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SL\IM.\R\ 

/it'll pr,'uiotl·;l,l ulIIl'corripd printed book labeb rel'ffli that Oxford-bom John Pien (d. 1594) gmlt' cop/{'~ of 
Unil/ophe Plfllltw\ Pol.\glot Bible to lhe iihrarie\ of Christ Church and BalllOl ,}lOrtlJ after hi, elfllaliOl/ 10 
'he rurhlmllOpuc oj )iJrk ill J 589. The labfls are inlere\ling in their own right jrom n pure(\' hibIIOKmJJ/iim/ 
!Joint oj l!jftl'. Jht') a{,,, /)rnt'ide finn evidence of the common prOt'mana of the Clzri~t ChI/nil ami Hflllio/ 
{op/el oj til, Po/)g/ol, and ((HI nell' light on Ihe lustoT) of both HHlttutwm, and the no/urt' of book dOllatlOfll 

10 (hJonl IIbHlrll'\ III IIII' J 6111 Ci!lIlw). 

At ICcl";l thirteen diflcrel1l bookplates haye been used at Christ Church since the foundation 
oflhe librar~ in aboHl 1362.1 There are also many earl} book labels. Book labels fulfil much 
the 'iamc funClion as bookplates. but unlike bookplates the\' are nOl produc-ed in a rolling 
prt'S~ from an engra\ed plate. but printed in an ordinan leuel press with t, pc. and 
sometime~ de(orated \\ ith type ornaments. Typical!} book labels record either (he name of 
an indi\'idual O\\nCI·. or more frequenth' \dth earh examples. the gin of a book to a libran. 
Like bookplates the\ ha\'e a two· fold interest: the first pllrel~ bibliographical and the ~e(ond 
as a ~ourcc of information on the proyenance of indi\idua) books. 

Most of the book labels at Christ Church ha\e been produced since the 18th centun. hut 
in the (ourse of recent re-cataloguing of 16th- and 17th-century books a pn.:\ious)y 
unknown 16th-centu ry book label has come LO Iigill. It is panicularh interesting bc('aul:le it 
I·econb the donation h) a powerful and innuential Oxford man of one of the mml famous 
products of the 16th-century press. The donor was Archbishop John Piers of York (d.159 I). 
and his gilt was a cOIH of ChrisLOphe Plamin's Polyglot Bible. wh ich he presented lO Ch ri ~t 
Church in 1389.:: 

the label i.., not listed in the length) entry for bookplate\' in lhe standard Short Till#' 
CalaioglU' of Englj~h books printed from 1475 to 1610. and is nOI included in Brian "onh 
Lee\ 1976 bihliograpll\ of dated earl~ lngli~h book labeb. IL iii of considerable 
bibliographical interest. since only aboul half a do/ell earlier dated labels ha\"(.' H't been 
recorded in l:.ngland. and onl\- one in Oxford, "hich is in the libran at Brasenose. 1 It also 
prmidero, signifkam information aboutlhe hi~LOn of the Christ Ch urch librar); and since the 

I LR.J Gambier II(me. Flllllkl Beqllt'l/. Ca/ol()glU' (1/ Bill/Ill (l1/(J Iml'lUflIl bonk Illll/el fJl.'qut'(//hed 10 /11t' 

I1m/u\ of IIII' Bn/i,II ,\llHt'IIlII I,) ,\if 1111(1/1/1/1 Ulll/tll/(1II hallk, (190J· I). 

:! (hI., CllIi .. 1 ChlLlch Lillian, MLI-J·\H:.I.u: I:hblm If/f/(f Ild,/(lItf'. UII/!daul·. Grl1'ce. &' /.(///lIt' 
(Cil) i"lOph. PI,tIltiuu, CXUld. Antucrpia::. r 156~-1':-) i21J. 

~ \ \\'. Pollard .mel (,.H.. Rc:-dgra\'c, lC\i..,cd b~ \\'.\. J.ld .... OIl, 1'.'-,. FClgll"'" ;tlld K.F. 1\1IlIC.:r. I Slim/-iillt' 
(;a/(lloJ;ltI'I)J BIIOk, /l11I1It'd m FIlf,tillluJ. ,\cOfitllld. /llId "dllm/, IIl/d "I/hl' 1.1I}:1/lh hooll\ fir/111ft! {lilmmJ 147;-1640 
( 1976-91); U. 'UI th Let', Fflrl) PI1I1lt'lllJook ['(/bd,. /I CII/rlf"KIII' II} Oil/HI H'nlllwl I."btl, fIIul (;//1 I.flllI'/I /l1I1/1t'd 
111 l1nJfI/tl /n tilt' ~P(// /760 (19;6). 

