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T he ilrchacological in\eSLigalion~ (FiK"', I ilnd 2) were car ri e d OU L b, Oxford 
.\rchacoJogic<t1 Lnit (O.-\L ). and ,.,.ere ()(c£lsioneci b~ ~Iagdalen College's proposal LO 

t:O!l\tru« "Iudenl <lHOlll modaLion and a n audiLOliul1l on the ..,ile of the f()rnlcr Fello\\s' Gtl 
park <lnd sq uash courts (NC R SL 5199 OG:Ej) .. \ preliminan cYaiuarion, ca rried out by OAt 
in 1991,1 f()lll1ci no ~truClllral remains, but the ITrO\CIY of l11eciic\ai finds and deposih frolll 
e \'aiuCltion tlenches in the \iciniq orthe squa'lh court., "I tlggested that medie\-a l feallllcs and 
.,lruClure'l couid exist within lile impact area of th e ploposed cicn:iopmcnl. ,\n ('xGI\'ation 
and wau:hing brief welT subsequentlY undertaken in 1993, lind form the su~jecl of the 
present report, Ihc \\ol'k was carried OUl in ;In:ordanre \\ ilh a planning agrecmenl lliade 
between the (;ollege and Oxford Cit\ Council. 

BACK(,ROL'lD 

Ihe ~ile of ~Iagdalt'll College wa~ occupied for milch ofille medie\'a l period b~ the Il o'lpitai 
of Sl. J o hn the Bapti'll, one of the mo~t Important <.harilics and religious house~ of th e 
Tl1edie\allO\\n .:! 1 he hospital was finalh 'luppl'c.,sed in 1437 as part of the endm\ lllcnt of the 
rollege, but had occupied the site from allea"lt 12 :~ 1. when it had been refounded by HeJ1l-~ 
I J I, I-he eX<lnl<Kalion urlhe OI-iginal ho.,pnal . thought to ha\e been in e'\ istc ncc in the 12th 
<.:entun. rt.'mains unkno wn , H.E. Salter suggested. however. thai it was located to the Ci.lst of 
lhe chulch 01 SL Petci in the E.ast , and outside the town w~llI. This lhcOJ'~ implies that lht' 
onglllal sill' of the hospiwlla\- within the de\elopmcnt arca, possiblv under the Fellows' 0 11 

palko 
Ihe south ·,ide of the de\'eiopment area was thought likely to impinge Oil land at the I car 

nf f()llrtCell ICllcmellls Oil the Iligh Stree t frontage . \\ hich are kno\\ n to ha\,(' exi~lt"d during 

I It DUIII ,u ll ;lnd J, \I ()tll'l:. '.\Iagdalen (:ollege (;nHe' (him d \1"( ha(:o logica l l ' nil unpubl. (,\<lIU<llioli 

Il'POII, 19HI), 
'.! \ fC(l'1l1 ,I('mum uf the Ilospiwi uf 1)1, Johll (an be Imillel in U. Durham, 'nll.' Inli llllan <mel Ii all of 

lh(, \l ed l('\ al Ilo,pilal of '-,C J ohn lhe Bapti\l at Oxford'. (hmllflll't1. hi (1991), 17·7:;. 
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the medie\'al period between the site of the refounded hospital and the ea~t gate of the 10\\ n 
at the corner of Longwall Street. These tenements were largely rebuilt b) fl,lagdalen College 
in the 1480s_ The tenement at the west end of the ro\\' was the Cardinal's Hat Inn, which 
had become the Greyhound I nn by 1556. The site of the tenements \,'as later occupied b) 
Magdalen College School. until its redevelopmem as Longwall Quad in the 19305. The area 
to the north, known as the Grove, was enclosed during lhe round~Hion of ~Iagdalen College. 
and was used as gardens and a deer park. The south-wesl pan of the Grove and deer park 
were subsequeml) encroached upon by the Fellows' car park and the squash courts. 

