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SLM~IAR\ 

Fralllrp.\ prnpiOfl\I)~et'1l (L\ crop mark:, 011 lienal photograph, U't'rt' expo\fd dunng machmeltnppmg ojllljJwJI' 
(lnd !jub~oil al 711111PP Howe Farm prior to gnwfil'x/racllOlI belU'l'nI ) 970 and J 984. 711l''}l' Jealurl'.~ all In) 
lIpon fin! terrace graill'/\ borderiug the RIt'fr TlUWll'~ and me/ut/ed Iwl /fUlllfJ. pit\, dl/ches ami mela.lllr" 
dating/rom 'he Middle 10 'he Late Iron Age. Tlltre U'W /IIl1lln/l'lIltinlCP oj Earl) lroll ,-Ige af/lllll). The Il'_\ldl\ 
mdlmlt the gradual slllffmg along the gravellenare oj a ~lIIall janlhltad. 7111' !illl' contmued Lo bl' mhablled 
into enrly Roman llm('.~ 1I'hnl a trackway and (J d,tch,d jield ,'i)\lnn fIIerl' laid nut. Mml)' /rOil Age and ROlllall 
lIIujart.\ were !trovered mrludillg 10(0[(\ mOlwfaclured (frail/in. ioo11luoeig/t/.<" allimal hOl1('s (lllchulmg lu'o 
tamplele IJlg bllrial.~). lwo human bllrial\ and melalwork I1Idllding Hmthmg :,lag, a coin of 7hsClOVllIIIH (II/(/ 

a Late /ron Age bow brooch. Gram storage Inh !ltd/calf lhat re1'fais wert' groll'1l and processed lorall) (llld llit' 
bOlw of doml'J/ic{lled rl/lwwlJ Jllggesl animal 'lII~b{//uh)·. 7111'\111' was probably IlllOccllpied, althollgh ~/III 

jOn/lfd, during the laler Roma1l IJep-iod. 

INTRODUCTION 

T he I hrupp I iouse Farm sites (Figs. I and 2) were located 2.5 km. due E. of..\bingdoll 
and were l)itu~lLed on light soils covering firsl lerr~J(e gravels c. 2 m. abo\ e the level of 

the modern Thames (0.0. 52,5 m.). All '\t~re damaged during topsoil and subsoil stripping 
and latcr destro~ed during gra"ei cxtraction. Aerial phOlographs ~Il(}\, a den~e c1ustcr of 
cropmarks in the Thrupp area. 1 Thrupp has had an extensiye history ofhlll11an acti\it~ and 
eXGI\'aLion, and ficldwalking bv the Abingdon Arca Archaeological and Hi~torical Sociel\ 
(AAA IIS) has shown that the area was exploited lhrollgholll the Mesolithic, ~eolithi(, 

Bronn.' Age. Iron .\ge (hereafter lr\) and earlv Rom~lIl periods, extending into mcdic\'al 
timcs, :! If therc ,,"a~ a hiatlls it occurrcd during the Saxon pcriod. -I he name ~ I hrupp, which 

I ' .M R. Sl 5292/2,109. 22June 1970. 
2 R. Ilolg.tlc, ·Mesoluhic. i\eoluhic and Earl) Ihon/e .\ge ~cldemem Patterns somh-wesl of Oxlmd·. 

Oxonim)/O, II (19H6). 1-1 .. 1. H. Skeilingwil. Thrupp SL 520 971. . \11 Iron Age litH Circle' ( rs. held 1)\ 
i.uuilors);.J. \\'''llli~. · Radle~ . Thrupp Farm', S .. \ltdltmd\ In/wl'oi. J 1(1981). 13·t-5::'\ . Trippeu. ' h.:(.i.t\OllLon .. 
allhe rhrupp Cril\e1 Pits 198-1' n S. held b, dUlllO ... i):\. She1 rOlll. ''-\ 't.',\ Beaker from Radle~·, O\o/lIf1'\Ifl, 

XX'\\111 (1973), :HH-5: 'Thrupp'. s .. \lldllllld\ Inlllll'o/. H (I~'ii). 7j. 



I I ~ K \ ( I' I I , E \ F REI 1 \, 1) n () Ii \I (. ~, l If" f.' \ L 

110\\ refers to the whole area, io;; a derivation of the name of the ncarb\ medieval hamlet 
. I 'horpc' <'\GR SL 3169i:3). once consi~ling of sc\cral cOllages but now r~prescnled b\ onh 
two. 

Resclic c:XGI,ations were undenaken b) the .\. \.\J IS O\'er a 15 year period. \\'orl \\as 
u'lually ral lied out at weekends. often in dinicull conditions and wilh limited lime. As a 
re"uh of the diflerillg style of each direCtor and the frequent difTiculty of recording in dCl~lil, 
lht' <jllalii\ of "itt' recording is ,tuiablc. Discrepancies in ..,ite nOles mean thai not all 
cx('a\'~ned featllre~ appear 011 plans and nOI all fealllrc':l dr~1\\ 11 on plans appear in the text. 
DOlled lines 011 plans indicate the probable (olllillWuion of fcalUres. If lilb, fealUre 
dilllt'llsiomi and/or finds are nUl .,tated lhe, here either nOl recorded during eXGwation., 01 
were nOl found. Quantities and \\cigIH'-. of pOller, an.' giYeli fOl' each {eallln', and 
1I1hlratified le«)\'erie~ b) site. if the.,e were recurded. For 1IIC11l\ fealUI"eS on I) the period 
frolll \\ hi(h the potter) GIIllC was doclIl1lcl1lcd. Analyses, therefore, only taJ...c account of 
quantified rL'coYerit'!'l. \\'here po~sible bones arc identified ror each feature but in most ca.,c, 
the) can no longer be assigned 10 an) panic'tll;u one. I hc indi\'idual bone report di,nl~~cs 
tht''\t:' ol~jeCl' a, eilher L\ or Romano-Hritbh (hereafter R13) by Sill' only .. \11 flints wcre 
humanh "Oiled and '"01' burnt, arc thouH"IH 10 ha\t~ been residual (although thi~ \ iew mll\ 
not be ('min:h accuI',He). and \\i1h the cXft'plioll of a Palaeolithic bifacc will be coycreel ill a 
latcr paper.' eXCa\aliOnS are reported chronologically. Phases of LOpS oil stripping at J Inupp 
meant thal only parb ofsollle site., were Ic\c<lled allhe ,ame lime. For example. Sites (,1979 
and Cl9HI f()nnc.xil.wo hakes of \\hat \\'l'\ probahh the ,<,-,me O{TUpalion :':Ipread although 
the Land \\'. cnds were expo . .,cd fi\c \ear~ apan. :\0 samples of pil or ditfh fill." 1'01 
c\.alllplc. \, ClC taJ..ell and therefore no en\ irollmcnlal anah scs lire possible. 

N 

t 
Fig. I , l .tK<HH)I] 0/ I hrupp \IIC..'~. 

R. \U. f.l·It"~. R.'. berett illld JP \\·<ll1i~. ·l.ithK S< ,\((('13 III the Lpper rhame~ \"alle\ • (hllth<.OlIIillg). 
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.\RCIIAEOLO(')LAL DESCRIPTIOt\ 

SITE A 197 1 (I\'(,R Sl 520972) Figs. 2 and:l 

1·'l.I\'alinn .. "H'I t: dill'Cll"f'll)\ B, ~"dlillglOn .mel 1 Hale. S()il~ '\l'rt: machine "lripped prior 10 e'('.I\alion .md 
1l1.lm fl',-lIllrc~ "l're: damaged_ lm.rra!ified fine" included 12 1 .. herd .. ( I A6i g.) of ~llCfdle Inm Age (hCU'.lfu.'r 
\11 \), :i;) .. 11('1(1, (HX6 g.) of Late Iron ,\ge (hen:aitcl LL\) ilnd 2:> ~hi:l'd~ (14:\ g.) of RB pOllen 

Pit .. 

D! -().-' W(' I(' (illul,lI, H'IIKal-,ided and fl<lI-hotlOnH:d, ( I 1m. \\ide, IU:llll.-OA m. deep. I he, \\l'll' filk'd 
"'l1h;1 ,on hnmn sand, loam nllll<lining hOIll' , flil1l~, blllnt ,1011('., and blll'1lI c1'I\, D:~ ("ol1lainecl a h .1J.{1ll(,1lI 

of il Oil. l'ow,'1 \ ( \1\.\ ) lI1dudeci I ~hi:rds ( I t'l l j.{.) from DI . 19 ..,he lcl~ (:\:\-1 g.) {i'om n:\, 25 ..,herd.., (;H g,) hom 
J) I ;tlld 1:\ sh('rd~ «()~ g,) hom 1)5. 

PI -PI ,lIId PI) 1\t'll' (lV,llto {-inul;lI 111 p!.tn ( 0.9111 "idt' \. (J.()~l m.-o.:n 1ll, rieep. Fill .. welt' .,;lIlch-led I{Mllh 

(ollt;lLlling 1I11u.., hmm 'Stones <111<1 bum! lbl\ Ponel\ (\1 1,\) included 2 ,herd~ ( 10 g.) from PI ,:n .. 11t.'ld~ 
CUO K. ) trom 1'2, 7 "lwl'd, (74 g.) flOlII PJ ,wd 11 ..,hl'lCh (U g.) hOIll 1'4 

PI () "01' r(,(!<lngulill (olltaining three p()',thole, 0.13 Ill, \\ ide' , O.2~) Ill. dccp v. ith a red .. aneh IO'11ll fill, On(' 
pmtho!t, ulIl!ained bone fragment ... 

N 

t 
Fig_ $, Site\I9i1 c"ca\atulIl plan 
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P 15 and 1'16 "'-ere 0\ ai, \ertical·sided and n,u·bottolllt'd ( 1.1 m II ide, 0.35 m. deep. The\ were IiIled w ilh 
blad loam . ash. charcoal. burnt cia, and slone .. and contallled lxHle and Hm~. File sherch (32 g.) of "1\ 
potten (amc lrom 1'16. 

Pl7 was small mal and nat·bottomed and tilled With ,t ',111(1\ loam (ollltl ining bone, HilliS. 8 .,held .. (.'Jfi g.) oJ 
'UA and I !iherd (10 g.) of LL\ pouen. 

PIS "'it\ re<:t,Ulgul,lr ,lOci filled with a light sand, loam comailllng hone 

R2: 'me sherels (--12 g.) of \11..-\ pollen (arne from lhi'l unphulIH'd fe.uurc. 

RPI wa~ H'Ttical''1ided, nat·bottomed, rectangulal ( I.H:ll1l. , 1.17 Ill. ) and 0.65 III deep. _\ la\cr ofde"l11 s,lIle" 
loam comainmg two ",hole '"A vessels (66 shere". 5.923 g.) (lH·II;(\ black loam w illt tollCenlralion'l of bOlle 
and slOnes alone end and a dark.. sand, loam wuh fewl'r unqllanttfied \11.\ '1herd!i and bones 011 the 0111('1. 

OilIer find .. IIlduded (i bone ".eaving comb. an in(i'led piece of bone, a perfor<lted lriangulal lc>ol1lw('iglll 
(hereafter IYIL). tI flat perio1<ned slone (all unlr,Ke:.tble), t\ 'Ingle LL\ ~hcrd (15 g.). flints and a n:-sid\l~ll !ihnd 
of 1'\t:olithic Peterborough \\'arc. 

:\1, .\2.\:\ occulI'('d next to Sile A 1971 but lheir precis(' lo(atioll was not recorded . I hey Wt'rt' O\al r I Ill . 

'\ 0.7 111. WIde and filled ",ilh a diny 'iandy soil w ntalllmg bOIlC, hlllll! cia, <.tud Hints.:\ 1 (ontaint:d 7 ~herd .. 
(30 g.) of \11.\ pOllen'. 

Cu/be", 

1 hese were obsened between pi15 01·D2. 02·1)3 ,lIld l):l·PIO (PH Oil plan), were shaBo\\ and une\en , 
( 0.65111. \I ide x 0.2 ilL deep and filled \lilh a liglll samh loam wlllaining bone. One !iectinn colllaincd i 
!ihercb (35 g.) 01 ~11.-\ pouery. 

1'5 was 1.55 m. long x 0.3 m. deep and filled wilh iliad .. ,oil o\erLnlng a lighl .,and, soil wnt.tinmg \11.\ 
sherd'l, bones and flint'i . 

I' 12 Wi.t~ O.M 111. long x 0.2 m. deep containing ;"11. \ shel do, and flints . 

Iw() gullie<; bcl\leen pi[~ PI and P2 and pilS 1'2 and 1'6 \1'(,1(, l'l!hapcd. 0.35 m. wiele \. 0.13 m. deep. The 
fonne!' contained daub and bone. 

A ditch (1.27 m. \I ide x 0.7;) m. deep) oriented :\I.·S. and kKilled 5-I.:i m. \\'. (lfthe main sile had a \"!ihapt'd 
prolile. II W,IS filled wllh soft brown ~i[t ovellaving gra\elly ~()il wnt.lining bone. I sherd .. (70 g.) of 1\'111\ and 
I sherd (22 g.) of LlA pOllel·Y. 