4 I\,ollh Let'. f.a,.~) Prill/eli B{)(lk Labt£\. 1·6. I he Bra~l·no .. t.' lahd (l-,H<llngut" no. 6) is diltcd l.iHH, ,mel 
rl'«()rd~ tht' gift of allolht:1" (OP\ of rhe PI.mlln Ilohglot Ribll' h\ Ril hanl \\"IIIt'n. admitted " .. a (()1II11101H:1 

Ofrhl' coUt"gc III 1334_ 'orth Lee's bibliography III<I/...C" IlO lhlim 10 be..' lOll1pll'teh lompreh{'ll\iH'. but i .. 
u·rtillllh IIll" I1Iml l'\.tell'il\e sune\ of lhe "lIbjei:! H" pllbli~h(·d 
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Fig- I John I)it,,,\, \1 {hhi'\hop of Ym ". ,In .II\OIl\I11UlI:o. J 6Ih-«.'IHur~ pOll rail «:hriSl (:hul(_h PKlul C (.<111('1"\ 
1.1' :Hi: h\ "inc! pt'lmi"..,iol1 oj the (;cn(>rning lind, of Lhli.." ChUlch. Oxford). 
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libran Benefat.wl'i' Book start ... onh in 161·1. and detailed acullIIll!-t of cxpendiwle begin ,l'i 

I.ILe as 1712. ph~'ii(al ('\ idence !-tuni\ing in lhe hoo}... ... oft(~11 prmiell" lhe onh ('\icil-nn' ofLhe 
e(lrl~ hi'ilOn of the colleuioll'i. rhe e.II" ilhtTiption'i \\e)'t· 'iwdied b~ ~.R . ..... c:1. '''10 
publi'ihcd .1 l1Iagi\rerial a(fOllnt of bocI}... .... al (,hn,1 (:hllr<.h in the reign of Hi7abt.,th I. ba'l'eI 
10 'lome e\.lelll on the e\.ten'ii,e. though '1olTH.~tim(" \,a\ h,-ud. rC'ieart.he~ of \\".(, . IlisfCK}.... 
'1UHe''iIH'h \..,..,i,wllI .md l)eput~ I.ibrarian at ehri..,l Chllrlh from 1928 lO 1962. HUI 
"lIrpri"ingh. both Ili'it.ock and Ker '1eem LO han' mi'i'it.'d John Piel"l\ gift label. 1 here all' a 
\'ari('1\ of rl'a..,nll ... \\11\ it ha'i (' .. caped <-lllt.'IHion. hut tht' main one is undoubtedh that tht' 
hook has bl'en "hehed \\ilh the librilr~ \ l'\.tl'll'iin· u)llcoioll of orienral book" ..,inn' Ihe 
PIl'"clll building opened in the middle of the IHth (elllur~. I'ht:.se hoob han' alw<lH bet.'11 
P()()r1~ ratalogued and h'1\'e been little ... tudi<..'d; indeed Ihe Chri'il Church Pla11lill Polyglot i ... 
omiued entirely flOlll tlie (tlIICllllihr,lI! GlIalogut'. and f()I' thin reason wa~ not intIuded III 

the ("()II(lb()r~lli\ e Oxford Illwrcollegiate ( :alalogue latillched ill 1929. 
John Pier .. had r!o"le t.onneoioll'" \\ ith (hf(>rd. lie \\<-1 ... <-I local man. born jUl,t on'l tht' 

ri,l'I at South Ilillkse~, according 10 .\lllhon} \\'ood of ·pkbt.'ian but ~uflicierH part'nh.'h lit., 
'pent much of hi, life in tl1(' uni\'er"oil\, lir"l ill \lagdillen . where he became a Denn in I,> 12. 
and a Fellow in l.lI6. then a Senior Stlldent.1I ( ,Iui'il (:hult.h from 15--17·8 befOl'(' rcturning­
to \lagd .. IIl'1l it"l a FeIlO\\. whel"e he rcmainl'd IInlll I:)G 7. ,\!tCI three \ ears a\\a~ Ii'olll (hJOlC1. 
he "it" eit't ted 111""ler of Balliol ( 1570). on" 10 rl'linqlli"h thi, aher IC~!<I than a \'e~H to heulme 
de'lll ()f (:hri..,t (.hulrh (1371). \\ hich he ht.·ld III (Ollllllf}u/alll \\nh lhe deanerie'i of Cht.''ill'1 
(15()7) and Sali!<lbun (lj71). rhi.., implc ... "iH~ proglcs", up the ladder of pn:icrment 
eH.'lllllalh led him LO the episcopal bench. and "a\\ him appointed first to tire ..,l·e of 
Roc he..,tf'1 (1576). then to Salisblln (1377). and lillall~ 10 YOlk (LjH9). Ilis \\oddh ..,UCTe.:.·..," 
\\''''1 plainl, due to hi, IO~<l1 'iUPPOIt 01 thc E1i/abethan settlement: hc showed himsdf an 
ent.'l11~ of the old religion i.H Sali'ibun in lhe I :i70s. dnd an opponelll of would·he innovator"i 
at Oxf()rd a dl'Glcit.' or so later. A~ lht.' Queen\ Lord Almoner. he pleached at the ~en'ice of 
lhanbgi\ ing I()I tht., defeat of the Armada al Sr. Paul's in 13HH, and was de'icribt.'d by \\'00<1 
(app<lI'(;'I1I" paraphrihing \\'illiam Call1den) a.., 'a glcat i:Ind modest Theologisl.· j 

