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Sul\l~IARY 

.1 11I1d to la/(' Iron Age ewlmure U'l1\ eXfOliated b)' (hlonl I rrlull'%glmll 'nil III 1998, ill (U/lIflllCf oj hOIlI/Ug 

dn.,l'lOPIllt'1l1 millie muthem ~dge of Blu\ln nit' l'I/([O.\U1P Iml1'ul to IllHlf hUll oj al/pw/ hi'O pha,}t'.,. and II 
U'm .Hl1TOImdpd b). (l nWllhn oj atlin boundar) titldlt'I, pilI, a human bto-inl and WI animal hwilli. The 
fllr/omlt' 11'lH ([reall) e1lUlrged til '''''If cum I plwll' oj ,t~ 1/11', hut appeared 10 hal'l' 1!1lr/fHfd on I. .. a Imgle 
home,tead. rht /Joller,) (1.\vmblagf jJ/aud the orru/mluUl at the nul oj till' lroll .-Ige. pO_Hihl) (({HUlg bejore thl' 
R01]w1l {ouque"t. 111l' fCOMmJ of the ~llp appean to horf bn'l1 ((l1gd..,. P(l~tOHl(, bill t'l'idl'1lCf jor WIIOIWl'" 

large caU/" and jor nonworking, \/lggl'\/\ IIIllI II ifill) lim't' butl oj II/gh,,. .\totw than o/hn knoll'll 
rmlll'mportl1)' \(111,111('11/\. Evicimre f01" farlier prfhi,tmi£ arlil"t.\ Il'(ll a/.\O foulld riming the l'_\(tli'lltIOlI. u'hirh 
rerol'ern/ a .HIIOll lJ.HPmblage of earlier Mp,wlilhir j1illlv lork. 

INTRODUCIION 

T hi"l report presents the rC!:Iults of an excavation carried out in the summer of 1998 b) 
Oxford Archaeological Unit (OAU). for the dneloper of lhe sile, \Vcslbun 1I0l11es 

Lirnited. The main description of the archaeology is preceded by a brief aCCOlllll of 
pl'chislOric and Roman archaeology eisc\\here in the \icinil), the background of the project, 
and the cxca\,ation Illcthodolog). Reporb on the ~lnehlclual and em iron mental evidence 
follm ... the description. and are followed b) a final sY11lhctic and interpretative discussion. 

LocaluJI/, IOpolIfoPh.l. geology DIU! .\01i.1 (fIg. J) 

The sile lies on the Ooodplain of the Lmg()!-d Brook around 300 m. to the N E. of the 
(onlluence of Langford Brook and Pringle Stream on the SE. periphcq of Bicc~ter (SP 
592222). I he land lies at around 67-9 m. 00. l'he undcrl~ ing geology of the site is Oxl()rd 
Cia). with Corn brash limestone and great Oolite n<.'.III». -I he immediate subsoil consists of 
limestone gra\c1 oycrlain b) bro\\n alluyial cia} and ~ilLs with fcw or no inclusions. I he 
topsoil wa') generally compact gre)-brm\n silt} 10<1111. I he soil is calcareous. with good 
preservalion of bone. blll not of terrestrial "inaib. The ground c-onditions wel-e dry' with pOOl 
preservation of waterlogged materials. Prior LO the eXGlvation, the arca was under ~emi
improved grassland divided into small fields by a series of hedgerows. These fields had a 
long histol") ofagriculturaJ usc as pasture, blll hael e\idcntly been cultivated in the medieval 
period, as ridge and furrow uossed the \\ hole area. ' I'his was known from aerial 
photographs. rl -hc furrows a lso showed up Oil the geophysical suney of the al'ea undertaken 
as part of this project and were identified during cXGlYation (Fig. 2). The ridge and fUlTo\\ 
was not ;:!1ways aligned to the existing 1::md boundaries. indicating that these were of more 
recent origin. though the Yariet\ of species ob~en-ed within the hedgerows was sufficient to 
suggcM thatthc) Illa) have been se\'eral hundred years old. 
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Fig. 2. Trench localion plan showing the evaluation, excavalion and monilored areas, together wilh lhe 
ridge and rurnw. known rrom aerial photograph~ and the geoph)sical survey undertaken as pall ofthis 

proJccl. 

Arclultologulll Backgrollnd (Fig>. J and 2) 

Lillie was kilo" n of the archaeology of the sile prior to the stan of the project. other than 
the ridge and furrow. No pan of the site was co\'ered by an)' entry in the Oxfordshire Sites 
and MonUmenL'\i Record (SMR) and it wa~ thought that the site had seen lillie use before the 
medieval period. Until relatively recentl) this was true of the area as a whole, with the 
exception of Bicester itself and the Roman town of Nchester. However, as more evidence has 
come to light through excavations associated with recent development around Bicester. it is 
becoming apparent that the wider area has been occupied since the early prehistoric period. 

~lo date, the on ly evidence of Neolithic activit) remains the single find of a polished SLOne 
axel around half a ki lometre to the SW. of the present development area. By COlltraM, 
substantial evidence of Mesolithic, late BronLe Age and I ron Age occupation was revealed in 

I Ox()n S\IR PR:'\ 7505. 
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eXGl\allonS by Ihe Birmingham Lnh'ersity Field Archaeology Unit (BUFAU) at Slade Farm 
to the nonh·wcst of Bicester.2 Excavations at Oxford Road, Bicester. also undertaken by 
BL F. \L. prodlJ(cd evidence of transitional I ron Agci Romano-Brilish scuiemenl.:i lhe 
Oxford ROlld silt' lies on the floodplain of the Langford Brook around 500 m. weSI of 
Bic:c~lel' Fields Farm, and clearh- has a bearing on the findings of the present project, 
ahhough the two settlements appear to ha\c been of somewhat different character. 

I here is \\ idespread Roman aClh'ity in the .,rea, The Roman walled town of Akhester, 
:{ km, to Ihl' S\\', of the site, lies £II the .lunnion of\kcman Street (linking Cirencester and 
~L \lhans) and the rowcester to OOl'chesler-on-rhamcs Roman roads, Suhstantial rural 
"'l'ltiemcnt, of uncertain charaner but possibl) indicating two villa complexes, is known at 
King') L'.nd Farm and South Farm, both nm, heneath housing estales on the west side of 
Hiu:..,tcl' le~:; than 2 kill, from the present site. I Around 500 m, to the SE. of Bicesler Fidds 
Farm il probable low stalus Roman . ..,ettlement dating lO the 2nd century AD has bt:'cl1 
identified by evaluation at Bicesler Park." 

I~rol{'fl bmkgrtJlllld (Fig. 2) 

\ :tl.l ha. I t')oidcl1tial de\clopll1t'1lI includll1g- .1.~'OCi<lled roach ilnd ,en'ice'; ;mel puhlic open ~pan' \\a' 
propo\ed I()J thi, 'ItC . .-\s (omidcrable archaeological e\id{'ncc had been reco\ered in the \'1(11111\, 
though !lOll(: \\<1, I..nown from the Slle, an arrhaeologirai (,\,llllation wa, required b{'fol'e planning 
pellHi., .. ion could be grallled. Coumryside Planning and \fanagemcm \\er(' commis.\iuned b\ Call1lll 
1111.,1(;'(', to compile dn archaeologiGll de~ktop ,,~,(,~.,ment on Ihe silt'. which was completed in J"nt' 
1996. BdnlclI-Chlll.. COllsuitann ..,ubscquenth (-ilrned out a g('ophn,ical ~ur\e\ on behall oflhe o.\l 
ill 199X.t; rhe O.\L wa~ coml11is~ioned b\ \\'e'ithun I-Iome\ I.td. 10 lIndeltake the field t'\'alualion and 
Ihi~ \\01'1.. 1001.. place in spring 199M. The nalU<llioll sll'ateg' \\<1\ developed III cOl1Sulldllon wilh tilt' 
()x{ol(l..,hill' COUllt, .\rdlacological Scnice (OC\S).i 

Iht' t'\(-Iluation invoked lhe excavation of:~3 two-metre wide trenches thall't'\'ealed a COI1U .. 'l1tJ'<llioll 
of ft.·atllll.''i III lht' st:.. pan ofrhe development sitt', Thc.,e took lilt: f()nn ofdilches and glillie~ forming 
it r('nangular encloslIl'C, and associated fcatlllcs,\ pO\~lble cirnliar structul-C was also It'vealed \\-ilhill 
the JIllcl-iol ofLhc cndoslIl'c, POllCl) rl'(O\creci (1O1ll IIICSl' [cilIUrt'\ indicated <t date lange ollhe 1111(1· 

btl' Iron .\gc (~I-L1'--\). 1\\0 undated rlildlc~ wert' Ihe onl) fealUl't'S to be found in Ihe we..,lCIIl hall of 
the \lle olhel lhan rhe I idge and fiJIJ'{JW uliti\'atiollihat wa~ c\idcllt \\Ithin the majority of the trcllthe..,. 

Sub,equt.·lIIh, planning permission \\,IS granted 101 Ihe proposed development with the umdition 
that all <t1chaeological recording allion he GUTted out in tht, area oflhis prniollsh lInknO\\ll Iron _\ge 
.,IlC. Ihe o.\l carried out this work during the ~Ulllm('1 of I09H in accordance With a .,lrateR' 
de\cloped III .lgreemel1t \\ Ilh OC \S 011 behall of the lotal Planning \ulhorit\'. 

F\UIl'aI1011 ml'll/Odolf)~f.Y (Fig. 2) 

Opell 'lI('iI eX(a\atIOth were undertaken III l\\t) <ldjoll1l1lg Mei.l'i. of approxim<lteh I :~.:WO and I,:;O() 
\<jU<lIt.' metres rcspeoi\-ch. The malll Silt" was I()(ated 10 IllH·,tigatc the mid to latc Iron .\ge 'ielllemt'nt 
('11(10'1I1l'. known fnull Ihe earlit'l ('valualion and geopiJ\'i<al ..,u!'\'e\, and the irnl11('diatd, 
'1I110unding- area. rhe second area, adjoining the ~\\" coIner of the main 'iite. was de\igned III 

., '.-\lchaeologllcJ! h.ca\allom at Slade bUill, Hi(e~tel. Oxl()f(I~hiJl'. 1996', Ol;omerlJw (lonhlOnllng). 
:1 (.. \[ollld, '_\11 ,\rrha('ologicaJ Lxc"vauon at Oxford Road, Biu:''itt'l', Oxfordshil'c', OWlIIemm, h;i (1996), 

6.l-IO/'!. 
I R. Chambt'r'i, 'Bi(c<;Ier, King') E.nd Fann·. CB,~ NI'K,ollfll (;mlljJ 9 N(,1l'I/ettn; IX (1979),123-5; 

R, ChdlHbt'n, 'Bicesler: SOIHh Farm Dt'\eiopment', .\,\lul/nlldl 11(1/(/('01. xix (1989), -19-50. 
'i Oxford .\rch,leological Lnil. 'Bitt'stel r;u k: Lmd South of I.ondon-Banbury Line. Bitt:'ilcr 

\Ilhat'ological F\'aluation Rc'pon' (unpubli.,hcd dielll n..-pOrt. 19m) . 
• , \, n_ H Bill-lieU , ' Bi(t:~ter Ficlds Fann, BIll'SICI. OxIOl'fhhin:, RepOil on Ihe Arc.hacologtcal 'lin t:\ ' 

(B<lllleu-Clilri.. Con~ultanC\. 1998). 
i Oxlordshire Council :\.rchaeological Sen in', 9N n07:; Ol I - Bicc!,lcr Fields Farm, ~lIlh ea!>1 BIlt:sler, 

OXUIl ll'"ief fOI :\.nhClcological Field Fvaiuati()J1 ( 19<j~). 
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IIwestigme a group of undated features identified in the onh other e\aluation trench With significalll 
qualllitic'!l of arrhaeologiLal ft:alul es, Where .1I1 intcrmillenl hedgerow. \\ ith ditch and bank. ran acros!'> 
the main area to be ex(a\ated. this was left i" H/u, 

Both ared"i \\ere stripped using a mechanical e'GHaLOr. Fifl\ percelll of [he discrete featUl'es and 
approximateh 25l.l- of the linear feature~ '" ere CXCd\ atcd b~ hand to recO\ er finds and em Iron mental 
sample .. , The standard OAL recording 3\<;lem \\a!'> emplo,ecl.1'I _\n extensive programme of 
en\lronmental sampling \\-as carried OUl. In i:lddilioll. as the t',aluatlon had Identified e,idence for 
metalworking 011 the site, I kg. samples h'ele taken to be tested for the presence of hammer ')Cale. slag 
and other metalworking debris from deposits considered IIkeh to contain such mareri<ll. 

An archaeological watching brief was subsequentl} maintained during construction in H)99 in a 
third area \\ithin the angle formed b), the two fully eXGH<Iled areas. The whole of this area was stripped 
using a toothles<; bucket under archaeological supervi<;ioll, but no features of significalll archaeological 
interest were ob')crved . 

. \RCIIAEOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION bv A.~1. CROf>L\R-1 Y 

The excavated evidence consisted of cut features, principalh ditches, gullies and pits. while postholes 
wele rare (see Fig. 3). Plough furrow,:, cros\cd the whole are.l. gene ..... I" aligned i\\\', to SE., iJnd 
modern land drains were also present. These resulted III all earher feature'!l being truncated and a los<; 
of some strat igraphic relationship!), Lutle \enital '!Itratigraph~ existed on the Site. so finds and 
horizontal relationships were used , where possible, to aid in the phasing of the sile as presented here. 
ilowe\er, the datable finds suggested the main period of me of the <;ite was relauvel, shon-Iived, 
making them of limited ,alue in distinguishing indi\'ldual pha .. e\. The limited vertical slratigraph) 
indicated 1\\0 main phases of Iron Age occupation. with a few earlier and later gullies, 

~1()Sl of the gullies away frol11 the main area of settlcment, and some other features. lacked dat.tble 
finds. Ihc\e featllres afe assumed to be later. wllh the exception of a lew that are demonstrabl) earlit'l 
than the 11'011 Age enclosure. Some of the gullie'i ha\-c been tenL:1.1i\'cl) linked by their apparem ph)'sical 
relationship to others stratigraphically later than the lmn Age enclosure to fonn a field system, but this 
is uncertain . The scheme presented here is thus an interprCl<ltion on l} for most of the smallel' features. 

Dating of the site relies almost entire!) UpOIi rhe pOlter) evidence, supplemented by Ollt' 

radiocarbon determination (see below). Thc pOlln~ is a<ssigned to twO principal (Q\'erJapping) groups, 
respectively of middle-Iatc Iron Age (M-L IA) and late Iron Age-l'ad), Roman (LJ R) dale, It is important 
to 1100e that these are ceramic phases, both of which are interpreted morc fully in the pouel") report 
(below). Csc of the label L1R, in particul<lI', refn~ to a ceramic style and does not necessaril) imply that 
contexts so <Iefined should be daled after AD "I:i. This issue is examined more full} in the discuslOion 
below. 

Tilt' natural 

Some .. anation in the composition of the Oxlonl Chl\ ()(ctilTed acros~ the exci.t"ated area. Thi,:, included \CI \ 
tenaciou .. green gre, da\. friable green, ellow or mid orange ~ih, cia" and bro\\ n silt ... gravel. 

rhl' t'lliciPllCf jor farlter prehi.\toric activit) (Fig. ~) 

rhe earliest anthropogenic e,idence from this site comes from feature 5642 in the S\\'o part of the 
excavated arca, an elongated pit approximate!) 3 m. long, 0.6 In. wide and 0,28 Ill. deep, filled b} 
redeposited natural (5641). This context yielded 50 pieces of worked flint of earljer Mesolithic date 
which mcluded a broken microlith and a backed bladeleL. The only Olhel find was a piece of Shlg that 
is thought to be intrusive. It is possible [hat the feature is an earl} tree-Ihm"" hole of Mesolithic datc, 
given that the flints form a coherent group (see Struck Flint report. below). 

Another feature in the western comer of the site ilia) also be of an early date. This was a shallo\\ 
oval steep-sided pit (5063), 0.96111. x 1.58 Ill . in area, and O.H~ m. deep. The lo\\<er fills showed e\ideme 
of mltural silting. though the primary lill (5082) yielded some animal bone. The tOp filJ (5062) could 

1'1 0, Wilkinr;on, Oxford Archaeological LilLI Field M.lI1ual (unpublished OAL IIlternal report, 1992). 
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have represemed deliberate infill or further silting. This consisted of friable. mid gre)-brown cia, slit. 
A smgle nint blade of ~eolithic to earl) BronLe Age dale \\a3 leLmeled from this fill. :-..10 mher datable 
material was retrieved from this feature, \\hich bore no stratigraphic relationship to any other and la~ 
berond the area of the Iron Age enclosure. 

A further 27 ninls of ;\Iesolithic lO :\eolilhic/ead~ Brome Age dale were found scattered across the 
site residuall) in laler deposits. A single quarLtite pebble-h.unmel· of ~les()lithic to BrOll/e Age date war., 
recm-ered from the later ditch 5552 (see Worked Slone report. below). rhese finds are sufliciclll to 
show there was some limited activit} in the arca during thi'i pCI·iod. The Im\ number of rcco\ered finds 
suggests [hat the le\el of aui,ity was small-scale. 

Glllhes predating the mid to late /ron Age enclo,,,ure (Fig . ..,) 
.\ number of gullie!> dud linear feature!> can be sho\\l1, un straligraphic g,ounds. to predate the main mid to 
late Iron Age end03ul'e. Ilowe\ler, the \"t'q lew finds I'cco\·ercd rrom the:'te features prO\idc no further 
information I-egarding their date or functiun. Tht' priru.:ipal group \\a, located in the S\\'o pan or the Irel1{~h. 
and comprised iI long. :'-:NL-SS\\'. orientated gull} (5680), 1\\0 gullies approximateh at I'ight-aTlgle~ to it 
(5688 and 5676) ,md a third 'ihort linear reature (5677). Gull, 5680 extended for 62 Ill. across the site before 
becoming lost at its southern end; three sections wert' cut. and showed it 10 he 0.35 Ill. deep, with a width 
narrowing from 0.8 m. to 0.35 m. towards its nonhern terminus. Gull} 5680 cut gull) 56;6, but its 
relationship v.ith gulh 5688 was obscured b\' truncation from the lilter Iron Age boundan reature 5148. 
Gullies 5688 and 5677 were not excavated. 

Three further shon lengths of linear featme were recorded that were ctll by elemenl.'; of the mid 10 late 
Iron Age enclosure. and are thel"t!fore demonstrabh eadieI'. Features 5720 and 571-1 v.erc cut b~ the first 
enclosure ditch, while shallow gully 5292 appeared to be cut by the ditch of the later enclosure annexe . • \ 
single flinl nake was recO\ered from gull} 5292, but this may well be residual ilnd is not necessarih <Ill 

indicawr of the dale of the feature. 
Full descriprions of these fealUres al'e available in the project al'chiH·. 

The mid to late Imn Age settlement 

The principal occupation of the sile is datable to the mid 10 latt' lIOn Age and look the form of a small 
rectangular enclosure, which was later enlarged lO the N., with an additional contemporary annexe 
enclosure added to the west. The main enclosure wa:-; found to contain several features that could be 
I-elated lO its occupation. including a single roundhouse structure overlying the infilled earlier 
enclosure ditch, and a cattle burial. Around this enclosure to the NE. and W. were contemporary, long
lived boundaries [hat had been recut se\'eral times. Outside the sOllthern side of the enlarged phase 2 
enclo~ure was a single stack-I'ing feature and a group of associated pits. Further south, awa}' from the 
enclosure, was an isolated pit containing a single human bUI·ial. \\ hich ma} be related to the occupation. 

The nulosure: phase I (Fig. 5) 

The first phase or the setllement consisted of a large, roughl) rectangular ditched enclosure measuring 
approximately 38 m. by 35 Ill. This ditch (5403 and 5708) was rough I) V-shaped in profile with an a\erage 
width of about 2.2 m. and depth or I m. (see Fig. 7, sections 2 and 3), though the dimensions varied between 
dug sections. The ditch was generall}' \\ ider and deeper tow,lrds the nOJ"them corner. This may ha\'e been the 
resul! of less se\'ere truncation by later ploughing or machining in this area. 

No evidence for an emrance was seen. It may be tluH the emrance Jay on the \\'estel'll side and \\'a!o 
destroyed by the construction of the philse 2 enclosure (see Fig. 6). The slight kink in the 5\\'. side of ditch 
5240 n1<l.~' be an indication or where !he phase I entrance la). AJternativel), acce~s may have been by mean~ 
of a causewa)' rormed by dumps of material in the ditch as suggested for the phase 2 encloslll-e (see below). 
Such a dump would not have been recognised without excavation. 

It would appear rrom analysis of the ditch fills that dilTerellt parts of the enclosure had different infil\ 
histol-ies. The pan (5708) or the phase 1 ditch inside the laler enclosure was apparently in filled first. This has 
fully infilled by the time of construction of the overlying phase 2 roundhouse structure (see below). During 
excavation of the individual sections of this ditch it was thought that ditch 5708 rna) have silted up naturalh. 
but when laJ..en together the evidence points to deliberate infill. Seyeml of the fills are clearly derived fmm 
tipping from a paniculal side of the ditch. For example 5157 appeared to ha\c been deposited from the ''''. 
side as it was thicker to this side, and the silt lenses within it were aligned down the slope rather than hing 
across the boltom, as would be expected with natural silting (see Fig. 7, section 2). The fills of the diOelent 
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secuom dug Ihrough this dnch \\-ere generalh fairl~ dean, and rdlenl'd all tht.' \ariations oflhe Oxford Chn 
natural ()b~r'\"ed on llll.!1 ~ne, sugge~ling ~Iiglllh llirTclt:1ll sollne for the difT('Tt'lll dumps of materi.ll ratll('r 
than Ihllllral ~llung Irom the ~ide!>. lllis deliberate dumping secm<; to h.1\e occulTed relali\'eh soon after tht: 
mitial exca\<llioll of the ditch a~ there was Jillh: e\idenc-c of weathering of the ... ides or Ilatural silting in Ihe 
bottom. 

Find~ of potteq, HUH, lin~d d.n and burnt ... tone "ere re~tnned to tht: lowe.,t and uppermost fill'i. This (Om 
Ix- explained il this poltion of the origin.11 endosure dlllh \\<lS inlilled at Ihe 'dme time a~ the pha,t' ~ 
endo!.un' ditch "as being eXGI\ated_ The first material frolll the phase 2 dnch to be dumpc.:d Into the earliel 
dllch would h.t\C.~ deri\ed from lht: ground surface. possibh IIlcluding archaeological matenal. "hill' later 
depo!>it'i \\()uld hint: comprised dean natural as eX«l\ation of [hc nc\\ ditch progressed. The latt'~t lill~ all' 
likeh to ha\e accumulated in shallo\'. depressions along the line of the mlilled ditch during the me of the 
phase 2 en(\oSlIre. Thi is especiall, true of the ol-ganic-rich acculllulation~ in tht' tops of the ditch \e(tions ,It 
the ~. (orner of the enclosure close to the phase 2 roundhou,e ~tluclure. -I·ht' potten from tht'~e uppernlost 
fills IIldudcd ... herds of late Iron Age/earh Roman (UR) d.llt' ill.lddition to i\1-LiA matc,"ial. whereas tire lo\\cl 
la,ers contained exdusi"ely ~1-L1A potlery. This supportS the sugKe~tion thal the upper fill-; <l.(WmUlaled 
siglllficanth l<lter than tht' main infill of the ditch. I he L.I R pOHel") from tht' late~t fills of this ditch I~ 
contelllp()rilr~' ",jlh that found in the dl·ip gulh of the nearl}\ roundhouse indicating thallhe lalt:!>t filb of 
ditch 5708 a«:umulated during the occupation of the hOllse dUI ing phase 2. 

In contrast, \\-here the ditch la\ outside lhe phase 2 t:ndOSlIIe (here numbered 5403), the lower fill~ \\erc 
charaucri<;eci b\ an accumulation of natural silts and \\{~dthering depo .. ib. rhese included onh oCl"asional 
finds, and mdlcate that this pan of the ditch was open lor along period during .... hich some occupation acti\'it\ 
\\<1 ... taking plilce nearby, but onl~ isolated finds \'.ere accumulating in the open ditch. The ditch \\as latel' 
infilled \\-ith .1 mix of dean deposits and dumps of· smithing and dome ... tic ",astt'. For example, three natul al 
... iltlng deposits filled (lit .=>4 J 2 h ith onl,· limited <lrchaeologiul mater-i<tl in the uppermost of these (5--1 1·1). I-hi., 
\\a~ cOlllpo~d of !>ome alllmal bone and burnt stolle, whilh i., likely 10 ha\e been f(li,h common aroulld il 
!>ettlcment site of thi ... dalc. This wa~ follo\\ed b) funhcl \\eathering of the :\\\'. side of the dil(:h (.5--115) and 
then a dump of Illuch more sandy sill" ith domestic debm (sec Fig. 7, seuion 3). Thi .. deposit (5-113) indudcd 
pOllt'n off\I-L1A and UR date. 1l1C inclusion of UR sherd~ in thi~ fill slIggem that it was like1) to ha\e been 
dumped dUring the occupation of the pha~e 2 endo~urc. 

In the southern corner of the enclosure (cut 5+11) the cinch was infilled b~ three successive dump ... of 
matcri .. 11 possibl, deri\'ing from smithing <tlld domestic <loi\it). ahcl the inaial period of nawr;tl silting 
I"epresented 1)\' the primar) fill (5466). ·rhe first ofthe"c (5--160) included the remains of two 5Ilmhing hcalth 
bOlloms, it pieu' of vitrified hearth lining, one shcrd of M·UA pOller), and sOllle fired cia>. The later deposil3 
contained smithing ~Iag, fuel ash slag, Glrbonised wood, fired clay, bone and MIA-UR pone!"). I his m;t) 
indicate that Mllithing took place in the \icinity, but it is !lot cleal when thi" occulTed. It i .. likel)' to ha"e been 
during the occupation of Ihe phase 2 endosure on the basi'i of the LI R I)otten and the fact that olhe,· ~t:uion~ 
of the ditch appeal" to ha\'e been in filled at tlli ... time. 'I'he li.tler filb of lhe earl) ditch, at the junction with lhe 
phase 2 cnclo ... urc ditch (5503), 8 Ill. to the i\JW., appear to be the same as tho~ of the phase 2 ditch and 
lOlllaincd a similar range of pOllen, suggesting ther \\ere (,(lIltemporaneous. rhis pan of the pha~e 1 
enclosur-t: ditch was e\identh open, <wd filled. dUring the second pha~e of ~ettlement. 

:'\one of the features inside ur <truund thi ... enclosure (all bc defilllteh attributed to lhe fir~t pha~e of the 
(Kcupation, though the single section cut lhl-Ollgh gulh- 56M J to the '\ \\'. cOlltained onl~ ~IIA pottel \. pO!>~tbh 
indiG.Hing that thi~ feature was also earh in the OClllpatjon of the mc'. This featurc wa .. 0.61 Ill, "ide alld 
extended SE .. -i\\\ for 16.3 m., before it Joined the ph<t ... e ~ enclosule dnch (.52--10) at Its northern end. I h<.' 
feature \'.ilS 011 lhe ~<Ime alignment as the phase I enclosul"e duch, but "as separated from it b) a:; m, gap. 
I he gllih wali 0.13 m. deep and was filled \'.Ith friable mid glc\'-blo"n d<t\ silt \\ith charcoal flecks. Thi\ 
dcpo~it contained it single sherd of ~1-LiA poltel"), and two .slllall piect.'.s of animal bone. It wa .. len similar to 
the top fill of the pha~e 2 enclosure ditch at Ihe point \\ht'lc tht') jOllied <lnd, despite a lack ofpollery, l"Ould 
ha .... e becn contemporal). This feature could havc fmllled all intel nOli di\ ision within the cndo'illle, rathel 
than it l;tnd d"i.,lon associated with lhe phase I cndosure. 

nte rapid infilling of ditch 5708 and the limited infill of ditch 5--103 pl·ior to the cutting of the phase 2 
ditches indicates that phase J was \el·) shon-li .... cd It m;J~ be that there were ne\er many fealllre., relallng to 
this ph<t~c, alld tho .. e that did exist wCI"e lellsed or de~lro"ed b\ the .sc<.ond pha ... e ofatti\-it\. 

The mclmure: phaJe 2 (Fig. 6) 

fhe main pha~c 2 enclosure ,,-as also approximate]) reuanglli<lI. but J.ugel· lhan the earlier one. Ihe illlcnOI 
dilllcn~ion~ of this endo~llre \\ere roughly 52 Ill. , 10 Ill., <In <l1·e;'1 of20HO m.2. It O\erJapped the area of the 
phase I enclmure, and la\ on the same N\\"'-SE. alignment, but h<lS cenu·ed a little to the;X:\\' \ dildu.'d 
anllcxe \\;1$ added to the \\-_ side, endosing a further area of 1258 m.:!. 

r"he S\\'o side of Ihe main enclosure was common to both phase~ .. \ recut relating to thi!. reUM: was e\'idellt 
at the S\\.Junction of the twO ditches. but was not recorded lunh('r north, rhi .. pan of the ditch IS not (t:nain 
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to ha\e eMsted in phase I, but it seems Iikeh that it did. The lad.. of e\ idence rna\ have resulled lrom 
thorough deaning 01 enlarging of the ditch during 1Iu.: phase 2 construCtion. The phase 2 enclosure dudl 
(5240) \\as on average about 2.9 m. \\.de. a lude broader than itS predecessor. It \\as also sliglllh dt'eper. 
around 1.1 m on a\Crage and t.;.shaped in prufile (see f'ig. i. ~(Uon 4). 

On lhe 51:.. side of Ihe annexe ditch 5239 appeared to Ix: a wminuation of the corresponding side nl,he 
main enclosure and ma~ ha, e been broadl) comemporal \ \\ ith il. .\t this point. the annexe was ahout 32 m 
\\ide. btll it narro\\ed to onh 14 m. in WIdth to\\ard, the' On the nonhern ~ide of the anne\c. ditch :;2:19 
''o'as c1earl) nOI d conlllluation of the main endmure dlu.h a!> il Wi.h ofTsel b~ about 2 Ill. During exca\aUon II 

was thought that 5239 was earlier than 5240 and had almo'it tomplcteh slhed up before being cut b) ditth 
5240. but the e\idence from the southern junction casts doubl on thi!>. Illi!> relationship h-a!> reinterpreted 
during post-excavation, as ditch 5239 \\as fi)und 10 termlllatc JtI3t short of 5240. The mall1 endo3llre ,md 
annexe sections of ditch, lhough roughh comemporaq·, \\CI"~ dug .. eparalcl~ and did not int('rsect eXlept in 
their upper le\els. Here the fills were \eq· similar and the exact relatiomhip wa ... difficuh to disH'IIl. I hen.' 
\-\-as no need for the t\-\-(j to he completel)· joined, as lhe) would not have had a drainage function on thi~ flat 
me. 

It is not len;'UIl that dilch 5239 was exactly colltcmpOr<lI)· with the main enclosure as it was ~lightl) 
narro\\er. and general!) more V~shaped in profile (see Fig. i. ,(.'(:uon 5). There was some c\idence Ihat ditdl 
52· to had begun 10 infill before 5239 was cut. AI the sOllthelll junctiun (5503) of the two ditches sanch !>iltS 
had dllllnlulated in the bollom and on the side of ditch 52-10. before the o\erlying sand, sill (5312). ",hirh 
forms the pnman fIll of 5239. was deposited in bOlh dH(he~. 

The~ two ditches had a very similar, probabl~ contempo,"an. histon of infil!. In almost all exca\·ated 
sectiam, the bottom of the ditches were filled b\ succe!l.!.i\e la, er-s of natural silting, to a depth of 
approximatel) 0.4-0.6 Ill. These fills were gencrall} fairh de;ln light-mid gl"een. gre\. yellow, orange or brow n 
clay silLS. slh\ clay.!. or sand) silts. reflecting Ihe character of the natural at the \arious points of the cilcuil 
Some of these lilb cOlltained occasional charcoal flecks as \\ell as mangane~e and iron staining. btll the KallC 
finds recovered from Ihem were largely restricted to occasional sherd!> of potter). fragments or bone or burnt 
limestone. Darker grey brown deposits contallllllg hIgher WllcelHraliollS of charcoal. pollen. animal bone 
and burnt stone, rt=presenting infill hI- deliberate dumping. o\erla) these naLUrall) accumulated filb. The 
polter} generall)" ranged in date from M L\-LI R. 1\0 dimncllon in date could be identified between the earher 
and later fills. suggesting thaI they related to the same pha!>e of occupation (see POllery repon, below). 

Especi.lll" though not exdusin!I~. among Ihc!>C Idter (ilb. apparently di!K:rete dumps of material could be 
discerned relating to particular episodes of dumping. These included groups of pOller) and animal bone:. 
especially· skulls. Some of these could be considered 10 be special deposits. LnusuaJly an almost cOtnplt'te UA 
pot was found withlll one of the lowest fills (5312) of the malll t:1lc!O'iure ditch althe sOlllhernjllncuon (5503) 
of 5239 and 5240. Animal skulls were not found in am dumps wllilln lhe enclosure and were rare in Olllt'r 
COnle>..lS. Other dumps and concentrations of potlery, animal bOlle. charcoal and burnt limeslOne could also 
be distinguished. In several sections the!>e were Itx'lted lOwalds tht! outel edge of the ditch suggesting the\ 
may have been depo!>lted from outside the enclosure. mdicallng (hat aCli\it\ was occurl'ing outside the 
enclosure as h-ell as inside it. 

Some deposits of burnt and unburnt SlOne seemed ({) have been deliheraleh dumped at pallicul.11' 
locations within the enclosure ditches. Pottery. bone and ~Iag were abo mixed h- Ith these deposits. It IS pt)!>slhle 
thal this a(cumulation of deposits was the result of some industrial or domestic proce!>~ carried out nearb\. 
but it is more lil..eh that the products of these aClI ... ilJ(~!> across Ihe .,ite "-ere concentraled here for a parucular 
purpose. 

C6w~u.'ayt!d mlranu\: The rnmt notable of these has In Cllt 5392. on the SE. side of the enclosure. \\here stOne 
deposits had been dumpt!d from earh in tht! histon- of Ihe duch. Only one thin laver of natural silting had 
accumulated in the base of the ditch at this point, befort= fi\-e successlvc layers 01 silty sand and silty clay I-ich 
in limestone were deposited on top (see Fig. 7, section 4). ben thi!> primar) silting layer (5391) contained a 
concelllration of potten, bone and burnl IimeMone along the OUler side of the ditch. The latel·la)·en wele 
imenpersed "ith denser spreads of limestone (5365, 5338 olnd 5281 - see Fig. 8). It is probable that the 
concentration of Stone ,-epresented a deliberate attcmpt to constnlCl a causeway into the interior of the main 
enclosure. The denser spreads oflimestone could ha\·e been intended to create surfaces. A horse skull, a sheep 
mandible (536·1 and 5310 respectively) and other deposit!> of animal bone were found widlin these la)crs. 

No other enU-dnce was identified in the plan of the enclmures 01 during excavation, but if this was indeed 
the form of entrance used during this phase of the enclosure il is possible to suggest others from the limited 
proponion oflhe enclosure ditch excavated. Cut 5260, to .... ards Ihe Sw. corner of the annexe. also contolined 
deposits nch in stone, some of which .... as buml. The depOSition of thc!>e stone-rich dumps seem!> to hint:: 
begun Sooll after lhe ditch .... as dug. ;-.Jo nalUral infilling h;:ld occurred before the first dump has made in lhis 
CUI. No dense spreads of limestone were recorded in this (ut, and it ,ielded less burnt slone generalh. bUI It 

may. nonetheless, have been dose 10 the edge of a similar causewa~· .. \ causewa) into the western enclosure 
would have been as necessary as one into the malll enclosure and thi.s IOC-dtion would ha\e provided eas, 
access to the stack-ring from the western annexe. 
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\ third pO'osible causewa\', slighth later III the .. equemt', Illa\ IX' lepresented b) deposit 5215 III WI 50)(), 
on tht' '\ F. "Idc of thc allnexe, nli~ deposil of "ilt, c1,l\. made \\ hen the ditch wa.., filled to within 0,,)8 m, of 
[i1e [UP oltht' Ult, lormed a mound \\ ithin the ditch 10 bling It level \\-Ith us surroundings. 

Ollwt mid to latt' hml , Ige fealllre~ atIll bmmdnrie, (hg, 6) 

\t ,,(line point pi ior to the complete inlill of tht' elldo ... lIIl' dll(h " ~hOIl "PUI wa!l added 10 the S\\ WI nel of 
Ihe .lIlncxc. rim "IHII' (5:n3) juu('d outlO\\ .l!('" lilt: WS\\ 101 (iM III It \\a~ O.i6 Ill. \\ide and 0.65 Ill. dt'ep. 
hlth ,I ~ICt'P ... ided, l-..,hapcc! profile, It nil endo..,ult' dildl j~t~9 al some poinl after the lauer had panialh 
,iitl'd up , hUI l>elo)"{'lhe <I<lll..er, find .. -rich depo .. il .. hhie h 100IIwd Ihe l'Ul'f fill .. oflhe cndO'oIln.' dil( h h,td h('clI 
dUTI1I)l'd, I ht, UpPt'1 fills of ft:atlln' 3:\ Tl l1liu(hed 111O...,l' of Ih(: t'IH Imlll e dit(h .. t Ihi>; (01 ncl. Hoth fill .. (5:?2S 
and :-):\20) wnt.lIned LI R potier). 

\ ,elie" of lllllall inlernllling di[chcl>, gullie ... and pi'" lOlIeltln'" Ilumb('ft,c! 511~ ('iee Fig, 9 llcnioll G ,mel 
J'ig, I 0 ) 1I1i1~ H'prel>Clll a boundary fealUn~ 10 till' \\' of tht' t'mlmult' ,1I11le'(c, A[ a point opplhite the S\\ 
(ornCI of [lit" 'iIlll('xe, ({'<Ilul"e 5l481urtled (()\\;lI{1\ lill' S\\'., il!ld rail illlo lhe cdgc oflhe eXl<l\il[ion,.\ \ariet' 
01 (\;1\ "tit, ilnd "'Ul(h "ill'. gener<llh \\Ilh o«dsional-1II0dcliI[(' (11;tI{()al fleLb fil1t;,d thill gmup 01 (cdtllll'S. 
\I,UI\ of t"t'~t' depml'" yielded pouer\', alii mal hont' i\nd 'or hUlllt '>IOlle, and Ihe pOllen I'ang('d in datl' hUlII 
MI\ 10 UR,;j~ in olh(,l pails of tht: ,>itl', ,\ "ingle It"ldual ITIOlKhl'd flint llal..e was lel'()\('led hom [h(' 
pi illl,lI \ fill of pit ;;()66, 

\ IItu(h slIIillier lJOunclm, ditch (5552) .... a' lora[ed III tltt' S, of kat lilt" 5 11H, Thl' lela!iou,hip bl'l\\c('n 
Ihe't' t\H) fl'alule, \\as 11m lear, but it .,t."t'lIlt'cllil..eh that ,l,n~ !' ,111 Ollt 011 an l:. ,~\\. alignmcnt from tht' lOI I1l'l 
01 511H I() \\lIhin 1.4 Ill , of the dilch ~pur P:H5) jUltlllg ";\\ 1lUlllihe mrner oltltl' pha.,e 2l'IKlmlllt· dildl 
.-)2:\9.\[ thi., poilllII lurnerl10 l\ln SE. fur I:\.~ Ill. POIIl'I\ ot \1 -11\ delle, frequentlh.ncoal fled.!> <lnel anllll;11 
bone \\l'l(' ((HlIld IIltlu: upper \;(\('1" of fill \ tlllrrl,m,,11 gulh (>:\26) \\<1 .. IClorded in Ihe M(';! to Ihe~" (jl 
~)I·IH ilnd ~,552. bill il!llel<ttiomhtp 10 tlu' I,ll Kt'l ICiltllle, It'llt.tim ulldcill. 

