I.lOm. dt·t,p .lIld \\ .... filkd b, lilc same dq>mi[ (6U). '\n 
'!o11.lIi!(r,lpluc IdatlOll'lhlP \\a~ e\lilbli.,hed bel\\t-CII dilch<-'\ 7:n .l1Id ()I~ ,md II IS Iik<:h that Ih{'~ ,IT"{' 
UlIllCIlIPflI <Ir~. 

Ill(' h.tckw(l\ ,111<1 Ditch 629 

I he Llrgt"~t fe.uult' idt"ntified Ulllht- ..,ue ha!> I><',..-n IllIt"lplt·,,'d ,1\.1 Romall 11.lcl\\a) (560). It \\a.., up 10 [) III 

widt· .l1ld lall mughl} E.-\\' aClO'l'l Ihe middle of tht, "'hole .. ilt· (l'i..:!>. 2 and 3)_ rhe track \\<1 .. (1I1 to val)'ing 
(It-plh, inIU 111(" ~uh<;llatl:_ 10 thc W. it \';le; relati'l:h dl:c.:p and h.ld it cobbled sudace; to Ihe t .. , it wa\ .. haUo\\ 
and u .. t:d Iht· naluT<1llimc!itone .1<; " .. udafe (t ig. I H). ROInall ,lrtt:la(l\ \\ere retrit:\ed from tht: cobbled .. UI tllC 
in \("1tion II Jnd hnm nne of Ihe merhing litHT<; III 'c.-'(tlCln !!~ (fig. 3). \ "'l1lgle sherd or middle Iron \g<-' 
POtlt·I\. plohah" n:<itpmued. and hag-meill" of lill"d don. lIl(iucllllg hl-iquelag-c, \\ele .II')(} round III Iht' 
PIIlfl;\1\ fill of tile 1I.I(.l\\,I\_ 

\ ,IMllo\\ dillh (f.i!!9) Ian ruughh parallel to tltt' Ila(l ..... n, bt,t\\eell !! and :1 m_ to Iht, ~ uf it (f'ig\, 2 
and :i)_ I hrc<-' bur-i,l!.. \\t'le found .... ithin (hi\ clil(h. I he, 11M' hI.: Id<lIl:ci to a lurther- twO burials" <lht".I(h 
notcd. In Ihl:' (\t.c.' Ix"low 'Buriah in Ditch 629'), 

/1/1' Irm}wvo 5M). I hrel: \cctiom \\cre eXGol"llt·d .l(ross Ihe tla(k\\a~ (fig. 3). The fir"l (seuion 2H) ".1\ 
PO\lIilllwd ,\h<-'rl' [ht' (1;.I{kwa) CUI "(lOSS ditth 731. It r<-'\-e.llt'<1;t large dilt", ;-),56 m. widl" and a maXlllIUIll 
of 0.7011\, dc<-'p, (ul inlO .an area uf nalural ,alld (Fig. 10). I he 'I<i<: .. of this cui ~Ioped gentl) for around 15 
III hdmt' f.tlling quile ,hal"j)h. The flat ba\c \\;1<; 2.7 m. wiele. \ L:obbled \UI!;.lce (615) fOnsi~ling of large. 
,-uunclt"d pd1ble\ wa~ 1.lid on'r and embedded \\Ithlll J layt:1 olll.IIUlal dcl\ (7~4) on the baM" of Ihe dn(h UII 

I hi~ "ulfa(e \aril:d III thid,ness bet",ccn 0_06 ;1I1d (), Iii m .lTld (0\ <-'red ;Ill .1I(·a 2.20 Ill. \\Ide. It wa, slight" 
('<lmht·It'd SOllle of tltt' (obble\ I(Kaled IOwaHh tht, <-'dge of the \urlaCt: \ho .... ed !iigm of W('OIr, po.!>sibl), fwm 
\\ht,t:IIlHtlTlg. I he whhled SUI f<I{C "'as overlain h)' fi70 and Hil (kpuslI 670 appears to haH' slumped IIIto 
111t' dit( h follo\\ ing t'l 0\1011 of its Sf)Ulhern I:dge_ Dt'posit 61t W.I' ,I thin la\el w,t:I-ing the mbbles \\hich Ill;" 

haH' lonlled dUlifl~ the u~ of lht: Ir<ld"a\. \t·.lling bOlh the,,· depmllS and filling lhe dit(h wa\ 55:1, d IllI(l 
lolH'1 nl d,n e\ -\ih O.:W 111. lhi<-l. pmhabh depmll('d \\ hen the 1r<I(l\\<1\ lell OUI of me. The stratjgraph) \\ illllll 
,(.'<.11011 11. nil funht'l 10 the ~" neal Ihe point <It \\hi<-h the IT.\(l\\,,,\ cut.!> du(h 732, resemblt,~ that ohq-I\cd 
wllhlll Ihe fir~t 

Sc.'(UUIl ·13, nil "<lm~ the Ir<lcl\\a, Ilear the f .. edge of til(' (.· ... (a .. aIIOIl. h<l\ H'1") different (Fig. 10). IIcl"e 
thl: 1I.lllwa~ \\,l\ :J.7n Ill, widc hUI unh (J.IO nt. det'p. II .. hi.I'K" tomisted uf Ihe natUl'-allim<.-~tnne bedrcK'l 
"1IIdl.1ppl:ar .. to h.IH' lormed the '!ourfJte of Ihe mold relllmll1g Ihl' nced fm .. I cobbled ~urla{t .. It "itO; filll"fi 
h~ (j:\I,.1 \lngle clepmu of reddl!>h-blU\\ n daH·,- .. llt 

rill' /xmtflrl (ltuh f)29: Ditch 62~1 Ian roughl~ p<lI.dle! to Ihe , side of tilt: tra(l\\JY follo"ing the 'iame 
Ollt'III,III(II1, rough" foA\'. It mCiI'!ouled O,7() Ill. 111 width and \\,I'i 0.35 m. det'p (Fig_ 10 !;eO ion 43). Ihe dltlh 
did not .Ippeat In lx' wntinuous and ilia,' ha\c heen '>t.'KIIl(·llIt'd, although it i'i possible that in areas ",ht·re.· 
Ihe cilu.h 1\ not ,j'ubl(-' Ihere ma~ h.ne been .1 glcalcr deglet· 01 tTUIlGlliuII, I he ditch was filled bv a ~inKIt' 
depmlt (!illS) a )t'lluwi~h-brown "'lnd~-!lih. 111CIC \\<1\ no c"dt'I1«' (() dale Ihi .. ditch" though the fact that Il 

f()lIo"" thc nlunt' uf Ihe Roman trackwa\- so doo,eh' \uggesl .. that Ihe twO m.IY be roughly c:omempol"ill"}. 

BUI ial!ol in Ditch 629 and Related Burial\ 

J1n<.'t" ;'Idull IIlhUm<lIlOIl'i \\er{' found placed.1t intt'nal\ alollg ciuc;h 629 (Fig. :i). Skelelon 207, an <1rticul.lIed 
m.III:, plobab"W-50 \ear!i old la\ funheSII() tht· t .. Skel<.-lnl1 1),-)9, a femalt" prob<1bh 30-·10 ,ears old, I,,~ al 
Ihe POll1t where du(h 629 cuts across ciill.h 7:i2. hllther to til(" \\ , hUTi<11 ;)77. ,I 24-25 yeal old male, I .. , 11(". 11 

burial Iii I .11 the pnint hhere dilch 629 cut atlm, cht(h 7:\1 '0 Kra\t' nil' i<u Ihest: burials wele idellufi('d 
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.md II I' pt,,\iblc th,H Ihe\ \\ere in..ened mteJ the ditch \\ hen it \\a.~ unh panidlh filled. Slilte the\ all Ill' \\ Ilhlll 
the ~ame 11IIC'.!r duth it i~ not 'iurpnsing that the\ dU" .111 aligned 1II11~hh L-W I\\'o further buriah. 6i1 and 
:1;.1. .... 11I(h lit' nUhld(' Ihe ditlh 10 iL'~ . .li<.u 'ihan~ Ihi'l alignment. Huriaillii. the inhulllatlnn HI.I 'imgk 
.lItltulalCci titild, 'Ad" tUI il1lo Ihe upper fill of dlllh n I d \hon d"tall(l' '\\. of burial .') ii. 'A·jth 'A hie h II m,t\ 
ha\e 1x"t:11 •• ~'oOCialed Burial 5;", Ihe mhum.\lJ()J1 (If •• pwbabh ft'm .. l1e adult la\ furthel to Ihe , .. and \\<b 

tlll lOW Ihl' t'nd of dll(h 7~2 AlIlhe buriah ,\fore "Uplllt' 

1'(hl-nwc1it'\'.II.IW\u\ \\~ repn:~ll[ed b\-' I\\U buundan dlld1{'" -l~1 and /36 (Fi~, 2), Ditch 522 .... d..', IUl • .ned 111 
Ihe l'X-1l t'mt' W. end (lfille' sitl'; dudl 736 at Ihe ~., end. Ill(: ", end of ditth 736 .Ippears 10 hd\C been lnilltaled 
I\oth dilche!l v. ere ilhgn('d :\J.-S. 1l1t'!atC!i1 le.Hull's idcnlifil'd wlthill till' Sill' wt:rc v.het"i rUb orientated t\W-Sr: 
III the', .tr(' •• of the 'lit.' (Fig. 2), ,\!though und<lu.-d. lilt, I UI .. art' Ii~t'h to be oI19Ih-cC'ntun dale. 

L ndalCd Ditch ,'):ti 
I h(' t . ed)i!;l' 0 1 pil :l:m within Pil Croup 2 .tnd its lIppt:1 fill \\erl' p;lltiJ.lI~ Inmt.Hcd b) a linear dUlh 01 gull\.­
.13:1 ont'IlI'1Il'd ~.-S (Fig. i). ' rhi"dilch mei:,.,ured O.ifim, \Iidl' and onh O.Oi m. cleep. II .... a~ fillecl ~n d'iingle 
undalt:d cil-po~u .332, tOmlstlllg nl a brown .,and\--~ih, I hl' ditth Il'maim IICll' un" partialh ob!tCf\l·d in tht' 
S. t'nd ollhe ~ite ,wei II is likd) thai ,ignifit.lIlt trunt.llioll has It.''iulted in the Il'mo\t11 of llIo ... t of the ditch. 

THE ARTEFACTS 

IIi E :\FOLlTIlIC PO ITERY by ALlST.\IR B.\RCLW 

lour (Ollln.IS In t\\() piiS ol'tree-Ihro", holt'\ III PII (,roup:l (5HH and :)99 in pit 5~i, and 619 ;lnd 620 
III pil (lIN) prodmcd a total of 55 sherd\ (29:) g.) of earlier 't'oluhic pOIH:n repreM:lllmg a IOlllimulll 
of fI\{' \l',,,d,. rhe relationship het\\ecn thi, pOUt'1 ~ .mel the pu" III \\ hich It was f{Hlnd IS uncerl<UI1 (s('c 
<Ibme. 1l1e "J('olithi(). \\,hih! it is clear thai alle<l\t ~lIne 01'111(." pouen III pit587 has been reelcpo!lited. 
and Ihe '<lmt' l1la~ bt' tnae 01 pil 61~, '-I ,Irongel (';I\e can he made for regarchng thc l'llter I'll as 

'eollthl( III dalt'. 

IABLr QlJAN'l IFICAI ION OF NH)I.lIIIICI'Onl·.R\ 1\\ CON'I·r.X·' 

fi-fllure CO/l/r.d hlhru Q1W1IltI.l' (;o.la[ogu, .vv, 

Pit 5H7 588 51 I. 2fig 1-2 

Pit :187 599 SI 26. 121g 3~1 

I'll fi I H 619 SI 12. :l3g. 

I'll (i I M 620 CI. SI 1:1. 115g. 5-6 

lot.tl 55. 29:-'g. 

Fahnn. hmlK (1m/ .\urf(l(e Trelltmf'Plt 

't.· .. rh .tll uf Ihe ~herd., i.lre nMllufatHtred hom i.l demt·. t I mhed .,hell·filled rabric (~I). Illi') I~ pc.' uf fi.lbl·i, 1\ 
\el, th"'lOIClt'n"'lic- of earl) :-.<eohthit ccramio. in the l PIX'I Th'IIl1C~ 'lIe<l, c~peci<llh on the gra\e1!1 .• lOci mml 
lHltably from .,ites ~u(h it') lhe .\bmgdon G:llI<,ewa,t.·d (:'1I(\O!llll"e. 1 ( he onl~ exceplion is a small [UP thill 
,Ippeal' In h;l\e been nMde from unprepared (II modified tia,. I hi'll fabrit «: I) con13111') \'el)' fine t.IIc"l"cou<; 
IIltltler (~)ml' nu more Ihan 0.1 mm. in Si/('), ... orne qUi.tlll ~Ind. I art" large fragments of limt"'ilone and p<'!lsibl, 
fO!lsJi !lht"lI. \1(lSl (If the materi.alls fired to .111 oxidi\{'(l hl()\\11 01" "cllo\\ ish -brown, usualh with an ulloxidisecl 
dark glt:')' LO bla(k ((ne, Some 'iulfaces lIlay hine bet'n .,nu>Olhed but none had heen burnished 

I 0 .1'. \\,illli:lrn ... ' I'l'trological Antllysi., (If Potter)', III \I\vcr), ' I he 'COlilhlC C<luSt:\\ilyed lnliosure, 
\bingdoll'.111 1I.j , (:.IM' and .\.\\ R. \\'hmle (t'cis.). Sfuinnnit Pallt'nl\ m tJll' O\jord Rtgum: rVa1.'Ot;OTl\ at Ihi 
-fbmgdrm (;/ltN'Ulflltd I-.tulo~"rl' oml Olhn SUt'1 {CR,\ Rc,(:;lrch Rep . 1·1. 19M2}. 3:\-5. 
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hn7'L\ llllli On uWimn 

nit .. ,mall .'''''C.·lIlbldgt: con win .. a r.mgc (If \e5<,t>I!> Ih.1I mdudcs it l1umlx'r of bo~ b \\-"h eilhf'T '''mple (51. rolll·d 
el) or .. lighl" rounded ,md l'xpanded ,irm (I and I). Onl· nm (I) I' dewraled ",uh hallo'" IIlci~d lim'" 
·nll're , .. al\<I a l.lrinau:d .. houlder (2) from.1 H>lau\d~ 1,IrHc fint''''dll' b()\d, \\hich could, from il'i .Ippearall<t', 
lx'lonK ",ilh cHhl'l rim 1 01 :l One furthcl \(.· ... \(;I i .. a (t,p (ll) thai IhI\ IInmual decoration. \\'h;ll appear .. to 1)(" 
.1 plIldlt'd pdlet 1)1' I)() .... ",uh a ct'mralllldcmauoll OHlII .. on ()Ill .. ,dt..· of the H'~I near l() an old break. 
Runnlllg up tu Ih, .. pellet al '1Il oblique anglt· aTl: 1"'''I>dI.IUd shallo" Krome. rhe po<;ition of Iht'''< line\ 111 
,d.illon to d14..' pelll·t ~uKgc .. t .. thai the, "tHo an inlelltiulI'.t1 pan of til(' d,xorallH' \theme. Llllilllunatel) not 
enough ofthl' \e"'iel,ur.ivc .. 10 sho" "helhcl. (If tHm. till' paltt'ln \\as repeated around the I)(xly. 

[),\rrL\.\U)1/ 

1 he .l~o,cmhl.l~l' l'Ul Ix· wmparcd with l'arh 'eolitlu( POlll'Tl found on <.1 number of sites in the COl'l\\olcl\ 
<lnclfmlll till: l ppl'l -I hame~ gr,lvels. 1 hl' dl'corawd rillll'lIl be paralleled wnh iln example round wilhin Olll' 

uf the quart, ciit(hl''' al Ihl' 11 .lIleLOIl Nmth long (aim.:! while till' (-UP limn Gill be paralleled wilh one frolll 
.1 ch,lmi>el (it-pmil althe .. "Itll' \ue.3 .\ (liP from till' lung (;:.irn .U l pper Swell is al'i() similal',4 ",Iule bowls ~uh 
IWa\ll'r rim\ WlIll' from hfurd"' and from oULSide tttt: r;.lng·" \ten portal dolmt'n al Ro llright. r• Ho\\e't'r, the 
(UP with Ih .Ipph(·d pellet I't more ullusu,li dnd cellalllh "ilhulit ~nown parallel 11\ the Lpper Thames Jnd 
pt·lhap .. in 'ooulheln Engl.md. 

CatalQKlU' oj Il/u\lmll'd Shl'l'd, (fIg. II) 

I - Cuntext ;;~H. Fablll SI ROllnded expanded lim (6g) dcc.orJI('<i ","h II1ci\ed line .. , Colour blal~ 
IhlOUghoul C;(lIIdltlon fail 
~ - C()I1text .')X~. Fabl"jc S I Iwo rcfitiinK .. houlder .. h('III .. (1·lg) from a finewarl'!x)\,I. Colour' ext. lello",ish­
blown; (Olt· I{l'n, illl, bm\\11 Condillun wurn , 
:1 - Context -)~)CJ. Fabril SI Simple ~lighlh rolled rim (H~) from .1 Iwd,ed or \Jmuldered 1>0"1. Colour· ext 
~dlo"ish-hm\\n; lure blal~. Int. \-ello .... i .. h-blO\\n. (:llIIciili(1Il \\(un 
1- COlllnl 5!~). f.llmc SI SlInplc rim (~·Ig). (:010111. l'X1, bro .... n; lOle" and int. black. Condition fall· 
S Contt·,..t H20. fabl·jf SI Simple rilll. Colour· ('XI, \cllowi .. h-blO .... n; Wll' grey; int. }'cllo",i .. h-brown. 
Condilloll \\01 n , 
(i COlltl'xt 6~O. Fabric (, I. Refitung shcrd~ rrol11 a ~Impfe cup (5~g) lhoi! hiLS been d~'(orated ..... ith a prnched pellet 
.In(1 pc .... ,ihll· ,h.\llow gf()(I\("'. (;()Iour: yellm\oi ... h-hro"n thl()t'ghout ~Ilh hl.l(L:neci .Irea. Condition worn. 

I liE LAI ~. R PREIIISTORIC. ROMAN AND IArER POITERY by KAYT BROWN 

I he aS3embl.lge 01 later prehlstori{ pOlleq ,,11 Steeple\.l.ton wO'oi'iled of686 'iherds weighing i527 g. 
01 whic.h :l9 'oherd'i (N9 g.) wel'e rt'«()vclcd from elHllonmelll.t1 sioimple processing. rhe material 
lIldudes diagnmll( p,etes "fboth earl) and middle Iron Age date, although some shereh can be diolted 
on I) to the ('all\- or middle Il'On Age. In ttddition. eight Roman sll(' rd ... "(·rt..' recovered. Illc~e in(ilukd 
on(' .. herd of Oxford {olour-coated \\,11'(' and an oxidised f1"Ron neck whifh. although <Illite abraded. 
c:ould abo Ix: an Oxford product. Ill(' remaining Roman sherd ... are in oxidl"Cd and reduced san<h 
1.lbric .... prc'oulll.lhh or lo,al origin. ,\ohic:h (an onh be,' assigned ,I broad Roman dale spanning the 1"1 -
lilt fenlurie .. \1). fhe post-Roman nMtC.'lialm<iudl· ... l .. ingle lale Saxon or car" medie\".tl sherd. the 
degree oLlhra .. ion ofwhi<h would suggest it i .. rt'\lciu;l1. A \11('1'(101 Red f.anhcl1ware. daled AD 15HO-
17':'0, Glrne from the .. amt· (Onlexl. ,\ single sht'rd of Pearl wilrc with blue shelled rim decoration 
d.ll.tble to thl' ear"- 191h u:ntur) Wd\ <II\<) recOlel('{t 

'1 I.E ~mith and T( Lhn'llI. 'The PI('hiSloric POU('IY' , in _\ ~.l\llle,lIazJt.tlJn North, GIoII(f~t'nh'rt. 
/tJ79.82: TIlt /- '((lIl¥l.ilfm oj a Xtolithtc {bilK (.'oml oj tht< (;(Jilu'f1Idl-.\n'rnJ Group (Eng. lI erilage Archaeol. 
Rep. 13, I 99(). 116. Fig. f57::12 . 

., Ihie\. Fig, 1 :'7:33. 
1 I" \ . h.ill IIl'S .md 1.11 I mig-worth, (;(llll/O{fIJe vJ Ihl' FV(ll'okd Prehnionf and Rf1numo-Bril"~11 :\talmal UI {hI' 

(;trl'IIu'rli C(Jllttllfm (19HS). 110. 
Ibid , 109. 

h 1(.. I)a"ill. 'nle '\l'ohth" and BrOllle Agl' PUlI("T)·, in (; Lllnhrid., Tilt Rf1ilnght '\/o,uJ. MtKabth,. 
\f(mIW1nlil (J1lfl.\,ttlnntnlm {ht Prthutonc I.(md~ta/N (f-nK. lIeritagc \I chaeol. Rep. 6. I 98S). 91. Fig. 62:1-:1. 
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Illl' I.\\(.'f prehi!'>loric assemblage is III rt'lati\ch good c:onditinn J here is lillIe evidcnc:c ofiea(hing 
ilnd "'lUttU' pre~n.ttion is gencn.llh g()(xl. Wilh bolh bumi~hing and cad:)()Ilised re ... idue WTVIVlIlg, 

J he aH'J,tge ... ht'ul weight i~ Jig. l\H:'IlI~ .t1lree {('alurt's produ«.'d pollel) of which 16 were pit fill, 
f1able"l 5·X). Shercl~ .... cre also n:cuYel-ed from I\\() po'ilholes. a <l1I(h fill, one of the burial ... and from 
Iht' '1I,ld.\\;I,,· 'iurL.ul' (Iable X). 

hall/II' 

flit :;--19 

101.\1 

hwllllf 

Pit 5:~1 

PI! (liM 

l'il6H9 

I'll 706 

10111 

1.\1111 : .. QI "I HI( \110' OIIRO' .\(;t pon IRY 1'1'11 (,ROLl'I 8\ 
F.\IIRIC "ll CO, 11'1 

(;rmtl'x/ 

:;t7 
5·1H 

5--10 
511 

2. 23g. 

I. Ilg. 

2. :lg. 
1. 2g. 

:I. I:lg. 

