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SLM~ IARY 

111;\ paJNT ;\ IHHfd 011 the l inn /lasso I! Lerture df/wl'ln/ to Ihl' O"jord.\hirf Archilfctural ami /J,\/oPlttJi 
Sonl'(\ III J ')')9. hi 1'lft,' oj 1M flulhor\ rfuul book Oil till' ,"hJt'rt If l'i milch \!torln than olhn pith/Hili'll 
1'1''''01/\ of / i11l1 /la Ha/l LU/llreI. (lml 1\ /(Irgt'('t ((l1Ij"lI'{/ /0 I/O/WI{ 1ll'U' (h\(oPfrifJ and pubhflll101H dmwg 
1990·9. 

T he purpo"lc or the -10m Hassall LCClUH .. '''' '''I LO pro\'ldc up-LO-datc synthest·~ of 
anhat'oloKiGd \...nowledge and l'"esea rth in the Oxford region. For the Anglo-S"-l:\on 

period. ,hi.., pn;',cnls a dimcuh~: onh ,ix H',tr' -'Ko I published a book which tried LO oner 
jU\t ':Imh .. t '~nlhc'is. and which contclllratcd on the post-Con\crsion centuries.' 10 

slIl11l11ari..,c it here would be pointle~s: It i~ nc(e~"',,11 \ to he more selecti\'e, and abo perhap ... 
more pCI' ... onal. than ,':,ollle other lecture~ In the ... erie", Rather than attempting any SOIl of 
c()lIlprehen~i\t .. (mcrage. I shall con(Clllrate on n:ct:1ll work and disco\erie~ which ,cem to 
111(' 10 cnlarg-e our range of perceptioll\ of the pCl'iod. and to offer the most prollli"ting 
direuioll~ (01 lhe future, If this risks imhalance. it 1I1,n highlight areas which once secmt'd 
im(Jclletrabk OJ ob"cure, but which ',e may 1I0W be better-placed to explore aftel the 
3cl\'ances of Ihe la~t twelll) years. Thi~ i~ Ill} CX(ll~C fe)l concentrating on personal illlCle..,ts 
- nOl~lb l y min~lcl'''' and urbanization - and for (11",\ ing more than once on Ill, own fidd 
project at BillllplOn. Onle again, 1 o\\'e a spt·tial debt to the Oxlt)l'd Archaeological unit ft)r 
Illaking- unptlbli~hed material accessible, 

111 1'. COL N I R\'SIDl 

1 he 199(h ... aw one oUl5tandingh impotlalH excavation of an\nglo-Saxon "ieulemenr. at 
Yarn ton on the !'hames gra,els just "II.>O\'e 0,101 d..! B\ il~ ~heer scale this site shows cleall). 
for lhe fir~l lime in the legion, a phenomenon d."'~i(all) exemplilled b, Mucking (E!\"icx): 
the ,10\\ 'drifllllg' of an Anglo-Saxon seulerncnt ~l(TO~_' an expan~e of grayel terrace. \\'hile 
thc 5th- to fith-(entllr~ ,ettlemenr ~eems quite normal, Il~ rorm changed around the turn of 
lilt' 7111 .md Hlh (cJllUrie,. with a greater varit't' of buildings and a 1110re structured layout. 
It i~ po!\siblt, (no more) that the fOlln<ialioll of tilt' l11illMCI" at Eynsham brought about 
change~ in lht' organization and expluilaliOIl of Il~ CSt(IlC, to which Yarlllon [enainl) 
belonged I'He!. \Iid to late Anglo-Saxon pOllt'r\-' ~('aLLt.'I' (suggesting manllring) from 
'{at n10n ficld,. and e,·idcnce for the e~tabli,llIl1Clll of ha\-meadow at a similar datc on 
nealb) Oxe) ~ I ead, add to the slm...Jy accumlll<Hing body of dida for the establishmcnt of 

I J U1all I"Klno'\/mm 0Vord.\hlrt (1991) (he leahl'l 1-\(}). 
"I. (. 11 t'\, )(,nllllll: .\Ilttl/l and ,\Irtiin'lll"irttl""nu IJI/d 1.lllld\(IIIH' (101 t II( ()fning); I am ,en gralt.'lul IU 

(;.lIl1l'\ for dl"lU ... \II1J.; Ihe 'Itt" \\Ilh me. 