I hc dilll('n~i()m of diu'h 5:)52 <lrc wmp<lIablt, \\ilh IIICht: I)f dud. 'I)tll .1~7:J, and Iht'il fill~ \\t'Tl' \t'" 

'Lillthu tn tharil( ICI', wilh 1l,IIurilih arulIllUl,lllllg "ilh .Lnd h(,"lhel ing filling tlte 10\\t.'1 pill t of tht' di[rh, h hilt' 
lltt' top O.2-0.:\.5 Ill. wa, Itlled hlth deposits IKh in {h<lIm.11 fletl.. ... ,lIld find!l in ea<.:h (a~e, ,\ POI[t'I\ 'plead 
(3397) (:ont<lining <llmO'iI-complct(' \e"eI" lay \\itltill [he (OP fill of llli :)396011 the E.- \\". OIielll'llcd aIm of 
:-):,52. Silllll .. 1 <':olltcntl;}tiom 01 PO[lt'I\,lIlcllldillf{ ;lImo" tOlllpit:[C p()t~, \\t'rt~ r('co\t'll'r1llUlIllht: uppel fill, 
of ull 5:)51 III the '\,-~. aim of thi~ '.1II1t' leatule (Fig. II). III(" maimil\ ollhi .. pOllcn h;h of l.IR d<ltl'. 
although m<lteri.d fanged in d<l[(' fmlll ML\ to IIR, JIlL ... 1II.l1en,.1 "«(I.-dcd \\el1 \\ilh \Ihat h,ld bt.'('11 
IClon'H'd flOlll the Iilter filb of 5:n:l, hom !hi .. nidellCt.' il "t."elll~ lil..t.'h [hal tlU'~l' t\\O fcatun" ale rd(llt't\ 
,tl1d (,dn thus Ill." tied to lhl.' Ollllp;uioll .. nd tl\e Ilf the ph.l~e 2 ellllo .. ult" rhcse two hound,n'it,,, lOllld han.' 
bel'n 1Il1('I1c1l'd 10 do~l' oil the .,OIuhcnI cnd 01 [ht' pm,ihl(' d\()\('\\<n h.'t\\Cl' n Ihe W ~idt' of tilt' pha~c.' 2 
t'ndo,UI(' and Ihe lOI1lClllporan bOll urian 51 HI. 

1 he fil1;tllilll';11 fealure (5i 11) was lora[('d in the 11Il! ,ht'llI Hlrilel of lbe eXl(l\il1Ce! area. 11 apPt';IITd 10 

11111 IOllKhh F. - \\. approxim;Ltl'h 16m ,\, uflhe pha.,e ~ ellrl()~lIn,', Onh one ~et:lit)n "ii' cXGJ\au"d thlo\lglt 
Ihi, k'alllll·, hl1l<1t \\il!l (olllp()~t'd of .1 '>t'qllenn' of gullil''> (;1()2 1. ':)(i~.B ;tnd 5625 - !lee Fig. 9, ~('ni{)n it I he 
finl of 111('"t' (5625) \\;t!> in exces .... of I ,~l Ill. \\ ielt· ,lIld (1.15 111, dct·p, fillt'li IH a <'ingil' depmll of Iriabk' Illlxed 
mid \dlm\ hrown ,lIld pale gre\ ~and, ..,ilt h ith ()("('''\lol1allll;lIlg,lIle''l', Kril and dlar(oal f1(:l k ... h hi( h \ tddt,c\ 
\II, \ pOllel ,. ·1 hh \\iI~ UII b\ anOlhcr smallcr gllih 0(23) on thc 1l00lhern ~ide. This featul (' \\<1.., .. mallcr, onh 
(I..) Ill. \\ iell' and 03 Ill , dccp, The featllie 'hIll I e( lit to Iht: '\. hit tht' Ihird lime a .. a ~light" largcl gull, (5G21)' 
()"7~ Ill. \\ide .!Ild 0,33 Ill . deep, BOlh Lhc'>t' gullie, h(')(,·liIll,d with ~llIlllar 1ll0l't" tenacious mid gll'~ <la, ..,ilt, 
llIottled \\jlh OI.lllge bn)\\n, Ihal abo cOIll<tilled (Xfd"iOlltl l rh'lI(o.J1 flClks and mangililelle, \'0 fim!.., Wt'!t' 
leto\('I(:d hom t'ilhl'1 of th('~ I"C(lIl!1, Fe<lllll(: ,)ill (\IIwd Ilorlh\\ardo; ill lhe lIonhelll (Olnt'1" 01 til<' 
e,\(d\ill('c! ,Ilea \lIgge .. ting Ihat II Illa, h;l\e formed thl' ,oulhclll bOllndan of <In C'ndo'"I(' thai I;n bc.'\ond 
thl' t."dge of eXGl\i.uioll. Dcsp lLe lhe 1,1(1.. of UR P01tt:I\ hom [hi., '-t'([ion II i .. lil..eh that Ihi, boulld,ln \\,\, 
hll)<l(II, (OIIlt'lIlpOIJn \\ith boundan 51 H~ anel tht' flU UP,1I10ll of tht' lII.un pha,f' 2 elldo"ulC.'" 

rill nUII/)(llum (fig" 6 and 12) 

I he mall1 l'\'idel1«" 101 occupation \\ilhin tht' endo~Ule lOlllpn,c, <t 'inglc lOundltomt.', and ,eH.'I,d 
OIhl."l" <tpp;tn'nth nllltelllporar~ fealUrt.'~ indlldlllg a ,mall annular gulh and various pll" and gullie" 
\\ ithin <Hul imlllt.'di'llcl) outside the t'lldo"iure, 

Tltf /'OIIIIllfw/lV (Figl, 6 and 12) 

,\ lotlndlwus(' wa"i identified within Iht' ,e(olld phil~c en<lO"ilile. <llId il appt.'ared 10 ha\t' beell rcbuilt <lIlel 
Il'defined Oil .. lIl1mhel ,,(occasion;;, rhe I ('main' nllht· roundhOlt"c.' I.()Il .. i"ed Of.1 sCl"i(''l oi.lIllllllat Kullies 
,md pOlllholt'!>. thc gulht'" mel h ing Lhe" dildl of the lint pha'l' t'lIdo~UIt' hOllndan', l nf01"lunalt:h ,he art'a 
of Ihl' rollndhou~e had been disllIlhcd b) a ,t'lit', 01 later Iint."<l1" fcatull'" ~o lhat il \\clS impo .... ible 10 let()\t'l 
iI tOmplell' pl.1Il of the stru((un." and. O\\ing 10 time ('om[r,lInt~, II \\ill> ollh possible 10 ext"a\ale till" IllOrt' 
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(('II'lIn of tht: pt)\"ible pmthole\, Onh Iht" exca\alecl pmlholt: ... lIe dt:\uibccl here. Ihough all fealllre"!o h,lH' 
lx.TIl illll~tI;ut'd (I· iK· 12). whether cxca\ated 01 nOL 

Ft'\\ ~tratigraphit. IcLuionship"!o \\er'e e"!olablisht.'fIIX't\H·l'll these le.ltl1re". 'i0 plusmg is dilucuh. lIo\\e\er, it 
"likel) th .. H Ihe lemain., ollhe earlit'''l strurtures would be the 1Il0.,t fragmt'ntan, ha\ing been eroded 1)\ the 
I<ltel o('ulp.ltion. 011 till'. haw> II i'i .. ugge .. led th.u lhe earlle"!ot l'Ouudhome i\ defined b\ three length .. of 
.lIlnul.lr gulh ; :;iI5. 3i21 and 5716. Terminm 5i21 IIldlt<IU.'\ Ihal Ihe entrallce 10 lhis hou~ faced Ihe )~ , 
I hi .. m." ha\e been followed b\ another .. imilarh UI it'nt.tled ~t11101lre defint'd b\ gullies j:,}IO and :;-121 , 
Cull, .'}:,)IU \\." 0.8111. in width .• mel cOJltained a I.u-gt, dl1l0U1I1 of hurnt lime"tone in a moderateh compao. 
mid gle, "all(h sill. '0 mhel finds were recoHTed from tim feature. 

rhe onh .,tl',Uigli.lphi( It'iationship lo be t"swblished ;"howed lhal gulh 3:110 was ('ut b, gulh 3139 (Fig. 
12. \ClUOn 1·1). Cully 5159 i;" lhe laiesl and mUSt complete circuil of Ih4: three. ICrminm :;·121, lhought to be 
a.,\()claled \\IIl! Ihe second sLage oj'thc mundholl\t:, min abo h<l\t~ n:laled 10 tim. third stage .. trll('turt~. Cull\ 
31:;9 w.1"!o g<"llcri.t1h shallow; vaning frum n.H-().S5 111. in \\ichh ;lnd O.()-I-O. I Ill. in depth. with an intel'llal 
diaTlletel 01,111110\1 13 Ill. In .. e("lion it wa\ l'Oughl~ 'iymmt'tril;ll. wnh faid\ sleeph inclined side~ .mel a nilt ()I 

,h ... IIO\\1\ concaH.' h.l,e. deepening where it (T()\!>cd the ,ofu'" lill oflhe l'arlier enclosure dillh. II wa~ filled 
In deposits of \('1"\ dark gle~-hrown to hlatk tla ... !'lilt \\ilh Irequ<.·nt f1eck.~ .we! fragmenl!'l of charcoal. \\hith 
,iddcd UK pOllen, animaf bone and bUlnt .. Will'. 

rhis gulh can I)t'!>t be intt'l'preted as a drip gulh .,ulTounding a 101indhOlise. II i, centralh phlled within 
lhe main philo;e 2 ('nelmure. dlld is likeh to ha\e been (ontempolan' \\iLh il. Ilhide Ihe cirCUli (lfthe gulh th<.' 
nalural wa'> merLllUI)\ a la,er of ('ompa<.l. lighl blOwn (I." ~ilt wnh ()(ca"ulllallime~lone fraglllem'> (.=):13i) 
;uound n.o.') Ol. elt.'<"p. Thi~ la\cl' \ielded wme \mallullldentilied (nunbs of \I-U\ pOllen during \ie\ing. 
bUI lin olher fjll(h. It \\a, JIIterpreled as an oHupation I"lel, exi"!otillg a"u did onl) within the confjnt'~ of thc 
'truCiure. Ihe Id.lli\eh clean nature of lhi~ depo!lH III <.ontra~t to the fill ... uf the as ... x:iated feature., "lIggc" ... 
Ihal this m,,\ nOI lltl\e Ocen the main {)("(,lIpalion I<lH'1" hut the II unt:ate:d remains of a deeper Ix:cup,uion 
depo ... it. 

\ 'jingle as'jociated leature (5426) was rewrded insiclt.' the l"Oundhome. fhi .. leature \\a!l (JHuhu \\!lh .1 

dii.lmCler of OA m. and tl unrated to a depth of O.O:i Ill. Il Wi!;" filled h ilh fliable mid-dart grt'\ brown ~dlld) 
\ilt \\ilh .,ome c.:harroal. I he intl'q>l'elalion of lhi\ fei.ltuH' 1\ lIll(t'rt,UIl bllt it" ~hall()\\ nes;" I1ldte~ it unlike\\. to 
ha\e ht'cn a pO'>lhol(' .. \ depmit formed b\ bunllll~ m \,/11 " anolht.'r p("".,ibilit\, bUI the ~illlilarit) to Ihe fills 
01 Iht' drip Kulh .,IIKKC\1 Ihat charcoal Illa) han' l>een \t.·I, ('()flllllOn III the em irollS of the roundhou.,t". 
though 110 ht'<II'lh has been identified. 

\ 11<11"1"0\\, app<il'clllI) original. entrance 1.25 III ,,,de l"htcd on Ih<.' \\'. ~ide. while the main entralKe w,,, 
ptubabl) located to the ~E.\ KrouP of four stone-filled pO;"lholes (57Ii) ht're located on the: edge of tlit., 
pl'Oje<.lt'd drtle of Ihe drip-gull). whit.h W,I' ab ... cnt .It thio; pOlin ( .. ee Fig. 12). I hese pO!>lholes vaned III we 
OIlid shape. blll Wl'le gene:rall}' oval. around O.611l.longbv 0.5 m. hide, and 0,2:>-0.3 m. decp. 'rhe) werc filled 
with 1'1 iable dill k grl" sanch silt w'ith 1O-500/t Iillll';"lOne slnbs. IOllghh hall of \\ltich \\{,It' bUl'I1l. ilnd \\hidl <II'C 
likcl) to ICPI't'\{'lll P(hl.pilcking. "\0 deal' e\lclt'llc.e of pOSlptpt'''!o \\as found and It is likely that the posts \\elt.' 
I)ullt'd OUI Ie:a\ing the d"lurl>ed post-pilcking to fill the hole ..... \ singlc sOI .. III, unidentified sherd of ~ I ·I.L\ 
pottel) W<l~ len)\e:red from the fill of po"'lhole 5314. hUl no Ijnd., w{'re I'('{'overed from any ollhc olher 
pmtholes in the gmup. Ihe group \\as inlerpl eted <l!> forming Ihc porch lor roundhouse structure 5159. bllt 
lila, IMH' leI .. ut'd lo all\ of the earlier hOlI ... e stnlc.:ture, or hone becn u ... ed in more than one. 

Ihl' ,/ark-rwg lImi (l,\Jonolfti pit dlL.lter (Fig'. (j ami I-Ill) 

Immedialeh oUlside Ihe SE.. dilc.:h of Lhe annexe \\<I!> a ,m<lll annillar gulh 5i I K (CUI :>242 - see Figs. 6. 13 .md 
I 101). Thi~ gulh \\;10; 0.38 Ill. wide. {J,lt m. deep .. md lhe w hole feature had an external diameter of around 
:\.2 m. \ <irculal" pil (52i5). 0.91 m. in diameler b, 0.3 Ill. deep. \\-ith almost \ertical sides and a flal base \\<1\ 

IOGH<.·d al th{' t.elllre orthi~ ring and ma, hale been nllltempor .. lr\ \\ilh it. Both features were filled wilh single 
dt.'po!llts (II friable grn bro\\n e1a~ silt. with occasional <hal"(oal.lhough the: fill ofLhe cemral pit was mottled 
\\ ith mange, nle fill of the gull) (.32·11) yielded U R polten. a single piece of unident..ified animal bone. flint 
and buntt .,tone, "hile the fill oftht: ('enll"al pil (52i I) (,OIHained animal hone. burnt stone and a flagment of 
,nHl1ung slag. 

A group of SCH'II olher pits, C()lIeCLi\eh numlX'1 ed pit group :)·1 t9. CUt IX)lh these features and lht' t.·dge 
of lhe .tnllt."e di((h ( ... ce Fig, 1 la). These pilS \\ere generally <Ill ova!. m roughly circular. and varied in <Ire" 
front O.i8 m. x O.2S Ill, 10 1.5 m. x 1.1 Ill" and in deplh from O.22-0.6i Ill. \11 wele lilled wilh friable mid gt('\ 

brow'lI day silt with occasional <.harwal fleck.s and fl'agmt-nl ... I hO~t· funing the edge of the annexe dilch 
(5·E)1 and 5153) were Illouled hilh orange mangane'!ie "l<lining. ;\lost of Ihe pit lilI'!i contained onl~' <l ~illglc 
deposit lIsl1<llh, though IIOl aJwa\ s. \ielding pouen daling 11'0111 \11\ 10 LI R. animal bone ancVol burnl "!olOlIl·. 
but a serie~ of indl\idual dumps of different L\pe, of matt.·llal «wid be di'ilinguished wilhin two of Iht' larg<"1 
pil'i (5273 and 52ii). 

Pit 52i3 had a priman lill of friable mid orange brown din silt with ouasional charcoal (j38.:;) \\-ilh \fl.\
LI R pOllen. <lnllllai boue and burnt \LOne, .\ dump (53~6) of burnt ~tone and animal bone. mduding <l 
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fragmenlan hm-\c ~lllii. on'ri,1\ this. \nother laH-.r 01 da\ "it (~d69) I\lth frt'queJll chal-coal. ~omc ;lIulllal 
bone and burnt ~lOne \\'a<; follollf'ci hI a dump 01 pOtl('r\. Animal bone' and bllrlll stolle (jJjX). Tim '"'' 
()\criain h~ .molliel I<)\el orela\ "ilt "ilh Irequ(>nt (.harnMI (:l:!72J (olll<lining pOllen. 'iloorn\,ej~ht Ir-.Iglll(·nt 
Clnd .. Plt'Ct' of "mithing slag .. \ dump of pOllen. induding a IIhole pot. .mel nH) h<l~lllenL.ln. but .llmo,! 
{()mplctt' POl'ii. and \onu..' burnt limeslOlle fragmt'n!" (:129-l) completed the ... equellt.:e. Iht' sequelU .. c in pit .V;1i; 
\'.IS \(~I\ ~imil.11 in characlcr bUI laried !>Iighth III detail. rhe fi,·.;;! depmil in Ihi .. pit lIa" a dum!) of hone 
fragmenl<; .1I1e1 bumt IlIllcstont' (5316). Thl" \\;\' O\erlain b, al,nel offri'lhle mid orange brown da\ ,iii \11th 
O«a'ilollal (h'lI(oal (5296). and !>uc(('eded b\ <Inolher dump of burnl ,IOlle ,md .Ulimal bOlle .. \ .. e{()nd 1..1\('1 
of da\ 'iilt "ith o("(;]!>ional charcoal (5276) wlIli.lll1ing pOI ten. ,lIl i1morphou .. piece of fired cla\. a II aglllc'nt of 
loomM:,ighl and .. 1 small Inlgment of iron meda\ Ihi .... \ fln.tI dUlllp of animal bone and hllllll limco;wl\(· 
(5261{) {:olllpleted the ~t'quence. These pits. the others ,\ilhin the annutu- gulh and Ihat gulh u ... elf wele 
O\erl<1in In anOlhe' la\t~1 off,-iable. I"t'r\ dark black bn)\\n d,1\ ... ilt 'Iilh frequent charcoal (,121 :1). !-tnch of 
1.1 R pouery. ;lIlilll<l1 bone. bur III stone and fired d,H. including loom\\eight fragments. came Irom I hi~ !;.1H' r 

I hc penannular gull\- and possibly al~o Ihe ("('n\nll pit prohahh represent a '(del-ring w~ed j()1 the ~torage 
of fodder on the sile at ~omc point during the hfctime- of the pha ... e 2 endo~Ule. The fill ... of dome~ti( and 
indmtri<ll \\-aSI(' in both these feature<; and the merhlllg pit<;, ~tlgg{'<;t that Ihe ~tack-rillg- w(,nt OUI of u ... e 
during Ihe period of occupation of Ihe site and Ihal the empn (eat me ... \\e,·e lIsed for the di~po",ll of \\<l3tc.·. 
It IS lilel)- from Ihe numhel ofinterelltling "aSic-filled pits hert'. that tim localion beeline a regular dU1l1plllg 
ground in Ihe 1.lIer 'cars oflhe selliemem after the entlosure ditch had al le,I\1 panialh infil1ed 

Ollir,. (Onlfmp()ra~· jnllure\ 

\ numl.>el of fealure .. "uhin and around the enclo,ure aho "eleled \I-UR pOllen and illC like" 10 lx, 
contempol<lrI \\ith. or at leasl open at the lime of. lhe occupation of Ih(' enclmure. Ihe~ induclcd \ariou" 
pi IS and ~hO!t lengtll" of g-ul". The pi I!> occurred SUlg". III pair) and in group,. SOllie gulhe .. "crc lei<tlt.'Ci 
~llatigraphiGllh \11th thc,e groups of pit ... and nne group ma\ h<l\(' iwt'n it ~t.'(()nd "t'lCl-nng. Gener,llh. 
ho"c\cr. the oliginal funclion of lhe,e featllre~ i!l 1II1(ertalll_ \I.UII \Iere bi.l(lfll1ed \lith \\<I~te indicating ,II 
lea"t .1 \t'(()ncian 1I,e for rubbish disposal. 

--1/m\\;b/, If("OmJ ,ltu-k-rmg (Fig. lotb).\ group or fe.IIlIlt.'~ (wllnIlH:h Illlllll.x:red 56-13) Ollllpn<;lIlg il hCi.l\lh 
tlunldted cuniline<lr gull,,· (55tH). a pit (:;5I'tl) illld Iwo pmdlOlt', (."l390. j597) "ere lo(aled around II 111 . ..., 
of lhe r()undhou~e \\-ithin the main pha!lc 2 endoo,U!e. J he gulh. \lhich \\a~ 0.25 Ill. \lide (lnd O.IH Ill. det'p 
II ith an infcrrl'cl ciiamt'lcl' of around 3 Ill .. WilS (olllp;tr"blc.' In ... il(' to I ht.' ,mall Mlilular gulh of lite 'it;.t<l-ring. 
I I~ fill re'{,lI1hlecllhl' fill ()flhe late!lt of thc n)Llndll(Ju~l' gullie ... (:1159). and )ielded LII{ pOlIt.·n. ilililiMI hone, 
flint and burnt .. lone. Pit 55H3 cut tlti~ gulh at il!> t.'a,l{'111 1{'llIIlIlm. It \Iil~ tlrcular. O.3H Ill. decp. \Iuh it 

dii.lmel(,1 of 0.72 Ill. and it fill (558·1) similar to thal of Ihe gllll~. wllti.lining M-I.IA pOllen and Itlrlher ;U1l1n." 
bone <tile! hmnt !>tone. Posthole 5590. 0.3 Ill. III dialllt'ter and 0.22 m. deep. lay 0.13 m. 10 the SW .. ill the' 
cemrt.' of lht' <;cmi-flrcle. A second poslhole (5597) O.J:l m. "crm~ ilnd 0.1 H Ill. deep. was located 1.73 Ill. 10 
lhe Sf:.. BOlh pO'ltholcs {-olllained dear postpipc!I. 0.21 U1. and 0.1-1 Ill. ill diameter re<;pt'cmeh, and Imu",!>wllc 
pmt·pacllllg. SlllIili.lr 10 that used in lht' po!>thole'i of tile roundhou .. c porth. '0 finds \Iere rc(O\cn:ci hom 
the fill... of thl· ... e po!>tholcs but it is likeh thai Ihe\ Wl're wllIcmpman ,tile! a~~oualed \lith Ihe guill. 

The inlel pll'lalion of I hi!> group of f('atufc!> I~ Ullc-ertalll, allhough it could bc suggc"led lhilt the gulh I!> 
<III that lemaim of a ploughed-out <;lad-ring HmC-llife "ith po...lhol(' 5590 ,II lhe centre. lalcr med f01 til{' 
dumping of \la!>IC. a!l lIilh the olher sta.cl-ring ()ut!lid(' the endmule. rhe apparent" a!l!>ociilted ... mallel 
pO<;lhole is not p;'lralided in the "tael.I-jng group oul~lclt' the ;11111(·'\t'. and lhere i!l no c\idenct' lh.1t Ihe {entl <II 
pil of lh,lI gmup was e\·er stOne-pacled. The .. tollc-pa(ling (ould <lell\c horn a sc<:ond'ln rt.·me of the~e 
fCiiture!> .lIlcl the ~t .. (k-I-ing pas~ed OUI of u<;c. 01 it nM\ be thal thc \I hole group represents a worklllg ar('a 
\luh some fe>rlll of semi-cireulal- shehel to the ,\\ 

Plt\ (Fig. 6) Pit group j~15·1 eomainmg \ 11 \-LJ R pOlit:I \ ",\, 10("illt.·<I :l Ill. to Iht.· S\\"o on I he edge 01 clldoo,lIl e 
dil(h 52·10. Iht' cdllit: ... t and most non her h of the pll'i. 352M, \I a, ()\ ;\1. 1.25 nl. '\ I. I Ill. and 0.31 Ill. dc.·ep. L
.. h<lpt'd in profile and filled Wllh lwO deposilS of d." !>ilt. J ht, Im,er of tht.'!>e fills (5537) ("()1lIi1l1led onll 
occa<.,iollill char(Oiti and) ielded !lome burnt ~IOIIC. while the Uppc.·I' one (552i). darh'r and greyer ill (oioul. 
conlained frequcnt charcoal ncck~ and yielded I I R pOllcn ilnd anllllal bone a~ lieU as burnt <;IOllt·. A !>('(ol1d 
pit, 5525, Ult thb to lhe S. It Wit!l circular, 0.73 Ill. ill di.IIlI(.'ICI ilnd 0.17 Ill. deep and also Cltl the enclo..,ul(· 
ditdl It lias laler cut 10 the ~E. by a third pH (55!tl). <11,,0 (i lnrl<lr. bUI .. mailer and deeper \\uh a diantclcl" of 
0.37 Ill. and a depth of 0.26 Ill. A fom-th pit. 5521.liI~ O.lm.to lht., E. of thc .. e pit!l. It \las 01'<11, 0.67 III. III 
0.6 m. iI(fOS!l ilnel 0.18 Ill. deep. rhese pil'i "cre <III filled \Iith d;II ')lltS. 'en ~imillll to the top fill of lhe lir"l 
pil. ilnd >ielded a Mlllllar range offin(h. All are likel~ to be: IOlIg"hh mnlcmpor..ln. bllt dug In ~ucce ... ~ion for 
dUlTlping dOllle~tic waSte <I!> required. 

Further :'\. along thi .. side or the ellclo~UI e clit("h and 1 ~ Ill. ,\\_ of Ihe roundhouse was featul e 31 I X. ;I 

IOlIghl) o\"al. stecp-')ided pit \lith a flat bonulll. JIlt:' tllO filh of tim pit (3120 and 5119) \lcre similar. hOlh 
COU!II!IllIlg of fri;rble mid gre)· brown sal1d~ silt. bUI Ihe upper nile COlllained charcoal ned ... rhe 10\1t'1 fill 
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Filf I:t \it'l\ of \1.ld .. -rlllg 171 H <lTld <I"(K i.Ilt.'eI pI" :) 149 "ltt'l 
t'x('I\'-lIif)TI,lookin~ ~F Ir()JJ1IJl~idl' l'll(lmlllC, Box .. ('uioll JJltn lhl' 

lOp lill ... 01 dil( h :l~:\9 III 11I1I11l'(\i<ll(, 101 t:gmund 

\ Ic1clcd 1.1 R pOUt'T), indllding <l dell'>l' '>(OLtlcl PI ~H) \\ilh <ll'(OI.llt·(\ lilll ~ht·ld ... (FIg ... , 15 "lId 2:~: IH-:lO) and 
I Ill' nppcl OtiC anilllal bOl1e. bUIll! ~1111lc..' alld 1ll01t' pUllt'l \ lIt ...allliial elalt'. Ih l' original fUll<'W)11 01 thi ... pil i~ 
Un(il-ilL II ... (·h,l1'l(lt'II'>ti( ~h<lpc pc.:·r!I<lP" 1I1dlCIlIllg " ditt('I'{'1lI l)luPo...l' II om that ollhc ol!tcr p() ... ~iblc '\lbbi~h 
pil .... hut it ... litlalu,e 't'em ... to han' ht,t'll , .... a dUllIp for dOIlIt· ... lit \\<I'll' iI, tilt' "',IIIlc" I\dl Ihe gIOl1P ~)5;,1 pH' 
\\t"l' u ... ('d. 

11\11 funiTl" pit .... :J·lltl ,-Ind ,).1·12, \\t'll'I(ILllt'd III thl' '-,1· (OI!ll'1 (If Iht' t'1llI(NIIt' alld cut thc ,~ .. (iLllh 01 
thc lil,t pha ... ,: t·Il,I(hllrc..' (Fig. 9 "'t.'(1I01l X), Pil .-,110 \1,,, 0\,11. 1,2 m .... ().h.) m, a(Tm~ <lnel (),~H Ill. ekl'p, \\lth 
... tt·tV" ~JopinK ,i<lt, .TIld ,Ill 1111<"\('11 (OIl(;I\t' h" ... t: Ill1mt'dl<lIt·h to tht· '\ \\<I~ Iht' "mila! rt'alUf'e;1 II~ I hl' 
1\\41 \\l')(' pl(lbahh UI1HempOliln: hOlh \\('I'l' filled \\ilh «(Jl1Ipa<t d,lIk J.{IC\ browll .. ih\ ~illld \,ith ('h.lI(oal 
"'pl'(k .... 1Ild a 1;li, II ,uh~lalltial plopouioll 01 hU1Il1 IilllnlOll(', Ihe lattci pil \ iclcled finds 01 \11,-\-1,1 R POllt'1 \ 
and ,Inim,ll bOIl<" .1'" ,wll ,-I ... burllt "toile. 

\ ... imil,1I pail 01 pit'>. j 106 <.t1ld ;, 11M, liI\ oUI'I<lt' tilt: '-,~, (0111("1 01 thl' ph'hl.' 2 ('I1<.IO"'lIn'. Pit ;) 11M \I,I~ 
lOu~hh Ulllll.ll'. 1.2 Ill. 'X I m .... O.ll'I IU. (h'q> .1Ilt! tillt-dln .1 'lIl).{k dump 01 ~ih\ da\ huh lhill'Wi\1 111.'( k, 
11m II ..... (11110 IIll' \\, b, pit 540fi, ,dl1<h h.I'" 0\;11. 1.7'-, m. x (Un Ill. x II.IM Ill. dc('p \\-"h .1 more Iln:glllill 
]'"",(,,11100 \\.1 ... mil'd "ilh a single dlllllpof~ilt\ {I.I\. I Ill' fi1l"clf hc"h pit ... \iddt:d I,IR pOHcn, bOIl(' ilnd hurnt 
... IOIll' 't'lthl'l hOlt· all\ indicalion ,h,lt tht:\ h,tel het:!! It'lt Opt'll hdOil' ha\'illg becn mfillt'c1. It \\lllIlcI .. ppeal 
Ih.ltthne.' pit ... \1(:lt' clUj.( (It'lil}t'l'<ltch 101 c1i~pm.,1 01 clOlllt"ti( \\" ... It.·, I he Jalt'l I'll (ont<lined 1(' ... '1 hllllll ~tont· 
anc! thanoallhilll lilt' earlicr, bUI (omidl'I,lhh nUllt' !loth'!\. Fill '-Ii 19 (of '-)·II~) ,idded 2:~ ,ht"ld ... of pOllt'" 
\H'ighill/-: 7:~ g. illlOllIr. ... 1 to .~o "Il(.'nb \\{·i).{hing 129 /-:. hom .-1107 (Iill ()f ;'lInG), 

1\10 l;llhcl I.lrgcl pit ... Ihilt Ill;!\' original" halt.' hel'll qual I It' ... \It'lt' IIK<l{('d \\, of Ih(' elldo ... ult" b<.'l\\l·l·1l 
Ihl' anll('''' ditch alld hOllndan leature :,II~. Ihe Ii,\! of Ih('''(', a large '>Coop 01 pit. !lJ51, wa~ 0\;11. 

111e .... III Ill).\' 2.1 Ill. In :\.I m. b\ (1.,')2 Ill. deep. \\-TlIl .1 ~(lIl1t'\1 hal ill t'glltll ba ... l" p()'S~ib\Y ... uggC'!itlllg {hat 11 had 
bet'" I CUlt. The prima" fill \\"a~ made up of 1('dt'I)O ... it('d 1),11111<11\0 a deplh of 0.14 Ill .. OH:rI'"11 b, a depo ... il 
01 illoltit'd (1.1, .!iih with (XL·",jol1al-llIodl'l'illl' (hM(oal IIt'( k". I hi, d{'pmil ,icldcd lind .. 01 animal bOIH' and 
!,1LI111 ,tOI1(', I Ill' pliman fill ~ugg(' ... tt'd rhal (h(' it-allll(' \\;1 ... Opl'1! fin " \\hile hefOie haling ht'ell u.,ed 1(11 
clumpill).\' clOIllt.''''lir \I,mc. 

\ ... illlilal pit (,j2:\2) ",a~ iO(<Iwci2 m. to tht· '\. ilnd;t ... IIl1llal Il.Itl(,nl of mfill \\as ohs(.'nt'd (here, A gump 
of 111I<"lTulling . .,mallc!. 11I0re ill e~lItll pil'" (:12·1-1 • .-)20 I. ;)206 ,lIld '-)225) 1.1' dose b~, Tht'~c leaHu t:\ \H'rt' <II,,) 
filled \\ith depmlh of ria, .,ilt UI "ih\ d<l\ \Iith 4X(<l'IOIl.11 dl<ll"(Oai and general" al .. o bOlle, \fl \ In I,IR 
pOllen ~lIld'{)r bUlnt ~I(}ne. 
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Fig. 14. Stack-ring plans: (a) Plan of stack-ring 5718 and associated pi! group 5449; (b) Plan of pOS5ible 
slack-ring and associa!ed pits S!fUClUre 56·13. 
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Fig. 15 I.ookingdown Into pil5118 \\Ilt'll p.lrualh eXtil\;\led \\lIh pUlll'r\ spread 312l'( in 1><I't' . 

,\1 Ihe '\"'" cdge (It Ihe SilC, beHlIld Ihe Cncl()~llil', 1,1\ ;I group of ill"cgulal reaLUre<; (5013, 3061 :lO:;5, 
jO~9, 5091 and ;,}093). \LlllV orlhe..,e fcatuI('<; \\('Ie illll"r(ulting \\ith ()h~{Llre cdge<;. Feature JOIS appc.u,,> 10 
11<1\ e hl'ell .1 Ircc-thm" hole, which w'" II<;cd 1<)1· Ihl' (llllnplllg (If burnt ll1tltl' l ial, hcli)lc natural \1111llp('c\ halL. 
l11tO the hole. ,\ ~mall, :-.h<lllo\\, (in::ul,1I dep<hll of glct'1I1~h bl()\\l1 <.la\ ~Ih 011 ill(' top 01 Ihi", It'<I!Ull' IIM\ 
I cprCSl'lll <l po""holc (ulting thi:-. le.llure, bill Ihi~ \\,1"> 1101 n'naili. I his depmit \ iclded LI R pill len, bill li t 
~lOlIe and (har(,(KII. The other fcatllrc"> in tlli"> group ,IH' Ie"" di"inu ;mel Ill;]\ in lIIal1\ <-<hes h;l\'e bel'll 
sub<;lalltiillh di\IUI\)l'd, il nm ("aused, In roOI 01 <lnimal d i ,,>lurb;lIIlt~. '\011t: uf Ihest: featur(,s \ icldcd .111\ fine'" 
cialahl" to ,hi"> Pl'l iod "ith ;1Il\ cenail1l\, though the dtV(hil~ 1t'IHil.:'d 10 (onl<lin animal bone, UUI III \ton(' ;lnd 
chaHo,,\. I hest' !t:alUles all let, MOlind ;t faid~ I.lrge .mel ,lllltllphom <l 1t'a of di~IUd)all((' (50l'(:l-H and 
fi 11 ()-7), 'Ju (It';lr l'dge\ 01 nal ("ould hI.:' di~(t:I'Il('d f<)l Ih('~(' dt'I)()~II~, hUI Iht, uppn la\t'r~ contained (h,11 (oal, 
d!lel Ollt.' \hCl'P looth II,..., I l'('{)\ l'n:d !!'Oill 5()H:l. -In:(' c\i\turhanrl:' ~t'l'lll~ Ihl' most likeh mtl'l pr('t.:ltiol1 of Ihe">t· 
eit'pmt1\, \\ith 'he upp(,r pan ... of the ~Jln'ad bt'ing CO III I ihuted In thl' di~p(h<ll of domesti(" \\<I~te fmm lhe I lOll 
\gt' nnllpa1l011. 

I'il 55651<1\ ,OJllt' 5.5 1lI. 'F 01 the COIllCl orthe ph<l~e ~ ('Ilelu ... url' diu.h. "\\a~ halTeI-~hapl'd, B.iS Ill. 

in di.IIllClt'I' ,mel O.j6 Ill, deep, \\ilh IlCal \(,Ilie-dl, \lighth Ilndt'l(lIt ..,ides, ,mel a \harp break 10 a nat bottom 
(Fig. 9 ">euion 9). The bottom 0.12 Ill_ ha" fillerlll\ ll;ullraJ ~Ihing, l)\edall1 b~ a dump ollirc del)!i\_ I hi ... 
c1t'po\1I 039:-,) '\<1':> c(\mpo\t'd of It'!latioll\ n1l<1 hro\\n grn "'11l, rim "ith larg(' qU<lmillt'<; of lharenal (~('(. 
Chilli ed PI.lIl1 Reilldins report. below). t here \\ erc 110 oh\iou\ \igll!l (jIm \/lu Inuiling or the ,urroundlllg fill, 
01· ">1,lt,,,, of the pit. making dumping the most liL.t'l1 Intl·1 1'1 t·t.Himl_ Ihe fire debm \\ as O\erl<tin b~ .1 ciarL. gil·' 

,md light \dlu\\ gre\ monied depmil of ,and\ sill (33i I) (OlltaillmK large palches of burnt ~and\ .. ill illld a 
limh high penelltage of lhar("oal..\ <;Imnp of Ililtlllal ",IIl(h .. ilt (556i) rrom Ihc N\\, 'iide uf the leatUlt· 
\Ul·cel'c!ed 11m. Further dump<; containing bill II' lIIiHl'I"i.11 follm\l'd, I he first of lhe<;e (:;566) \\<l' a dump or 
<.harO>ll l-ridl, Illottled rnid-darL. br()\\!l glC\ ~and, "h wntainmg l);luhe"> of burnt cla\. The filial dUlllp 
1l1fillillK thi., pit (5569) was similar in ("()mpo~ill()11 \\ilh a 100H'r pcru.'l1tilge of (hal(Oal. 1('1\ (Tumb .. of 
1I1l1c1('lIlified \1 -UA ponen were rero\t'red during ~l('\ LIIK from dump :;j66 and piece:; of fired d,n ,mel 
undiagnostK slilg (;lllle rrom the earlier dump :157 1. I he,,>t' lind"> ,,>ugge~1 th.ll tht' pit \\',IS tontempm,u\ \\Jth 
the clU lmulc and thc burnt lll<llcrial i<; likt'h 10 ha\"c been a.;,:>ooated \\ilh the smithing acti"it )' ()(unin~ Oil 
the ~ il c ilt thi .. time, 

\n iL regu lar ullie<lturl', :>095, intel preted a:. a I1l't,.'-lluow hole 1"1 "Ithm the Ilorthcrn haIr ollhe annexe. 
\\'<I\(l' dUllIpt'd into ils top (fill 5096) induded MI\-IJR POIll'I\, <llllmal bone and c.:harcoaillecks. lt~ cadit,) 
fill \\,'\ Il·.,11 i(led 10 OIl{' .. ide of the lUI and \\<1"> UlIlIP(I\t,.'d 01 recl("po,ited 01 slumped nalural 

16\\illds the ')F. <."Orner orthe <Innexe \\a~ an intcHutting ~ruup orpil'l (5:>71) and a shaJl()\\ gulh (55-45). 
lilt' fir<;1 orthe<;(' pil\ (53·17) \\as roughh' rilwlilT, alOlind 1,2 Ill. in diameter. It was cut on its southern edge 

1)\ <I SC(ond pit (5570). \ Ihild pil (53-11) nil tilt: ,,>ewild to the S, HOth these later pll'l \\('TC also rough I) 
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circular, I. :~ m. and I.H m. in diam~tel respeui' el}. and 0.7 Ill . deep .. \.11 three pHS were filled 1\ ith compJCI 
mid bro\'ill cia} silt. The last of the three (55+-1) contained occasional charcoal which had bet'n lacking from 
lhe other~ making u mo'·e gre~ in colour. All \ielded finds of M-LI.\ pottery and animal bone. Tht: later pits 
(5544 and 5370) mm have been (;Qlltemporarv. making a double pit feature ~uch a~ existed on other palts of 
the SHe. 

rhe earliest pit of Ihe group, 55·t? was CUt In lhe narro"" shallow gulh 5;H5. This "as 0.6 Ill. Ilide , 
0.3 Ill . deep and slrelched fOI around 8.5 Ill .• oricntdtcd roughl~ ~.-S. The single fill of this feature was yen 
similar lO thaI of pit 55-1-1, but in addition LO pOller). animal boTle Clnd oo.:asional cllMcoal. 1\ also COIll<lined 
occasional small-medium fragments ofburntlimeslOnc. The laler pits in Ihis grollp CUllhis gulh neal· where 
it cut the earlier one. This spot was evidently used kw the dumping of haste ol'cr a considerable period. 
TIlOugh the gully was filled with \\<Iste material. it se~rns unlikeh to ha\'(~ been Lr~ilted for this funnion . rhe 
ol"iginallunction of the feature is unclear. 

r;lIlJlP.~ (Fig. 6) Snel'al other- similar narr{l\\, 1>hallov" linear gullies (570-l-6) v,ert' recorded vdthin the annexe 
and v,el"e found to cOluain sollle '\fL\-LJR potten suggesting that the) \\-ere open during the period of use 
of the endosure. These feawl·es did nOI form an)' coherent pattern and need not ha\-e all been COlltemporary. 
~o ring gullies or other features ,uggesting stmclUres were represented among them. It is more likeh that 
lhe} are the remains of various shon-lived boundaries I\ithin the endm.ure. pm.sibly to do with ~lock control 
or other control of access to the space I\ithin the ellclosed area. 