TilE EXCAVATION AND WATCHING BRIEF 

Methodology 
The excavation (Fig. 2, Trench G) LOok place \\ithin the squash COUILS. in Ibe area idenlilicd during Ihe 
evaluation as having the highesl sunivaJ ofmedie\'al depo!>its. ~Ihe Irench measured 11 x 2 111.; il was laid Ollt 
by OAlr and machine-excayated undel- direct drchaeological slipenision 10 the top or Ihe I-Jth-cenlun 
horizon identified in 199 I. Thereafter, the trem:h was hand-exca\-alcd and rccordt.'d in plan and se<.lion .. \ 
watching brief was maintained on the digging of sen'ice tl'cnchc!l. but the on I} re!luhs or archaeological 
interest came from the sen'ice trench located above a brge drain adjdcent to 1.0I1b",-all Street. 

DESCRIPTION 

Ceolog) 
The sile lies mainl, on the Chel-well noodplain gr;:l\cl terrace a.., II begins 10 risc up IOwards (he second 
terrace. O\'erlying the gravel in Trench 6 was <I la\-er of natural !lubsoil consiMillg of cOlllp<lued orange sand 
(600). This was found at a Ic\'d of 57.04 III. OD. 

Watching brief (Fig. 3) 

The watching briefre\'ealed evidence for a north-sOUlh aligned ditch, possibl} of two pbases, rUlllllllg parallel 
to Longwall Street. Only the eastern edge of this featul-e \';a'i exposed \\ithin Ihe alca of the ~enice trench. 
and its full extent, assumed 10 survive beneath the modern I.oll& .... \all Slreel. remaim \lnknown. The 
apparently earlier ditch (711) was partially eXLa\'ated, <md \\',h in excess of 2 Ill. widc and 0.9 m. deep. A 
sequence of fills was identified (712, 713. 715. 716. 717). but ani, a single sherd of I)Ollcr), \\<lS "eco\'(:l'ed, 
from central fill 715, and ofiate Ilth- to 12th-centuq date. A panial section !iuggested lhal ditch 711 had 
been recut by a later ditch (7 10) on the same alignmelll. but this could nOI be full~ imestig:lted O\\'ing to the 
presence of modem sen'ices, Two gravel dUlllp lilyen (705 and 706) o\erla~ ditch 711. and fOUl- 'imall 'ihcrd'i 
of pottery, dating no later Ihan the I ~hh cemul"\'. were recovered from 706. 

The gravel dumps levelled the ground for a surface of compacted yellov. gravel (70.J), \\hich had Ihe 
appeal-al1Ce of a noor. and extended underneath Longwall Street. This measured 1 Ill. b\ 2 m. withil1 the 
watching brief area. and was 0.08 Ill. in depth. Dating e\'idence is !iCarct.·. con!iisting of four small sherds of 
pOL Three of the hagmenl5 date from the latc 11th to mid I :hh cemlll)' but the fourth i!> of 16th- to 18th­
century date. It i'i pos!lible that this surface was associated" ilh IWO post pad~, 707 and 70S. in the north-cali! 
of lhe area. rhese con"isted of tv.o small Slones set on the natllral subsoi l, and overlain b\ a cultivation ~oil 
(701). 

The (!x({wation. 7"ellch 6 (fig. -/) 

The earliest fealure exca\'ated was ,\ narrow ea'il-hC'it aligned gulh (637) Clil into the natural subsoil. The 
gully had been trUllcated by ploughing, and thrce plough ftllTo\\s wert: recorded within the area of 
excavation (from south to north 641, 639 and 614). all aligned roughl) ea!it-west and a minimum oro.So m. 
in width. A number of finds were recovered from the furrows, included struck flint. late 12th- to 13lh-cenWr\ 
poue!)', iron nails and an incomplete buckle pin (from 638, lhe fill of 639). The furrows were overlain by a 
cultivation soil (608),0.20 m. in depth, which was itself overlain by a second very similar dark orange-bra .... n 
cultivation soil (G07) lhat generally survived 10 a depth ofarOllnd 0.30 m. and contained occasional indusiom 
of charcoal and shell. ·rhe soils contained pOllery of 13th-to 15th-cenlul")' date_ 