:! JOII' nl \IR 

open field .... rhe duonolog) remain) lIuid (did tht'\c ('hanges. happen in the late 9th to IOlh 
("t'nlLlne), d~ J am "!till indined to thinl, 01 III Ihe Hth LO 9th?), but Yallllon is making a 
,,!Ignificant contribution lO\\ards attarklllg Ihi ... \'{'I'~ ccntral and inll'artablc..· problem or the 
earh medieval eronoll1\ 

\Il(HhCl t'x(cptional .. "pcct of the Yarnton ... itt.' i ... Ihal il (an-ies th<: ... lOry of seulemenl shift 
hc..'yond Ihe mid-Saxon period. through tht, ~hh <tnd 10th tentulle"! and to the olllskll'lS of 
the later Illedil'\al village. F\'t'll so, the dH()Il()If)g~ ~lI'ld puKe ...... (·\ 01 "iLablc..~ ,illage formation 
... till rcmain ('uriCHI'" dW~I\'t::, I hc Y~Irntoll c..·xc..<I\'iltion bring., II ... lip to Iht· 10th {eIHun. blll 
It'lI\ e., u ... there; eXCI,aIIOI1\ of de ... ertl'd Illl·dil·\,al \ illtlges (101 ill'ltanu.', l()calJ~, Searourt) (alt, 
up the slOn onl~ in the 12th (entlll-Y; and il i ... in Ihl' nature of the <1\'ailable docunu:IH"I thai 
group ... of hou ... e-plots alLafhcd Oil a reHular ba ... i ... to paniculal 1\ pcs of holding!<l (" .. 111 bt 
tr<lccd onl:.: (as at Cuxham) from thc t:llh. \ Ih<.'l(, clot.·s .,Iill !'CCIll lO ht· a rcal diflercnce 111 

kind between Ih(' f~unlYards of. "'''Y, Dth-n'I1IUI} Yarnton iJnd latc1 medieval \'illage 
tenC111e11lS. Hridging Ihi"! gap. and e ... wbli ... hing CI chronology \\hich will lihow whelhel Ihe 
yillilg(· ... of lale Illcdie\'al and model n Oxftllcl,hitl, wcre llIainly f(lnnl'd be{())e or altci the 
Conqucst, l('malll l .. hKs f()) the fUlure. 

Ihc n)}~ll manorial and hundredal n'llIle ... 01 Domescla) Oxf(n-dshire 111 .. n in mOSI (4.1,(" 

haH' been reblin'" lale c .. eation .... \ ('oll"'pi(uou ... exception to thi' i ... Bt'Il"ion. no\\ 