2. 13g. 

~. 23g. 9. --lig. 

:,2. 11Ig 10. gOg. 
I. 11g 20. 506g. 9, 100g. 

2. 17g 
II . 200g. 2. I :lg 

12. I06K. 

I. :lg. 

:1. :llg. I:,. H:llg I. 27g. 
H. 20Jjg. 

IX. 273g. 121. 2129g. 2n. 217g. 

I\BU 6 QLA' 111·lt \110'\ OF IRO,\ \(.F.I'OI I F.R) 1,\ PI 1 CROL I)~ B\ 
t\IlRI< "I) CO" f X I 

(."01111'.'1;/ 

. ,)2H 
fiSO 

:>27 
647 
61H 

H79 
liM I 

690 
691 
692 
701 

()96 

707 
708 
725 

l.S2 

1. II~. 

5. :Jig. 

6. ;)tg. 

I. 22g. 
I. 4Hg. 

S5 

I I. iOg. 

H. 12g. M. :IHg. 
i. 2·lg. 

109. :I. 2Hg. 

I. 12g 

\S2 

2, 26g . 
I. 2g. 

I. 24g. 

I, 21g. 

(;2 

I. 199. 

2·1. 12g. 2. 13g. 
:\~I, 3':>Og. 

!l7. 161:lg. 
I. IMg. 

II. 16g. 

:17. 23Hg. 
H. :l9g. 
:1. log 2. 17g. 

II. 92g 2 .... 1, 2i95g. fi SSg. :1. :l2g. 

\2 

I. 12g. 
2. 20g, 

~. 110g 
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fABU i Ql" llH( AT10' Of IRO' \t.~ 1'01"1 FRY I' PI r (,ROll':1 BI 
FIBRJ(' AXil CO, I t:-d 

Ffaturf Contf';(f 

LS2 53 AS2 C2 

I'll 5~7 5~~ :12. 79g. 
.:,89 26 • I [,OK. 7. 109. 

I'll 688 687 7. 21g. 

Pit 702 705 26. 15:lg. II. (ilg. 

Pit 730 714 ·1. :lg. 

J<HAL 91. lO:lg. 7. 109. 13. fi4g. 

I \IILE 8. Ql "llfICIIIOX OJ- IRO' A(;~ I'OTT E.RY 1,0 I m.R CO, I EX rs BI 
FIBRIL .\" IJ UJ'l EX I 

"'f'oturf C'o1111'Xl 

\3 l.S2 S'':l 55 .\52 C2 

Ditch 724 625 3. :Ig. 

Posthole 5H2 6:19 II. 23g. 

l'o<;lholt" 55M 5;-)9 I. 7g. 76. 963g. 

J l'<lckw;'l) !:I60 65~ I. 29g. 

SkelelOn 577 577 I. :Hg. 

10 1/-11. I. 7g. 80. 995g. 12, 57g. 

Melhodology 

.\2 

2. 3g. 

2. 5g. 

A2 

I he poue!") ',a.s examined mino'o("opicalh (x20) to disungllish rabrlcs. ane!lhe quanti!, of eilch fab, i( in e<t(h 
wntext \\01<; quanlilicd b} the number of ll h('re!<; (,"OSf!) ::1I1d ,",cighlol he potier" "as recorded lI';lIlg the 
<;)Slem eSLabli-;hcd b" the OAL 101· the reLOH1IIIg of Iron Age ,me! Roman sites ",·ithin OxfOrdshin·. Vessel 
numbers hcre recorded by rim tOlllll, ane! <haraClCl"isli(S such al> decoratioll, filing cundHions and eddence 
r()l use (SUi h as Ihe pre'tence of 'tooling Oil the eXlcrior of .,hercls and internal tarboni't{'d t esidues) ,",cre also 
relOrded. 

Fabrit ami Form 
I he rabrioi ..... ere rt.'1:on.led b;. major IIlclu~i(ln types and coarsene .... The predominant indusion t)pes \\ere 
huge coarse fossil sheU (S). follm .. cd In sand (. \ ), IimeslOnc (L) and calcareous grit (C). Some fabrics contained 
more than one or lhese mciu<oion t) pes in combination. Cnarllcness \\as rc(·o rdc:d on a scale of 1-5 '"' here I is 
fine and 5 warse. Due to the small size 01 the assemblage and the relmivdv small sherd sizes the fabric.: 
groupings are quile broad. wilh a lOlal or '\e\ cn groups being idenlilicd: 

S5 A !.oh .md friable fabric. Common coar .. e shell \\ as the on1) inclusion visible 
AS2 Modcrille lO (ommon amount of sub-angular qU'lrll grains (0.25-1.0 mm). moderatl' shell (> 1.0 mill ) 
\2 Common. sub-angular quartz grains (0.25-1.0 mill ) 
\..'\ \Ioderate to Willmon sub-angular qUilll! grain<; (0.25-1.0 rnm). rare hllge (>:~ mm) gravel \hhough 

no !.hcll is visible in breaks. some leaching is \isiblc on surrau.· .. 
S,\:~ Moderate shell (1-3.0 mill). occasional limestone indusiom 
1..52 Moderale 10 common lime:;tone (I-:U) mm). (x(,;;l~ional ~ub-<lngulal" .. ,mel 
C2 Common sub-angular (akareOliS grus (0.25-1.0 Illlll) .md 1,lre shell (I.O-~\.O mill). 



182 S. COOK AND C. HAYDEN ET t\L. 

AJllhe r..brics arc handmade and the majority of the sherds di~play evidence of irregular firing conditions. 
with mouled oxidised and reduced patches on the surfaces. indicative of bonfire or damp firing. Shell 
tempered fabrics "ere dominant. although the quantity and size of the shell inclusions varied cOIl.;;iclerabl). 
with the majority' ofsherds being quile coarsely tempered. Fabric 55 comprised 81.6% by count, 84.7% by 
weighl. of the potlerv. 

Onl,. 30 vessels were recorded by rim count. and few of these could be assigned to specific fOl'ms with 
cenailll) uwi.ng to the gellerall) small ~i7.e of the sherds. A number of characteristically early fOl'ms are 
present, such as twO well-defined shouldcr sherds and a single body shel·d and three rims with fingertip 
decoration. The two shoulder sherds occur in the same finer fabrit as the later material, and the fingertip 
decol·aled material is in fablic 55 (coarse shell). Middle Iron Age forms arc rcpresemcd by jars or bowls, 
parucularly round-shouldered jars, with rims of rdativel), simple foml, these being generally upl"igbt and 
squared or f1altened and extemally lhickt:ned. The number uf fe;lIlJl"t~d sherds was low and vel")' f~w profiles 
slIl·vivcd sufTiciellily LO allow the development ofa form series. Use ofvesscls was indicated by a number of 
sherds which displayed carb~1l1ised residues adhering tu the interiol surface, and a smaller number nf'she,·ds 
which displayed sooting on the exterior. 

DecoratIOn and Sur/ace Trealml'11f 

Rim sherds from pil fills 539. 557 and 692 displayed fingertipping on the rim and a bod),-sherd from fill 725 
<1150 appeared to have fingertip decoration . Bumishing was presclll on hOlh the exterior ,md occasionally on 
the intel'ior of a number of vessels ahhough confined 10 those in the finer !ihelly/sand) fabric. sllch as the 
jl:lrlbowl~ in pilS 583 and 519. Wiping of both extenUll and internal surfm.:cs was evidcm on a number of 
sherds. 

Calalogue of I/IlLIlraled Sherr,", (Fig. } 2) 

Due to the poor survival of featured sherds, it \Vas n01 felt that full illustration of the ,'essels wOllld add an} 
further information to the basic rim profiles in Fig. 12. The plOfilc!; thus illustrated are described below: 

1 - Context 725. Fahric S5!EIA Body sherd with fingertip impressions. Oxidised sudan:s and reduced COIC. 

2 - Context 725. Fabric S5/EtA. llllemall) expanded rim. IrTt'b'l.tlarly fired. Some leaching on surfaces and 
tJ·aces of carbonised residue on eXlerior surface. 
:$ - Contexl 692. Fabric S5/ EIA. Externally expanded lind !lall{'ned rim. Irregulady fil'ed. Faint traces of' 
wiping on exterior. 
I - Context 692. Fabric S5/ELA. Rim wit.h fingertip impressions nn top. Irregulady fired. 
5 - COlllcxl 691. Fabric S5/EIA. Externally expanded rim with oblique fingenip decol"<lliol1 011 top of rim. 
Fabric "cdllced thl"OughouL 
6 - COlllcxt691. Fabric S5/ElA. Internally lind externally expilnded rim. Irregularl), fired. 
7 - Contcxl 690. Fabric SA2J~:IA-MIA. Plain rim of round bodied jar. Fabric reduced lhmughoul. 
~ - Context 681. Fabric AS2/EIA-MIA. Intcrnally expanded rim. Some leaching \"isible on eXlerior surfat:e 
and traces of carbonised residues un interior surfact'. 
9 - Conlexl 681. Fabric AS2/EIA-MIA. lntcI"Ilally expanded rim. I rrcgularly fired 
10 - Context 527. Fabric LS2/MIA? Flattcned, slightl~ everted lim. Irrcgularl)' fired. 
II - Context 527. Fabric AS2/MIA~ Plain, flattened rim. Reduced surfaces, Some leaching on exterior slIrJacc. 
12 - Context 648. Fabric SA3/M IA. Slightl) thickened, everted rim of round bodied jar. Irregularly fired. 
Burnished exterior surface. 
13 - Conte)"l 584. Fabric AS2/~11A. Vpright plain I·i lll of round bodies jarlbowl. Irregularl\ fired. Burnished 
eXlerior surface. 
14 - COlHexl 540. Fabric S5{M1A. Externally thickened and flattened rim ofa shouldercdjar/bowl. Irregularh 
fired with reduced ,lI1d wiped interior surface with carbonised residues. Leaching on exterior SII1'HKe. 
15 - Context 504. Fabric AS2/M IA. Slighlly out-tur"ned rim of round shouldered jarlbowl. Inegularl)' fired 
surfaces. VCI")' faint traces of burnishing on exteriOI stu·face. 
16 - Context 547. Fabric AS2/MIA. Plain flattened rim, Irregularl) Jired. Burnishing 011 exterior surface. 
17 - COlllCXl 54R. Fabric A3/MIA. Slightly evened plain rim of round shouldered bowl. IlTegulally fired. 
Wipcd interior and burnished eXlerior surrace. 
18 - COl'ltext 503. Fabric SA3/MIA. Externally thickcned and flattcned rim of high shouldered ve!j~el. possibly 
a jar. I rrcgularly fired . Traces of burnishing on exterior surface. 
19 - Context 503. Fabric A.1/M IA. Plain upl·ighl rim . Oxidised surfaces. 
20 - Context 509, Fabric S5/MIA. Slightly evcl·tcd rim of shouldered jar/bowl. I rregularly fired. 
21 - Contexl 509. F'lbric S5/M IA. Flaltened rim. Oxidlsed exterior surface, reduced core and interior stll{acc. 
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Fig. 12. I ron Age pOllet) rim profiles. 
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l nfmaunaleh lht' .. m.tl! 'Mt: of tht· <I"o,embbgt·. hoth mt'rall and at lh(' It'\el of mdi\ Idual realll! t· . hmilt'd tht· 
pOIt'nu,,1 01 tlu' lll'ltt·ll.d Ii:>r detililt·d .. nah .. i .. , .\Ithough thrt't' 'pati.t1 gwups of Iron ,\ge pm~ \\t'rt' idenlified~ 
H'" IlInned chronniugllal difl('lellUatloll W.1 .. Ob"'(TH·d Ix·tween Iht, groups, ailimugh a IlUIIl!x'1 of blo<ld 

Ilene!.. W('lt; nOled lilt" Group I pit .. (ol\wininj.( pOllcn (519. ;;52 . .165, 583) prcxluu'd midd1t: Irnn \gc fnllm 
III a .... idt,! !.IIl!1;t' of f.lbl it'l than III lht' mht'!" glHUp" p.llItt- 5-7). " 'lthm Pn Group 2. pit., j:~9. !;7X. fiXn .lIld 
iCH) all I" odmcd t IliIl.\( U'I131ilalh t';11 h IlUn \)I;t· 1m Ill ... I'u 5 :\ I. hn .... e\t'r. lont.UIlt'd a disunt II\t· 1I11ddlt- Iron 
\gt· hum III II .... t:HlI1d.ln fill (fi·IX ) .mel t·.11 h Iron -\gt· .. ht·l(h III thl" It·.IHne \"('u' preslIlllabh H.'depositt'(L 
~(I ft·<tllllt·cI .. hl'nh \\('Il" rt,(·O\t·ll'd hOI1l pit .. :,:\1) and tl~l:\ "I from PH Group :l. ,\ numht'l of "(<111('1('(1 
k.HIIll·" .1(11, .... lh(· "lit' "hn ploduu'd ('illh lillm .. , (:llIulllllogn.11 cli .. llIltliull"l an: ha,cd plt"dClmini.l1lll~ Oil 
Imlll lalht'l than labile, ohing til tht· "IillUlillll\ 01 both ealh and middle Irnn\~l' fablit ... It h .... bC:t'll 
.. 1Ij.1;gt, .. lt·d Ih.1l .1 111111111111111 of 2,j<l() ,hclcl~ I .. Ic"qulrcd 101 ;I "I,tli~I'«" .IS"lCSSI11<:nl of the (bllllg 01 rCiitull"'.­

\t Sll't'plt- ,\3101l, \\llh unl) pi~ 519, 5M3, mw .\IId 7n2 PIOtiU(IIlg" 1Il00('lhan 25 sh('rcls and. wilhin the",', only 
pil" !i 19 and I)HO pmdlH.:ing iudi,itiualwl1lcxl" wilh 0\(,'1 :.!:l ~ht.'lcI .. , flO further <lII,dysi\ W<l~ wmuiered ,ialll!'. 
\IOit'()\t·t. Iht'll' .... ·.1' Ill) Illternal ph .... il1g-..... 1111 It'lillion,lllp" ht'IWl't'll tht'!eatlllt'''1 ((Iuld Ix: C .. I.lhli .. lled. hilh 
tht· t.'Xtl·PIIO\l of I'll '-,65. whil'h tut rill(h 7:\ I I hl' POllt'I' cltTi\cd Inun Ihe pnXt''',lng of t'I1\'irnI1IlWllt.ll 
'.Implt· ... (oillprisc.:d tht· ... lme rangt· ofmatt'II.II.I"lh<u H'(lI\t'I('d h, h"nd t'XCa\iUIIIII 

\hhough limited b~ the .. mall 'Ill' 01 Iht .Iw:mbl<tgt· .1IIt! Ihe lac J... 01 featured .. herds. tltt· \I('('plt hi 011 
.1 .... t·lllhlagt· dl"plo1\., tht· geller;}1 ,!taranel i"li( .. of <Ill (·ad,· midclk· 1 ron \ge as .. cmblilgt' Ii om , of Iht, 
I h'II11(''' \·.lllt·\. I·ht· pIlllef\' all.lpP(·ar'l If) ht·lot.ll in nllglll, \\llh .111Ihl· nc("t'''s.ll} miltl'rial~ iI\,Ul.lblt·II(11l1 tilt, 

I()(<.II JUI.I .. "'( IIntt: .. tullC". \ high proportion of .. hl'lh 100hlln .... 01 .. It"(()Ided .U Rollnght .... ht·lc Ihl' \ilC.11 
Iimt:"lont' , .. Ihoughl 10 .ItCUUllt lUI the indll .. lol1\ III /'!fYI{ ollht· hfln\I-.W POIIl'r'.!' Coarse sllt'll tt:I1lPt.'IIUg I .. 
gellt'r,dh (IIll\ielel"t'd 101')(: <.I char,I(I('mlic of Ihe t'arh Inll' \gc 111 ,hl' lpP('1 I hallie .. \ 'alle}. IIOW"e\{'I, Ilil' 
hO!llogt'lwil\ of filbm ~ and iac-k oflt';:ullrt:d ,lInd ... 1I SIl"q>lt' \."!(I\1 IIl.1h·s am di\linlllUIl h\ p('llnd Oil lill)l it 
nllt·n<.l \('1 \ <linindl I ht'l e is plnbab" .111 unqu,lIIllri.lhk P""I u'l1t.agt' uf m.Heri.allhat i, eal h Iron \gt' III 11.11(' 
\\ hl(h t.mllol Ix: ddint'd on the il<l"ll" uffabl it ... 110nt· Tht· prt· ... l·me nil hillanCI i,tit earh' I mn\,.;t· rOml" .. lit II 
.1' H· .... (·I .. W IIh .. h<.ll ph delim'd .,llOulder .... 11llel nalh .mel ('Xlt'l nalh t'xIMndt:d rim ... mel dt·tlll.loHn "Ut h .... 
linJ{ellippin}; wmbim'd wilh emu , .... shell-lell1pt'llIIg . .!IlIKKt·"., .1Il t',11 h I IOn .\ge dale lur fcatlll t· .. 6H9 anel i()h 
;Inc! pm .. ibh a)<.(1 pil" ~d~ OIlId 67X. ;llIm 1)11 Gmllil 2, Pn .... ihh car" lIOn .\gc for-ms \\elt' ill't() fmlnd in Iht· lill 
n.19) 01 pmlholl' .351't wllt"rc. h(I\\l'\CI".lhe, .I!(·lil..t'h In ha\(,' bl'l'n n·dej)o'iited. In wntra<;t.lht·lhickcnt·cI OJ 

t'\t'lIt'eI run .. , and tht· n(tUl"reIlCt· of lint'l ",IIl(h ,mel ,Iwll-h:mpt·u·cl 1<lhrics in glohulal 1>0\\1,. ()(<ISIIIIJ.llh 
hmnisht'd «llong,ulc: lilt' conlinllt'd mc of «MI 'e shl'll 1('IIIPl'l (.t! 111<1((" i.II). would indit<.ll(, it IIl1Clclle Iron \1-\(' 
d.lle fOI lltt' I (' lllOlindt"1 of Ihe as'(·lI1bl<lg(' .. \ \111111,11 "lIl1,IIIOIl \\'a~ oh"('1 n'd at the ne.nhy sitt.' of CIYlIlptOl1 Pall.. 
,,1"'1"(' Bumh arguc' 111011 the lI!o(' of shdltclllpt'lillg nt't'clllOI .11IlOIll'HICillI, IIldkiill' ,\11 (';111) lIOn \gt' dillt,.~1 
(hi .. 1'"'I(lilioll appl"'u'l In COllllllllt· III 1I\e 110111 Ihl' calh Iron ,\gt' illtn Ihe middle lron\gt' 10 ,hl' Ilonh of 

III(" I h.llllt·~ \allt'" .1I1e! it nlmp,u .. hlt- ~itll.tIlOI1 (all ht· ohwnt'clill i1 .. \t'll1hlage~ III .. muh \\·<II .... i(l..~hllt·. 1m 
t·x.lI11pll' al '\.lIlhUI\ Lllnp,lII 111111 .. i, Ihl' til .. (· tht'n Ihl' St!"q>Jt· \.'((111 ;1~'('lllhl.lgt' appear .. tu 11iI\'(,' 1II00t' 111 
nnnmoll WHit tht· .. (· '11('''. r<.lthl·l Ih.1I1 wilh olltt'l middle !tnll .\j.I;t· .1'~l"Il1hlagt'''1 .... ithin tile lppt'l I h'lll1t·~ 
\.111(" h ht'H' Ih""lt' "dt'<lrer t:\lden(e for th(· It'ploltl'll1l'lII of tlMI'C .. hcll tt'lllpt.'rin)t" .... ilb lin""1 l.t1t<lrtom <\lui 
.. ,mel (t'lIIl>t'I""d fabl ie .. , .1 .. for ex.unpll: ,II \.. .. 11, ill(' F.11 IllIKII. I• W.Ill-III .. 1-.... m. '\0IIhI1l00l 1:i <lnd \",11"111011 .11 

7 l'rl'ili"lolJ( Ct:I,lllIi(" R('~eaHh Croup. 
}o L .II11l.l1itl... up. nt note fl. ~n" P BIK)th. Ill(' (run ,\.,;t' I)Ollt·I"\ ' III C. CrnpP('1 et ,d,. 1 ht, ~Xt;l\ilIiOn 

01 Iron \g(' .mel \ledtt'\.d FealUl't'" al (;hmllinn 1).111... (hhllcl.,hirt'·. ():mmnNtl.IXli (199i), 101·7. 
111 ( \lc\nhlll. ·I-.'''H <.Itiom. at 'adblln ( .. lInp. W.U \\ I( hhirt' \P :\90·II'tr ITtU/\. IJmllmJ,;lw", lind 

II'nnmh/llll' hdul/"ol. .\or 95 (l9~){)). 14 
II C.D. Ik Rodlt" '1 he lum '\I-\'e I'ollel\ . III \1, P.lll1ngton. JIll' !-..\((walion IIf 1m Iron Jw \l"lIll"1nnll, 

/irmr:J' I,t:'f' UIIIK-Dl/r/lt" (wd RomFl.n /-n/lu", (II h/ll'll/l' "/illdmK hill/f, ~II/IIKdoll «()xj'nrd,I"rd. /47-1-7(, (Oxfnrd 
.\rdlilt·ol l nit Rep. I. CB.\ RC'i("IIC"h Rep. ~H. I !)iN), 10,71 

12 (. I..unl)l-id:,· rhe Iron .\(1;1.' POIlC!,)",111 (, I ,<.IlIIh!I(J.. .llld \1 Rflhin~{)n. Inm IKtfllU/ HIII/ltm Uit·nl/dr 

\t'ltlnnl'llil at hlnllom; (h:/nrl/I/lm' (c.n.\ Rest'anlt R('p. :'2, Hli9), :H-I:i 
1.1 I,(~ \l]cn.11I '",".~gfOJl(I ill/mImI/-Britt," FUr/INti ..... 1'1111'/111'/1/111 Bi'llhllll Fuml . .\"ortlllll{lfll. 0.\'111/ (Th.ll1It· .. 

\'"lIl'\ I ,lIld"':i:lpt'''I. I ht, Windru .. h \,llIe\ I I !~"I) . 