A series of fOll!' features were recorded on the easl side of the trench (from south to north 632. 633, 6.J5 
and 653). These are probabl~ all the remains of truncated pits, but of dirrering fonns. Pits 632 and 653 were 
completely excavated , al1d were both roughl) circular in plan. of bo\\ I-shaped profile and vel"} shallow. Pits 
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Fig. 2. M<lgdillcll College. Longwall Quad: naluauon alld eXG.I\aliotl lrcnthes, and location of 
watching brief. 
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6:\:\ and f)..I:J WllIinued be."ond lhe ed){e or t:'l<l,atIOIl. I'll IH~) ilppe.u~d (0 he O\aJ in ~hape. I\hile 1''' 6:~:' 
\\.l' lun,idt:1 ,lbh I,u--gn, '" ilh minimum dime..·II ... ions of 2 \. 1 Ill, 1~()lh \\ cre he..·;]\ ih truncated. and \el" ,hallo\\ 
Ihe till, of pit ... 6:~~ ,md 6:~:\ 162:\ and 62·1 re~pl"{ti,eh 1 (o1H.lined polten of II th- lO 13th-{elllun d.t1l· .-\11 
II\(: pih \\t'Il: tllt IIlto Ihe 1!)her la\er of culti,.tt1ul1 "011. 60H. thai mcrl,n Ihe plough furn>\\~. 

\ parallel 1"0\\ of ~i .... IIHcl(uuing re.lIllle .. \\.I~ n:U)ldt.·d "'line (I,,;{J III, If) the \\e"L alnng the 'H·.,t cd).!;t: 01 
the tremh (from ..,outh 10 north 629. 62~. t)~7, ti26. 623. 6:n). loiilKC their full nlellt \\,1" nOI rc\t~'Ik-cllh(·,e..· 

fealure, (.lnnOl be cl'rt.unh identified . bill tll('ir profile In 'iil"(1iull (Fig , I) ""'I)n~h "'"KJ:::c"t't lililtlllc\ Iqne"enl 
.111 i11i~nment of Plb, The pitS were cui into the natulill ... ub .. nll. hUI It I ... II ... !) {lc,1I Ihalillt, llorihelnnW'1 pif . 
1>33. t Ul 1,1\·l·1 bOK \\ hidl o,erla~ lhe (un 0\\",. I h(' pil" \\CTt.' ()\ ell.1I1l h, utili, "llOIl !loi!. bUI no d(:al hori/OIl 
\\,1\ \i~ihle here tx'I\~t:en Ja\'eI' 6()~ and 1'1\t.'1 607.\ Ill·t.'- llllon holt.' (631) 111 lhe __ Olllh_\\l,.,1 cOllier ollh(' 
1Il'l1(h Ill<l\ plt'date the'!t· fe.mll·es but no din'ct ph\,lfal rclalion..hip t.'xi'ited, Ihe tn'e-LhlO" hole \\-.'l'> tUfln 
" .. mall tun'inK gulh (6:\0 ), rhe rill of Ihi., gllll~ (621) .Hld the Jill ... of Iinet: of Ihe pits. 62~. 629 ilnd 6~n (tjJ9 . 
620 ilnd 6:\ I re'>pecmc!) wlllainccl polter~ d<Habit· to tht.' period ht·tw('(' n the mid 13th and Iht' C.lrI, I.;tll 
(l'lIllllic'ii. Fill 020 (If lhe O\al pit 629 "i'io ('fmlained a Il- ... hapcd lippt'd bud.lc. 