Piels gale the Pohglot Bible during lhe lir..,l \('.11 orhis "horl tenure of the an.:hbi.,hopl'ie 
oJ York. lit.' w", nm the first fonnel' de<tll to n.'member Chri .. t Church library laler in life: 
Ihe clcpri\(:d PUlitan dean rhom<1s Sallipson ( I ;)6 1·--1) gal e i:l l1ewl) ·pllbli~hed \'o lull1e olth<: 
gcncl'al u)unrib 01' the Church in 1 j(i7.~ and Ihom~ls Cod" yl1 ( 1565· 7 ), bishop of Bath and 
\\'ells. ;l yolullIC of I he.:.' hi~LOrian Guiccianlini at some 1I1l\pc(ified date bel\\'cell 1567 and hi., 
death III 1390." The book-IDling Dean (oble \buhe" ( Lj76·H4). who was aho to ('nel hi.., 
Gil ctor .. 1\ archbishop of York and to bequeath his libra)'~ to the minsler libran. wne al lea"'l 

'.R. "-cr. 'l\ook".11 (.IHi~1 Church. L-IW·IIl{)~·. III 1.11 \"tOIi (t·d.). 1'111' IIlltll"~ 01 till' CIIIl'I'IIIf) III 
(hJlml ( 19HI·)' iii. 19X':11!1. 

/, \ Wood. IIhn/f1l' (}\IIIIIO/It',1 ( 11)91 ). i. tok Ii I 1·1 '1. 
t /),,\ 11. ,,,. :!W·70; J ~II 'pc. hlllfi/l tlf IIII' Ut'lmmflllOlI (172~). iii, :l21i: \\'O(KI. Allinlllt'. I. wI. Ii 12. 

1"0 (hI.. UlIi ... CIIIIIlh Lihr.ln:. (,.13.:\: limlf/I qllfl1l(/ Cml(l/IIIIII/ll ()mlll/llll. iI/III (;I'/wml/UIIJ. (1111/ 

f'lIJllill (l(IlwlII «;ololliile Agrippinac: ,\purl (.l'lUuilllll1l Calt·llllIlll. & 11.l"ll'dc~ lohallni~ Qu(·ntdiJ. ,111110 

D()IlIilli \I !) I.X\Il. jul.), I he CllI"i"t Chuah lilk pagt·" in..uiht.·d: · 1.iht"1' Lnlesiae Chri"li ('X dOllo 
\I[agi,ljli I hOIll;tt.' ,,>.III1INJIl ibide[mJ olim Dt'(ilni ]:>()i. 

'I (hf.. (:I"i"t (.hllltil Libldl\. cI,--1.2: FI,III(C"lO (;uiuianlllli. h(ll/(/I(I (,/llflul/d,m /)(Illlfll I-lmmtilll 

11/1(,)1/1111/111 HI/ hm/IIIIII lilm l'l/flllti . .. (I~'I,ilt.-<lt': 1·.,( uell-hat 1'('1111" 1\·, 11<1 ,oi" &: I h-inrichi I'etri imp(·'hl". 
\nllo S.lllIti, \I I) , 1.'\1 I1lCII~e \(<-Illitl. 101 .. \d,lIm (.l~li'1), J hl·title page.:.' of the \olullIl' i" ill"uihl'<i 

. Lilx'l Lt (1[t.·\Jjil(· (:hll"tj (h01I[it'll~i] (:, dc)tlo Illllllla(· (;ocl\\ \ n J 11t'(II(),!{i.lt:' Pnlf(' ...... el eiu"dl'11l Cf( l[t·"Ji.\l' 
qlllllld<llll Ike ,IIl)_ 
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I,,('he book.., du ring hi.., lime at Chrisl Church. 11I I hough mam of the earliesl gihs in the 
lib,an .... hi..,ton welt: giYen by \\ealdl\ outsicil-rs wllh no ob\lous connections with Chri..,l 
Chllrrh. 1110..,l ollhe books gi\cn from the mid-15(j(h "ere from canons and ordinan 
alu 111111 , "piGlI" these were ..,inglc \'oillme..,. uSlIilll) folio.." of patristica, theology, philosoph\ 
and 1<1", .\Imo ... t all "ere printed abroad, mo..,t frequentl) in Cologne. Pari.., or ProteMam 
S\\illerland. and w('re in milm <.:ilse.., n'n recent publication .... Se\eral alumni presented 
boob 'in gT'Hiam ..,llldio..,orum'; other.., hcqllt'athed hoob. and the poore I or l110re 

pal..,imolllou.., dllbbed tOf.{ethel to present hookli Jointly. " iii difTjcult to say ",hether the 
hook.., wen: iKllICllh <.:ho..,en b\ the donors. 01' whcdwr lhe\ simply ga\e money which thc 
lihrary ... pt..·nt a.., it saw fiL: ill all probability a mlxtule of the two." :\11 of these books \\en' 
ho"..,cc! 111 t he former rdeclOry of Sl. Fridc"" idc\, "here the) wen: chained to the scnmd· 
hand book lectern"! "hich Christ Church had purchased from the derelict Duke I l1Imfrc) 's 
liblan in 1562.1:.! Shch'cs wcre a I11l1ch later den'loplllclH, <lnd wcre nOl in"!talled.1I Chri,t 
Church 1I111il the ... e(ond decade of the 17th rentury. 