A group of shon lengths of lineal gull) (5533) in the nOI·them ("Orner of tht' site ma), represclll a small 
enclosure or building greatly tmnC<Iled h~ laler ploughing. Thio; group comprises a 4 111. stretch (gull) 5515) 
paralieilO lhe edge ()fexcav<ltion. \\ith a right-angled bend at the eastern end, ,mel a I.~ Ill. cominuatioll ill 
a NE.-S\\'. direction. before gully ,)315 was truncated b) a plough fmmw . . \nother 1.65 m. ::otretch (5530 la, 
parallel to gully 5515 to lhe N\\'. rhe fanner gully "as recorded as 0.3 Ill. wide ilnd 0.22 111. deep. while lhe 
laller \\as 0.2 Ill. wide and 0.1 Ill. deep. It is likel." that gull) 5531 was larger prior to lI·ullcation. fhese gullie1> 
<.:ould represent a .. enangular strUCLUle around 6.~ Ill. b)' in excess of4.15 m. Gully 5515 contained a fev, 
crumbs of unidemified ~I-LIA pOller}, ~ugge~ting that this structure Illa,' have been contempol·a'l' ,,-ith the 
main occupation of the site. 

Further SE. were Ilumerous .~hon Slretches of curvilinear gullies (5712, 5672, 5678. 5679. 5674, 5685 and 
5713). Plough furrow1> and uneven stripping truncated lhe llla.Jority oflhese fealUres so that their full extent 
could nOI be trdced. Thi!> made them dilTicuit to characterise. A single short section was excavated through 
most of these fe.Hures. but fe\ ... could be dated. Cull~ 5712 wa3 nOl excavated at all but the plan Oflhis featul·e 
was ~uch that it ma) have been pan of a ring gull} associated with a Sll"UCIUre of around 10 Ill. diameter. LJ R 
poue!") "<IS recovered hom gulh 5685 together \\ ilh some animal bone and an amorphous fragment of fired 
cia\'. Five sherds of this date wCI"e also relrie\ ed from gull" 5713 togelher with anilllal bone. This feature was 
more subslalltialthan the olher gullies, at 0.9-1.8 m. wide and 0.5 Ill. deep in compat"i!>on to 0.3-0.8 m. wide 
and 0.07-0.13 Ill. deep, alld could perhaps be hellel desnibed as a shallow dilCh. It possibly formed pan of 
another of the smaller boundaries around th~ enclosure. A single. trun<.:atcd small pit or posthole (5626) la) 
among these gullies dose to 5674. but it \\'as not clear how this feature related to an) oflhem. The single fill 
of this feature colll<lined occasional charcoal and yielded LI R potte,·v, animal bone and bUl"Ilt StOne fragments , 
!>lIggesting it "as broadlv comemporary \\ith gullies 5685, 5713 and the occupation of the encioslll"e. 

SPecial deposlls 

In addition to the almo!>t wmplcte pot deposited in the bottom of the phase 2 enclostll·e ditch and lhe various 
animal skulls in the fills oflhat ditch, a (atlle burial within the annexe (see Fig!>. 16 and 17) could have been 
deliberately placed as a ritual or special deposit. Ihis represents the Oltl) find of aniculated animal bone on 
lhe site and conformed to one of the categories of 'special animal deposit' set out b) Hill ill the cOlHext of 
Iron .'\ge sites in Wessex.9 ft was found within a steep sided pit (5292). 1.7m. x 0.75 m. across and 0.17 Ill. 

deep. wnh an uneven concave base. The feature had been faid) heavily truncated. with the resuh that the 
cattle skeleton (5291) had been distUl"bed. It was also disturbed during the excavation by an intruder. Onl) 
the left side of the skeleton survived and the skull was mi!>sing (see Animal Bone repon, bclo\\). This last did 
nOl appear to ha\'e been the result of the later disturbance. but seem!> like!) to have been delibenllely removt:d 
before burial. 

The pit was backfilled \\ ith a deposit of friable mid brown silty clav. A single shcrd of Ll R potten was 
retrieved from this deposit together with the skeleton and some other animal bone. The date of this pOller) 
agreed welt wJlh the I·adiocarbon determination obtained from the skeleton .. \ radioc.arbon date of 33·1-326 

9 J.D. Ilili . Hlllwi anri Rubb"l/t /II (he iron Age oj ~~e,\ {eJ.:: a I/ud.y ou/he J0n/WIIOII oj (I .\periJit archaeological 
rerord (BAR Brit. Ser. ccxiii, 1995).27-8. 
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Fig. 16. Plan of cattle bUlIal 5291. 
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Gil Be ,-uld 200 cal BC*66 cal AD (957r confidence) (2079:'::5N BP; NZA9634) was obtamed for the caltle 
skelewll (see RadLocarbon Ueternllnatiom. below). I hi~ pro\ed that the burial was contemporary with the 
occupation of the site. 

The 11llwmallOll (Fig. 18) 

\ g,"a\e cont.aining the burial ofa young woman (5405) w<lslO<.:ated towards lhe S. edge of excavation, more 
thall 20 Ill. l>e~ond lhe ~elllemel1l enclosure. and \et api.1I t Ii'om all other contemporary feaLUres 011 the sileo 
fhe gra\'e (5344) was o\al, aligned roughl) ~.*S .. 2.6 Ill. b) 2.2 Ill. by 0.65 m. deep, and cut by a plough 
furrow at its nOllhern extent. The sides sluped shallowly to ,. depth of 0.5 m .. ",·here the) fell away much mOl'e 
steeply to the smaller. slighth D-shaped Oat ba<;e . .'\ c!"Quehed skeletOn (5405), with arms and legs flexed. was 
placed on it~ left side, orientated '\;.-~., in this 100 .. er pan of the pit. 
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Fig. 17 LUlie burial ~1291 looJ...ing '\\\. 

I ht' gril\'e \\as badlilled "ith a depo\il of {('m.uom dark 1{1e\ da~ monied with light gre\ and \l'Ihlh 
bmwn ... ill) <..ia\ (hi, fill (536H) ;appeared to oc rl'depo'lll'd Ill.ltt'lial dug lrom the lo\":r part of the pit. 
though o("(asioll<l1 charcoal fleck .... a single unidentified ,uumal bone ;lIld two small .,herd.., of ponen hMJ 
become- innll pt>l<ul'd in it. \ depmn (:1;{ 15) of dark rcd blO\\ II ,lit, "tIlel \\ilh I)c("ilsiOllal (harc()ilII)H~rla\ thi,. 
It 'ticlcit:d a llulllbn of ~herch of pOllen. l\HI pi(,t t', of animal hOI1(, and n:sicillal nilllhork. The pout'n from 
both fill .. \\il~ \11.-\-1.1 R in d,ilC. 

\n attempt \\a~ made to obtain <Ill .-\~IS radiocarbon dl'tc' rlnilMtiOIl from the SJ...elt'lOtl. bUl the bone \\as 
lound LO lontain II1suilicienl wllagen \ ... ee K,lditKarhol1 nl'lel millaliom hdow ). Small ,herch of ~IIA-II\ 
pouen arc Ih(.' onl" d,lllllg e\'idence for the Inhumation.i hl' date is ,uppolled b) lhe J9 further ~herd~ of 
thi, dillC, Which \\ol'le Il'«()\'el"Cd froll! the lIpPt'1 IlII of thl' pil ,\S',>ulIling thilt (hc pOllen i~ not illtnlsin' thc'll 
it prn\'ide~ a t""!l1I/1l1 /)()\/ fill"" for the bUI-iill. It \t't'Ill\ likd) Ihat duo.' inhumalion '''IS as\o(iatcd \\llh the 
()(up,-uion of thl' ~itc, though il i, undeal" during "hidl pha'>t.' of Ihl' occupation the inhumatioll ocollrt'ci. 

Posf-a!}(l1U!OfI1lINII lIfi/ll/t.'f (FIg. /9 ) 

I he onl, kdLU1CS dcfiniteh po<.t-daulIg Ih(, ill>.mdonmcllI of tht' \I-LI.\ seulcmenl encJmul(' ,lie a 
lIumber of Kullle\ and lhe latcr plough fU1To\\ .. , Due to lad .. of Olller dating c"delltt' \e,clal undated 
re,Hurt:!! <lnd it.'lllllilnt<.; of plough soil ill hollo" s ;]ero.." lilt..' "It.' h .. ,e bet' II ,-"signed to thi .. pIMSC, Ihough 
II I.., pO~"lble Ihat the, <I(tualh rdate to earliel ,1((1\11\. I he diltt.' 01 the gullics i\ uncclldin, though lhe, 
all' <Iearl) nOl ,Ill or lht' .,amc datc. I he onentatioll (If \C\l'l ill of the gullie ... and their lelalioll.'.hip to .HI 
und.lIed \\,IlCdlOle could sugge~t lh<lt the\ ddin<.' .. lh: tJ licld SystCIIl. 

I IXJ.\lihlt rl'(lr~)' UV""UI field H,ltem Gullie\ .16 Hi. :.GIiH .mel ~-1669 ,1Illllt Ihe inlil1ed phase 2 enclosure dit<!IC\ 
and all' dearh of il comiden.lbh late)" d<lll·. (;Illh ~lt)..1/j \\.1' .llignl'd roughh '\Il.-S\\'.. ~Irt'l(hing hi), 
appn)Xlmalel) 6H Ill , from Ihe 1\E, baulJ.... 10 ~IClp ,l.1i Ill, .. hnn of gull, .1668. at righI-angles to it. Ileal Ihe 
(01 ncr of lhc ('i.l1lil'l' annexl". Four se(lioll'i I\CI(' ('XUII.lIl'd Ihrough gulh 5616. ,howing lhal it ...... " relati\el) 
lIllilollll 'llong ih length, \'<trying £i·om 0,6-1.06 m , ill \\idth .mel O.~~() .4 Ill. ill depth (Fig. 9 section JOJ. It hilS 

filled hilh cia) .,ilt\ \\ilh ocxasional char('o.lI. UK pOI ten ~IH:I(t.., <llId animal bOlle. 
(;ull> 5668 Wi.!'" 01 ielltalcd ~ ~W.-SSE. ilnd ..,11 elcli('d till' ell lire length of the exuI\"ated area. from the 

middle ollhc "lw. baulJ... or the main arca tu thc' SL baulJ... uf Ihe ,1ll.llIer '>Omht'nl arci! .• \ 4 Ill. gt\p in the 
gllth near the .. outhern cOIner of the Illilill e"\.(iI\.lIl'd .Ile<.l I' IInliJ...ch 10 hale been origillal, bUlr<Hhellhe 
re\lIh Olthl' late I truncation b\ pioughlllg 'C't.:l1 <.Inn" tilt.' whole <;l1l', ,"0 .. c((ions here cxca\'ated Ihl"Ough thi .. 
fe;l,ule to the S. of tim gap 10 ascenailllh.ltthc gulh ((l1ltil1lll'd IhlOUgh the \Oulhelll area a~ 569i, hut Ihi, 
i\ alino't untain, I hrce ,caiolh here e'(,I\'.lIed thlOligh Ihe IlOlthelll hillf of ,hi" gulh, ... hc)\\ing il to \.11 \ 
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in the text numbered_ Other undated features al'>O numbered. 
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ht.,t\\l't"n 0.66-0.9 m. \\ ide <Ind 0.15-0.22 m. deep (hg. 9 \c(tion II). The fills of these sections \aried from 
friable tI,l\ ~ilt 01 ,dud\" ,iit 10 mOle tena(iou~ ..,iln clay, III lint \\ith the variations inlhe Oxford Cia) nalUral 
I ht',e fill .. UHllilil\cd ()(caSlonal charcoal lle<ks and sh('I(1\ of 1.1 R pOllen 

Iht' Ilmel oltht'\{' gull it' .. (,')669) pmjcrtcd f()r 1M m. at I ight-anglcs lrom lhe \\'. siele of gulh 566M. on the 
\<11111.' alignllU'1I1 a .. j6-l6. '\0 "ections \,cre ('!\(';..I\<lu:d in thi .. gulh. bUI Ihe plan sho"" it to be or'iimllar 
dimen,ioll\ to Ihe uthel' in tim group. The fl',HUH: mCCI~ anoth{'1 gulh (.5670) of ~imilar dimcnslon, at its 
Ilollhnn l'nel dll\l.:' to the baulk 1 hi~ Junnion \\<1" nOl tnH'~llgi.lled o\\ing LO lht ume con ... traillls of lhl' 
pmjl'( I, ~o Ihl' l.:"OItt I t:iilliomhip of [he.· ... e gullie.· .. wa~ nOI {·~t,lbli ... ll('d_\ single 3cction wa3 eXGtv;ttt.,d lhrough 
gulh j()iO .mel .. Iu)\\l·d It to hil\l' beCIl of roughh '[111[\;\1 dllllt'mlon,,_ rim gull~ lay parallel 10 gully 5b6H 

\1101Ill.:1 gulh 011 the ~al1l(, alignml:nt \\<1 ... rccOIcini neal lin: ('" ... tern wmer of the site. nil' gull) (!Hi:H) 
'l1l'le.hed 71 III. hom the SF. edge 01 the {'M;'l\.lIed 01":01 10 the 'E_ b<lulL Se\"cral gaps c,i'>led in thi" gulh 
.1' I t..( oltit'd. \1 hCll' tilt.' katul t: had been (lil hy lat('r plough 11IITI)\\~. 1 w n seniom showed this lealU I e.' [() ha\ t' 
bt.'l'lI ht'tl\l'CII O,':-,9-0.i5 Ill. hIde aud O.2:i-O.29 Ill, dct:p.lilled wuh !riablt· eli!) silt "ilh IXC<lSIOllal ell;ll(oal. 
11K POllt'I' 'ilwl'(h, animal bone ilnd burnt "'lOlle. 

lht· .. llllihllity of alignment and dilllell~ion' ollill"l' fe<ltull'''' ... ugge3t .. thilt lhe) lIlill be rdilu'rI. <nul h,I\t' 
i01I1l{'d pall 01 " .. )Stem di\'iding the whole ,1I{'a Into iI .. ('ric:>. 01 ... mall ren,mgular field ... or paddock .... An 
unclated katllle (.:"iOI2) near thc '\\. edge (lIthe.' 1lI,-lin {'XGJ\,tll'd area 11M, ha\'e n~laled 10 tim ph'he. I hi" 
\\<1., <I largc. l'Oughh lircu\ar pit \\lIh an incgul;tI, "'ll'PP{'d b'hC (Fig. 9 seuion 12). h measurt'd 1.$ Ill, b, 
I.f) Ill .• 1IId \\.1:>' 0.9 m. dt'cp, with its b ..... e 0.1 til. helm\ tht' lI1odl'l1l \'<Itcltable at lhe lime (If CXGI\.lIioll. I, i., 
UIl(i<"1I hOl\ II rdaled to Iht' cOlllempolan \\illt'llAlhle.'. I he lIlillallilJ of thi'i fcatlln." con ... i~ted 01 a da\ ~11t 

dcpo .. it with OU'l'Iional (/tarcoal. .-\ I,-I\cr of cit'all .Ipparellih II.Hulal da) ~1I{{et'ded 'hi .... The later filb "ct'lIled 
to h<lH:'l>t'l'n tipped flOm the '\iE. 'iide alld (-omisted of mort" 1Il,,{'d depu ... i1.s \\ilh walel ",urll p('hblc~. nt·(l.. 
oj lim{,.,wnt.· alld dUl'loal. '0 find ... wcre I ('(.()\ l'ITd II (1111 .111\ of thnt' depo~it~ lO dale the !C..'ature. It'i pUI pO'll' 
i ... ulJ(cllain. bUI it IIl'H ha\e functioned a'i;l \\ill{'lhoit' \lhClllht.· \1,ltenable WdS hig-hel lhan it \\a\ in 199~. 
10e.;III.'d '" it i .. near Ihe.' Hlnlt'l (If tht: fidd .. cldirlt:d I)\ Ill(" pm,ibll' gulll ~\~tem. The \tepped .. ide 01 Ihe 
I{',HUI{' hOlild hdlt' .11l(}\\cd .un' ... s. 

1 hl' d.tlt' 01 tllI .. lieid sntem anci po~ ... ible ";!terholt; i ... unI...IHl\\l1. I he LlR pouen n~cnwled lrolll ..,c\eral 
01 the gllll\ ... etuom pu)\ide ... olll~ i.I /("/"111/1//11 jJfJ\l f/1lI'1II fOi ,hi., ph.lse of usc of the ~itc. I he gulli{" ht'le 
olniou.,l) lUI ~ignilicanth I<ltt'!' lhall the lIon .\ge l'nllmllit', .,UUl' itS dil(hl'S had complete!) inlilled bdt)IC 

glltlic ... "1ol(j ilnd ;"1!i!ii'\ Wt:rt~ cut. I I()\\(:H·I. tI\l' Iatn I{ullic~ "PP{·;'lI 10 rcspcct thc alignmcnt of the cadit'l 
dUthe\, It m .. , be tlU[ IIll' gulh ""1(.'111 \\;" t reatl.'d ill ,I tillle whl'll the l'l1tiO'lUll' \\01'" .. tillll'fIlcmbel('d and 
had IIlcaning, de"pltc bt'ing inlilled. Ihis Ilouid ~ugg(,"1 iI <i'IIC "'0011 altel the abandonment olthe .. t'tlll'lIl(.'llt, 
po~ .. ibh III lilt, 1.ltt' lion ..-\ge 01' car" Ro11lan pt'liod .l~ ~ugge'll'd h) tht' pOllen, but it could equal" be Ihilt 
lilt' .,hnd .. ,lit' re~idudl allei Ihc alignmellt toill< i(it'IlI"11 

{'m/u/1'I1 {mlwt'_1 (hg. 19) _\ numbt'l nfothcl gullit.', \\l'lt' lecoldt'c\, with a panicul.1I {onc(,lltration III lh{, 
,mallei .. outhl'1Il are.'OJ 01 t'xcavation (5031. j66i, ':-lfi71. :J6H2. :,G8i, 5689-90, 5693, 569j-ti, 5iOI-:{). 
Imlilliut'1II linch well' n'colered 10 date titl'''' k'IlUll". or 10 (h,lrilcteri~t: their funuioll. Othel lInd.tled 
ft',HUlt" P()O-l, 511:-\. 511.5, j:Ji'\~, jj:l8, 5.393) illtlilded pib, po"tholcs and a number of trec-throw holt's, 
I\hi(h Wt:lt' ,elltered ,Ino" tht' sill' <lnd do not it)1 m ,\ «(lhl'lent gnHlp . ..-\11\ nfthese rcatures COllld datt' from 
am pt'llOd ollht' u~c of the ~ite and need nut b('I,lIe. Dt'tail, ollhe~e fealll1t's ilre d\ailable in tht' 1)l(lJell 
an hiH'. 

P//lII~/III1J; Lllt'r ploug-h /t1l'HI"'" cms ... lhc "holt: \it{· rht·"{· W('le rewrded in plan. but were not im{·,ugitted 
in dClilil ~inc.e tilt', 1'('lat{'d LO"ln a'ipect ollhe ... itt' lhal wa., kll()\\n bel()le ('xc3\ation and is nCll unU'IIilI_ \\-111'1(' 
011(' of 11\(." .. e 1{',uulC~ l\dS ... c.'Clloned dUI ing eXlil\itlion ul ,Ill ('ill 11t'1 1e.·JIlII e, it was sho\\-n to I-emam ,.1'1 il hroad, 
.. h.dlo\\ katUle around O.IH Ill. deep. Sh('l'(j., of \II.\-LIR POll(,l\ wt'le onasiunall) I'ew\'en:d Irom tht",c.· 
fe,\I 1I1 { .... , hllt Ih(,sc I\ert' dearh re'iicillal. 

\Iml 01 thi .. plollghsoil was I-CI1IOH'd during '1IIppm); 01 Ihe "tl', hut ~(lInc rcmallled fillinK (it:plt'"ioll\ 
{Ic.\ledln cmlici ICiltlll"CS .. \ la\er of mid bHH\n (1.1\ \lIt (':-)22(i) with (KTa,ional-lllodcliltc eh'lIto"l, anImal 
bOIl{' ;llld burnt ... tone. e'lended aCTOS~ Ihe depre'~ion U l'.lted b\ the group of intercutling pit~ ne;n houndan 
:lll~ 11l1('l'PICtt'd ,I' qllilrn working (ontempO! aq \\ ilh the \1-1 1.\ ... etlienwnt. Thi~ mal ha\'e been il remnanl 
01 plough'ioi1. 

-II I I:: S rRLCK FLINT)" II LCO L\MIl ) N-II' II YH\RK 

\ 101al of 7H PI(,C(,\ of struck flint and a "1Ilg-k PH:'U' uf bUl nl unworkt'd flint were rccO\cred flOm thl' 
(· ... c.Hation. \ funher -l f1lOl~ and 2 bUrin unwOlke.·d flUllS \\t.'It' found in the naluation. The fhnl wa~ 
lound III '1.7 e.-onlext~. Fift, oflh(' WOI kcd flints \,el't' l'l'cO\elcrl !rum a \lIlglc context, 36·11. Ihe fill of <l 

pil or gull\-, ,md \\{wlcl ilppeiH to be ~k'olitillc in d.lIC', 
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Rau' mate Hal 

_-\11 the nim from the "itt' appear" to be grd\eI-deriH:d .• n<lil"ble If)(:alh from lhe river gr..neh. _\III!> III hc~h 
11l1c(mic.Hed condition, e;..(cpt ror the pil'Ces lrom COllle;..1 56-11. \\ hie h nhibit a hea\\ \\Iutt' C::Onlc.atlUIl" 

71le a,\,\(,1IIb/llgf 

IABl.E 1\1 L Fl.l' 1 B\ (\I E(.OR\ 

Category "lYpe 

Flake 

Blade 

Bladelet 

Blade-like 

Chip 

Reju"enalion flake tablet 

Grand Total 

38 

I~ 

" 
Core single phulorm blade ("me 

End and side \c.-raper 

End scraper 

Other scrapel 

Side scraper 

RCLOuched flake 

\1 icrolilh 

Grand TOla) 

The wmpo .. uion of the fIilll assemblage i" lIhown ill ~Llbk' I. 1 he flint from pit 5641 will be wmidelcd 
lIeparaleiy from Ihe n:sl of Ille assemblage. I he remaining l'X('C1\'illed material colISi.'lts of 28 f1im~ ~plead 
between 22 contexts, and lhe lour flillls rrom the (>\illuation tallle from .\ funher rour comexu_ rhere \\ere 
110 diaglloslic.' allefans to date this malerial, although a 'illlgie platform blade core mal be \Iesolithic 01 earlier 
\:eolithic I h(' reM or the material could date rroll1 lhe Neolithic. 10 earh BrOllLe Age. The nint fmlll the 
evaluiltion comlsted of foUl lIal..es. one of \,hicll \\<lS retolilhed. 

I he f1int'i rrom pit 5641 (see Table 2) appear to repre~ent ,\ coherent 3'isembl<lge.\ broad blade miuolilh. 
unfortunalel~ broken and impossible 1O classify. ,md " baded b!t((lelel .. uggest a Mesolithit dilte, po",ibh 
earlier \fcM>lilhlc The presence ort .... o rejuvenation [dblets Ii-om bladelel cores and a flake to blade-like lIakc 
ratio of t·t IUllher ~uppon thi.s.w The lIint rrom thi" «lIIle'\t .Ippcars to h,1\(' been .'llnlek ming .... 011 
h.unmer. In thi .. conlext 3-11k (17 flint!» shO\\ed (,\'iden(e of 113(' \,e<lr, ahhouKh Ihis was not examined III 
furtbel del.i:1I1. IM% (9 flints) \\('I-e burnt i1nd 52<k (26 Ilint~) \\el(' brul..l;!l1 

DL\CllUiou 

I he fhnt from the site, with the exception of I1ml from pit 56-1 t, represents rhe IIlcorporatlon of 
residual flint\ in the fills of \"arious features across the sitl'. 8, c.'OlllraSI, pit 5641 appears to com'lin il 
coherem Mesolithic assemblage. rhe onl) Oliler nnd recOIded £i'om this fealUi e is one picce of 
undiagnos[ic slag \\cighing I g .. which ma, be inlrmlve. It i\ therefolt' plausible lhat this ma) he a 
~ I esol ithic reature, containing a small quanut) of ulilised and broken malerial. 

I. 
[..J1l1U 

~. Ford, 'ChronologiGtI and FUllctional\speCls of Hnt -\"~l'mblag(.'s·. in-\.. Hf(mll and ~1. Edmonds . 
I "n(l'm (lIul[.lltn Rnll\h Prdmto,)' (8.\R dxii. 19tH). 79. 
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I -\BLE 2. ALL FLl:-.lT mO'f PI I IILl 56·! I BY G.\TEGOR\ 

Category Type 

Flake 

Blade 

Bladelet 

Blade-like 

Chip 

Reju\enatioll flake lablel 

Side :-.craper 

Retou( hed n<lkt.' 

~1icrolith 

Grand Total 

IIIE PO I~I ERY by K,\\T BRO\\'\j 

Context 564 1 

IH 

9 

2 

II 

2 

50 

.\ tolal of 375i sherd'i of ponen (23,mt{ g.) \\a.., rcnl\t'rcd hom Ihl' ('\<!llIation and Iwo 'illh ... t.'quenl 
ph.I'ic'i of CXla\i\UOn <II Bice'iter Fields. I his total include'i :.H,3 sherd.., (935 K.) recovered from "'ilmple ... 
lakcn lor cmironmental proces'iing. -I he lallel 1lIi1lcnall'i not considered III the funhel lJuJntifkatinn 
01 Ihe a"l\elllbltlge. as the :-.hel'ds were in poor condition (with <In i.ncr<lge weight of r. :l g.), \\CIT nOI 
always idenufidblc to \\are and to include thcm III the liKure ... would illlroduce bias. Onh when 'iuch 
shel'ds \H'rc lhe ... ole contenLS of a pi-lrlicular lill 01 fealUrt· are lhe) diM:lIssed in funhel detail, as 101 
e,ample with the potlery from the grave cut (5:1 II). Ihe.' IllJllilllUIll number of \-essds n:l'O\ert'd wa ... 
I :t~ hy I illl lOtlllt (20,(H EVEs). 

I he lIIajorit, olthe pOller) can be assigned a laic 11OII ,\ge d~HC, with ver~ litlle earliel material <lnd 
~ tOlal abwllcc' of characteristic Romaniscd fabrin lind forHl~. IhercfOl t' the i1s.:.emblagc can be se('n tl'i 
relati\'eh ... ltOl'l lived. dating from the late middle Iron Age to late Iron Af{t"caJh Rom,lIl pel-iod, 
though ht're with <I dosing dale probnbh bei<nc lht.' ROllldn conquest. The assemblage ",1\ recOIded 
lollo'\ing tht.' sntelll de\eloper! b\ the OAL lor l IOn Agt' and Roman ~iles \'.ithin Oxford'ihin', 10 
('n<lbl(' comparison with olher sites "ithin tht' It'giOlt, IlllOUgh the sntt'mauc use 01 consistc11I lab,ic 
<lnd t, pc codes. Ponel] was recorded b) fabl ic fonn <lnd rit'conltion and me-relater! charaocJ'i ... tiOi 
..,lIch ".., 'i()('ting "here this suni\ed. Ihe assemblage wa, quantified b, sherd COllnl, weight. lim (OlIlll 
and \e., ... d equivalents (E\,E~), 

(.'o,id,tlon of as\embloge 
POIU_'I\ \"IS n-"l·O\eJ""ed from a lOlal of 152 comexts, On" "HI linels produced pOllen, the m~(Jrit\ of lilt: 
material bClllg lec()H'red rrom cut fealures.\hhou~h there does not appeal to haH' been mllrh leoltling 01 
lealmes the potle~ was generalh welJ tragmellleel \\lth an il\erage ... herd weight or 6.4 g_ (nul illcludlllg tht.' 
Ill<lterial Irom the environmental s<lmples). HO\\t~\er a 11:\\ lontexl!; producer! pOllen with COnsld(,I~lhh 
higher <I\erage she-rd weights, such <IS \ariam upper tills 'mm 5239 and 52<-10 (phase 2 enclusure ditdlt, ... ), 
I ubbi..,h pil 51 1M and pit group 54<-19. A pOllen ..,ClHel wllhin pit 511M produl:ed pans of a minimum 01 fhe 
\ ('s'iel'i. ~lll Belgi( style cordoned jars, \\ ilh an .I\crage she I d wcight 0121.5 g. In contrast 10 those groups \\ ill! 
high a\'e ragc.' sherd weights. a IlUmbel of gl'Oups III the phase 2 cnc!o.,urt.' ditches had H!\") 10\\ a\crage ..,held 
h'eight ... (beIO\\ 5 g.) as did gullie.:. 51-'S. 563·4, 5552, 571:l and pits 50SS, 56·B. 5151, 341M. 5626 and 5:HI 
(inhumation). Surraces ollhe sherds \\cre <11 hest in modcralc wndilion. with .:.ome sunival or diagll<l'>ut 
lIealmcnlS .,lIch as burnishing. In general, hO\\{'vel, Ihe: fragmcllIcd nature of Iht: assembl'lge i<; jh most 
... 11 iking (harat.teriSlic 

Fabno 

The fabrics \,ere Identified microscopi(alh (x20) and initialh i.l\.,'gned fabric numbers in a sllllple lllllllel i(;ll 
"'t!(llieme. The'ie fabrtc.~ wel·e then grouped in lerms of their pllillipal indusion "pes (e,g. A = quanl ~.lIld. 
( = cakal cous grit. S = shell) and a decreasing <'cale of finellt!"" (frum :1: \en coarse to I , \en fine) and lhe 
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mid-late Iron \ge (\I-LI\) fabrics were gi\'en Jabl ic .... are (-ode .. a((ordingh. The lale Iron Age earh Roman 
(UR) labl ie .. M!I e a ..... igned the reie\-am E ware codc~ used in the o.\L ~\stem for distinguishing 'Belgi( "ilyle' 
fahrio.11 in U"i(" in lhe region in the decades each "iide of the Roman conqueq, from pl'eceding prehi .. IOlx 

and ~ub~cquent ROllldnised material. The~ l.1 R categOi ie .. identif\ a group of fabrics with a reslricted dille 
range and geller.llh belonging to a di~unu fahli<- tradition, .\hhough in this a ... semblage onh one of the f.lhnu 
i .. \,hed-thrmHI. the lemaining E wareli can be c1isllIlguilihed hom Ihe middle Iron Age ceramicS p<lllh Oil 

the ba~i ... of incJII"iion t\ pe"i and also on the ba"ii .. of \ f'<o"iCJ fOl m and decoration. such as Lhe lI~e of elabor'ltt.· 
cordoned dcwra.uon, Similarh these fabncs do not fiL into the oxidi!'t'd and redu<-ed ware categorie .. m.cd for 
Lharacteri"tifall, Roman matenal. 

A total of 40 fabric .. here identified initialh-. but un IUllher ex .. llninallon II has felLlhat mam of lht' nunor 
dincrence~ hCle nOl significant. Some of these fain-in ..... ere thererore combllled 111 !:Ilighth broader glOuping .. 
for c..·a~t.· of allil" 'Ii". and in particular to faciliLate cornpari .. on het\\een the middle I ron Age component or the 
iI.,sembl.lge iH1d tht' latel sand, !:Ihell and grog-tempered Illilterial ror h hich broader ware gmup code~ wen.' 
used. I he falll il dnd \\.lle groups are listed belo\\ u~ing 'Standard O.\L code". and the quantilies of difTen:nl 
fab,'io al c .,hown in Table 3. The original f"bl'ic number:.. which identih lhe components ofthe~e groLlp~. ale 
,,1"0 given to f~lcilitate cro~~-rererence to the p.-oject archi\'e. 

\\'are: C3 \\'<lft~: \S:l 
Fabric 17; 21: jl Fabric 30 
Soft. wap\ rabric containing moderate to common Granular fabric containing moderaLe to common 

{aicareom gril .... .,hell (>3.0 mill.) and moderate mocieratl'i, sortcd sub.angular sand (0.2j-I.0 
amoulllS oflime.,tonc (0.2j-1.0 mm.) mm.) .!>panc to moderate amoullts of "hell and 

Fe)! IUS: C; CL I (f(1I the~e codes 'Sec bc::low) 'e~ides. Surrace di~pla}s leaching. 
Date: \I-LJ\ Form ... : CB; CD 

n.lte: \1-1.1\ 
Ware: (:2 
Fahl i(. :~2 
Relatl\ch fine. reduced fabric com<lllling modt'rate 

to {ommon cakart'ous grit.!> (0.25-1.0 mill.). "iparse 
~hell « 1.0 Illlll.) and rare .. ub-rounded quart? 
(0.25-1.0 1I11l1.) and limestone. 

1"01 !TIS: ( a 
Dale: \1-1.1.\ 

\\'<lre: IA3 
Fabric 16 
Conlain~ model'ale amOlllllS or moderately "()Iled 

oolitic limt'~tone (0.25-1.0 mm.) and spane. mb
angulal quart7 sand (0.25-1.0 mm.) 

Forrm: c; en 
Ddle: \1·L1.-\ 

War(,: S:\ 
Fabric 3 
SufI. soap\ fabric containing common to \el\ 

wmmon pOOl I)' soned ~hell (0. 2.::'-3.0 mm.). 
Forms: c; eB; CD; C(. 
Date: ~t-L1A - UR 

\\'al'e: S.\4 
Fabric 2 
Soh. soap~ fabric comaming common lineal \esides 

and lal't'. l1lodenueiY ~{)rted. suh-angulal !land 
(0.25-1.0 mm.) 

Forms: C; CG; ell; Z 
Dale: M-I.IA 

Wale: .·\3 
Fabric 29; :H 
';and, fahric containing common to len common. 

moderately sorted. sub.angular quartz (0.25-1.0 
1lI1ll.) 

Forms: C; CB; ('D; CE; eli; L 
Date: \1IA 

\\'''lIe: A2 
Fabric 28 
Fine. sand) fabric containing VCI'} common. well 

~ortt'd fine quartz (O.25-I.Omm.) rare qual tl 
(>3mm.) ilnd calcareous material 

Forms: ~,'A 
Date: ~I-LL\ 

Ware: \13 
Fabric. 18 
~Ioderate amount.<. of medium. sub-angular quarll. 

OCl-a$IOnai \oids and moderate to common iron 
oxide incluMons 

Forms: CB 
O,Ht:': \1-1.1.\ 

Warc group: l::30 
Fabl ic: 9: 25; 3·1, 35; 24; 11; 22 
Medium to coar~ ~and tempered f<lbrics. often 

containing spilr~e amounts of grog 
Forms: C; CD; CE; CF; II A; Z 
Date: UK 

Ware group: I'AO 
FabriC: 23: 27; 30; 33 
Shell tt'mpered fabrics 
Forms: eB; ('l-..; HD 
Dale' LI R 

II I. ~I homplion. Crog-Irmpnrd 'Belgtc' PotllT)" of SQtl.lh-,a.\I~rn England (BAR c\'iii. 1982).4. 



.., FOR ,. " .\ '" \ '\l D P 1\1 L R R .-\ \ t. T , \ I 

\\'<lr<.' KlOuP; F~O 
Llbri,: I;?: II: I: I:J::J: 6: :l9: I: 20: 26; 19: 40: I f1; i; 

:H~; U: ~ 
(,lOg t(,ll1p~lt'cI f.lblie.., 
1·01111' .. : (, CH: (D; CL CC: CI-I: C\: H.\; liD; I. 
OOill' IIR 

\\,\1(' l:\O 
Llhrll , \ 
I>,Ul· Po'" \ktiit'\;ll 

Ware No. Sherds 

\~ 2 

1:\ 64 

\1:\ 435 

.\S:\ 12 

("2 12 

C\ IS,) 

I.U 

s:\ 405 

S. \:\ :\ 

S,II :\88 

t:lO 383 

;,(0 1:\0 

EHO 1160 

1.:\0 I 

lnid 303 

10 1 \L :n;~,i 

'" 0.05 

1.i0 

IU8 

O.:t! 
O.:l2 

1.1:\ 

(1.11 

lO.iH 

o.os 
IO. :!:l 

10.19 

JA6 

:l8.86 

O.ll:! 