A \m,11! po\tiHJit' (6·13) Id~ in tht.· (t'IlUC orthe l1'l'nth. It 1l1{·<I..,IIIe..·d U.32 Ill. 1)\ O.2R Ill. and Ila., 0.16 III 
dl'{·p. Ihe fill (.olll<ljncd no lind!l and nn rcl<lliOlhlllP \\ ilh ,111\ olhn fcalllie lId.., ob<;;('ned. ilhhollKh tht· 
po ... lhol{· I\-il .. (1\('11;.1111 by (uili\alion 'ioiI60~. 

0, cdying Ihe Cllitlldtioll !loil!l \\ ere la\ el"'~ of wmp,lue..·c! \\ hiLe..· 1lI00f;1l (605 and 606). probabh 'iiUCC e.,~i\l· 
galden p,lIh..,. whidllTllurn I\ere merlain h\ an old lUll hilt· (60 1), lit{' (ulti\iltion la\ers and lhe garelen 
p,lIl .... \\eH' {UI h, a deep comlruction trench (bIO) Ih,({ 1l1l',I~ tllt.'d up IO:~ Ill, wide nuh a \anlllg dqllh of 
.1Iound I III I hi.., i .. pm ... ibh the re..·III.um of a robbcd \\,111 fuundatioll (I ('n(h Ihat has roughh aliglwd eil~l­
\\t·.,I, I he diffel ing deplh~. and Ihe wichh. nflhe 11't.·lIch. i liollK \\1Ih Ihe .. hilting alignment of lht' north cdg(' 
to 1101Ih-\\c,t - "()1I1h-eil~l. 1lI"~ lIulicalt' a lall'r pha~e of (OIhIJU(l1nn 0) .. imph he fhe re..,lIh of mhhing . I ht' 
([("Il(h llold heen b'l{kfilled \\ilh a ... ingle fill 01 ntbhlc..· (l)1I .. i~t1l1g oilllonill. ~lOne..' ilnd buildlllg lllill('l·i al (fill) . 
I he find, et.IIC hom the I:llh to the 20th Ct.'IHun and mdude.1 Ilwdic\,d hud.lc..· and a modern .. hme!, III(' 

demulitiUIl i .. de,1I h ' .1 )-('cent CH·nt. ,\ IIIhble la~(,1 (fl(tll. lluke-up lor Ihe tomlHt(UOIl ollht.· ,qlla ... h COlin ... 
abuttcd Ihe U)Il ... IIU(tioll IrClith and (o't'led Ihl' e..·llur(·lclIglh of Iht: e .... cl\<lIIOI\ ar('a 

n It FINDS 

J he lincis repons di~nlss finelli relrie\ed ('101ll .. Iii lhree pha..,es of the archaeological 
imesligaliolH rrol11 1991 to 1993. The exca\Cition <lnd waLching- brief conLexlS run rlom 600 
<lnd 700 respectively. 

PO n ER\, b) LL'C\' \\ ' HITn:-lGIL\~1 

rllIel' pha~l"' of ;11 chacological illl c'tligation .It \I.lgdalt:n ColIl'l{t' plOdlltt'd ~ 19 shelth of pOllen (2.:\ l...g. ), 
\In'>! of Ihe IXHI('" i, 1\ pical of the mid 13th 10 I :Jlh H'nlUli~s for the UI\ of Oxford. although lhe Clllill' 
""",,(·mhl<l,.;:e t{)nI"lIl~ it range (If Wille' d.lling from ROIll.lll 10 1,lIl' pml-medie"dl. \11 Ihret' ph.I"l·~ of 
.IICh.lC()logKill ime.,tlg.lllOll have prodll(cd ~imiLII '1,~elllbl'IK('~ 01 pOllel\ and \\ill thncfolc lx' di"'-.u,\(·d 
wllt'('li,eI\ . 