11 I) ({(Huh '1 hc 1..11 ... · Iron r\KC <Ind Ruman l)otlt,1'\ ' . III (; 11t:\. Irull Igf (Hu/ ROl1ian lilmllm: Olt' On~,,\ 
IIml Dt'I,dlopmn11 oj fJ ,'d/n/:t' In tli, l "JI/Jf" 1'1\111111"1 l ·fll/",. if HI /l("-HHI1{) ( Ih;lIlI(,<; \'allt') l.all(hciJPt·~ 
MOllograplt,lorthcOllllllg). 
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I IH. \I'OR"ED FLI'T b\ PHILIPPA BRADLl) 

:\ ,mall a5~('mblage of Sil picces of \>"orkt"d IhOl \>'.I~ IrtU\t.'ll·d hum Ihl' l:xCa\allom. It~ composition i, 
.. umll1al·i~d III rable !I. The fliOl .... <1<; recorded U\IIIJ:; ~1.ancl;.lrct "pologi£al descriptions. funher- dl·tatl~ of 
.... 11I(h llI'n be: Jound ill the <;ite arelme. 

Flakt\ 

50 

nBU. 'I. SL II\I.\RY 01 HI' I .\'>St.\lBL\GE 

IJlmil'S. blndr­
iI., J1nMl 

i 21 

Corc\. (()rr 

{mKmnll\ 

(1 I(',allots 
("OIl', I (OH' 

" agment) 

• indudl', three fOre rejuvenation flake, (2 fareJcdge. I l<ablet) 

Retourhrd 
fonn., 

6 
(2 kni,cs. 3 
!)erralc.:d flake" 
I end and 
side \Craper) 

Sf> 

I he: l1int \>'ih gl'nerall~ \en hea\ih- COltiGlted \() th<llihe ollJ:;lIlal coloUl ......... nOI \i~iblc.:. 1I0 .... CH·I ..... here the 
original COlfHlI ullhe flUll (ould be determined H "'a, a d;lIk gll'\ to bhuk. Chen~ inciusion<t .... ele 1l00ed but 
Iht\(' do nOI ">("('m to haH.' allected the merall flaklllg qualm or the materi.lI. Cortex, ",here prt"'<'nt. i ... bull 
fJI .... hite .mel quite thirl.. It i, lIlo'ilh ullabntcicci, 'luch (h.tr.tueri'ilin are comislenl ",ith ;.t lh,tll <;()Ur(e 
Caloulll t.UhOIl;tIt' con(Jl'lioll \\a..'> noted on M,'\('r<J1 piece<;. Ih" pre'iumabh renects Ihe caJc-drt'om nalure 01 
tile undelhmg gra\eh. 

Df\rnp'um (fig. J 3) 

lilt.' m'ljOlil't- of die: nint .... a'i I-ecmcrcd lrom the I\H) fill, (619 <lnd 620) III pi! 618. -I he material hom this pit 
(Ollmt~ of dl·blt.lge and ;t ~lIIglc <;erralt:d Bake ( J able I (), Fig, I :!.I). 11 did not therefore contain any diagnosli( 
It.' touched rorms \\-hi(h "OllIe! prO\ide a dale fur the group. J(o\>,e\er. il blid Mud) 01 the attributes ofthi, 
IIMll'l ial doe\ prm Ide ,UII1e: dating c\idc.:nce, three blades, thn'c bladC'-like n;tkc~ and 1 .... 0 corc ICjmenalion 
1I,lke!) (fa(C' edgl') "CIt: rcxn .... cred . • \hhough bOlh ~()ft and hard hamm('I<; ",C're used. the former dominatc. 
Pladc)nll cdge abrasion "a!; also recorded indicating Ih<l! oH'lhangs wen- lx'ing remO\'cd belween knapping 
Cpi,()(i<·S.I 'j I hl·'t' particular altributes indicate a will rolled knapping ~11-i1legv ""here plalform cdgc abrasion 
;lnd platrmlll Icjll\en<.tlion wefe being practised. Such le(hn()lo~n \\<1 ... emplo~ed during Ihe \fc$uluhic and 
c.trhcr '\enluhic rhe unh ,-ctouched piece. a !lcrrated flake, is of d 1\1)(' ",hich occurs lhlOughmu Ihe 
\Ie'loluhi( .lllel '\l'olnhil dnci is lherefure unhelpful f()r tlal ih ing the dating of lhi'i pdnicular group of ninl. 

I.\SLE III. HI' I FR()\I PI I 61M 

CmilfxJ F/(JJU\ Blad,.'. biad,· ChIp' RttrJtl(hrd jonn( Jollli 

"kf Jlakf~ 

Gin 26 (illlludcs a core 19 I (serrated flake) 50 

I~Ju\'eni.ltull1 

flal..e - f.lee edge) 

620 I (includes a core 2 6 
rejll\en.tLion flake 
- face,'edge) 

10lAL 3() 6 19 56 
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1I0\l.c\C,:I, nil bal.llltc. II ((1(.' ~{luup "'ill> \k",ulilhi( mOIL' hl.tclc", .mel hl.lele-liL.t' flaL.e .. ",hould Ix- pn..'\c1l1 .mel il 
\('t.'I11\ Iikd\ Ih,lI the: ll1,m . ..-ii.lll~ of earlicr '\c:olithic: d,lll· . 

Ille I c:IIl,Unllljr( :iO pit.·t:(~'" ulilinl "'ere rt.'CO\crcd from .t numbt.'1 uf p"", poslhule .. and other ('(lIlte"\I ... rhe 
flllli ".i\ Ilunh .. "n:ad ,1{rns~ Ihe Slle "Hh l'ach (()ll1n.1 J>lOdudng onh il Ie" pil."tcs. DiJ.gT1ostic finch are 
\l.me bUI Ill( lud(' 1\\1) find\ fl<lked L.nhes (WIlIC);.I" ~lCl:~ and :lW" Fig. I :Ll) ollatl'r '\(-f)lithic or earh Blonle 
\go(' d<JIl·. '"0 ",cllat('eI l1.d .. (,,, ;md an end and 'Ici(' \(.r;lpl·1 (Fig. 1:\.1) !mm Cl)ntC"\IS 335, 357 ,tnd .;90 ale lhe 
lin" ()Iher rl"luutheci fUl inS, I hew Jltef.llts dre nt.'ath ",orl('d and .Ire Itl.t'h 10 be '\c.'olnhic in dalc. Ill(- onh 
(01(' rl"'(f)H'I('d hUIll Ihe 'lie i .. a le\"aJlois t"I>t: lrolll tOl1ll'" ~):lU .lnel i\ prnhahh ofla,er '\{'OllIhil d.tle 110 
H :lkn, blddl''' .mel .1 (ur(' 1 • .Iblel "'t:re abo rec.mered ( I"blt.· ~I). 

1),~Cll\\i()1l 

J.,olated filld .. of l';lfIi('1 '\cohthic miut.'ri"ll ollC r,tll' ""dun Ihl' H'glon, I lulg.He ",ummaris('s mmh of thl' 
a\';lil.lhlc IIlfOlIlMIIClII. 17 Rl'lt,'nt eX(:.:l\allOIlS ilt Y'lr!Hem. (hIClld .. llIrt' undeni.ll.en b) Gill He, haH: ,c\"cait.'d 
l'Ul'n\l'l' '\l'oluhil ;lnd Iholl7e Age a(:livlI~. Ilcll' the l'\ ici('Il("(, 101 ('olilil'r '\il'ohlhlC i\(u\II~ is relall\"eh \(;lIlt 
.mel fOmlSl\ (II a fl'\\ lICl'-lha)\', holes \\lIh 1)lain Bo\\1 pOUt'IV and iI Il'''' fhl1l linds. IH .\1 YarnlOn flint 
"\!otl)( ialt'd '" IIh l'iUlil'1 '\i('olilhi( pouen i, genC'TaU) I cli.ltiH·h lIndi;tgllo<,tic coll!ti\llllg, 101" example, of H.lle:~ , 
(hlp ...... tn ('nd \C.I ape .. and .. ~rnlled Hal.e. I" IIO"'t.'\l·r. IC<lf-sh.lpe:d .(111)\\ heads, .IXC fragmenu. and olllCI 
'\('oluili( lim" ha\(' hel'n r('co\'cred from SGlllt'rs ')ealccllllldc:r .illmiulll 

III E II'ORhH) BO:-.lEASSUIBL\U, b) \:\(.1'1.\ I~O\'U:( Fig, I~) 

1",o pll'le~ of "OIl.l'ci ill1Ilt-l anel (lne of ",nrled bUilt.' "'l'll' I l'U)\('1l·d dlllmg the c,c::a\"aUUll. I he: 1"'0 ",m'ked 
.unll·!" II .lgmt.'IlH (\.1. :.!~H "cre (uund in <lS<'()O .. tllOll "uh Imn \gt.' I>fHlCn III ''''0 ... uc::c::essi, C fills (6~12 and 691) 
in pit 6~~1 in I'lt (,IUUp 2, I hl' hagmenL\ \'.t'ft.' COl110llling .md ilmn("d a \inu;llh complete decor.lU:d amlcr 
wlllh (Fig. III . rhc f ... tgml'flt uf "()I'Led bOlle .• 1 rib ... h.th, "'" .. rl't()\e:ll·d hom context 209. in a ",e{"lion CUI 
,ll ro~ .. pil~ 72:.1, 729 and 7:l0 dUling the e\'alualinn, "Imh al,o lUlllallll·d pOIl('1"\ of middle Iron .\).!;C" datC" .mel 
.tllIIl1.l1IxHlC'. It "'.,~ Ihe ~mooth('d end of a (omh 

.\ nlllllh(' 1 uil>m'lhll' funClloll'i ha\e been stlg~t'sleci for ,mdl'r (omh\, " 1<' possible lhal the\ "'CIt!" u\t:d ..... 
l:x:.ttt.·..,-in III \\t'J\-lIlg, a jlurpo\l' fUI" "hi(h Ihe ",Iud, of W(',1I" p,Hlnm in ICtelll expt:rimt'nt\ hal, pl'O\ ielcd 
,UPPOI ung t:\ idl'lIle.~n 1 he\ 11M' also, howe\e:I, h.l\ t.' Ix.'l'n \I\l'cI ff)! working hidc'!o or scr.tping I;u fmm ",kin", 
Ihl' lalln ""g~l· .. tlflll I'" llit'tcd on :lnalug1 \\nh hLimo l'xamplt,\ "Olnl' ()f "hith ;ll"(' "en \imilar to the l run 
\~(' ('x;lInpk., "I(kh l.Il()\\11 hom Brit.ain.:.!1 COlllpal,lhlt.' l'x"mpll'~ horn Ilw l pper Tha.mes \·allt." 'Irt.' Lnown 
frum a IlIlmhel uf .. ill'" IIlclucilllg Gra\clh Gu,:!! ancl Worton Rl'ClUI ,. 1-'.11"111, Yamwn.:!3 

It> I.t.·,allms (orc .. dlC more ("()mmun .unung'" l,tIt.'1 't'(Ililillc d.....,embl.lgl·' ilnd there is <'()IllC c()rrelJtion 
hel"'t."'('n tlwir OUUrlCfUC and lhal uf Gromcd Wart.· F.llc.II\, 1 hl' ~Iru(k 1·lilll', in S.J. ~hennan, F, Ilea" 
.mel I F. Smith I he.' F.x(,l\alioll of a RmgOltth .11 I\(.' ht"ld. I..l\dolCl. hsc,', Ir(/i"'0/. J1I1 142 (19~5). 
IH2<S. 

I R lIulg,JI<: , .\'rnbIJII{' ,~fU/n"'''' oj II~ nlLm~\ Balm (IHR Ihit. wr. 19·t. 19HH). 
IH I) Br'adlc\, 'rhe Workt.>fl FIII1", in G. lin . .\"N,IIlhlt lind Bllmu Igr .. kln"',\ 01 lornton. ()x!ord.lhut 

(Illdme\ Valle\- l..J.m!'iCapcs, III prep.). 
19 J> Bladln, ' I·linl', III G lIt.'}. 'YarnlOll Floodplain 1992: Pf)~I-Exc,l\'alion A,"'icssment' (Oxford 

\rchacol Lnil,ll'p. for f~ng. Hcritage. 1992). 
:''il I Sell"'ood. ' Ie);.li.le \1.lIlufac1Urc .. mel Objcu ... of Bune and\mlcr", III n, Cunliffe, Dtm~blH)- (HI Irlm 

Agt' /l11I[mt m /lamp\/iIYt', 2. 71" E.v"lJalwru 1969-78: ,h, Fmdl (CB.\ Rc\c.tr,h Rep. 52. 19tH), :375-K. 
21 \f F. CunninglOn. T/" Earl) Imn .~gt' Inh"btll'd Silt' al III (:annUlI{' (;n:l\\ F"rm, U"r/lJhnt' (1923),94-.;. 
'/.! C,. W.HI el al.. ' Irun .\gt" and Roman Sm;tll Finds', III G. Lunbrid. 1. .\llcn and F Heal" (;rll1'f'll) (;u-', 

.\latlltm /lflrt(mrt: tl" O"",/qpnunloj" Prrhl.\/eTfl{ alld RQmnno-/:Jn/uh {..aM-'(UP' (I'hames \'alle\ Llndscapt'''I. 
fimhwming) ..... g, K.II ... I, 36, 520, 699. 2501 

2' L.. .\lIen .. rhc Bone ObJe<.13', in Hc\. op. (II nOle II 
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Fig. 14 . \\'orked bone. 



IIl-YIOKI) KO\I) ~Il-I'_PI t.. \~IO' IHH 

CalaloglU' 
I - \ntler wmb ,o,f 2M, conte-xc, 692 dnd 6911 \mual" wmpku: antler wrnb, (\<00 conjoining flilji(mt.'nt .. 
Smoothed t"HI is dec.OI atro b\ oJ serie~ III rnci\(.'d Irne~ ( .. (:c.' I-ag. J.t). bght kt:lh an: present. though tine io, 
\h~hth danlilKt.'d . \I •• x.length 165 mill , max. "Id(h H mill, ma\. thi,Lness J:l mm 

2 - nullc wmh (wntC:XI 209): .,rnooult.'d handle end ofboll'o HHnl>. '0 \ i ~ible dt.'"(oliluon. \1.1'. lellhrth 37 mm, 
nM \<oidlh 2f) mm, I1t.1"'\ tim Lne\s 5 mm 

III E WORKED ST01':E b, FlO:-.lA Rm 

/"tmdurtum 
I he \'oorkt,c\ ~((Ine (Omi.,Ls of Ihree pic...'(c~ Two (If these. a .. "ddlt, quern and ~pindlt'\\ hod. art" made flOln 

JUliI.,SIC ,1Il(l\lflne \\ hKh (ould ha\'e been at.'(lulr('(ll(){"all~, but .a lubber \\'as nMcle from (:relat.eum gn:en"cuH\ 
\'ohich had been brought (() the site from the Culham .uC.·,I. rhl' .. addle quem and mbber .1It' both from 
middle Iroll Age ("()1lIe-XIS: the .. addle quem 110m la\('I' {-iIO in plI 583 In 1'1t GlOlip I, and the rubbcl in 
mntext ~:;9 III p<)\lhole 558, \.\-hieh .... a\ (ut into tilt· top (If 'lame pit. I he ~pilldle,\horl was found III (·Ollle"l 
:;U:t the uppc.-r fill of pit 519, .tl<,(l in PH Group 1 

Malenal, 

1 h(' saddlt: qtJ('rn {Ill 0) and the 'Ipmcllc\\'horl (50:l) .lfe made from \.trieueo, of iron-~tamed \In(btone fmm 
tht' I look '()flOn lied" Tht'\(· strata 'imn pan 01 tht: ChlJ>P1llK 'ollon lilllt,\tone, which is rOt Ihe main p;nt 
.1 t\ picaJ Cot\ .... old limc'tone. belonging 10 the \lIddle Jur,l~'K ercat OOlllt', ahhough from Chippmg :\()I ton 
(·a,I\<oard .. II tllr", ~ll(h.2" IlH~ spindle",horl I' made from a ,-eci-bm\'o". iron-rich quan] sandswne 
('ll1ltalning .I '><.altt.'r l)f ,Iightl\ larger quaru pebbles, '" hilt: the ".ddle que) n utill~3 a ""ell-"'-m.ed qu.ln7 
\lIlld'lone "hich 1\ Iroll-\taim'd orange-bro", n Roth \"lIlt'IIC~ of ~tone call lx' matchl'd 111 saml\lonc seen .u 
IInr\ella\ Quarn. 1lt.' ;11 Du", I cw.2.; I'll(' sand!ololle hel t.' 1\ \Omc", hat Ir iahle. but harder PJ('(Cli of doggt' l 
'\t',·e pI"I.b •• hl, <;('Iectcd. and th('~ quile pm3ibl~ t.lllle fmm IX)lI ldl·n. I, ing a\ surface deposits 1H.'ar to tht, "11('. 

Ihc I uhbcI fragment (559) is made h om an cntire" cliOt'rent 1\ pt' of 'iancl'ilOne, a gl ('('mand cont,llIllllg 
rounded, .. hin, '1uart7 pcbbk'') \CI in " ( .. ltarcous matl-i, I ht.' I.()W t'l' Crcellsand is in genera l \cry \'al"lahle, 
hut this di!olinHI\(' \cl<;ion. with wlIld polished pt'bble\ th.1t ,Ire often il()Il-<;t,uned a~ \\ell. ha!!> been tr..lced I() 

the Culh.lIll <Ilea 

DHrtt.uion 
Culham i\ ~orne 29 km. (lH miles) din;xth S. of Steeple \stoll, hut lhe greensand is likel; to have been 
lI;tm.porte:d mer a longcr distallce, coming by hOilt along;t cirtuitou~ rOllte up the Thamt's, and then qultt' 
pm\ibh \0111(' of the "'<I, lip the ,i,cr Cht'l~ell. I he com t.'IIIC'ncC of transpOlltng lhi~ quenlSlont.' lH ri,cr ma, 
.tHOUnt for il~ appc.lIance al a number of siles, nCllle 01 y,.hich art' \('1"\ far from the Illame<i, both up.and 
do",n-riH;:1 fWIll Ihe ~ur(e area. Culham greemand hil\ hecn rt'(orded III U'\e for addle qucrm 11'0111 ;I 

further dC)7cn Bronn: ."gc and Iron Age sites. I he: find al Steeple ASlon i .. the mm.1 northerl~ thai ha!!> bc'cll 
n :HII"ded to d.lle, \.\-hilt' the Lno\\" ~lIthcrn limn fClr Iron\ge gH.'t.'nsand querns of this variel\' i!l current" 
defined In Silt'') such a~ ClaHlon I)ike neal l.cchlade. Glout('stt'rshil"e.!fi and Rle\\burton II ill 111 BerkshlTc,. t; 

rhe ""m"ume Iml11 the Chtpplllg 'orton Iimc.·,wnc i~ Ie:" \\'ell J...no\'on than the Culham gret:nsand. I here 
die quelm Ill,.de Imlllihe same 3dnd"tnlle from Rainshol'Ough CIIIl!>. an C'illtv and nucldle lron\ge htlllOlt 
onh 10 km. (6.3 mil('lil "l of ~teeple \slon.!/'! lIere. fOl" c\.dmplc. <;nnil<lr orange coloUl·ed 'Mnd~lone "'it\ 

2t W . .1 \1 kell. I.. Richardson and J. Pringle. ' Ihe l.O\'oCI Oolite' t'xpo\Cd In the Ardley and Fritwell 
Railwa~-(:lIttlltgs. ocl\\'een Bicester and Banbm-y. O,ford'. PrQ(". (;1'01. -115M. II ( 1933), 352. 

:l~. B.W wll\'oood and W.S. McKerro"'. ' Depo\lIionaJ ~,nvirnnmentli in tht.· Lo""cr I)an of the Greal 
Oolite Gwup of Oxfonbillre ilnd North Glouct'\ter~llIIe', Proc (;I'fli. :!I\QC, M5 (1974), 195. 

210 COl iniulll Mll.~(,UIll, Cirellceslcr. 
'1.; \ll~C()lIin<o.'~_xca\atl()n on nie\'oburlOn lIiIl1917',BnJu. Irrha'QI.JnI.5()(19-17).-I-2Y; .\.~ __ P 

Collins. i'.)(d\dUon.<, on Blcwburton HiJl19·'8 and 19--19',/JI'TJu. An'uuol.Jnl _;3 (l95:!), 21-64; Readlllg 
\fu\Cum_ 

2M \I ",cry. J. ~_.(;. SUlton and J. \V B<lnks. 'R.linsbolOugh. 'OIlhant~, England: Ex(a\'Jtiolls, 1961 -;J'. 
,Jyor '~"'/IIt , .\()( 33 (1967). 20j-306. 
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u\t:d 1m .1 \addlc: quern,1<1 \\hile a !,pindlt.'\\horl \\.h ma(Il' hom darkt'f rcdbro\\n \and510n{·,~1 .\ saddle: 
'11H.:' n "I led hum n \.and.,lulIl' fTom \Iadlllaown (.amp IS protMhh made from the ~m(' 5(01\(,.'1 J11i~ C:.lrI~ 
and midclIt.·lIon .\).:;<: hillforl i .. ilgillll a IC)(oll unt.'. hill).:; 13.7 kill. (~Hllllil{'~) ~W. of SIC.-eple Aston I hele \\('1(' 

.. 1<;(1 1I11\\orl.,t·d II agllll'm~ of Ihi .. iron \.lIld .. tnne ill I\K{· .. '{"I ~I('\d" l"anll. so here too Illlla\' have been lI'ied for 

.. adrlk cJlIl'lm, i:! 