Olhfr Features 

·. \ rea 2' was <I 0.27 Ill . decp depres~ion with a ~and\ fill containing \I L\ sherds. bone and !lIn" _\n all'<t of 
cornp.lcled cia) and bunn stones on Ihe \\". ~idc of pit 1)2 11M, h'l\ e been a hearth .. \ posthole (PI2 ) fOlll<lined 
2 sherds ( [ I g.) of MIA pOllen. 

SITE D 1977 (:--!GR SU 526974) Fig. 2 

Surface finch III till<; arca mclllded I sherel (10 g.) of \11 \ and 8 shel"(h, (73 g.) of RB poucn. 

SITE E 1977 (NCR S 518971) Figs. 2 and 4 

EXG.I\"ations were dtreClccl by G. Jones and J. Walli~ and found two 1.\ hut gullie~ nand 5). 3 had a hUlII! 
cobble packtng <lnd contained 13 sherds (23; g.) of ' ·IIA. 25 sherds ( 162 g.) of LlA and I sherd ( 1-16 g.) of RB 
pOllery. A ditch (7) cut gull) 5 and contained a IYfL fragment (3 1 () g.) and 1 sherd (247 g.) of LL\ potlery. It 
WitS presumahly a continuation orone of the :-.1.·S. gullies recorded later at Sile A 1984 . Fealure ·t (nol ()II plan) 
was a Mil) pit.like feallile cOIlI'lining Slone work and H sherth (185 g.) of Lt.\ pOller}. Lnstraufieu ree()\"cne'l 
included II !lherds (202 g.) of MIA, 11 sherds (24:") g.) of l.IA and 21 sherds (262 g.) of RB pOllen_ .\n 
enclosure (E2) colllained flint. a cattie lower molar a!ld 22 !ihetd .. (452 g.) of RB patten. 

SITE F 1977 (NCR SU 5 17971) Fig. 2 

\ continuation 01 cinch EI (Site E 197i) W(iS obsened here . l -nstra llfied reC()\erie~ included 7 !lherds (51 g.) 
of KB pOllen 
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fig. I. Silt· r IIJii n,(.n <Ilion plan. 
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SITE G 1977 (:'-1CR SL 5IH972) Fig. 2 

20m 

B~ 

I )Hlh r,l (Sitn I:. 19ii dlld " 1977) \\ " ... <11:-'0 noted hl'ft' IOgt'lhl'l \\ nh pm..,iblt' pello:Ullluial Kullic ... ~\ II1l h 1\ t'll' 
Illadlllu.;' (\;.llll<l~cd l mlratilied rewH'rie\ inclllded I ,\wl(h (;2 ~.) of \IIA and 3 ~hCHh (16(J g.) of RB 
pOUt" \. 
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Fig. 6. Sile B 1978 seclions. 

SITE B 1978 (NGR SU 523970) Fig,. 2 and j 
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Fig. 7. Sltt.' B 1978 M'clioll' •. 

This sile was ficJdw.lked in 1976 and 1977. Four ,herds (66 g.) of MIA pOllel") were found. 
During 1977 an evaluation trench 11 nl. x 2 ITI. was dug 25 nl. froln the S. boundary which 
exposed a trackway and ditches. Its precise location was not recorded. The following ditches 
were section ed (Fig. 6).837 was 1.6 Ill. wide x 0.7 In. deep. 1337a was 0.75111. wide x 0.4 111 . 

deep. B39 was V-shaped, 1.2 111. wide x 0.55 111. deep. 1339a was 1.25 m. \\·ide x 0.·15 Ill. deep . 
. \JI were filled with a red-brown gr~ne ll ) loam containi ng no finds. 8 37 and S:;9 \\cre 
traceable for 250 m. Dilches B37a, B38 and 839. ran parallel lO 837 and B39 and formed 
discolllinuolis lengths \'isible on the gra\eI surface for no more than a fe\ ... metres. 

I n carl) 197H subsoil was mechanica ll } stripped from the S. edge of the site. Excavations 
were directed b\ G. J one and J. Wallis and the following feaLUres were found (Fig. 7). 

Lmear Feature.\ 
835 formed t ..... o 'iide<j of a reClangular encl()~lIre ("mering an area or at leClSl 65 m. x 25 Ill . Of this dit(h 
K8 Ill, \\as cleaned. 'either terminal wa<; located but it had a L - to \'-~hilped profile. c. 2 Ill . "'dde x ( 0.55 Ill. 

deep . The fill was a red-brown gravelly loam containlllg caule bonc~ and lhe right lo ..... er ja\, of a dog. Surl<lCC 
find~ (6 sherd .. , K6 g., of \IIA potten) were rcco\elccI near pt::nannulat gulh 832 

1~ 36 (po~,ibl) I CCUl) was lraced for 66 Ill. It was ( 1. 1 Ill. wide" 0.:t1 III. deep With a red-brown gra,elh loam 
fill. 

PenruHlular GullII" 

g 19 and 1\32 (onl) recognised later as pans of the <jiJllle feiHure and hence labelled separateh in Fig. 5) \\l'I"C 

badly damaged, 12 III in diameter, mosth <juni\ing as slains III Ihe gravel surface. Surviving parl!l ..... cre lip 
to 0.6 ITI . ',ide:\ 0.2 m. deep \.,.ith a l-lO V-shaped profile filled ..... il!l a red-bl"Ov.n gra\elh 10<lm cont.llning 
bumt lillle~lonc and qualt7itc cobbles and 25 shercls (425 g.) of 1:.;lrh Iron Age (hereafter £1.-\) and \11 ,\ 
pOllel ). 
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1'11.\ 

B2. I~.). B I I. B I~. B 16. B23 and 1126 were Cil ndar or {)\al in plan ,,-ith gemh sloping or \'enical 3ides Jnd 
11.11 hOlhnm. rhe\ "cre ( l..i m. wide ... 0.3 Tn_ deep .md fille-d with rcd·bro" n loam with gra\-el. B2 and B II 
(Olltaill("cI (har(Qai, burnt bone (a cattle scapula in 82 ), qUJrl7ile and limestone cobbles and fired clay. B2 
prodmed <l lead object (see belo") and B 12 a 1"1 L II agmem. Ponery recoYeries ",ere 2~ sherds (951 g.) 01 
FI.\ ,Illd \11.\ from 82, () .. h<.'rd~ (51 g.) of '":\ frum B.'l. 50 ~herds (91H g.) of EL\ from BII and' .. herds 
«(i.) g.) 01 '11\ lrom 816. 

h :.HUll· .. (olll,lining "IA p()ttel~, .... hose dullt' ll\ion .. ilud content.<; \\{:n~ otherwi!)e unrecorded, \\cre B5'1 
(1 ..,held. :\1 ~.). B 7 (13 .. hen"', 1 19 g.). BH (X sht'rd~, 72 g.). B9 (6 ... herd ... 261 g.), B I M (7 ..,herds, 155~.) and 
It!~ (I ,Iu:rd. 19 g.). \ slide of Liw wntclm of I'" (t) Btl .. ho"., it small, slender mammalian tibia (pos .. ihh 
,hcep goal) and Iwo taltle JilWS. 

B20 and n:w .... I;'re Il'fl<lngular. B201l1t'aslIH'd 1.5 III. x 2.~ Ill, and t"Ollluined 4 sherds (-16 g.) of I:.IA iI/HI \11.\ 
POUl'I'. IBO 1I1t.'<\\lIlt.'<I 1.5 m. x 0.6 m. 

B:!~ I!m .. ..,lblr a 111: .. lrIh) "as a di~turhed til( \11,11 deprt's,jon :~ m. wide),. 0.1 m. deep cOI1l'lining;\ hone pill. a 
1'" I ha~pn('nt. laq.:e quantities ofhurllt limesl<Hlt' anrl quall/ite, rhartoal and burnt day. Hone!> .In .. ' ielent ified 
110m .\ slide .lIlel include tat lie bone!) (lilllb .. and toe .. , nh .. ,mel dt least (\\0 j<l\\s) and at least three .. heep j'I\\S. 

POI/lwltl 

"il\. (lHulal mark!> (8JI) 011 the S\\' ('dge of lineill fe,lIlIle 8 :\2 mal h"IH" he('n pO!>lhoies, as llla\ ha\{' B':I.I. 
'ont' \\elt' t'"\(~l\aled, 

J>l!.f /illna/' 

\ wmplete pig Illilial \\a .. round t. 5 III S\\' of pit U2(). It \\il~ had" dalllaged h, machillen' and (Oulcl not 
be ex( ,\\ ,\I('d, BOIlt;', \\t'l e pilled ilml bad" elocied and \\t;'1 e ob\ioush <In(ienL . \ !oecond com plett' pig bUlla!. 
in the .. <tllle (on<iiuon. \"I~ located r. ~5 m. ,\\, uflhe endo.,ure. 

'" , 
" . 'l 

.. ' - - ,~ 
/';\ \ (;:.:{ '" '" ,.. ~,30 \ Q"'. \ '" ":, " "\ 
'-:.~3 ~- ... ~ "0311. • \ 

I"OS/I 1"03/2 _ : 0212 1"28 •• "3<4

Q
\' , "26 

• 4 \\ '3'J 

'" '02 " \ \ \ ."2212 
.", '03/4 \ ' , 1"351"36.... . '2'J/1 

! --==". '" \\ 

Fig. X. ")itt' (: 19i9 nt.nation plan, 
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SITE C 1979 (NCR SU 525973) Figs. 2 and 8 

~ I achine stripping exposed penannular gullies. pi15 and ditches. These were excavated under the dJl"ecuoll 
of C. Jones and J. WaUis. A groO\ed ware pit (F03 /3) eXGI\'ated at Ihe site i'i described elsewhere.-I Man) 
features were CUt b\- a medie\aJ ridge and funow field S\Slem. Lnslralified recowries comprised 223 sherds 
(1.661 g.) of M IA pOllery. 

Enclosure 

F28 (Fig. 9) formed a cuning 30 m. gully £. 0.3 m. wide x 0.2 m. deep with a V-shaped profile. Postholes 
c. 0.3 m. deep at 0.5 ITI. inler\"ais occurred along its length. Its fill of red-brown loam with gravel rontained 
burnt c1a~ and 2 sherds (21 g.) of M IA ponny. 

N 

t 
o ~ ~J) 
F35 Vo 

o 5m ---===---===-....... 
Fig. 9. Site C1979. F28 excavation plan. 

I J. \\'alli~, op. cil. note 2. 
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Pnwll1l11lar Cllllil'~ 

FIH' \\ere rew) (it:d. all filled \\ ilh red-bro\\ n h'Ta\{'II\ Io.um 

F()2 (1-lg_ IO) \\'-a\ .-) 111_ \\Ide. ahulled posthole F02 2 .lIld gulh FIn ,lilt! had a --t III "ide SE. entrall<.c. It.., F 
termlll,,1 \\a\ founded in plan {. I I m. "ide"\. 0.1m. dt.·«:p 

Fft\ \\.b M.'lllluJ(.ular \\lIh 11.5 open .. ide to the " . II \\iI' (. 10 Ill. III diam('tcl. { n.6 .... ide and { 0.2 m. dt·(,p 
\\Ith.l rounded profile. II .. ,\ . temlinal (F03 5) has rounded. I I.j Ill. III dltllll<:It'J" hiIh a deplh 01 0.2 III 111(' 
fill cOIll<lined :19 'ihcrd ... (109 g.) of ~f1A pOllen and quail/ill' wbblt·:,. rhe E. terminal (F03,. I) tOllwined 
:i 'iht'ld~ (20 g.) o f \1L\ polten. 

FD·I was M:l1l1circul<u·c. 7 m. acrO!iS. C 1 Ill. wide hnh it L -~haped profile \\ ith a depth of 0.2 m. It~ \\'. lcnnll1al 
cxislcd a~ it \1.lilled area in the gravel ~urfacc and contained bUI III limc~tone and qualtzitc piecc~ <lnd bone. 
r he inler\ettion hel\\t:en F03 and FO-I was 0.63 Ill . \\ Ide . I Ill_ III lenglh . 0.2 m. deep and oval in ... hapt' \\ illl 

a rounded plofile. I t!i fill COlltained lim('stOl.e whble\ and :i sh('rd~ (12 g.) (If EJA and ~I JA pOllel·~ . 

F05 (Fig. I I) hi.l~ l. 7 nl. in diameter with a SL ('I)(I<1IK('. Its profile \,uied from d shallo\\ L - 10 a dl't'pcl \'­
,hape (0.02 m .-O.2 111 . in depth) . Its S. terminal \\<l~ o\"illlI1 plan .. lIld r. f).H Ill. hide. The fill contaim'd (harcoill. 
bllrlll lime'ilOne and qualtzite. a large ~ht:ld (25-1 g.) uf;t decorated \11.-\ globlilar bo\\J and an iron IMiL \ 
~Iraighl Kull~ ( HIS. 1) wlllaining 30 sherds (186 g.) of \11 \ 1>011(.'1) ran from the '\'_ terminal uf FO.:; lor ~O m 
F051 hMI a mt!an \\idth of J Ill . and a deplh of 0.1 In 

, , , , c 

O .... ==~ __ .c===-... 5m 

Fig. 12 Sile (:1979. F22 c,(a\'ation plan. 
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... 22 (FIg. 12) \\<.IH 10 m. In diamt"lel "'ith <I SE entran(:e flanked by poslhole~ (F22 .... and F2212). It was rtiUl 
al 1l"I~t tlllt't" limes but dlt"ir sequentc \\a5 nOi lecorded Profiles were v· or L·shaped and "'cre 3 m.-I m. 
\\ Ide x OA m.·1.2 Ill. decp. Fiuds comprised burnt and 1I11bunlt hllle~tone and quanzite cobbles. catlle bones. 
6.3H sht'lcill- (4,761 g.) of 1c.1\ and ~II-\, 9 slu'rds (31 g.) of 11.\ and 17 sherdll- (78 g_)orRB potten. Other finds 
induded a hron.tt' COIll of Tascimanm '>II-uck at Camulodullllm (Colchester) belween 20 Be and 10 ,\D, a bo ..... 
bH'>O( h I\t'e 1>('10\\) anti a Palaeolithic bifatc (c.ec below). 