. \1lhough Iht'le 'lfe ~herd ... of Roman gle\-\\aH' and ")t, 'eol\-t\Pl· \\,lIe of d IOth- 10 I I th-{e..·111 II I \ dilte. 
Ihe\ t.lIlllot be U\ed to on-...r Ieliablt.' e"dell{(' U/O{(UpiltiOn hom tim dille..' ,!, thl'\ ,Ire found retiepo,ilcd ill 
I.lln conu.'x" (607. (jl :\. 621, -! 3.:1 II). I'he l·iUhe..·~1 (c'-'llnit fimJ., hkd\ In defilc' from tht· OHllpiltinn of the 
... itt' .Ire wnklng pot .. her(h in Oxford Larh \1t.-c1inal ,,",II (' «)~ \C) .111<1 (hford \(CelIC' al \\are IOXY). dilliug 
lrom lhe ble Illh 10 1:·\111 cenfuries (mntnh flU. fi2:l. 6~1. -1 :J. ~, U. 701l .lIlel 71.,)) . 

I hf.' maJurit\ of lhe p(Ilien is frcHII a I,ll iet, (If Jug fOIIIl' PI(){III(e..·d In Ihe..· I\rill Boar"',lllllld\I~II' bl'twf.'t'll 
the mid I :~l h <lIld ear" 15lh c!.'nluries, .-\'!';(Kimed II Ilh lllt.' .. (' .11 e \I111t1.11 <jll.llltilic., 01 .-\bingdoll \\'are (OX. \(; ) 
jug ..,he..·TCh .md b,1 \\·iltshire-qp(· WMC (O'\Q) {()oklllg \(·"~l' l .. d,HUlK rmlll the lall' (21h I() Cill" l:Jth 
e..clltllric .. «((IIHCXI~ (lmt 6 12. 616. 617. 619. 620. 621. I 1. :l l· '-'I. j 7. :l II .md 3! 12). 

A I'i.II1~C of post-mcdinal I\.u'es are datable 10 tht: I (jlh to I HI h l('ntuncs. rh e~c include local Brill H(Mnl,11I 
p)oclu(t .. (OXDG) and unprmenanccd eillh po...l-IIH.'dit'\'OII wall''' (OXA'-). wilh ImpOlLed Ri1eni .. h 
Stonewale..· . S\ll In, I bml)\hire Border-lrl>c \\hil(·\\i.l1(· ... <:1<11(.'(1 Red and Ulack Earthenw,\I C~, I in-g-ia/l' 
W;\r(·". CIC'.IIll \\'Il(' ilnd Pcat!\\are ICOIlU'\.I .. fill. 1,1. 17 . :) .1. :J,H. 5,7, ..1, 10, jill, 702 and 7()1), 

S~IALL. H:-IDS b, I.EIGII ,\L.L.£/\ 

\ .. lI1all ii't't('mblagl' of mel<llw()1i.. was nxO\("red fmllllhl' {'1.lIU<llinl1 ilnd exca\,lIion. cOl1lpri .. lllK In (oppel 
"lIuv objell"', 26 iron obJt.'Ct, and I lead obJl'ct. 'mahl!.' .llllon~'" Ihe coppt'r .liltn objt"cl\ \\{'re..· a butl...k· h.lmt· 
and" thimhle 



l{()I~I' l{ I., F I \L. 

1111: hu( I..k 1r.IIlW (SF 602 Imlll wntext 620) i, <I lippt:d O-.. hapt: frame \\ ilh a narrO\\ ofl-'i('l bar. I he lip 
1,:X(t'll(l.. illlo.1 (olialt."(ll..nop_ and the ench 01111(' b;1I ,11,0 tt.·llIIin;IU,- in <lngled (ollared knop ... Ill{' bll(l..le i~ 
(\<"(01.11(.'<1 \\ uh I in~ ,mel dnt motif along tlte inm" ,\lid Illltc:r (:cig(.' of the frame. '0 ell.ao p.lI.llld h<l' bt'(:1l 