I ht, .Idd ll' tlU{'1 n madl' Irnm the Honk 'orIOn Ikd, 'W1l{t..WIlt' (6 U)) \\a'l found in the H.:r\ hutlOm 01 pit 
_llf\, III ,til .lIt:,1 \\hl·lt: IlUllInOU!t call1l' and o;h{'{'p l)(lIle' \\e,,' .11"" lound (lahle 13). There wc.'n' •• 1,)(1 plan I 
J{'IlMIII\. 1ll,II1lh of tcreal .. n.lhle 19). I he.' p<,~\ibilll\ .In'>l',, lilal Ihis (Illt'rn mighl hl" pan of ;til int('nllnnitl 
dqlfl'" II Ilwlt· \.\;1".1 Il'quill'ml'm W Jo;IH' Up;t 'I11t:11l .I'i 'ionll" \..flld of Ont·nng. there must al",) ha\(' bel'n ., 
It·mpl.111C1Il 10 pal t fin" \\ i,1t ;t 'o{"(Und-I".lh.: pit·n.· Oll·'IIIIPlIIl·lIt. \..t·t·pIllK till' hC!.1 thai llIll' had rUt l· .... l·IlUillu\{·. 
1Ill' (1111'1 II in LIm "'I'l- 1\ Ill'.n h cOInpit-ll', hut II i'i" ,mall C111l', .llId i!t not made fTUIll the Ix·" I, P(: of 'Will' 
/(11 tht, loh. \!lothl'l m .. talln' 01 illl infl'l'im ,addk qllnn hl·in).:; dq>mlll'd 111 if pll o«uI'Il"d ,II (;wundwc:1I 
\\'("1 , Ill',\1 ~wincltlll, Wilt.,hil'c .j'i In OxlOltbhUl', ;IIIUlh('1 nllcldlc Iron .\J.:t' .. ite ""ilh.1ll "PP,lIt'lil dclihc.'IOIlt' 
depmll i, knO\\ II at '-lingie .. Oi" h, Iii" dhi( k·\\lIh-YC!h>n1. \.\hl·le.: i.I group of wmplt'lt' saddlt· <jllt'l 11' <IIHI 
Il1hhl'l, \\;1., IOllllcilll il pit ill<;ide a hnu,(.',1-1 rhe.: (j"l'l n .It \f.I(IIII,II.,101l LUllp \\<lS 011\0 liHind ill a pit, IInl 1.11 
fwm OT1t' of Iht, l'nllanH'S. 11t'1e.: Ihe qUt.'11i h.I'i .1''iou.lIed \\llh ilnimal hOIl('s h 1111{ on I.II-ge ple.·H'~ or (Hukill/{ 
Pllt ... II .Lj>p,u(·I1II) cldibel"ald~ deposill'd V ' ~acl(lIt' tltlt"m .. \H'Il' <tho found in 't()llIt' 01 the P'" wllh 'ipt'U;I\ 
dq}Cl'>ll" ilt D.llll..'hlll\. :MI 

III contill\lOn, lim o,null .1''A'llIbla~1..' (lr \HuJ..t.:d .,WIH: l0l1\l,t'i of ,I 1,I1rh l'Plt<l1 mixlllH' of i()(.l1 <lnd 
IInpnllt'd mat{'II.I" I he e.:\idl'lHl' to datt- 'lIg~<::"Il' Ih.11 .1 \ltIali glOup 01 'iitl'\ "f'I-e mal..mg ml' 01.1 I(Kalhc:<i 
'Olll( l- of .1 ur.ts,ic" '.:an(j.,IOIll' \1 ~u_-epll' \. .. Ion Ihn \\l'l t' alMI pll'pan:d 10 dt'\ote .. OInt· cnon 10 I ht, maUt'. 01 
(Iblaming ,I prl'il'rlt'd qucm,UHlf' from ()lll,icit.· thl' illlllll'diatt' jll t';I , 1 'hi, .Illi, It, \\ J'i duplicaled .11 mhel 'iJH'~ 

III tilt' l ppl'I" I hilmn '·"lIe'. '111«' hl'll' Ihe II\(' of (.ulh~11ll Kll't'm,mel appt'ar., to ha'l" been \\Id(·'pre.tcl. II 
.t1'1) .lppt·.lr'i Ihat;\I ~teepll' \.'itnll religioll\ Ix'II('" 'H'll' beillJ.: pl.HIl'i(.'d \111111ar LO IhO"(.-let:orclt'd Inun olhl'l 
11011 \J.W ,I(t·\ III tilt' a'ginn. althol1J.:h thl'" .lpp;rH·llIh dId lIut It-ad to Ihl' depCl~lufll1 IIf the ht· .. t ;t,ai1.lhit­
l',.'lI1pll' 01 ;t "l(ldll' <jtll'rn 

1111' FIRUl LL\\ X\O BRIQL EI \U I" K,\\ I IIRO\\,:-' (Fig. 15) 

/-ilfll Cia.\' 

l 'hl·l"t.t\;lli(J1l\ Pll1dulCd:JH hagmellt' (If fired tl.1\ \\t·lghlllj.: :\1:\ g. hOIll tl'll COI1lC:\IIo. I he 11I.lIell.11 \\;1\ ,III 

1.lilh ,lln.ldl'd <lnd tOll\i.,teci mainh Cli .1I11C11'phflU'" fragmt'lll, III .1 "lIlgt· of ~alHh and ~hdh 1.lbll(~. Ilw 
maloril' of lilt, matt'llal (K('IIIIt'c1 in a"'Oti,lIioll \\lIh (lotlel' '0 II ... Ij'jlluximall· cI.Ul' l'i \..11(1\.\11, ('n'lI il", 
hilI( lion i, lUll. "'Il,d d;I\ ",lgmt'llls \\t'll' Il'( on'H'd hOIll .1 LIIIHt.' or pih <lnd no !It·;\! cli'ill illllll(J1I pau(', n, 
;I't· eli ... ( t'l mbll·. 

Bnqllf'fflKf 

\ ,1ll.11I "mount (If hnqul·ti.lge wrnpl i .... ng ~~ fr.lgl1lt'llI~ \H·IJ.:hll1~ 2Jq g h'"'' e,,,mined \ ''-1111(>1(' 01 11", 
mall'll.11 \\;t, Icll·lllllit·cI h~ Dr, "'.1 \fOlII' \11 tilt' n"'lt'nal cll.,pLtH'd Iht mugh inl<:1 im .,1II falt· th.1I .1llni .. ti< 
01 hllCjlll·l,IKt· .mel \\.I"CKG.I'>IClllotlh o:\icll'>l'eI \\uh.1 p.IIt' glT~ {1IIe.: ~i 1"11 rllll'> helt:: pi <:'C:1ll and IIH·lhl(l..l1l·~' 

'I Ihlel ~I'!:~ "0. I:n ;t"d l-tK. ~9: hhmol<:.1II \I"'t'1II1I 
II Ihid. 2MI'! no. IflH anc! Fig. :\ I, ,-,hmnicill1 \fu'it·ullI . 
II pJ hmll'r, ·~':\('\\'lt1nm a, \fadm.II'iwn (.lInp, "1\\;1llhlk prn', Ol;mllrmul. x'\\ (196f1). :~ IX; 

(hfIlHhhl1l' Cnunt, \lust'ulll . ~IJndl.llt· , 

11 \ \t CnHll'lI!\. '-,. FOIt'Ulall and l' \hIlTiI\ .· ' \lleI·LIIt' 11011 '\Kl' ~ndo.!ol'd Settit-l1lt:'nt.11 nl((:~t('1 
I'ide!... Fill m. OXOII.'. (JW)l/U'T/I/f/. lxi, (1999). 

'\j "O.llt'\. It'pun on t'''(il\ali(),,~ ,II (,.-oul1(hH,1I \\"c~t, S\\Uldun. Wih~hin: «.nt~\\()ld \nh.It'ul, IrU'oI . 
InnhtollullK), 

~I 1(;.-\llt' l1 al1d \1.A. Rublll'iOIl, nit" 1~,.rIUlt(}m 1,(Uu/I((l/ir 11/1(1 hrm .Igl' l."rlo.INI Srttfnlli'1I1 al ,\ImK11'1 
/)Ihll, lIa,-rllI'ult'TI'/IIt, )d!fml, OWI1I. (rh,-"nl'~ "Jilt·" 1.,1Ilcll,(·.apt''': til(' \\"lIlcllll~h Valle\ 2, 1993). 7!1 

~'. hm,lel'. op. lit. nou: :\1, W, 
i" ( I'CK)k. '''tu(h 12: I'mpiliatnn Burials'. in Ii Cunlilk, l),wrbll'1 . an Imn 1,(:"1' lilli/OTt /PI IImnplhnr. h. 

oi l/tlljml (,O/ll/fl/lIlI/.\ III p(TIJwrlll't' (e B.\ Rl·'>t'<ll'ch Rt·p, 102, 1~~131 . lirll(,:\-I 
:i7 1,.1 \t(IIII'.' Prehi~t(lri( Sail [)i~llibulinm' I\\u (:a.!of' Sturlf(,'" frum '\'e~lern nlltdlll ', IJull , (1/ B/~rd 0/ 

Cl'ltu\tllri. :\2 (I9~5), :136-;9. 
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20Cm -
fll hud, .. hl" d\ rangt:d imlll 121(1 19 mm. \JI the malt'llil] .... a~ fCl'" ('I l'd from .. ix (Olltcxt .. , lou I of \\ !lith .... crt· 
pit fiJI;'. om,' tht: fill of ,I post-pip<:, dnd thl' olher tlH: jllin1<1r\ lill of the 11.1(.1..\\,.1\ ditch \1though t .... cht.: 
fr.lgl1lcnt~ 1.1(1.. (('rami<. 'h'lOaaI10n ... lhe rem.il llldcr of till' bnquclilg(.· (){fUP'I ill ,l,,(xiillinn "ilh pOtlt..'" .... llId. 

titll ht, dated to tht· carh .md middle Iron Agt>_ 
BriqUl'tilgc i .. wdl known fmm ,I range of middle ,lnel hllt, Imn\ge .,lIt'\ III lhe l PIX' I Th,lIne .. \'.lll{:~. 

Indudillg W.Hkin-. FAI Ill, '()rthnl()orY~ CI.ndun Pike. I" \lmg-it.' .. Duch"n Cr,l\dh GU\-il and possihh Bic..c\tt'r 
"'ield~.I:! It h,h. hO\\CH·r. onh rtxt.'nlh been identified IIll'arh Irun ,\ge lOnlcx,<;;. dS, for t!)'dmpie,.u (;linelh 
(;11,1:\ and Y,lInlOIl (:rt'!i\wcll FtelcLH AI Stet"plc ,\.stun 'il:\. fmgmclll'i "-t'rt' rl'(overed rrom two pit .. , lliX and 
mm. in d'i'(Ki,lIu)n ..... ith cdrh Iron .\gc potten. The lemaining 1Il,lIell,]1 i" d,lIl'd h, as'icx'iatml1 ..... ith p()lIel-~ (0 
Ihl' middll' 11 1)11 .\~l', 1 hi~ ,mall <I'i<.c:"mbl<lgc I' lIll'refon: impOl tanl III plmiding another example (If Olllit .... ich 
bllqUC.:I,IJ,r(' in earh I run \gc cnnleXl" in the..' l Pl)C1" I ham(', \'<llIl" 

IIIE ~n I \L\I'ORK hI IAN SCOTI (Fig. 16) 

I ht' 'Illall d'i'I('mbl.lgc 01 1Ilt'Ii.lI .... orL. from tht' 'iUC comi!lt, of Ol1l· toppt:r aUm ,mel ten illln ObJe-cI~ (Iable II) . 
I ht' 'inglc wppn .llIm ObJffl i .. i.l .. mall lad .. fir pin, Jj mill. IOllg. Ill(: lell iron ohject" include ~\l"n 1,1<'1. .. 01 
IJail" a 1l'IJ){lh ufwile <lnd a !lmall Jt'ngth of bal. Hoth till' .... ill' ' IIHI till' 11.11 could .llso be illtOlnplcle n,lil,_ Ih t, 
other obJl'n i'.1 blade.' Ir.tg-ment \\llh a sha,ph c.unt·d tiP (Fig Ifi), I he.: blade appean 10 be comp\c'lc hut 
la( ~illg It.. I,mg 

~H Allen, up. (II IlOll' 13. 

o -ScaIe.2 --
fil(. 16, 'kt,11 hladt, 

lOCm -

111 E..L MOIris.lcpon on eX(;'l\'ations al Clil)don Pike. Glo" (Oxlmd Arc.hamlogical Cnlt. In pU'p.), 
111 r,(" AUen, "n1(~ hred Cl;l\·. in Allen .lOd Robimon. up. (II. null." 3·1. 77 
41 t.L \Iurris •. Bn<Juetage', in l.ambrid...\Ilen ;:lIlcl Hl'ah, up. CII. nOte 22. 
11 h. Smith, 'Th l' Fired Cla~". in CrollMIlY, Foremall and \fun .". op. tit . note 32, 
1~ \Ion i~, op, cil. notc .t I 
.... h. ~milh.1 he Fired Cla\ '. In Hey. oj>. CII. note II 
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Cot/In! If,wl D('<'(np'u", Huord Xu. 

52i ca ,01,,11 nail or pill ca 001 
~()I fe "Il11all tad.. Ie 001 
301 Ie nail \\ nh '·,hapt'd Iwad Ie OO~ 
;,)59 fe blddt., wilh a 'Irongl~ (uncd lip fe OOM 
.')(j I Ie fLIl r(·{li.tngul.n head Ie 00:1 
--" ,) I .. Ie rnd hagmc..·llt Ie O!H 
fill Ie .,mall nail 01 hobnail Ie 001i 
6~0 Ie :i naih. IIlduding :l (lit I,' 007 
tiM I fe II <lgmt'll( of wil e I,' 00) 

III~ (,L\SS I" Ct.CI!.\, CROPPER 

1\\0 hagllll' IIl' 01 ghlS$ I\('IC ft'("(lH'rt'd One \, .... a li).;h! f.(1t't'II-tllltl·d tllIp \>ollh gold lIidl''>t(:,Il«'lro lli <I pm! 
mt'dit:\,ll bOIIIl: pHlb.lhh (,1 l~lh-(l'lIll1n d~lt(·, 1\ "il" jlllllHI in 111l' fill (tii I) 01 (lIleo! lll<' .... h{·d nl' .. , rhe 11I11t" 

\\ ..... 1 .. lIghth ~p (.'("11 wiled rim from" I)()\I-nwclic..'\ .11 bUllk. pmbahh (If 19lh-<1'IllU~ d.ne It \',.1., fnund in (Ill(' 
of lilt: fill .. (I>HO) of pil hiM in Pit (;roup 2 Ilw dead, It1It lI'olH' find indicale .. I,orne WI \ Jatt: di~ttll hamt-' 01 
tilt' (Ollll'nls 01 till:>. Pi!, 

HUMAN, A (MAL AND PLANT REMAINS 

1111'. IIL~I \N BO:-1ES b) PU ER IL\LKI:-.i(. 

lin- I t'nMin\ 01 fi\ e mllilmation!>. all probahh of Ronull datt'. \\(' 1 (. 10llnd 011 Ihe 'me: thl(.·e m (ILl( h 612. 011(' 

adlact'l\t to lltt' dll<.h, dlld thc last a .. holt di\t;IIl«' to 11ll" of it. FI ,IKlIlent" of humall bOlle of 1 IOn \g-c datI' 
\H'I<" ,,1,«:) rC(oH'I<.'d flOlI1 Ihe fill\ of two plh and a p".,tholl', all I\lllg at the end 01 ditch 7:i1 f'llllhl' l 
fr.lglll(,IllS of hom' h-rrt· all,o H'(o\'CICd from th<.· lill HI Ihl .. dilli, "hel<.' it h<l' <.ut b, the' ROIll,IIIII,I(Kh,l\ 

Romfll1 /l1hUlIlfltlOlLI from Dilch 629 (Jlld lIf'arhy 

.\II.I'I"'lm 20i: \ filil-h h'dl pleserH'd bUI lIlo"lh blOkt'lI .,l...dt'IOIl 1111' fragmcnted ~1...1I11. mandihle. (('1\1(.11 
\e:IIl'iU.IC and pilJt~ of lh<.' limbs ale: ple"l·llI. I he IhOl.IUl .ul(l Illmbal \c:1tcbrae ,lie fragllll'IlI.1". Pd\l( 
leallll<.·10 LlI1d bone mea-,utemems of the left IOI{hm and uilia IIlditOltt'.1 mall' . (, 1$1 m. 1,111, Se\en low,e Imo\('1 
light It·l·th ,II (·I"c..· .. cnt imluding thO [al"i()U~ lIlot..rs, Ihe ..... l·JI of wlmh mgge\l' an ag<.' (If ill Ic".,lIO. Iwo mid 
Ihol.11 It' \ endn ,It' .. hUh l<.'lI .,ided hcdge dclO! min and lu,ion mciit,lling old tompression fr<lUlil C:". ;Ulclthl·!t' 
I~.t hc..·.lled fl,u.Illle at th<.' end or the..' righl filth nll'latal ... II. I hen: i., infl,lInmawl\ perimlilI'. un the..' lighllibl.1. 
,mel.1 .,malJ o~lee)(h()l\dr()llla (belllgn tumor) (Ill Ihe Ilghl huml·lu'). Consldcntble degl'l\crati\'c ml('oplntit 
lipplllJ.( OfUlht:1 venebral bodies. thl' hip and dhow J()illl~ fill th<"1 IIldl(atc .. ,I maturc or e..·lderh lUan . proh'lhh 
IO-~ICI \ t:afS old 

.\Iuit'llln 659.' I he partial remains 01 a skelclun III fail (Ondilielll bUI vdth IllOSt ofthe end., erockd 1 he..' ~"ul1 
and IIlancilblt' a. e III good (Oll(lltiIUl. I he Upp<'1 "IHI If IV. <"1 Ijnlh~, il I('w Ilh pieces ane! the nell I ,II al (lIt" III 

till' 1IIInhar \l'll('hl<1e alt' dlso pre'l'nl: tht, It'~t 01 til{" ~plnt· 1\ 10'11. Pel\·j( .Ind crani<-lilealllle..' .... llld bllllt· 
IIH:.I"UI emeill .. IIldicate <I eldinitt'h lelll.tIe mel" Idual. l .hO Ill.::t 1 (Ill !<-Ill. 1)1 ubabh Ill.llmt', 30·1() H',tr., file! 
I ht'I(' I., no c\ldentt' 01 ,lIlte-mortem Injun ell OIhl'l !>alhnlng,_ 1 ht' \'en minor O'Ilt'Oph)li( lipping i., III 
I..{;'t'ping "ilh hel a .. ~s~t'd <lgc , 

"ikelFIIIII 577:\n almo'l wmplclc. fairly well prl· .. crH.·d .. k('!(.·Wn. 1 ht, hagmclIled skull, mandible. palH 01 thl' 
rih~ .Iud Hel nUIll. almoM wlllpiele upper limh~ and IllI)\\ uf the 11)\',(.'1 limbs. h .. llds anel fet'l an: 1'1 ""...·nl. Peh It 
alld (ranialll'<lllIle~, ,mel bOlle mei.i\uremcnt, ill1 mdifiltt'iI ddinill' male. r, 1.72 m. tall. I he medial (!.I\Kula. 
and Jliill crl·~t epiphyses arc incompletel) fU'll'<i TIllS .• tn<l the "pp<:.lIance (Ilihe pubi( ~)mphysis ')uggcsi <111 

age..' (If 2,1-5 H',II", Some of the teeth ha\'t: bc..'l'!1 losl J)() .. I-I1lOltl'lII. but thme that rem,un shu\\ un" minOt 
(.llculu., and n(1 <a,it". I he molar wear (onfillll\ an agt" Clf (.2) \-l·<I'.,. Inc lower canine lttth .,hOh \()llll' 
Inpopl'hitl mdll.cting epl't()(les of ;'11 1 ('),Icd l{1Ov.th.1t :i,:> <md:, )C;IIS. S(hmotl's nodes are PIl'S('11I III tlul'(' 
IhOl a( IC and Ihl cc lumbal \cnebra! b()(lies and tlll:re i\ minor lippmg uf bone promolllOi ie!>. renc(ling HI ong 
mu'W.ular a(lI\ln· (here i ... no indicuion of anU'-lllflll('1ll injun ()l OIh<.T palhulogy. 



II ~"' I, () It () It 0 \ I) ... I .. I' I' I ~ \ ~ 1 ()' 1~':-\ 

\",Irl(m "i J 1)..lIt, (II a general!\ puod\ pi t>",cn t!tt ,Ldt:wn HHl\I'lIn~ nllht: fragmented skull, the m,lI1chble. 
p.tn~ ul lill' lung l:Klllt:", 01 uPI>t'r and 10\\1.:1 luub" a 1<:\'0 plt:lX' nl rib, .tIld onl\ fraglllt:"nl\ of \('nehl al' I he 
l'I)lpln't("\ al e un{u\('d .mcl Ihe degree of denlal t'llIptioll (c)11t:'IXHtd, 10 all c!'olim.ned ag~ (If 10 10 12 \e.IPi. 
{,nbra OII)lI.di.1 01 KI ade .:\ (Hl Ihe righl and .L,>Tacie 2 nn Ihl' le.'11 pr()\ Ilil- '>(lInc e\ Idence or anaemia. 

\1v1,tQII S71 -\11 .. llIIml cOlllplt'w. quilt:" \'odl prt'\t:nt:cI ,h'lt-1U1I nm"'I'llllg of the "Lull and m.llldiblt:, llTlh, 
lib, .111<1 \t'nl'imu: .lIld parl\ of all the uppc.'r and 11)\'oe.:r hmb" h.lIIt!" and ft'ci. !lIe': upper and ImH'1 In'th .Irt: 
plt'o,cm.lhouKh \('\t'lal hint:' Ix.'t:1l 10SI antc·n1ortc.'m: IIlhl'l' ,1111\'0 fJrin .wei calculm. Ilu' de.:nlal ""lIl' oilihe 
I t:malllmg lIlolar, and \ome ah t:ular I-e,orptiun indl( alt' .tIl .Ig(' CII :ti to 10 \'can.. \llIljlr dC!i:t:nf:rati\c lipl)ing 
ollhe lumho·\<l<TJII.lu't joint, and lhe kit t!.I\It!l' 'UPP(lII' Ihl' .Ige c~Ulllatc: 01, III ,ear~. nl(~ (T'IUl,11 alld 
pt.'hit 1t'.l1ult'<; J\,ulablt' .. uggt, .. t a pmbabk' femak 

/nl1l 11ft' limit' hagmnli\ 

\kt'It'IOII 5"H: IJicu.', of the mi(l\hafts of lung h(l1ll"~ up W 120 mill. 10llg, r('wgui'<lbl~ ft'l1IUl, tibia, fibula, 
hUIl1(' lm. I.ulim .me! ulna, \\CIC found III pil h():l. Ihe indl\idual \\ •• , .Idult <Ind. ,lhhough the gt.'ndt.'1 i, 
lInUTlain, Iht, 'im,lll Ul'{umf('le.:ncc of thl' bon('s mgKl'~I' plOh.lhh rt'lIldle.:. 