8.06 

100.00 

Weight (g) % 

:H1 O.IG 

1010 1.3H 

1:\:14 5.7M 

148 0.64 

fi6 0.29 

115H ;).02 

6M 0.29 

IH88 8.18 

12 0.18 

821 3.57 

1496 GAM 
597 2.59 

1:1480 '>H.·IO 

9~J5 1.0;; 

2:\OH3 100.00 

\11 IIw pOIl<.'n (Ollld haH: been produced lo<.all\ ,lnd til(' range of fabl ie. n~prest:'llled ,It Bi(t:~tel Fidd ... i, 
UlIllP,II,lblt' \,ilh Ibal;It Ihe nearby Sill' of Slade l'allll, l:! ,11111 (omIMI~~ well generall~ \\illl other ~it(·\ \\Itilill 
Ihe I'l'gioll Ihe lablits are di\id~d uno <.harMteli,ti(.llh \t-U\ fablH.:s e:olllaining (akareolls Illtttenai. 
liml, .. tolle, ~"nd, ,lIdl or am (ombinallom o/the,e and tht: LlR \\,Ire group~ \\hith <.:ont.un \anlllg amoullt ... 
1)1 "',lIld (EJO), .. hl'll IE 10) and or grog (HW). \[ Bi(e"'lt:1 Fldd ... Ih(' EHO group attoUIlI\ f()l" t:\f,"( (b, mUll!, 
l'\.dudln~ tht' m.ueriai from .. am pies) of tht' 'ls .. t:'llIbl.I~<" (filc" 1)\ \\eighl). Othel L1R \\<oue group' ( ~ JO, Fin) 
(o11lain \Olllt' grog, mualh as d minol illtlu~i()n npt', but <Ire al .. () ideillifiable b\ form, induding 
eh'II'lltl'n ... ,i(<llh ('u.-doll dt:'<.:()r;lted material. Combined, the Ioller (E) \\ .. lIe group~ form r. 5ic:t 01 lilt' 
a ...... emblagt: (i. ,Wi- b\ \\t'ight). ,\11 the fa.brin are handmadt'. \\lIh the exception of a 'iingle \t's~eI in ~<H1, ,I 
t.lIin<lI('d IOIIll, \\ hi('h if not whed-Ihro\\ n is (t'llillnh wht:d-fini .. hed. Context 5.fOl, an uppel· fill 01 Ihe ph;l~t' 
~ l'nt!o"lIIt' dnch, plOdu('ed a I-ange 01 \es,eI~ (Fig. 22:J2·M) III both lhe e.adier shell fabric and lht' 1,11('1 ~.-IO 
... hdlll'llIpeled waH,' group. In the rhamcs \dUn, J':II\pified In' recelllh'l-e('orcieci a,semblages slIch ," thin 
from 'a'-1'I10n, ~hdl-tempering. whith dOllunated i\'isemblagtA

\ 111 the earh Iron Age, declined III impoltallu' 
III Ihe middle Iron Ageyl probabl\ [0 the t"il'llI tlt,ll Iht'le \\, .... a break in it" use before it Ie-emerged a\ a 
tladition III tht: lale Iron ,\ge,'eath Roman penod (\\al'<" group l~AO). In the Hiceslel area 'ihell-tempel-ing, 

1:1 .\. \\'ood\\ard .mdJ \tarle~, 'The Imn.\g(' POllen ', III op. cit. 1l00C 2 
J:l (;, Lilillbrid.., 'Pitfalls and Possibilitie~ in lron.\gc I)otlen SlUdics - Expniences in the Lppcl 

I h;JlIlt'''' \'alln·, in n Cunliffe and D. \hle .. (eek). hPt'f/\ fllthl' Imn -Igf m Cnllral Soulhnll Bn/mll (Oxf. 
llll\, Committee 101- \rchaeoL \tonograph ii, I~K·I). 162·77 



"hilt: p(Thap~ nOI dmnillating assemblage, quite to Ihe ~'\t('nl th"t II (lid III the eal" Iron .\ge. "l'(-"I1I" tn ha\t' 
~un i\cd nghl Ihrough the middle Iron ,\ge. as ~en in the e.ull1.:r ph .• ,,«:\.tt HKe"ter Fields, "here it i~ unhlel\ 
Ih • .lI .. uch material \'oa, reslciual. 

\hhough 1\"'0 pha\t.·, \ .. ere ideillified "u<uigrilphiltllh, ler,lIllie.llh the IJillure is Ie.,!> deaf. POlelltlalh ,til 
th(" p()u~n wuld he repl('\entali\'e or.1 "lIlgle pll.l"c "ll.IlIlllllg the CIllt"r~eIlC(, of glog tempered potten, \11 
the milten,,1 \\,h h.lIldmadt'. except III hare group I<~O, ,tlltl 111.1\ lep'('''(,l1t earh <Hlempls 10 COP\ Bdg-il 
)1\ Ie.,. The \1 -1.1.\ (cramin OHur in the lIl.ljOlil\ 01 C.I\e, illong,icie Ihe grog-tempered material. \.~ there h.'\ 
\en liltle rt'clIlllngol feature), \an! ror parl~ of Ihe t'ndo,ult' di((lw" II i ... unlikd\ thatlhe earlie! rnmeridl i., 
redeposilcd . PI <Icti(alh no pOllen \\as n~LO\ ered ft om Ihe pI im<ln fills of elllwr phase I or 2 of th(' ellllw"ul e 
(\11(h, .JhlwlIgh in till: phase I depOl,itlo all the E h,Ul'~ wnll' hum tht, tipper lills. with Ihe e'\ll'ptinll 01 a "'111<111 
~herd hum 5435. Of Ihe lJ ~herds I·ecmered lrolll Ihe p/l",e I fill, ~~ "ere from upper fill,. Olher labli(,> 
pre'>elll in II)\\{'I liIl\ were \3, \13. C:l and C2. 

, PBeI1.Vju'.1, 

Ill(' general <.:()d('~ lI'ed lor \'essel t\ pes <11 t': 

~l1ddlc-Luc lron.\ge 
eB BalTel \haped Jar, 
CC Glohular PPi 

L.<ltc Iron .\ge!earh Roman 
CD ~Iedillm lIlouthed jar, 
CE )tlllal, high ,>hnuldcrccl (01 ·nedt'd·Uar'> 
CF Carinated .ial" 
(;11 Bead ,·imjilrs 
C' SLOragt' jar\ 
11,.\ Cdl"inated bo\'o Is 
110 'l'(ked lx)\\I" 

~liS(ell<lIlcfHl'> <.:Od('~ 

C gellefilljar code lI~('d whcll insuflicielll of 1 illl ,>unl\l" to '1~"lgn mOle :.pccific cocle' 
l h hel e rim i~ too 'Illali 10 be assigned to \l" ... d <.I,Wi 

J he I<1Ilj{(' of form) i\ restri<:tt'd to jilrs and hmd.,. HO\\('H'I ont: \'t.'\\cl. ,I cordoned carinated jar from Wntcxt 
529·1 (I'::W) (Fig. 2:\:'}4), appears to han~ been wheeltlml\\l1 and il ~1ll.l1J IHIUlber ofwnloncd \('s,>(:I., in 1'.80 
may IliI\e been wheel-finished. ~I he mosl common npe alllongst thc ril1l~ which <.:ould be as~igncd «) \e~,el 
t~"pc Wil~ the ~quat, high ~bollldered or ·neded'jar. which rompri,cd !lAX 1:.\' Es, 2it;f- orlhe a~sembl<tgc. 11m 
i~ fi>liowed h) barrel jars. bead rim jars, globuli.lrjnrs <lnd Illt'dium Illoulhedjar .... necked and ci.llinatt,cI rn-)h'h 
(s~e lahles ,I .md 5). \ number or rims were too sllldllto he 'l"igned to <I \e~)l'J dass (Z) and a number coule! 
onl~ be n<i.,igned to dlt' hroad Jlr I~ pe (C). rhe 1ll'ljOl it\ of \'(· .. .,els 0(( Hr in fabric E80 (21'1 b\ lim <.:OlIlll) ilnd 
.111 \'('))<:1 t~pes except carinatedjdrs are repre~t.'"nled in Lhi~ f .. bri( .\1 SJ.lcie Farm globularJdr::. were m,unh 
shell-tempered <mel necked ()I. shouldered jan OCCUlTed in grog-tempered f'lbriLS wh~l"eas at Biu:'>ter Fidd, 
there ".IS a le.,5 dear-cut cOlTelation between p.lluud.1I f(H m~ and fabrIC" \\ith a number of f .. I))"I('" (.\3, CJ 
and fKO) {)(uITing 111 both ... imple \J-L1A ronm and lilter Ilt'{led I'll'>. 1I0w<,\'er the carinated ilnd nccked 
btm!\ o(luHcd ollh in the E ware labric., .. \!though the .1\ClaKe ,held "eight lor Ihe a!o\'ielllhiage is reJallH'h 
10\\ ,md tht' ratio of rilll shel (h to O\clall sherd COUIlI (1 :2~) i\ .tI .. () lc)\\. )ugge<iling a small numher of \es'eI .... 
the F V Es total of 2().04 Indicates Ihat or the le\\ \ e"c1, 11lt'1 e art', an a\'e"l~e of 150( of lhe !"1m circumference 
of ('aeh ,uniH·s.llm figure appears high (om paled 10 the (()l1dllion of Ihe "herds. but I1M\ he i.l reflection 
nf the 'speoar dep<))lt~ of neal' mmpleLe potS in pH'> 311M ,111(\ :-;,119 and pot '!Caller 5397 within dudl 55.}2. 

/)ieora/IOII find C\t 

Decoration I), for the most pan, resu"icted LO Ihe F. halCS. In pallintl,lr \ht:rd~ in E80 displayed bunmilmg, 
cordon(s) anciOl gl'Ome(s) ilt the base or the neck, shoulder, 01 b()(h 01 <l1H <.:ombination of thesc (e.g. Fig. 
21 :22: 23).\iso representcd is vertical. horizontal. obliquc or W;-I\~ comb decoration occasionally a~srx.:ialecl 
h IIh finger-lip indenldtion::. (Fig. 22:44 ~ Fig. 23:·19: 50: Fig. 2'1:(6). I he M-L IA mate.-ial is much mOl e limilt'd 
III tile U'>(' of clec()J<ltioll, which consists mainly of burni .. hing though ()((ilsionall) cordons or groo\-t's an: 
ple~cnL One \(-1.1.\ I"im sherd ha) diagonal finger-nail ~la~hIllK nn the lim, comparable to OIlC rmm Slade 
Farm ll (Fig. 21:10: Fig. 24:':;6). 

II WO(KI\'o,ud dnd ~Iarle\ . op. ('it. note 12 
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Type 
( 

('B 

Cll 

u: 
(,1' 

u: 
ell 
C;\ 

11.\ 

liD 

I 

(;rand 
I ()(~tI 

Type 

C 

CR 

CD 
D, 

U 

C(, 

C1 1 
C, 
IIA 

Ill) 

I 

Grand 
rotal 

\1 ( R. 0 'I \ R 1 \ • S FOR E:. \1 \ 1\ \ N J) I' ML R R. A \ ET AI 

I \Blf4 Ql A' n FICATIO", m FABRI( \~D \ I'SSfi T\J>~' BY "I"~IUI \ESSELS 

A3 A13 
C; 

:l 

~ 

11 :1 

A3 AI3 

(UI 

0.28 O.!!I 

0.1 1 

0.:1 

0.17 

A53 

2 

AS3 

0.2 

0.11 

C2 

C2 

0.11 

C3 
4 

~ 

7 

C3 
()AI 

0.07 

(RI ~I COL' 1) 

LA3 53 SM 

2 7 i 
4 

:1 

:1 Ii I~ 

LA3 S3 SM 

0.06 0.51 0.63 

0.05 0.65 

O. 18 

0.1 0.07 

0.:16 

£30 E40 E80 Grand Total 

2 19 47 
2 14 

6 1:1 

2 21 28 

:1 

4 ~ 

5 6 

I 2 
4 3 10 

11 3 63 1:13 

E30 E40 E80 Grand Total 

0.18 3.55 .'>.81 

0.4 O.2H 2.88 

0.08 1.83 2.9 1 

O.IS 0.14 4.82 

0.35 

O.OS 

0.37 

0.56 

0.24 

0.12 0.22 

0.05 (l.OS 0.06 0.16 

5.-18 

0.35 

0.54 

1.09 

0.24 

0.08 

0.:11 

0.32 

1.6 0.910.310.11 0.5:1 (UI l.ii 1.11 0.9 0.66 12.03 20.04 

~_\ldcn((' of u!.e can be seen on the small number of ~herc.h (three examples) ""hich di.!lplay sooting on lhe 
neck and shoulder and a number of shell.tempered ~hl'rds ""idl It'ached "lIfaces. One rim sherd had been 
pierced b) a sma ll hole in the neck, perh<lp.!l 101 "1I~pell3i()n (Fig. ~H:55). Posl.finng holes in ves.!Iei bases, \\ hidl 
are generally a common charaCleriSlic ofcerami(S of this period in the region, were. however. absent here. 

11Iwtmied I hsels 

rhe illustrated \es~els are arranged b\- watc gtOUp b\ JetlHlre number. \\'ithin each ware group the \essels 
are al ranged b\ \essel type, followed b~ context number. Fot tht" two pha~es of enclosure ditches the material 
i'i arranged by fabric and form by conlext. 
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~ndmun: Di!th. I'ha~e I (Fig. ~() 
J Fah. it _ \~l. Rt'ddi~h brown e .... terior. irregulal h fired, Io)ligh!h !hi( k('lwel and oUhloplllg rim. ,ll1ill 
:! F.lbllt ~_\1. gle\l .. h bnmn, Expanded rim of I.lr. (, ~d33 
:t F.lbl If \:\. n .. ddi~h Illow n to dad.. grc\. il regul'lI h fi. eel I.lr ( . _H I J 

Llhlll (.:\, hl.l(k"lal rim C, 5-11:\ 
~l. ~.lhll( ..,:\. rc.'del.,h hmw II Iu OJ.mgt' ,uri.Ilt'" redu(ed (on', J.1I" { ~l'l--l:; 

,I-CJ 1 (-t:j 2 ro 
\ \ 3 

\ 

O ..... ~~~~_';,;OO mm 

Fig. 20. I'om'n from Phil~l' I l'lId()~ure ditch tills 

".ndn""lt· 1)II(h : Ph,l,e:! IOher tills (Fig. 21) 
6. Fabrit, U, in c.·gular" fin'd, plain dm ofpr. ( 3161l 
i bhl!(- U, IITegularh fired mouleel c .... lcrim .. urtu_c, dal"- glT\ inlerim- surface .lIld cort'. C()Jnpl(·[t· 

pmlile 01 boll I d jar h itlt ~lighth exp.mded rim, (: n_ 3(61) 
~, F.lbrit- QI:~, redeli,11 hmwll to gre\i~11 brO\\J1 irregularl\ firc.'d. 'Japered. outsloping rim ol'glohlll.lr Pl'. 

( H .UI):! 
9. i-.lblif 10),\1. glc\i,h bn)\\ll. jar. C. 5213 

10. 1',II)!i( S.\1. hlat-k, Crc)(we and diagonal finger lip impre,.,iom on top of lim C. 5:'\9-1 
II Llhlif C:l. KTl'\i~h blohn 10 dar!.. gl-e\, Rim of band jar. CR, ;j:lfiO 
I~ . F,lhlll (;$. We\ w d.lrk gTe,. Out~loping I illl ul j.1I 1.)(.1\\1. ( :;~~2 
IJ Llbli( \Io)J. gn.',i.,h hr()\\n. Plain oUlsloping lim. CB. 3JI!! 
II Llblit' ,\10):1. I'c(h.li .. h bl'Ohn ~ul'faces, grc\' core. Slightly l'\c'I'\l'cll'im ofFU IX)hl, CO. 5307 
I.~). Llhllt s:\. It'ddi~h 'lIr1~1('c". elilr!.. grt'\ t:ore. Plain rim ofJ<u bmd C. 5256 
If). Fabllt S:\.I{I'C\ i~h bnmn exterior. I·eddi ... h bn}\\ n ill[(.' l'iOl \\11 b(t·~. dark to li ght gre\ (ore. Band J.tI h ith 

cxpam!t'd lim. cn .. ~.~()() 
17 Llbl i( FlO, glC\ 10 dar!.. grc). Plain, .. Ii ghtl, c\'C'ned rilll of 1;11. CB. 5177 
Itl. Llhli( ~.:Hlt \cllowi~h gn'\ ,urfa<.e .. , glC\ COlt.:', ~cckcdj<1I with ('()Idoll'\, C .. ~. 5:W6 
I !I. Fabl il rHO. rcddi,h bro\\ n 'Surfacc~. gTe\ ish bl'Oh n (ore. I\arnel jal. CB, ,1013 
:!O. I-'.Ibll( ~.~O. Icd tn gTc,i,h hrown sudiu.:e.,. Iligh~~huulelcledFu, CI:.. 5:191 
21. Fabl it EKO, dal" We:\ to black sUI'face<i gTe\ core. II igh shouldered jar h ith [(wdon de:mr;:uioll. (E,. 3:-\9 I 
:!2. Fabllt ~.~(). l't'd(li~h hn)\\n I() grc\ ,urfan:' ... !pe\ HJle.j.1I \\ilh (f)ldom alld groo\e'S. C~. ,""-i;)27 
:n. ",Iblll I·J'in. reddi.,h ~lllrace ... gr'e, (Ore. Shouldcl'l'd lill" \\ith (Ol"(lon dcwl';uion, CEo 539-1 

Lncin","n: Oitth : Pha .. e 2 upper fill" (Fig. 22) 
21 bhli(\.:\. di.lr!.. gre\, Expanded I-im. C. 5111 
~~J. F;lI}! i( ,\.:S, rcddi~h hm\\11 to black. Bead rim J<l1 00\\ I, (: 11 ,):\77 
~6. Fahl i< QU. \t'ihmi~h grt'\ to dal k grc\. Jal. 'tOOling Oil IIcd. CR. j~(j9 
'27, Fahli( \ _\1. dillk gre\ e .... ternal 'iurf~cc and miT. rcd [II d,n"- glt·, int('rnal .. ur/:a<.:c. Thir!..ellcd 11111. ( 

.""-iU-1 
2N. I-"bli( <::3. gre\i~h bro\\II. Rim. C. 3--101 
29. I-<lbm C$. dark gr(;'\ e .... terior and core. ,cll(mi .. h bro\\/lII1[(;,l"Iol' ~urlacc. I'iain rim. C. 3~U3 
:\0. 1,II)!i( C2. gre\i~h br()\\Il. Sliglllh oUl~loping rim. CB_ ~liJ9 
:H . I·"blit S3, ,cllowl,h gre\ to brO\\I1. Mediulli mouthed,'II. CD :;23$ 
:\!~. Fabli( S:l. dark KI"(:'Y to d.lr"- reddish bro\\n. BarrclJar \\uh expanded rim. CB. 3401 
:U I'<ibm S3.light grc'rlsh brohl1 to dar!.. gTe'. \Iediulll moulhcdjar. CD. 5-101 
:H. hlhl it S:l, Yellowi!)h gre) to greyish bnn\ n. ~lcdiUIl1-motlthcd jar bowl. sooting belo\\ rim, CD. 5-10 I 
35. Fabric S3, grc\ish brcmn. Ou[sloping rim, C. ;j-10 1 
:16. Llhli< S3.light grey to dark gre), medium-mout hed)ar bO\\1, CD. ,:")-401 
~17. Llbnc S:l. gl C, Ish brO\\ n. J ar'1>o\\ I with c\cflt'd rim, (:. 3·10 I 
:lH. Llhm HO. gre\ic,h brown. Bo",,1 \\ith cordon .. on necK.,shouldcr. ~ooting on neck. HD. 5101 
:m Fabnc F-IO. \ ellowish bmwn to dar"- g1"e\. grc't (Ore. Jar \\ ith e\ efled rim and cordons on shoulder. (F 

32:;;\ 
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to. ,·,.hll{ t:10, ,elIO\li .. h gle\. light gn" wre. 'e<l.{'d jal bI;)\11 \\ull ('()Idons. CEo 5228 
II 1-•• bm U~(), d;1I L ~Tt'\ with Iighl gTe, CUle, Bead rim ho\\ll'"' ell 53-10 
I~ LJi)II{ UIO, d,ll L grl:\. I eddiloh bnm II {()It:'. Rim. (: .i 16:\ 
1:\. bil,l i{ UIO. r('ddi~h \ellcm ~tlrfacc~. gTC) {on'. Jar II ilh {()Idoll 011 ned.. and base uf Ile<-L, C. 32:Ei 
II. rahllt 1:.1'10. I t'(hlhh hum n ... mf:.lH·\, I t'ddi~h orange Oil 11m. \Iith gTe~ (ore. Lal'ge ..,lOl.ll(e j.lr \\ nh 

(oulon .. ,lIIri finRt'I·lip indell(;mo!l\ Oil ... houlcl(:'1 amI uppel bod\, C' 5253 
n. rahri( 1'.1'10, ddl L ~pe\. 'nJ...ed hO\11 II ilh g1()()H'~ on .. hOllldt'1 bod" 110. :-l·192 

r.Il(.!CI'IllIl· Ph"~l'~: Plh 51lH; :-l5':d; .H·19' j·tofi' j2~3 .md !x, ... ,hule 32·11 (Fig. 23) 
Iii. J·.lhrit ...,:\, (1011 L hum 11 10 grc, i,JI hnm II J 'hit l{'llt'd I'im ()i j.11" 1)()\\ I, ( : .. n 12 
17 l'i1hli( UW. rl'ddl"h manKe to blatL 1.11 \Iilh pbin, OIlI~lopill).{ rim and rilling on ..,houldl'l. Soollllg or. 

IIl'{k. eg, ~}121'1 
IH, FahrlC. rHO, 1l'ddi .. h ClI,II1Ke 10 blatL 'c.·(Lt'd J'll "ilh 'pallin){ on lletL, (:l. 5121'1 

-ID. Fahric !'.tW. lwl 10 dark gl't') . .Ial wilh (ollih dCWr<lIlOIl, (I) [, J 2H 
30 ralJl K ERO. I eddL,h 01 angc to darJ... grl'\i\h hI OIl II. JI1 Ilith rom\) dt'cOialioli. CD. :i J 2x 
.... 11. F"hn< EKO. Icddi,h orange 10 blil<'~. '('(Ll'cI )<11, (L .jl~t'! 
;·)2. Fahl i( \:~, I eddi'lh orange h) dark gll'l, \kdlllllHllOutht'd }1I. CD. 51 ~6 
:):\. Llbll{ (',1'10, gl<",,\h ,dhJ\\ to dal L glt'l. M(mllllll, bllllli,hcd. gIOOH;" at ba~e 01 ncd .. 11.\. 52:\ I 
.j·l. Llbl i( 1'.:\0, rec!dl'l-h hmwn II ilh ledd.,h or;lIlgt' (or('. \\'Iwel lin 0\\ n. {al inaled jill II lIh (()I don" CI .j~W 1 

Di!{h ... I1IUIUIC j~)J2 (hg, ~4) 
53 F;tbri{ ~.\I Idlolll\h humn lodarL gll', . .I.I1. (. :).·).iO 
.·)G. Lllm<. ~,\ 1. blad. .. Rim II ilh diagonal fingn nail ,1.l~hll1g, L :j:Hl7 
.n !'ab. il. ,,;\ I. cial ~ grt'\ w blad ... Exlel n.llh (:'pandcd lilli, ( :):\97 
..iH 1',lhri( UW, 1(:ddi,h orange to reddi..,h hlO\\l\ . .1;11. Cll .H9i 
.• )~1. (· .. IJII{ FRO, darL grt'I,lighl gle' H)lt.'. Comh dl'"(m,II{'d bO(il ,ht'I<I. :1:197 
flO, (',lbrK FXO. d.n L grcI, lighl gn'l tol c. Cordon IX'loII tim and ill ha,t' olllc(k. (. .l:i97 
III 1-abm F.~W. (hilL gl't'l. hl'rlt'd nlll \lith {or don .11 ba..,c ulrim. C" ~):\9i 
O~ ..-..bri( EHO. I {'ddi,h orange ~1I1 fact"~. glt'\ Wil' . .I,ll bOIl III ith (01'<1011\. cn. J:~97 
6:\. F.lbri{ FHt), {Ll! I... gle~, Shouldered \e'i~d IllIh rilhng Oil ..,llOuldcl. CEo 5:H)3 
GI 1·,,1,1 ic FXO leddi,h O1.lIlgt' 'til b{c .. , g"c~ tort', Shollldl'r('d I("'c! 1\llh gn}()le!>. Oil !>.houldel. {:I·, . :DiH 
fl.·}. Liblit LHO, reddi~h hro\\n .. urfa(l'. Hlt'\ (OIL' and Il'dd",h OI,mgl' lim, J,lI' wilh gTt)()\l"I ,\I1e1 (orclom, 

<.I' ~);liR 

(lb. \>;rhIK I·,HO. d;tr~ to light glt'~. \lecllllm 1ll00lth('d Jal \\rlh /Odl''i{' (t)lnb dccoration bdo\\ {oninn. (:n 
~);)iH 

(:tlroIiO/Og), 

I he \('lIklllt'lit <II Bice'>ll'r Field, appeal .... CCI<ll1licdh al 1<-""1, 10 be 1t'L-iti,ch ..,holl lill'd. I here I'" all 
i1b~en/ (' of t';Jllu.'r f .. brio and forms .... tI{h ;I ... the ('(1a1 ,t' ,hell fa!>1 iOi and dnglliar le"se1'i ilnd lil1j.{t'l.llp 
dnillalion Ihdl (haraCleri ... e ead\ Iroll \ge i1\Selllhlagc ... illlhc region, such <I'l- at ,-bh\ille Period 11'land 

Lt11llom Pha-.e II III I he middle 10 !;11t' Inm\g-t' compollcnt of Ihe iI..,~elllblage (ompli~l''' b;lIlel <llld 
g-lobu1.u pI'''' lIilh '1llIple rims and lillie dl'cm.uloll, III linl'!' ..,hdl. caiLareotlS. lime<;l(HH.' <lnd '<mel 
labn(,. u)lJlpalahle to Ihe a~selllblag(''' Irom\.. ... llIilk-. :\121 (.\ldle'iler),I' Deer Pi-Irk Road. WHllel. I" 
SI,tcit' l'al mt~1 ilnd Whitehouse Road, (hfonl.!U Lilt' the ne,lIb, a\'icmblagt.'" at Slade Fiu Ill. Iht' \1·1.1,\ 
potl<'l\ hom Bi(e'lC1 Field\ ..,h()\\~ LI ...... ot.atloll' \\illl IhlS n.all'l'ial from the L ppel Thalll('~ \allt'l .mc! 
.11~o \lilh lIl,tlcrial hom 'urthampLOmhi.e. I he CIi<tIlIH:I'lIIl1jal \llIh nad·\la..,hillg dC«)I.Hlon 011 Iht." 

(..1) Del{o<ile.· rhe Iron .\gl' Poue" '. in \1 P,lItlllgltlll, Jht' Fum'rlll/l11 oj flIl/nJII Igr~t'ltll'lIIt'l11. 
11101/:.1' 'lgI' Rmg.dildll'l {HuJ ROl/lflll h'ulllln (II ,4,1111'1111' limlmg hla/I', IbmglicJII (O-'./or(Nlirt'} J9i-/·7n ((:H.\ Rt". 
Rl·p. '-X\iii, 1!l7H), '1O·7H. 

IIi {; I..nnbri(L. 'I hl' Iron Age Polt(:n', 111 t •. L<lmhl'llJ... ;111<1 1\1 Robin~()n, /rOil ,4,gr and UCIII/(111 HI1'fnltil 
Srlllllllfll/l at /-(lI'mooT, (),[o)'(lIIl11l' (CB,\ Rl'~. Rep, ''-Xii, 1~179). 

I, I~ Boolh and J 1:..1 <Ins. 'lion Age Pottcr,," in l~ (\001 h,.J. h <111' and.J. I I iller. 'EXUI\,<lliom in I he 
e"l'iUllur,d ~cttk'mt'1l1 of Roman ,\khl'..,ll·1. {)ximdsliill', 199J' (fOllhtolllingl. 

1101 (. I. \\'a]l,a'1', '.-\ \fiddle !tOil \ge Sl'llicnlCIl1.11 1)e{'1 ParL Road. \\ilne'> r.xc<\\alio!l\ in 199~·. 

()\fmlt-"II\/tl.lx (1995), fi7·92. 
1'1 Op. (il. nOll"' 2. 
:.m J Tillllll, '1)011('1\ ' ,111 -\ \ltldel el al. 'Fx(.I\;.uiom al \\'hill'hnuo.,(' Road, Oxford, 1992'. (J\/Itl1t'lIIW. hiii 

(l99:'\),3(}·1)1 
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nm can he Pitl alleled \\-ith materiallrom 'ollhalllpIOn.,hllt'.!1 \dWll' the It'thnlque appt'ar~ to (ca:-.e b, 
\1) :-)(). I"hen" i., conlillui(\ in Ihe lISC of shell temper ;It BKe.,ter Field.,. Ihrough the ~I-Ll.\ into Ih .... 
UR I hi~ tfenel diflcn from that in Ihe Ihalm:., \·all('\ .It .,It .... " .,mh a.., Farmoor and (;l'a\('I1\ (.m!! 
wh('r-e "helltt'mper 1\ lhar-a(lt"ri~tic of Ihe carh Imn \gt', dC(I"ciI'Img m 1;.1\ our of '.lI1e1 and \egetabl(' 
Ill.uell<d inlO the \11.\. a change whkh i.., palli( lIlalh llt.'.l1 at 1-<llmOOI Ihe continued lise of ... hdl III 
\11\ .. h:-.elllbLtge:-. to the north dnd ea.,t 01 the rham e", \aUe\ l<lll be !)ecn at site, .'ouch <1., Sbele Farm, 
Ch mpton P"l1 k,:! ~ .mel Stccple ... \stoll:!" and at '"elbun (.,lIllp III ,olllh \\ '.ll \\ i( "'hire,!" Ont' dillt-rent(.' 
between tht':-.e asscmblages and Bice:-.tt'r Fit'ld~ Farm" Ihe ab.,enu' of "cored \\arc at the latter .. -\ slllali 
;1I11ount of ,(on:d w.lle W .. IS prescnt al Slade Farm and it 'rudi lllt'lIt JI \' f(" III of "coring \\.1., ob"ent'd .Il 

(;I,l11pwn Park. It" absence at Mice"ttT Field~ i ... pcrh .. p'" <lllolher indi(ator that there is lillie gellulne 
\11.\ materitll \\ilhin the a\\cmblage. 

Paralkh fOf the I,IICI' Iron ,\ge compollent ( .. Ill he 'I('cn prill(.ipatl) III thc largc assclIlblagc~ hOI1l 
(.ra\"dl~ GII\ and Yarn 1011 and the assclIlbbges at Slade F<l11II and O;"(ol"d Road, Bict'stt'L Ahhougia 
'Belgit' ... l\ Ie pOllt'r) OCWI s \\ideh- \\ Ithin the L ppn I hallll· ... \alle\ Ihe m:llC'rial from Bil eS(C I Fidtb 
dispt..q" a numbel of characttTislics gcneral!, ''''pical of thi, region . .,Udl .1, the finger illdentation~ and 
combing den)! <Ilion Oll tht: shoulder of some \c'!'.\ch. ,,-hid} (-.111 bt, pafalleled within assemblage., Irom 
~onhalllplOmhire.21i It is interesting to notc thill <.It Bile<;ter Field!'. \irlualh all the gl'Og tClllpered 
malt'rial appear~ LO bt' handmade "herea\ ilt Slade Elrlll, (;r,nl'lh (~lI\ and Yarl1lon:!i a IllllC'h largc l 
pl()ponion olthc a""emblage IS it Hot whed-lhJOwn then ,\hed-finished Ahhough most" glOg
tt'mpel ed, the htlt'l pOllen' at Biccslt'r Field, lack~ am ear" Roman component ~uch a ... fine W<lrT', 

white w.tn: beaker ... or imports slich as Soulh G<luli"h ~<tmlalt 01 am ilmphorae .. -\1 a number of .,lIe, 
\\ullin lilt' a1C'1 lhl~ eal" Roman material i., found ill .. h..,O(:l<tllOIl with Belgic lIlalel·ial. for example at 
(hford Road . Bl(e~ter. "here Booth assign ... Ihis mater' iallO hi' Pha:-.c I 01 (. ,-\D20 :10 - AD6(). iO,!!'! Iht' 
ludlln<:ntan nalme oflhl' ~I-LI. \ matenal COll1blllt'd \\ ith the 1<I<..k of char<lueristK Roman matellal 
(i ncluding a IOlal absence of am 'Romani.,ed· coal~c "ail's) would theldore indicatc" terminal clalt' 
I()) the .I ... "emblagc nOI long ahel the middle of Iht' 1\1 (;('I1II11\\D. if not prc-conquest. 

,\Ithough t helc i, II kd~ 10 hm'e been a celtain degrcc of rc-dt'po.,ition within lhc a" ... t'mblage its (:"tent 
I., illicit-a). ·1 he \1-1,1.-\ fabric ... OCCUI' alongsidt' LIR OIll'!o. tn the majorit' ofcontexb and could well h'l\t' 
been in me along ... ide Ihem. h is interesting to nOle 111'-11 cOlllparilli\.-'e!\ lill Ie~" pOllen \\<1" fccO\el'ed 
hOllltht' phase I encJO.'ollle ditch than pha"e 2 (')('e I <Ible 6). ,\"0 thcle i., hlr more di\cr,il\ illlhe ph<lsc 
2 group~. Apart from the upper fills of the phase 2 enclosllre. 11l0~1 groups of potter\- \\elc too '1111<111 to 
be met! 101 confidenth dating the feature') in whilh tht.', (K("lInTd e:xct'pt broadly LO the mid·lalc Iroll 
\gc . \"0 IC.:Illlre:-. contained onh ~I-Ll.\ material. although il WiI'" dominant III the phase I cnriosUl(' 

ditch fills <lnd it is po\sible thal the ~ingle F80 ~herd ill the lo\\-ci pha')c I ditch fill., \\i.lS intlll~i"'e, \ 
nUIlli>el or pit" contained onl~ late Iron Age fJotten ,mel Ihi, nlatnial. <I" might be t:xpc(lt:d. had iI 

highel 'I\'crage sht'l'd weight and W"IS in <I gener.lIl) bettel- condition than the m;:~Olit\ 01 Ihe 
<l'l ... t'lllbl<lg"e. Gin~n the gennalh poor condition (If lilt.' a~.,elllblage i.1~ a "hole. il i .. intercsting to 110ie 

:!I R. \I I-r IClld!)hip- liJ' 101. Lal, La "!t'1I1' Hlltt'l) 0/ thl' .\ nit' /11,,1 II dlanti 111111'.,1. '\ortlwlllpIOIl\/1Ir1' (B.\ R 61 it 
\it'l l<lXX:\., 1999). 

~:! s. (;It'('n, I~ Boml! ;lIId I . Allen. "h(' 1 .• lIl' Inlll _\g(' ilnd Roman Poltc:n ·. in ( •. Lamblid. . I \lIen 
and F. I leah:" (;'(ll'f'Il, (;11), Sl(m/em Ihmo/lrt: thr d"1.!l'iupmt'1I1 11/ (/ pnlllllllll( omi/luI/IOIw-Bnlljh lond\((/jJt' (o.\ l 
!Ill thwlI1ing ), 

:!:\ J~ Uoolh , '· 1 hl' Il"On .. \gc Poucn ', III C. Croppel .mel ,\. lI .mh '- I he i'.xc<I\alH)fl of Iron Age ilnd 
\ledic"tI Fealllle') ,H GhmplOll P:lrJ.... O:...fordsliill", ()wmn/lU/. !xii (1997), 1O-t-7. 

21 K, Bro\\ n. 'The Later Prchistoric alld ROIl1<l1l 1'01lt.'1 \ '. 111 \itct'plc \!.IOII. OAL repoll (ill 
pn.'p.lration). 

:.1. C, '>ltAllhur. 'Ex('a\a lion, at 'adbun Camp. \\'anl itk~hll(,', limB. lIinnillglwlII aT/(1 Uarh. I rrllllt'uJ. 
SI>( 'I:' (I 987-H), 1-16. 

2h Fricllthhip-I.nlol. op. 01. note: 21 
"!i I~ BOOlh . '· 1 he I.alel !'rchi.,lOril.. and ROllldll PUllt'n', ill C, lie,. Inl1l 4gr tn /lllma" IJl1Id'O(llpe ami 

,)Pllit'lIIfII/. )illlltml. \oJ. 2, OAL monograph (in prepar'llion). 
:!Ii I' Boolh. 'POllen and odwr CenllnlC Find,,'. ill ( \Iould t:l .11,. op, 01, flOle 3. p_ 82. 
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I,BLE 6. QL\' I I FIC\lIO,\ B\ I'IL\'>L I·f \Il RE 

Phase Structure No. Type No. sh WI (g.) MV EVEs 

pi t' Ill-ila 3292 pH II 
pi (0 III-lla 3:H5 dilth ;1 :G 
c:nt!o"lII (. phtl",e I 3118 dilth 22 III 0.11 
('fl( to'lIH.: ph'I\t'" 1 3·10:1 diuh 26 :!64 :; lUI 
elll ImLllt' ph<l",(' 1 370H diuh I; 4H (l.(I:) 

('II( !mull' pha\c '2 3139 dilth 23 II~ 

l'll( !()~UI'" pIM\"· :? 3239 dil(h (10:-) l(il4 21 ;UI 

ell( lo\ull' pha~c: 2 32·10 dilth 238 '2171 1:1 I.SIl 
t'lldol,ul(' phaw :! 5;)03 dilch ;1:1 1 10H(; II L1i 
pi1,"t' '2 501:l pil I 2 
phil\L' '2 3095 !)()"tho!t' II Ill? 
pha .. (, '2 3116 lil't'l 2 22 
pha\L' 2 511~ pH 3:, 1'149 Ii lAG 

pha\e '2 51:l6 lul'lo\\ I I 

ph .. "e '2 522:1 pit -.) ,- jill 2 0.66 

ph;l'lt.' '2 5241 find\ lei 9:l 119 
ph .. ,e '2 j21:~ find\ 11:1 tlH ;I IH :1 (1.:1'2 

pha\".' '2 521 1 pm.lh()Jt.> Iii 91 I (U)H 

ph .. ,,(· 2 j230 ,,1.-u(llil (' 126 fiH I 2 0.1'2 

pha!'!t' '2 3'236 po, .. t,lUl'l 91 3 II O.:Hi 
phil .. e '2 529:S dllth E) jj9 II (U1H 

ph .. ,t' '2 532·1 Kill" 19 :; 
pha,(' '2 3:144 glilH' (lll '21 6i 
ph.he '2 .)~O6 pH 3'2 :nH 2 0.'21 
phit,t' '2 5418 PL! '2J 7:i (1.11(; 

ph<l,e '2 :;~20 dil<.h 1:1 :)'2~ Ii 0.1:) 

ph;'~l' ~ .J~42 pI! 7 5':-) 

ph<t'l' '2 ;1·H9 pi! 111:S 966 2 O.:t") 

ph,.'l' 2 :lS12 fimh r<.'l II l)~<) -"- O_:!I 

pha .. t' '2 35,lj {{11th II 15 (LI 

pha .. t' 2 5;)50 pot ~t;lItl'l :!l':-) 1HO n 211 
pha\t' 2 5552 dilth 7'27 :1~OO '2:\ :'-19 

pIM .. l· '2 553~ Pi! ~)9 -1'29 I 0.41 
pha,,(' '2 j571 pH 8 ~o 

phi.t\t:' '2 557:~ 1;" t:'1 1~:1 ':-)7H :1 (u.') 

phi.l!'!t' '2 36'26 P" I :I 
ph"I\t:' '2 567M gu1h ~ '20 ~ n.I.") 

pl1<\'I..' '2 36BI gulh IH 
ph.l\(' '2 36K) gulh 2 7 
pha"ol..' '2 jiO 1 dit(h 

pha"oe '2 5705 gu!h :1 19 

ph'I\1.." '2 5711 dil(h 3 20 0.0.") 

ph .. ..,!;' '2 57 I :~ ditch .) lH 
phil\l' '2 571H gulh 91-1 90 
pha'lci j510 ditch :; :~.) 