Scen in thi"! COIllCXl. Piers', gift wa"! a p~lIlit"ul~lrly impre"i\"e one, and it is not difliculllO 
"!ct' \\ 11\ it was thought worthwhile to coml1lcmonH(' it In printing a special gifL label. rhe 
cight gJ'cal \olllmcs of Chri'itopht.' Pli.llllin\ Pohglot Uible 1Illque~lionabh IiJim one of the 
11I0Illimentai i.lchinclllcnts of 16th-cCllllll\ ..,dlOlarh printing. Plantin himself wa, a 
Frenchman by birth, but "Iettled III the great tlilding metropoli\ of Ant\\t'rp, and rapidh 
c ... I;'lbli\hcd hi.., Officina Plantiniana ~I' onc of Iht' primipal rentJ"{'s of the intt'lll;uioTlal 
hooktradt'. Ihe workshops and gleat patnnan hou"e built b, Plantin and his St1((C"!\OI'" still 
exi,,!. 109-Clht'l \\ ilh much of the original t\ pt' and ('qlllpmelll and a large husin('ljs arrhi\(:, 
<lnd form the cXlraonlinan Pla11lin-~lorelll'" \ Imelllll. Plamin\ magI/IOn OPIl ... "~I"! directh 
lIl"'pi l ed b, the so-«dled COlllplutcnsian Bihle, printed in lotlr languages ill Spain at ,\leal:1 
de Il enare ... (ill Latin Com/J/ulfmiulII) betwecll 1514 and 131 i, but il deliberate" ... et out to 

surpa"s it<. ll1odel. II presents the uHnplctc Lexi of the Bible III fi\e languages: Hebn.·w, 
-\nllll<lic Syriac Creck and LaLin (Fig. 2). lh(' projeu "<I, o\'erseen b\ the Span ish 
t hcologian l·knediulls :-\rill"! l\lollian LIS (Benito \lias),;1 rhaplain 10 Ph iii P II , who slibsidised 

III (.IU H,lIl. I hI.' \l1Il"ler Libran, III (, I, \dmel .md R. (ant It'd",), oJ Hilion 0/ link ,\1/1/,/1'1 (l!J771. 
:--)()o-:\. h\ehe hoo~" .11t' IlH'lltiolled illlhe (lui ... t (hlll<h [)J,hlll't'lIIl'nt Bo()k.~ ... , girt~ of lobie \1;111111.:\\. hilt 
onh "" 01 tht'llI han.' 'II I,ll ht'('11 found 011 !llt: .. hehe ... , \l.lItl1(·\\ \ iiI", k.no .... 11 gift (t:l79) i" nOlI ("Ill i\t 
( hUH h 1 jill ,In e.:'-7: John Fo'-.e. rill' }/I'III-\/'(/Illdl 1 0//1111/' 01 tilt' 1-,11/"'/(('(/((1/1 I-h,tlln. (,onlll)1III1g IIII' kll" (/111/ 

\l11/1II1II/ll/n 01 J1"IIK'" I)o\\,·d IIII'nn AIIIKfI 11111/ (\1 I.ondoll. Plint('d h\ lohn [);a\t.', [lj7tiJ. foJ...., I C 
I, I I ~2 I). In 1:)/'(\ Itl' g,l\ l' \r(h . I nl. ( .~, .. : I'lolelln. UII/lf/ll 1'1011 fila I Ojll/I (.f'0P·/lpllll frl}1' {(SII ,,:-.holiIKI: 
In,mll('" (.tit'lIl11~el OP(:I,I el e'pemi\. \11110 \lll.\.\.11 loll: cI.:~.li: PaullJ' Coml'lllIinll". UII'IIIII(IIII 

RlglllII NI~I/III1'lIIqlll ()lIIlwlmCfll(/{o~WII (B<l~ik.H:: \puc! loh,\IIlkn<tK[enl .. \nno. \1 D, \,\,\,1111 luI.. 
\Chllll' ('2~).i:\): d.:?:?l ~ Juhall FUllt k. l./tWIW/O/.://I hili nl. ()/l11I1lI1II It IIlpml1111 d 11llwnlln ab 11111/0 ,\11/111/, "Iqlll 

ud HI·llllln!IIIIII'1II /)111111111 1('\11 Chmll, /01I/{llIlfllm • (Impl (· ... ,lIll1 '(llllnbt'l'gae: ,\pud Gt'(ll'~iulll \ \',J( lunulI1, 
(·'I)(·mi" (.iriari 1,lWhi '. \l D. \.1.\, (()I..\d,lIm 1·1172); II) p,P 11 O(lOIll,1I u, F.ppelillll,."idnlw/(/ 
Idl/I(/IIII/WI/IIII /1( /'I/Ih(/(/II/IIIIIIII P(/(rlllil/tuilu(/, (Kegiolllllllll B{)rll,,~i .. t.': r'tudl.'b,\t loanrH:· ... D<.luhm'lIl1H1"', 
\11110 \ll), I.~ 101.): .and Ihp.1.3: ;\1,lIlhia:-. l·huII, J1hriul~. Um'll .'wl,111Il11' S. I/'I/ (/1' SPrlmm" )(/1111111111 