IIIUllIl1laled by Ch11sune If()IIllt.'~\ CX(t'lIc.'I1l ... tllel\. \\hld1 ... Iane!... olll a ... ont' of a lin\ num1>l'1 
of English ro\al silt\ \\ hieh can be .,IH1\\ n 10 have had a cOlltinliOll"i exio;;lenn· bel\\{'Cn tilt· 
Hth and 11th n·l1ll1ries. \ Its "iillgul~l1 it\ slill necds "ionl(' cxphlmHioll. hm nM\ ha\(' 
... omelhing 10 do \\ ilh its ploximil' to Ihe t'i1rh ep"topal seat of the (;ewi,~e, and its hK.IIIOIl 
111 I he .\bingdon -Dorthester complex of e!t:nst' l'atl~ \nglo-Saxon dnjyiL' .\nOl her ... ite in this 
fomplex aboul \\!lich we are learning 11101 (' i ... SUllon COllllClla), whele fleleml Ilamerow .... 
<llI;.dysis olmclal-<it'tt'cted finds reveals whaL ~e{'m ... 10 ha\'e been an elite earl~ 7th-century 
(('meter} near the Orayton 'palace' (TOpm<l1 k, and a ronct'ntration orear" Hth~t:('ntury roin
finds suggesting a trading site or 111arkcl.~' SuttOIl Courtena, was a plac-t' of rO)'al asst'lllbh 
b\ 868, when a \\'esl Saxon chaner \\'a, iSSlll'd tlH . .>n", but its place-namt' ('~mlllh Ifill') can on" 
mcan that it was ~l ~alcllile of Abingdon, jusl to the north: this ropll pldce wa!, {',idenL" 
t·.,tablished in relation to an oielci <lnd more ... table T11ona ... tjt (entre. 

!\Iore inf()nnaliol1 about the fint' detail, of the ,\nglo-Saxon (ounl1-y ... icie remains 10 Ill' 
Ll'a't.'d out of plact'-names and chartcl-boulld.lllt· .... intcrpreted with an eye to the modt'll1 
landscape. Ihe \\'esl Oxfordshire Chartel-Boundan Group ha"! no\\ gOlle a long \\'a~ 
towards traring <llIlh(' houndary-eJ._lu ... e ... on Ihe ground, Ihough allal~~i"i and publicalion of 
Ihi ... work remain, to be done. A line l'X.Ullplt· of what can he athit.'\·ed is Madeleine 
Ilal1lmond's work on the PYrlon (' ... tatl': as well i" throwing ll1uc-h lighl on the l"t~ltt'
... l1ucturc and cronOIl1) of the Oxfordshirl' (.hiitt·rn" ,he shows, through a brilliant piete of 
oh ... enallol1, that lhe pla<.:e-names Rem/fOw"" ~Ind (~older (gold-ora) cle ... nibe ~()ils ,,!th 
respl'fti\eh a reddish .lI1d a golden-yellow hut.' to 

I lade and tran.,poll can be studied pall" Ihrough rhe rmlle ... \\hl(h tht') used. panh 
through thell an.-hacologicall) ,,,iblt, prodmh, Growing e\ldence for ead) medit.'\~ll 

can<llitaliol1 along thc I hamc"i and ih II ihLII<1ri(" rould c{'rI~linl) be inH·')tigaled lunhl'l 

~ M Illddlt.', -Illt' J)<"sClwd \tt-die\;tl \,ill<lgt: (If "<",uoun, Ikdi.shil e', O\/lmnwo, XX\! xx\'ii (l961·2). 
il)·20L PL).\ II a 1\'(') , f ,\lnllf1'f1i O\jrml\hm' I'dlllW (11)11:1). l~n-:\ 

I (., Ilnhll(:S. 'hulll I'r<,'-Iliswr\ l() Omll<.· .. d.l\ Hook' III h. 1 illl'1 (t'd.), HnIIIHl. Il ,''[IIl1{f IlulIUKh 1/\ 

Ih,l(Jry (l99C:J). 1.-)·11 
Work in pmKlt·\S~ I am )r{1<udul to II<."It·II.1 11.11lIl"1f)\\ 101 IIIlol"lllJllOn 

t, \1. 1l,lml11ond, • flu'" . \ngln-S.lxnl1 ht.llt· of Hrmlmwm and tht: \I.lnm of p., I tnll, (hlllrdshin:'. 
O-.;mw'I/I/lI,lxiil (I9~IH). ~:it2 