founci fOI (hi, bUlJ...le, hUl lippcd n-.. hapecl bU<.l..k' \\Clt' (Ollllllflll in Ihe ll1edit:\al period_ Ring and dot mOIlf. 
.lit Itoll~h " ..... ou.llt·d lIIain" \\ nh Ihc\ngh)-S;I'(OIb. tOllllllllt'd 10 I}t:' u,t·d ill the P0'it-CullqUt'" pel itKI <lnd ('all 

ht- 't't'lI 011 Iht- 1:!lh- 10 1 :lth-H'IlIUn D-,h"ped hutJ...lt- hallll- hom '01 \\i(h,j -I his rorm of rohml hll(J...I(" 111.1\ 
Ilt' .1,,(Kiiltt·d \\llh !Ull .. eg(:al" a~ II .. eem ... intenelt:d Ih,lt 11 ... lu)llld hang 1il..e il pelldanl ,-ather th .. n "t'(lIlt' a hdl 
01 .. l101p ;llIt) ..... the b(Kh. 

I h<.· tlumhk (SI- 7 flt)lll tonte'll 1) i ... "l1aighHidl'C1 '\lIh ,I 11.11 lOp; Ihl'lI1c1clI1<ltiolhar(' appli<"d in ,I"pllal 
O\l" lilt" top ,lIltl ,ummel iiI(' "l(lt,,, of til(' Ihimhlt: Iklm\ Ihe IIlclt'lIIiltiOIl" there' i ... a d<"((H'lIl'd hOHlt'1 
(oll,i'(IIl~ 01 11\11 hand, 01 h<ltdlt~d line, \\1111111 I'HI IlIli"('d gl(H.I\(·~ alld h<"(I\t'enlhc~e b.II1(i.. thel<-' ,He 1I00H'1 
dnif{1l\ .. el In (inks. I hilllbleo; II ilh <ll'tOl.Itt·dlilm \\n<.· ilLl1 odtttt'd III the 131h telllun_ and ht't,IIIW POPUi;t1 
III I lie lhlll n'l1ll1n \\h{,11 qUJntilies 01 fine" de(,(lIalt'd Ihimhlt·, \\('Ie importeci rl()1lI :\l1lt'mhng,1 

I hl' 1t.'III,lIning: topper ;tllm ohjet( .. ;til' d1ln' lat(· 1.1).; .... a hool..t·d lilling. a pin and (hlce lIIi .. n:II,\llt·om 
It 'lgmt'llls of ,hcl't or "lIip, I he ldu,' lag~ ;i1(' P0,>I-lIlt'dil',al ill d,ne, a .. i .. Lilt, dr,n, 11 pin \Iilh ,I \\IIl'-I\UtIlHI 
Iw,nt I he hooled fiulIIg (SF H from t:Oll ll'xl I -1) I" po"ihh till: cudl hom" late medinal 01 pml-me<Iieval 
hook d,l .. p _ It I" <It'COI <lll·d wilh '-Ill imi'>t'd /ig-/'Ig IMllt'nl ;tl()n~ JILl' lOp 01 the hook. fhi .. II P(' 01 (1'\\1> "ollid 
hilll' hl'('11 lI'>l'ello ... t.·utt<.' a hool.. t:OIl'1 timed In ;ttl,lthlllg 1Ill' hool.. 10 .. hal plCltl"uding fl'om Iht' ntl,,:1 (0\('1 

Iht'n' ,lie no notable ohjl't:I ... 01 iron 01' lead. -Ih(' ilon ., .. \elllhl,lge tOmpll,>e ... 17 11<11"- tl mi'>t/.'lI,IlIt'oll" 
It <lgnH'1ll '>. a plain 'q"al e hutJ...le I'ralll<-' .• 1 1)11( I..lt· pili .md .1 .. hO\'t'i of l1lo<lt'l1l appeal"iIlKt·. I ht, It'ad ohjl"<.I i, 
,I 11.lpt·/old,tlltagmclIl of lt~ .. d .. heel \\ IIh (lll 111.111.. .. "Iollg Ollt' t'd~t· 