,\kdt'tOlI 5{)-/.· I hint.'(·1l I,agm<.'nt .. , in<.ltlcllllg ()!l(' hili III Irilglll('llt. (If unidt:llllfiahlt· h()!le. pi,.",hl) hlllllOln, " .. ~ 
found in lht' fill 01 pit }65, 111\ po .. ,;b1c Ihl"t' f'-.Igmt'nt' dt'T1\t: flOIll dl"tllbanu'ul tilt' hUlllan remillll, In pit 
hh:~ (\t't.' ,Ldl'lOn }6H). 

\kt'it'wlI 58fJ: Si, ~1lI<llIlInidt'nlifiahle haKIl1t'Ill~ of hOIlt'.I)(I\,ihh humall, \\cn: fClund in pi)\thule 5M2, \~.Ull, 
II i" po,'lblt· Iht"t., hag-lIIelll' dt'll\(' from di'lUrb'lIlU' (II Ihe hUIll.tIl 1 <,'IIMIIl, III pm :l6:l and ij6:~ ('>t't' ,~t'it'tol1\ 
)t~l iilld .... 'liH). 

/)/\CU.\.\UUl 

I he.: finet, III hUllldll hone fWllllhe Silt' <ll'.1I1\ Ix' iong 10 I\'oCl \l'I\ dilTell'IIIII.ldullm, of bUlI.II- dbarlitul,ltt'd 
Il'mam, In pit .. III 11)(' ('ar" <Inc! middle Iron .\ge, ,lIld cXIt'ntll'd mhulll.llluns in Iht: Roman pt:ritxl- both of 
\\hith, hO"t'H'r, alt.' \\idt'h noted in their l'e"'pC'(II\'C pCllod, t ht· challKl' in bun.1I pnlCli<.e\ thm minOl"lhc 
\'older (hangt'~ in llit, lI~e ollhc \ilt'. I he bUlials 'lIl' dl~n"~l·d lIIore fulh in rdation 10 thcir <.ontext helO\\ 
('lee OJ,< ""ion), 

III E ANIMAL BONES by BETHAt-. C I J,\RLES 

\ Iotal 01 20 I :~ Irilgllll'lu, of heme wert' tollened h~ h.tnd Inun the "'Ul' 01 lhese.: 151 H rragll\t'llI~ well' II om 
lIOn .\gt' (()ntexl~ .tIld MI 110m pos.sibh 'eoluhi( Wllle"\, ,\11 btll t1l1t'i.' of Iht,,,l' \\ere from pll fIt"- I he 
I l'lllaiII ill)r.: dlll'l' liilKIlll'III'1 \'o-t'rt' from 1;1)t'1 639 In cillch 7:'~ .. \ towl of 111 h"agrnt'llls of bone. the llIi1i()lH~ 
()f"hkh Wt're ul1ltit'l1lifiablc. \'ocrc IlOI pha\Cd and h .. \c 111,1 ht'('11 in(ltldl'cilll tlli~ repoTi. In ,1<lcliIHHlln Ihe.: 
h.lIld wllt·(\t'd bOIl(' 21~1l fr.lgmt'lllS "CI(' wllt'clt'clln \a'\ing "nh Ille"he.:\ of > IOmm alld 10 - 1mlll. Of thi, 
lutal. ltlJ:\ h.lglllt:Ill' \'ot're Iron \gc and .:;7N fr.lgmt'l1t, \\('1(' nm pha'>l'cI Onh onc fraglllelll of unph.I'K:d 
'1('\"e<1 bOlll' hi!\ Iclenlliiablt' and this h ... , nOI bet'n indud<"d III the 1t.'POII 

\ I t'ilwt/o/OID' 

I hl' <l\~('lIIhl.I/{t: \\.1\ It.'corded un a ~lInpk relordlng ,Ileel "Imh l'n .. hlt'd a qllld, (..Iitul,lIion of 101,.1, .lIltl ,I 
lOugh t"SIIllMlion of Ihe nUllIhe.:r of indi\iduab ill ('.I(h lOIlIt.·xl 10 be.: made" \11 h'agmenl\ of hOlll' \\t:I"C 
cOllnlt'd mdllding dt.'mC'Ill' hom the \('I'Ie!Ral u'nlllllll, rih\ ,lilt! lonK hone ~h.cll'>, 'l'ilher 'umbt'l of 
Idelllifit.-d Spl..'<.imem ( ' lSI') or \linimulll '\umbl'l" or Indi\ Idll.ll" (.\1, II melhod\ of qUilnlih m/{ the I c1.lthe.: 
Irt.'quenn uf "'PCOC\ \\one u\f:d on the a .. ,elTlbt..~w '11I1lC hOlh .Ir<.' plOhknl<.lli( tt'thnique'i. 'dSP IS prom' In 
inau.ul'iltit". t'spccialh in d lt' tlUalllificmion of 'ii('\l'd "s~(,llIhl.lgt.'''', dll(' to Ihe hltt thilt il ilS"lIl1ll'~ thai a'IIIKlc 
IIIdi\irlUill 'lIlilllal i~ It'presenled b~ each \t:panut' bollt,. lilt' !C'("()\t'I, of ,mall bone .. such iI" phal,mgt." .lIld 
lo()<;t' tt'eth .llCeIHU.iIl'\ lhi., pmblcm b\ clIl,trging IhC' Imailltllnoc,- 01 indi\idu .. b. J-urlhennure aIlO\\.uIU- i\ 
nOI madt, 1(11 Iht., ri!( t Ih<l' bUII('S lila) be Icl.lled or I hill \Olllt.' \pt'(ic~ h,lIt, lIIort" bOll('S that olhel ..... I'. Although 

f:J I hi\ problem of interdependcn(t' i~ highlighlt'd b~ Dh. (,ra,\1lI1 , Quallltlnl"". ZO"t"mhal'fJiog) ( I~JH·t) 
and Ul O'Connor, ·(.OIJt:<.Ullg, "Ic\ing, and Animal Hnnt' Qu,IIlUfi(.Hlnn' (in Plt'p.). 



(Ill ~ COOh. \.!'ol> C "\.YI>I- '-I .. I \1 

\1,\1 I .... mort' -.elrtU\e method of quanuli(:ation, and IL~ It'lIUII .. are more aCCural(' than 'ISI~ it ICKI I .. 
plUhlt'1I1.1tl( .mel Ius bt"t"l1 '\hov.n to gi\e \aqing re .. uh .. under dilkrent lIr(Um~t:anct'lI I he mcthod imohn 
findUlJ.; .Inel 1t'(OIdin~ the mOl>t numt''roul>leh 01 right hand components frum a skeleton, The.".. LOlllponenl'" 
dl(' Ilwn pail ('<1 logether 111 order 10 pmduH' itn e"limaa,' of the minllllUIlI number of indi\ iduab I epre'\t'llicci. 
Ilc)\'.l'\el, 1ll.lIlhlllg p .. I1 .. '" i", extremeh subJt'<.ti\(' .mel II I' nUl alv.a\ ~ po'\'\ihle to obtain enough e1t'mellls frum 
all t'XI.I\dlinn 10 ("('"'pan: different 'I>e<ies, .1" 1\ Ihe (,"t' al Sleep Ie \3[00. (;ilben, Singer and Pt'llins ha\t' 
\ho",11 IhrouRh lheil (aitul,lIl0n\ Ihal ,. "<Impl(' numht'l 01 Ix.-Iv.t,t'!l IiO,OOO - 70,000 is lequilt'<1 to giH' II1l' 
.,,,nlt' (1t'J{l"t,t' III (C)Il.,i\lt'lll\ dS is gi\cn by NISI' "ilh Illtltll .. mallci , .. lmple ... 1Ii 

'\0 ;Ulempl \\, • ., mddt, to delt'lmine the '>eX ()f tht, .lIIimah h("(.III\(,' 0' it .. depende:llo Oil finding lht, Jc-" 
p.lIl, 01 Iht· ,It'lt'WII \\hl(h enahle: Ihis pHKt'" 't'llh('1 V..l' (umpari,nll of the 'liT 01 \("It,((t'd ,kl'lt'l.ll 
elt-lIlt'lIt~ alll'mpled bt'{;'lu,e 01 Iht·I;I(l of l!lIlIplt,tl' l'It'tIlt'lih III tht, tUlleulolI. 

\n ;tllt'IlIPI \\<1\ Illil(i<: 10 .. ep<llitlt' the ",hel'p and gO;lt hOlle!l -lilt' .,inul,lIIty of \\hith often 1'0\1,." dininiltil'~ 
in idt,ntifit.lIion - mlng Iht' uitt'n.t of Boe"'\I1('( ll7 and PIUllllllt,1 and hi\{ h (1986). HI Ilowen'r, ,in(t' tllt'll' 
Wt'!t' no PINtl\(' Identifi(dtlons of go.1I in the tOIlc:tlioll, alllapl'llH: hOlle .. ,lIl'liSted as shcq). 

\gt'ing- \\;" hil\cd on looth t'l UI)liull <lnd qllph\ ~t"tl fu~um, alth()ugh the l;lltel is les'i rl'liablt,. ~IIH'r'~ tahlt'''' 
\\l'll' meet to ).1;l\l' liming of epiph}\t"tI dmutt' fill nutll" and ~ht'l'p.I'1 loolh t'll1Plioll ,lilt! wear \',,1' lI1e""IIIt'<I 
mill1-\' ,I nllllhinauon of lhl' table, of SIIH'I:'U l'inlle ·~1 .lIld Cr.lIu:':'! It mu,1 be bOl"l1l' in mind Ihat looth 
t'tupuon .1Ilt! t'pipl" .. e .. 1 fU\lon 1.I(l''!> in preiu,lfIIl{ alllIlJ.lI, nl<!\ dint'l ~lighlh from thU't· of mOdl'111 anllllill, 

(,"muillum oj 11ll' hmJf 

\ I.lIgt' PIOI}f)Juon ()f Iht: bone c"'pl.nt'11 a IlIgh clt')~lt'e: ul .mnliOll.ll damage hOIll plan I IIK)l .. "lIh 
(h.II.lltl'li,t1t pilling and fine (Tt'\ilt" on Ill(' 'IIrtl«' ()f Iht, hom I hi, ma\- IIldicate th.u 111 mam (.1'1,." buri,ll 
\\.1 .. ,I ,Iuw pI 0«'" ,intI.' bOlle ... found 111 Otlllp.lliOiIolI dq>o .. ih 'IIt' mOlt' \lIbje:tllO hiodlt'IllKill d(li\it, hom 
plant IIKII' .mel It'adung of lhe hunt'ln <;uil,ludm (;Ill\l'<! I)\ pt'l1l'tl;lling lain or flo(xl \\att'I.:'·1 I ht, dl'1-\'lt·t' 
of .III1Uioll IIld\ ,II,!) bt, le-\ated tn tht: t'xtt'llt Ie) ",llI(h Ihl' bOlll" "'t'It' plOlt"Cled ,lllt'l dCI)()'lIioll In lilt' 

,1I(h,\t'ologl(OII fc:alllle:'" In "1)I(h Ihl" V.l'lt' clt'po"Ut'cl. CIt-e:pt'l ft-.lll1re .. plmidmg nU)lt' prolt'(IIOn Ih,1I1 
,hallo\\t"", I hl'llIgh dt'J.;H.'(' of d,lI11age .. lIllt'It'd I}\ IIMII\ oflhe .1I111llal honl'" hom '-J1l'cpie\.'lon lIIa\ h,tH' 
,tflnll'd nOI nllh Iht' plOpClrtional n'pn'!lent,IUon of t';\( h 'pt'lit" lutl ;tl'i() till' oh'!>encd inridelllt' 01 hlltc!ll't\, 
KII.I"ing and palholog\. 

1 hc:rt' W.h ,Ollie ,arjalion in lhe: (onditlon of Ihe hUlll' lrom dillt-nng (onlc:xlS and all <ttlt'lIIpt \\,1\ madt' 
to IIIl'a"Ult' Illl' de:gn.'e of attriliun \\hich had .tflt-oed the bone b, gLiding il O il <I sGtie h om I lO:l (I able I ~). 
(~I;tclt' 1 incli('IIl" Ihal the: ;lumioll;ll clamag-(' i, li,l{llI, \\ illl (lnl, a ft'\\, 01 no bOlles with signs of (,(tlung, g l .. <1(' 
2 thai lilt, 'Url.llt' area ... aITt'lled lei iI glt'illt.'1 dt'1-\'lce \\ IIh mml' of lilt, .. ud.I((' damagt'd. ,Ind gradt,;\ Ihat Illl' 
llIaJnllI} of hone hilS slIllt'rt'd <I lugh clt'grt't' of "II U(IIII.11 ,Inc! j11111111111i11 damage, rhc dl').1;T('l' 01 ,1111 ilion III 
l',l( II of Ihl' Pit (;1011))" tall be related quilt' '!>lIaightfnn\',llClh 10 Ihl' depth of Iheir pil .... rhe pll' III Gmup :l 
,lit' .,h.IIIO\\l'" Ihl:'\ haH'.tIl a\eraKt' (Ieplh of jll'\l O.:i III and an' Oil ilH.·rilgt·1. t time, \\idel thiln thl'\ ,Ill' 
dl'ep .\11 of tht, hone J'''elllhiages in thi ... gWlIp had sulkll'd he,l\\ d.lIllagt', being pbted in gr,ule:l. Iht' pit' 
01 (;IOllp 1 "t'lt' ,lighll, It-.. s shall(m. h.J\·illg.1II a\t'ragl" clt-pth O'jU\1 0.6 01., .lIld \\idths on a\erdKt· J.:S tilllt'., 
Iht'il depth. Ildll of the hones in thi, group wen' badh d,lInagt'd and \\ele plated in glade 3, .t1though :\W,~ 
had ,unt'ltd on" Iighl damage, htOillK pl<lU'd ill gl·;t(it- 1 I he pit, 01 Group 2 \\ere tht, deepe: .. " ha\inR ;tIl 

140 \., nlt'ellIl O'Cunnor, op. nl. nnle tj 
I: J. B(K'~'n('ll, '(htt'ological Ihlkreme, in She:l'p (();'I\ Il1It·\ 1.II1n~) and (,oal (Cnpm JII1(u\ 1 innC:')" in 

D. HI olhwdl .lIId i. , Ili~n;' (ed~.), ,)W'lIff I1l .111IuU'of0f.i) (19(;9), :l;\ I·:"H. 
I~ \\' 1', ullll1lt'l and ll. -J. hi"h, '.\ Guidt· 101 lin' J)I\ullui()1I 01 ~p('tie." sc, and !lo(h Si/t'lI1 BOlln 01 

Shn-p ,lI1d GOilt Jnl hdlllt'lli '){It'rllt', n (H)Hlil, 3t:'i-7i 
1'1 1..\ .. Sih l'l, . rhe\gclIlg 01 l)ol1lt',li( \l1l1l1al, III !\lOlh\\t'1I .md 1I1j.{).t\, oJ>, (it. note Ii, 2~U:H)~ 
,I) Ibid. 
-" S. P;.I} Ill' , 'Ki ll-ofl P"lIelll' in Shet'p ;111(1 (;o.u,: Ihl' \tanelihll" from \3\'<111 Kale', ·huliolinn Stml/rl, 2:\ 

(l97:\),2gl-:l0:t 
',:' ,\ Gralil. ' I he l.,t· ofl()olh Wear ,,\;t (~liIde 10 tlu:\gt' of l)oIllCSU( lngul<tle<;', III U. Wtl .. OIl, ( 

C, ig,on and \oj. Pa yne (l'ds.),~gt'mK fllIIl Sf'xmK~lIIm(11 110111"1 Jmm lH/wroloKufll StieI (BAR Jhi!. St", 109, 
I!lH2), HI-I()H 

~ R. \\'d'0I1,1IIc1 O. lh,unwell. 'Bone and ~hcli hidl'Il((", in\lJt-n and RohinS()I1, oj). cit. notl' :l-t, WH· 
9. 

,I t.g J. \1 , "'tlitlH, rhe ,\.mlllal BUill" '. III PJ t- ... ,ham, flif 1'1t'lwtonc St'ltlnTU'TlJ at lI'immli /JIIl/'JI, 

lrwrlif'lll'f: 1-.\rtlll(ltUlT!.1 oj :\LIHCJ S,ll' RI7 m 11.)76 muJ 1977 (lIalll ' Ficld Cluh and Al"(h'lt'ol. Stx 
\I ()IIUKI aph ~; 'U \.r(hat'ological Rl' .... lit' (:ClIllIlUltt't' Rq>. H. I n~n), H7-1 12 
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·[ABU. 12. DEGREU)f \n RIIIONAL DAMAGl 10 \'I\lAL BO'l~.S I' 
E.\CIl CO'I EXT 

Compln. 

Pit Croup I 

nnAL (110., ~) 

Pit Group 2 

IOTAL (no., rr,f) 

' IOTAL (nc. 'if) 

I'ostholc 558 
Di.ch 732 

1'.1 

519 
549 
,=152 
565 
583 

530 
531 
53M 
539 
678 
689 
693 
706 

587 
618 
688 
702 
730 

I (lnL\t) 

50:~, !l09 
518 

3. :lWf't 

64M 

535 

691 

725 

4,25Ck 

559 

/Jt{!;Tu oj attnJlfJP/a/ dam(llJf 
2 j (most) 

517 
540 
56-I 

609 5M-1 

1. 1:l'k 1.50'k 

fl50 
527 647 

536 
557 

679.G81 
701 690.692 

696 
707 

7. 11<;1 5.31lt 

5H8.589 
619.620 

687 
i05 
714 

7, lOW 

639 

average depth of 0.9 Ill . and widths on avcragt: only 1.8 limes their depth. Less than a third of the bOlles 111 

this grollp were hadl~ dam<lgcd. Mmt WCIC plact:d in grade 2. It thcrcfc"}I"c seems likel~ that much of lhe 
danldgc LO tht: bones c~n be attributt:d 10 rust-depositional f;l.ctors. (It 'ihould be noted. ho\\c\'er. that ,oTlle a! 

leasl of thc boncs 111 piLS 587 and 618 ill Pit Group 3 lila) be Neolithic rathcl·than Iron .\ge in dme. and thu~ 
would be mort: likely to have suffered post-depositional damage.) 

Only eight fragment.s of bone had dear signs of carnivorous damage. although must of the traces would 
have bc.."t:n removed by post-depositional damage. Most were on shcep long bones foutld In conteXL'i 503 .md 
509. both in pit 519 in Pit Group I. 

Signs of butchery were also I-Me. occulTing on onl) 6~ of tht' identified bone. BOlh knifl' marks and signs 
of the use of heav) <:hupping instrumenu. ",cre record<"d. rhe majority of knife marh ",cre again found on 
sheep bones. Nearly ,III of the fr.lgments of bone with butcher)" marh \\ere radii. hllmerii and the tibia. 
indicaung fiIJeting. Knife marks were also identified on an a5trdgalus <lnd mandible. rhe Illajorit" of (hop 
marks were found on autle long bone.,. In addition. possible saw-mark!. were found Oil an innominate hone. 

Only a small propOllion of the bone was burnt: mughly 5%. oflhe hand collectcd bone. and 14t:t of the 
sie"'('ci bone. Most uf lhc burnt bones could not be identified. but those amungst Ihc hand collected bout: 
which could tended to be sheep feet bones and cattle ribs. Two of the burnt sieved bones were icielllifi<."d as 
being a shcep rib and a sheep mewpochaJ (ond~le. 1l1C far"Kcst concenlrallom ofburm bone wcre in context\ 
503 in pH 519. 548 in pit 549 (both in Pit Group I). In comexi 557 in pit 539 (I'll (;roup 2). COllleXI 619 III 

pil 618 (PII Group 3). possibl) Neolithic in date. and in context 559. the fill of posthole 558. 
Perhaps as a rcsuh of their poor cnndiuon no indication of pathological (hanges were obscr·yed on .Im of 

the bones. 
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~Pt'flt'\ rrpr'\('II/l1ium 

(ht·1 .111, .. heep dominatt' lhe <lSloemblage 01 hand wilt·ttNt bone, Ilhtl..lI1g up 59l.t of the Idcnuliabll.:' Iraglllt"lll!! 
(:,Ittk .lIt: lilt: (lnh OIh(:1 WIllIllOIi !!I>etle!l moiling up :17(,t (induchng thoSt', po!lsibh ~t"Olilhic in datt', hom 
I'll III H)" IJig 101111" Ju .. t :l",i ofthe a .... clllbl.lge, l he Cllht·1 ... petie!! are lepre\('nted til \en small qUolllliti<:!o: there 
"t"It" .\ It· .... h agmt"m, of hnr-.e bone. mainh looth .mel .. lull bon<: It .IJit!t1(:nh; dog .... as r<.'pre'l<'nled In a \<..lpula 
h.lgml'nt, ollld lilt- cl<.-el h~ .lllbi.l fr.lgml'lll, 

h .... tlh Ih<.' h.uld wll<."l'ted bOlll' .• 1 high pHlpOlwm of Ihl' !>lc\ccI hone "a!t unidenlifiahle, .. lmO\I H'lIallll~ 
ht'''lIl'>t" of the hilgmt'lllan condition of a high plOpoltion of 11ll" hOllt· in the assemhlage" lIo .... (·n·1. ahno"l 
I"f), ( of lilt- 'It"\('d hOllt· ~\hKh tould he idt'nulietl ".l\ hOIll .. ht"l·P ilnd t<lule" In additHHl to the l1uin dOlllt'!ollt 
,pt·( In IIlt'n: \H.'t<." .11", " k .... fragnwllh of ,m<lUlo(h"nt hont·'!, 1\.0,/) pig It·t·th \OJ t:lt· al\() (oll('oed ill lilt" .. al1lplt: 
l'ml-c!t-pthitioll.d plCK,l· ..... e .. , lu)\\e\u •• lIt- lil..l'h In haH" alktlt·t! tht· prnllC>r1iollal replt· .. el1wtioll 01 each 
,pt·c It"', Pig hOllt" .. , lUi t',ample, ,i1t" II1mt": porum .Ind 11.Ij.(ilt, Ihan Ihmt" of ,heep and (,Utll' ,l11d ,m: It", likt"h 
10 'III\L\e. Plj.( \\.1' Iqnt·'l.:'ntt'd ;llmo..,1 t'litilt'" In Inlh dellHlmlrating the POCH pre\c'natioll of otlwl ,kelt'liIl 
dC·llwnl..,. 