through fieldwork and eXLavation. combined \\Jlh gco-morphological approaches ~tnd the 
(still \'en new) ~(.Ientific techniques for dating ":tedimentan deposits.'; \\'ith the (orpu\i of 
recorded\nglo-S~Lxon coin finds growing almo!\t ll1onthh, it hould be po sible to acl1H~\ e a 
IlllKh more "I(ClIrate and fine-grained anah..,i~ of the rHonetan economy than I could ofler 
III 1994." I h('..,e arc possibilities for the futurc, blll \"ith pOllen. the Other mi.lin traH'
element 01 exchange, the long-awaited publication of \.Iaureen ~1ellor"s work ha~ nO\, 
<lchic\ccl <I great ~ld\'ance.9 Recognizing and d.!..,~ihlllg 7th- and 8th-century wale~ I~ ..,till 
problematic, but three mid to late Anglo-Saxon region.!1 traditions can now be isolatcd: in 
Ihe Cotswolds and Ilwiccian area (OXAC), in the Vale of the White Horse and the Lppel 
Thames (OXlif). and in Lhe Oxford region (OJ-Ii) . I he large-s('a le Lise ofLhe ia" oflhes" in 
London i~ ullambiguous evidence fe)l the I hame.., as a transport corridor, while the 
OCCUlTen((,' Ihrougliolll the region of 51. Neoh-Ivpe W(\I(.'S from the east midlancb (OSH) 
point\ to overland Iranspon over long disti1IH.C.., h) cart 01 pad,hor:se. 

BlRL\L 

I he publication 10 modern standards of the ccmelenc\ at BCI insfield, Lechlade and Oickut 
i\ it landmark 111 the Anglo-Saxon al"chacolog) of the rcgion. JfI The rich and proli£ir 
(emeteric, of the upper TIlames haH~ be(.'11 kno\\'11 mainly from grave-good\ rec()\eu.·d b) 
rudimenl:"ln Vinorian cxcavations, blll the n("\\ ~ite~ ~,lIo\, us to study spatial organili.Hion, 
age and ~:\ ":ttruClure, and health and diet. Pn)("""c\ dUl'ing "md after the abandonmelll of 
furnished burial in the 7th and 8th ccnturie.., art" now rccci\ing long-o\'erdue attentioll. rhl' 
essentially 7th-rel1tll'1' cemetery at Didcot, \\ hel cone gra\ e contained the rcm"lins of a 
putatively Chril,tian 'thread-box', dates from a gcnt."nuioll ahel Birinus's cYangcli/aliol1 in 
the region, illld show., how big a question is bl'ggl'cI by the phrase 'pagan cemett'l (. rhe 
point b made more graphically by the lateM grave al Lechlade, ora woman buried undcl it 

barrow (Ihe on I) onc recognilable in the (cmelery) and wearing a silver necklacc with <I 

pendant crOS'i. 

In Al1glo-S11X01/ Ox/ord\/Zire I assembled c\jcitnn.' to \uggest that there was no aUlomatic 
link between conversion and the adoption of <:hurthplrd burial. but rather a long overlap 
phasc. sp"'lI1ning the mid 7th to early 10lh centuries, when the ordinal)' Chl'istian lall) 
continued to be buried in family or neighbourhood (emeteries. 11 rhe point is now made 
with greatcr fe>rce by the Yarlllon sile, wherc it group of six 01' more gra\'cs. plainh 
connected with the adjoining settlement, )Ieldt.'d Ieliablc radiocarbon dates between the I ~H(' 
8lh and late 9th (·cnluries. l :! In an age when burial in consecrated ground \\',,,", not i.l 

rcqul1 Cl11cnt fOI all Christians, it seems best 10 abandon 'pagan' and ·Chn ... tian' a.., 
topographicall) 'pccific labels. and inste;ul to clwi..,age tcmeler-ies rather as we now ellnsage 
settlements: shifting o\cr time, until they I.,culed down in the 1110re stable land\(ape of the 