1.llnt/ll/lII. (Ba~ile,It'. Pel loanllt'!1l Oporinlllll. K rll"l'hillllll.pi~('opitllll .. \nlloSaluli!l hurnall;ae 
'I.D.I.\.\· II 101.) It i" pedt'ui\ po"ible tkll thl' othl'l book., ill(, 110 IOIlKt'1 in Ih(' lihl',ln, 01 Ihal ,,0111(' 

1l'll1ain hUI h,1\(> 1101 \l·1 (ome 10 light. 
11 h.t'l, up. (II. 1I0t(>:i. \I,un of Ihe bo()"~ li"l<'cllH Kl'I h.IH' 110\\ h('('11 {.lIaiogued in detail Oil OUS 1)\ 

lilt, '1lIlhm of Ihi, al tidt'o ifl(llldin~, ill mam ca,t", detallecl pll\'ic ,II cleo,{ riptioll", and 11 amtl'epliom of Iht' 
1\ (JolIlI in~( 1 Iplion" 

I J. '\ R hoel.·( hlord (:41Ilt"ge Libl';Jrie, in lht' ~lxlet'llIh (:I..'lIlul \ '. in ,. R. Ker. BO(Jh (o/luilln Illld 
1.t/muuI: .\Ilirlli'l IIIlh/ .\1/'llit'1'fllllmtllgl' (19K»); IIw OJigin.ll t·\edt'llu· i" i..\IU)1(' In .\r('hbishnp \1<llIh('\\ 
P,lI h·e In Cambridge. COl plh Chri.,ti Collegt·. \f~ .... 2:\ 
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Fig 2, I Itt· UP('lIit1g 01 ""'_Iohll'~ (;o\p",'1 fmlll ,h(' (:IIII'>' (:IIIII(h wP' of PI.III1I11\ Pohglot Bihk. jllt'\('llIt'clll\\nhlmhop .John 
Pit'" III 1~)X9 (Chrj" Chunh l.ihl;!l\, \I( I 1·1.6; In l..lIId pl'lllll~\I(ln of lilt· (;mt'llllllg HOI" of (.IlIi~' <.tHlld •. (hlol(l). 
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lhl' \\(llk, \\-hKh \1<1'" fompklcd bCl\\een 136H and 13;2, 1 The LompleLcd Bible brought 
"'I11C to Pblllin and ..-\rill" \(omanll", and reflcc..-lcd well on ip, J'()\<tl "ipon ... or. A Polyglot Bible 
\\<1'" it "pt.·ttanl!al 10111' ell' force of humani~t schol~l ..... hlp, In collcoing and collaling diflcrent 
H·I' ... I011" of II1L saned texb in ob ... nll'e and diflkuit languages it aspired 10 attain the 
lIL1Cl'tno ... t limit ... of human understanding, and to hring mankind c\'cr dose!" to lhe peri(-'ct 
and (;od-gin'n original. .\ Polyglot Bible thlt ... aimed to t.·'pre ... .., the di\'ine tnllh "hidl \\<1" 

the ultimate roO! 01 all knowledge:. and \1<\" tht'l't'i(ne a complete" appropriate gift li)1 a 
PIOI(''''lam prinu.' olthe {"hurch to pn' ... e..'nt to a learllccilibltln. It \las llIoreoyer an e'lIcllll'h 
C'pt'n"iH' gift \lhidl Oil" d \l'I~ wealth\ Illall c..-oule! han' afforded to gl\t:. The u"ual retilll 
prin' of the Pohglol Bible, unbound and in loo,,,e..' "hee"",, \'\il" 70 FIl'tnish ilorilb . .-\1 
U)l1IempOr<11 ~ rate" 01 t'\.tllange this W,tS abollt t t 0 stt·rling. ill a Lime when Chli ... t Church 
\\<1 ... ahle..- to getlhe (hfonl nan ... man Rog-er LtHIH.''' to make it line calf binding for it f()lio of 
\!e\.<lncln _\plllOdi"~l(.:~lI" f()J on" 2\.1 

I he Pie"" gift label ... (Fig, :l) IIleitSlIre .1;-) '\ ~)(l 111m. Ont' label i.., pasted in lhe middle urlhe 
!i'()llt paslt.' d()\\11 Ol'<.-<Ilil \olume. -I'he\ an:'l'lq{anLi, IHintt'rI in ilaiit Iype, th(Hlgh Ihe qualit\ 
of the l\pogTitpln i" unremarkable in ('ompari"oll 10 PI~lntin\. Ihe labels read: 