I 11(' ilKe of ,\lIilll"l~ ill deilth 111.1\ .11,0 han' II1IlUC'IH c"d Ihe !>ropc,nioll,11 rl.:'prt·~c nlalic'n 01 ..,pel in, Pi).!;, "'t'll' 
).\'t"lIt·I;\II~ fulled ",ht'n \oung ,inu: Ihl.:'\ WelT pllll1,"i1~ \.tiut'd •• , ,I \UlIIH' uf me.H, lal <llld ..,kill, It \\." 1I0t 
t·, ollomi(' tn I..l·('P thc" ,Ulimal, 1111111 11111 matlll in I ht"" ilUll1atUlt hom', "CHIld be Ie" Itkeh 10 '"1\ l\t" th.uI 
Ihn't" CIt oldel .1111111011 .. lable Iii ,how\ tllilllht, llIillUlI\\ 01 <.:alllt".lppt·;tr 10 ha\('I)(;'t'11 ll1aturt"·, IlcJ\\t·\(T. dltt" 
In tht" pOOl ton<iilion 01 Ihe lll<ljtllll\ ollhe bOllt·' II I' p,,.,,ihlt·lh.u 111.111\ ulthe bone~ ollllll1l.lIUlt"l1Idl\ldll.ll, 
h,IH' 1101 'ouI'\I\(·d 

"111111,11 LI<lOl' 11101\ h<l\e allecled Iht' rt'pn·'t'lIt.llioll (If ,lIn'p, I hc' ('\ielt·net· prmldt"d 1)\ t'!>ipll\\t· .. 1 111'101] 
'''g..:nl' Ih.H. ii' al 111.111\ (llht'l 11011 \gc' ,ite' 'lUh.I\ \11IIg-it' .. Dlhh .. '"' ;t large plOpUluon of Iht, ,hl,t,p .... t·ll· 
lillt-d .It an l'al" a~l" (fable Ii)"\" \\,il,ull 1'1'01'0'>(". it 1\ pwlMblt- Ih.llihe Illd.JOnl\ of iml1laullt' .. nilll.ll, 
I..llIt"ct .... t·lt· \-oulIg r.m ... or "elht·I ... _~h \i .. intt'nalltl· 01 lilt' 1l0( I.. "uuld Iht'n bt' m.1.imalllt'd thmugh Ihl' 'lUI \ I\al 
01 Ihe 1ll<lICllil\ of l'\Iot", .. nd i.I ,m.IIIIHLmht:1 uf 1.111)' 01 \H"Lhl"", J Ill" mOlt· rdi •• hk c·\idt'nn· h(lm IOnlh 
""I UptiOIl. ht)\',t"\(·I. ~lIg~(''''I), Ih.1I .1 c(ll1!oldl'rabll' I'IIIPOIIIOII of Ihe ,hc't'p wen' l..illt-d .11 .111 ol<lt:1 .I~t:, I ht" 
IlUmh"'1 "I h,IKmt"lII\ 110111 immalllll' ,Iwep, !to\\\"\l'l, IIM\ bt' "nt'(ll'cI h\ tht' poor tontiitioll of thl' hollt· 011 
Iltt· 'lilt· ;l1lt1 11\;1\ nol ha\'e .. uni\ed "'I .... t'll ,I'i Ih.1I ot olcit-I aninhlb. \ huther indicalion Ihal !llwt'll IIM\ ht, 
ulldl'l -I Cpl e ... t·llIt·d in tht' as'iembl<lKt· i, 1'1'(1\ idt:d In Iht' 1.1(1 that the 11I~h numbt'r ()! .. kdeL.tl elemt'IlI' II om 
.. hn·p .lIt' Plt'<lOIlIlIl<l1l11\ Inun tht· IX"tll'r ptt,,,",,t'd (ontt.''\h "hlbl the ((lIltl'''' , ... ilh badh l)lt'''t"I\("<I 
h.lgl1lt'nt .. <lrt· ,lllIIml ,nlt'h dnmU),lIt'd In lault- 1)(lIIt",_ I hi .. P,UIt"1 n. hO"'t·\cr. IIM~ "I\(] I>t'("pl.lllw(\ h' I Ill' 
PIt"il·lt'nl i.tI dt'j)o'iIlIOIl ollhe bonn of dint'llng 'pl'(lt· .. III dilll"nn~ p.lIl, of Ihe ,iIC· 

IIH' f.I(1 Ih,lt rOlllk hone pledomin,lIt''i in pit {ilH, .1' ill ,III dw OtiWI pit, in Pit Crnup :1, i'i 011t' algu11It'm 
IIJI dOlling I hi.., 1<.-<lllIl't· to the Iron ,\gl' 1.llhl'1 11"'11 to Iht· t\l'olithic. It i,. ho .... t'\'el. 1I0\ll{'"hll' thall.lulc' hOllt·, 
,lit' no 1Il0ll' COllllllon Ih<lll pig 111 lilt" lIppel till (f)l~)) of Ihi, Pit" "('c'llll"~ In <;a\, tht' ,ample of pO'o'Lhl~ 
't'olnllic IXlIll" L' 100 ,mallLO plmidt' .U1\ n:all1l'i~hl' Into tlu' ,uh"'lt'Il<'<" I:tunOI1\\ ollhe .,ill' dlLllll~ IIt.1I 
Pl"ll(xl 

-,/)(Ilm/tlOna/lim /11 tllt'dl'/)o"\I'timl of (ll1Imal holU" 

I h(' dillt'lt'llu" til tI\l' flcquenq wtlh ",hi(h tht·twu IIImt COIIIIllOIl 'Pl'( il" , "heep alld (0 ..... 0((:111 in lilt' tllln' 
){I IH]P' c)1 pit'! i, \t'l \ Illill·ketl (I ilblt" I ~l~ I :1)" I.)ht'l.:'p I1l.1l..t· up iNC; (I Jli fragments) of lilt' htmt' fnun I'll (~nl\lp 
I .l1lcl7 1('f' (9;~) h.I":"1(:II1'» from "]1 (.mup 2, hut onh fl'( Ii fragmt'nl,)1101l1 Pit Group:1. In (nmr.l~t. c.mlt­
.UW\l1Il lUI Hit;( (110 h-OIgmt'lIls1 (If Ilu"lxHle hum PII (;IOUp:\ bUl onl\- 19'- (:t\ fr.IKlIlelll'l <mel 2:\1, ~'\I 

It .1).;'lIlt'Iil') hom I'it (.mup), I and 2 It''Pt'(li\'t'h. I hI, I.Mllt'l n hilll' ill Iht" delibt:rale dt'pmllion olllw I t'l1t.1lil' 
01 clllktt'IH "Pl"(I,,'" in clillerent pilll .. oj the '11<.' - ptt·clomllli.lnth c ;til It, in Ihe pil alignnlt"11I in tht· lIIicldl(' (If 
Ihl' ,ilt-, ,1I1e1 plt'domin.lIl1l), .. het·p in Ihe pil KICHllh Oil t"illtl'r \lck 

\\'ii-;on and Blam .... eli. op, cil lIolt· :>:l. 
'. IhLd" 
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1.\IILf. 1:1. 'l \IIH.RSOF IL"DCOLUCHll \,,\1\1 BO'fS" 1'1 r {;ROLP I B\ CO, I E'I 

f"alu1/' elmt,,:1 Cnttl~ Shup /lor\,. PI/.! RfH'Dt'n DOl( l'",dmt'jll'd 

I'll .1 I ~I 30:\ :, 30 99 
509 4 5~ :::.; 

Pit 519 5"'7 ~ 7 IH 
51M :I 25 22 

Pit ~,:i2 ,-10 :1 3:1 

Pil 565 564 4 

I'it 5toU 5tH II 7 90 
1)09 I 9 10 

101 \1 :1:1 136 I :1:1:\ 
f ( 01 identified bOIlt' I ~yf( 1St;( I (i 1'-, Iff l<;f 

I'o ... thole ;82 :)39 46 H:I 

1\lIlfl4 "L\IIIfRSOIIL\'DCOUH HIl \'.\\1\1 no,.\ 1'1'11 GROL P ~ 8\ CO, I r.X I 

"mllat' cv",,.xi Callie Shup , ((11\,. PIg { 'rJuinllljin/ 

I'll :l:lO fi50 2 ~ 37 

PII 5:i I 527 II 2 2:\ 
6-17 X 
().lX 2 Ii 

Pit ;-):\8 536 \) 

Pit 5:~9 Y\5 4 15 2 5·1 
557 8 II II 

,'it 67H 679 1M II 
6R I 3 D 10 

I'll (}8!i 690 :I II 
691 :I :I 
6~12 ~ I 
701 2 :\ 6 

I'll fj~U b96 3 

I'll 706 707 ~ 7 
725 2 

101.\1 31 95 ~ 6 289 
(( of identified bone 23<;f 7 I~( ')r' -, 5r::t 



l!lH S COOK \N D C. HAYDI'".N .. : I Al.. 

1 \BU. i;). \ll:MB~RS OF HA:-ID COLLECTED A:-'I\I,\J. BONES IN PIT GROep 3 BV CONTE'" 

I't-alm"! COIlU:\,t Call1t' Shrrp P'g UlIIdt'1lliJitd 

Pil688 687 16 3 2 39 
687 19 

Pit 702 705 16 33 
705 10 5 
705 77 

PIt 7:·HJ 714 II 2:-\ 

Pil 587 588 I 26 
589 9 2 110 
589 25 12 

Pit Ii J H 619 :1 3 11 
620 9 20 

IOIAL 110 7 9 lOB 
(A or idemified bone 87% 6% 7% 

Di\C/mioll 

rht.'rt: arc ,>neral possible t!xplalliltiom rOl" this palll'rning in the di.,triblilion or bones, In pall the pattern 
lila) be due to differential preservation 01 the bones of diOenng ~pccics in COntexts or dille ring dept h, i1 ha~ 
alrcad, been noted Ihat hert', as at other sites.57 rattle bOIl(:s unllr ilion: rrequentl}· in the shilllowl'l (Ontl'xis 
(l'it Group 3) wht.'re bone pre:o>enaliull is WClI''>e, whilst sheep h()l1(~s pl(:dominale in the det.·per wnlt'xt~ (Pil 
Gmups 1 and 2) where presenation was heuer. The difTen.:nccs in the rl-cquency witll \\'hich :.hct'j) and f<ttde 
o((ur in the three pit groups. ho,,"c\'er, an": much mort': marked Ihan Ihev are at other sites Id1(,1"(, ,lIdl 
il11crpl"etOltions han" been pUT fnr. .. ard.:'~ h has also been nuted that cattle bones an;' gCIlt:lalh bellc!" 
I "'presented near the peripheries uf 1 ron ~\ge sites. whilst sheep al C mon~ common near the (eiH n,::YI ~uth (I 

patlcrn may arise bec..:ause cows and sheep were IlUlfhcred in diOcril1g pal-lS or the Sill'. <Inc! Ihe wasl(' 
gCllenl!cd was deposiled nearby, or b('cause the hll'gel qU<II"l1ilies of waste derived from U)W C<.tl(ass('s were 
simply deposited further from habitaTions:.H lht! edgt:' ol"lh(:, Sill' thdn were the remains ol"sll('cp. II i<i 'll~n 
possible th"t the dilfelt!1l1 p.Htcrns or deposition arise Iwcaust: of Ihe diflcl-em values or meanillg.~ of 111(.' 
rcmail1s f!-om dilTe.-ing species. (attle perhap:. being used IClI" I('asling or sacrifice, whilst sheep f(l1"nH..'d a nHl1e 
q110tidian kind of rood , The vcry marked, albeit nOl absolu\{' dil1<:fclHes in thc location or dt!positioll of shel'p 
and Lallie bones m:w be best explained in these.: terms. 

(\lthough overall sheep clearly domimllc the assemblage of Iron Age bones, as is the case at otht.'1 ~ites in 
thl' H'gion such a" Farmoor,60 Abingdonb\ and Mingies Oitlh ,u:! ,he exi:;tence of spatial dislillllinllS in the 
deposition of animal bones highlights the problems olll1<tking inferences about the proponium nl e.: .. uh 
species which h'ere exploited. The e\iden('e rmm Steeple Aston docs. however. provide some c\identc 1m- Ihe 
pastoral econom) of the sileo 

rhe age or death or the ~hl'ep indicates that a .. ileahlc proportion were kept until rull) llIatUI"t.', pmiJ .. lbl, 
fOl theil' fleece. The~ nm)' also haH.' been milked, altilOugh tht> evidence for this is not conclusin'. l he fact 
Ihat the majority of the sheep \\CI"(: nonetheless killed at;1 young age may indicate thaI farming 1\',,, ill fan 
Ionised upon arable produclion, allowing the prcm<Jl11re killing 01 tht.· )()ung sheep. 

Sillce il was not possible lo sex the cattlc, and Ihere was 110 evidence of" pathological t.han~es Ih,1\ mighl 
indicate hard worke.:u animals, Ihere is no demo evidence as to whether cows were beillg kepI 1m Illilking 
purposes 1)1" \vhethcr oxen w(;'n~ being kept rOI- draught purp()<;('~, ~l he age of the G.lllle dot's imph lhal 

57 E.g. Maltb)" op. cit. note 5-1. 
58 Ibid . 
.";!) B. Wilson , Spatial Pall1'r1llng flmong Amlll(ll ROllf.~ m Srtlit'mnll ArclultD/og:.·: (lll £ngb~h ~.\pl(}ml/(}// (BAR 

Blit. Scr. 251, (996). 
till R. Wilson and D. Bramwell, 'The \ 'enebrates', III LHlIbri(k and Robinson, op. cit. note 12 
til B. Wilson . The Animal Bones', in Parrington. op.lit. nute II, 110-38. 
62 Wilson and Bramwell. op. cit. note 53. 
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1.111[,. 16. tI'l PIIYSE.\L FL SIO' " ( \ n U FRO\I II "D COLLtC rm BO'E 

12- IX "I/mtl!.\ 
111I1lleru-. di~tal 
Radius prm.imal 

2-2.5 )nln 

\1el<l(al pal di'ttal 
("ibiol eli!)t"l 

2.25· 1 \'flIn 

\kt<llal"';al di'iwl 

1.5.'1'(1/.1 
Femur proximal 

1. 5- 1)I'(ln 

Radill's distal 
Ilumcl"lIs proximal 
Femur distal 
Ilbi<l plOximal 

I.\IIU. 17. fPIPII\,SUL FLSIO' I' SHU'!' fRO\! II "I) COLLECTED BO:\E 

I{) //IOllth.1 

IlulIlcrus distal 
Radius plOximal 

18-2·1 IIIontli, 
Metacarpal disL."11 

'.5-2 -,fan 
libl .. l (ilSlal 

20-28 mOllth.1 
\1ctillar\al di~lal 

2.; ,wan 
Ft: ll1ur proximal 

l.\ean 
R,ldJlIS distal 

). 1.; .\t'lln 

J lumel'll'i proximal 
Fernm disL.al 
I ibia proximal 

2 
:1 

2 

L'1Ijused 

2 

2 

I.\I\LE lB. ro011! tRL 1'110" 01- SlIf."1' MA:-iDIBLES 

Age 0-6 week .. (j mOl/till 18 mOlltk~ 3-4 Jears 

'\umbel' of \Iillldibies 7 10 



200 ... <;()()t.;. \~[) L_ 11,'\\01:. .... 1'1.'\1, 

l:llough aduh<t .... ere preselH to mainl<lin hcrd numocr§, and it is Iikch lhal the animah \\erc used ror 
plouglung ii' \\~II as 1m IranspOl-l. ('here all' no ju\'enill' callie bones in lhe coJlecuon impl~ing Ihal il is 
unlikch th.u thl" caltle were being milled on a large S<.aJe. }-In .... cH· .. , due to the poor presen'auon ofnMny of 
[he hone\ Ihe lllH'nile fragmt'lIlS may nOI ha\'e sun'l\cd. 

I hert- is 'l"-' little nidence r~garding the pig., fnund on thc ~ite due to the fact that their bone"i .... ere sn 
pOOl h prt'sl'l \ed [hal onh leelh remained Similal-h, there .... a'i n"n little c\idellct' of horses on Ih(' 'iile, II i'i 
nOlll'lI.1I1l \\hethel the f~\\ Ihat ""Clt' leple~('nled \\ele .,Iilughtcled slnu.· none had dear sign.. ofhUldlC:'~ 
on the honc,_ Ihe lack of other smallel SPt.'Cil-S on IIu.' 'Ul.' 1'1 abo probabl) the I esulL of the poor p,-eo,ervatioll 
01 Ihe bOlles. Ihc 'Ingle fragment of roe decr indi«Hl'~ that hunting .... as p,-actised on a small ~ale and 
(ontlih"'l'd to the ditl of Iht' sHe 

III~: CIL\RRlD PLM,n REMAINS by RL III P[LLlM, 

DUling Iltl' l'XUl\iltiollS ~oil ~alllpies \\('I/.· taken 110m Ihl' pus, pO''Itho1t.:s, the p(ls~ible enc1osun: diuhes 724 
"lid 7~~ I, and ditch 629. Sample ,i/('s ranged from 15 I() 100 IlIl"t's bUI were generall) 40 lilres. I he sample, 
oOl'r Ihe opPol"lunit\ to t'xamine Illaterial fmm an area or Oxfordshire nOl as intensi\ely ~tlldicd a~ olhel 
1>'-l1t, of Iht, ("OUI1l~, and to examinc the similal itlt.·~ b('I\\("('n tilt' LpPl'1 '-hames Valley and the Rin:r Clu'l \\e11. 

Mrl/Jod\ 

\ IOt.1I of 29 ~alllple~ wt're processed b, bull \\,IIt'1 llot,lIion onto a 2501l-1ll mesh and welt' submitted 101 
'1IIilhw~, Due to limited funding the anillY<ii., \\a~ H.'slliclerll() il delailed as"icssmel1t. E.ach nllt .... as la,dull, 
'tanlll'c1 under a binocular micrmcope at xlO alld x20 lIIagnification dO\\11 to 500J.l-1ll. An\ chan cd sec'(" 01 
dliLfl not/.'<-I \\/,'I/.' pI()\i"iionalh idelllified and '1Il approximation of ahundance was made. FragmenL' 01 
/. h'll (oal .... (;'I/.' h'act uled and examined in lL.llls\el ,e \/.'( lion and prmisional Identifications made 

Challed ~('ech and chafT \\l'rc presclll in 25 \illlIpl("~ Of Ihme samples, lhirtecn contained a total numher of 
Itl'lIl" greatcr Ihan 20. ·111(;' (:omposilion of thc,c thint't'll 'Mnple .. i~ ~hown in Lable 19. I he rl'Ill'IIil'! al"/.' 
quantified on a fOUl point .s<.:ale: + = 1-\ 0; + + = 11·50, + + + = :-; 1·1 00 items and 100+ items_ NOlllenchttlll't' 
and t<lphonol1li( order follows Clapham, lulin and l\Ioore.h1 Samples which contain useful quantitie, 01 
nWll'lial "Cll' tlrgd) dcrin:d fmll1 the pit'> hUI .. 1'0 imiuril'd thlee .. am pies rrom posthoit's. I here \\il~ .. 1 

glt',lICI <il'mit} of !'l'maillS rrom the two out('1 pi" (Groups \ and 2), especially from Ilit Group I S<llllplL', 
tah-Il frolll the ditdu:s and inhumatiom ploduu-d H'I v O(liiSional cCll'al grains on I)_ 

!·.lI.lcptiollally, sample 26, from 1<1)/.'1 619 in pit 61B, wntams fragments of nul shell of COry-h1l (11'i,lImw 
(hMc1) a_~ wt'll as iI lOU pic of grains of Ihl/wIII \/Jella (spelt \\ heat), Thi .. pit also containcd Ncolithic pOllen 
dud 1110,>t of the worked fllnl found Oil the .,lIl" probably ill~() of carlit'l 'eolithi(- datt'o Iiatelllul shclh, IOu, 
.... (. more (·haraclcri .. tic of the "\eolithir Lhantht' I rOil Age, and IilUs lend r.;uppon to the idea Ihill this featUl'e 
" \;t.'olithir ill date. II0w('\'t'I", tht' prescl1{-e of 'Ilwll\ of IIl'iiteilinae molluscs, generall\ thought 10 bt, '-1 

1lI(,dit"'ill introduction_ suggesb that this layer has ~ufTcled hom .,ome Illuch laler diSlUrbanlt'_ 
rhe (h.u red il~selllblages are dominated b, (('leal chafT, lIotabh the glume bases of 1hlirum I/Jdlll hpdl 

wheat) and indeterminate hulled 7iilirllll1 sp. (t:'IlUllt'r 01 ,pelt \\heat). eel-eal grain of .. pelt \\ht'al ,1Ild 
lIIdetcrminaLC.' hulled "heat were representt'd in all grain 'I~'il'mhlages. \;0 posilive irielllificalion of 1'1111(11111 

dU(){,(1II11 (emlllel wheal) \\ere madt:' and it 'eem'l Iileh that emmt'l 1\<15 absent h'om the asst'mblage" "'ipdt 
\\ hl·'11 i\ dearl~ the principal cereal,-epre .. entcd_ Hflrdrwlll'ulgflrr (hulled badey) is represented b~ gram and 
1.ldli, inlt'nH}(I('~. Occa .. iunal as, mlllt'u-ic;L1 graim indi(;rlC' Ihe prt'~en(e of six-row hadt',_ O(c;Lr.;ional grain 
and !';llhlS nodes of free.tlneshing lhluIl1!l \p. m,t\ Il<I\e Ix.·('n g-rowlIIg as rogtles .... ithin the .. pelt \\ hcat l rop 
or 11M) he .llllore retent contaminant oflh(' '>ampll" 

I hl' wl'l'd assemblages consist largel) of arable spelie~. L.lrge quantities of 8roflilLI ~ubs('(1_ /-:ubmIllIB 
(hi olm- gra~s) wert' present in .. eve!al sample"i and Ill", ha'l' bl·/.'Il deliberate" han-ested .... ilh Ihe (Tnp~, ~Ollll' 
c\ic\(;'mc 01 .... inter ~o\\ing IS pl'()\ided by Iht, frt'<JU/.'1I1 sel'cb of (;a[mlll o/Jen"f (goosegrass), an atllumn and 
.... illl('! germinating species. Occa<;ional seed\ of Mot/1m j(mtmltl (blinks), 1~'leocIuHi\ jJalll~/ri\ (common spik<:' 
I ush) and Care.\" sp. bedgc,) may bt:' the rcsllil of agrinrltural <I(lint)' on Ihe wetter ground towards 01 (In lht' 
flood plain, Sn'ds of l{:'gllmin()u~ speut's ,Ill' also lair!) f()1II1110n_ I hey alC oflen lakcn 10 be till indicdtOl of 
declining soillerulit) ilnd l'educlion in nilHlgc'n levels_ 

hl \R. Clapham, I.G, Tutln and D.\f 'IOOll', Flora IIi Ihr Britt," hlt,l (.1rd cdn_ 19H9). 