PO!'!I db<llldonlllent :;631 glllh :1 
PI),!( ahandonmellt 5613 Klllh 3 :IH 
po" abandonmenl 56-If) gllih H H6 2 0.1.") 

PO\I dhancloTlIllt'T11 56GB duch I I 

Sub-total :~ 15 I 221 I~ 1;3:1 ~O.O I 

El1\ironmenlal :111:1 9:\j 

Total :li:J7 230B3 I :l:l 20.0! 
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lilt' significanlh larger ~herd~ in deposits "ithin cerl,lin pits and in the 'pot .,callen· \\I\hin ditch filb 
\\hl(h are suggestive, lJo~:,ibl\. of some foml of structured depm.ition. L nfonunatel, the ouh pot ten 
recmered from the inhulIl:'ltion \\<lS a smgle hadh abraded sherd relnc\ed dUring the pmcessing of 
emironmclllal samples. datable to Ihe :\I-LI.\. 

I-he as.'temblagt' is therefore of inlel est in Illat it .appears LO ~pall a relati\'t'h ~hon pel-iod. e.'tsentiall) 
to\eting the late lion Age and the transition to il (i-o m t1w middle Iron\ge. Recent work at Slack 
Farm:.>9 and Oxford Road. BiceMer. ~(J hi.1S produced comparable assemblages .,pannmg t he ~ _ I , \-Ll .\ and 
LI .r\-I:.RB (early Roman ) pt'riod., re~pecti\e1}. Bicesln Field" hlils bCI\\t:en dle.,e t\\t) alld as :,uch shares 
dements with both \\l1h regard to the late I ron Agt' assemblages. rhere wa~ no eatl~ I nUl Agt' Illi.uerial 
at Bice"ter Fields and the qualllit\ of Illllidle to late Iron Age pOllen. IOgelhel \\ilh range of fabrics, 
does rIOI mdicate that thi~ period ofaCl i\'it~ on the site was long-liH·d, 

Un like Slade Falm, Ihere is e\idellcc for metal working and CX(llllngc 01 trade niclcnu:,d through 
the pre<,ence of Droitwich briqut"tage and a piece of :\Ia~ Ifill Mone Oil the .,Ite. This combinL'd "jlil the 
bet lhm Biccstt'r Field., was elldo\ed, un like Slade Farm, might suggest Ihat it W;l'~ of highcr '>latus than 
Slade Fmm. rhe proximity of the 1\\0 ~iles and the fan that neither appeals to c' lend in to the e;lIh 
Roman period indicate .. thai dilTen.·nte~ betwecn them are unlike" to re"u it frolll facto)"'; of location 0 1 

(hronology. There afe \en few sites \\ithin the region "h ich appe.t r ") ha \'e lile S,lIne Ull-OO date as 
Bitester Fields. The date range ofthe Oxford Road site. which wlltin ued in me hom the late Inm Age 
illln the ('aI''' 2nd cenUln .\D. is mOl l' common ly ob..,ened \\ ititin the legion. Slade Fann is (lnt' of \en 
fe\, other sites" hidl ma\ h,1\e cC<l:-.ed to be occupied at abolll the conquest period. but it had been in 
u.,c for much longer befOll' that lime. Site Don Iht' A·121 eXGl\'atiom. :~1 ::.itualed some 2 km. south-west 
of Bice>;ter Field", Illay \\-ell han" had a similar. con:-.tricted (tile ran ge, but the pauot\ of material there 
means t hal th e ahsencc 01 middle Iron .\ge and earh Roman ponen, while "uggesti\t·. is not ('()Ilciusi\t'. 

THE FIRED CLW b\ KA)T BROWN 

SOIllt: 3.9 kg. of fired cl;:1) \\(1:' ICu)\ l'1 ed from Ihe eyaluation and subsequent eXGl\;ltions .. \Ithough the l1l<lJOI-it\ 
of the asscmblage cOJll pri:,ed ilmulphom fragnH:'llts. a small "lmOunt of ;'slruuu ral daub. 1I iangllial loomweiglll 
Iragmc·llt". a po~siblc weighvspindle whorl and bliC]uetage wt're identified. The mateTial \\.1" quantified b\ 
llumber 01 /i'aglllenb and "eight b\ cOlltext, and bwad litbl-ic group:, \\l're idelililied lllaLroscopicall\'. 

Four broad f;.tbric group~ were Identified by principal indmion, nalllt'h sand (FabriC' I). \{"n line s.Hld\ 
(;'natUlal) (Fab ri<.: 2),110 \isihle inclusion,> (Fabric 3), and '>and and tint'ar H:':'!Itiev(Jrgamc tt'mpeled material 
( FaiJri( l ). rile.: llIi1jurit\ ofmatnial i ... sand tempered, ,,, ith IOOlll\,-e ighls octulTing in Ihi., fablic. The org;:lnic· 
tempered fablic \\',h restri(((.'d to the hriquetage fragments <lnd the spindle\> horl wa~ in fabric :{. Daub was 
idcntifidble through impressions frolll \\allk·. and although the material \\<\s In a l'eI<lti'-eh poor condil ion a 
numb~1 of fragmenl!,> \,ere identified. Where fragments displi.l\ed smooth surfatt' .. and corners <lndor 
perforations these \\ere idemified a., loolllweig lH fragments , \\ ilh triangu lar looillweights identified fmm 
wnle:\ts 5227 and 5:n7 .. \ small round. fired clay object with an oblique perhnation. probabl) a spindle\\hod 
(Fig. 25:-1). \\as I-e«nered from context 5227. A slllall amOllnt of briquet age was reco\ cred from comexLS 5096 
and 5[6:3 d i ~pla~ing the cha raneri~tic rough interim. a lthough no rims were present. 

1 he m'U(J1 in: of the fired ct,l" was I ew\·ered from negalin' features. p..inrip<lll) the fills of Ihe phase 2 
encl(l,u le dil(hes (52:\9 and 52·10). Thi~ includedlhe triangula r loollmeights. one of\dm:h \\a~ rewven:d in 
;-l\socialion \\ith Ihe spindlew llOri and with potte,y. (}nl~ 12 g. o l·li red da~ was re(()\ered from Ihe phase I 
c"H'lcmll-e ditch. and small amounb \\('re 1 etric\ed from ,1 Ilumhel of pils and Ihe phase 2 house gull\'. 
HI iq\lel3ge was recovered from Ihe upper fill of po::.thole 50 15 and a fill of the phase 2 enclmure. Houndan 
c\ilch 3 1 18 and gulh :j552 abo produ<.:ed fired cia, as did a number of the late,· gul lies . 

. \ h hough the m,~jOlil) of the d,semblage i., tllldi<lgnostic. tht· prt:~ence of fi"cd del\ i~ st ill an indicalOl 01 
domcHic seulemelll and the loomweight fragment" and spind lewhorl indicate .,OIllC texti le pnxluoion on "iIC. 
BriquetaKt' \t' .. _~els are used in the dning and Iramport of salt and <Ire all il1liiCClLOr olthe ciisuibuli()11 of lhi~ 
wmmodil\. nl e briquelage at Bicesler has been identified <IS lhal produced <II Dl0itwich (Fabric 1),:12 \\hi[h 
p(linu. to 'O IIl t: form of Ira de or exc hange with areas oUlside the Lpper ' l halllc's Vallc,. 

2\1 \\'o(x:h\<ud and ~liJrle\'. op. <.: il. note 12. 
:~(t I~ BOOlh, op. (:il. nOle 2H . 
. ll P Booth et al.. op. (It. nOlt' 17. 
32 D. Ilmsl and II. Ree". ·Pow.','} Fabri<.~ ; a lllulti.pcriod se ric's for lhe count\ of Ileleford <lnd 

\\'on.:e:,ter ', in S. \\'oodi\\i~s (ed.l. hon .Igf an(1 RonulII Sail ProtlllcliulIllmJ till' ,\ledtrl'flllilWlI of Droilu'lrh (i t\ 
Res. Rcp.lxxxi. 1992),200-9. 
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rHt MET,IL\\'ORK b\ LIN R. SCOTT 

A \(;'1\ .. Illall a .... clllblage l'Ompri.'lt"<; II coppel i.lllo~ and 6 iron ohjcos (I'able 7). Fi\c oflhe copper alloy objects 
<Ire unstratified and mOllt, probahl) all. art' of rcc:t.:nl (late POSHllCdic\'al) dale.nll'ce further objec15 from 
contt;xt 50{)1 £lIe ul post-medinal date and include.: a coin 01 Georg<: III. -I he objecr<; from COntexL<; 5395 and 
.~40i £ITT hoth \'t'1\ eroded and fragmcntary and nOI identifiahle. AU the iron objecl.s are slJ<uilicd but none 
i~ of 'UI\ iutriTl\lc IUtc.:U'St. -I hn:e objecl.') (nx 51'-19. 5276. ::>39-1) are .!olllall strips OT Iragmcllls, and a fourth 
objcn nu\ be ,. IUII-,e .. hoc· nail ((IX 5:\ 10). 'I he horseshoe is nfpost-medie\al date . l-he corroded objen from 
wnlcxt 5tliJO \\<1:<. X-r;l\cd bUI ')tili could not he idenufied 

Context Number 

L , 
(=:;723) 

L \ 

L~ 

l is 

L '-s 

51101 
5001 

3:~95 

5407 

lowl 

3060 
3102 

5119 

5276 

5310 

:139--1 

lOla 1 

SF No 

5j 

30 
:;4 

51 

T\BI.E 7. I!lf \If I \I.\\,()Rh ,\SSf \lBL\(;f 

Metal No. of objects 

Ca I 

Ca 

Ca 

Ca 

La 

Ci\ 

ea 

Ca 

Ca 

Ca 

La 

Ca II 

Fe 

Fe 

Fe 

Fe 

Fe 

Fe 

Fe li 

Comments 

Flat circular bUllOII with (3!:1l in 
I()op; the lace i~ polished and has a 
milled edg-e. 

cast flat circular hillton , \\ ilh loop 
missing 

machine made thimble, sqtla~ht'd 
\\'ith top mi!:lsing 

Gl\1 hutwn \\ ith 10\\ relief 
decoration: loop lo~l. Cop pel allO\ 
or pmsibh pewtt'l 

('a~t \'e~sel. \\ ith \\ ide \pla, ed neck 
01' mouth and thickened rim: 
possibl\ a bo\\ I. Cop pel all(n 
(gun/bell metal:-) 

pO.'l.!oible coin, \\0111 flat 

Fhu circular ca~1 hUlWIl wilh ca~1 
loop 

Peum of George Ill. HI06 

(a..,t rumbler. or pellet. hdl 

(']'Oded hag-ment 

Ihin cun-ed strip, \cn- small 
fragment 

he,H ih corroded obj('fI 

horr.;cshoe with n"III"O\\, hut \en 
thick bramhes. no (alkins. bUl slight 
('vidence 101" Icathered heeb: four 1101il 
holes \'i~ible nn Ollt' branch, similal 
number 011 opposite side? rhe toe is 
worn. 

IIlllI strip 

smalilragmenl 

horseshoe nail with tapcr square 
')eClioll head 

thin Strip 
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TilE ~IETAL\\'ORKI:-;G WASTE b, l.Y:-;;\1E KEYS 

Almost 1.$ kg. of debns Identified <b slag wa~ retO\e-red Cilllillg the e\.ca\',lIioll!,. \to'lt of Ihi<. had occ:n 
produced b\ ~econdan ilOn smithing, although Ihelc \\il\ d -,>maU Cjuillllin of undiagnmtit sldg plt'''cnt 
(56 g.). ~I hi~ ,lag could ha\e been pnxiuccd b, eilhel smelling or smithing ahhough no diagno'llic C\ Ideuu' 
fOl iron smelting \\ as found. 

J he "lag represellls a bl-ie[ period of smithing .U.:tl\ll' \\ 11Ich nla\ h,l\c talcn place somewhere: in lhe: ~\\ 
it'-Cit of the site during phase 2, ~Iosl. but nOt all. t •• me II om un {cawl es in an area to the ~\\' 01 the phase I 
dll(h elldosure and the phase 2 enclosure_ \ fragment of qUilrt7lle \\hich has been identified as pan of an 
am'il \\as also found In thIS area. 

Conlexl 5460 is perhaps the most compl'ehemiH: in It'nm of the di<lgnO'tK debri, it cont<-lins: l\\O 
smithing he'lrth bOlloms. some broken flake hamnH.:r"talc (a micro-.'>Iilg produced b\ "ct'ondan non 
slllnhing), smithing slag lumps H6g.) and \Itrilied health lining (I6g.); -JOg. of Ihe undiagnostic ~Iilg callle 
from this context. 

i::.lsewhel e. lcr) lImall amounts of slag wert: found (cut~ 5182. 5406 <llId 3438) but 110 amollnt which IIllght 
indiG-Ut!' a second ((Xli'> of a<.:li\ity. 

WORKED STONE by FIO:'-lA ROE 

The assembhlge of worked stone is a small one, comi\tlllg 01 i pieces. but it nnellhele~s c.on(.'lins nt'lll\ 
of interest {see ('able 8). There is a complt'tc pebble-hammer, \\hi(h i\ plobabh of ealliel p,'ehistOl'ic 
date. For the Iron Age, there are 2 fragments of ... addlc qu(>rn or rubber, 2 hammer~LOnes and a 
hattered fragment that ma) be part ofa nude ,lin II or mOllar. I'hen: i., also a quantit, ofbumt ,tone. 
and two fragment!' of uncenain provenance Ihitl IM\{' the appearance of .,hale. although the pOOl 
condition of the Ill'Herial makes it impossible to identif." them for cenain, One of the quem fragment, 
is made from ~ I ay 11111 sandstone. \\-hich had been transported at lea"t 90 llll, (36 miles) .. \11 the other 
artefacts are made from quartzite or sandstone which could haH' been collected locally. 

Context 

60 I; c' ",Illation; topsoil 

60 I; evaluation; topSOil 

1500: e\aluation: topsoil 

5126; fill pit 5225 

5213; la}cr !lealmg 
pit group 5·1-J9 

5246; LOp IiI! 
enclosure ditch 52·10 

5397: al!ef~lct sprc;ad 
in dilch 5552: SF 59 

TABLE H. (~\TALO(;L E OF \\'ORKI' Il S I 0," 

Phase 

Vs 

L,s 

LL\ 

1.IA 

LlA 

LL\ 

Description 

Quem frag. all edge"! broken. near!) flat 
grinding surbtn:: no\\- H6x80x:n mill. 
(Fig, 2503) 

Brolen half of burnt pebble apparenth 
used il!il ha.lllmcrslone: no\\ 55x52,52 mm. 

3 frags. 2 fitling. Ill> <lpp,IICm tract's of 
working, pal t of nat objeu 

Burnt fr<lg: one \. slighlh coml:' grinding 
sUI'face; probabh flom I ubber lor quem; 
IOOxH9x57 111 Ill. 

Flake: ~Iightl} {Oll«l\C well baltered surface 
prob. from flat side of cobble used iJ'i rough 
anvil or crudc 1I1001ar; no\~ 8H.5x78x 14 111m. 

Small haml11t:lstone, III .,pheric<ll; 2 battered 
areas and chips missing: 61x59x55 mill. 

Small pebble used as pebble-hammer; 
hour-glass hole: 'ilight lr<lCCS batlering at 

either end: 72xS6x22 mill. (Fig. 25:2) 

Sto n e 

~1ar Il ill sandstone 

Sandstone, 
coarse~graint:.·d 

and fcld<;pathi( 

~shale 

Qu.utJitic <;andstone 

QualLllte 

Qmlrt/ile 

LiglH grq qUflltll!C' 
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La,.fln Jnl'hi~t{Jru 

I he pt:bbk·hallllllt.'1 (UlIlle\.t :):~9i) i .. a !illnplt· quail/itt., pehl>lt·, modified onh b) .1Il hour-gla~!> .. h'lfthole 
(Fig, ~j:I). Iht' hol(' has 1.>t'(>11 pl."'i:ked out, <lnd "ub,t'{jut.,nth \\0111 ,mouth around lhe w,mled p<lll . lhe 
pd)ble i~ "Iighth h<ltl('r('d at eithn t.'lId_ Sudl implclllenl" ill t.. qUitt' C.OlllIllOIl ill Oxrord~hil-e. \\ h('re ,ult:lble 
<illall/itt' p('bblc~ would han> bet'li relaliH:h' {'a" I() wllt'll hom PleislO(elU' deposits, particularh Ih(> I h<llll('" 
11\1.:1 grOlH·b. \, Bi(t"I('\', the pebble \\;l\ plOh,,"" pid"<'d up 10G.111\ (rnm '-'<altered Drifl depo .. ils .. \ furlhel 
I:! <,,\..IIllPIc..' .. 01 p<'hbk·hallll11t:I!> h,ne b(>el1 reulIclt'd hom (hlol"(hIUlt,.:tl .... hile all unpuhli'ht"d l",UlIplt: i .. 
addilioll.-lll) kiln .... 1\ from Ilortoll-( um-~\tIc11t"\. '\t',11 h all ollhe .. c:,likt' Ihc.· find from Hin',tC:1 hdd\ Lu m. "'t" 
lIl;ldt" Imlll qu"n/lte pt'hhk'\. 

I't.'hhh'·hamlll('r\ appt."al to ha\'(' bC('1I 1Il lIW 101 .. !('lIgl!n pt.·llfld, hom Iht.· \Ic"olithll lIntil ,It It'''''' tht, 
(holl/(' \gl',-iI "lid finch ill gc.'II(,I-al ,liT 1101 IIIIHIlIIlIHlIl It I~ OI'''UlI1t'd th,lt Ihl' Bi«'\lt.'! pc.'hhlt.'.h,lIl1llll"1 
bd()ng~ \\ilhill ,"(h ,ll im(' ,-ange, per hap" linkt'd I-\llh Ihl' f(·\\ 11m'" Inlilld in lhl' .Irc.'a, <lnd Ih,r( il~ pl(· ... <.·IlH' 
111,1 bl<.' Iron _\gt' ("llllle"l i~ IOlluiIOU .... -rht' \\,l\ in \Ihi(h Ilu'~(' ,lrtd,KI" \1t'1t' 1Ilili ... ed i" 1IIK<.'lIain. hilI OIll' 

po..,\llJilil\ i~ Ihal the~ \1 ('Ie \\t.'ighl\ fOI bml-dlill,,:I"iLlld .. 11th ilU~t' umld halt' l.lL"t'd the \1(',11 III 11ll' (t.'I1I I<11 
palt cil Ill(' .,h<llthc)lc. ,\ "moulh MC.·;j imi(il' lht., Ilole" <I (O1ll1ll011 Ic:,Hllle 011 Ihe.,e lool~ hUI oht'li ,ht', <Ill' 
,01l1I'\\h,,1 h,ull.'led al [he emh <I~ \1t'l1, \uggt""lIlg Ih,1I tht'\ (ollie! .Il,n han> ht>j"n IISt'c! (\, ~milll hilll1l11('I". 

fHIII 1.L,'1' 

Ihc.' haglllt.'111 £If \1<1\ Ilill :.anehwlll' <jLlt'lll , .. IIll\lrillrJiecl. IM\lIlg bl'l'1I di\('merl'ci in LOp ... oil IICIIll Ihl' 

t'\;rlll,lIion (n)llI~XI 601 - Fig. 1j:~n. It i~ it !iIllOllll"t'(l", hili lht.· \,11 it'l\ 01 .. tone i ... di"lin(u\e \ g-101\ ill}!; IlUII1Ill"1 

01 {11It'rn ... macie fl'olll lhi!> lI<1ndstollt' art.· bt.'ing It'(ogni'''('d !rOIll i:,l1h and middle Inm \~t" "itt, .. III 

(hfOld .. hile, In IWdrh ,,11 ("a~(' .. tht' queI'm <II(' of Ihe ~,I(lcllt, \;l1it'I\_ II i\ hewming deal thaI II i, qllilt- "'"<11 
fO! 01 oilh I( h hriqut"i1ge to be plC'it'"1ll al lht· '<IIIIt' ... Un. In (him d .. hil (', ... Un I\ll<'re tim HHllhlllillioll 1\ 110\\ 

kno\\11 ill<\llcil' \\",ukim Farlll, '01 IhmoOl. Ih \lillgit.·, Ih((h . 11~1Ic1\\i(k'I\lIlr-\dl()rd_~' (;ra\l'JlI (.11\. "'1.1111011 
IIi.lnnull .~~ _\bingdoll \'illt"\dld,'I9 anel (:Il· ..... \\t·ll Fidel. \,11 1l101I-1t! hlllht'l ... nt'\ art' in the pro(t"\ of b('m~ 
IlTolcied hOIllIllU"'t.·UIlI ('olletlion .... I he lilld~ frlllil Bill"ll'l ,11<' oJillllTelll ... ill((' the, ,11(' '>ollle cli'I<tlllt' hOIl1 

tilt.' "'0111((' ,1Il'a . taking the cii\o-ihutioll fL1I1 hl'l t'~""t. bt.·\(lIIeltht, (ollu·nll.rlioll of l!"Im \ge .. ill"" on Iht, gl Oil t'l" 
of Ihe L PIl<'1 Thalll(', \',,11('\ . 

I he II\() pie«(' .... of pos!>ibk .. halt: from (onll'Xl I :iOn (agai n lop.,o il hom fhe t'valuation) iHt' "lIIal1. 11<11 ,lllti 
\\0111 fr"glll t'" lll, and 11('r(' nOI part of .. rl'lognl~ahl('ohJl."lI, ..,illlt.' Iht" ale 1\(11'11, II i~ not Cl.·rt<lm 11.;rllh('\ l\t'lt' 
('\('1 wOlk(·d. aldloLigh lht:\ LOlIld rt'IJI'e')t'1l1 working dchli,_ (;i\'('11 their ill~e("l ln: contt'\.1 Imlll;lll <lied Ill'll 
alla\ 11'0111 tht' In)1l.\ge ~cltlell1(>llI, both dall' ,lIlel i1"uli .. lion rt'l1lain Ulltt'll<lin. 

I ht, It'1I1;1illlng fOUl P":CCS 01 \\lIlkeel ... tone ,lit'" lII:uh.' hom 1Il<l1l'lial, I\hidl, <1\ "ith till' ljU<IIIIIH:' med t01 
Ih(' pt'hhlt'.ha1ll Illl'l. \\{'Ie probabh c-olll'(tt."d hom 10(,,1 1)1 ift lit'po,it,_\ \ccolld. llll\lI,llified. flagmt'1I1 of 
,addll' (1IIt,'11l 01 I LLhht"1 from {unlt"1 ,j 12fi i .. Illildt' hOI1l hal d <]UOIII/ilic ~all(blOllt'. Implt'lIIelll' or thl\ 1\ IW 
,lit' qUIIc.' (Ollllllnn, ami a ~inlilal \\olkl'd hagmcllI \\;, ... Il'«()lcic:d hom ,,""I kim Farm, ~ollhnmol.ll I he "'lIllt' 
\ill' pi 0\ iek, pmalll'l, lin- 2 hamlJln .. wlIe ... , 0 11(" of "l1Id'WIl<' 110111 {Olll('xt LiO I (lop:.oil) , tht: mhel 01 quall/ilt' 
!rOIll (Ollll',1 jtlG. tht.' top fill ollhl' phase ~ t'mlo\ul(' ditdl. "'udl implement\ \\t"le (ommCHI in tilt' ,lIt';l 

1 \ I I L!,e, -\ll'lIlililhic Find!> in tht: O"fOld ,\lc.,·, ()\I/IUI'I/I/tl. '\11 \.\ III I 19j:~1, 12; J, K hll k <mel II 
(.<\\t', '_\It h<leulogical 'Olt"" o.\/II//nl\/(/, xx ( I ~l.j,-,), ~)().:!: II (..l~t.', ·.\IThilc..'ologIC-Il 'OIl", ()\(!1I1f'II'II/. "~I 
(Pl.jll). X~-:~; W.A (:Llmmim and \\',R.C, \loOll>, I ht, Pt·lIulogi(,lllcil.'llIifit,lIioll of <"WII(, Implelllnll \ hom 
till' '01l111-{'''''1 \helland,·. in TH.\tl h., Clough ~lIlcl W \ ('ul11l11i"" (t'ck), \/0111' hi'S{udir' Ifl/WIII 2 I'll/' 
1"'l10/IJg1 01 p,-rlmlanf '/IIIl(' "lIp/rll/fIlJl Jrom 1111' Bnli,h Nn « 1\,\ Rc'. Rq>. Ix"ii. I !}i'lH),..J 1- t 

.. 1-, Roc, '1--" polo/-,,,, of Stonc Implement \ IllIh "'h.llthok,', III I II \I d\. , Clough ,md \\,\, CUIllll1im 
It'(k). -'(mil' hf _\//Id/I'I: 11'f/u/f(}/oguul. P/'llfllllgurli, l\jll'nmll/(lIllllul /-.lhllogmphu (Cl\.-\ Rt.", Rq>, \.,ii., 1!179), 
2:\-IS, 

"1.', R,\1. ,j,lt:ohi, . rhe Ealll IloloC't'nc Sl'll1('lllt'lIl 01 ,,",IIl'''', III J \, Ii" lUI (c.,o,), CIIIIIIII' {/w11./Il'IHIIIIIII'1i1 III 

1'ld/lI(ori( It/'i/n (B.\R Ixx\/. 19HO), 131-2()(:i. 
'11; I.G , \I1l'n, 111 I fOu l,(tr alul HOII/OIIO-Un(ll/' "-'/l/mNI "'rlf/(')/l1'I11 ((I Hiltkll/I ho'l/l, Xor(hmoll), (h/ordl/!/lI' 

( I h"lIIe .. \'"lIt,\ LlI1d\c;'lpc:, : lhe \\'indru~h \<Il1l'\. i , 1990), 
:Ii 1.(., \1I( 'n imel M .. ·\. Robimon. Thr /.J'l'hi\(lIn{ 1.l1I1l/\WjJf (/l/Illmli 19of' r,lu{oled Sl'll/i'lI/NII (I( \llI/g(n 

/Jtt(h, lI(/)dil'/(k4i1',(h-l~lf(ml, 0.10rd.,I/III' (flldlll('\ \,llIt·\ I..llld\(',ljll": 111(' \\"indrmh \-<IIIc.·\. Ii. HIH:ll 
1.'1 (; Lunhl ifk t'l ,II.. up, ot. nOll' 22. 
1'1 1(; .-\lIell l'l al. 'Rt'polt UII FXGHi.lUO!l\ <I' ,\bing-doll \-inClill'Cl. (hon' (O.\L It'POII, fonh(oIlIlIlK)' 
II) (; 11t.-, (', ai, 'Report .. on ['l-avation-. ill \'lIl1ton. Oxh)ld~hil e' (0. \l tl'pOri. in prt'pal.llioll). 
II \lIt'n, op_ (il noll' :~6. p. 9-4 



B I ( t ... I I· R tIt: L J.).., F \ R \1 I ~Iq 

.. 
o 0 C 

o 

• 

2 

I: G@ I II ~: - <~ -I 
I 4 

II 
,I 
'I 
,I 0 100 mm 

Fi g:. 2.) Olher finds iIlIlSI I·,uiOIlS: ( I ) fired (la, spllldJe WlltH I; (2) pebble-hammer; (3) quem fl-agment or 
il.l 'H Ilill s;md~(()Il('; (.1) bone gouge. 
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hum 'eolithic Illlle~ on ..... ard., ..... here\'er !!ouilable pebbles .md wbbles \\ere available, as for instance al 
' -..11 nton.l:! Simil.l!' anel~Ht.s of Imn Age date are Lno\\ n lrom MlIlgie:, DitchH and Whitehouse Road . 
(hIOl(1.11 

ria: fin'll Iragll1t'nt of \\orl..ed quartzite, from lal(' Iron Agc comeX' 5243, is of\'iider lI11ereSl. The worked 
\ Ulfa((' of 11m. piece is hcll haltcred and sligllll\ COIH.'I'C, and il appears to have been pan of a small boulder 
u .. ed fin hca" <lut, hammering, II could h,1\ e b,,:en a kind of rough 3m il or crude monar U\cd for breaklllg 
lip pil'(e\ o f iron OI-C bef(lIe .. melting. and \0 could bc linked with the e,idence for metalworking on lhe !!olle. 
\ IOh Klac.ll' u·(lIl,Wne WH(J"OPS in the jUla'''I{ \1.uh.wlll' "(.'d of Ihe Ballhur) area. and was a\dllahlc from 

,lboUI I ,·l.i LIIl. (9, i 3 mile .. ) 3\\a,Y' Fr3gll1l·llI .. oj tim II omlOlll' \\ CI e found amongst the unwolkcd stone from 
Bill'\tl'l Fidd\ hUIll _ Simil"r rough dm·ii .. h;.I\l' lelt:'lHl, been found.1I an II'on Age slle at Ilumbe r-stone , 
l .l' I«(,\ll' I,11> \\ hl'l-e lhey wcre made both lrom qUJI tlilc (ohhk',; and Millstone G,"it. Thi .. site alOio has c,idence 
(01 lIollwmklllg, and , .. do .. e to an al"t'n 01 jlll;l .... i< ilon'LOIlC, ,\ ~ill1i1arh ulihsed boulder of l\1elldip Old Red 
"I'IIlC\<'IOIlt.' hOI .. bCl'll 1l00ed from Gla,wnhuI\,li and olin' again Ihere \\;1'1 c\idence fOI metalworking on the 
\ill', I~ 

Bum/ \/onp 

111(' rl' 'lIl' :H; I fragmenb oluunll :,LOl1e, of Willdl 9X.6Q· .IIT lime\LOne, wnh onl\' 11'ragments of quail/itt' and 
I of '<lmhtOlI('. JUl'a~ .. il lime:.tolle, in the form of Forl, .. l Mal hie. \\<1 .. ;I\;tibble \\ ithin 2-:~ kill. of til(' .. itt:' 

D I\lW\1011 

It i .. a""ulllt'd th.H thl' umlrallfied piece" hhith includl' Ihe \1<\\ lIill ,.1Il<blone quem .and the pos!!olble \hale 
h;t~II11·nt." helong With the Iron Age occupa'ioll '-U Bin',ll' l Field ~ Farm, since this is ba .. i<alh a onc-pelio<i 
\IIC, rill' quel n III,,, rl'pre~ent lhe cnd of the tllnl' r;ln),\t' \\ 11(.'11 ,,-lddl(;' qu(;'rn' made from lhi, .. andswne werc 
U\l'(1. \inll' b\ Iht.' lalt' Imn\ge rut .. n qUt'lil-. 01 dinl'H'nt IIMll'ri .. !\ \\t:'le lUI relll. Dl"Oithi(h briqut'l<1ge often 
oUlIr .. at tht' ~,l lIll' .. itc:o, .I ~ \1<1\ Ilill \ltnclSlOlll' quel m. Ih{' implicltion being Ihal Ihe .. ame trading network 
l(luld h .. \(~ I)('en lI.')ed 10 bring good .... illlO Ihe COUllt\ frolll Ihe nonh-\H'''1. It may. however, ha\e taken ullIil 
Ihl' Jail' lion .\Kl' fm .. u(h good, to pt'Ilt'lr.lIl' ,1\ "'I (';t .. 1 <1\ BKe'iter. \\'hate\er the :'il<ltll.'> of thi .. small 
\l't1ll'l'llctU. Ihl're h,I"lhe abiJjl~ to obt'lin high quaill\ I,!;ood .. from oUI\ide Ihe region . 

WORKED 1l01\E .\ND A1\TU.R OIl.lEC rs I,,· LEI(;II ALLDI with species 
idelltificalions bs BEoIIIA1\ CIIARLl-.S 

I hret' Ilagment .. of \\01 led <lmlt:'r ilnd a !>i ngle bOlle oblt'(-' Wl'It' Il'/'{)\t'It'd fmlll Ihe .. itt, . The ,mlll'l fnlKlIlenL' 
,lie ,III flOm red <it:CI' ;Ind '1It' fragment .. of 1l1<1lHliactlllillg \\" .. ~te. SF;,}j fl0m conlext 5213 I .... <I fragment of 
alltlt'l hl'am <lnd hnm !ill(' that is S<lVdl anm ... u the jUllllion of 'hc t\\ () and ~cparatl'h alTo .... Ihe beitlll .1IIeI 
lilll': lhe beam i\ hull{)\\ at lhe beam end. ~F :·,6 fn1l11 lOl1tcxt ,Y:H6 i .. it led deer amlcr tine sav.1l al lht: end 
")1 "i i\l~o hOIll nH1{e\.I,)..J:~G i, a fragment oflinc thaI has Iwell \<1\\n al both ends. 

Ihe on" 1)()IIt' object from the ~ite. SF 60 IIOIll (fl lltext 51:n, i .. a litrge gouge Illilde from <I hOl!!ot' 
II1l' I;\I,II\;ll (Fig, 23: I). II has an oblique diagonal (III .t(lO~\ tilt: ,haft ill ,I longitudinal direltion , expmmg Ihe 
medullan canal. <md Ihe lip i ~ sharph pointed. rhe bUll of Ihe tool i, formcd b, the distal end 01 the bone 
tlMt hi!" been left Intact. Thi~ example ha .. ;t long pomled tel min.11 the exlreme tip of which i .. a Ihin f1ill POIllt. 
Ibel(: ,lie tr"u.'~ of "l'ar III Ihe form ofpoli .. h al Ihc tip, on the lIppel and lower mrfaces and on the .. halt, 
partlluliuh 1O\\<lld\ the butt. Gouge .... III Iht' IrOIl \gl' well' predominaleh manufactured from .. heep long 

L! F. Rnl', Rt'P0rt ~ 011 worked ,LOlll'. 111 11(;'\, op. lit. 11011.' 10. 
I.~ \!lel1 ;lnd Robin,on. OJ), ("it. nolt:' :n, p , SO. 
II \1ucld ('I ill.. Up,tH. note 20, pr. :~3·S;1 
I;; F. .A. Edmonds, F..t; . Poolc and v. Wilson. (~/'olflg)' flllhl' COlli/h) mOllnd Banbll,! Wid Edge Ifill. MnflfJU 

0/ thf (;eoioglral IlIn'''.) IIf (;reat Hntmn }01 Shfd 2U1 (1963). 
Ifi F Roe , Repon on \\OI-ked "lOne, If1 O.\l Kepnrt Oil FXGt\;l!iom.1l Leicestel , IlumbcrSl()ne (ill 

j>1<"IMlauon). 
Ii I, Roe , 'SWill", ill j Cole .. and S. \llIlllitl , "1mlu,tnOl/\ (lilt/ hurl) ClI'dLled"· The (;Imtollbury L(lllI' 1',Jlagl' 

(")0111l'1"1.'1 Le\'l'I~ ProJcct and Somelscl ( ;()lInt~ (:('\IIl(il \IU\l'UIIl Senill' , 1995), 161·7. 
I:! C \10rlllllt'r .mcl D. Slarie\-. ' Ferrous and 'on-fl'l rom \lel.l lwo l king'. in Cole~ and \finllllt, 01" 01. 

IHII (' 17. pp, I :~H· t:l 
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ixlllt'\, .1'" JI (;la ... lOnbun, 1'1 \11 Canning .. Cnl~ .. ">41 .11ld IhndllllY, '>1 h:.llnple~ m<tde [mm hor ... e lK)ne, all' 
unu~l1.tl; Iht:le i .. onh Hlle ex.Imple out of a lOlal a .. ,cmlliage 01 :lS from D'lIlehun. The Ilice'SleT example. like 
the Danellun nne, ha .. allihe (harauen.'Jli{\ of lht: n.lnebun dOl'" 1 ~otlg:e. It i~ ~\lggesled lhe, (Imld h,l\t' 
had d lll11iluude of U'lt:\ bUI lht' paniculal we.lI· pallCII1' PI{"CIll I1M\ indicale Iheir u~c a, pin-bt.·.ut'I' in 
a~'R>Ciall()n with IC\.Ille WCcHing. 

D.\ I RO;>'\I[;>'-I.\L [VIOE;o.;C[ 

Ilif. IIL~I.\:--1 1l01':1:. bl .\;o.;CEU IlOYLf. 

\ ... in~le ,ke1eton (;)·105) wa~ recO\el'ed from the lill of ,I [;Irgc: m'." pil (5:H·lj. The dale of lhe ,kelcwlI i, 
uncertain .,hhough a 'imall qU::l.Iltin of puue!") \\ a .. r('cc)\ en:d fmm lhe upper fill'i of the pit. I he ... kdelOll \\ a.., 
(Tou{hed Oil il~ leh mit: and was orielllated ;-.J -) (Fig, IX). I lit, pi e .. er\<I1ion oflhe bone wa .. c:>..uemeh pOOl. 
Ihl:'lt' IH'It' 110 (OlTlpk'le hone, and all eXlremitie" .... ('1"( .. ;th .. ent ("I".'e rable 9). 

I'n'''l'r-\'allon and (OmpleleneS\: 
.\go: 
~t.'x· 

Dt'>(ontinuoU'i trails: 
Oentltioll: 

H i 6 5 

= tooth alld SO(kel absent 

\'en POOl'. ,kull and long bone .. onh 
\duh (2:'}<n ,') 
Female 
Right septal apt"lwre 

j I) 7 H 

,1 6 7 M 

.\ ".llllple from thi .. ~kdC'tnn \\,IS suhmilted IOJ radio(.uboll dating. l nforlun;HclI. lhe bone prmed 10 !J;L\C,,' 

bcell 100 ~C'It'lely degraded to "II()11 a dale to bc ohtained. SilCHb 01 pot lei I and Ihe majorit) ofl l1(: ,1{lil it\ 
l'I~cI\h('rl' on thc ~tte is of middle-Iatc irOIl Age d,Il( ... II i.., tltCld'Olt· (on(ci\'ahlt: thaI the ,~kt'lelOn i:-. 01 middle 
Imn \gc dale: btllial~ of tom parable date ha\c Iw(>n fOllncllt"«("lHh.1\ Y;nnton. ,,"olton Reuon bnn."':'! 

Til E .\N I ~1. \L BO;>' E b) Il[-I II..\,;>. ClI.\RLES 

\ lOlal of 9,96M hagml'nts 01 hone IltlC hand-('olleuc"'d hom ~Ht'. I Ill" high fragment count IS slighth 
1ll1\lcading 'Ilile IlId!l\ ufthcll1 Glmc from the nUllielOU, ,kull .. alld the: pal"tialh articulated 'ike1cron lound 
in prt .i292, \1,111\ oj (h("<;(" v.ere rca<,;,elllblecl 10 lcdu«" the Ilagment (OUllt 10 :~.893. SClcral of the: blUken 
skulb .. ,mel other elt'lllcnt~ from the partialh '1lIi('uLllecl .. kcl("l()n thai I ould be pmiu\ ell idcntified ".., c"oming 
fmlll (lile illd"idu,ll eiC:llll'lH, \\en: coulltcd a ... OIlC. In ,l(ldltion to thc hJtl(I·rcl1lt'\ed \)one,1.67,1 h·'lgmclH~ 
\\ cle lellll"H:d thlOugh ~It'\ mg. )ul1le of lhe.,e Iragmt·nt<, \\l"rt' Il ........ I". .. mbll .. d ,IS meli\ idual bone .... Il"dming tht .. 
fraglllellt ('OUIlI 10 "',367 I he sined 111<111.'1Ii11 a .... e~.,t. .. d \\" .. (ollt,(tt'<I U\IIlJ{ a Illc\h of In mill,. 1 mm , ilnd 
~ mill. 