PIt, 

I ():~ 4, FO:),J. <mel F26 ',ert' O\ill and II regula I ( 2 III \\Ielt' '\ ( 0.25 Ill. deep with rounded profiles. fl11~ 
{Olll<linecl hili III iime,tone <ind qllal uitt' <:()bhle~ ;Inti ill the «13(:' ()f F05,j, 2 ~herds (17 g.) or MIA pou('n. 

FJ2'-F:~--I \\t.'n: tinll l'lr, slraiglll-"Ided and ftu-ba .. cd ( 1.5 Ill. \\lde. Fills co1llained burnt limell-ton(' and 
quall/ilt' Lohbles, bUIll! d.I), chalToal and bollt.'s. F:~~ Wlll,lilled 23 ~hcnb (-170 g.) or M IA pOltt'1") and an ilun 
lI<1il. 

Fli wllI.lillCd 2 ~hcrds (·1 g.) or ML\ pouen. \11 pil~ had led-bro\\11 gn.nelh-1oam IiIk 

P,)\lho/t:\ 

St.'\ cral \\'{'It.' r('('()I'ded. all '" ilh red-hrown gr;Jvt'lh loam fill .. 

F022 had it I'OlIndt'd profile, was 0.-18 111. wJ(lt" x O.~~ III det'p. It abutlt'd penannular gull\.- F02. 

F(J:\ I and Htl 2, "'ithill pen.lIlnular gllih F()~\' had rouuded profilc~, F03, I W'h 0.'-1 I Ill. wide ~ O. 2H Ill, del'p 
;tne! F(U 2, O.:~~ m. wide lI. O.ni m. dt'ep. 

FOj 6, wuhin pt'lIilnnul<ll gul" F05. had a rounded profill', \\as 0.81'\ Ill. wide x O.:U Ill. deep. rhi~ Wd~ nOl 
Il'corded on phm 

F22 1 and F22i2 \,elt' po .. lholes flanl-lIlg the {'ntl'IIlU'lO pell<lnnu!;lI' gulh F22 "ith "idthsof (. 0.:1 Ill" deplh~ 
of ( O. I ~ m. \\ ilh L .'haped profiles. 

F:l~.':), III the:O". lemunal of pt:nannulal gull\.- 1-"22, \\d~ carlici dun, 01 (OIlIClllporan huh, Ihe callie~1 pllil<'t.' 
of F2:l . It \\,1" 0.42 Ill. wide .. 0.22 m dC"ep. 

1-"24 \\"" oval in plan \\'ilh a L .~hapt:d profilt' , 0.55 Ill. Wide '\ 0.14 11\ dt't'p. II .. fill containc::d quall.lill' ('()bble~ 
'lIId I shl'l'd (86 g.) of !\ I IA pOllen. 

1-"33 ,m el F36 Ott ulTt'd ncar entiosufe F2H. BOlh h,ltI On~ft'nlrt· pU~l pipes and WCle c. 0.6 Ill, wide lI. OA III 

deep, \\ Ilh JIll' pipe a lmlher 0.3 Ill. in d(>plh. Fill" cuntalned <jU;II'l/ile t.:()bble~. 

Idole'trnl Burial, Fl'ature FO·I I 

\ hollm\ ( 0.3 m. det'p on the E. ~ide of penalll1ular gulh FO·I \\;1 .. fillt!d \\ilh red-brown loam lOnt<lltHllg tht' 
uoudwd inhumalion of an adolescent (sec he1ow). It r;tll~ lnlO WhullStel"s calegon or'pit burial and reliued 
lradlliol1\'" and lorm~ part of the increa,illg trend lo\\'ard'i bunal wuhin seltlements dunng Ihe 1--\1' 
(:omp.lI ablt' e'\amplt'~ indude Ll-\ Illall' ( I uuch bUi ial .. frolll \. .. In ille i and Bal tOil Court Farm.1I 

'1t/1l11 BW'wl 
I he leg bont''' 01 an atlu" male(?) 01 iented I\\\'.·S~ "('Ie found in leaullt: F31 (near penanlluhll gully FO:l). 
II \\;1\ lhought inilially thatlhe uppel pan" had been 10'>1 dUllng machining bUl il is cqua lh possible thai tht' 
bo<h W<l~ ITl(Omplt:lt' when buried. The IIghl leg i" {(lmpletl' ,mel the lefl removed abO\'e tht' knet', onh the 
diM.iI elld of th~ len fenHII being prell-eut. 

R. Whumwf, "ron . .\gt" BUlial Prauiu:1Il SUlIthem Untain'. PrOf. oj Prfhllion'c Soc, 43 (l97i). 317. 
h G. Wan. HII/Ull(lnd Religiolll11lmn Age 8rilfllll (BAR 1491, 19B5), 88. 

\I P'l) IlIlglOn, The E.\C01oalioll oj (In Iron ,Igf Sm/fl1ll'nt, Rrollu Ag, Riflg DilcM.\ and RmmUl f,alu/t\ Al 
IIhl'lfle h(u/mg £'\1(11" ~bmgd(m (Oxjor(i\hiu) 1974·76 (CI~.\ Research Rep. 2B, OAt.; Repon 1. 1978),37 

1'\ D. \hles (ed.), ~T(h(u(lloiO at BartO-II Omrt fimn. ~bmgdQ". O\(lll. (CB.-\ Research Rep. 50, OAL Repon 
3. 19M6). 30. 
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Ollur Feature!) 

fOi \\.1\.tn irregulal mal feature ncar the , . edge or "02. It dLmt'n~iom \\ere J.t) m. !Ii. 2 m. wLlh ,I ... h<tlh)\\ 
profile LInd a depth 01 0.2 III h \\a!I fillcd \\nh red-hn"'\l1 In,lIn \\ith gl<i\d containing Iime~tone piec.e~ 

SITE C 1984 (:'\CR SL 3249i2) Figs. 2 and 13 

~xlil\'all()m "CI e dircued b, x.: _ Tnppeu and found a \\ (oIHUlUilUOIl of Sue C 1979, L nstralified reWH'nl' ... 
wmpnsed 2 sherd~ (26 g.) of \tJA pOllt'n. 

DlI{hl'.~ 

Ditche~ 17. 19 and 50 fimned three ~Idcs of il IcuillIgu1<tll'IH.lo.,ure hilh c'panded terminah (4~) \\Hh <Ill 
l'llll'<Lllll' oriCIllCcl ~w. Dilche!> \\cre 0.6 m.- l.1 m. hide x 0.2 !Il.-().3 Ill. deep ..... ith L-shaped profiles . 17 "<t!> 
filled \\ HI! it l'l·d-UlOh n gra\cll) loam and ..J8-50 contained rcddhh-gn .. \' '1ill\ IO<lms with gra\eI. 19 wnlillIIed 
M ~hcrd., (15 g.) of MIA poncn. 

Dillh 15 1',lI! ~f .. -S\\' lor al least 20 m. and prolMbly 40 III I, was 0.6 m. wide x 0.2 m. deep and wa~ fillt'd 
with red-brown loam with gr<l\"eI o\edaying a light hl'O\' n gran:lh IOilm. 

Pil, 

Pit., 41 i.lIld ·'2 \\crc nilt-ba~d and circular \\ ith gellth 'i\oping ~ide\. II wa~ 1.5 Ill. wide. 0.15 m. deep .lIlcl 
".IS filled with clark-brOh n ~andy cJa\ loam contJ.imng d1011(0al ,md burnt ~LOne 1 t cOll(ained ·1 ... hcrd'i (:H g.) 
of ~tJ.\ P0(lCI\. 12 was 2.lm. ",!Cle x 0.2 III cleep ,md filled vdth fine n:d-brO\\J1 loam mixed huh gr.wl'!. It 
comainl'd II .,hereb (5H g.) of ~lIA pOllen. 

• 
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fig. 13. Site C19M·1 eXCination plan. 
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Pit 52 \'a.) 0\011. I.:l 01, III lellgth and filled \,ilh ,1 red-I)I(mn gran'lI\ 10ilm wntaining daub. charco.1i <llId 9 
.,Iu:rtb OH ~.) of \11,\ putten. 

Pit .:;~ \\,\~ o,al. 1 ~) Ill. X I Ill. \"th dn Irregulal \·.,h'lpcd plOfill', o. t m. deep, and fillt'd \\llh a darl..'gl'l·\ 
:o,..llld\ ~ih~ loam 

SITE A 1984 ("(,R SL 5209iO) Figs. 2 and II 

[x('a\.ltion., \\elt' dirt'(;tcd h\ :\. Irippeu, :\ .)el·ie50 (If 1.'11- 10 2nd-u'lllU1\ RI\ ditches '\crc IOClHed. \11 l\t'rt· 
b"'ldl) damaged h) machiner) dllring topsoil ~Irippin~. l 'n!.II.llificd I ('(()\erit's compri,ed 10 ~hcrd, (;'l(i g,) of 
\11-\ ilnd 3 sherds Cli g.) of RB pOllen. 

x.-s. 4ligllt'd /Jlldlt'\ 

Ditch I. % Ill. 10111{. 2.M m. \\Ide:\ U.;j Ill. deep h.lt! <l L .,haped pwfile. A fill uffinn black pe.11 <lllll ,iit Oll'll,11 
.1 lIIid·grc) ~,tJld~ ~jh with gr;.I\'el O\t,·rI'l~lIlg h~ht·glc, gl,IH.'lh .,and. It had been re(ut. Finch indudcd 
lharcoal. bone. 8 ~hcr(h (85 g.) of;\IIA. 6 1>hcrd, (222 g.) of U\ ,llId I ,h(:"l(h (106 g.) of RB pOllen. 

Dilch 2 1\41!l fl.:; III "ide x 0.2 m. deep .. \ lill of \ cllo\\ ,,,lith gl·.11 cI 1\ ilh irun·~l<lined sill ()\ nl(lY onll1~e IHIll· 

~l"ined gr<J\eI 

DII(h .J ( hg. I.'l). 1.2 m. \\lde :\ 0.-1 Ill. deep \\i)~ fillt·d "ith .1 light.glt'\ iron·stained Silt I\HI1 .,ollle gr.l\cl 
U\Crl.l'llIg a d.I\t,'\ 'iilt \\lIh Iroll-:.tained peat, It nit dill he' i ,llld ~)'I lih urigin<tllUt) ,lIld 1\ ii' nit b, ditche, 
4 and ~. 

Dlt(h [) (I· lg. 13).0.1 III \\ide x 0.()5 m. deep \\a\ filled "ilh .1 gn·\.hto\\n "mel, ,ih with gr,l\e! O\t'I"l.l\.,ing a 
lIlang.tne.,I·.'lillllcd s,lll<h fill It I'las cut 1)\ ditlh 3. Il wlH.lilled flint. bone illld J ,herds 132 g.) of \f1:\. 
I "held ( 10 g.) of LL\ and I :.herd ( IH g.) of RB pOllen 

D!ll.h 9 (Fig. I.'l). f). IX m. \\Ide:\ 0.:\ Ill. deep. \\,1" fillt'eI witb .111 lron·'t.unt.'d ~ilnd\-hufl !lilt with gl';;t\t"! 
(ontaining hUlll! limestone and quanzue cohble.,. It \'l.", Ull 1)\ dillbl'~ 7 and 10. 

Dlld 10 (hg. 15),0.:1 m. wide),. O.:~ m. deep. 1\<I!l filled \\lIb gll'~ partialh iron· ... tained sand. II fut dit(h 9. 

Dittll 12 (Fig. 15).0.5,1 Ill . "ide x 0.3 m. deep. I\"~ filled with it hl<l(k peat I\ ith sandy silt COllt.lilllllg bUIll! 
quantitt' {Obble,. 

5 4 3 
"""®OI MIIIII Up::u::tP' 

6 3 

6 31 30 

~ ~ 
w 

11 12 .. 
Fig. 15. SHc\I!I!H .,/.'niom. 
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Dltlh ~I. (U Ill, wide x (),l~J m, del.-p. wa\ IiIlt'd wnh \liKhlh (1.1\(.'\ Klt'\ \.Inch Mit \\ilh IrolHwined gril\'d 

Ditdl :\O tFl~, I~»), (U-I Ill, wide ... 0,13 Ill, deep. \\iI~ filled \\1Ih hull.gre\ da\ "lIh silt and !k.H1d, Ii l\iI~ al"l'nll 
of dndl (). 

1--. 11 "'KI/td lJitrlit,\ 

\)lIdl:l (Fig, I.;). IU:! Ill. Wldt, ... o,~ m, del'l>' "" .. filkd \\llh.1 glt'l·hlln .. ilt \\nh I4T<t,el ml'l"l.I\iIlK nlld-~rt'\ 
1I0Il"I.III1l'd ... 1l 11 \\,h ullin di\(ll I and ull clil(hn!! ilnel Ii. 