I .t/w,- r .fr/n/(l' (.""1'1\11. n dmw Ufw'-l 11'11(/1\\11111 m (.'''mlo 1}(J11l'. 1()1I111ll\ 1 Plt'n, lr(/lll'lmroln 
FlwmuJ/ll\. 11'11(\(/1'111 Frrl,,\I(('. o/im t'I aiu11I1II, & I /)l'tllW. ~1I11 (J D01n.1589. & .-111- I no RI'~J/I 
RI'~u/((, Fli:flhf'lli(l ') J 

I he USl' 01 H'gllal H'ar.., j" highl\ 1IlllJSll ~l lltl a g-Ifi. labd. IhcI e are no other examples in Brian 
:\orlh Lee\ "t;-lIldard bibliography. In thl" ('a ... e it i ... dearh Illealll to c'\prns the archbishop\ 
t\\111 role it ... a bi"hop of the Church and Iht., "eHant of' Goci\ anointed on carlh. But mOil' 
than thi", the le)T-m 01' the \lording iht.'Jr ... hc)\\s Ih;]1 the labeb \\elt' printed at Ihe tillle 01 
l'iel ... ·s gilt, and nol ploduced rctrospcni\el" i-I prill tile \Ihic..-h \I'as IlOl unusual. Ii> (;hri!!lt 
Church f'_\ rlOIUI inscription" arc remal kahl, uniform: it i ... ob\ioLls simply b, looking at the 
book ... thaI lhl'\' \\('n.' usual" wrilten h\ the library kl'qK'1 r .. tlhl'1 than b\ the dono)', In the..' 
I f;lh (Cllllli \ the inscripliOlh u"u;dh "tall \Iith the \lorc!... 'Libel' Ecclesiae Cbri"ti e\. dono 
.. .': aher Inot lhe preferred fOfm wa" 'Libl'rkdi ... Cllli ... ti' lhough lhi" hum was "Olllelllll('S 
u ... ed earlier. But in all, e\t~nt Christ ('hlll'(-h i" usual" '.-\ede\ Cllli~li' rather than ·f~nll' ... ia 
CIHisli' in laIn in"CTlplions: (.hri ... t\ Iioll"c <1'\ 0ppo"t.'d to Christ Church. 

In latt' 16Ih-l'ellllln Oxford there \las Oil" one man who c..-oLlld haH.' produced lhis ..,01'1 

of book label. lie ,,, .... Joseph Barnes. tilt, e..-ity"" on" printer. though lhe lint OxI(>rd priIHt'd 
hook was produced ~IS earh " ... 14 iH, and there was a "hon-Ii\ed pres~ acti\-e belween 1,")1 i 
and 1:120. lor 111<,..,1 orthe 16th cenlLln Ihele wa ... no pn.·"" in (}\.f()I'd. Baine ... was a \IIHllt'l 
and hook"eller (the combination of the t\\() \\a" nm unusual) \\ho Lame frol11 Long 
\\'itt{,llham and \\il" oliginall~ apprentic..-ed to the Dutch·born O\.ford bookseller (,arbrand 
11<11 k{'s. Barlll· ... lias lent £1(01)\- lht' lllli\l'rsit\ in I lH-t to ... t'l up a pl'il1ling pres .... l~ Stt iuh 
"(1l'Clking plint ing wa ... re"uiClt'd to memher ... of the l .oll<iotl Compan~ of Stationer .... II hidl 

I \ I \'o~:t. 11'1' (,olill'l/ LOll/PilI II'>; 1/-111((1/) (/J/(I/:t'r/It/f/(IIIIIIII (III' Prm(l1!~ (1111/ PllfJlilllmg II-th'IIII'\ IIJ lhl' 
01111 /11ft PIa 111111/(111(/ (If ~lIlil't'IP (19()9-72), I, fi 1· I 

II ( (:t.Ill, Tllli"lOplit'l Planlin'" Iracll'-(:olllll"lom wilh ElLgland allel S«)Liand', 1111' I.ilnfln, .llh \l'l. 
'II (I~F)~), II ·~; 0,1., ChH ... t Chul(h ,\r<hilt.", \II. b. :11. r n (Di"IHIL,('mcm Book, IGOI). 

,-, 'I he hOI)\-. III Ch,i~t (:hunh, the gih 01 John PI!.:''', .11 tItlmhnp (II Ym k,lonnel"l\ both alulIlllm .LIld 
d<..'dll ot iiI(: .,aid dlllHh. In the It.'at nioul I.ord 1 ~1~~1. and III til<..' :\1-;1 \t . .11 (lIthe reign of QUl'l'll 
Ui/,ll>t"th 

III l.lT, Lm"h P)'/lIfnl B(/IIl· l.allt'/l, I 

I, ('"I Ilamtnt'l,'(hfOld 1()wTl.uul(hfOldlnLIl·!'H\ ' III I,ll \"lOnit'cil, 11If'/-I'liorl(oj,h,'l TIlt nl/l 
"I (h/l/ul. (19H-H, iii, II 
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Liher 8cclefite Chrifli, ex dOllo ~ue­
rendifiimi in Chriflo patru, loannu 
Piers, drchiepifcopi £6oracenfir, 
eiufdem 8ccleJite,olim et afumni,& 
'Decani. Anllo'Dom.I589. & An;. 
no ~ni~ginte 8fizabetht-t 31. 