7 I am graldul fur Ihe ad\icC of Ed Rhodes, wilh ""hurn I hOI.K" 10 wl1ahorale in pursuing thi ... qut.'Mioll, 
II ~.\() , 80-4 Ihe hobby of mctal-delecung ha'i hllgc:l~ lIl<.lca\cd the number offind'i. and the lie" 

,arrangement ... f()l repofung and logging portable dntiqllitlt·~ ~h()uld mean (hal lhey are belle!' r('(urded 
flom no" on. J he Fit/william Museum's Corpus uf Smgle Com hll{h i ... hecoming a .. :ailable (111 Ihe 1I11elll(·t 
(hup:/Iww".filllllU'ICUlluarn.ac.uk/coins/emc.html);1I Ihe tune of gOLllg 10 pl'ess. 

'J M Mellor, ',\ Sylllhe~i$ or Middle and Lale "",IXUI1, Meclie\',11 ,and t..ui, Post-\1edie .. al POllen In lilt' 
Oxford Rcgion', OxnwnnllJ, hx (1994),17-217, 

IU A Boyle. A Dodd, D. \1iles and A. Mudd, Tu'O OxfOld1hm' Itlgia-.\(I:am Cnnrtml'\: 8,,"'l.(j"'" (1111/ f)u/rfl( 
COAl" 1995);\. Boyle el al.. ThI' Anglo-Saxoll (:1'1111'(,,, (It RIIII,,·J F"Id, /.«hlad" I (1998). 

II ASO.72-!i. 
12 lie), op. nl. note 2. 
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10th tlnel 11th n:nturies. I his i~ illustrmed b) m~ (linent work on the Bampton I cgum, 
\\ hich ,uggcsh a nmtllluum flOI11 the 5th- 10 bth-("entun ccnH..'tcl) al Brighthampton, 
lhrough Ihe 71h- and earl\ Hlh-<cntul! onl'S of Ihl' \\'indrush valle\ (SI<lndlakc. ),e1ford , 
CokethOl p(: and Ducklington), to unful"ni,hed ilnd poorlY dated mid to latc Anglo-Si.1XOll 
(cmetcn(', at Chll1l1le~. 'the Be"lln' and Bamplon, the requircmenl f()J' all corpses from this 
great lllolhl'l-pall.sh to be blll ied III Bamptoll (hun In~lrd itself, "hidl the \'ifars thel e were 
defending so ,touth in the 14th (CIlIUn, n1<l) ha\(' been established no earher than tht., Illh 
BUI 1l111( h of Ihis i, ,till spC(UlatIH .. ·, dnd will It'main so until Ihe radi(xarboll cLuing of 
unfurlll,IH .. ·d hurial, Gill be linanced on illl 1IitogethcI larger scak. 

~IINSII' RS AND SMt\LI.'!O\\'\! ORIGINS 

In lI IKlo-.)(I\011 0Vord,hhp I gaH .. ' cOIl"c! .. 'r"lhlc prominenn: to lll(.' Illan\ mOIl."li( 
e't~lblishl1lt'nb foundcd in the upper Ihallll'\ Iq.{lon during Ihe ith to 9th ccntun(',; '" 
ycal" on, I am Mill more com inccd Ihallhe impm tall(t.' olmin,')tcl's in the political. ~(KI<l1 lind 
ccollomic hie, i" well as tht' rdig-iotl, life, of the.: ,\nglo-Sa,on uHlnln,ide hao,; b('en I1ltl(h 
undel'-I';.ul'd. \\'ith their (,\.I(·n,in·, low-dt'n ... lt, (KCUpallon, the on'rla\lI1g 01 1110,,( an.'a ... 
heyond Ihe Ill1mediate cn\il'oll' 01 the chulLh '\Ith tltel ... ettlemenl, and (not lea't ) tht' 
f~lillile ()f iln.haeologisLs 10 pt.·Hei\e Ihem i" a cli\lilHt cOlleg())\,. tlle\ ha\e b(,(,11 Iht' 
Cllldel('llas of ,\nglo-Saxon ,clllcmcnt ,Iudie .... 