Du<h I (h/o{. 15 ), (Ui Ill. 1\ Ide )., 0.64 Ill. dn"!" \\.1'> fillt'd \\lIh lig-Ill-glt'\ .. ilt \\ilh aliult' lion-stained gt.\\t'! 
It <III t!Ht.h :\ ;lnd till;' ollgil1<1llllL of j (j, I) OInd Ullltaiut'd RI\ pOllen ,lIld bone, 

Du< h 7, ! III hldt., x 03 m, deep, \"<I~ lillecl I .. ilh 'Ilighl-).(H" .. ilt \\ilh .. ol11e peal and gT<lI'('! It (III dillh 9, \\'.1\ 

(ul 1)1 dildll''> ~ .11111 !l .. lid {'IJIlWilll:d ~ ,litHI'> (JH ).(.) of RH pOIIl"n .Hld hone, 

1)Itlil 1'!. I III. Illclt.' , I,:! m. deep, \\<1\ filk·d "ilh <I,II"-b ll)\\11 pl'.n wlIh \alld and .. ilt lunwining I ,held 
(I~ g.) of \11 \ and I ~h('rd (H g.) of RB POllt.'I\ I, .. 't'lmin'll \ .. <\, 0.:> Ill. \\ide..' "-: 0.2 III dccp. 

I)Itlh 1:\ 1\ ~I" I.~ Ill. \\idl.' , n.11 m. dl.'t"p \\ nh a l -\h<tpt'd pi uliit' ,Inei had a fill 01 gll'l l I." 1\ IIh '>ilt\ ... IIlt! <lnd 
'>0111(' gl",tl d 1I\e.·II.\\ lng orange.- iron-\t,ullt·d "and ,lilt! gr,nd 

Dillh :U 1\",> filled \\illl;t gte-I-bun \ih\ "lIltl \lIlh KI.tH·land \1<" luI h~ dilth 1 It wnt.llnl'd 1 "hl'nl (It-) ~.) 
01 \11\,2 ... hl'ld,> (I1~ g,) of 1.1.-\ , ilnd I .!.heui (lH g.) of KH POnt'l \ 

l)iIt h :H, ().:\~ 111. \\ ide x 0,1 i Ill. det'p. I .. ,h lilll'd \\ IIh ,I hull-gll'\ .. ilt I (1.1\ \I ilh glilH.'J Ole-rial ing Wll1p.u It,d 
... .!IIth gl <1\ l'1. 

I)il(h :\9 \\<1 .. O,H Ill. \Iid(" ... IJ.J Ill. dl:'ep ,lIld had a l -... h"pl'" Jllolile. illOlllaincd a fill of hIOI\)I ... ilt\ (hn 
e)I 1:'11,1\ illg ,eIlO\\ -hlol\ II ,,11\ .. and 0\ l'll;lI IIlg clal " -gil" < la\ 1\ 1111 gl.l\ (:'1 ali(I ~101l(,''' 

I)il<h IH \\a, nnll .. n'n ill '>t.'(lioll. 

I I IE POTI ERY 

1><',( I iptiom of J\ pOtll'n 10110\\ dassifit.llio1l\ I"l'd h\ !leROl hl'. ~' III 101 .. 1 2tl,Q kg ( 1,94H ,hen\,) of pOllen 
\lCI C Il'W\ l'l ed It om lilt., I hrupp sill" Wlllpll .. ing 21 :.J "g ( I ,hX:-I .. lwl(l, ) 01 I' 1,-\ and \11\, ~H) kg (I II ,herd,) 
of 1.1.\ dud I.H "g (124 ,h(:,l'ds) 01 Kil . 

Irrm Jl,'I' Poll/',)' 

!'oll('I\ \\<1, ("<llllilll'd tn 1~lbri(, 101111, dt'<CII<lIIOIl, m,lIlUl.lllllll'. ,lIrtlu'IIl',lIllll'nt <lnd Ijlil1~. 

Falml\ 

hJ111 Ilhlj(H fabrin <Ill' di ... ltngllishable \, hit.h <Ill' \l'I),II.II('(1 inLIJ ICllIl" C)I IiI l' "lIb-glcmp .... 

\ 

Il. 

\Iotin<llc fine to \en lillt.' Ilon·lm,>il .. hell pl,ut:'iclS and ~ub·lounded Ci:lkalc01I" 
incll"'loll~. Fine "P<lr' .. (' 10 1Il(){leltlll.' tKhlt'OU'" red inclu .. ion ... ">1',11"(' lO 1ll0deltllt" 
'Iub-mllllckd 10 lOundt'd linc to Illt'(IIUIIl qUtlll! g-rtlJlH, 

"'jLh little 01 no "h<:ll 
( With <Ibundalll Ic)s')J1 shell 
I) , With .. omc oolilir liml',lolll', 

'I ( D, Dc Rodlt" , The II on Age P0I1('1 \ in \1 1';Ill11lgton, oJ>. (il. note i, p. Ji, 



Group 2 

Group j 

Group 4 
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.\: Fine lO moderate medium 'iub-rounded 10 rounded quanL grain\ in 'ipar~e to 

moderate quantities. 
B: With angular quartz grains (larger plt:'ccs crm,hcd). 
C: With moderate to .bundant gram, "ilimolllle 
0: With some calcareous inclusions. 
f: With some grog. 

A. Coar'te to medium calcareou'i lOelusion ... including fO'tsil shell in moderate to 'en 
abundanl quantities. 

B. With fine calcareolls inclusions. 
C. With abundam ooijtic limestone. 
O. With some coarse quarLz grains. 

.\. 
B. 
C. 
o. 

\Ioderate to abundalll mediulll grog inclusions. 
With some quarlL grains. 
With moderale calcareous inclusions ,md f()'lsil shell. 
With both quanL inclusions and los:,il '1hcll. 

Proportions ofinclusio"s are: sparse = < 20Cfc, moderate = 20CJc-.JOC'Jc, abundant = > .JOge s,U.\ of 
mcilwons are: [me = < 0.25 mm., medillm = 0.25-1.00 mm., CO(lr,,, = > I .00 mill. 

I nclusions and cla\'s lor fabrics \\ ere a,·ailable locall}. J he origin of GIOUp I appears to be till' local "lUll' 1<11 
cla)s from the Thames floodplain beside which Ihrupp \wuds. 'un-fos .. il mollusc shells an.· partiudarh 
charactci-isll(. Quarll. s.,nd and particles oflim(>'ilone are ,llso pn.''tem in (he mixluH'. Other fabrics 'tomeumes 
(Olllain non-fossil shell platelet!> but ahernati\c cla\ \OUT((', \\ere cnailable l()c<lIl~'. Gault and Kimmeridge 
cla)'s outcrop on the opposite side of the Thames ,ll \\.u-ren Falin (, .')OU m. due S. of Thnlpp (:"JGR SL 
523966) and K.immel"idge clay I km. due "J. (NC,R SL !,2j9K2). OolitK and cOl-,;tIlian limestone ""en· 'l\·ailablc 
in the gra\'cls on wh i(.hlllniPP stands. Lower Greensand (XHln between the clays at \\'ar ren Farm. Some 
Group 2 fabl'ics may (ontain Ferruginou~ (I)or'dand) 'lands ,\hieh oUlCrop 2 km.to the NE. on "uneham Rise 
(NCR SU 545979). The use of local materials comp,lI(>s "ilh olher sile~ of similar date. 'iiuch as Asll\illt'.JO 
Farmoor ll and Watkins Farm. :-':onhI11001.1 2 

Early Iron Ag" and Middle /rOil Age Pottery 

Quanmies and fabrics of HA and f\IIA potten b~ site ,II e presented in -Iable I. Group I IS the most conlll1()11 
EIA and MIA rabric comprising 70.6o/c: by sherd weight. 59.87c b) !lumber. This 1\ rollo\\'ed by Group 2 ( 15Aq 
and 27.9lk, respecti\e1y) then Group 3 (II. 7{l and 9.1 q. respectiH'h) and finally Croup 4 (2,31/r and 3.2C,f, 
respectively). Most recognisable \essels can be (Ias'tilied <I, coalseware balrel jal-s (DeRoche. BI) 
(Fig. 16: 1-3; Fig. 17: I). g lobular jar:, (DeRoche. B2) (Fig. 17: 2) or fincware globular bo\\1s (De Roche. I) 

(Fig, 1~: 1-5. Fig. 19: I ).11 The majorit\' occur in (abrit Group I This ;appe:'lrs to be a local \-a.-iam and labl ics 
similar to Group I occur l ocall~. H Sand is the more common temper a't the 1\ a(h-ances. \'essels of these lonm 
al~o occur III sand~ (Group 2) and occa~ionall~ III shelh (Group 3) fabrin. Shelh fabrics art' recoglmed a!l 
marking the 1:.1.\ in the area and those at Thrupp an· mallll~ dassifiable CIS DeRoche.\2 and '\3 (expanded 
rims) (Fig. 19: 2-5). There is. however. an example of an expanded rim in fabric 1.\ and of a carinated sherd 
(DeRoche. C) also in 1.\ Grog tempered polten (Group 4) appears within the ~11\ assemblages btil withou( 
diagnoslic ~hel-ds 

10 Ibid . 
II G. Lambnck and M. Robinson. Irml Agt (/11(/ HOll/lln Rit/lnult Selllemelll, at Fannoor. OxJord,hirr (CB,\ 

Research Rep. 32. OAL Repc)l'l2. 1979), 126. 
12 T.G. AlIen.~n Irotl ,-1ge and R07llano-Bntuh Erldoud Sflt/I'II/i'llt at 11(llklll:~ Fan/I. Nmthmoor. 0.1:011. 
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SITE AI971 SITE G1977 

Fabric Weigh~ g 'k Weight &. Weight, g Cfc Weight & 
& (Number) q. (Number) Fabric &, (Numbe r) C{ (Number) 

I \ i.759 (~!;,)1) HH.H (ij) 1\ 21 (I) 111.1 (,>0) 

III '1 (I) 11.0:1 «U) :1. \ :11 I I ) :-,!).6 (;;0) 

Ie '2i C\) 0.3 (lUI) 

'2. \ Ji9 ('26) 1.:1 (7.H) SITE BI978 

2B II (I) n. I (IJ.:\) Weigh! (g. ) St Weight & 
'2 1> 211H (H) 2. 1 (2.1) &, (Numbe r) <7c (Number) 

:1. \ '21:1 ('2~) 2.·1 (X.i) Fabric 1.:1117 (i7) 10 (47.2) 

:\1) 12 (I) 0.5 (121 l:l(2) L:I (1.2) 

4.\ 34 (6) (1.4 II.X) 1\ 20H (15) 6.4 (9.2) 
IB '2H Ci 0.:1 (I).!I) I II HH ( 14) 2.i H.6) 

4( 11 (I) 0.1 ((U) 1(, I.GI9 (;;.;) ,g.t) (:B.i) 

41l 20 (I) 11.2 (11.:1) '2.\ 

:1. \ 

SITES C I 9 79 &, C I984 

SITE D1 977 Weight , g q. Weight & 

Weight, g q Weight & Fabric & (Number) ric (Number) 

Fabric & (Number) o/c (Number) 1 \ 1. 17 1 (lH7) :-,5.2 (E). I ) 

1\ 10 (I) 100 ()I)O) I II liM7 (112) H.'; (10.1) 

III n 13) 0.:1 ((U) 

'2.\ 1.!l:IH (:\33) 2:1.!1 (:1I.1) 
SITE E1977 '2B j I (4) ().;) (0.1) 

Weight, g q Weight & '2( 102 (9) 1:\ (O.H) 
Fabric &, (Numbe r) C:f (Number) 

21l 106 (21) 1:1 (1.9) 
I \ 1<):1 (26) :~2 I (.:-l:~.1) 

'2 ~ :;0 (L"» 0.6(1 I) 
I( j(j (3) 9.:~ (f). I ) 

:\.\ :G3 (:\6) 4. I (:1..4) 
'2.\ 1:10 (10) 21.G (20.1) 

:1Il ~i ('2"') I I ('2. '2) 
:\.\ 1111(2) 2:1.:1 (41) .\( 13 (I) 0.2 (ILl) 
J\ M2 (H) 13.6 (16.:\) 

1\ 1':-, U}) 0.2 (0.0) 

I II 10 (I) II. I (0.1) 

I( 6H (H) O.H (0.7) 

SITE F1977 I II 121 (1:1) 1.5 (1.'2) 

Fabric Weight, g. 9c Weight & 
& (Number) ~ (Number) 

I \ 3 1( 1) 100(1110) SITE AI984 

Weight, g fA: Weigh I & 
Fabric &, (Numbe r) l7r (Number) 

I \ 116(1:\) 5i.i (51i.!) 