1(1\. Hullcid alld 11. '-11.( •. Grav. Thl'(;llllilJllbllr), I.llkl' I'lfloKI', Ii (1917),119-21 
~,o \1 .. CUllningwl1. 1'111' Ijn(liroll ,~~f 1"'/lIb/ll'd Sllr ai 11/ ('(IIII1/Ilg' CrQu-hmn, Wi/hhlrl' .. ~ dl',(njJ/lfJn II/ 

till' rVfI1'"lwflI. (/lid Ihl' ohp-'r/\ jmmd b). ,\1r and .\In B /I CllIlIllIIgltm 1911·1922 ( I 9~3). tN-7. 
·,1 L. ">cllv.ood. "()I~jelts of BOIlt' and\ntlcl', in H. Cunline.lfl.wrlmry (HI /rllli Agl' lull/orilll Hall/pl/lll'!' 

10/ 2: Ihl' /'\({fIVlliolll. lyr,9-/978: IIJI' fi",LI ceRA Rc ... Rep. Iii .. I~JM"'l. :lX2·7 . 
. 2 (; 1-1('\, \ Bo\le .1Ild A Sa,lis\, 'Irun \gc Hmia1 .. al ""'.lInton. Oxford'ihirl .. ·. IlIliqwt.' (ionhcommg). 
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(;",/(ltllllll oj bOlli' 

Ill<.' umditlOIl of tht.' bont.' has graded from I to:l u~lIlg Ihe ni1(:1 i..l "ipulaled b\ L, Illan ,:'~ grade I 1X:lIIg tht., 
ht'~1 pll'Wn('c\ honl" and grade j indKalin~ Ihat lh(' ~ml' had ~1I1ft.·1t.'(1 ~II(h .'lIructural and .l.uruiollal dilmage 
iI~ 10 1Il.1I..t· il IInn'l()~ni~ablt' 

I hl' tOl1(hilOn of the hone \\a~ quile \Mi,lbll·. IIc)\\l'\l' l", Iht.' m,ljmi" of ~t11 facC"" ~hf)\H'd lilf\lIlg cie..'KI"l"n 
01 pilling Iluh lillc (Il·\ile~. II pied or IIlIning bl pl'IIlI rool,. " 'hibl the lIli~'()l"in of IOOl damage I\il~ minm, 
II h .. lmo,I (l'l I;lin Ih,1t 'Ollll' illdi(atioll~ 01 bill( hl'" d,nll.lj.{l" 01 palhological (hilnges ilia\" h;1\ t' bel'll clb-'<'Ull'c\ 
11\ thl' nllldilloll of Ihl' hOllc!>. 

I ht· 111'1]01 it\ 01 Ihc hanel·collt'cted <I~ .. t"mhlag('. t'kIlH'nl~ from 11ll' largl'1 mamllla"- tl'nded to hl' 11t.'II\('l·1I 
f41.tdt·., 1 ilnd J. 110\1 l·ICI'. (en,lIll h agllll'Ill' \\l'1 (. in panitul.llh 1'001 condition. ~lIlh a~ the anind,IIl'cI 
,kd{'IOIl~ III lOlllC'" .i29 1, ("olllribllll1lg H72 Il"agl1wnt~ II hi( h bml..t· .. fi('1" lemOlal hom tht, ,oil. and II hidl 
1\{'ll' I('n 11'lgllll.'lltan and are r(,~pOl"ihle fm Ihl' high plOpollion ofl'''glllt,nt, with ITt.· .. h Illeal.. ... (hc:1 half 
of ;\11 dl'IIH .. ' llh lwei .,ign<. of fresh bre'lk~. although lllO" II nl' 11111101 hi cill..agl's. 

\I()~l of Ihe h01l1.' .. ielt'd through a lIIt'sh of > 101111ll . W;I-. LIl .1 ~illliial. if not ~lighlh bClIl'l", ((JIldlllOIl 
IloIH'H' I, .I, Ihc .. lit' of lilt., Il1l'~ h \1(\' Il'duu,d tht, peH(' l1Ial{l.' oj unidentified and badh d,lIIi<1Ked bOllt" 

innl'.I-.eci I hi .. i, nOlllllilpical sinll' thl' nte,h i~ lIlon' lil..d\ to (olle(( the .,mall hrul..ell fragment, flUlIllMgl'1 
bOII(, .. thal \\oulel be 1lli'!o!>cd in C:"\lil\allOn ill Ihl' .... me lIilY Ih"1 II (olJl'ClsmiIlOi mammal. bird ;\lId amphihian 
honn 

\{llll/J/IIIK .\If'lltod 

1"11(" t·ll\lronment.11 ~<llllplillg ~tr<lI('g\ lor the ~Rnt('l I-idd~ Fallll t'Ha\ali(lII' 1\.1 .. f()lmui.it(·<1 In C;ill 
(:amphdrd i()lIc)\\ing thC" mc.'"lhcxh 'lIgg(,~Il'd 1)\ \ril,oll '"' and llill. "·h rhi .. ~lra{eg\ wa ...... /..·d in mdt'l 10 

ulldn~I"lld thl' ~1)ilti .. 1 di~tI'ibutiol1 of Iht., anilllal bOlln 011 Iht' 'Lit" \\"Ibon ha~ '!ougge~H:d Ihal ,lIum<ll~ It'udt'd 
10 bl' ,laughlt.'lt'd olllhC" periphen (..If Iron \ge ,('Itklllt'lll arl'" ... , It·;tlillg ('Iiden(e in (he..' i(lnn 01 hUllhclI 
h.I~Il' ~Iuh a~ ..,kull fr,lgmenl" and l(xII bOIlt' .. lrom 1<II1-W ,lIld 'IlMIl illuma"- ilnd ho(h ""ilgIllCllI .. Inh" ~plllt.'" 
l1ipholll") flOIll the largt'l .:t.nimak rhe OIh('] 11101(' idt'lIufi.lhl(' hon('~ IHHlid most Jil..l''' bt· t,II..l'1I Oil to ,Ill' 
1\lIh Iht' hull.. of {he Cil1Ca~,. 

"'il"ol1 ~,i 'lIggt',I'" Ihal. 10 pCllnil all.I"~i~ of ~p'III .. 1 di~Iliblilion of animal bone, rhe main.lrea'> (ho~t'njor 
tht.' 1(,tll('\<l1 of hone\ ,hollirl bl' the (cntral o(lupatioll .. 1I(·,h (holl"" and pi h) alld the pnipht.'ral ;lIl'a~ 
(oul .. idt.·.,tII LII..('~, t.·lIdo,lIIl· dil(hc~ alld lid(b). I hI..' "'lllIpling "II,Hl'g-\ \\<1, adapled aruund thi .. h<llllt.'\\uII.. \ 
<clIl~i"'ICIIt pl'I(t.'llt'lgt' 01 pil" werl' .. alllpk'd in ('alh pilrt (ilihe ~itC, illduclillg pit~ in which find, 11t'1(' 1'00101 
dh'PIlt. Sq.plll"lll" (',"I\<Ited thlough ('lIdO""l'l' dilthe .. ,mel 1><'ll<l IlIlUl,11 fcalur('~ \\rlC dug "t lOIl,i"ll'nt 
ll'llgl"~ ,Ind (omi'ICIlI inlendl .... 1" ~liplll<IIt'd In Iltll :.1'1 

\11('IlIPI~ \\t'll' made to .. ample Ihl' rl'atlln'~ <I~ t'lt'lIlI ,I' po .... ihk '0 .1" In '11I(h Iht' high dUI\111 ,Ilt',t-. ,lIlel 
t hO"l" \111 Ii 1('\ \ l1111t, .IC ti\itl in romp,1I i~oll . Sall1ple., 011 no 11I1l" II l'1t' lal..l'll frorn C<IC h (onll"t, 01 till' ft',111i1 (. 
\\ .1' Julh ~'I111pll'd if the\(' \\ a" Il''''~. Samplt·~ 11('l"l' gl'Ilt'1 ;llh 1101 1t.·cOll'l'l'd 110m inteHulIing featlll t', 1\ I1t'll' 
lilt· (hatltl'" clf Ihl' bCJlll' bt.'illg Il'depcl-.itl'(i 11e..'1(' imle.."l,,('d 

\II'IIUJ(/%[..,) 

QU<lnufic..lt ioll of 'Pl'Ul'~ I\,h carned UUl pllIlI.1I"11\ 1I..,1IIg: till' 101,11 Iragment nU' th<x l. :\11 lIagmt'nh \\l'll' 
(ountt·rI indllding l"ICIlIUH<, from Ihe \ ellt'hralll'lltrulII. I ih ... mel long hone ... hafts. In ilddillon Ihe IIll1lilllUIIl 
lllllllht'l 01 indi\ idu.li~ ( ~I '\ I) II as Glklll.lIl'd 101" Ihl' 1lJ.l1ll dOlill'stic ~I.)('<il'~ "om the manclihlt· ... Ilc)\\t'H'I, Ihl" 
ttll"] fr;I){IllCIit'. ml'thc KI «Ill be prone to mall:lIl<llll· ... t.'''Pl"( 1.1111 III Ihl' qllilnti(ic.<lllon or ,it.·led iI""l'l1lbl.lgt·~ , 
dill' to Ihe fall Ih,lI il a~.,ume"lhat.1 ... ingle indi,idllal 'Ulimall' I q>l("-.t'lll('d 1)\ l'atil 't'pal"att' inrliHdllal hOllt· 
.. ,)("cillwll. I hl' r('O)l('n of ,mall bones mch a, phal.lllgt" ,Uld IntJ-.t· teelh would al"cC"ntuatC" thi',llOblclII IH 
l'IILlIgillg Ihl' 101 ... 1 numhc:r 01 indilidUilb.\IIO\I,lIul· is !lot made..: 1m Iht' 1.11I that boue ... 111<1\ ht, leI'lIl·d. 01 
Ih.11 dint' leui '!opt.·(it' .. IJ.I't.' mort.' hOlll'~ thiln OIlH'''' 

',:1 R.I ,-,mall. Iftlrhrall' 7"phQfWIII) , l.;1I11blid~t' \fal1\l;lI~ in\nhaeolng\ (1996). 
~>I ( •. Camphell. '199H Field~ Farm, Bin·!MI. 0:\.0'\ (HIFF mo F.loiogic:al bidt:Il((' Ren)\t'I\ Soall'g,' 

(O\l Illlpllbl. internal repon). 
'" H. \\'il~on, SIN/11Il1 Paltt'mmg (lmong l//l1l/t11 HO//I"I /II \dllt"llU"lI! Inluu-'olo,::r. All ElIghlh 1?t'K/fmaf 

r\pIOIll!IIII/ (1\.\R Brit. Sel nli, 1996). 
"11 IlilL op. cit. lIolt'" 9. 
,; \\"il~C)n, op. cit. IlOll' 3;). p, H5. 
',:,> II ill. op. ('it !IOU.' 9, p. 79. 
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\1'1 \\a<, u",(.'d onh nn Ihe lII.mdible .. ~in((: Iht,\ \\c.:I('IIl(" I11mt ntlm(·IOU~ 01 the.' fr.l!-;mcnt .. idt'ntilil·d IH)1ll 
.llml) .. t all ()f lilt: VII.l'tC', I hi~ i .. c~pt"(iilll\ I t:k, .lllt li)1 till· pl~ Ilf)!lt· ... (II \\ hit h :lW', uf thl u!t:ntifit·d 11.1~111(·nl'" 
\\('Il· hom mandibles and fOl the .. heep Ixme.·, 01 hhi(h t If ( \H·I(· tlI,lIlcliblt: fr.tgmt'llh, Onh till." \lIeHt' 
c.omplclc mandiblt: ... "ere u'I('d. both "ilh and \\lIhout t(·(·th 'tullm pl<lH·. (:.\1(' \\.h t.ILen nfH 10 inducll' !>.uti,11 
mandiblt·., thought to be.: H;,lated 10 more (olllplc.u' h.tgllll·nh_ ill mclc.·1 In ,l\oid (uullling the .... lIlll· dl·mt"1I1 
II 0111 one indi' idu,11 t\\ I( e. \Iandihle., from ca(h "pl,(Il"~ \\ l·1 t' "l·p,lr.ltl'd ami Ihl' Ilumber Clf It'll <-Inc! the Ill{hl 
mandibln LOIOllkd In orcin 10 lilkul.lIl' lhe numht·" .• 111 ollhe 1II.lIldihll·, 110m t·alh ph<l\l· \\(·rl'louLccl .11 

IOgt'lhel lall1t'. IIMJI ""p;lI.lling Ihelll lUI- e.Kh nmtl"1 
'\1'1 i, a mOlt' .,ell'Hi\c Illl'thod. 01 quantifit<ltion, .md it ... Il'''lIlt ... 11(' nHIlt' IiLeh to hc .Illllralt: Ih.1Il the 

101.11 h .Iglllclll Illelhod. Ilohe'er, it i~ aho p. oblem,lIi(' 'lIlcl ha .. bn'lI "h()\\ II 10 \ .11"\ undel diflen·nt 
tllnll1l~t<llllt' .... Ihe melhod depends on finding <llId Il'(OI'ding Ihe mO .. 1 1i1lIllc.·rOIl'" left 01 righl hand 
(OlllpOIlCllt~ (rom a sLdcton. rhese (·olllpOnelll., .. II c thl'n p'lil eli in f)I ell'! 10 cakul,lIe iI 1010.11 It i, not ,11l\;I' ~ 
po"~iblC" 10 Kl'l cnough elemcnt .. from an c'(;I\<lIion. <,'~pt'U'llh ,\hell tht, hone (UUllt is low and th(· h.I!{IH<"IIt .. 

• 11(' di\icied into ph'15(:S. a~ \\ilh Ihi", ;I~selllbl<t~l'."" <.ited In O·Cunl101:,<1 GilbeJ"l, Singer and I'CI kim han 
~II()\\ II through {lIt'ir (<lkuialioll'i that a .,ample 01 I}(),oon • 70,000 i~ lequir('d to gi\c the .. .tI11(' dl'gn:l' of 
comi'\I<"lll\ • .., i .. Jp\en b, l\ISP \\ilh much .,maller .,.unpi<.'s 

\n ,mt'mpt \\,I~ m.lde 10 ~('par<lle the sht't'p .Ind go.1I bnn('~, "hml' .. imilaril\ often PO'ot:s difli(ulul"'o III 

1(1(,lltifk.ltioll. u .. ing the critcria of Boe""IJ('(k,hO anel Pltlllllnl'i .lIld 1-li\( h.hl Ilu\\c\('I' ... illle onh t\\O p0.,I1I\"(· 
idt·nulic.ttinm 01 goat wHld be made. all caplllle oonl'" h.I\{' hcrc bl't'n li ... lcd J.., ,becp_ Callie and ,h('('p ,t.', 
<h:lt" min<lUOIl'o "ere made nn Ihe basi., ultht· medial hall of thl' .ltl'tahulullI ",ill(.e the m<ljOl'i" of inllOmillal(' 
IX)flt.'~ \\l·rc int'Olllplell·, The onh elelllenl~ indi(<lli\e of <lLilere\l«"o in ,t·, 1x.-I\\CCIl the h()I'~e bon(" in Ihl' 
.h'l·mhl,lge \\t'I(' the manclihlt.', and m,,,itlat.·; lor 1111'" Ihl' PIl',t'lIle 01 f.tlline tet.'th \\<l .. recordl'cI. nil' "(', 
d(;,lennin,uiOIl of pig, relied on (hOeremi.uiulI 01 lusL<" again <1, .. le~lIlt of the I.I(L of OIht.""1 in(h«lli\c 
hagment~. 

\gt'ing \\;1' h<l~ed on loolh erupt lOll <lnd cpipll\ .. eal (11\1011, '1lthOllgh tht.' I,utl'r j., le.,s PIl'( i .. e. SlhcI'" lahlt', 
,llon<.' \\('1(' U'ot·d to Kilt' linung of t'pipll\'\eal do",ure ItH {aule, .. h<'t' p. pig., and hOl'Ses.b~ Sheep tooth el uplion 
,mel heal wa .. Illc .... urt·d u"ing il combination of Sih cr\,h~ 1'.1\ IIC-.,Iol and Cr,mt" .. I'·, whles. Call1l' and pig loolh 
l'l upuon ",1~ IIll'.l~UH'd u ... ing Siher'sfih table ... llon(', Ilol'ot" 100lh (·1 UI>Ii()Il .. nd \\ ear \\ ;1., IIlca .. ulcd tl\ill~ ,I 

(OmhlU<ltlon of Sihcr\tii and. Lc\ine\tiX table ... '0 attemlll \\;!~ made to age the t:allie from Ihe le\\ (.II[It' 
hOln«I)"(" in the (oUeuion, owing 10 the £rag-lI1t·I1I.11 \ ('ondilioll 01 Ih(' lll<1joril\ of material prl'''l'JlI. goth 
hand-(olle<lecl and sie\ eel bOlle \\('I"e lI)ed for agt'ing. 

J hc IlIt'''''lIlClllell'' taLt'1l are 111O:,e defined 1)\ \on tll·1I Illit',,(h./i'! Onh Ihe l"ttle. hor ... t.· and dog bom'" 
h('re IlIl'aSlileci .,111«(' almost 110 lomplett' long bOlle eit-lIll'IlI" \1t'1"(' n'lIit'H·d froll) the )hcep and pig_ I he 
.. it'\('(llIliut'li"J proved 10 bc la(J..ing in applOpl ialt.' hOIl(' hagnu:IiI' to l01111 ihllt(;' to the datil. 

,\/U'Clf'\ jl'eqllf'1u) 

I-Ill' lmal rllllnlx'r ()I r.· .. gllll'lll ... (' Iable ... 10 <Jlld 12 ) .. 1111\\ Ih'li {aule dnmin<lte tht· a"elliblag(' leIIIO\\t'll h, 
... he('p, Ij(H~(" pig <lnd Ihe OIhel- animal ... 110\\(>\(>1. lilt' ~il'\ed ,I .. <;;;('mhlage dol''' lint ~h(Jw <;lIth .. I1Mlked 
diflll<' lIfC, .tnd li.lItlt' alld "hcep <ln~ prc'\(-111 in "Imn .. t t'qu,d qUdnuue .. (1.1blt,,, II and 13). I h ... "'l'ne' 10 
IIIHll-ilint' thl' impOlI.IIl(l' of bone collenioll from 'leH·d .. ,llIIple.,. 10 {ompt·!l"alt.· for rt'lrin·at I>la., .Imong'" 
hanel-toll('{ tt.'d matcrial 

·,'1 TJ> <rconl1or. rill' Ir(hat'(l/(l~ oj ~1/I1IUlI /lImn (IOllhwIlIUlg). Chap tel 6. 
lion -' Hot''''lIctk . 'O .. leological Dif1elen(c~ in Shet'p ((r.'/I (/nn Liulle) ancl (.oat let/lml hi'1//1 Linne)", III 

n Ihntll\\cll and L lIigg<;;; (cds.). Srima /11 Irrl/(lf(Jlo~') (l!lIl9). :\:\l .. ;t( 
Iii \\-. I'rummel and 11 .. j, Frisch. '.\ Guide 101 tilt· Di"inllion of Sp('lle .. , ~e, .lIld Bo<h .. lie 1\1 Bunt''' of 

Shcep and GOi.lt·,jlll. oj Irrluli'/J/. SOl'I1ft'. "iii (I9~6), ~)r,7·7i 
1>2 J \_ Sih,t'l. "Ihe \gt:mg of J)ome.,.ic ,\nima"". in Blolh\\('11 itnd J tiggs, Clp. lit. nOl(' 6U. pp. 2tU.:-HJ2 
h'I Ibid 
1,1 S. I'arne. 'Kill·()f1' Pattelns III Sheep and (;oal"': I he \I,lIlrliblc ... hom ,\:.\;\11 t\ .. k'.\n<lwhan Stlldie .. ·. 

Jill. 01 8nl. JIlIt. 01 Irfllt/to/. (It AnHara , XXiii (I97j), 2~I·JO:l 
Ii; \ Gr,JIlt, ·The L \e ()f~looth Wear a~ a Guide In tht' .\ge of D()me~tic L Ilgulale.,·. ill B. \\-llsOIl t't <II.. 

·lgt'l/lg allfi Srxmg !lIiIlIllIBotlfl!HlIII Ar{hllfolog/ral S,fn (B,\R [hil SeL cix. 19~~). 
Ijj) "iiher, 01'. tit. note fi2. 
Iii Ihid. 
Ii..'! \1,_\, 1.t', me, 'rhe L':,e of Crohn Height \lea,urclllt'nl\ and Eruplion-Wear ">t'quenre., to .-\gl' 1101 ,t' 

ret-lh ' . in Wilson el al.. 01'. cit. nOle 65, pp. ~23,,:)(l. 
li'l .\ 'on den Drie~h, .\ Guide to Ihe \lea"U1cmenl of \nim .• 1 BOIlt;'~ from .\rchat'ologK<l1 'jlle .. 

(PeubiH/)- _\IiN/un Rlllltfm I, 1976). 
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I.\BU 10 11 \'D CO il E( 1 ED ,"1\1.\1 1l00a FRAG\fE" IS FRmf D1TCIIES 
(10\\1 FRA(.\H" 1 MU 1101)1 

Caui(

~heep 

Pig 

11 1I1'It' 

Dog 

Red deci 

Rot'deci 

lot,li 

Lnidenldied 

Catlle 

Sht'l'P 

Pig 

Dog 

Fidd \'ole 

101,11 

L nidellli fied 

Phase I 

11 

i 

~I 

Phase I 

:1 

Phase 2 

~8H 

119 

2K 
:l1J 

j 

i 

Phase 2 
:{I) 

:l1J 

(j 

~ 

7j 

fi77 

Other 

19 

6 

J 

4 

1 

2 

:n 

Undated 

i 

9 

12 

Other TotaJ 

37 
:1 1 
(j 

77 
729 

Total 

:~~5 

163 

:17 

5 

2 

1759 

I ,gil, I~ 11.''\11 COUtC 1 ED \"\1.\1 BO!\!·, j·J{.\(.\lI·' I S lRO\1 PITS, (;L LUES. L\\'Ht") 
'~D I'OS n IOUS (TO! \1 FR\{.\H' I ,\H' IIOD) 

Phase 2 Other Undated Total 

(.mlt' :n H2 :\1 150 

Shcep ~ ~O 11 39 

Pig :1 ~ j 

1100 'Ic :1 ;? I 2H 

Dog 

Reel dCl'l ~ :1 

Roe det') 

( ;0<11 

10lal 49 129 17 225 

l nidcllllfied 76 1 ()(j .l 190 13:1 1 
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IABLE 13, SIEVED A:-II~I.-\!' BO:--[ FAA(.\Il:-- I 0; ~RO\l PI IS. GLLLllS. L"'ERS ,-I..'D 
POSTHOLES (lOT-\!. FRA(.\IE:-- I IIETIIOD) 

Phase 2 Othe r Unda ted Tota1 

Callie I 36 37 

Sheep 5 6 10 51 

Pig 6 6 

Horse 2 2 

Red deer 

Roe deer 

Field Vole 

Wood Mouse I 2 

FrogfToad 3:1 33 

lotal 6 8 120 134 

Unidentified 9 116 :14(;9 3590 

rable 14 show~ the minimum number of LIldi,idliab. calculiluxl from the mandible dala. for the main 
domestic species. r\o mandibular fragmentS \\ere rewrdcd fnr cattle and pig in the phase I enclosure dilches. 
or In am of the other mid to late Iron Age features exccpt those auribut.lble 10 the pha~e 2 enclosure!!. and 
I-oundhollses, although there are a small number of other- elements presem for those species" ,\.Ilhough the 
IIlfonnalion from the M:-JI data does appear [Q be more repre!lcm<1li\e of the number of animals from huhm 
the assemblage, .t is also apparem how easily results r<ln be "neoed In a deficienq or over representation of 
ce."t<lin elementS f."o m different species. 

Caul, 

TABU 14, MI:\ IMuM NuMBER OF I"iDI \ ' I DLAI-', (~"I] FRO~I \ IA1\DI BLE D\TA FOR 
T H E MAl i' DO~I ES-I IC WFGIES 

Phase 1 Phase 2 Other M·LIA features 

No <;! '10 <;! '40 <;! 

Caule 10 12 6 46 

Sheep 50 8 :13 6 ,16 

Pigs I 17 8 
Horse I 50 2 

fotal 2 2·1 13 

Cattle are the dominant species amongst the hand·(ollened <I~semblagc. rep"esenting Sgq. of the [Otal 
idelllified fragments. In comparison. the M:'\IJ tables sho .... a ~maller percentage" This apparent disparit) Illay 
be due to the faCI th,u smaller and less robu~t bone (a~ ofpig~ and sheep) suni\es less .... ell O\el time than thl' 
bone;: of cattle and horses, and the dominance of caule may therefore simpl~ reneCl belter sUl"\'ival of material. 
rather lhall iI ge nuine bias in animal consumption 01" husbandr) ill the settlement. Ho ..... ever. it must also be 
."emembered thai simulations have shown that MN I tends to over'!l'presem [he less abundant taxa . 

" able 15 shows the occurrence of the main (attle skeletal elements from the hand-collected assemblage. 
The perc.entage sunival figures are shown in Fig. 26 in [he order ofbe~l sun!, ing e1emenlS thought to occur. 
from the best on the right to the .... orst on the left.7u Thi~ ordcling is based on the supposition that the 
clements would have been simultaneousiv deposited and that the resu ll ing differences are due 10 taphonomic 

i() After A Grall(, 'Animal Husbandry', in B. Cunline and ( Poole. Dmu·burj': In Iron Age HIllf011 In 

Hamplhlrt 1'01. 5 The EXCfltl(lilOns 1979·1988 (CBA Res. Rep. lxxlii. 1991 ), +17·87-
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pl'O(c .... e\. II «til be "('rll flom fable 15 thai highel pl'Opolliom of lhe element" leco\cred come frolll pha!'c 
2 and Ihe olhe l mid to lale Iron Age features. T he larger. dcnst'r and earh fusing fragmcllls an' the Itlmt 
lh;tr<lClcn.,ll( clemen I" found from the Mle. pedmp .. hecau~e Illll(h of Ihe bone would ha\'c been lell lying Oil 
,he gl'CH lnd ~1I1 1.lce and ha\-e been dallMged plior lO bU I"ial 1 lien." we I e ,,1"0 ~igns of gna\\ damage from dogs 
on matl\ of the Gil I It: hone!! as \\ell as tho ... c of I Ill' other dome'ilic .,peties. I hi~ indicates Ihatman, of the \Ohel 
Ie ...... !"Ohml clCIIH.' III ... m,n haH' been de'>lroH'd nle dt:m<:IlI" hom pha .. e I are probabh unreprc~entaIIH' 
(m ing 10 tlw .. mall number rec{)\'ered. I he llulllbcl 01 Illclatilr~ab Il'"( O\ eled. of \\ hich mam were cOlllplt:lt" 
\\<1" LIlf{l'1 Ihan that of the metacarpal ... 

I.\JlU 13. L.\ITLEELL~fE 1\I'> 11\ 1'1l\SF I"'\ . I'~ I'ROXI~fAL D = DISI.\L) 

Il o rn corl' 

l· pper (hbil 

Lower Orbit 

Onlpital condo 

\Iax illa 

\l and ibk 

"lapula D 

111l1llt'r1l5 P 

IlullIenl, D 

Radlu... P 

Radiu\ J) 

Una P 

\h:lacal pal P 

i\I<'I.IGlipal n 
1 ... 1 Phalall\, 

211d Phalanx 

:hd Phalanx 

Pc-hiS 

FenHII P 

F ... 'mu l n 
li bl<\ P 

I ibi,\ [) 

( ."kanelllll 

htragaln ... 

\1l't<llarsal P 

\kla tarsal D 

. \tI <I~ 

Axis 

Phase 1 

1\0 

2 

2 

IOU 

100 

30 

50 

50 

50 

50 

Phase 2 

'\0 c , 
7 

3 

:1 

6 
15 

Ii 
4 

\3 

10 

H 

7 

3 

6 

9 

3 

:1 

Ii 

9 

II 

10 

10 

11 

i 

2 

Ii 

20 
2i 
20 

10 

100 

40 

'27 

Other M-LIA 

i\o 

) 1 

i 

Ii 

3 

q

i 

i 

i 

i 

36 

100 

36 

21 

11 

7 

i 
1:1 

7 

29 

i 

11 

i 

13 

2 1 

7 

Undated 

2 

2 

20 

'20 

100 

40 

20 

20 

20 

III 

III 

20 

20 

20 

20 
'20 

20 

20 

I~lblt~~ 16 and 17 \ h()\\ that the majoril\ of tht' .lIIima's app<'ar 10 be b('I\\t't'li four and live ,ea l ~ of age. r 11(;' 
mandible \\{'ar .. tage (~I\\,S) wa~ used ()n as mam mandible .. <I~ po~~ible, and mml had enough leedl 10 ;l\sign 
an a(Clirale mandible wear Slage. Ho\\ e\er, no mforlll<llion ('oldd b{> I ecorded from phase J due 10 tht' lad. 
()f SlilLilbll' matel 1<11. 
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Fig. 26. Caltk': ,kek'wll'lenlellt percent.agcs (a) pha~l' I en(IU'IlII"l'; (hI phase 2 cndoslIIe; 
(c) olher \I -LI\ fealllT"C'l 
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,,1-:\ fie = pelH' lllage of the mO .. l H)lllmon c lement; I' = prm.imal: D = distal: "\sl = ast raga lu.,; 
Cal = ("ak~lll ellm; Fe = femlll": Ilu = humt'ru'l; \1 .111 = 111.111dible: \It = metacarpaJ: ~h = metat.ar\i.d; 

I' = pch i.,; R .. = radius; Sc = ~apllla; 'I i = tibia: I Ph = fil~l phal.IIlKc; 2Ph = sc(Ond phalangt>: 
:H'h = th ird phi.llillige. 
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IABU. In. AGFS .\1 '.Rt:PTIO' OF ~1AM)IBl-LAR I rETII Ir-. CATTLE FOLLO\\'I:-IG SILVER 
101' CIT ,"0 rE 62) 

Estimated Age Phase 2 

:~o Ill. 

... - 5,. 
3 

7 

Other M·LlA features 

6 

L\IIU Ii. ClMLLHI\f FREQLEMIESOf roOfH Sf:Ql f'CESOFCATTLFASSIAGEOBY 
Tlif. METIIOI) OF (,RAN I lOP. ell. "'0 rf. 65) 

Mandible wear stage 7 21 24 25 30 31 32 36 37 40 42 44 

l:lha"e 2 t'1Ic1o"ure dil('h 2 

OlhCl ~1 · L1A fealtlles I 2 2 

10l<l1 M-LiA 3 3 2 

\lthough lIot as .lccurale OlS dala fmm Ihe Gmle mandibles, Ihe bone fusion data in Table 18 does «)\·e l all 
ph<tses, and appean; to indKate a larger number of indi\iduals of less (han IWO years of age Ihan w'as e\idenl 
hom 100lh Cluption and wear stages. "rhis IIM\ indiGHe d sl ight \aliance in the data beyond lhe alturan 01 

the two tl'chlllqut's. 

C\I\U 18. EPIPHYSUL FLSIO, I' CXITU B()'~' FOLLOIII I-oC SILVER lOP. Cil. ,on 62) 

Age Element Phase 1 Phase 2 Other M·LIA Undated 

f LF F l-F F UF F Lf 

10 mo. Scapu la 0 3 2 :l 
18 mo. lIumerus D I 10 7 

Radius P 2 H 3 

2-2.5 \ r. .\Ietacarpal D I 

J ibia D 9 2 
Metatarsal D 6 2 

:~.5 !r. C:dcaneum P 

Femul' P 5 

HUll1el"u~ P 2 
Radius () 5 2 3 

Una P I 

Femul D :1 4 

Tibia P I 

\ numbcl of Glide ~kulJ .!o were round, buried lhe nght \,<1\ lip and pilltially complete, though tht''" \·;crc fall h 
hagll1clIliin 1)\ the lime Ihe~ \\cre examined. rhe.!oc skull!' 1IJ.i\ ha\t~ been specially placed depmllll \\'lIh" 
ntual or 'Jauifit ialmcilnmg, Since skllil meat \\as allen eaten clUJ iug the Iron Age. Grant writt'll that butc.hcq 
mark., are often found all skull fragments of cilltle. "heep and pigs.i! 

I\letatalsi\ls WC I' t: the IllOst Ilumerou!) complete fragments of bone. Table 19 shows tht: biomctl i( data 
(Olllpal (.'(1 with that hom sitet; at Danebuq.,7:! \illlgics l>ilth anc! olllC:""!" [ron Age measurements from Thames 

il A. (;.1 <till. 'S UI'\I\a l of $auifl(e? A nilical appral\"li of 'lIlll11al burials in Britain in Ihe Iron Age', III (: 
(;1 igwil and J ClullolI-Bnxk (eds.), .4'IIIIIIILI III ~rdul('olt)m.: -I. JlullNmdry m Fliropf (BAR Intel nat. Ser. 
cdxx\'ii. 198-1).221·8. 

i~ Gralll, op. Cit. note 70 
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\ olJle, lIiIC~'" • \Ithough the cattle from the SilC would h;l\t.' Ik~n mUfh 'imaller Ihan their model n-da\ 
lUUl1tl·lj-Jdlb, tile' du appedl- to have been ~Iighll\ bigg<:r Ihall Illdn\ ul the Imll _\ge c:lttJe flom .Inalng-Oll' 
,Hell. I IUhC\ cr. the ~m;111 number<ii of complete dClllem'l 111.1\ not be tot.lIh I eprc..enl<lIi\ t' or the J.ninMI, Ih.1I 
h~re nnn!' at the .. lie 

-"RLE 19. (\TrU 'IF l\l\RS\l \If \Sl RDlf' IS 

Measure ments Range (mm.) Mean (mm.) Number 

Phallc 2 C.L 192-212 203.3 • 
Ild 15--46.;; 13.75 2 

Otht.'1 l. - ,\11.\ features CL 20M-210 209 2 

Bd 
Dallebur't- CL liH-210 197.':' :)~ 

Bd 11-':>9 50 10 

\llIlglt'~ Ditch GL I HU-207 19H 2 

Bd 13---4 i -1.':1.9 2 

Olher rhame'l \ alley siles GL ~06.i 

FI\e ollhc pche,> that here completc enough to \ex the animal .. 1\t'IC id('lItilied ;1\ Ix:ing Icmale. Onc OIhel 
pehi~ h<l'i po'isibh from a male indi\idual bUI 'Ia'iIOO damaged (() ht' (enain. It i .. jJos'iible that this i\"piGll 
of Ihe '>ex ralio Oil sile sin{;e 11 h-ould hale been econollli(alh more \ lablc 10 J...CCp.1 greatel- number of remalc~ 
Ihan males, fewer Illdles being required 10 mill1lliUIl the held. I lmle\el, thc 'lII .. tll numbel or indKi.ul\C 
fragments rctnc\cd 1ll<tJ...e, It difficult 10 be n .. ni.lin of Ihi\. 

rile CaUle BUrial ( Fig~. 16 and 17) 

\ panial bUI"ial 01 one oflhe cattle along with t\\O other Jraglllt.'llb 01 c<tltle bone \\a~ lound in a pit \\"lIhill the 
ma in Clldosure. \ ri.ldioc-.ubon determinat ion wllfinllcd a mid to lill<:' lion .\g<.' date. Onh the left h;JII uf Ihe 
5kdeton Icmaillt"d. I ht" li ght side. hhieh would have bt'l'n nei-lIt'!" Ihl' \ull.I(l' if thl' bod~ \Ia,> buried whoil', 
Illay ha .... e deGI)"cd 01 ha\"c been disturbed . ~I he head would h.I\(' bet'III,t(ing l'cI'[ <llId the rmllt leg \lil!! next·d. 
I he ~J...ull lIa!! mi'>'>ing. \\ ith on I) the rigl1l mandible n :lll<lini lig. f.lt·nH..'lIll1 ~Ilnl\ ing included the ,)(dPlIi<l. 
meta(·aq1al. .. ad iu .... , femur, humerus, tibia, proximal phalam .. , cuhoid and ,I large Ilumbt!r ollragmellts hom 
the \enebra l column and rib cage .. \11 but the tibia and mandible hell' Iroill the lell ,> idl' of tile bod). The 
pel\ i" sanum and mam- or the smaller bones were mi55ing .. \11 the hOlle \\,1'> in \ cn poor londltion dlld man\ 
clemclm had broken into hundreds or lillie f,"agments. SHe Ilote, indicatt' that the burial appedred 10 have 
ht'en riiswrbed h\ plough damage and also more retemh 1)\ \ anclak 

rhe m.l1lclihle <Ind teeth were Yen badh damngccl .lIld in too Illi.lll\ \mall Iragments to l"eil'>lIemble for 
.lIla" ,IS of lUolh eluption and .... ear. However frum liIl' b~)Ile fu'>ion dal,1 il appeared thai the al1ll1lal h<l!! on'r 
I \car ... of .tge, ur older. The likelihood that thi'> \, .. , fI I illI.11 depoMt i!! inLTea,ed by the f<ICl that thl' I'nllle 
animal secll1~ to ha\t' been buried, apart from the \J...u ll \\ hilh ma~ have been remmed ror ... partlcui.1I 
purpose. or ma\ have been diSlUrbed at a later dale 1 1 0\\ e\"('I", ." Crall! memiom in conne<.tion wuh the 
pos~iblc ritu.1I deposil'" .. t Danebun. it mu,l dl~o bl' I t'llIemlx.'1 ed thilt Illilll\- of the animal .. mil\ halt' dIed III 
a milnner tlut cilused them to be unfit ror human comtlrnption. find Ihe\ M.'re Ihelclore buried ~ep<lfateh.il 

Caltie .... ould have been prized animals dUllng till· II Oil .\ge , .able to pHn ide a Idrge amount or meal. lllilJ... 
and hides, as "ctl a., being med for tra<.tlon purposes. The d.ltil regarding <lgc of death of the cattle IIldlcate'i 
th,1l the anllnab wel"e generalh J...ept until mature. II i .. pmsihle thilt the anilllab from thi~ silt' lICle being u~ed 
Illalllh a\ dr<tught animal'>, although there ilre hald" an~ e)l.amplt'~ of bone'> in the colle<.lion \\lth pillholog\ 
that cou ld be atlribuled to animals thill ha\-e been exploited in lim \\;l\. It i .... ,lIso possible that thc Glltle "('Il' 
kepi ror dairy produas. although it i'> notable that tlll·re are .... el") rew IIlllll.ltule .... J...detons in the <l,>~emblagt". 
hili(h i~ contl,-II~ to wlwlmight be expetted from a dai1) held 

i:1 Collated b, B. Wilson III 'Repon on Ihe Hone .lIld O\slei I.)hdl'. III TG. A.1It:n ,md \L\. RobIllSOIl. 
Till' PUhldo/lC Lmui'(ll~ lImllron Igl' nu·{o!1ul'>l'llfnIlI'IIt fit .\lmgll'\ f)/lth, Hardll'uk-u·/th-}H/UTd. ()x(m (19~l:H, 
168-20 I. 

i-l CI <l1Il. op. tit. note iO 
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')Iwq> llI,ult' Up onh ~:,f ( ollhe IOlal numl>Cl of Idt.,ntilll.·d fl.lgJllI.'nl~ 110m hand-follecu:d llli.Herial Ho\\cvcr. 
Iht' d.II.1 n:IIII.'H'c1 hom Iht' "ie'e:c1 bOIle: alld Ihl.· dalil hom the: minimum numbt:r o lmdi'ldut,ls taken hom 
thl.' 1Il;\lIdihk .. gIH'" .... tig-Ill" hight'r prnpollion. I hi .. Ill,), incli{,ltl.' di"lUnioll of Ihe re~lIlt'l due 10 Ihe 
1)11.'''''' .III(1n ,lIlclll.·t11t'\al 01 "onw olthl" elt'IlH.'IlI', ;t" uutlill(.'(\ ,Ih<l't', (11 IIMl llli-llH of the other dt.'mC:IlI" WCI e 
hl"lII).: 1,llt:11 011 "III.' 