(+ 1-10; ++ 
L\BU 19. C()\II'O.." I 10'\ OF ).\MPLES OF (:1 !.\RIU n IIL\ '\ I RL' \I , \I'~ 

II-50; +++ = 51-100 itclll~ OInd 100 + ill'lm) 

"'peclC,'" 1-cal II I I;" Clunpll'" Pit Gruup I I'll G, oup 2 

Fe,nult' 519 519 519 )52 ~}65 !lH:l ;-,:m ~l:m iliH 
COllle,' :)O:~ 509 :)H-l :)., I :)()i ()()9 .i:l5 :1.-,7 6i9 
S.ll1lp1t· :1 I (; H 17 2:\ 7 !I Gr, 

\'olulIl(' (1LIIl'~) 10 10 40 JO - :1.:1 III III fiO 

h,t/(1l111 'I)dll' Spch \\ heat J,.'TiJin ++ ++ ++ + ++ + + + 
Jhl/(1l111 '!:dlfl Spell wheal glulllt' b,,<,c.' ++ ++ 1:,0+ ++ ++ ++ - + + 
/i'll/oWl ( ,rofllllll ,1/H'IIO Emmel Spell wilt.:;!! grain ++ + ++ ++ + + + + 
Jntll'lll11 III(m(/l1II /Ipeltll EnllllcriSpclt wiwat glulllc 1),1 .. 1.' +++ +++ 250+ +++ + +++ + + 
tr,fulllII "p. Frec-till-c~hmg 1\ hl'at );"1 ,Ii II - + + - - -
Ih/I(lml sp. FI ee-threshing IMhi., intt:1 norl" - - -
Ihltnwi sp. Wheal grain + + + + + 
!III/drum "II/Wlrt' Barley, hull{'d d..,~,m{,lIiclll{lain + - -
Ilort/rlml ~p B,ldc), hulled grain ++ + + + 
Ilrm/rllm "p. Bade, g r.un + + - ++ - + ++ 
Il/IIdrrHII "'I' Bade, Tachl.., + - + - - - -
C{'I(.'il liil mdt" CrOtin + - ++ - + ++ + + 
(;/11,110 fH'fllww Ilazd nut :,h('l1 h-agmcm", - - - - - - -
"'",lIlI1a ..,p. hlmilOn - - + -
SIII'III' "'p. (:ampioll. (:;Itchfl, + - - - -
SiI'lltlrla IIIn/1(I t)pe Chickweed - + -
\lmJlm j01l101ltl "'lIb",p. Blmk .. - - - - -

jlmlmlll 
(:h(,III'/XI(/11I1II ~p hll lien Cooscloot - + + + 
I/ripin "'r Orach{' - - -

1"1(/(J,I.a/I)I"U.\ ~p. \'etch. VClt'hling - + - + + + - + -
LCJ{1I1ll1110..,.ll' legume, ,,11<111 M'l'deli - - + - - - + -
UWIlt"\ \P Dock ... - - + - - - -
l'o/)/fIllIlWI lI1'ulIlm., Knotgl'<lsS - - - - + - + 
Plal//ago I01!ll'ofolll'llfdw Plilillago - - + - - - -
(.alilllll aJuTIII/' Coo\egras\ Cieill{'I'" - + - + + + + - + 
I-,/I'()rJlflm PO/llltri\ COllllllon Spikc Kmh - + + -
eMt'), sp Sedges - - - - - + 
IJmlllll,\ 1/I/lw(1 / '."1I1mJIIlltl Ihome gra ...... ++ - +++ ++ + ++ + -
Irrltl'lIf1lh,.nwl ... p. False O<lt~CI;'I"3. Wht'1 - - - + 

(;1,lIlllllc:.lt.' Gr.ISS, larH:c seclic:d + - - - + + 
(; •• 11I1ille;!(· GI""lSS. SIlhill ,{'('cicci - + - - - - + 
Qllnoo 'P OaJ... chan·o.1I + - - + - + + + 
l'ulTlmdcat· .\pple Pear 1I,\\\lhol"ll Cil. {11;\rUM I - + -
(.'0";./11,\,.111114\ "'P HaLl'i .\ldcr - - + 

Pit 
(;l()t 'l 

:1 

61~ 55H 
f)19 539 
26 1:1 
40 10 

+ ++ 
+++ 

- ++ 
lOO+ 

- -
-
-
-
-
- + 
- -
- + 

+++ -

-
-
-

-
-
-
- -
- -
- -

-
+ 

- + 
++ 

- -
- -
+ 
+ 

P()\th()it.'" 

;').iH 
;):)~I 

Iq 
III 

++ 
100+ 
++ 

150+ 

-

++ 
-
-
-
+ 

-

+ 

-
+ 
-
+ 
-
-
+ 
+ 

++ 
-
-
-
-

:IH2 
;iHO 
IH 

++ 
100+ 

+ 
++ 
+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 
++ 

-
-

+ 

++ 

:; 

J 

, 
J 

c 
/ 

,e 
C 



~():.! .., (. 0 ()" .\ 1'.: IJ C II A Y D r. N I· J A I 

f)uC/l\,U'01I 

rlU .. ' Iligh pt:rn.·ntage of glume ba!>('!> <Ind arable \\<ee:d sccdo; slIggC'>lS thai the assemblages conlllSl of cere,,1 
plO(t'~~lIlg delm"'_ po~~ibh used a~ fuel and ledepO\lled it\ refuse in !>torage pits and other f,"ature!>. '>ome 
degrt't.' of .. ie\ing s('ems 10 ha\(' l<1l..en placc rel1lming Ihe .. mall wc,'d M'eds. As i!> the GISC in the Lpper 
Ih<llllt'" Valle, and generally in southern Bruain, spell wheal \\a\ the pnlltipal cereal cuiti\'ated, hulled harle) 
lorming a .. nol1dan nop, BrOllle gnl!>\ may h,l\(' 1>('('11 ("()lIt,t.tecl .1\ .111 additional fodder or food crop. 
-\!>~('ll1blilgC" "I(h a .. Ihi!> are I\pi('al of .. mall or medium o,{'<lle producer sites on the gr.avelterrace .. of the 
L ppt'l lhalll"" \'allt,\ as. I(H t:'\.ample, <It ,\.",II\,ilh,,, . \bingdon, within whilh a certain amount of proceo;sing 01 
H'lt· .. 1-. Wit .. « OndU(ICd hl Ihi~ i .. in contra" 10 ~it(: .. 011 tht.' flood plain such as Fannoor which lend lO I)t' more 
p ... 'toralh ba~t:d.li'i 

I he \H'ed il .... entbl<lge ..... ugge~t a lairh .. tanciarci Ill,mm: lIOn .\goe weed flora. The pre~(·n(t.' of CallUm 
fI/lfl11lt suggests <III autumn SOWI1 wh(';,\{, <l~ i~ H,'pl·;t{t'dly Ihe GISt' in Iron ,\ge 5.ites in Oxford5.hire. All inncil~e 
in the: illdi(atol"s of marginal floodplain soib ,llId deplcling soill('lIility Oil liMn) 'rhamcs graveb Slle.s suggests 
,Ill 1Il(f(';t\ing intemity of culu\auon. The OHUIH'IlC(' olmanh} specit,s and legullles suggt'!>l'l this lila), abo 
h(· th(· paucrtl Itl thc Stc"ple A~ton area. 

(;('n('rall~ the as ... elllblages !>tlggesl Ihat the arable: ('('OIHlIll\' of the sitc, situ;ned \, ithin the Chcn",:11 V<lIl1..·~, 

is hlOadl\ ~imilal 10 comparable siles Oil the I{r<l\'eI tcnarell of th(' L'pper I hamcs \·alley. 

IIIE ~10LLLSCS b, ~L\RK ROI~INSO' 

SUUl' Ihe "1('1.1\ on (alean'ous sands <In<l d,Hs \,llIlh oH·d;." Jur<l"~lllinll'~lOnt' there "as the POIl'lllial 101 
Illollu'l SIH'I" to Slin in.', Sequences of ~<lInplc~ for Illollu\(s \\ l·lt' Ihndi,.,(, tal..en from the ditches. Flot .. \\ t'l t: 
al~() ilv,ul<lblc fl o III !>amplcs from the I mil \gl' pit .. \\ hit h h;1\ l' b(:ell fioa!cd 10 rc<:O\'cr chatTeel pia III 11..'maim 

.\1rlhod\ oml H'.HI/" 

S.un!>lt·s oil .5 kg. hom Ihe (olumns tal-en 11'0111 lilt.' diu hes \\ el e flu.tled (Into a n.s mill. Illt, .. h ,lIlei wei ,. (lrit.'d 
I ht·~(, 001'1 wert' .. canned and the lI1olh .... c .. I1lt'''t'nl \I(·!t· identilit'd, Sht'lI~ \\l'le sparse in thc lIot\ from th,' 
pit~ hut Ih,· fotll li(hc~t .. alllpics \\~Ie aho ~c<lllllt·d. Ihe It'"lIlt\ ale listed inl~lble 20 (I..'xdudlll).{ CI'(11wl(/('I 
tlnullll, " Spt·( IC~ \\ hich hUITOWS deep"). 

1111t'1/)l1'1(l110I/ 

Ihl..' IllUllu~r'\11 <l~"'1..'lllblagc~ fmm a deplh of 0.20 to 0.70 Ill. (the bottom) in the cndn~urt· ditch (72·1) W('ll' 

dOlllilMl('d In ~hadt'-IO\ing specie"" palli( lila I " Cnryhmm (I Imll'llilll/OII, D/I('I/I roIU1Ulllll[.,. \;lIium I.onitidal..' 
.lIld (;J/lIW!tf/ 'ndl'1!fafa. 1\'0 'i<lmplc~ (onl,-,ilwd t.·xalllplt.· ... of Fnll 1II01l11l1w. a o;pecit:s whith now tcuds to be 
inciKilm(' of old woodland, The onh opt'n-("(HIllII ~ 'pccic ... \\<lS I (11I(JllUI (flliata. \\'hilc II t<lll maintain ;t slight 
pre'l'IJ(C in woodland.lhe numbers III \ilmplt.· 19. !tom a (kpiit 01'0.55 10 O.6{) m .. \\cre hlghcllhan would 
he c:'\pt'clcd uncler (onditions of doscd woodland 

\I.lln .. hade-IO\ing molluscs can Ihn"e II1lht, bottom .. ofdi(he" \\hidl suppnrl tall hcrb;-J(t'ous vcgt.'latlon. 
1100Ie\cr. Ih,' complelc absence of opCn-tOUllll, .. Pt'(lt'~ apall flOm I (lI.\(alll and the ocnllTeilH' of F 1/IIIIIi(ll/(/ 

~tlg).{l·~[S Ihal Ihe cndmourc \,'as set amid ... hoodlillld or hitn rapidh- been {olnni~1 b~ S(rub Inllowin~ 
(Oll\lnt(fIOIl. the lughcr incidente of I (millill III "<1Il1pll' ·19 prohabh rdk'(ted ~ome lempor<ln' di~tlllballn' 
10 the Ir('c or ... hrllb (,(Ht'l but th('l-eafter numbers of L ((l\/flla dt.,tltned. ~uggt'sttng regenel<llioll. 

I h(;' .. ha<lt'.lm'ing ~pccit'~ were larg('h ab ... ent lrom the lop 0.20 m, of the enclosure dilch and .lIloth,·) 
Open-nllllltn spL't:ies, Ihllollia e.wnllrira. pn'doillinait'd IhL,~t, ... t'c1illll'nIS would have accumulalCd ah('J' Ihe 
~IIC had been lulh dtan~d. 

I he lincar duth (629) and one of Ihe gra\{'~ (.177) III it hdonged (0 an open phase Oil the ~ltl'. ~helb of I 
(.\(t'nlrim wel('lhe most nUIlll'lOm shell~ in the dluh "hin from th(· gra\(' (sample 37), below- the inhulllation 
(!oo'lIllpk· :H1) OIlId ahove the inhumation ( .. ample: II), Other o)len·wlIlltn' "pe<i('s induded Ii>rllg/J /l)gIlI(U'(I, 

1)lIjJtlla fIIl/.\mnJlII ,lIId IIfli("flla illlla. 

) he m(lllu~c;:tn assemblage from Iht: pitS 11..'11 into two c .llegories. ,\11 cOlllained Ill{' ~al1ll' opt'n-tOllllll \ 
sp(·{'i('.~ d\ I he linear ditch find the gnl\{'. In "'lInple~ 26 and 67 the\ ocnlll cd in the: company of ~ha(k'-Iovillg 
~pc(.ie .. indudillg Cftr)'thlll1ll d. l,.,delllallll1l. [)1.1(lIS /{III/lilian/I, It'gopmella ntill/Illtl and Cllllmflfl bU/nltlltfl. Shad('-

&1 P,nnngton. op. LII. note II. 
Ii" LUllhricl.. imel Robinson. op. nt. n()le 12. 
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" Columtl thrOl'l.:h EticioSltrf Ollrh 72·' 

Sample 5 1 50 49 1M ·17 46 45 II 43 12 41 10 39 3H 
Context 545 5· t5 5·14 5·11 541 544 5H 54,1 543 5· 13 543 543 543 54:1 

Depth (m .) 0.65- 0.60- 0.55- 0.50- 0,45- 0040- 0.35- 0.30- 0.25· 0.20- 0. 15- 0. 10- 0.05- 0-
0.70 0.65 0.60 0.55 0.50 0,45 0. 10 0.35 0.:10 0.25 0.20 0.1:, 0. 10 0.05 

HmwlJO\ ,l'Kll1H + 
CtH")rhwm d lnd,.",atwn ++ ++ ++ ++ + ++ ++ ++ + + 
CfKhI,W/HJ sp, + + + + 
'"tIK°/J)gmlUo 
PII/nlla ;IUI.~COntm 
I rdlo1ll(J rOllllla + + ++ + 
I ' ,'(anlnCll + + + 
l 'lIl101lla \p. + + ++ + 
Irmllimlllffl (lfu/,IJ/a + + + + 

F Ilii matl/mw + + = J)IjCU\ rolulIIlt,ll/\ + + + + + + + + + + 
"11(((/ sp. + + + + + + ~ 

l'gflptn,1l11 pum + + + + + + ~ 

I ",II(/u/" + + + + + + + + : 
~ 

o.\)cll1ltl\ rrJllmU\ + + + = (.'IlI/BII", b,dl'lllllln + + + + + + + + 
I I,IIaILa ,tnl" + 

~ 
A 
~ 

Ile li lt%n,\t' illdct ~ 

lnlhllI hup,,/n gpo + + + + + + = 
T \Irwltlla + + + + + + + 

J 

Inanla arbwlon"n + + + 
CI'/HU'l1 ~p. + + + + + + + + ~ 

+ present, + + il bllnd.lIl1 I fIII/IIIIII"/ 
~ 

'" 
~ 

, 
J 

: 
l 

!:: 
:; 
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P,t (~mup I Prl (,wup J Dluh 629 0111/ Grat" 57; 

X 4 26 67 37 36 14 
5·11 509 619 6X7 624 370 !li6 

Pm1ll111ll.1 rltga1l1 
(."arW"11Im (I". trulellltlflllll + ++ 
(;f)( It/uopa !tp + + 
I allKIJ /1')gm(lf'(l + + + 
1.Jllpllia mlLICOm11l + + + + + 
I (Jllmua (mia/a + + + + 
I ~ fWl'ulnClI + + + + + + ++ 
I (1Ilo1lla ~p, + + + ++ ++ 
A(utl/hmllia (lwleala + 
bUJ montana 
Ih\cu.1 mluruio.tlo + + 
,',11m. 'I> + 
II'Kopl1lflla p"ra + 
I tIItldllia + + + 

O\)lJuhl\ (fllflnlLI + + + 
UllIl\ilUl bulm/ata + + 
Ilt'ilulill !lain + + + + 
IlcllCdhnae mdcl. + + + + 
lillhw hupula gpo + + + 
1 Ilno/ala 
-1 rum/a O,.b,l\lomm 
Crpafa lip. + + 

Iming "pcfies wcre .lb'it'nl hom ~ampl('s Hand 4, Sampl('" ~ti ,lnelli7 \.\('1(.' fru1lI pits 61~ :lIld oHH 111 PH CI"OIlP 
:3. I hey "uggest Ihallht' \Ill' wa<; h~ no means fulh t.It:<IIt.'d III I ill' pha\l' III \.Ihi(h lhese pns \.I(,It:: filk-rl. Pit fiHX 
i, ~('(Urt:l} daled to Iht' lron\g(' ,mei lilt' .. imilaril) ht'twl't'11 tltl' llIollu,(,1II ~amples from it .IIHllrom pit 61H 
lends weight to the suggeslion that the lauer pit i~ <II~) Inlll .\g(.' Lither ,han 'eolithif in d.He. rllt'll"lIlt, 
'mm ~amples 8 and 4, in pi'" 519 and ;):'l2,lx)lh in Pit (;nlllpi 'lIggc,tl:d more open wllciluOl1\ lall'l 11\ tht 
(mn Age. 

Some of lht' pit ... and the gra' c Wn(ained shell~ of allcn "'pl'Ul· .. uf IIl"iitcllinac suggc~lIng "U1tIt: dl'>LUI hanu' 
{() the deposits, perhaps a .. ;t re"uh of ,mimal anl\H\. I hi .. ,l(ll\it\ l()lIlc1 al'io ha\e introdufccl 'OIlW ollh(.· 
.. hell~ of open (OUllln mollu\( .. UHn "ample\!Ui and fi7 

DISCLSSIO:-l 

1111' .\"folltll1(" 

("he Ncolirhic POtlcq and the wOlked flint posslbh of the ~ame date were all f(Hllld ill two 
pits 01 uee-lhro\\ holes (:;87 and 6 I 8). Ihe dale of pil () I HIS IInclear. The pOllel). 111111 and 
ha,elnuts it contains suggest Ihal it is Neolithic bllt 111., loollion and form. and lhe animal 
hones and molluscs it contains all indicate that it belongs in Pit Group 3, the res I of ,,·hifh is 
de;uly (hncd LO the Iron Age, Some support fOi the Idea thaL the Neolithit m~tlc.:nal In pH 
6IH is redeposited comc!lo frol11 pit 587 where it is deal ll1i.lt some, at least. of the colithi( 
maLCrial has been redeposited. 

I he !'ieolithic pottery in pit 587 "a~ ()lind in lhe pI imtJq and upper fills whilst hon .\ge 
pouel)" ,\as found in the middle fill and mixed with 'eoluhic pouen in the upper fill. I"his 
p • .Illern of deposition (ould have been (reared by a Iree fitlling in an area \'vherc ~e()lithi( 
anefacts "ere dislrihuled near the surface of lh(' soil. In falllllg. the roots on one side of a 
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tree drag a small quarllil) of soil frolll near the ground surface into the ba:)c of the tree­
throw hole. \\ hiIst the roots on the other side lift a similar quantity which then hecomes 
deposited at the LOp of the pil.IMi I ron Age material could have been deposited while the tree­
throw hole was filling and might thus become mixed with the Neolithic material in the upper 
fill of the pil. The sediment from the root-ball forms a context at one side of the pit \vhich 
m3). as in the case of context 617 in pit 587. contain no artefacts .• \ !'lInilar profess may have 
led to the deposition of the Neolithic material in pit 618. and the 'pit' Itself may thus post­
date the Neolithic, and like the other pits in Pit Group 3, date from the Iron Age. Neolithic 
material has been found in tree-throw holes at a number of other sites of later date in the 
Lpper Thames Valle) .li7 

Although the fact that :'\reolithic artefacts are confined to these two features suggests that 
the original distribution of NeoliLhic artt:fat.l5 may also have been quite restricted, any' 
Neolithic pouery left in the ploughsoil elsewhere may have been destroyed. The tree-lhrov.' 
holes may thus ha\'t~ acted as traps which preserved a sample of Neolithic finds. The 
character of the finds themselve~ give~ no real clues as to the nature of the '\Ieolithic acti\'ity 
to which Lile) were related. 

7ht Imn Agi' alld Ronum Pt'nod 

rhe evidence for the relative and absolute chronology of the Iron Age and Roman acti\'ity 
on the site is unfortunately divided between straligraphy and pOltery. Stratigraphic 
relationships are of little help in relating the pits to the OLher fealllres, but establish c1earlv 
the relati\e chronolog)' of the three sets of ditches and the trackway: ditch 724 i~ cut by ditch 
732, which in turn is Cllt by ditch 629 and the trackway. Assuming the relevam association:) 
between ditches arc valid. stratigraphy thus suggests a sequence beginning with ditches 724 
and 731 followed by dilches 732. 612 and 735. and lhen by the Romanlrackway and ditch 
629 which flanks il. 

The ceramic e\'idence, in contrast. is of litlle use for dating any of the ditches (excepl the 
lrackway), but does provide some indication orthe dales of the pits (although the occurrence 
of panel') within pits is not, as lhe Neolithic pottery frol11 lhe site shows, an entirely reliable 
indication of when they were dug). The pits of Pit Group 2 comain earl)' Iron Age pottcq·, 
("beil sometimes mixed with middle Iron Age forms, and were thw., probably filled over a 
period extcnding from the early into the mi Idle Iron Agc. Some of the pits or tree-throw 
holes in Pit Group 3 may belong LO lhe same phase although Ihe potter) here was less 
distinctive. The pits of' Pit Croup I, in contrast, conlain middle Iron Age pouery and thus 
seem to belong to a generally later. albeit perhaps overlapping phase. 

rhe stratigraphic and ceramic sequences can be joined only at one point. Pit 565 was cut 
into the end of ditch 731 arter the ditch had filled. The ditch must. therefore, have gone out 
of lise (though the boundary Illay have retained some significance) before pit 565 and 
perhaps all oflhe pits in Pil Group I \Vere dug. r rhe faCllhal pits 549 and 583 \Vould have 
severely hindered access across the causeway between the ditches strenglhens this 
argi>menl.) Pil565 comained middle Iron Age pOller). and dilch 731 is. therefore, probably 
middle J ron Age or eadier in date. Two sources of evidence suggeM that it was in part al 
least, contemporary with Pit Groups 2 and 3. The first. rather weak evidence. relates to their 

Ii6 J. Moore and D. Jennings. Rtad.rrg BIISmtH Park: a Bro1lU .-Igt 1.o,uIMapt ( rhames Valle) I.andsc'lpc<; 
lhe Kennet \"aJley I , 1992). Fig. 6. 