'2. \ 61i (9) 32.M (~i9.'2) 

1\ 19(1) 9.3 (·U) 
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"RLE 2. QL\~ rI rI~S OF OHOI{AI FD EL\ A'O ~IIA ('on FRY B\ F\BRle 

Fabric 
SITE Feature Decoration & (Number of sherds) & (Form) 

AI971 RPI Single in(i~ed li ne (2) L\ 

RPI fi ngertip marks wilhin grOU\C (2) IA (62) 

Rill Fingertip l1lark~ belo\\ ,-im (1) IA (B3) 

RPI Broad groo\"C~ (2) 1.\ (1l3) 

RPI Fingenip mal-ks \\ ithin grome (3) • (B:\) 

RPI Fingerlip marks on body (2) • (H3) 

RPI Broad groo\c (2) • (1l :1) 

L-n SI r ... t" Single incised line (3) L\ 

Fabric 
SITE Feature Decoration & (Number of sherds) & (Form) 

E1977 E:l Single incised line (I) 2.-\ 

Fabric 
SITE Feature Decoration & (Number of sherds) & (Form) 

81978 8 2 thumbnai l 011 rim (1) 3f\ 

11 2 Ihumbnail on rim (1) 3.\ (C) 

111 8 Thumbpt'int on rim ( I ) H(A2) 

L'nstraL rhumbnai l o n rim (2) 3.1 

L' n.s lrat. Ihulllbprilll.s on rim (1) :l.\ 
Fabric 

SITE Feature DecoraLion & (Number of sherds) & (Form) 

CI979 F3 Term, Double (u n "j linear. \\i lh borden. ( I ) 1.1 

F5 r eml . Cunilinear with borders (I) IA(OI) 

F22 Fingernail marks on rim (I) IA (1l2. 01 ) 

F22 Double curvilinear. no hOldel'~ ( I ) 1.\ 

F22 Curvilineat, no borders (2) IA 

F22 Single incised line (2) 1.1 

F22 Single incised line ( I ) 2A 

F22 Curvi linear with bOlders (2) 2.1 

F32 Single incised line (1) IA (BI. 1l3) 

L nstral. Single inci~ed Line ( I ) 1.1 

t TnSlraL Cun"ilinear, no border (-1) IA 

L"nstl-aL Curvi li near. no border (--I- ) 2A 

• Only knm\ n to a utho rs <.IS drawings made <It time of excfl\alion. 
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Dt('l.)lolW11 \lIm ial fabrics (Group I) .... ere g'l\en decorallon of single broad groo\es and/or fingertip 
Lmpre~~iom behm the rim, or fingertip imprc!osiom on the upper Ixxi) in lhe case of forms B2 (coarseware 
~Iohul;u Jar<~) ,lIld B3 (warse .... are barrel jars). (here i!o one case of a globular jar or bo ..... 1 (S2 or I) I) with 
fillgelll.lil llMrk<.OTl the rim in the style oflhe Group 3 potter) (Fig. 17: 2) and one dear case ofa 01 fineware 
glohular ho .... ,l wnh fUnilinear deconuion in the form of cre!oCcmic punch marks within borders (Fig. 19: I). 
Olhel \Iwrd!o \\lIh dcxnfalion of the laLler type (Ihe marl .. \ .1re often closer to teardrop than crescent.shape 
and occur with or \\lthout a border) a,·e nOl a\signahle to form (Fig. 19: 6, Fig. 20: 1·2). A rew examples of 
ho(h ,herd" with single incised lines. presulllilbh funning flll\ilinear patterns, are also found (Fig. 20; 3). h 
appe.II' Ihilt (111"\ ilinear decoration i!> a"lIociatcd with fin('warell and fingerprintlline dctoration wnh 
to'II\t;'\\,II·t>'I, Salld~ {(~IOUp 2) fabrin .lft>, dpan from one eXdmple of a single incised line under the I·illl, 
,\')')o(i,Hed \Iith tt·ardmp.shaped mall;.~ forming cUI"\'ilinear decoration. Shelly (Grollp 3) expanded rim~, 
II h<"1 t· dt'(OI<llt'd, wele gi\en a line of thumb 01· fingt'nlail impl·c,.,lonll along the top of the rim (fable 2). 

,\I(I/lu/(I(tllrl' and Sur/off' Trf(ltllll'tli. There is lillIe min;> of 101 ming processes be}'ond the observation that all 
wen.' hand·madc. rhc occasional sherd shows Ira(('~ of (oi hn g. \1ost \'essds must han' lost lnlces of forming 
during laici finishing pmce~~el<. 

Fig. Ifi Colour dClIcriptions throughout. Outsidemiddlelll\ide. (CI979, F24) \IlA uprighl rim. Fabm 
3.\ (pmk·brown g'·e, pink·greyj. 2. (A1971. RI'I) ~11.\ barrelJdr with base pel-fofated t\\ice and upright 

!"1m Filbl'ic IA. Wiped (DI;.. gre, loll. orange·bro\\n dl;.. gre\'-bro\\n). 3. (,\1971, RI'I) MIA harreljar .... ilh 
fingertip decoration belo\\ rim, '\0 colour de~ripti()11 available. 
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Fig. I i I (. \1971 . RPI) \11.\ boll rei Fir .... ith lIpliglll lim. lug handlt''t and fingcmail cll'((lIdtion Ix:lo .... lim. 
F.dni( 1.\. Smoothed. (DI.. . g re\ LO Il. orangt.' bl 0\\ !l ·hl.uk. It _ orange-hf()\\ Ill. 2. IC 1979. F22) \1 L\ 11m of 

globular \(· .... e1 .... uh fingernail mark... hlhri!' 1.\ \jlllootlu-ci. (nl... gn'\-!llO\\!l to h . \ellow brown clk . gle, to 
dL.. gt'('\-blfmn ell... gl('\-hnl\',n). 
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liK. I H. 1 (B 197~. 1\2) \11.\ eyened l"ill1 Fabric 1.\. ~mooli1('d. O.t olangt>-brown 10 elk. grc\- ·gte\ OIangc­
hI ()hll). 2. (C19iD. 1-'22) \11\ flat-bottomed beN;' ~hl"ld. I- .. hll( 1\ cGrc:\-hrown cit.... gre't elk. gre\). 

:t (CI979. F22) \11 \ t'\ened rim. Fablic 1.\_ Blllni~ht'd. (I)l... grt·,.brown. d\.... grey.brown d\.... gr('\I. 1 
(B197H. B9) \11-\ evened lim. Fabric I R. i.)moo(heci. {Ill... grt.' \ d\.... gle\ pink-redl. 5. (CI979. HI.:') 3) \11 .\ 

eH'IIc-d lim. Fabl'ic IA Smoolhed. (Olang<'.brohll 10 elk gre\ elk gre\ black). 
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,.jg. 19. I. «(; ID;9. F(5) ML\ ' Swag~()rna m('nted ' globular bowl. I-<Ibri<. \.\. (Ilk . gtcy.bro,\ntu". gr~\ dk. 
gle, to orange). Draw n hy J. \\'allis. 2. (CI9;9. F22) F1.\ flaH opp~d c\cned rim. Fabri<. 3A. (Ok. n:d­

brown \. elk gTe\ \". dk. gle\).:l. (HI9;8. 132) 1:.1.\ fl..t Hopped Iun with thumbnail c1ecoration. Fabm J \ . 
(Ol<tnge-brow n to cl)". grc\ :dk. grc~11. gre\"). I. (lH978. 13 2) ~.I.\ flal -top ped dill \\lIh thumbn<1I1 

de«)I,llion. Fabric 3.\ . (Orange·brown to elJ.... g-rcn{)... grt'\ It. grey). 5. (131 9il'l, B 18) El\ exlel n<llh 
npanded lim wil h thumbprinls. Fabri( 3.\, (Oran ge.: h , g l c\orilnge). 6. (CI9;9. ullstraL) ~IL\ in<i~t'd 

tUI \ Iii near dt'COrallon. no border.,. Fabric 1.\, Smoothed. (OJ.... gre\ dk. grey-brown b la( k). 
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Fig. ;!O. I (eI979, 1'22) ~II \ 11lo"ed (ur\'1lillt'<lr dt'{II1,1l10tl \\jlh h01C\('r Fabric 2.\ Bl1l1ll~ht'd, «(;11."\­
hn)\\ 11 hl,lll-. (II... glt'I), 2. (L19nl, F;! ;!) \11.\ "hl'l d \\ I[h douhle Illl)led nil \ilinear de(OI '\liOIl, Fitbll<. I \. 

SllIootl\('d. ( P1I1k-red \. dk, gn?\-:pinl..-glt'\), J, « 197~), 1'2~i) \11,\ jlltj$t'(iiint: dt'writlioll. Fahri{ lB. 
Bll1lli~ht'd. ( I I. 0 1 ,tn){t'-bH)\\ Jl. 111. red-bul\\ll mid-hu)\\Il), I. (.\ 1!l7I , limn,,!.) 1.1 \ \\hedmade lilll Ltbri( 

;!I) (Dk. gH'\ dl..l{lt:\ dk. gTt:"\j.:>. (CI1J7H" un"ll.tl.) II \ \\'ilt'eimadt' foolling. Fabnc IB (Dl... gl e~­
brown dk. gIl.") elk. grey). 6. (F I !l77.1, not Oil 1'1<111) ('01 t1ollt'd ,.11. II.ml .. bunt!<Illlh ",lilt!, tempt'!. (1.1 

gn:\ bull \. It. OI<lIlgl.'). (\olln~r Kt'dlll ('d \\,\1 t'" :lhl. 7 i" 1 m7. ]) 'ell.. ofboltJe 01' flagon. liard 
.thUlld.lIllh ... II1<h r .. luie {I.I, gu.'\ bull II. (I1.III~t"l. H. IF Pl77. I, nOI Oil plan) 1>0(1\ 01 botlle or flagnn. liard 

,l!>lIndalllh "<tlllh f;\h,i( (I,t.1!;ln t!lIolighoull, ('oun/,r Rt'duu"d \\'an'" :H. 
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2.2 kg . ( J 2.6lK b\ .... eight) or 170 sherds (9.gt:t of lotal number) "en~ burnished on one or both ~UI faces. 
All ~IIA finewares decorated .... Ith curvilinear mOl if') "erc: hllrni~ht'c1 

7.78 kg . (36. 1 %-) or 729 sherds (42.831k of IOldl numbel ) are ~mo(Hhed o n one or both ~ides. There "<u, no 
preference for anyone fabric for smoothing. 

A few \essel ... (O.N- bv .... eight. 1.1 % b, number) had been" iped, lea\ ing it stria led effect. I n the case of 
the coarser fabrics. mclusions had sometimes been dragged across the surface during the finishing process. 
In other cases impl·essions of grass, graim and other organic mtttter are \ isiblc where the "et polS had COIllt' 

IIltO contact .... ith them. 

Finng. Group I alluviaJ fabrics sho .... a complete range of finng colour.'>. often on the same \essel (-t3.6q b\ 
.... ·eight. 21.6q- by number show both oxidised and reduced colourq. Group 2 sherds sho" a strong tendeno 
towards I educed colours (80% by "eight or 70 .7lk by number) . This 11M, be Ihe result ollllell· association \\Ith 
finewares which in fabric Group I are ab.o generally reduced . Shell}' (Group 3) sherds ... ho .... a tendency 
to .... ards oxidised colours (65.6% by weigh!. 70.7~ b)· number). Without a I<lrger .. ample it I~ not possible to 
know If Ihis W<lS the result of changes in firing. as well as paste preparalion techniques. or ",hether it i~ the 
,·esult of bias because of the smaller number and sii'C of Group 3 pieC"e\. Croup 4 sherds sho" a tendency 
towards reduced colours (59.6%- b)· weight. 64.if;'f by number). 

Lall' /rOil Age POUtT) 

The most common fabriC Croups are. in descending m-der.·1 (62.Mq. b\ h-eight. 51<1 b\ number) and 2 CH.2t'1 
b) weight. 38. Ilk by number) followed b\ I (1.17c b\ \\eight. 6.5 b\ number ) and 3 (I.W b\ weight. 4.3Cl b\ 
number) r rable 3). The assemblage indude~ fine and coa,.,e wares .... ilh diagnosllc .. herd ... mainh COIl'Wlling of 
e\ened rim.~ (Fig. 20: 4) and foolrings (Fig. 20: 5)_ \Imt \essels wcre \, heel-made although there are a fe\\ 
examples Ihat rna) ha,·e been handmade and then finished on a 11IIntable. \Ian\ sherd ... were burni~hed on 
the exterior. \fost filbrics are harder than earlier ones and \\("I"e more e\enh fired in reduced colours. 

TABLE 3. QU,,,"'1TITIES Of LI.\ l'onlR\ 11\ FAIlRIC 

Fabric We;ght (g.) N umber % We ight % N umbe r 

IA 5 I 0.1 0.7 

IB 34 H O.!) 5.8 

2A 814 30 22.:~ 21.6 

2B 201 17 5.5 12.2 

2C 218 5 5.9 3.G 

2D 16 I 0.1 0.7 

3A 39 5 1.1 3.6 

3C 29 I 0.1 0.7 

4A 183 II .i 3.6 

411 16 I 0.1 0.7 

4C 174 6 I.H 4.3 

4D 1,918 53 52.6 38.1 
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DI.\(W\lnt/ oj hOl/lgr Potier')' 

FIA' Shell Icmpt.·red lahriu. (Group 3) comparc ',ith ~ 1.\ <J.l>\l'mblagt"\ from ~lle ... 'illch <I'" ,\3lnillc (pha'loC 11.1"1 
~"I mool. lli Radl(,1 I, <lnd hld\\eJr.., dul' ,. ofThrupp.IH POII<"n from pitS H II and B 18 (Sit!' B197H) pO'lsibh 
indi(4lIe E L\ actilll' .11 Ihnlpp. Potten of Ihis npe I .. /o:t:'nt.·I<llh gwen a dau: range bcl\\een Ihe mid 7th 
(CIlIUI'\ 13( , and the :ild (cntun BCIl} Supposing wlUllllli" of settlement al Site B 19i~. lhe 1lI<.llerialmal be: 
" .... igncd 10 Ihe l;lttT pal t of Ihis dale range. 