110111 (01 I.' 

l Plll'l Olhil 

l.mH'1 whit 

()({'ipil<ll com\. 

\lelxilb 

\Iilllclihlt: 

""<apula n 
1llIlllenl" P 

11111111.'111" J) 

RadIn.. P 

R"d,n.. n 
lln'l P 

\kl,uMpal P 

Mt'I.tt. ;u pdl D 

1"'1 Ph;llangl' 

~l1d Phaldll}{L' 

'\rd PhaLtngl.' 

Pehl" 
I-emul P 

Fl'111111 n 
I illia P 

tlhia J) 

( ... It,lIlt'lIlll 

\ ... llagalu" 

\It:t,II ,lr,,al P 

\1t:lilt.l1 ... tI n 
\lla" 

\" .. 

I \gU_ :?o. I.)IIF I'I' Fit \11-" I ') H\ PII,\SF 
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II ... ( 1(,';11 110m Llbk ~Il <lnd Fig. '27111;11 11ll' malldlhlt,,, \\1'1{' dll' plcdominalll dCll1ellt .. alllong dll.' '1lit'lV 
11.'111.1111", ,Int! Ihi' i" 0111110,,1 certain" a 1,\llOi 01 dillen'ntl,1I pn'"el\aUOII, \ '(, 1'\ few fraglllelll .. \\crt.' 10llnd 111 
pha .. I.' I , \\ hi« II ~tlg.l{t·'I" llial ,en lew ~hccp \\t'n' lq>! al Ihl' .,i\l.'. \Iolt.' hagmclll\ UHlir In pha~l' 2 a lld Ihe 

0111('1 mid 10 lalt' Irol1\gc !t:allll{''','--'' \\llh Ihl' Llltlt' I>tll1l''', Iht: clclIlell" thai h,ne \ul\iH,d among'l the 
ph",,(' 2 a.,.,cmhl,l).{c all.' 1'III(all, tht: 1ll00t.' dl'm(',l.ug-t'l ,ltlc! (.'<111\ fu,illg bonc~, 

1 ht., d.lla IIOllllh(' Illandihk, he,ll "I"'~(" ,11(' .. 11(1\\ II m I,thln 21 ,mel '22. '\ol1e of lht: m<lndiblt'~ fn)llI ph" .. (, 
1\\,\ .. (Olllpit-ll' l'1l01lgh to u"t' Ihi~ melhod. hldelHt.' hom pIM'(' 1\\0 ,me! olliel featllrt· ... IIldll;lte .. Ihal tht:' 
lll'IfOnl\ o f Ihl.' ,mimah \H~IT bt'I\\t;'t:'11 1\\1) ,l1u leiglH H'ar .. 0 1 .I).\"t', It I" po""ihlt' that theH: Wt'It' It'maim of 
\ounge' indi\idll;ll" un the ~itt', 11 0\\('\10:1", Iht.' 11Ilf;t\oUltlblt: "oil ((IIulilion .. of tht· .. ite ma, h,IH' c!c'I1()\(.'d 11ll' 
IIMjlllil\ IIIII.'IlI')ill" II Ollllhc<;c indi,idll • .t" IIlht" \\Clt' 111("('111 in am nUllllx:r. 
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(d ollu'l" \I-U-\ {ealun' .... (~ce I-i g-. !W f01 )..c\.) 
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f.\BLL 21. TOOTH SEQUE:\CES OF SIIEEPCOAT FOLLOWI);C 5 I AGt~S OF PAYNE (Ol~ C IT 
'OTE 6,1) FOR TilE IRON AGE OCGUI'ArJOI\ 

Estimated Age 

0-2 mo. 

2 - 6 mo. 

6 - 12 mo. 

I - 2 }I. 

2-3 H. 

3-4 ) r. 
4. - 6 \T. 

6-thl. 

8- 10 \1". , 

A 

II 

e 
D 

I' 
I, 

e; 

11 

Phase 2 enclosul""e 

~\ 

I 

:l 

I 

Other M - L1A features 

I.\BU. 22. CL ~IL I.ATI V I-. FREQL' ENCES OF 100 III SEQuL'CES OF 5 111-.<,1' GOATS AS SI\LLIl 
1\\ ' III E \IETIIODS OF t;R,·\' I leW GIl. ,0 n . 65) 

Mandible wear stage 2 4 II 24 27 28 29 30 33 34 36 39 40 41 
Phase 2 enclosure 2 

Othel· M-UA features -

IOlal M-LI.\ 2 2 2 

Bon(" fusion data (Table 23) are \ery SC3ITe, and complete!\ ,Ibsellt fOJ" phase I. Onh a .,mall number 01 bones 
u)tlld be r('"corded, and thi.~ inc\uabh undermines the reliability of the <l11<I1\..,is. Ilo\\C"\'el, the tables do 
(lp(Jl'ar [0 C()1TeJall' \,·ilh lhe tooth wear and eruption data. wi th possibl\" a slight IIltTease in the number 01 
immature individuals in pha .. e 2. 

I .\BU~ 23, FPIPIIYSL\1. FLTSION IN SI-IEEP COAT BOl\ES FOLI.O\\'''·(; SIL\' f_R 
IO I~ ell. ,on. 62) 

Age 

10 mo. 

I.:J-lfi mo. 

2.5 - 3 \T. 

3 - 3.:; H, 

Element Phase 2 enclosure 

F 

HUlll eHIS D 3 
Radius 1-' 2 

Scapula n 3 

Iibia D 

;\Ielacalpal D 

.\letatarsal 0 

Calcaneum 

Radiu.. D 

Femur P 

Humerus P 

Femur 0 

Tibia P 

3 

2 

LF 

2 

2 

M·LIA Undated 

F LT UF 

Lnlonunatel) then" weJ'e no tolliplett' ~heep bones in the tullectiun 10 allow comparison with biometric data 
11'0111 other Iron Age ~ites, However, the bones appear 10 be similar in size to modern Soa) sheep. \\hi(h are 
thought to resemble Iron Age sheep. Adequate fragmenls or bone for 'iexing the skeletons were abo lacking 
in the collection. The :;heep on this sile were more probabh kept fOI their b\-pnxluC"ts than ror their meal. 



B 1 (. t-.... I F It FIE L 0.., I' \ I{ \1 '21:i 

.-\geing d.lla 'ougge .. tlhat the majoril\ ofthe animal ... "ere being l..C:pl LO full nldlUl-in in order to make IllUme 
of Ihe animdl",' \\oo!. milk ,mo dung .. -\Ilhough \\t:d\lIIg \\<.1'0 pmbabh pnKlhed on site. it does not •• ppeal (() 
IMH' lX't:1I pr<lui .. ed nn a large scale and II is possible th.11 'oUI pili.., \\()(II \\as ""ed in trading and interatUOI1 

ht'l\\een othel "'Ill''' 

Pig 
()nh Y ( (If Ihe lXIIlt:., re(m(:rcd \\ere thmt: 01 pig ... I he nl.lJOI II \ ollhe .. e (arne from dilLh depmll". \lml of 
the fragmem\ GUlle hom pha .. e 2 and other mid 10 101 Ie irun .\ge features. ~o frAgments \\ere found III 
pha-;e I Llbll' ~·1 shows the ~kelctal elemellt anah ... s and Fig. ~S gin's Ihe percentage suni\al figure .. oCthe 
mml ('(Hnmon clements expected to suni\'e taken from cri.ni,l s<:t b, (~rant.i5 ~landibles \\t:re the best
represenled dement .. "hi! .. t long bone rragment\ al e .dll1C)~t .. b .. t'llI. II .. hould he noted thai smaUlong bone 
,h,Jh II ,tgmt'nl~ haw been omillcd rrOIll lhe table. 

1,1 Ihid 

IAaLE 2-1. PIG foLJ·.\Ir.' I .'" B' P I I.\~F 

L pper ol-bit 

l.ower orbit 

()c(ipil~l (ond. 

\taxilli-l 

\Iandible 

Scapula D 

HUllIcrll!> P 

J JUlI1erus 0 

Radius P 

Radius () 

L Ina P 
~ t ct;.u.;arpa l J) 

~1 ela(arpal D 

1 sf I)halange 

2nd Phalangc 

:hd Phalange 

I'eh'i~ 

Femur P 

Femur D 

libi(l P 

Tibia 0 

Calcaneum 

ASlragalll'> 

~:Iel<ltarsal I' 

\ tcllllarsa l 0 

\ lc l<lpodial P 

~ I etapodial D 

.\lIas 

.\xis 

1 

3 

Phase 2 

'1 
1 :1 

13 

I:l 

3H 

100 

25 

1 :1 

1:1 

1 :1 

13 

25 

, 

2 

Othe r 

50 

50 
100 
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Fig. :l$. Pig: ~I...d('!al (:lcmCIlI pCl'(c litagl'''' (<I) ph.lSe 2 l'lIdosurc; (h) other \I·UA leatlll C,), 
(See Fig. 2G flH !...t'y.) 

~ 
~ 
~ 

~ 

:!; 

\geing 01 pi~ ... h,l'" bct'n ~arri('d out on the ba~l~ of Cilipt ion and \\ 1.',11 of the mandibulal teeth onh. ')ill(", tht'l C 
\\(,It' not t' llo ligh <lpplopl-i.llt' fl-aglllt:'"nt~ of long bUilt' plC~l'nl 10 .1110\\ .IS'ie!>~ment of epiphyseal fu~i()11 Onh 
a Il' \\ of Ihe mandibles wert' nllnplcte ennllgb 1O allo\\ d.gcmg fmlll looth eruption. and nCIl fe\'vcl ("(>l dd bl' 
l{iH'n .1 pH'c i., ... Illandible weal stage (Table 25). 

I 11\1 I 23. Cl I(L LInn. FREQL D,(.I [, m 1001 II"Ql E"C[5 OF 1'1(; .\S S LI(.fI) B\ IIIF 
\lEI liDOS Of ( .R." I (0 1' (.II '01(65) 

\fandible .... ear stage II ;?I 23 27 

Phase 2 

II Llil 1M:' 'l'l'lI hUIll lab le 26 Ihat dll' 1lla.J01 i1\ dicd bCh\eCII Ihe age..'s of 17 and 22 months. Lhe age .. at .... hllh 
the\ \\ould h'l\c..' bc..'en reaching maturin . , ·he le \\('re ill~o ind1\idLlill ... at Ihe lower end oflhe .... (·al "Iagc!>. It 
i, plOhahlc tlMt WI" fc\\ of the pig~ "cpt on site \\t're..' kcpt bcyond lllatLlnt~ ~ince. assuming thaI the animal ~ 
\\l'J'(' be..'ing kl'pt primarih for meal . it would h<l\,(' btl'll an i.ulcled expense 10 keep them once they had bccollle..' 
lulh I{I 0\\ n . 

I \Bl.t 2(). \G~S .. \1 ~RLI)I 10:-. OF ~1\1\iJ)IBUL·\R 1 H :. l II 1:-" PIG FOLLOWING SILVE.R 
((W Cil '0 If (;2) 

Estimated Age Phase 2 enclosure Other M - LlA features 

4 - 6 mo, 

Ii - 22 mo. 
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Onh 1"'0 element~ indicaH\e of the.sex of the animal~ ",ere IIXO\cred from the hand·colleued and ~i(.'\('d 
bone, mdlCallng two female pigs. It i<; probable tiMI Ihe majoril\ of pigs L.ept were female and that tht' 
maJonl\ of male pigs .... ere J...iIIed earh. ~illle ,"en Ie ........ ollld be H.'quiled for breeding purpo!>es. It IllU"t Ix: 
borne 111 mind that pig bones tend Ilotto suni\e as "ell as Iho~(' of (at lie and 'heep. {)\\ing to Iht' POIO~It\ of 
bone. -I-hi, i .. e!lpcciall, Ihe case for \oung indi\idual .. whos(' bOIlt' is \CI more h-;)~ile. It is pmsible Ihal if Inan\ 
of Ihe pigs L.illed on site "ere \oung. prescn-alion bltts 111<1\ be: a ~Ignilicalll factor affcuin~ the (,\idemt· '01 

pig, i\nd the mher .,pt'"Cies on Ihe ... itc. II()weH~r.lhis (allllot Ix' a\'1ullll'd In Ix- the rea:)on wh, thelt: all" ,I .. m,tll 
numher of pig bone~ in the assemblage. 

It dOt'S not appear that pig husbandn on the site \'oa<; paninlla,h mlen'll\e. ullliJ...e callIe and !lh('('p. pig, 
pro\.idc fe\\ b).produCts other lhan manure. Femalcs are ofien able to breed from one ,('ar uf .IHl'.7h 
Addllionalh-.lhe~ GlIl be fenile all \-ear round and are able to bear 'toung twi(t' a ,car.;; ·rherciOle thc kIlling 
of a high number of immature and young adult~ would 1)(' lIulikeh to ha\l' a detrimental elleet Oil the hel d. 

lIonf.\ 

·Ihe horse bones from the ~ite make up 87c of the lOla! idenufied clements. rhe majorit\ of fragmcnt .. ("(llll(' 
from phase 2 ,lilt! OIher mid to late Iron Age feaItlT·e~. The bones \'oele well di~lributed aum!;. the 'lite \\-ith 
onh a fe\\ fealtlres \1 ith high concentrations of bone. The mOl e (ontemraled deposit!> tended to indude 
~kulls, paniall)" ,Irliculated \ enebrae and feel bones. I he lIlain clementS retrie\ed wefe Iragments of skull and 
loose teeth. which lIla\ indicate some rilUal significance (seclable ~7). Fig. ~9 gin~!I the pen:entage slII\i\al 
figufe~ uf the most common elements. 

A comblllauon of Sih er'siX and Le\ine'si9 eruption-wear 'equeTHes \\as used in order [() t'Mimate the age .. 
of the horses from the sue. sho\\-n in Table 28. Both inlonnation from the maxillae and mandible \\,ts used 
Cue was taL.en nOi to duplicate the information fl'Ol11 related maxillae and mandibles. The majorit\ of 
elementS from hOlses \\ere found in phase 2 01 the t.'ndosure dilth. hente the lack of dala from the mhel 
phases. 

It (:<In be seen from the eruption-\,-ear se(luences that the lllajOlu) of 11OT'~S appear to ha\c b('l'1l O\(.'r :l 
years of age. 1 he data from Ihe epipll\seal fusion of the bOl1e crable 29) are less clear. and 'Iuggest that ,tt Jc.."t 
two indi, Iduals 'Iere less than 3 to 3.5 ,ears old. llowc\cr. this inf(lrlllatioll i\ fe~., l'e1iable than thill or lilt" 
elUption.\\car sequences, espedall~ sin{:c lhe sample ~ile \laS !lmall. 

Of the ~\'{'n mandible and maxilla fragmcnts thilt lOuIe! Ix: s(',ed. all w(,re male. This prt:ierellce for malt, 
horses brought on 10 the site may have cultural 01 riw<l1 ,ignilicance. Male hor'lCs may haH! been \,Ihll'd 

slightl\ less than female horses. From the result .. <It i)allebun, Grant ploposes lhat hOises may not haH' bet'n 
bred Oil mam Iron .\ge silcs.l'!() bUll"athel" takell fi·olll leral hCI(h and Iraint.'d. If this is the ca!>l' hCl"e. then it 
may be that a greater number of male horses wele lah'll so as not to disturb the breeding pOlc11lidl 01 tht, 
ht'rd<;!()o greatl~. 

\'en few of the long bone fragments relric\ed fmlll 'lilt' ..... el·e ill good enough condition to be llIt'a'lul('d 
Table 30 ,hows lhe results from the three Ihal were me<.tsliled, rompared \\ith dala rell"ic\cd 110111 

i)<IIlt'bun XI and Ihe L pper Thames \'alle~ 1(2 and thc i\~Il\ille hading ESlate.tI~ It call bc <;cell thilt th(' 
Bicester hOlses appear to havc been of similar si/e to those found at Ihe mher Iron Age sites. 

~()ne of the identified horse bones had am clear ,igll'ii of butch en damage. 1I0we\er. ,ince tht:' IIl<lJoril\ 
of long bone .md ,kuli fragments were found separateh it is not unreasonable 10 assume Ihat at least wme 01 
the hOl-ses killed were laler eaten. A worked hOf!>e Illctal.u· .. al \\,IS f(Hlild on the site. and ma, ha\e hecn used 
a'i a gouge bee Worked bone and amler object!> report, abO\cl. 

71) Il)I(l. 
77 C.G.~1. Lauw{'ricr, 'I)igs. Piglets and Determining lhe Sca!>oTl of Siaughtering·,}"l. of .Iychaeol. Sf/I'll(/', 

x (1983). 183-8. 
iii Silver. op. lit. note 62. 
;9 Levine, op. cil. note 68. 
tlO Grant, op. cil. note 71. 
!'II Crant, op. cit. note 70. 
"'2 Wilson. op. ciL note 73. 
1\:\ B Wil.wn et aI., 'The Animal bones' in Parnngton, op. (It. note 15. pp. 110-39. 
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L\l\LE'17 1I0RS~ lum.' I BY PIIASE 

Phase I Phase 2 Other Undated 

:\0 ck '\0 c;, :\0 q '\0 Sf 

L PPt'1 01 hit :I 75 50 

L()\\ cr orbit :1 i:l 50 

0( Ipltal Ctlml 2 .")() 30 

_"-Iaxilla :1 i:) 50 

\1 <I lid ib1t: 100 100 

Srapula D 

I l tlllll'l U<" P 

II UlIlCl'tlS D <)~ _ .) 

R<ldius P 

Radim D 

Lint! P 

\It't<l(.II-pal P 2 30 30 

:-'lel<lc .. np<l1 J) 2~) 30 

I ~t Phalilngl' 2 100 

2nd I'ha!'lnge 

:3 rd Phalallge 

l>eivl'S 25 

Femul I' 2 ~)O 

Felllur D :!~) 

' ·ihid I' 50 

I ibi,1 Il 2[J ;")0 100 

(.011("<1 lIeli III 30 

\..,tlag-ailis 30 

\ktatars,,1 I' 2 .~lO .lO 

\1/.'I<lt<lI!lal n .,-_ .l 2 100 

\I('l<lpodial P 2 100 

\lct<lpodii.ll D 

\!liI .. 

\"., .:lO 

I \III ~. 2H ES II\!UEO AGE FRO" ~ RlI'IIO' III.\R "EQL lV ~ S FRO\J 1I0RS~ \1 "" I. \I 
"J) \J \"IIBLES 

blimalcd .-\gt' 

2 - .. h I. 6mo. 

:) - 11 ~I'. 

;) - 20\"1" 

9 - 20,T. 

13 - 23\1. 

I'ha .. c :! endosurc 
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Fig. 2~) . 110 1' 5(' : \ keletal percentages (a) ph;l \C 2 cnclm.lII'c; (b) other M-L1A fea tures. (See Fig. 26 lo r key.) 

L\BU.29. EP I PIIYSE..\L l-T 'i IO:\' 11\ 1I 0R~F BO\l- _r., l-OLLO\\" I i"\(, SIIS ER (O P. CIT ~O l f 62) 

Age Element Phase 2 Olhe r M-UA 

I' LF F L F 

15- I ~ mo. l lume rus D 

Radius P 

Metacarp.d D 

~I ela talsa l D 2 

I H - 24 mo. Scapula 0 

Tibia 0 

:~ - 3.5 ) I- H ume rus P 

Radius 0 

Femur P 

Femur 0 

T ibia P 
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"I AHLE 30. I IORS~ 1I0:-<E \IEASL RE\H 'TS 

Elem enl Measure ments R ange (mm,) Mean (mm.) N umbe r 

GL 226 226 

Bp :I~ 38 

Bd :m 39 

()lhcl L- \11,\ ft:'I1Ul'CS :-' Ietatal'''ial (a. 2:\4 2:l ... 

Ill' 
Bd :n.3 :l7.3 

1 ibia CL :100 :lOO 

Hd . ...,7 ;")7 

D,lIlebun ~lc l .ltarsal (,L 227 - 253 2-to.6 14 

Bp ·10.8--17.7 11.9 8 

Bd 10.8 - 11.7 44.1 14 

fibia GL 229 - :H3 321 :1 

Bd 57.9-7\ .5 6:1.:1 16 

llpperl hames \ 'allt:'\ Met,tlarsal Bd 62.6 

,\.· .. Il\'illc I!'i..ding blatt' ribi .. GL 217.:1 

/Jog.\ 

\'en le\ fragment!> of dog \\ere \()tllld in the ib.'>emhlage. \10\1 \\ere 11'0111 pha\(' 2 and other nud to 1<11(;' 11'011 
.\ge realUrl'~ .. \1\ bll\ Olle mandibll' fi·agment frolll pit 5119 welt' flom dilrh fcawr(:"s. II i~ <I~sllll1ed thaI d')gs 
I\Cn.· 1i:~p()llsiblt' lor the majm HI of( hl'l\ ing damage obilt'ncd, ilinc.:e the!e i~ no e\ idelll.t' of other Clrnil(lIom 
<lllilllal"i !!"Om Ihe ')ilt.'. rhe desn-unil'e ellen that d()g~ (all h,we 011 lX)IlCs i.., highlighted hI 1\1\ Ill' and 
\l1IIlSOII. K1 \fall\ of (ht' .,111<111('1' ~pe(-i('\ <llld .. miJller dt'lIlelltS lII;W ha\l' bl·t'n (Q(illh destlOli;'d h\ tht'~e 

'1IlIIllilb. 

rtlt' ('ficos of dog ani\il\ need to he takl.·11 into lomideration in am aSileSSlllcnL of thc ~patt"l di~n ihution 
,md de~lrutli()n 01 bOllc"i. and ,",CIlI h<l~ illlhtrat(:d Ilw influence dogs l'<In h<lle./'(~ hl'1l \\ithout competitioll 
it h<l'i bl'c'n pnnl'n that dog~ tend to !Cl1\ml' bOJII':~ from (kpo..,itioniJI "ile" to nthel ,Ilea .... I hl' ~e\l'ril\ nl'c!I('\\ 
Ill.llks on the hone .. dcpemb Oil the dog\ hungl.·r and the Irequciln \\ ith \\hich it is gin'll bOIlt'" to che\\. 
S()mctirnc~ the dog II ill {hcw a hone completely lInlil fragmentcd, 01· cat a smail bOlle whole, Ihe bUilt' being 
hl'Okt'1l down again it, it goe ... through Ihe animal's digestiH' ~\~tem. 

Onh Ollt' of Ihe dOl{ rnalldible~ \\(1\ complete ellough for some 1llCa,urelllt'llb to be recorded. The re"ldt~ 
iln: shown in rahk' 31. HO\\t'lcl. the Jt'mur fragment from phase 2 dnrl both mandible fragment" from tht' 
olher mid LO laIC Iron .\ge fcalllles snggt:".\t that the dogs \Icre of medium "i/(:". Th(' dog~' function ;11 the 
.,t'nlelllent i" Ilot dear: perhaps the, I\(']"C lIsed as herding <llIimal~. or fOl· hUl1ting<lnd guarding the ~ilf:'. Th("1 
llIa\ abo have been 1..t'l--'t a~ pc". 

IAIlLt :11. DOG M."DIIlLE \IUSL·RHltXIS (10" DE'- IJRI~SC:II. Or. CJ I. "0"1 f 69) 

7 8 9 10 II 12 13 14 19 20 
(mill.) 82 75 67 :11 10 21 20 1M 

1'1-1 S. Pal'ne and P.J. Munson. 'Rub, and HOh \1am SquilTel.,;, rhe DestHU.: UOll 01 BOIl~'" b, l)og~: 
Pal<leobiological Imestigators', in Fieilei" <:\ ,,\. (cds.). Rflf(/r(h Dl"/If'I.\Jetluxl" and /)(lto _~1!(/I)"\i\ (B.-\R 
Intenlat. Ser. cdxl'i. lOR:""). 

~') S. Kelll, ·The Dog: An Anhaeologist'<; Be~t hiend 01 \\'Ol·st Fnelill - Ihe spatial distribution of 
faunal remain"i·,jni. of FuM Ar(haeoi. I'iii (1981).367·72. 
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\'CI\ fe" remain .. from \\lld annnab "ere found III the <I~'>t'mblage. TllO'iC present "ert'" red deer. roe cicer. 
fidd \01(.', \\(HxI Illomt'", frog and toad The .,mall .. petie!l h-ere ("()lIeered from the !lle'ed material ,"0 bird (II 
fi .. h lem.tlm '\ere found. 1 his ma, be due to pre<;en.ltlon f.lC.IOI"". e .. pedalh III the case of the fi3h LH)IIe .. 

Red det'r ha., the 1110-'" freqllemh '-epn.· .. cnted wild "penc .. from the mammalian remaim. -, he llhljUl'il\ 01 

the fragment .. "en' refll"t' from worked <lmlel".') and loose I('elh. One metal.lrsal has found in come't 60 I \\ ith 
hllldllon mad,." Rot' deer i'i al ... o present. but onh a ft'" tooth h.lgment'i were retrie\ed. It i .. pm,iblc.· th.lt 
long bone ... md other elements mal nOI ha\e Hln I\ed ..I'S "ell ..IS Ihl)o;e of the larger ungulates. Dee, doc.~, not 
..11'1)('..1" to hil\e been a t\pica! pan of the diel of the 'ille, probabl, beGllI't' most meal was obtained from the 
domc<;lit dnllnah. Deer are capable of caUSing damage to crops <lnd m." have been killed 10 keep them ;.1\,<1\ 

frolll .uahlt' f;muland_ lIowt'\er, hUllung \\'as probabh pr,u.ti .. ed mOle as a .,pon than as an e..,senllal P;.IIl or 
.Kquiring food. hom thl' reillaim of the hones and Ihe Ie" dog .. on ~ite It I~ ch.'ar that the people oflili, ~lIt' 
would haH' had acccss 10 fast transporl and trarking illlllll .. l~ fOI hUliting as well as olht'l pUIj}()'iCS 

Onh it few fragments of lield \'ole and wood 1ll0U'C \\Crt' I(HlIlei and indICate their ple~ence around til(' 
'Ill'. Thill\-Ihn'e Iragllu:nts of frog and lOad bone Wl'n.' rC't()\l'rt'cI frolll po~thole fill 5 153. "i~ po~~ihle that 
the fe.HIllt' \\"lS left opl'n and that the fl'og~ min have u!lcd It for refuge. (ffoliage had gl'Ohn ilfound Iht' ba .. e, 
ont'llIIg Illnre lmer, the illlilllill!l mil) hale crawled 111 10 lubernOlIt' and been f..illed b .. !le\ere fro~t.::;h 

"j/m/illl Dlllnbulioll 

In ordel to galll a bt.'llel under..,tanding of the manner in which fragmen" /i'om the dnimal can:.l~ .. e., here 
bein~ dl'po'itt,c1 mer the ,itl', an auempt ".lS made to I(H)f.. <It the ~patial dhlribution 01 the hone.'!. I hl' 
1lll'llmd U\l'{1 \\d.s ba~ed on that med by \\'if ... on ilt \I!ngie, DitLh.!!',\ lentr,,1 area has lhosen frolll hlthin Ihl' 
loundhome imide the lectangular endmure dud a 'm.mclala· 11'IIlplilieM "it.'! pltiLed over the top. lentred Oil 

the rollndhou .. e <wei aligned to the grid pointS. ' he .lim "as to look at the <It .. tnbution of the ixlllt' al a ra{ilal 
di .. tan(t" lrolll lht' lentlal are'l wilhin lhis frame, 

Dal;! hom p11<l3t" I, pha.!>t" 2 and other mid to late Iron \ge I('.uurt" h'l\e been included in Table :t! .. lI1fe 
It i~ dlfliwlt to ~t'p'II<lte Ihe features into the debris depoc;ilL'd during or .. ltt"r the building 01 tht" pha'ie 2 
hou~1'" ,tile! ('ndo"ure 

I ,\BU :~:!. PI: R( E:\,T,\(;E OF ... \1.\1:\ DO\ I E.~ l ie " PFCIlS ,\ 1 R.\DL\L D IST,\.\,"CI: FRO\I 
(;ENI RF OF SII f . 

Distallce from cenlJ'e of site (m.) Fragment numbe r SheeE '7c Pig 'It Cattle '7c H o rse % 

10 - 18 9 60 30 
IH - 2G 13 2:1 8 34 !S 

26-:11 

:H - 12 1:1 :18 8 31 23 

12 - 50 23 21 8 6H 

j() - 5H 262 26 6 6:\ ;j 

.;8 - 66 139 15 i5 6 

fi6 - 74 HI 28 52 16 

7-t - H2 53 22 2 70 6 

H2 - 90 82 :H 7 54 5 

90 - 98 39 2~ 3 69 5 
98 - 106 ::;9 25 :1 4 1 :1 1 

IOu- I II 24 50 16 

I I I - 122 

122 + H 1:\ 13 74 

", I ()"Collnor, pt'I.,. comm. 

" \\,ihnll, np, lit. note 7:i. 

" Ibid. 
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Fig. ~I Percentagc of bUill! .wd (hl'\\cd hOUl' OUI\\,ud\ from n'ntre olthc 'Ill'. 

• Burnt 

C Gnawed 

II (.111 he \ct'n ,h<ll illthl' 11101(' central illl'''' n:1'\ Ie" h;Ig-llll'lIt\ \\(;,IC liHlIld. \lam denWIlI\ welt' pmbahh 
1l'lllmt.'d Irol111he n:IlIH.' of the .... itl'. illid Iho~l' thOlI 1t'1l1.lincd Ill.!' h.nl' bcc.:n \ubJl'o to tr<lmpling-. FI<lKml'TlI~ 
hom Ihl' .... Iwep hones appear LO be more pre,ak'IH in!hi\ '1Il"! .1IIt! mainh lonsisled of loose teeth and ~l11all 
fl ilg-IlICn" of long bOlles, Fig. ~o sho\\ s Ihat (,Hill' fri.lglllel1l~ ,11'1.' the IIlO .... , h-equently found clemell1'i III all btll 
Ihl' I1Imt ((:nllal <llea,. Thcle an' no fragmcnt .. of bone Imllld "( <l radial di ... tance 01 26-3·1 Ill. and 
[[ I-l~!! m. 11'011111)(' cenlral point wnlull the IOlIndhome, hUlthi .. pmbabl) It'flects it lac\... offeiltult' .. , r;Llhet 
Ihiltl all\ \lgniliclIlt trend III butchen prall in' Fil{. :H ~hO\\~ the IOlal perccmage ofbuJ'1lI and I{na\\l'd hone 
at a 1'.ldi,tI di.,t,lIlll' lrom the CCIllI'l' of thl' .... lIe . It i~ irlll'll·\tillg to note that the OCClIrrence of gnawed bOlll' 
gl<ldualh JIl(lea .. e~ \\l1h di .. t.tllcc frOIll the (eHlll' or till' 'Ill', \\uh iI "Iriking ab~c::tl(e of gnilwed bOlll' .11 ,I 

di"',IIIll' 01106 Ill. Onh it ~mall amOll1ll of burnt bone \,,1' found illlhc 111m! «,l1tral "tca, the lll<ljorilY Willing 
hom O\l'1 7n 111. 110m the It.'lure ofthl' ,iiC'. 
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Bulclif'l) 

1 he Ill.llorih of bute-ht!r\ lllilrL!> "ere found on the callie delllent .. 1 he pro,unal half of a Ted deer metalilr\oll 
had .. if.(n~ of knile Illark~ at the mid q'uion, dnd a Ie\\. of the r.1(ili and lllel.Il,lr,,<,ls from ,he ~hccp had knile 
IlIMk .. jll .. 1 under Iht" proximal ephiph"l~. It i .. lIot po" ... blt" to ~ain a belle!" understanding of Ihe butlhen 
tce-hlllqut''I mcd on the shcep and pig~ since ,0 Ic" demenl .. fmlll lhe main bod, ;.IIld limbs \\en~ rccmen:d 

'ont' 01 lhe p.mh wmplelc hor~ d!ld caule .. Lulls h,ld "i~m 01 buu:hen ~uch as pole<txing ()I mechal 
(Iea,agin).{. II(mC'CI-, one ~lngle fragmt"nt from lhe Imntoll '>C.,(tion 01 a l,ltlle ~I..ull from phase 2 hiJ.!<.<l fc\\ kmfe 
Ill.tll.~ 11I~1 !Jel()\\ Ihe hOI n. Chop marks \\CtC al~o Immd on the di~ldl "CHion of a hOl'n ,,"11 tltlae-hed to a 
.. egnu:lIl of the .. kull. \'enoal and du',al (hopping 01 the iHI,I" ,tilt! axi .. of caule "ere IOllne!. The nHl .. t 
numel'OlI~ butllle.', marks 100Ind on the cattle elcm{"ll~ \\1')'1' frelnl elhow jOint cut,. 'fan, of the <:attic humtlii 
had killfe nil and chop llI<lrks jllSt abO\e the cplpll'\i\ of Ih<.· dl~tal humenb. rhi~ i:. probdbh mer
I eprt:\t:llied ",n<.t the di~lal hutn<:-rii wert: Olll' olthl' IIlml In.'qllentl) rl'CO\ cred elements. I he pn»,imal are,,~ 
of 'Ollll' ladii al,() had \igll':i of knife and e-hop mark~. 

Yen dl';I] ,igm of knife m<lrk~ herc found on the ,\llleriol .. t'ttinm oflhe ,htnlgalus bones from Ihe hl){"k 
jOlln.1 he pehic )oilll was another area (01" \\hirh there i, deal c\'idt-'ne-c of olile-her-,. Knife mark .. wCle 100llld 
on ,ep,uaH' ('IClllellt~ of the pubis. i\hiUIlI and ilium. 

Pallwlo[D· 

\ t'T\ fel\- fnlgmclm of' bont' di:.plawel e, idellce of p.llhologi( al IhanKt'!<.. It 1\ po,sible, as mentionc:d callier, 
thaI the .ltlrilional damage on man~ of lhe bOlle\ Ill;!\ ha,t' d("lI 0\ eel sOllie of Ihe e' idence. The le\\ hOlle~ 
\\lth degencI,ltl\{' (hangc:. all (dille from phase:2 Callie maxillae ane! mandible fragmems fmm cuntext 310 
had \igm of pt'l iodontal disea,e and the ~ame ploblcm "as found on 1\\0 of the horse skulls from context 30M 
and 5:{1l4 .\11 \,ere from ful" mature <Inilllal~. One ~heep\ tooth from context 5318 had po~sibh: 'igm ()f 
rllillor lOoth dc<. .. \. In addition to lhe denlaJ palhnlog" Oll(' <"olllic .l'~trag,dus from context 510 dcad) 
dl~pla\{'d .. igm of cbumation 011 the distal anicul.ltion . .\II dli.mge .. ob~el\ed are those expected lrom oleic.· 
animah. 

Di\(w.\UH/ 

I he Hiccstel Fields Fann asscmblage diflers from man, ollhc olhcr l IOn ,\ge sites in Ihe region in 
having a im\er propOl'uon of ~heep rl'lIlaim. Il o"c\'cr, it docs h,n-e ~imilarities with ~ltes sue-h <I .. 

Ash\'ille~(1 and the Iron .\ge site at FannoorYo The hlrlllOOl site had rough l} equal numbers of (aule 
and ~hc<.'p, <I" at Biccslcr Fields Farm. The slight I, highn IllUUbCI oft'<luie bones in the as~cmblagc Illa, 
be a resu lt of slight letric\'al bias sinn> lhe sit'ved material and the data fi·om MNI pmduced a more 
halanced numbcl, 

rile Gmlt would ha\"e flourished in the heller lowland silc's ,ince it is import..'1nt that the, are kept 
with 'H.H.·'S to <I large amount of water'. It ha~ been I;howl1 tlMt they can COl1:!1ume as much <1\ 16 gallom 
of h<lter ada).'" 1 he iUl;h lands around thb area. ami aece .. , 10 the ri\"el, would have been ideal for ,1 

herd of Gwle. In addition to thi\, the g(x)d pastUlc would hmc !x'cn ideal li)r ha"naking. and "leas 
l"Oltid i.llmOM cCrlitinh have been managed for these purpo .. es. 

rhe Glule appe;ued to be bigger than those f()Und on othel Iron .\gc site~, which ma) have been 
(lue to beller conditions <lnd management. rhe i:lge (LUi! indlGtI<.'s thal the animals ,\ere Lilled oIT ilt a 
... Iightly sloher rate than the sheep, pos .. ibl) b<"came the~ \\el c more \ allied. It is possible that the cattle 
wCI'e lI'icd ror ploughing although there is liule e\ldc..'lIce of pathologiGiI changes on the bOllcs to 
~upp()rt Ihis, 

.\lthough there are quile a fe\\ sheep rrnm the ~He, the ,]I'ea would not hale been Ideal for them 
sincc d<llllpnc, .. maLes sheep more pi one to de\cloping foot rot and Ji\'er nuke. This could .. uggesl !hill 
the ... te was se.l\onal, since bringing the animals do\\ n during the drier momhs of the year would not 
have posed 'W<.h a risk. It is probable that the shecp \\cre gcnerall) Lepl on the higher pdStures around 
the site in an effort to reduce damagc to thc fl ocL. Ii'om wet wnditions. The slightl) lo\\er pl'Oportion 
of .. heep ill Ihe as~elllblage may indicate that it was more ,iable to ha\"e a balanced filrnling structure, 
since the conditions were better for the (allic. The numhers of .. heep may ha,'c been limited due to 
a\-aildbiluy of pastUlciand. or because arable fanning in Ihe area I'equircd more Glule. 

1'19 Wilson, 01'. cit. note 83. 
941 n. Wil30n, 'The Vertebrates', in Lambricl.. and Robinson, 01'. {it note 16, PI'. 128-33. 
~II p.J. Rc\O()ld~, Inl'lnll Fanmng (Shire \t-chaeoloh'1 I. 19I:li). 
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I t is probable that there was interaction with other settlements, since tllere may have been a need 
for arable foods. If the site was !:>casonal, it could explain why so few immature animals were found 
(although the effect of presen'ation bias must also be borne in mind, as outlined above). Nevertheless. 
if the animals ollthi.s site \\'ere being taken off during tile wimer months. then it is possible that younger 
animals may ha\c been killed off site at a differellliocation. 

The faci that there are man) horse skulls buried 011 the site may have some sacrificial or ritual 
significance. Grant has argued that because the economic contribUlioll that horses make to siles is 
re1ati\e1) small, and the) are expensive to feed, they may have been more likely to be chosen as the 
prefelTt'd sanifitial gifl. l

)2 Their loss ",ould nOt ha\"e affected the economy of the site as much as the 
loss of the cattle or sheep. The majorit} of the horses appear [0 have been mature or elderly animals. 
The horses would have been prized and are an indicator of higher stams, since it was expensive to keep 
animals that did nOI have the exploitation potential of the cattle and sheep. It is probable that the 
horses were \'alued mainly for their speed, and it is in fact thought unlikely that they were used for 
ploughing much before the late medic val 01 earl)' posHnedieval period. 