07 E.g. A. Mudd, ' Ine EX(3vation ora Late Bl'Onzt' ,\geIEarl} Iron Age Site at light .-\CTt.' Field. Radley', 
Oxolliensi(l, Ix (1995), 55, .... ith furlher rell'rences. 
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alignl1lt'111S: Lil(: pil\ III Pit Group ~~ are aligned roughl) parallel to ditches 72·1 and 73) Ill(' 
,('rond, and probabh the stronger c\"idcnte is ('n\ironmental. rhe samples ofmollusC"S from 
Iht, ImH'! filb 01 ditch i24 and ft·om two plt\ III Pit Crollp :1 are similar, both being 
<lOIllil1"II(.'<I IH ... haclt·-I(wing 'iperies as well a, ronlaimng a fcw opcn-counl'1 spent'\ In 
{ontra ... t, the ,ample, from the tipper fill or dilfh 72·1, Iikt~ the ... arnples from Pit Grollp I. larK 
lhe ,hade-Io\·ing "'pe<Je'l. IL lilli' 't'cms Iikeh Ihal the lilling of Ihe pit... in Pit Group :l and 
(he IO\\-t'r pan of dilth 7'1 .. 1 wert' roughly tontt'mporary. both prc[eding the filling of the piL' 
ill Pit (.roup 1 ~lnd the upper pall ofdit[h 7'21 

Foul pha ... c ... of the dc\eiopmelll 01 tht· ... ill· lIla\. thert.'lore. bl' lcntati\"eh di..,tingui..,hed. 
11ll'1l an.' also some laint indiritllon ... of <1((1\11\ pn.'(eding the lint clear pha\l' of hUll .\gl· 
0« upallon. 

Pha ... t.' I (earh: 10 middle I ron AI{(') and IWf(lIlP ciildl(,' 72 I lind 7:~ I! Pit eloups 2 and :L 
alld pI! 66:~ 
("he lIlollu'G1I1 c\idcnee indicale\ thaL. cMluciing the pn.'u.·ciing :\eolithi(" 'KLi\·it\, tht'lir ... 1 

O(.(UPi.1l1011 Oil Ihe ... itl.' \\a~ c"llabli..,hcc! in lhe ear" Iron .\He. ill a landsGlpc \\hieh had beell 
Oil I) p'lIliall~ dl"IIt.·d of woodland, It IS of interest that "'011lt.· of the eariie ... l fcawrcs 011 JIlt' 
..,iLt', n()labl~ Pit (;roup 3 but po""ibly indllding <11\0 ft.';.llun· 700. rna\ be Ilt'c-thnm huil'..,. 
Ihe 1>11.., in Pil (~r()up:3 rorm an alignment \\ hieh, if lhc\ \\t.·n· tree-thro\\ hole .... sugg-C\I ... Ih<: 

C'I ... tt'n("e of it linc of trees OJ a hedge plt'n'ding ph"l\l' I rhis line appt'~II·'i to h"\l' 
l11ililllilincd SOIl1(" .. ignifican("e ... lIue not onl\ ma) It han' hc..'en the IOGllIOn of a kl11ci of 
deposition c1i"linct hom the (Hher pib (ut in Ihi.., phase. but it al~o seems LO haye ("olllll1l1t'd 
to pLn a rolt- in ..,tlufluring spate, It diyid<.'s on Ih<.' other pi" oflhis pha ... e frol11 the dillia· ... 
\\ hil h themsehe ...... eem to follow its alignl11t.·J1t. albt'it al SOI11<.' distance 10 the ~\\'. 

III ils firsl pha..,l· Ihe ex[avaled ponion of Lht.' ... ile appear, to havc had "I rclati\eh cieal 
'pillm! ,IIU(llIre. ton ... i\ting of thlt'c;' "" . .>(\ of ft-allllt.·..,. fhe firsl sel. ditthes 72·1 and 7:ll, mil\ 
h~IH> dt'fiJ1cd the ollL('r boundar) of the Sltt·, .\lthoug-h Ihe~ appear lo he tuning. and Illil~ 
<I<"fiII t· .111 cnrio"lIH:. il is impo,,,iblt' to ink'i thl' widcr I,I\OU( of these dit<.hcs - or 10 \iI\ 

wh('lhl'l or not IIlt·y in fact ddilll·d an cllcio"urt· - frolll Ihe .... lI1al1 excavated area. Althollgh 
tht') I1M\ han' hc.'l'n truncated. both oj Iht· ... l· ditrhe:-. an' lalhn shallow: in nonc of lht.· 
s('C"lion.., nil aCTO\" Ihem werc the\ more than I).XU Ill. deep. Ihough the\ are lip to 2 111. \\ide. 
Iht.'\ would no doubl ha\·e f<>rlllcd a molt.' lormidable hanier wilh the addition 01" hank. 

but the) arc prob~lbh best ..,een ~IS relaled 10 Iht., Ill.anagemcnt of li\·c,,{o(k. or a, ..,~ mholi(· 
boundaries ralhn than as dc!l'Jbi\c in a lIIilill\l"\ seJ1 ... ('.h~ Ihe ends of tht· ... e Iwo ciil< ht.', 
dt.'fillt.' a ni.lITOW t.'IHrancc into the sile, 

\)ound 20 111. "iI', of the boundan marked In the,e dildu·, and paralld to them I'l~ a line 
of il regular pih (Pit (,roup 3). '·h{' irregulal fcu III 01 thc..,e fl'alures suggests that rather than 
hein~ deliberately dug pits. the\ ll1a~ be tH·t'-lhrO\\ hole ..... or be related to the deardnn' 01 
II ('('''I Irol1l the ..,ilt'. ,\s the inlenulling olthe <,·dge:-. of pit'i 7'22, 729 and 722 suggesl, l10t all 
ollh<.· .... e fealure.., nced have been open <llthc ..,,,me lime. It Ilonetheless "'eell1\ likely Ihal Lht, 
lint.' lhn marled would ha\·c I)('cil dear. I h(,;\ would thu.., ha\(' marled <I \palial disliJ1nion 
bt.'t\\l·ell a leaturele~~ area imnl{'diateh \\ithin lill' t'nlJill1lt', and the resl of Lhe site. 

I hl' onh fCatlln.'s which W{·n.> ff)lllld in thl' le..,t of the ~ile \\ere the loo..,e dustt.'r of pih 
fOll11ing Pit Group 2, Again. a\ Iht.' inlernHting of the edge ... of a few of Ihc..,e pils shows. not 
.. til \\ould han' b(:'t.'11 open at the ... al1le tilllt.'. rile form and d(:'pth of Ihe pits in Ihls grollp 

M U. JI). Ilill. HI/IIlIi find Ruh/mil /IIlhl' Imll -lKf IIj HI'\II'.\ (I SIIlt1~ m. Ihl' FonrUlt/fm oj (j Sp.flJi, 
~rdlljffl/ll,.,wl Rmmi (8 \R BI-if. St.·. 112. 199:1). Hl 
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correspond~ most dearly to that or Iron .\ge gram slOrage pits, although, excepting perhaps 
the cereal graim round in the priman fill oft\.,.o olthel11, they \ielded no \en dear evidence 
to confirm lhi'S interpretation. Subsequent I} the~ may ha\'e been reused as rubbish pus, or 
haH: acted as tlaps for m~tlt'rial discarded elsewhere. 

I() this spatial strUCllIrt' torrespon<f." a pattern of depo~ition. 'I he raun~a1 remains in Pit 
Group 2 are pn:dominanth of ~heep. whibt those in Pit Group ~~ are dominated by cattlc_ 
Human remain'S wcre deposited in the ditch, which c.:omained \cr) little other material. :'\01 
~urprisingly, given the diOerences in their form and probabh also their functions. plant 
remains, especially cereells. 'ieem to be more common in Pit Group 2 than in 3. although the 
... amples taken 11'0111 the site were insuOicient to definitivel} establish this fatt. 

I he signifiGtI1ce of thi'S panerning is unclear. In part it probabh reflects the fact, as has 
hecll suggestt'd .It other Iron Age sites, that sheep bones were beller presencd in the deeper 
pils of Pit Group 2 than they were in (he shallowel pits of Pit Group 3. It ma) also deri\'e 
(rom differences in the way's in which different kinds of wasle were disposed or. h has been 
noted on other Iron .\ge 'iites that cattlc bunes tend to occur more commonly in peripheral 
areas of the "tile!' (han do those of sheep. Such a pattern may derh'e from the presencc or 
dirrerent acth'il) .. Ireas within the SilC. 01 it may only reflect diOerences in the deposition or 
different kinds of malerial. Although 'Such patterning could ari:,e for purely practical 
reasons, it may also haH~ ritual origins. 

rhe riwal significance 01 one pan or this spatial pauern is clear. rhe end of ditch 731 wa~ 
the location of a sequence of acti\it\ \,hich eXlends imo phast' 2. This sequence began in 
pha~e I. when pit 633 was nil into lhe lower fills of the ditch. and fragment'S of human long 
bones were lain within it. Further human bones were round in the fill of thb ditch where it 
was (ut b~ tht: Roman trackway, b11l it is unclear to which phase the), belong. It has been 
noted eh~c\dlCre that panicularl) in the carly Iron Age. human remains were orten 
deposited neal or in the peripheq of settlements, often in enclosure ditches, though there 
does not appear to be a particularly strong rocus upon deposition in ditch terminals."·I.r\ 
dose parallel, howe\er, /()r this group of pits was found at Pimperne in Dorset. iO There, a 
human remur <lnd the right half of a skull were sealed by a f1int capping in the ditch ronning 
the N. side of one of the enlrances. while a pit CUI imo the (ill on the S. side contained a 
deposit of animal bones, E ... pecially in the earl) Iron Age, !<ouch burials often consist of 
individual bOlll'S. or groups of disanicliialcd bone:;,71 

J'hat humHI1 remains might be selected lor deposition in a particular location is 
unsurprising. It mar also be the case, however, thal the bones of particular animal species. 
or or animal ... uscd in somt.' particular way. might be selected rOI deliberate deposition. It 
could thus be argued thal whilst the sheep bones in Pit Group 2 rcpl'esem quotidian food 
remains, and were dispo~ed of\"'ith relaLively little attention (mo'St of the gnawing was found 
on sheep bone!<o) in disused storage pit!':!, the cattle deposited in Pit Group J constituted food 
that was in some sense special. perhaps used in leasts or as sacrificcs. and was thus depositcd 
in a particular way. in a panicular piace. Irthe suggestion that the line ortree~ which became 
Pit Group 3 had a continuing significancc is con-eel, it ma) nOl be coincidence that such 
remains were deposited in the holes len b) tht: lree~. The limited evidence from the 
excavations is. of course, insulTicient to prove such an interpretation. 

1)<1 C. \\'il'>Oll. ·Burials \\ithin SCl1leJl1ent~ in SnUlhern Bril<1111 during lhe Pre-Roman Iron Age·. Bllll, oj 
/11..\( (if ArclUlPol. oj l'lUlI. oj I.mulotl. l!i (1981), 127-69: G.A. ,"Vail, RItual and Ufb/flOn In Irrlll Agt' Bntall! 
(BAR B,-; .. Se,_ 119, 1985), 98·IU2_ 

711 RCH \-1 i' .. III hw,nlary o} I !t\IIJncal .\1mlllmnJt\ ill lilt' Gmwl) of DQ,-..,t1, .\'orth Don,t (1972), 54. 
71 Wail. op. cu, note 69, 8K-98; R. Whllmter. Burwl Pra(Uu~ III Iron rig, Bnltml: a Duru\.\Um lmd G(J:.rtlt'n 
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I hat the ~ite W.h a settlement, however, ilnd not a specifically religiou\ "lite. is indicated 
In the c\'idcnn.· for grain proccs\ing. -I he anllel" and bon<.' cornbs also perhaps prm'idc 
cndcnn:, for \\{'a\'ing. The absence of the usual kind~ of e\'idence for houses found on 
..,clllements 1\ pcrhap.., due to the filu that the exca\'ated area may only encompass a ralher 
..,IIMII. rt'iati\-ch fcature free area of the ..,ite near its cntrancc, fhis area lIlay ha\'e had a 
palLl( ular signifiGlI1te. Entrann'''' \\cre commonly the focus for structural elaboration in the 
J ron _ \gc. though lIsu.ilh this con..,is1..., of post-huilt structure.., 01 ditches, rather than of pit.." 
although spcClal deposits \vcre ~()meillnes pla('d in ditch terminals .12 It is noticeablt, t hal 
ll1o..,l of the changt· ill lhe carl\' and middle Iron .\gc ph .. lses of the sitt' i.., {cxuseci in and 
around the 'lIt~a originalh marked by the (au"'l'wa, bel\\cen the ditches. 

I hc apparenth clear spalial \lrll(lulc of the ,il(, may thus be pard) illu\OIy: othe) palls 
of I he site may havc been organi:;eci in a \('ry difTcrem way. The apparcml) cIl<lol it' 
di..,tdhlliion 01 pilS and other fcalUref.; oftcn found at othel Iron Age sites i~ wiuall) due 10 

the ..,upcnmpo~llIoning of fcalLil cs O\er a long pt'riod. It i..,. therefore, al~o possible that the 
fir",t phase of l)(Clipalion at Steeple Aston w .. " I datively bl iel. 'onctheless, the <lrrangement 
of feat lire, and their (-oments at Steeple \..1;lOn f.;enes a .. a reminder. attested frequcllIh 
dst'w here, thaI Iron Age seulenH'I1l' were nOI ju,tthe IOGltion of domestic ani\'ilie ... btll .lIso 
of ritt·, 01 variou", kinds. 

Pha,e 2 (middle 1 ron ;\ge): Pit Group I 
I ht're was sirong c(}minllit~ between the firsl phil"'l' oftht' ..,itt:'\' development and its ",econd 
Somt' of the Pltf.; in Pit Groups 2 anel :, nla\ ",till hi.!\ e been open. and may h.I\'(' retaint,c1 thell 
callier signifiranre. The most ..,igllilkalll change OCCUlTed around lhe entrance between 
dill he~ 724 and 7:~ I, and e\cn I !tesc changt's lila" be st.'en a", a (olltinuation of the sequt'll(c 
of <Kti\ity in the end of ditch 731. Both ciil(he, h<ld been allowed LO completcl~ fill, but the 
hKation orlhe t'ntrance between them nla, 11lIH' retained some ~ignificann', for a new group 
of pits, Pit Group :l, wa\ dug in the arca in <lnd around il. 7~ 

With the exception ofpil583 which ll1a~ h.wl' been a nee-throw hole, the pit., in Pit Croup 
I wcrt' gent'rally regular in form, unlike t!lO"it' 01 Pit Croup 3, and though Lhe} \H.'IT 
..,hallowcr Ihan thost, or Pit Group 2. Ihis 111,\\ be p;uth due 10 later truncation. \\'ht'thn 01 

not Ihe~ \\erc ongintlil) gram ..,wrage pits i", unclear. J heil contents were, 11OWC\er, gt·ner .. lh 
"'Imilar 10 tho"it.' of Pit Group 2: ..,heep predominate amongst Ihe animal bones and plant 
relllains. espcClall~ of cereals. on:ul in large quantities. I he (OntenlS of this grou p of pit.., thus 
appears to modify the pattern of deposilion identified in Ihe early Iron\ge. eSLabli\hlllg 
gnHlp' of pits with ,heep remains and plant remains. on Cilht" side of Pit Group 3. 

\lthough the gent'ral charaueristics of tht' pits in Pit (,roup 3 thus seem LO link lht'lll to 
the mOfe 'usual' pits of Pit Group 2. rather than the 'spedal' pits or Pit Group 3, then' is. 
nOI1(·lhelcss. some indication thal this area retained a panicular significance. Fragments of 
p()~~ibl) human bone wcre ((-Hillel in pit 565 <lI1d in posthok 5M2. Although in both (a~es the 
bone could be derived from disturbance of hUltlilll rernain, in pit 663 bel(m and thus bt· no 
mort' than a(cident<llly redepOSited materi"l, it could '11m mark the fatl that Ihi.., area 
<:ontinllt'd to be a I(Kation in \\hirh small «tlantllit·.., ofhulIliin bone were deposited. I h(' two 
postholes. 5H2 and 558, cut into lhe top' of pitf.; ;365 ilnd 3~3 also sugge't some "pe( ial 
significance for thi" arca. These po~tholcs WCI (. nIL aftel bOlh pits had filled anuthus belong 
to alalt'r phase in the deyelopmcnt ofLhis dlt'~l. rheil ..,i/t, ~lIggcsts the} held large post.." hut 

72 (f, 11111 , op. (II IUlle 6H. HO-J 
71 I lit' phcnoll1t'lloll of cncJO\ure dillhc!. IX'ing ,llIm\t·c! W fill 01 1x:lIlg delibt'lilleh fillt-rl htl!. also IX'ell 
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it is unclear \\hat kllld of StruClure the) ma) ha\'e formed. It is possible that the\ ma) have 
formed a simple gate\\ay in the area pre\ iOlls1\- occlipied b)' the causeway. although oriented 
in i.l shghLly dlrrerent direction. ~Iore or less complex arrangements of postholes commonlv 
occur at the entrance into J ron Age enclosures. though lhey u uaU) seem to be 
contemporan \\iLh the associated dilches.~"l he~e postholes mark the last phase of the 
dl'\e1opmem ofthi." Ihe most ob\ioush changing area 01 the site. 

Pha e:1 «ater Iron .\ge' l: Ditche, 732 and 612 and 735 
It is uncenain whether there was a hiatus in <ICli\ity between this phase and phase 2, but the 
site seems nonelheles-s to have been completeh-- reorganised . All the earlier features seem to 
have gone out of u"e. and a completely new sct of fe.Hures was created. This restructuring 
of the ..,ite ma)' have partl) been brought about by the dcdining fenility of the surrounding 
area Itldicated In .,ome of the charred plant remains. fhe absolute date of this phase is 
uncertain but it seems likely that it dates to a later phase of the Iron Age or earll in the 
Roman period. 

rhe new feat ure., con.,lructed in this phase con~ist of three stretches of ditch in a rectilinear 
anangemenL J hey plobabl) defined <ttrackway and field boundaries. The lack of continuity 
with the preceding phase is underlined hy the fact that these features have a different 
alignment and appear not to respect an) of the earlier feature!'!. Furthermore, no evidence for 
domestic aCli\'ity, 01 indeed any other fcawre., indicating residence were found in the area 
excmated, though the seulement. if It continued to exist. need not ha\'e mo\ed far. 

'umerous examples of similar track\\-ap and field boundaries have been identified in 
aClIal photographs in the LpperI hames Valley. ;~ In a numi>el of cases, such as \Vyndyke 
Furlong;'; and Farmoor,ii earlier sculcments were replaced by trackways and field 
boundaries. 7" 

I>h.I\(' 4 (Roman): I rackwm and ditch 629 (including' the hurials \\ hich were placed 
within it and probably the other inhumations (671 and 571) nearbv) 
I he COlllmon alignment of the Roman tr.d(kw~l) and ditches 732 and 612 of Phase 3 suggests lhat 
tile Roman trackway was a dc\'elopmem ofthe earlier [ron Age features, and that there was not 
a significant hiatus between these two phases. Similar continuity in the course of a trackway has 
been noted elsewhere in the Upper Thames. aI, for eXilmple, l-annoor.i9 The more careful and 
substantial construction of the Roman trackwa). however, "uggesLS that the route may have 
gained f.l new impOlulIlce in this phase. It may be related to a Roman settlement somewhere 
neilrb,. What w,,; probab" a Romano-ilritish lilla (SP 178 25:1, PR:>i 1749) was unearthed in 
165R and ahhough Its precise location is uncertain, it is general" thought to be S. of the ,·iL1age. 
rhe way in which the trackway was constructed appears to hf.l\'e been related to the nature of the 
natural substrate: \\ here this consisted of sand, it was neces~n to dig down to the cia) below and 
prm Ide a firm sUl~(;.lce with laid cobbling, but \\ here the natural geology consisted of a limestone 
lX'drock, \-en little road construction \\-itS 1ll.'Cessary. 

j~ 11111 . or- w. note (iK. 
7'"; R IIingle ) and D \filc~ . 'Aspects of Iron ,\gc wtdcmclII in till' L ppt'r Ihames Valley', in B. Cunliffe 

,mel 0. Mile~ , 4~JN(I\ of Iht I ron Agt in en/lrai .\'Olltlll'OI Hnlam (OxLl nil Comlll. for Archaeol. Monograph 2. 
IHH 1).65. 

71; .J. \Iuir. f.-'CCfII'fIII()Ij\ allJ.-:l'1J.a,)he Furlfmg. Ihmgdon. ()xford~Jllrt. 1991 ( rhames Valley Lanels<:apes 12 . 
1999). 
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I he most notable change i, marked b~ the placing of Inhumations in the diLch alongside 
,hl' trackway .mel Ilearb}. Such a location is common in the Roman period, and lhe extended 
po\ition also rcf1cCl~ Roman innuencc. Thi\ uacii[ion ofbul'ial was. ho\\'c\'er, long-lived, and 
1,\ IIHI" difficult 10 delle accuratt'ly.l<O 

Follo\\ mg lhi, \cqllcnce of aui\it\ there \\il') a long 11Ialu') umil the next traces of hUIlli:lO 
alll\!!) wcre left Oil the .,itc in tltt, po'it-mcdit'va) period. 
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\\c,' .. lit' \'cry g laleiullO I ~n Home') (Midbmb) l.ld ftlr funciillg the .. tn.: haco)og1("al fid(I\.HHk 
lind p"blic'llion. Ihe illuslrauons were dlawn by \1 . (:o"lello anel S. Lllfas. 
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