SIR l Ch FI.I '\ I bl 1'111 LI PI'" I~R. \DLU 

I hilT pit-H'" oj ... 11 U(1..lIim 11(,11;" IC(o\'l'l'cd (,I 11,11,(, hOIlllf)III("'.IIi:?~ anel <I fl.ll(' <lnd.1 pic('e 01 illegular \\,I .. tt 

hom I onlt·,1 fd~). Ill\" lIint '\;1" cluite ahl ,Ided, .tIlel WllIt,IIIOIl 1,llit'd II 0111 light 10 hean 

\ lotal of I~:! hOl1t"" l\l'lt· I ('(OIl"Il'{i 110m Illl' Iq91 1'\alll,lllon.lI! ,\llIlh '\1 \\<."1(' l(\t'l1lifi('clltl "jl('(ln <llld 
,1l1;tltllllitid pan ,1IIe1 1\10 idl'l1tilied " .. Iwing 110m <il)!III, .. 1 it Itm I ( 1,liJil' 11,\ lOl,11 01 I :lH hom'" '\ l'1 <" Il'( (1\ ('Il'd 
htll1l ,he I~)~FJ 1"lal,1I10n, of'"hi(h ~O "t'\"t' I<iClllili(.'d Itl 'pt.'(it" ;l1ld ;tlla(omital pall and (\\0 ukntllied a, 

Ill'ing f I 1111l dOll1nli( filiI I (I "hit" 2), Rib~ <.111<1 \ l'lldlLll' \I t-rl' nOI idl'lllifil"d 
Ihl' bonl'" '\t.·11." ill a IT<-I~tlll;tblt" ,I.LI(' 01 PLl">IT\,ItHll1, 'Ihll/lugit ~(lIl1l'\\h<l1 fraglllt"lIIi1n" Ihcle ,\ell' 110 

IJ(lI,lhll' hlJII hl'l\ 11\il1 k,. SOlll(' hOllt· .... fltllll Ir(,l'-Ihm\l pl! lillli:?:!. pit fill G:?O and 11111'0\\ till h-Hl. \llH' hU1111 
I hI' hOlle ""clIIbl,lg<.· h II pital of dOlllt'''II( 1.lhl(' rl'lml' 

SOil S.\\ IPLE \'\ .\LYSIS bl \I.\RK ROlll'\SO'\ 

I he ... tlIt- ,oil .. <I111ple Inlillthl' .'lill· ,\,1\ 17 litH'''' Iltllll tCllHl'XI lili. till' fill of pit li26. I Ill' lhant'd I t· 11l;l Ill .. \\I'll' 

.tlllJo .. 1 t'llIiH'h \looel dl:JIToal.lht." lIlajon" of ,\hi(h \\<1' 0,1l.. (QIIOfllll. I hI..' nnh mht'\" I <.'lIlam .. Oh"l'1H'd III 
Iht" ., ..... ('~ .. mcllI \I('le two unid<.'llIi(iahl<-· ({Tt'<ll ~I;!im. Ill(' lIIollu .. l ... wt'n:: t:,dl"ilt'" 1110<;<.' of dn 1,llld. 
11I(llitlill~ lid/mila t'.\It'lIl1/((/ .1I1e1 Tm!lIlI!m/m/m, .-\j.,o 1)11"t'lII '\t'lt· tht' dOl" of" bird and ,I 'ingk li ... h >'(aft· 

I)I~( l SSIO'\ 

I he l'\.(t\I,tI1on and watching briel. .tlLlIOUgh of lillliu:d ('\.I<.'nl. ha\'(~ nl'\'t~nhclc..,s n·\l'~ll(.'d 

flll thn illl(,H"sling c\idence for Ihe: deleloj>l11ellt oillie are<l during the Illedic\'al period, 
I hI..' w<lllhing brid ITlc~llcd c\idenn: of the e,l ... t t'<lge of" a ditch running paralll'1 to 
Long-wall Streetth<ll appeared 10 be a ... uh..,lantial 1t.,.IIUrl'. ill e>.ce ...... of2 Ill, "ide, On (>1(.:·')e lll 
l'lidl'll("(', t lli ... could he (( roaclsidt' ditch along Ille extraml lral rO;ld leading arollnd Ihe (:<1 ... 1 