O\'erall, fewer fragments were found in lhe deposits from the earlier phase of the enclosure, with 
no evidence of pig remaim. HO\\'ever, there are no significam changes in the occurrence of the two 
most dominant species. and one left horse mandible was also present. It is probable that the status of 
the site increased during the later stages with an increase in pig husbandry and a larger number of 
dome~tic species on the site. The large number of horse elements also indicates thallhe economy of the 
site allowed the upkeep of animals thai contributed \"en little to its; productive potential. 

THE CIlARRED I'L\NT REMAINS b) RUTH PELLING 

During exca\'ation of the mid-late Iron Age enclosed settlement at Bicester Fields Farm a series of 
samples were taken for the analysis 01 charred plant remains. Samples were taken from the enclosure 
ditch, gullies, pits and postholes .. -\ total of 77 samples were processed by bulk water nontion. The 
volume of soil proccssed from each .sample ranged from 10 to 120 litres, but was mostly 40 Iitres. The 
resultant flols were collected on to a 500).1m mesh and allowed to air.dq before being submitted for 
assessment. 

Each sample was first put thwugh a stad .. ofsie\'es to breal... them illlo manageable fractions. Each fraClion was 
,canned under a micro~L()pe at x 10 magnification. Am charred seeds and chaIT no!ed were provisionall} 
idemified and an appl'OXilmuion of dhundanct' was made. While this method lllCl) result in smaller items 
heing missed it docs prO\icle d useful melhod of characterising the samples. Charcoal fragments wele 
prO\i~ionall} identified b} examination in ll'all'i\ene section. With the exception of oak (QuercuJ sp.) the 
charcoal identifications must be taken as tentative. 

[{f.\ult." 

I he nots were mosLh poor, containing large quantities of modern roOtlets. Small numbers of charred seeds 
01 chaff were noted in 30 samples. gcnerall) in densities of less than 0.25 items pCI' lilre. These remains 
consi!lted mostly of occasional charred cereal graim. usually up to 5 pcr sample. One sample comained 
approximately 20 weed seeds, including Polvgonaceae. FallopUl cont'olvuiuI and Chenopodiaceae, all arable or 
ludel'dl weeds, and la/enOl/ella dnJ/.(lta (narrow-fruited com~1.lad), a common cornfield weed. The occasional 
c('real grain included HordeulII T'u/gare (barley), hulled 7ht!cwlI ~/JelliJ/djcQ(('U11l (spelt/emmer wheat) and 
occasional short grained 1hllcum sp. The ~hon grained Tntirllm was poorly presened bUl doe!S appeal' to be 
of a free-threshing \'ariel),. although a short grained spelt cannOI be discounted. A glume base of a hulled 
Trill,lIl1l was also no[ed in context 5124, but could not be identified to species. Short grained, possible free
threshing \\-heat was present in 8 ~amples. from 7 contexlS (5060, 5119, 5512, 5368, 5407, 5437, 5492). Hulled 
wheat was present in 5 samples (contexts 512<-1, 5499, 5246, 5249, 5446). 

Small quamitlcs of charcoal fragments were present in most samples. Qut'rctti sp. (oak) and cf. Pomoideae 
(hawthorn, apple, pear etc.) were most commonl) recognised. OLcasional samples contained larger quantities 
of charcoal, nOlabl\' samples 68. 94 and 143 (CXlS 52-17, 5393, 5595). Again the charcoal included QIlt'mL~ sp., 
POllloideae and COI)/UIiAIIIII\ 'ip. (hazeltalder). 

92 Grant, op. cit. nOle 73. pp. 221-8. 
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The rcsull.5 generall\ conform Wilh me crop paLtern for tim period 10 southern Bntaln. Hulled bilrlt~\ 
and hulled wheats, principalh spelt \\Cheal. are the major (ereals reoncred from Iron Age seltlement 
sites in 50uthern B"itain. Free.threshing \\ heal is \e~s commonh found but IS present on .,He., In \0\\ 

densities from the 'eolithic onwards. 

RADIOCARBON DETERWNATIONS by ALI T.\IR BARCL~Y, 
AN E MARI E CROMARTY and NANCY BEAVAN 

Bone "'dmple~ from t ..... o bUI'ial deposits n:corded as di~rele feawres \\ere submined for A,\ fS dating (0 lhe 
Rafter Radiocarbon Laboralory. Gracefield Research Cenu-c, New Zealand. rhe re~earch objeCli\c \\a~ to tn 
to demonstrale Ih;lI hOlh cieposils were hroadly colllcmpOlan; \\jlh the M·UA enclo~lIre. Tht: re~ullS arc 
summarised in Table 33. The calibration programme used was de\eloped at lhe Rafter Labor-alOn- using (he 
Inl(al98 calibr;nion cunes,93 

TABLE 33. SlJ~I~ IARY OF R.-\J)IOCARBO:-' RESL LI S 

Sample Context Sample 
ID 

NLA·9631 5291 - Animal 
cattle burial bone 

5·105 - Il uman 
inhumaLion bone 

Collagen Carbon 
yield (~) nitrogen 

2 

I nsutlicient 
for dating 

ratio 
2.9 

Radiocarbon 
result 

uncal bp 
2079 ± 58 

68% 95~ Com me nt 

1718c 334BC I he rc\ull 
to 28( to 326BC sugge~LS that 

and the callie 
200BC burial could 
to 66AD be 

contelllporar~ 

with lhe 
M-L1A 
enclosufl' 
Sample 
dissohed 
complete!} 
during inilial 
demineral· 
isalion 

The single radiocarbon delerminalion NZ.\-963-1 obLlined on bone lrom the cattle burial suppor~ the 
suggestion lhat this burial is ,\I·UA in date and lhal the alllillal ..... as buried al some time during the 
dc"eJopmenl of the enclosure, Bone from [he human burial was found LO contain insufficient collagen and 
('QuId nOI be dated, 

93 RadlOcarix)n, xl:iii (1998). 
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DISCLSSIO'\ .~l\1) CO:-':CLLJSIO\1S b) AN,\~. ~I~RIE CROMARTY and PACL BOOTII 

f:.-aritn prelwlonr 

Ihe Ilintwol k \cJuereci across the sill' is a clear indication of use during the earlier 
prelll'~{()rir period. rhe Illajorll~ ofthis Illflterial derived frolll a single feature (pit 56-12) and 
dates to the \lesolithic. Although there is sOllle uncert~lint} in the interpretation of thi'S 
featule. it is possible to compare it to the shallo" fcalul'es found to contain worked flint of 
\le:-o.oluhK d.ue in Area E at Slade Farm.'!! <lnd al both <.;ites Ihe flintwork appeared to he 
intrusive in natural lealures. laken IOgethel, Ihe e\idcn<-e [i'OIll these two sites suggests that 
both tile .ilhl\ial area of the floodplain and the edge of Lhe limestone uplands were in lise at 
this time. Ihe larger flinl assemblage recovered at Slade Farm ma) in pan be due 10 the fan 
Ihat a largLT area was investigated, but 1I1a) al"o indicHe that the drier limestone area was 
more fiwoured than the floodplain. It is likel}. howc\er, thal both 70nes formed essential 
parI') of a single extensi\'e system of landu.!tc al this Lime. 

rht· n:maincler of Lhe flilll assemblage from Bicester Fields Farm, dating from the 
:\eolilhic-cill'h BrOl17e Age period. suggest!) limited, and probably onl} sporadic, use of the 
floodplain at thi~ Lime. rhe cIa\ soils would haH' been dilliculL to work with earl) 
agTiculturaI implements and il is like" Ihat Olhe) dril'l ~Ireas wiLh lighter soil'l, like Slade 
Falm, "Quid h~l\ e been used in prelerenu~. 

Lufl' Iron Agt'left/emrni 

Ihe mam occupaLion of the sile o«ulTed III lhe lale I Ion Age. The o;,enlemclll, "hich ,,<.1'1 

endoo;,ed \,iLh it _"ubstantial ditch, showed Illall) of the charaClerisrics commonl) found in 
selLlemems of this date. III other respecl~, hOh"eYer. it displayed some atypical allributes and 
V .. ·<lS unlike other seulements known in the immediate Yicinit). 

Anal) sis of the pottery assemblage from thb siLe has enabled the dale and duration of (he 
"elLlemelll to be determined fair!) accuralel). The dose agreemelll of the single radiocarbon 
dClcnninalion and the date of the pouer) helps to confirm this dming. A certain .ullounl of 
MIA pow·:n was recovered fi'om the 'jile, but the majorilY of this material \\"as found in 
(OnLext.!t also contflining I.ucr pOllen. ,)l.Iggcsting that the e~lrly pOllen was cOIl~cned and 
u~ed beside later "-arcs. The earliest fills of the phase 1 enclo.!ture cOl1laincd a single sherd 
of L1A pOLler) as well as \l-LL\ material. Ihis ma) suggest that the settlement of the site 
began in the late Iron Age, but it is perhap<.; more like!} that this sherd was intrusive ~l1ld that 
the earliest majOl phase of activit) on the site should be assigned La the later part of the 
Iluddle Iron Age. If the entire sitc .!tequence is aso;,igned La lhe late Iron Age it mel\ h,1\e 
"'panned a period of one or at mOSl t\\O gencrati()n~. on the cUlTent understanding ollhe 
chronolog~ of the laiC Iron .\ge pOLlcn of lhe region. This i~ perhaps unlikel\. E\'cn so. if 
thc (-ommenccmelll date ofo((lIpation i~ assigned to the later part ufthe middle Iron Age 
the lOt<lllength ofocclIpaLion on ceramic grounds could ha\"c been i:lsliltie as 100 years and 
perhaps e\en less. 

Ihe end daLc of Ihe ocfllpmion can perhaps be fixed mOI'e doseJ). Thc fact that the 
potu .. 'n i.1.!tsemblage is dominated b\ 'Belgic' t)-pc" matcrial suggests thal 3cti\'il) extended 
well i11l0 the I~t cemu!'y AD, panicularly ira Iclativch latc dale (i.e. in the early part oflhal 
t'cntUry) for Ihe introduuion of these wares is (I<:cepted. No Roman or Rom<1l1iscd wares 
were recovered from the settlement. While the date range of the E wares, Ihe majorit) 
component of the pOLlery assemblage, cXlcnds both sides of the Roman conquest, it is 
lInlikel) that the terminal date \\(1S significantly aftcr AD ·13, or some Romanised \\".Ires 
rniglH have been cxpcned. The total absence of these ware~ might indicate pre-conquest 
abandonment of the site, but does not prove it. The Ruman conquest of the region did not 
cause an immediate change in pOllen t\ pe~. and the present assemblage ..... ould be perfecth 
(on~j~tenl with occupation up lO AD 30, for e,-ample, though probablY not after that date. 
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It is therefore impossible to determine if there wa.., a causal connection between the 
abandonment of Ihe site and the RUIII<Ul <...ullqut:st ur [he Icgion. This is possible, though 
there is no e\idence 10 indicate thal the site came to a \iolent end. h is perhaps more Iil..eh 
that oc(upatlon ended ..,honh" before the conquest. '\Jo simple cau..,e can be idemilieu, but 
possible cIl\ironmental explanations are di~(ll..,:')ed below .. -\ reiati\eh ",horl Lime Spi.1Il for Ihe 
O(clIp,-uion i", (onsistcnt \\ith the Mructural c\iclencc from rhe site. The single roundhouse 
within the main part ofthe phase 2 enclosure appc<:lred lO ha\'e been rebuilt on the ..,ame site 
perhap.., L\\ ice during its life. This need not h;l\e "'panned more than a century, on the ba\is 
that llIllor timber houses, as this may ha\'e been, need to be renewed fair!) frequentl) to 
keep thern habitable. 

Such a shon-li\cd setLiemelll is unusual for thi.., period and area, and unlike mOM of Ihe 
other LI.\ ",ites that have come to light in rccent rear.., in the vicinity. The excavations on the 
route of the ,\421, 95 a IitLie o\'er 2 kll1. to the sOlllh-wC..,l of Bicc.'!ter Fields Farm, re\'eaicd in 
Sites Band c: e\idence lor fairl), intensi\·c settlement that began in the middle Iron .\ge and 
was abandoned b} the later I ron Age. rhis may have been before seu]emem began at 
Hicester Ficld3 Farm, though there are parallel~ between the ceramic assemblage from lhe 
..\ 121 and the earlier potten at Bicestel Fields Farm. At :\121 Site D, howe\cr. a \ery I.,mall 
pOllen assemblage, associated with a seulement of ul1Cenain character, consisted entirely of 
late Iron Age (E ware) material and thU3 appcar3 quite similar 10 the assemblage from 
BiceMer Fields Farm. A domestic settlement of L1A d.me, found on the route of the Finmere 
B~103 1 Di\ersion II km. to the nOI,th,% also seems to h'1\"e had the same restriCted and ralhel 
unusual d~lte-rangc. The date-range gi\cn by the laler pOllen at Slade Farm, 2 km. to thl' 
nonh-\\est , i:, likewise closely comparable to Bice~ter Fields Farm, but [he settlement is of a 
dinerellt character.1I7 In contrast the date-range of the nearb~ Oxford Road settlement, 
I kill. west of BiceSlcr Fields Farm, was diflerent again.'·~ Ilere an tlnenclosed, apparentl) 
low-status sCltlemem appeared to have been established in the late Iron Age, but continued 
into the eflrl)' 2nd cenlul") AD, a pattern of de\ elopment thar is much more <':01111110n across 
the region, particu larly, but nOt exclusively, in the Lpper rhames Valle). 

nil' r/wracler oj the ~ill' 

The Slade Farm site appears to have beell an open I.,eulelllent site offairh low status. typical 
of those known from this period in other area~ of the L"pper Thames Valle). B) contrao,t. 
lhere ~I re somc indications that the Bicestcr Fields Farm sitc \,·as of a higher status. 

fh t \eUIl'1lltn/ encio.Hlre. The most striking distinction can be seen in the enclosed form of tile 
settlement. ~o other encloscd seuiemcllls of thi, date arc known from the \·icinit), and 
parallels have therefore been sought £i'om a \\ider area including lhe floodplain and grfl\·e1 
terrace ill the L'pper Thames Valle~ in general, from '\ol,thamptonshire, and Irolll the 
Cots,\olds. I he locations of these sites are \ho\\'n in Fig. 1. Many seulement enclosures of 
~11"-\-L1 R date are kno\, 11 frolll these areas,'''' and mal1\ have comparable pottet") 
assemblages. ~Ihe value of looking further afield fOI analogous settlements is also reinforced 
by the fact that other finds at Bicester Fields Farlll (on firm th(' existence of trading contacts 
beyond the immcdiate area. 

9 1 Op. tit. note 2. 
'I.", Booth. b.lIls and Hiller, op. cil. note 17. 
'I(. \()C Anhaeolog). 1998. ·An al"chacologiGli eXCI\dtion and \\alChing bnef on the line ullhe "lIllllen.' 

IH03J Diversion. OxfOl"(hhire (FDI\' 97)" (unpubl. dient rep(m held oil Oxon S.\IR). 
97 Op. CII. nOle 2. 
<))1 Mould , op. cit. nOle 3. 
''''I B_ Cunliffe. 111m ...IW Commllnitll'~ In Rntflln (3rd edn. 1991l. ~n--l-IO. 
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!lie ~cttlemenl enclosures were genel-alh' formed b) substanlial dilches similar to thal at 
Hiccslcr Fields Farm, though at some sitc~ therc is also e\idence of accompanying banks. ;\10 

e\idell(.:e it)r a banl-.. was recorded at Bicester Fields Farm. Atl\ bank thai may ha\.e existed 
("(wid have been destroyed b) the later ploughing. but no lone'c1ear of cut features, as mighl 
haH' been expeCled beneath a bank on such a ShOll-li\ed ~ite, was e\ident on either ':!ide of 
the enclosure ditches. The ditch alone formed the enclosure!'. This could not ha\c been 
de(ell'll\t", but (ould have functioned to coml"oi the mO\'emcnt of livcMock. rhe diu.:he'l 
could al"io h ~\\"e bl'en dug to define the eXlent of the main seulement area. setting it apan 
fl"om it~ slIlTounding!:l. This di~tinctioll could hllye been S) mbolic, functional or bOlh. rhl' 
dllthes wCle sullicicntl), large 10 dete! caule 01 other 1 .. 1rg-e animals frol11 SII'3) ing Jnl<> (lie 
enclosurc' \\ hCI"e' the) could damage Slructures and winter fockler SLores. 

Selliemcnt endosures \'ar) in size, ranging from small siles containing on I} one house 
and a limited \\orking area, to large cnrioslll"CS wilh scyeral houses. other slruClun .. ·'I, pit 
groups and (lpparenll) blank areas possibl) u!:Ied for corralling t:attle. rhert' i'l also 
considerable Yaliel) in form and setting. Small isolated enclosures !'uch as al Bicl'sl<.'1 Fields 
Farm are knO\\ n. though groupings of settlemelll enclosures, possibl~ \illages. abo exist. for 
example at GrayeJl~ CU) in the L ppel lhames \ 'a lle,, 101i or \\'ec kle) in 
'\onhamplOllshire. IOI CUn'ilinear enclosures are more lIsualIY charaneri..,tir of 111(' 

prehistoric period. but reclilinear enclosure!' like lhe Bicestcr Fields Farm example, lhal 
predate the Roman period, are known from "ariolls sites. t.\.ample~ ofslIch endosures O{"flll 
in '\orthamplOJlshil-e and the l"hames \ 'a lle\. 011<.' ~lIch i.., the earliest endosurc (I:.nciosul(.' 
F) <.Il .\Idwincle in ;'\l"orth<lmptonshirc. lU! lien: a reClangular area approximatel) i2 Ill. \. 

-iH Ill. wilh a single house !'lructure in the (l'ntre \\<1.., enclosed b) a large ditch. During a 
sefond phas(' of occupation thi~ ditch was enlarged on the same alignmclll, and Ihe fir~t 
phase house went out oruse and \\'as replaced by one 01 two others. 

At Aldwincle there is some indication that diflclent pan1:l of tht: cnclosure welt: rcscnt:d 
(01 difTerelll uses. The main group of pih was located at the opposite end of thc enclosure 
from the huu~es in both phases. This i~ a cOll1mon feature of Iron Age endosures and can 
he observed at Biccster Fields Farm. and ebc\\ here lO a gremer or lesser extent. Olien, the 
area':! \\ ithin an endosure are round 10 ha,e no or yen fe" (ut reatures, in contnt'll 10 

'.Idjacl'lll areas wilh numerous pib, gullies 01 utilel fealUres suniving. lhe appalcntl~ 
featureless areas may. therefore, ha,e been lI':!ed in a different \\,<1' that did nol ill\ohl' 
clilling the ground, so no traces of these 30i"itics relll<:lin in the archaeological record. lhis 
11M, be true of palls of the main enclosure at Bifestel Fields Farm. 

Sometimes illlcrnal di\isions exist \\ ithin the enclosures 10 demarcate these dillel ent 
~lrea.." as atlw\\\ell, also in ~orthamptonshire.]o:i At Bicester Fields Farm the di, ision !'l'cms 
(() have been more formally marked with a s~parate ditched enclosure annexed to the malll 
..,cltlemcnt en<:iosure. Parallels for thi-, aspect of the sill' can also be found in 
!\ollhamptonshire, at \\'a kerle\. H~ Thi.., last example encloses a much larger are~' than thal 
at Bicester Fields Farm, and probabl) ("onti.tined more households, but it is likel) thal the 
motivation for the construction of the annexe was the S<lme in both cases. 

IOn G.Lllnbric.k ~t aI., 01'. ell. note 22. 
lUI n . .Jachon and B. Dix. 'Ldle [ron .\ge and Roman ~ettlt"ment at \\'eekley, "\onhallls", Smlhal1ll. 

Irrh \.\.J (1986-i),II-.:jR. 
HI!! D .. \. jiu. kson. 'Further Exca,·atiom. at \Id\\ illd(', 'onhamptol1shil e, 1969-il'. Xorlluml\. Arrh. \.il 

( 19ii) , 9·34. 
111'\ n . .-\.. Jatk'iOon . ·. \n Iron Age Sile at T\o\·,·well. 'urthalllplOmhire', .\'(Jrlhant~. A rrh. \. (19n), :i I-g:\. 
1114 D .. \. Jad..\on. · ... xca\alion at \\'akerle,. 'orthant .. , 19;2·5'. Bntmmln. ix (19i8), 115·242. 
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The TOwldholHe. h was not unusual for an enclosure to conwin onl} a single house, which 
could howe accommodated only one extended family unit at most. The form oftlle house at 
Bicestcr Fields Farm, "ith a circular drainage gull}. is a lype of Iron Age house also 
ideillified at other sites within the Upper Thames Valle) region yn Though these gullies 
haye sometimes been illlcrpreted as ,,·all-trenches, there is no eyidence that foundations 
have e,er been set wilhin them. They are morc like"; to hale been cut to drain water 
dripping from the roof of a circular structure set within the circuit of the gull). In m~II1' 
cases, as at Bicester Fields Farm, Ihe walls wou ld ha\e been set back slightl) from the gul" 
with an overhanging roof. Apart from the gully, the onl)' other structural remains of the 
Bicester Fields Farm roundhouse were the four sLOne-packed postholes, \,hkh are thought 
to have formed a porch. In the absence of any cOln-incing postholes or slots for walls of 
timber construction it is likel) that the \\"alls were of mass construction of turf or cob. Though 
the site had clearly been truncated by laler ploughing. the survival of al least sOl11e of the 
occupation layer within the house shows lhal this pan of the site \,-as not so se\'erel) affected 
that structural postholes would ha\'e been losl. The size of the house is \\"ithill Ihe range, 12-
14111. in diameter, observtd elsewhere at sites such as Ashville . Abingdon. 11M; 

Conlemporal), dilrhl's and dTOveway. Though ani) a limited area was eXGlvated beyond the 
confines of the senlernclll enclosure at Bicester Fields Farm. enough c,-idence \,;as recovered 
to suggest a sy'stem of comemporary lesser land boundaries surrounding the enclosure. 
These boundaries included a narrow linear space running along the western side of the 
enclosure bounded b} fairly deep narrow ditches at its soulhern end. This could hale 
repl+esented a drove\" 'ay, \\ hich could easil) have been blocked ofT completely when 
neces!:iary, to control the access or livestock to the area to the south-east of the enclosure. 
These features "ere not revealed during the earlier stages oflhe investigation of the site, so 
it is unclear how ex tensive this field-system was. 

,\( a few sites on the gravel terraces of the Upper Thames Valle) extensi\e systems of 
enclosures of late Iron Age date have been iclelllified where large areas have been stripped 
prior to gravel extraction, for example at Thornhill Farm, Fairforc(loi and the nearby site of 
Claydol1 Pikc.IOS Unfortunately, these sites and olhers like them have not yet been fully 
published. As a result it remains unclear how lypical the lield systems suggested by the 
Bicesler Fields Farm excavation are, either {or the valle) bottoms or for the upland areas in 
this period. 

One smaller site within the Upper Thames Valley lhal has been published is Old ShifTord 
Farm, Standlake. ]{}(J At this site a number of adjoining rectilinear enclosures were occupied 
over a period of around one hundred years. running well into the earl} Roman period. 
Though the site underwelH several modifications during this period, and not all the 
enclosures were exactly contemporary. it is likely that the enclosure s)"stem at Bicester Fields 
Farm was ofa simi lar character. Rather than forming an extensive s)stem of fields as in the 
case of many of the upland 'Celtic' field systems, the enclosures formed a fairly coherent 
small group. probably all farmed as a single agricultural unit. Such a unit may also have 
included further open areas surround ing the group of enclosures, used for acti\'it), lhat has 
left little archaeological trace. The enclosures may have had particular functions, possiblv 
seasonal in nature. 

10" ,.~ Allen, D. Mile .. and S. Palmer, ' Iron Age Buildings in the LpperThdllll"S Region ', in Cunliffe and 
Miles, or. cil. note 13. pp. 89·101. 

106 I)arrington. op. cit. note 15. 
Wi OAt:. Thornhill Farm (in prepar<:tlion). 
108 OAt." Claydon Pike (in preparation). 
109 G. lie}, ' Iron Age and Roman Senlement at Old Shifford Farm. Standlake', OWlIinHUl.lx (1995), 

93-176. 
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fhc S\Slem of 'inb\'e' and 'olllb}e' land knO\\ n frolll many areas in laler periods and slill 
III use in the hill area~ today is an example of such a sySlcrn. In this systclllthe inb\e land 
close to the centre of habitalion "as u~ed for birthing, cultivation and winter fodder 
production in the spring and ~lImlller, and for \\lmer gra/ing. "hile the olilbye land \\35 

u ... etl for SUlllllleT graLing, Bicester Fields Farm ma\ h,:I\'(' had a similar but rather more 
specialised regime. probably restricted to the \'alle, floor. 

fhl'\lalll\ oj Ihr\ile. I:.nclosure of a sile ha ... often been taken as an indication 01 dilTerem 
Sl.tlll ... , <lnei Ihe artefaC! assemblage at Bicc ... ler Fields Falm contains some funhcl' e\-idcnre 
Ihal the sitt, ma) have been of higher slaWs than otht'r sett lements in the regioll. 
l'\eycnhcless, the c\'idencc is not entirely consistent. 

'1 he evidence for ironwol'king on the sit e ~cts it a little apan from the othcr LIA siles in 
Ih<.: "idnil) of Bi<-<':SlCr. Thi~ <lctiy il ) may haH' been \'cn limited. The qllantitie~ of waste 
ITco\'crcd are ~ma ll and indiGHe on 1) secondary iron smithing with an) certaint y. Since no 
roofed ,t ru(lllres that could ha\'e been u~ed for sm ithing, other lhan the roundholl~e itself, 
cou ld be identified on the site it is likel) that this <I('(i,"it\ lOok place within the hou'ic. This 
could indicate that iron working was not a fulltirne ocnlpalion here. but rathel someLh ing 
undt'rtakcn on I) \\hen the need aro~e. r\o irom\ork '\a~ rccoyered from cOl1lemporaq 01 

!ater (ontC\.lS to indicate what was being produced on the sileo Thc fcw pieccs of i1'ol1\\'01 k 
l"t'coyClccI frolll the site were generally undiagnostic or fommonp lace, sllch as the thin strip 
from the fill (539·1) of the boundan (illCh 55.52. \\-hclhcl the ironworking was carried out 
In an itinerant smith or by a re~ident of the ~ite is unknowable. 

Ironwo1'king \\as a fair" common hOJllt.:' craft in the Iron Age generall),IIU but no 
e\idence olon site metalworking was recun::l"ed from the exca,-alions of Slade FalTn lll 01 

Oxf()rd Road despite the extell~iye mctalworJ.. assemblage reco\'ered at thc latter ~ itl·.ll:.! 

Bicestcr Fields Farm is thus the onh sile in the \"icinit~ on ,,!Jich smithing i~ knm\n 10 hene 
been taking place at thi~ lime, and thi"i ma\' he indicari,"c of a difference in statu s betwccli 
thi"i site and others nearby. 

Olher al'lef~l('Ls Lhat shO\\ a distinc.Lioll bCL\\Cen Lhi s sitt: and others in the a rea arc the 
Dloilwich briquctage and the qllerll made of Ma\ Ilill "ia ndstone frol1l a source mall~ 
kilometrcs a\\(1\ in the nordl of modeI'll eloucestershire, It b not unusual for these IwO 

anchKI t}PCS LO occur together on ~ itc ~ of thi~ date, but Bice~ler Fields Farm i~, to date. the 
flirLhe~t away from the source of the stolle, I'hcse anefaCl"i al Bicester prO\-ide (:!\idellce of 
conLan bct\\een the site and area'i well beyond the t pper Thames Valley. Neither of I hese 
two Lypes of C:llteiact was (ound at Slade Farlll 01 Oxfi)rd Road, although lilt., lanel si le IS of 
a somc\\ hat later date and pallerns of !lade Illay ha\e changed. Il owe\el, the fan that 
(hf()ni Road showed no sign of annhing ot hel than SlJ iuIY local contacts does reinfo]'(c the 
lugument for ~I diflcrence in status, 

By (ontrast. the pOllen from Bitestci Fields Fallll is \cn similar to the a~~emblage~ both 
<-Illhe ncighbouring siles, and al Olher~ of this dale.? in the Lppcr Thames \ 'alle\- as a whole, 
:'\Jothing \\ <-IS (lUnd to suggest a settlement of higher status. and BiceSler Fields Farm e\,(:,n 
lach lhe fine "arcs and wheel-llirned 01 wheel-finished pOlS ~ometil11es seen elselAhere. 
Il m\eH"'I. pottery ilia, not ha\e carried an) t()nllolation~ of status at this lime, and lhe 
hmlsehold may have expressed its ~tatus b, diflerent means. All the pottery could haH" been 

IIll Cllnhlle, Op. Cll. nOle 99, p 45:l, 
III Op. nt, nOl(' ~ 

II:.' \lould, op. (il. note 3 . 
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locally produced. There was no evidence of domestic pOLtery production at Bicester Fields 
Farm, although resulLS from a recent exca\"ation a[ Finmere ~uggest that potter) was 
produced at domestic sites. ll3 

The economy o/the sile. The en\ironmental evidence indicates that the economy of the site may 
have been more unusual for the region than the structural remains alone would suggesL 
The range of cereals represented among the charred plant remains analysed is typical for 
Iron Age settlement sites in southern Britain , but the small quantities recovered make it 
unlikely that the culLivation of these cereals played a major part in the economy of the site. 

It is likely that the agricultural regime of the site was predominantly pastoral, and based 
on beefproduClion. Roughl) equal proportions of cattle and sheep were represented among 
the animal bones, which is unusual for contemporary sites in the vicinity, where sheep tend 
to predominate. Conditions on the floodplain would have been more suitable for cattle than 
for sheep, and similar proportions of cattle LO sheep have been recorded at other riverside 
sites in the Thames Valley, amongst them the small unenclosed Iron Age settlement at 
Farmoor l14 and the more extensive Iron Age seulernclll at Ashville, Abingdon. L I."! The catLie 
at Bicester Fields Farm seem to have been larger than normal. This may be an indication that 
the settlement was dedicated to the production of prime catlle. That these \,'ere killed at a 
slower rate than the sheep suggesLS that they were more highly \'alued. The wealth and 
status of the site may have derived in great pan from this. 

Such specialisation would have necessitated, and provided a basis for, interanion with 
other sites. Bicester Fields Farm would have needed to obtain arable products for food and 
winter fodder from elsewhere, if only limited cereal cultivation was being carried OUl on site, 
and the prime cattle may have been \'cry desirable to the inhabitants of Other siles. 

A1though iron smithing seems to have been practised, the scale of the remains suggests 
that it is unlikely to have formed a major component of the site's economy. 

Special Animal Deposits. All animal skulls or skull fragments recovered during the excavation 
of the site were found within the fills of the phase 2 enclosure ditches, with the exception of 
a few fragments within the rubbish dumps filling the pits cut in the area of the stack-ring 
outside the south-western annexe. No skull elements were found within the enclosed area. 
and it is notable that the skull was missing even from the cattle burial within the annexe. By 
contrast, other skeletal elements seem LO have been disposed of both inside and outside the 
e nclosure. 

The enclosure ditch has long been recognised as a very significant element of enclosures 
in the late Iron Age, as it had been during earlier periods. It was a non-space between the 
familiar inside the enclosure and the unknown, other world outside. Boundaries were vcr)' 
important symbols at this time. The world was undersLOod by partition into different areas 
for specific uses and groups. These boundaries were often marked and emphasised with 
special deposition of materials that had special significance in themselves.l Ln 

Many of the animal skulls were of horse, though cattle and a single example of pig were 
also present within the ditch fills. The total number of horse skulls deposited in the 
enclosure ditch appears to be disproportionate to the numbers of other horse bones present 
on the site, and it could be suggested that these deposits were regarded as special. A further 
suggestion of preferential deposition comes f1'om the faCl [hat the majority of other horse 

I L:\ AOC AI-chaeology. op. cit. nOle 96. 
114 Lambrick and Robinson, op. cit. nOle 16. 
LLS I)arringlon, op. cit. note 15. 
1]6 Hill , op. cil. no]e 9. pp. 76-83. 
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bone" were also found in the enclosure ciitdlCS or be\ond, and the limited amount of dog 
bone was also re.!otricted to context5. within the endosure ditches. The di.!otribution of each of 
the"l.' dements is shown in Fig. 32. «unpf.lled with disuibution of iron working waste. All 
these elements seem to be preferelltiall} deposited in or beyond the enclosure ditch. and this 
may nut be coincidental. 

From anal)sis of material from Iron .\gc sites in Wessex, IJill suggests thai horse and dog 
were accorded special status in the way in which they were percci\"cd and in their deposition 
at thi.., Lime. lli Both of these species ma, ha\"e been regarded as intermedian between 
domesticated and wild animals and lying Oil the boundar) between culture and naltlrc, 

111 Ibid, 62. 
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similar lO humans, II!'! This conception of the horse as representing a kind of transition 
naturally associates them Hllh the kind of transitional zone marked by the boundary ditches 
of the seuiemem enclosure, lL ma) be that the ironworking " .. 'as te , also found within the fills 
of the enclosure ditch , was abo seen as transitional. The act of smithing transformed the 
metal. and waste products 'SUch as slag could ha\e been seen as representati,e of this 
transition , 

The distribution of the~e elements within the ditch is unlikel) simply to reflect the 
disposal of unwanted pans of the carcass in the nearest cOIweniem open ditch, as they arc 
widely spread, Examination of the distribution of ironworking waste and horse skulls shows 
that a horse skull and some metalworking waste were placed in the ditch on each side of the 
enclosure, The points at \\'hich the skulls were deposited include the possible causewa) 
entrance on the so uth-eastern side of the main enclosure, This may be related to what Ilill 
has identified as basic principles for the structuring of Iron J\ge sites: cardinal points of [he 
compass, and the location of the front and back of the enciosurc,1I9 These horse skull 
deposits at Bicester Fields Farm do not coincide exactly with the cardinal poinu., but the) do 
coincide with the from and back of the enclosure.J 20 

Abrnu/otl11lPtil fllld laler (lcth1itJ 

The dumps of material , including large quantities of artefacts, that make up the final fills 01 
the phase 2 enclosure ditches and man y of the other contcmporar) features , indicate that 
the settlement Illay ha\'e been deliberately abandoned, rather than slowly passing out of use. 
r\ gradual shifting of activity away from the site is more likel) to have produced a slowl) 
accumulated layer of sihing in the tops of the larger features. Whether these dumps could 
be regarded as formal ritual deposits marking the 'death' or the settlement. or a convenient 
disc..lrding of items no longer needed and a burden to transport to the new location of the 
main settlement, is open to question, blll an intentional mO\'e away from this site by the 
occupants is clear!) indicated, 

The pouer)' assemblage indicates that the abandonment of the settlement probably took 
place about the middle of the 1st century AD. The possibility or some connection between 
this and [he e\'ents of [he Roman conquest period (or shortly before) has been mentioned 
abO\e but on pl'esent e\'idence cannOL be demonstrated either way. Alternative explanations 
for the abandonment orthe site are also possible, Its demise preceded the abandonmelll of 
the Oxford Road site on the same floodplain by ll'lOre than haifa cemur)-, bm rna) perhaps 
have been a response to the same mechanism, Mouldl :!1 attributes the abandonment orlhat 
site to a rise in watertable from the late 1st centull' Be or earl) I st century AD as suggested 
by Lambrick,122 Because Bicester Fields Farm is slightly lower lying and closer to the 
Langford Brook than the Oxford Road site. it may ha\e been affected by this rise first. 
Under such circumstances. occupation of Bicester Fields Farm cou ld have become 
unsu~tainable , with a rise in the \\'atertable making the site extremely wet, especially in 
winter, but also in other periods of high rainfall. 

It appear"i that the site \\las then given over to a system of small fields, The presence of a 
\\'aterhole at the corner of one of these fields strongly suggests that the) were paddocks lIsed 

lit! Ibid, 104, 
119 Ibid, 93, 
I:W Ibid. 8:1, 
121 Mould, op, c:il. note :~. p_ 10;, 
I:!:! (;.11. Lambl'i<..k .. rhe Development oj Lille Prchi~l()rk and Roman Famljng o n lhe Thames 

Gr;\\ els', in M. Fulford ,md E, ~ic:hols (ed!l.), 71u> Ardlllf%lO' oj Ihe Bril/III r.rat'fis: a Rel.1ii'U' (Soc. of Antiq, 
Otc:. Paper.') xi\, I a92), 7t-\- 1 05. 
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as pasture. The watcrhole would nm have functioned without a substantially higher 
\,-alcrtable than that obsened at the lime of the excavations, which tends to suppon lhe 
argument thal a substantial rise in the local watertable had taken place by the time the L1A 
settlement \\'3S abandoned. The period of lise of these paddocks is difficult to define, but the 
pottery evidence and the alignmcm of the paddock boundary gullies 011 the earlier 
sClilement enclosure suggests that their date was nOI significantly later than the 
abandonment of tht: settlement. The potten m'l), have been entirely residual however, as 
d(,tailed analysis did 110l show an) .o,igniricaJ1l cliflercncc between the assemblage hom the~e 
«Hllcxt", and the occupation phase. 

I he.:' field "'l'stcm ma) ha\e dated 1.0 later in t he 1st (clllur) AD or possibl} Imer. Evidcnce 
from the vicinity of A1chester shO\\-s that new systems of field boundaries were put in place 
n.: f1ecting the alignment of the principal Roman roads. A rectilinear field system immediately 
:-,outh of the Roman to\vn was sct om on eithel side of the Alchester·Dorchcster road, for 
w h ieh a laLe lSI CenlUr} lenninw post quem is likcl} Y'!.i North of Alchcster, plot align I1lCIllS laid 
out in relation to Akeman Street perhaps originated no earlier than the mid 2nd centul'} and 
a possible component of this system was identified in A 121 Site D, oyer 400 m. from Akeman 
Stn.'ct. I:.!4 Linear boundaries at Bicester P~lrk , pre~umabh part of a field system. were poor!} 
dated bm Illa) have been associated with the similady-aligned 2nd-century enclosure 
thelc.I :!~' This site la) on the opposite side of the Langford Brook from Bicester Fields and 
it may be no more than coincidence Lhal the field systems of born sites "ere aligned 
('. i\ I:..-S\\'. and N\\'.-SE. :\'cvcrthclcss, the cumulatiye e\·idence suggests that there was 
cOllsiderable redefinition of boundaries in the 2nd (entur), and the Bicester Fields Farm 
paddocks lIIa\ haye originated a$ part of sllch a programme, even lhough the\ clearl~ 

rc-,pecled the alignment of earlier fcalures. 
-I he land was probably used for pasture in the Roman period, gi\'en lhe high \\'atert~lble 

at Ihis time. A\\'a) from lhe centre of settlemcnt fe\\ artehlcts would have entered the 
archaeological record to date an} fc,!lures associated with this I) pe of lise. Paddocks are 
unlikd} to han: been manured with dOll1c!oJtic wastc. unlike cultivated fields. 

rhe only e\'idence for later lise or the site comes from the medieval plough furrows and 
lalel finds from the topsoil layer. rhis area was probably never again lIsed for settlement and 
remained in agricultural use ulltilthe timc of the exca\'ation. 
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