\Il.~ I he bulk 01 (liagnosti(' malerial (coan.ew.l1c ./<11' alld I)()\, I .. ) IltId a long lile-span In lhe region. Comp.Il.lhlt., 
lonm 1\'Cle ple"l.'llt al \'<'ll\IlIe Jnd fanlluOI (PII.l~t.' I) hUI <I \11.\ dall' 1.llIgt.· is suggested on Ihe b" .. i .. or labli( 
'-I1I111I,l1 t.'""ample .. with Ihumbpl'illl deconllion bel()l.\ Ihe 11111 or on tht· shoulder grom t.' .. belo\\ the 11m ,mel lug 
handles I\t'le fuund at .\3I1\ille (Pha ... e !?) and olhel ~il(''' 111 tilt' ,1It"'-1.~(I :-\511\ille (Phac;e 2) also prodll(.ed .1 
(OlllP<ll;1blt., (,'<Imple offing-email dccorillionalonglht..lopnllhelllll;lno.!J.n I\ith ,1 per!ol<ucd b,\,)c. 

'~l1Ioolh d.1I k W;II e' globular bO\~ls such iI') wen: founcl III pil U:l (~lIe H I !Ji~) ;Ire considel t"d h) 11 .11 dillg:!1 
to appeo.ll fJ'()m Ihe (';Ir" ~hd {t'!lIun BC and al .. o (XCIIHec\ in\,hI'lUe Pha,,, 2 depOSits, On JIll' h" ... i .. of tlu.' 
ab\t'lU'l' of (ll-c()l'Hed ~hercl ... \\hich I Llrding (oll .. id(;', .. to he " latl'r dc,e!opment. Sill' BI97H m<l\ have 
preci,Itt"c1 .. elilelllent at Slit' .. C 1979 and .-\ 1971 . 

\/11 (l1/Ii ILl Punched (un iIi near deeOl'llion lall h(' a .... igll<.·d 10 1111: ' hilrord SI~ Ie lone'~2 and wmparl'cI 
\\ilh 1ll,1It'I"ial from Fnlford il .. elf. as \\cli a .. lhilt hOlll,\.. .. ll\iU(· (Pll<l~(' 2). Falllloor(Pel'iod 2), Walkin\ Falln ,~~ 
.Illd\hingdoll \,ill(,l.ud.24 Flillord ')l\le deWI<lIlOIl abo tKOll') III ,\ .. Inille (Phase :{) ilnd il "t'l'm~ Ih<ll II 
<lPIW,llt'd lau: ill thl' :-!rd {'entur\ B( .. hl\tillK 1ll11111he inlrodlittlOn of \\he-l'I-lllined pOlten ill the 1,tI(,1 1.,1 
(cnllln H( \1 Silt' (:1979 (penanllu lal' gu lh F22) ' Frillonr and ollie I' 'tlpi(all, \lIS pOllen \\t'n' a .. ~on.lIt'd 
IIith.1 (oin and brooch ufthe e<l l'" I~I ('nlllil .\D ill(Ii(.ltlllg that {lIllihnear de(,(lratioll \\<1 .. u .. ed IIell intu 
Ihe 11\ LJ\ Illillerial mmpale'i with Phil .. e :lfl'Om~h,illt· and Ih.1I rrom BariOil COlirt hlllll,~-' DeR(xhe\ 
101111'1 F (nt.'(ked h()\\k often .... ith d wrdon on Ihe n(:'(k). F (hlill he.lkerq. (; (bead rim \e\<>t.+q. II (Iar') <lnd 
J>l'lhap .. h. (d"he .. ) l'ln bl' I t:(ogni;;ed. These '1I e d.lIl'd bl'l\\ ('('n [he .. <.TOIUI hair or the 1 ... [ cenlun Be .mcillw 
mid 1 .. 1 <l'lllun ,\0 ,b~elllblagt''' of ~imilJl malt'l'ial \\{,It.' ("C;1\<1I('<I hom Iht.' \·ine\<lld .. \bingdon,:!h d.tll·d 
10 Ihl' pl'riod 1:)-iO \D 

R (J1/WII Polin) 

RB .. helch ,Ill' tI .. "illed U'IlIlg \ o ung· ... :!' ~(heme (1.Ihlt· I). Of Ihe 101,111.86 kg ( I47 sherd')) lllo"t (711( In 
\'l·ight. GP', In lllllllh('l") i~ LOllIpo~ed of Redlllt~d \\'<\1(:." \\ilh .. mallei .1Il1Ount .. 01 Oxidi~cd (12(; 1)\ \\t'ighl. 
1(Jf I In nlllllhei). Whilt' (IY;r 1)\ IIt'ight, 21(", In llumb('I) .111<1 '-Iamian Wares {-tf,!;. b, \\eighl. 51 e b, 11I1111ht'rl, 

/)NI(\\lOfI 0/ ROil/fill Polin) 

h.:'l\ .. hel d ... 11t' cilagll ()~l il , IllOSi l'OJllpn"'llI~ I <,'duu:d I\;!rc Jtli rilll~ 01 b,l~t"~ II hilh \\t're nude thI'Oll~hllll' 11ll" 
ROlll;lll IH'riod, ~herd\ 01 Young'!. 'he;"ih lempt'll'c!' gH" 1\0I1t.· (~):!H 111.11 b<.· 01 hi-rentlll'\ \1) datt>o ,\ le\\ 
rt'<.ilut'd 1"lIe .. herds han' tl mi<.tlleOUS .. lip cOll1po.lIahlt.'lo (Jlhel" l"'Ci.n<lll'd .1I\hmglion:!'I "nil I,en' pO'"ihh 

I'> IkR()cht'. op. CIt. nOle 9. p. 17. 
II Lllnbl i( k .lIul Rubimoll, op. cit notl' II. p. ;\9 
1- I,. ( , Lee(h. '\11 Iron\ge Sill' near Radle\. Herk .. ', II/till-Jill, 'I (1911). ~BY---WI 
II'> J Walli,. per .. mmm. 
1'1 l)eR(}(he, op. nt. note 9. p. i2 
:!(l ( D, l)eRtKlle and G. Lambl'itk ... ( he IrOiI .\g(' POltl'n .lnJ 1IIIKh(·line .Ind R I hml1"", 

. \Il h;}('ologlfdl J nH'sllgillion~ al ,\pplelord'. (J\01I1t'II'/fJ, ," (19HO), l.i. 
21 I), \,'. 11.11 ding. rlit' lrem Ige '" lilt' l'p/JI'I Tlwl/jfl 811\11/ ( I Hi2), 10 I-:l. 
:!2 I .<llllhri<k , op, lit. note 14. p, Iii 
:!.\ J,I~~. IhadflH'd and R.C. (;()(xlchild. 'hc;I\aliolh ;1I Ftill()I"(I .lierk~, OXOllll'I/\/(/, i\ (19:{9). l-iO; 

D. II ,uding. op. fit. HOlt' 21. Plale 63: DcR(Klie, op, til. 1101(" 9, Fig. :-,2. 110. :157: Lambnck. oj). <1\. nOlt' I I. 
Fi ).{. 22. no. 59-fiO, Fig. 21. no . 88; ,\lIen. op. 01. lIott' 12 , Fig, 2:1, nu. 2M. 

1t 1.('\I1('n. 'F.'GI"'ltiutlS at the \'ine\ard. \hingdon' (iunhwllIing) 
~c, \file." op. 01, not e H. 
~ti J I illlb). in \Ilcn. op. cit, note !?j 

2; (.J YOllng, (hjlll'dl/urr Romlln Pulln;. (B.\R 4:\. IQ7i). 
21'l Ibid 
:.HI \I P.lrringtoll. 'Ihe Potten'. in ',\ IhllIl,tIl BUlial hom QIlt't"n ~1. \bing-don', Omllll'llllli. ,I (19iS): 

S. \lill· ... ' J he l'Ollen '. in ' f,ca\atioll'i III \\'esl ~t. Ilden· .. '-II .. \hlllgdon', ()\lmit'1l1ill. xl (19i3). 
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I 'BU ~ Ql "TillES "I) F\IIRIC, m RBI'OITfR\ B\ ,I n .. \'Il FUll RE 

SITE We;gh~ g. SITE Weight, g. 
AI971 &( umber) Ware F1977 & (Number) Ware 

L n.,lr.1l ~im Fine (hidi.,ed L n,tl,ll. 15(2) Fine O,idht'd 
llhll,t(. 16 (':-) Coarse Whill' L n~lr,lL .j (I) S.lIllian 
l mlr,lt. 10 (2) Fine White L n~11 Jt. 14 (I) Redulcd (:~a) 
llhllat 12 (I) S~t1l11an L lI~tI,lt. 211 (3) Redu«('d ( I) 
l n.,lrat. Ii (I) Reduced (2) 

l n~trat. 2:1 (8) Reduced (.3 .. ) SITE Weight, g. 
l nstrat. 21 ( I) Redillcd no G1977 & (Number) Ware 
l 'Il"'tfaL. :; (I) Redllled ( I) In'''ll"ill. 133 ( I ) Red uu:d (:1a) 

L n.,lla[. 23 (2) Reduled (:Jb) 

SITE Weight, g. 
D1977 & (Number) Ware SITE Weight, g. 

l -ns!!"a!. 21 (3) Fille Whitt· CI979 & (Number) Ware 
lll"'tra!. 23 (2) (:O,II"SC \\'hite 1-"'><) 1:1 (3) Fine (hidised 
l n.,tr,,1. ~6 (I) Red tiled r~a) F22 :12 (10) Coal'le \\'llItt.' 

1-'22 9 ( I ) Fine \\-h it e 

F22 :; (I ) ~amian 

F22 19 (2) Rcdlltcd (:~<I) 

SITE Weight, g. 
E1977 & (Number) Ware 

1-3 IIG ( I ) Reduu'd (·1) SITE Weight, g. 
F2 21 ( I) Fine O,ab"'ed AI984 & (Number) Ware 
1:.2 26 (I) White Pi.ll thmt'lll III 106 (I) Fine OXldl.,ed 
1-,2 311 (I) Sallllan L n~tri.lt. 13(/) Whue 
1,,2 10M (3) Redu(ed ( I ) (Pa nhmt'lll ) 
F2 2~:l( I~ ) Red 1I('(:d Oh) lll~U'H. 24 (2) Reduced (:tl) 
F2 21 (2) Reduced (:i() 

In'llral 20 (I) O,icli~ed CCOIOIII Coat) 

l mil',,!. )9 (2) Sami"n 

L n'oUi.1I 1:\(1) fine \\'hite 

Ln .. tl<lt. 66 (I) Reduced (~) 

L n .. lI ilL. 39 (9) Red tI( eel (:la) 

L 1I~lr,u. 6.> (I ) Reduccd (:lc) 

L IISIIi.It. 40 rl) Reduled (4) 
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produc.ed at the O\t:rdale kilns of Boar's Hill which were active in the firsl half of the 2nd cemury AD. One 
fine grey wtlre (-I) .!!hert! can be assIgned to one of Young's I,pe RI to R4 'lx)llies and flagons' (Fig. 20: 6-8) 
w nh a I.ue ht- to 2nd-centun AD date. The colour-coated sherd of oxidised ware is late Roman as is a shel"d 
of d parchment .... "1 e bo .... 1 with diagonal ')I,lshed decoration. 

\(I)"/(II/ .llIml fmm S,le 1/971 (b\ DA\ID II' ILI .IAMS) 

";IH of .1 FI.1\ian peliod platter with a fc)()u-ing ,mel ~l'lIl1p('d 'Logrini' on the inside cenlre. Thm section 
examination ~ugge"'l ... an oligm al La t;raules('IHlue. 

FIRED CLAY 

\'/1" 1/971 1,116 g. was tolleCled: 968 g. 01 a {llImbl" malerial, sometimes with waltit: Imprc!lsions 
(campa! able 10 thaI from Site B I 978) and .. 3 g. ot a harder grey 11l<llelial with coarse calcareous inclUSions. 
\11 Gillie from pit .. D3, ll-t, 1'2, P 16. ,\ large unstratified tile-like obje(( (9 I g.) has one .!!ide heavily pUled with 
grain impn:ssions <lnd is 01 a hard grt:)-brown fabric tt:mpert:d with qual-tl, cakareous indusiom and grog. 
rhe labli<. .!!uggests a Roman date. The rTI. (fabric ;md weight not recol"ded) from feature Rrl is illustr;l1ed 

<IS Fig. 21 I 

,)/11' 11197H. 669 g. \\a~ wllened; 109 g. Irol1l enclosllrc cinch B35 and j60 g. from pit 812, IIldudlllg a \11.\ 
1'1 L fragment. All I' of a numbly. \t:n soft pink\<ol<lIIgc material colltaining a mixllII-e of quartz, grog. 
c<lkalCOll'> and OdllL'OlI.!! inclusions. "ome lump.!! shO\\ wault! Imprc.!!.!.Ions. 