\ CL '). \1<tlgl"OIl (t·d,). '\ol1t,/(1I HOIIII'/UJ!dI. th,' II/t'I/lI'"1'af fIIlff /Jm/-lI/n{'1'1'fI1/l1Idl from \"01<11111 \UI1'/) 
f.\I(/,'fI/IIII/\ /97/-8 (l-_a .. 1 .-\nglia.-\nhal'olog\ ."IH_ ImU). l-'ig_ IJ. 'o,!~H. 

I (:1. ~ . F. f lullll(· ... \,'lI''''K rJumh/(1 (Find .. "h'~e;tl (h (;1 ()UP 701J-170(); J)at,l .. h<"('t 9. 1 fI~~)" 
5 Cl \f Biddle and IL\ Hinton . ·BooJ... d, .... p .111<1 pagt- holdl'l'. in \I Hidd1<- (t'd.). Oh}nt flllIl 1:1'11110/1/\ 111 

\II'I!lI'vf11 "/Ill 111'\10 (" illl ht'\tn Simllt'\ 7. I '-Inc! II. 19UII). 7.),-1-7 
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wall of the town: altern3ti\ch. it might possibh ha\e been pan of the (OWll ditch itself. rhe 
precise lllle of the town ditch or moat is unknown in this area. but Brian Durham (pel's. 
comm.) nored on'r ~L} m. ofdirch silt with la)ers of stones forming surfaces in a manhole in 
Longwall Street, suggesting that a yen substantial infilled ditch or moat underlie~ the 
modern road. rhe gra\'elmake-up and surface seen in rhe watching brief may well relate to 
a shon-li\'t~d and T"clmi\'l~l~ insubstantial building encroaching on the dilch. (\ common 
OU;lIrrence during the medie\'al period. There is tlnf()rtunately nothing in the watching 
brief results 10 suggest \,hether or notlhis building belonged to the Ilospital ofSl. J ohn, and 
the pOllet") ran onl) be dated yen broadh to a 12th- to I:}th-cellllll"\ range. The ditch 
appeared to ha\ e been recllt !'lubsequclllh. 
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rhe l',ca\,iltion fOllnd cOIwincing evidence i()1" arable cultivation in the medie\'a l period , 
III the (onn of three \-en distinct ca<;t.\\C\ihlligncd plough h.llTo\\'S. The subsequent pit 
digging is t\ pKal of the rear of urban lenemcnl<" \\ here rubbish was dispo.!:Jcd of in pits at 
the edge 01 the propert\ (and Lhll ... ('Urlhest frolll tht, house). It is \'cr) likely that thc pj~ 
\\ere at lhe I car of one of the fourtccn tencment", "King on to Iligh Street, and the pOllen 
c\idencc.:' b consi~tent \,ilh occupation from the I :hh to the earl ier 13th century. A substantial 
(ollc<.tion of later pOllen, of 161h- to lHth- tentun date. ma) be associated with the rcbuilt 
It'nt'Il1t,'nl"" al lea ... , two of "hic-h i-UC knowll to haH~ bcen inns. It may equall\' deri\c from 
I he college it",d!. 

I hc laq.{e Cil ... t·\\e ... t ldigned robbt'l ItClldl \\;I~ on the '-Ilignmem of the original real wall 
oi"hc (ollcge, bClwcen {he (ollege ,-mel the dccr palk, and may rcpresclll the robbed IClllllins 
of 'ht, 01 iKillai (ollege boundan wall dilling to tht, late 15th tcntlln . 
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