I hal is no\\ (hanging, and I ,hall I(K u, htH' on (wo (hIm cbhut· min'tel S \\ heH· 
knmdedge ha, grown signilkanth OH'!' tilt· ia'i le\\ \(,,11", I hl' filst i, F~ Il,ham, lil,1 
mel1t1oned as <I Tlllllster in Ihe H60", \\here po,l-t''''<I\'auon <lnah ... ls ha" darified impOltanl 
aljpelllj of the data reccwcled in 1990-2.1' 11t.'H' .III <IpparcTllh l1ol'll1al cady Anglo-S.n,on 
settlement, o,,:rlying the relllain, of a Bron/l' Ag't..' enclosure, \\~'" replaced b~ wuhel 
buildings Ihal ,eem to haH' e\ol\(:<1 COlltiTlIlOl"h during the 9th and 10th ct.'ntlll it", I hi, 
Sli ppOri s tht.' implical ion 01 the \\ lillen SOllrn·, I hal. \\ hen Ealclollllan 'EI ht:l111acr 1 c-lou nded 
h nsham as ~I Benedictine abl>('\ in IOO!), he took O\'l:r a going- rdig-iotl ... concern. In 111111. 

the markt't-pla(e and town c1c\c1opcd dlll'lng tilt., I ~th etnd I :lth U:-'nturic, on Ihe llolthtTII 
edge of the abhe) precinct. 

I 'h(· ,('('(mel (',ample is Hamptoll, " here t hi.." ()) igin' ;-Illd de\'e10pII1Cllt of the C(TIt"lil ... t it ill 
nlldells han.' become dearer. II 'iosl relllitl kahk i, Ihe di~ro\en thai two Bron/e\ge ring· 
ditcht.'s - onc under the o,olllh tran ... epl 01 Ihe: lhUlCh. thc othn cndml1lg the Illccli('\ill 
DC~lIlcl y house ~lIld chapel to liS west - 't.'cm to hil\c detcrmined thc Ia\,out of tht.'\n~lo
~(lxon ('hurch 01 (hurdle .... Radiofillboll dall'''' frolll Ihe calliest ICKatt.'d pha,c ... 01 btllial, 
,hO\\ th.1I the dlllrchyard cXlSu~d b~ at k'l\t tht, ~hh tt.'lllun; ~I burial III a large. \\ell-hllilt 
IlH)lt.Ilt.'c! ti,l, which \ielded ~I dalt' of \[) 9(}()-IO:\O.1I Djf1: fonlidence. become, Iht.· t.'.lIlil·" 
of thi' I\pe \c( knowll from England 

It \\ <t, allc<lcl\ m~ \ie" III 199·1 thai the lo( ,II t h.II.111t'1 of minstt'r.,. and tht., t't OIlOlllit 
,tillluh" which the) prmickd. rmn have bet.'1l Iht.· single Ill(ht important r.t[iOI in tll(· 
gCIlClClIioJl of market to', nsY' Blit although til(' (olTelalioll of minstCls \\ ith lOw 11\ i ... 
'll'lkl1lg, the alThacolog\ i, h,ll'd to pill dO\\ 11. Ihe pre-urban nudel illt' \ isihl(' 
topographiC'ally and arch'l('ologicalh': the 12th- ,1Ild I~\th-t.'entul') planned ..,trel'l, and 
burgagt." all' generall, slill ill lise; but Iht.· inll'IYl'ning pha~es elude us. 

'.1\. 1I ,.,d~ .. \ Dodd ilnd (~. h.l·t·\ III. F\I(l1'1I1101I1 (l11\//I/mlll lM~')' /f}CJ().CJ2 (rUlIIKoming); (I. ,ISO, ~·I. 
'27. f,:\, lil·Hi. 1m prt:iilllin<ln wndLl ... ,ol1,. 