I,Hlr C19it;. :\ 19 g ..... a.!! wHetted from pit F:l2. enclmure F2~ and pt'llallntliar gullies F22 and F03. There were 
91 g. of the pmk'<OIange fab,·i<.- described aboH'. I hi ... "OIlH'lilllt" 'ho .... s \\allie marks. 34 g. ofmateriai from 
penannlliar gulh f22 is of a harder pink 10 gre, 1.lbm w Ilh "bund,lIlt coarse calcareous grit and quartz 
in<.iu.,iom. 6.-) g_ 110111 pH F32 is of a red-brow n Illedium hard matt'riailempered with moderate amount.!! (Jf 
qll<lllL <Ind calcareom ,,'Til. One piefe ha ... <I ~mOOlh, flat sllri<lCe. 

f)H(l(.\~iOll 

PerJor'll(.'d tnangutH loonl\\cights are a rOllllllOIl t\-II:\ t) pc in the ,Ilea: compare. for example. tho~e from 
Fal mool. :iU Other matel wi Illil,· be fY l L Ilaglllt'nts (e.g_ 65 g. from pit F32, Site CI979). The ule-like fragments 
<lIe harder to mtelprc1. Similar examples wert' exul\ated at .\.!!Il\ille:1I ,md ilre leferred to a ... 'lid ... ·. 'trays' and 
'wOl king .. udaee,'. At Banon Coun Farm '!':.! Ihid .. slab.!! of cia, are interpreted a~ cob ovens for parching grain 
< pelh<'lp~ tht' IIIl"tl<illficd example from ')ite .. \ Inil 1.111., Into this r<llcgory. I hinv·follr g. of malerial 110m 
pell<'lIlnulal gull\ F22 (Site C1979) comp<llt"s \\Hh (Ia\ hOllllhe fragment 01 hearth bottom (now lo.!!!) from 
pt.'Il,mnular gill" F05 on the \ame .!!1It'. 

ANIMAL I~01\E III BOB 11'1 LS();.J and .\L1S0;-" LOCKYER 

O\elilll (Qunt ... ofhone~ .tnt! fragments are gi\en in I<lble j. Se\t'I-al are unidentifiable, mam showing Mgm 
ofrcc.ent brcakage. The maJont\ are lelall\eh- well plt~"'<" I\(.'d excepllhose from Sile C19i9. \\hi(h are in the 
l<l .. t "'Iagc.!! of degradation. moslh loose leeth lIul\iving. _\ quanU1\ of buml bones occurred in pit B II (SlIe 
B 197H). Bone.!! are l\'pical of 1",\ site.!! else\\ here'. In pilrtKular, mandibles of lambs and immature sheep and 
<',Hlle '\I-e \\ell rt:.'!}Ie~ellled. rhree bone .. of a loal were e'lilvilled. Le .. s t)pical are a small fork.ed hOI n core of 
a sheep ,1Ild a p.uthll skeleton of a medium-s ited, p<h.!!lbh wild. cal (Ffl" _~)ll'i'slm), both from urcular 
deprcs.!!ioll 82!l, Sile B I 978. Bird bones were identified b) Ali.!!on Lod.yer and consist of 6 gOOM: d_ gre~lag 
(Allwr (//I\t.,-), 2 domestic f()\\l, I leal (Alla.\ OHm) and 3 duck cf \\igeon (Ana.1 ptneloJN). :-:0 bUI(hen marks 
Wl're nOl<:<I. 

1U Lambrick and Robinson , 01'. rit. note II, Fig. 29,1 
:\1 DeRo<:he.op <.it. note 9, p. i2. 
~2 \file.!!, op. cil. nOft' 8, p. 7'1. 
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HL~IX, SKI:.U.IO:\ (from Site ('1979) b\ \L\R\ I L\R\L\'-

nIt' .. l..elt.'wn i .. IIlnHnpl(:te ,md Ihe bone" .ut: in pOOl (t}lldillOIl and fragmt.·nted \\ ilh eroded surf.lce". R()lH..'~ 
Imlllel alt' pan~ of tht' lhm-.Ilie lumbar .lIIeI ",1(1.11 H·lll"Ill.ll', I ill II aglllenh. pan'!. of rhe left radiu ... mll IIln.1 
,uld It'ft .tnellighl iII1l0min.ut's, ft.'mora. libl,H.· ilud lihlll.!!.:" .• llld "OIIlt: l.ll , ... 1 .. , Illet<lpodidb and phal.lngl''', '\(IIlt' 
of lIH: di.lpll\~(.'\ .11 e.' complete. rhe buill''!. of lhe IIlliomin.lIl· .1It' not Imed. inciicdllng an age olle .. s Ih.1Il 16 
\e.II'i. h,tllll.llt" of tht' IUlallenglh of Ihe di.lph\q· .. 01 II\(' Iildiu'l. libula .lIld It'mur Ihal dlt' 1llf)'1 (tlmplctt: 
"lggt:M an .Igt.' of 10-14 \ ear ... There i .. nl) t'\idcll(t' 01 (liw.I"(' 1)1 Injun 

INCISED BOl\: I:. (from ,i.e .\19(1) 

fhis ohjeull"OllI ~eatult'" RPI is iIlU~lr,llt'd .1" '·ig-. 21 :? Ihe ',it(' oltht' obJeu and the illustration "I>PC<l1'\ 10 
in<IKi.HC: Ih;1I rhl' 111;11 k" \H~It' lIlu'!.ed Oil tht., lib ell limb hOIlt.· of enht'1' ,Ilillllt· ()I hor'lt' bUllhis Cl)IlIOl now be 
\t'lilied 

, 
l"ig 21 

o 

(. \ 1971. RPI) triangular Itxun\\-C'igill. 2. (. \ 19i I. RI'I) illll'lt'd bOIlt.' ObJ(,ll. (Bol" obJ('(l\ dl,l\\ II 
In n hlllt'l.) 
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I IIlU 5. H< .. IG\I~XT FRFQFX< liS <H 1'111 \I BO'\fS B\ P[RIOO .IXO SirE 

IRON AGE ROMAN 

SITE AI971 E1977 81978 CI979 EI977 AI984 

Number &: Number &: Number &: Number &: Number &: Number &: Number &: 
('-i) of ('k) of (G:) of (~) of (%) of ('k) of (q) of 

identified identified identified identified identified identified identified 

( :,utic..-- 19 (26) j (G2.5) in rtl.:I) 22 (ILl) 9 (75) M (HO) 

Shc~p 41 (:,1;'2) I (12.5) 11):1 WI) 19 (:15.H) I (M.:!) I ( 10) 

PIg- i (9.(i) I ( I :l.5) H (:I.H) '> (9. 1) 

1101,,1;' I (I. I) I (12.5) :\( I. I) '> (9.1) 2 (16.7) 1(10) 

I)°K :1(1. » :1 ( I. I) 1 ( 1.9) 

Cat In (4.H) 

Red Del.'l I' (1.9) 

Bird" ) (I. I) 1:1 (6.2) 

hog ) (I. I) 

L lluicllliiied 190 1 :1 ()17 :10) )3 10 

Burnt 1 ) :12 ) 1 

\nlll'1 1II1l" 

LEAD OBJ tCT (from Site B 197~) (Fig. 22: 1 ) 

I h", n''>t:llIble~ <Ill c..·,.lIl1ple, de,u' jbc..°d , .... an <lnnul'lI \\eighl. c..'xc.. .. "Heu dl \udlell llII\C,\bIllKdon. J ·1 SIIIIII"1 
t:')"lmples (in It.-ad <\lid lin) wt're found at (.lastollhllf\' and "'1ean' 'lake \ilJage ... ·:\1 an d the .... e ,Ire int(>, prelc..'d ;t, 

.... p111dk \ .. h01 b .. \lthou~h Ihe example hOIll 1I1111pp is 1101 (Olllp.llable III exau 101111, its "'"t' .md gcneral 
,lppt.'.11 ,lI\Ct' I~ III II( h Ihe "llIIe. 

1\01\' Il){OOCII (holll Sile C 1979) Il) C~\CE SI~IPSO:--J 

• \ NillIhl'lll1 dCII\ ;lIi\ c hruot.h (Fig, 22: 2), \\ ilh <I fl." I C<lI~, hapl"t1 hO\\ d('( 01 dlt'd h) IWO douhle Ii lit'" of 'ljuall' 
pUlli h lIlal b, tht' solid fOOl tending to I ('CUI '(°0 J h~ hnx.xh falb. ilHu 111Ill" ", (\pc.: 10. wmp;uillg Ix: ... t Willi hi ... 
;, i9;-, hom (:il crHC'lcr.Hi!i9 from Sikhe\tc..'r, 69H I fwm WOOdl'<1I011, 1\\0 hom Il amblcdcn neat llen]l', (32i:-, 
;wd :l27i) ilnd M3()1 lrorn DUU\lOll, 'ollhallt~.r· \ dattO of /-)C:lhl:"t:1I ~o Be dod AD 60 \l~(,llh Inn ... 1 filch. II> 

PAL\[OI.lTIIIC BIF.\CE (Ii·.,m sile (;1979) 

Found in fl'allll"f..' F22, tlm.lIlediulII sued Imp1t.-uu:nt ''I hc..'<I\ih p<llill.t1ed and hl'i:l\ih' wlk'd lFig. 2:\), "h" 
I ~pi(al ('X,llllpic (hard hammer slrU(.l, heel\ \ hunt.·d POllIll'd 10 (hOT d<uc) of the Iovvt:r to middle P,llacolilhil 
ubJet!s II'('qllc..'I1II) IUlllld in gra\t'I pit.'>, and (XGI.,iOlI<lII, ,-I., .... 111<I(c.., find, on Ilighel ~p an-I It:>1 L.ttt" Joe.tlh 
BroJ...c..·n III illlliqu it , it appeal~ to ha\'c..' been I"c .... o"";.('(1 imo a deavel, h~ 'nudc' appearann' i~ a (onS('{I'U'llu' 

of the pOOl (Iualit\ f1inl u,('d In i,,, mallufauulc (gl,l(ia lh dt'll\rd oltt.·u frmllranured Oim,nildabk 111 lilt.' 

.\:1 C. Kc..'l'\ ill , ', \n\ngln-Sa,on Silt.' ,II \tldlell 1)1 i\t.'. , \blll~d()lI . (hlordshin:', O\OIlU'Illlll, 1\'li ( 1992), 
::'):)-79, 

" \, Utilieid and II . SI. Ceorge (;ra\, Ilv (;h/\/m,lmr,' 1.lIkl' l'Il/ilKI'. \()I. I (19 11 ), 24H-5:~; \. Bullt'ie!. I hI' 
\1,m/" {.IlJ" rU/IIg" \'01. 2 ( 1953). 250-2. 

" M,R. lIull .lIld C E(., lIawle'). Prf-U(mUm BUil' 8nxKhn (I\'\R 16t-l. 198;). 
\4} (. ~imp~()n, 'Some Briti~h and 1IX"'ian Penannuhll Bro()(he'l and other Ltrlv H'pes in lilt" Rhineland 

/)/'(llm(lIl'~ Ign', ,111/UJ-jlll. lix (1979), :~J9-120 
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Fig. 22. I. (BI9i8. B2) lead objeCl. 2. (CI979. F22) bow brooch. (Drawn b~ j. Wallis.) 

\icinit}) rather lh,m indicating a lcchno]ogicall)' 'inferior' or earlier cLllttlr~. whiLh is .a common 
miSCOIll:eplion. Its presence may indicate deliberate deposition during the IA. 'Unusual' objects arc often 
found in lhi~ context at prehistoric seulements which suggests that the) mll~ ha\'c been picked lip in the past 
as 'curiosities', 

INTERPRETATION 

Early Iron Age 

There was only limited evidence of EIA aCLivit)' at Thrupp. Pottery indicates that the earliest 
features were pits B 1 I and B 18 (Site B 1978). Many later features contained some EfA sherds 
so it is possible thal pits B I I and B 18 were actually laLer in date but did not contain any 
contemporary arLefacts. Hmvever, finds of reasonable quantities of residual EIA pottery 
implies a widespread but relati\tely low intensity exploitation of the Thrupp area. Linear 
ditch 836 may, as suggested b)' its stratigraphy, also be EIA but no other featur'es can be 
confidentJy identified as belonging LO this period. 

Middle Iron Age 

E,zclosures. Gully 835 (Site B 1978) was, on the basis of its pottery, contemporary with 
penannular gully 832. This arrangement of enclosure defining an area within a settlement 
is common in the Upper Thames 'open' gravel sites.:n Gullies F48 and F49 formed two sides 

~i R. Hingle), and O. i\liles, 'Aspects of Iron .-\ge Settlement in the Upper Thames Valle)', in Cunliffe 
and Miles, up. cit. note 14. pp. 52-71. 