Fag, :~. -lilt' pllllted !-;"Ih 1.lbel all.a{hl·d to Ihl· UlIi ... Chuah Pohglol Bible (In klml 
pelllli .... ioll of lht' ('O\t'I'ninf,{ 1\0(1\ of ('IlIi .. t Chllllh. (hlorci). 

t'njo\t'd p(}\\eriul pri\'ilegc~ from the {;ro\\1l ill retulll f(ll ... tring-cllt ~lIpef\i"iion of II ... ()\\n 
membcrs to pre\'cnt the publication ofan\thing Ilkeh to onend the aUlhoriric!I. But Barile ... 
too!'" arhalllllg-e of the lllli\ersil) 's dubiou ... claim lO a special pri,·ilege 10 sllpen-j..,e iL~ own 
pn:....., independenth' 0(" the Stationer..,: lhe uniH'rsil\ helped set him up in business and he 
prinled undel ih alllhorily, though s(ill ,en ll1uth .11 hi" own ri~k. I l is finL book" \'-ere 
printed in lhe (ollo\\ing year, and it i" b·OIn Lhi ... dale th .. u (h(Hd publishing rC£l II ) begin .... I" 
Barnes \\-a"i plainl) known at ChriM C h urch. I Ii ... prcmi ... c~ were.l malleI' ofntnt... awa~ in the 
II igh StreeL. and he was certainly ~lIppl~'ing paper 10 the dean and chapter in I.3HH: hi ... 
brOlher Roger was still binding boob f()r thc libran in the e~lrh lith ct'lllunY' If Chri ... l 
Chun:h had required the senice~ ofajobbing primer to produce boo!... labels. then 13;'lrnes, 
the (hf(>rd printer, would plainh ha\e been the man. I lowner, none of hi" suni\ ing book ... 
el1lplm lhe large italic npc used 10 print the labels; \\hat i"l1lol'e, there is good e\idenu' to 
sugge"'L that the label!>. were not printed espe{ialh (or Chri"t Church, beGIll"ic a silllilar gin 
label can be f()lll1d in the librar) al Balliol 

rhe Balliol hook. labels are also pa~led inw it ... t.'t 01 Planlin\ Polyglot Bible.!tI Ihe\ haH.-' 
bet'll palliall, ohliterated by later bo()kplate\. <tlld 1ll11<.h of their text is now (onn'aled; but 
enough lelll<1I1lS (() shO\\ that the t) pe i" lht' "'alllt' a ... that ofthe Chri~l Church labels. Pien's 
name is al ... o \'i ... ible. as is the "ame curious u,,(' of regnal \('<:11" f(>r the date: in (his ((1 ... e 
l .. li/abeth :~~, I.C. 1590, a 'ear later than tht, Clui ... , { hUl'th l':\Clmple!'j. Piers\ gilt is «)I1(irmed 
1)\ an em!') in Balliol libran\ c..p lendid I ith-<.t'll1ur~ Hencfanor:-.' Book, whic-h record ... 

II'! ,. Barkt'I, Ihl' (J\lord (·/lIt·mll) 1'1,,\\ (wd 1111' 'Inn"i oll.nHlIIIIK 1!i,""-ICJ78 (197M), 2-fI 
19 II K. 1'10111(.:' t't "I.. [)/rlimwn/,\ III till' P,I11I,n flml HOllk'I'JJI'/\ ,-dIU unl' (II ,I'fllk /II I. 11K/miff . .\lot/lIllt! lIlI(l 

'If'{wul. /557·/775 (Inii), i, ~~':J; (hI.. Chi i ... t (.hl/nh \l(hiH· ... "\11. h.:lI I. !)(Di .. llllI'l'IlWllt Book. IIml); 
"\It Hi. I. Ih (DI,hul'l'Il1t'11t Book. I:JKX). 

_>II (hi. 1i,llli,,1 Collt'g(-' I.ibran .. -)!n t: 1- .-l!n t' 7 
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IClrOl.,peUI\eh mam earliel" donatlon!'l of books. J hese include a copy orthe Planlin PolvglOl 
Bible .,aid lO ha\c been ghen in 1560 b, John Pic, .... i:tJThhi..,hop of York and !'lomeLime 
Illa.,u.'r of Balliol..!I This is plainh a mistake. sim.t.' the Bible itsclr was printed between 1569 
and 1 }7~. and Piers did not become anhbbhop IImil 15H9. The correO date should ha\e 
heen 1.}90 ... md {hi., is ("onfinned b, Lhe chance suni\a) of the book label!'. 