II 1,\0,1,2·1;.1 . Hiai .. , ' l~ ilIlIP1On-;11l \n~I(J,,,,,.,xf)1I \illl'Il'" (.Iln-rnI1rdUlt'IJ/IJ/n. WO (199M). 1'21-.HI. 
St .. (, .,1 ... 0 Ihi' ,nlumt'. pp. 26i·~H). 
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Rc(ent work III t\\O O:xforcl,hire market (0\\11, illustratt" \\hat might hale been found if 
the 1t.'\CUt." en()I t... of the 1960 ... and 1970~ had not largeh iKTlOreci ,uch placcs. At BlfcslCl. 
nlld-Saxon timber buildings ha\t~' been found ncar the \Iarket Square. facing St. Eadbul h' 
mimLCr aero ... tht, RI\cr Bure_ I _\t Bampton, tht· nMd leadillg ~outh\\'ar<b from the church, 
\\here IOp()gr~lpll\ .,tlggcM~ the lonner eXI ... I('n«' of a funnel-shaped open area. ha\ bt'cn 
identified as all Iith-ccntury \elliement ((xu.., I" two fortuilOu", di ... co\,crie.., : on its ea ... t ... ide 
a ... mall \unken-f('illUred building, ~lTld LO illl \\(.:'..,1 ~I ')\..,t('111 of pIOl-oound<trie!,. '- It "'C(.:'I1l'" 
likeh that this \\ as the ... ite of the Inarketmenliont'd III Domesd~t\ Book, replaced in the 121h 
01 l :hh (cntun b\ lhc big triangul'Jr market-pl<lu' to lhe ca ... t. I he~e Gl"ie ... \ indicate a more 
POSiliH' rc ... ponsc 10 the archaeolo~n 01 small-to\\11 (Clllre ... , where planning preferelKe ... fot 
infil\ and 'brown-fidd' housing arc likch 10 innt.· ...... e dc\clopmt.·11l in the coming ycar ... . 

OXFORD 

\\' ith Brlllil Durham\; Oxford BeJori' Iht' L 1111 '''1\(/) III the finial ... t~tg('s of cditing, lhis i'i ,till it 

lirnt.' I«ll "ock-taking rather than new hypothese ... ~Ibollt tht' .\nglo-Saxon cit\'. Over lht' nexl 
ft'" H'ar'", as thc L rhan Datab~lsc de\elops, \\(' ... hould bc .. tblt.- to do more with lhe ma" of 
still sometime ... undige ... tcd data that we aln:ad\ haH'. c~pccialh if the, can be ploued three
dil11('nsioll"lh in relation to the gl a\ el ten <lce and ob ... el H'd carh ground-'iurhlces. ,\ fine
det~ll1t'd nmLOur llIap of the historic lity is a ba ... i(· requirement, Roger ,\.an\lie\ ingeniousl) 
\lInplt' fipil auem}>l, u..,ing lhe known spot-heights of' manholc (o\'en. ha\ (liread ... ' dr,n, n 
altl'lllion to ... ollle interesting anomalies. 1M 

In the me'lI11il11<', disco\clies c-ominllc. I hc\shJ1lolcan\ Sackler Libran silt' Ita ... 
pnKlucl'd the first ... herd of Ip~wl(h \\'(Irl' (0 bt-' f(llllld in (h.lord YI In Brasenose Line. work 
b~ I.lI1coln College Ii" ... revealed 10th- and Ilth-n'ntul\ ()("( .. lIpauon surfaces 3 m. below the 
Inodel n ground-sllrf~lCc (a good illustration of the necd fOI s) ... temalic collation of 1('\('1,); 
ancl evaluation illihe PrO\-OSl'S garden at QUt't.'I1\ Ita, ell(OUIIlc:r('(i surfaces ora similar dalt.'. 
rt'I)I"t.·scntjng either an extnl-l11ural ..,culeIlH.'1ll 01 lhe fi,..,t o(cupaLion within the eastward ... 
exten ... ion of lhe derendcd to\\l1.!!!! ,\t the monaslic hean of Oxford, ~I long !,equellcc of 
bUllais from thc cathedral gra\e\·i:lrd. and (hill«MI burials and it I Olh-ccnllll) cancd cros';, 
fragmclll frol11 Sl. ,\ldalc's church, add SI11<111 but signififalll plect:s lO the emerging piCLUIt': 