11K R \ ( II '" I '\ i' \ l:. R FIT .\ N n n () Ii \1 (. i' l- I l- 'S l:.' \ L 

3cms 

ol'.l ~mall. Icnangular enclosure .11 Sile CI9H .... \\hich, on the basi~ of their pottery, \H:re 
contcmporal\ \\ ilh features at Site C 1979. I'hi~ enclosure compares \\'ilh examplc~ at 
Farmoor th.H arc nlilsidered to be as ... ocialcd with stm k-raising.1)O( 

Pl'1/(/IIIIIt/ar (;ullle,\. Thrupp prodllced six clear examples. The\ resemble fealUres fi'om mhel 
Lppl'J Ihames L\ siles on first terran' gnHch in silc, lorm and orientation. i.e. penannulal 
to semi<:irlular gullil's van ing ('rom 10111. 1025 11"1. in diameter with entrances oriented SL 
to L fhe) are interpreted eililer ".., drainage sullie ... or a!> small enc\oslII·cs.'I!1 rhc I hrupp 
l'x<lmples share [he pattern ora "-shaped profile and ~1Il irregular construction. In addition. 
,heir [erminals and intersections broadened into hollow~ filled with cobbles. These arc 
simii'lI 10 examples excayated at FannoOl whith arc inrerpreled as ·sumps'.10 

FOj formed a crook-shaped arrangt'menl with FO-l \\ hifh \\as in turn linJ..ed lO F03 (Silt' 
C 1979). Similar dusters were obsencd at ~iLCS suth as Asln-ille ll and are ,"eferred lO as 
'annexes' proyiding working. storage areas 01' liH~~to(k enLiosures close to domestic 
building:-". AJlernati\e1y they arc interpreted as accommodation f()r extended families. I:! .\ 

\:lingle posthole (FO.i'2) suni\ed at the entrance to pcnannular gully F03 (Site C1979) th<lt 
had all internal pit (F05!3) whi('h is presumed 10 haH' been [ontemporan. Pit~ are common 
features of house Interiors, e.g. Clanlon Pike" and Jre interpreted as 'cooking hole ... ·. 

~~ I..lInu.id .. and Rohinsun. up. Ot. note II. Fig~. I. (), 10, 11 
·{\II.(:\lIcll. D_ ~Iile .. and S. Palmt:r, 'Iroll \gt: Huilding\ in the l ppel rhames Region'. in Cunlifle 

and \1I1c~, op. dt. 1101(' II. pp. 89·101. 
111 Lllnb.id.. and R()bin~on. 01'. ut. note.: I 1: ·1.(~.\llell ilnd !\'\..\ Robinson. 7111' Pr,/lIl/Oru- I.{l/u/\(flpr (llId 

11011 -IKt' Fnd(J\td Spl/ll'mml (1/ ,\1mgit'l Oil(h. IIrm/lI'ilk'll"lh-tdjmd. 0\(///, (Thamt:s "alle) Land~GlpCS; The 
\\"indrmh \"allt·, ~. OtT"'\'. 1993).11 

11 Pmringwn. op. rH. n()l(' 7. Fig. 1~. 
12 I~ OIt:\\CIt,' Lu(', BIOIl/t: .\gt: Oownltlud hOllonn and ~x"l\ali()ns at BlaLk Pat<.h. Fast ~us'ie~.:. 

P,(/( 0/ Pl"t'h/ltom ,"i(l( .IH (19H2). 321·100. 
1'1 Allen. 'lile\ and Palmer. op. Lit. nott:' 39. 
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Postholes (FO-l /2, F04 r'3, FO-l/4) associated with penannular gull} FO-l ma) be connected with 
an internal structure. 

F22 (Site C1979) is the on I) gull) whose entrance postholes (F22 I, F22/2) c1earl)' survived. 
These may have represented a porch or gate raliler than a door as they were located olllsicie. 
F22 was unusual in comprising stich a wide ditch bounding a small internal space. 
Excavation proved this was caused by successive recutting. 

F28 (Site C 1979) appeared to be a standard penannular gully but excm'3tion showed it was 
probably a fenced enclosure. Postholes were evenl) spaced along its base. A similar, though 
straight, example was excavated at Beard Mill, Sl.amon Ilarcourt.-H 

Features £2, £3, and £5 (Site £ 1977) arc interpreted as surviving traces of a gully, forming 
an 'annexe' LO E2. E2a and E2b ma), represent postholes of an interior structure within it. 

It is unclear wheLher the arrangemem of pits (0]-0.1,1'15 and Pl6 and PI) and the ditches 
between 01-D4 and between 05 and 1'15 at Site AI971 comprised a ~llA house site. It is, 
however, a distinct possibility based on their arrangement. The pOllery in their fills indicates 
that they were all broadly contemporary. 

Pil!J. Circular. straight sided, Oat based pits are generally interpreted as being dug for grain 
storage and latterly for rubbish disposal. ·r; B2 (Site B 1978) retained traces of a clay lining 
which supports this conclusion. RPI (Site A I 97 I) and F05/3 (Site C I 979) were located inside 
penannular gullies and their rectangular and sub-rectangular shapes Illa)- renect their 
funClion as internal house features, I rregular shallow hole B22 (Site B 1978) contained large 
3mounlS of burnt material and can be compared to FlO 13 at Fannoor,lI; and a 'hearth' at 

Stanton Harcourtl7 similarly situated \V. of an occupation area. 

Lale Iron Age and R01lum 

Linear ditches at Sites A 1971, E 1977 and A 1984 formed part of a system of N .-5. gullies with 
E.-\V. gullies connected to them. The N.-S. ditches lay along the edge of an area of what may 
have been marshland during Ihe lA Comparable ditches were excavated at Farmoor:H' The 
divisions may have defined small enclosures for li\'eSLOck or small rectangular fields such as 
those at Appleford.1!1 

The trackway at Site B 1978 produced no dateable artefacts but is presumed to have been 
LIA or Roman 011 the basis of its similarity to features such as the Roman trackway at 
Appleford50 and the droveway at Farmoor.·)! A fragment of MIA trackway was excavated at 
Appleford,:l2 however, and the possibility exists that the Thrupp example may have been 
earlier. 

II A. Williams, 'Excavations at Beard ~lilI, Stanton llarcourt' , ()xolli i'1i.lw. xvi (19.:')1), 5-22. 
4_j Parringwn, op. cil. note i, p. 31. 
16 L<lmbrick and Robimon. op. cit. nOte I I, p. 19 . 
... 7 A. Hamlin. 'Earl} Iron Age Siles at Stal1lon !Iarcomt'. Oxoml'llsia . xxxi (1966), 9. 
HI Lambrick and Robinson. op. t:it. note II, Fi2 . 

... 9 llinchclifTe and ~l1lOmas, op. cit. note 20, pp. 62-6. 
50 Ibid. 
51 Lambl·id. and Robinson. op. cit. nOle 11, pp. 25-30. 
52 Hinchcliffe and Thomas. op. cit. nOle 20, pp. 10-1. 
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COMLL~IO'\~ 

Probable grain ..,wrage pits and the impl'es"ion~ of grain on poltery and fired cla\ fragmellls 
from Sites .\1971 and CI979 show cere~lI s were being processed. and presuITIabh gro\\n, 
locall~ . rhe qU31llities of bones (primarily caule and sheep) indicates that animal husbandn 
abo formed an important part of the site'" econom,. Fragments of slag from an unrecorded 
leature and hearth boltom from Site C I 979 and IyrLs ji"om Sites A1971. B 1978 and 1:.1977 
indic~llc small-scale industrial activit,. If the archaeological evidence from Ihrupp 
rCpll"ltnts the 'H.:ti\'ilies of the same group of people OCClIP) ing the same area it nM, be 
\ iewed as a largeh self-sufficient mixed-tal ming lommlillit) ..,uch as that considered to ha\c 
been in existence at Gra\'ell}' GtI}.·'_1 Ihere il) no firmer c\idence \\ ith which 10 support Olll 
condu!'!ions concerning the type of farming practised at Thrupp because no environmcntal 
..,ampling \\'as llndertaken . 

I;lken as a whole Thrupp tits the generall) accepted pattern of settlement within the 
upper rhames Valley during the IA and car" Roman period!'!, i.e. a period of little 
recognisable change (perhaps se\'eral hundred year~) lollowed b) marked (hangc~ in the 
Roman pc,"iod . In common with other IA sites such as .-\",h\ ' ille ,";~ Thrupp ('ould be 
interpreled as lhe shilling of a single scttlemclll 0\ cr time ( po~s ibl) beginning at Site B 19iH 
then branching to Sites AI9il , El97i and CI9i9 CI9HI). 

It is diflicult LO identify phases ofou-tlpation at rhrupp other than lhose di~tinguishcd h) 
the pOllery from Sile B 1978. but perhap.-., the t\\'o seemi ng" di!'!crete cluMcr.., 01 pentlllnuial 
gullies at Site CI979 «111 be interpreted as separate oCTupation epi..,odes with the \\'. bemg 
eadiel. Settlemem shifted O\er time but \\as alwa)<;, placed 011 the boundan bet\\ccll Lhe 
drier first terrace gra\'els and the edge of Lhe floodplain . 

1 he ar('a surrounding Thrupp was illlCnsi\ ch exploited during the L\. A ~IIA site \\'(lS 

('",«waled at Ilome Farm .. ";) and this may be pan of the same general spread uf occupatioll, 
as 111<.1) Eight Acre FielcPti to the N. and the hC<1vil} disturbed ~llA and LL\ features 
(illcluding a possible pcnannulal hut gulh and numerous pits) and mall} unstratified L\ 
;herds reco\CJ"ed and investigaled in 1993 (NCR SLI j1H9iO) by the AAAIIS.17 Extensi\e 
peat depo..,its r. 500 Ill. to the \\ '. of I IUlIpp (N GR Sl 515972), recently eXGl\'ated bv the 
A ... \.-\HS.SH O\-eriay a limestone pa\ed trad.\\il\ (representing considerable effon by an 
unidentified local settlement) "lIld other f<:.Hurcs, \\ith associ.tted pouer) , which appear to 
dale from the l:.IA to ,\IlA period . LTnpublished e\idence (poller) scatters and coins ~Uld 

othel metalwOI k found by metal detectors) indicates ll1al the ridge of higher ground ano ... s 
the I'hames LO the S .. o\erlooking I'hrupp and extending 2 kill. to the S\\' .. \\as abo 
eXlellsi,-eh exploited during the L\ (pallicularh at Warrcll Farm 0:GR SL 325966 and 

.'t:\ D. Mdt.·." 'Conflin and Complcxil~: I ht' LaiN 1'1('hi ~lO l ) of the Oxford Region', O,/11l1fIHW, Ixii 
( 1997). 12. 

:'i~ 1'<111 ingwn, oJ>. cil. nOle 7. 
S", R. \in-;lie, 'hGl\<lLions at rhl'llpp. IICC11 R<ldlc" Oxon:, \.\I ,dl{/udl 1rduuol. 22 (1992), 6:S 4 1 
·,Ii A Mudd, ·The EXCa\;llion of a L C1tt· BIOIIIl' \ge, ~ .i.11 h lIOn Age .. ilc dl Eighl .\ut' Field, Rddl('\', 

()XOTllI'tII;I/, Ix (1995), 214 65. 
:.i \bingdon .\rea AI'chacological and HiSlOric;]1 SO(lCl\. unpubl. rct'ord~ 
'>.'1 R. Ainslie .. rhrupp. near R C1d lc\', S. ,\ lullofllil11chl/l'/I/. 29 (1999), :~O. 



IIIKll~I' IIOl.,,, F\H\I. R\DI.'" \.';1 

Culham Hill :\GR SL 504961). rhe mmt notable re(enl L\ disco\e~ in the Abingdon arC;:1 
has been the location of uppidum ditches surrounding much of the modern town cel1lrc:,9 
indicating thal 1,,\ Abingdon was a more subsilimial seulemem than had been appreciated 
previously. 

It is not possible to ascertain ho\\ much. if an). merlap occurred bet\\een the 
'abandonmcnt' of 1.\ seulement at Thrupp ilnd the laving OUl of the Roman linear ditch 
sy~tems. Ihe changes were pan of the trend towards a more tighth organised landscape in 
the Roman period, pos~iblr connected to the Roman ladder sculemelll to the~. ofThrupp 
• .It Goo')eacrc Fann. bll Alternati\ely, these may have been part of the field·system of the 
nearby \'illa at Barton Court Farm.til 1 he re·organisation of the selliemem ma)' have been 
associated with the growth of Roman ,Abingdon, There is no evidence to indicate that 
rhrupp wa') 'abandoned' as a result of increased seasonal nooding, It "'as probabl) too high 
for this LO have occurred. None of the dateable features exc3\'ClIed comained alluvium or 
peat \ .. hereas extensive deposits of peat and allu\'ium, dating to the same period, are found 
on lower lying land immediately 1O the \\'.,Il:! S. and E, (Fig. 2). Ilowe\,er, there would have 
been a significant reduction in the amount offannland acUacem LO water courses throughout 
the area. 

rhrupp WlIt.i exc(lY3tcd man" years ago with limited rCI.,Ollrces and under extremel~ 
difficult conditions. )Ian\ newer methods of recording and anahsis exist no\\ that did not 
then. h was dug by an amateur society who~e members fould not anticipate current 
archaeological praoiccs. It is a credit to Lhe exca\ator~ that am information has obtained at 
<III from such a large site over such a long period 01 lime. Without the benefit of modern 
recording techniques and the taking of cn\'irOnmcnlal \ample>, our o\cralJ conclusions must 
remain somewhat limited. 

LOCArION OF ARCHIVE 

Much archive material is deposited with the Oxfordshire Count) Muscums SCn'ice and 
Abingdon Museum. ~Iany finds are, however, retained in the pri"ale colieCliol1"i of members 
of AAAIIS and others, specified in the texl. are no\\ ulllraceabic . 
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