I he .,illlilarilies of wording suggest that both sets of hool labels were LomrnissioJled 1)\ 
John Picrs. and printed to his specification. I he t~ pes do nOI mCllch an~ of 1I1O"C u..,('d in 
(',Iallt boob printed b\ joseph Harne", ilnd .,inu,:' Ual'nc ... W(l" lhe onh priJ1ler in Oxford ,II 
lht' IIl11l·. Ihc\ cannot h'I\,C been produ(t.'d b~ all~ont' ('he in the tit,. ,"'lithe e\ idcll(t:' poillh 
to the ftllllhClt thl'laheh w('re JJrinted in l.oncion- !tllthcl l.·\,idcllcc if <111\ were needed that 
thl" \\L·n.' prodllt-ed fell the <1r(hbi~h()p. <lnd flot fell the [WO Oxford libra ric..,. 1 hl' l'pi.,odl' 
"ho".., [hat gi\ ing hooks wa., often a [\\'O-W<I\ pro«_'~..,: [he libraries got the hooks. but Lhl' 
dOllor l'xpe((cd dUl' ~l(kno\"l'dgelll<.'ll[. ('\l'1l iJ thi" Illean[ thaL hc had to p<H LO pril1llabl'J... 
to COJIIIllClllOrat(' hi" own generosin. III both C<lSC". till' tlhels ha\e sun'ceded in tlll·il 
objl'U!\e: at Halliol the HenefacLOrs' Bool i., badh gal'hlt'd. and Ihe l360el1ln f(njohn Pin., 
llIight c .. "ih ha\'e been dis<.:ounted as an l'\TOt 011 the part of its l7th-('cntun c:olllpiler: <It 

(hri"t Chunh. the labelli prO\'ide the onl~ e\idt'nce of Piers\ interest in the libran, and Ih(' 
l)I"o\'en,\I1ce of the Bib/ill Po/)g/ottll would cerl<linh ha\e been forgollen without them. 

rite (\\0 bool labels are in Ihel1l.,che" a relatiyeh minor phenomenon. But Ihe\ illu'IlIatl' 
<111 illlport~lIlt poilH ahout the mind"et \\ hich underpinned the functioning or ear" 1ll0dl'lll 
IJhraril's. l.atl' ~Oth-<':l'lltury librarian., laJ..e it f()1 grallled that lihr<lries ('ollell bools ,,0 1 hal 
people can bOITO\\ ,md read them, .. md sinn: most Iibran hi')lOn i!'l written In prani"ing 
librarian.,. " tend') LO rl'~t on ~iJ1lilar a..,..,umplion .... :\0 doubt john Piers 100 hopcd thm 
melllbers of Christ Church and Balliol would read hi.., Pohglot Hihles, and Ihat lhl'\ \\(Hlld 
be a useful 100101' god" learning in Eli/abethall Oxfold. But the CilTlIlllstances of the "\0 

Hift" ~h{)\\s that in..,tilUtioll<t1 pieL\ and tOI POI<ltl' menlO,) lould be at least as imponant in.1 
16th-lemun Oxford college lihrllr\ "hen it GUile lO gi\ing and rel'ciying hoob. Ihis i_" 
confilllled b, the tare \\hic-h \,<:\.., t~llell 10 Il'l'()Jd the name of donols in the Ijbrar~ 
Bl'l1CLlltOi s' Bool at Balliol. and on the tille-pages of lhe books at Christ Churfh. I()dm, tht' 
p,lgl"'" of the Chri'it Chun:h Pohglot are ni...p and dean, and il i." plain that it has hardh (,\'l'l 
heell lead. rhi., tould be interpreted as <I sign of lelit<lrg\. but ill rt'aliL~ it i'l pt'lfnlh lilel\ 
that II \\<.\., al"<1'" meant to bc a s\J11hol as Illuch <I" a book Ill! c\"clnhl\ u..,e , Where a 
lIlt'die\illchuldllnan might 11<I\'e endo\\ed a (hantn, or gi\'en (\ pOlent relic. an Eli/abelitan 
prelate ga\l' a \-aluable multi-lingual Bible. III thell ()\\n \\a\, ,\rchbishop Piers's Pol)gloh 
,Ilejll"( a., Illuch <-tn e:xprl'~sion ofllllllUallegard bet\\een donor and bendici<l),\ a ... the great 
POltl<l1l of Piels which Mill hangs aL Christ Church (Fig . I). The present .. lIion and <ll(Cpl<1me 
of the WOld of Cod in irs most 1ll0llUIHl.'ntai IHinll'd form affirm multla) lonficiencc in till' 
eli\ int:'h-c.:on ... tiwlco order of Churc-h and Slale. in a COllllllon \'oice which ">till reSOllale" 
, Ino~" -too \cal" lO <ln~one \\ho tale ... the I)()ol ... dO\\n from lht' ~hel\'cs. 

\( K ,O\\' U DCDll:\TS 

I am grateful to Christ Church Libran fOl ">UhSlcii"illg Ihe l()~t of the phoLOgr<:lph~ lIs<:d III 

I h i" 'IIt ide. 