the radiocarbon results arc <lwaited cagnl) . 
. \n appropriate poilll or condu'iion is Oxf<nci Castle. \\ hich lakes us beyond the Conquest 

and to one of 1()111 Ila ...... all's main conllibution.., (() the hi"'lOr~ and archaeoloh" of Oxford. 
rhe colos~al rubble-built keep. \\ hic h forl11\ bOi h I he \\(:sl to\\ cr of Sl. George's thapcl i:md 
pan of the w{'.,tern defenses of the Glstle, ha ... IOTlg been rnogni7ed a~ an anomah JllJong 
'ollllan-pcriod fC)flifiC<ltions. In an il11port~111l Icccni papt.·r, Derek Relln ... uggesl\ that it 
mighl he a hue .\nglo-Saxon (()\\el pre-dating Ihe ca ... t1e. hOlh because it is mis-aligned on 
the ("h.lpel and rn pt and because Iht: mOlle - w hi(h can b(' rdiabh daled to the carh I070s 
- 'cn"cni\t:h neullali,ed <)r. George .... 10\\ cr h~ hl<K king it... \IC\\ 0\ er Oxf()J"d ' .:.! I I must ~ldTl1il 

III I hie; L'i \Iill unpllhli~hcd. and It '"'fluid be pL(~ III.LtllLt' (f) giH.' .111\ dt:t.ul". 
17 Smail ,\"d/~md\ Inhal"lJ/fllO (here.lllel ,\.\l.Il, 2~ ( 1~)~JH 1, IH-!I , :H : fUi the M.·nmd ~ltC: 'l't' thi ... \OllIllU.' 

PI', 2()7 ·!}(). 
1M \ :\11. 27 (1997). i7 .~ 
I'j '\,\11, 2M ( 19m-n. MM. 
! U ,\.\1.1. 29 (I H99). 7M - ~J, M3. 
21 I) F Renn. 'Uurhg('at and Gonfannn · I\H) SLddLglm hum tll(.' Ua\Cu, lapc'iln· . 1111:[0-.\"011111"111 

'twl",. "'"\1 t199I), 1;;-91'1 , ilt 179-I'H . 
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to remaining sceptic"ll, but thai is essentially beG1USe of the heel massiveness of the tower, 
which dwarfs all known Anglo-Saxon towel'S and is built on a scale (and with wall
lhicknesscs) othcrwi\c unknown in Anglo-Saxon England. 

Maybe I am hilling imo the old trap of arguing rroll} silence about a period where so 
I11l1ch is still obscure. The prospecli,'e redevelopment of the Castle site - whatever rorm il 
evclHu::tlly lakes - should til leasl provide opportunities fot detailed study and recording of 
the lower, and if L am pro\'ed wrong I shall be delighted. Ihat indeed should be the spirit 
of anyone \\ ho in\c\ligales any aspen of Anglo-Saxon ~trch<1.eology. \\'e knm .... vastly mote 
than we did thlny years ago. bUI we probabh still do not kn<m half of wh~H there is to be 
known. If the current mood is against research exca,"ation, planning policies ha,'c become 
more conduci,'c to preserving and at least somclimes investigating the buried Anglo-Saxon 
remains of Oxfonlshire. Opportunities will go on occurring. and ''Ie are probabl) in f()J · 

some surprises ... \ future 10m Ilas')all lecturer, in another twelll) or thin) years, should be 
able to fill man, olthe gaps. 


