
The Archaeology of the Ashbury to Bishopstone 
Pipeline, South O xfordshirelWiltshire, 1993 

with cOl1lribulion~ b) PALL c.\..\:'\o\.. Sl"_\-~ FORD.J<HI\ Llc.Th, D.wlO RICIIARDS, 

K~\ " RIELLI, J'" T"IB\ and D ".11) II'ILl.'"'' 

SLMMARY 

rlU.1 report dl'~rnbf\ lhe obsen'allOtl and rt'srue fwavatWll oj arr/uU'%glca/ liepa.HI!, on thl' roult' of II 
\fU'erag' pZ/JellTlP '/)(l1Wl1lf{ lhl' Oxj'ordJ/llre ami W,!t\/urf bordn: Two probable archae%gicaiSllf.\ Wfre 

dUCOt1flNi dUl1l1g till' Wilial jie/dU'lI.lkillg phll5t' and a further Ill1n rollan/rallOm oj polter), u'ere located 
dUl1ng Ihe /"t'C(uHIllI.\.\(U/(t' of llit P'J)flillf' fa~fmf"t. ~Inothl'r \1'(tIOll of th, f'fHfmel1llL'a.~ found to (OI/lam 
WdllU'ologlfal jPature.\ wilich were _\ubsequNlI(\' 11'Ullf l'xrm.'llll'd. rhe fX({ll'allOn.<t consisted of 111'0 'Ilmow 
area.' wIlle" jol/rll/willil' p,pelmf rOlltt through Ira/uri's oj Uom(w. Sax01l find mi'llinmi Mil!. 711(,\(, I1Irllu/(' 
dllrhtJ.gu!ht5. Pll!i lind a/nl rompte.\. 

I! 1 RODLCTION 

T he Thames \I\'aler sewerage pipeline lies to lhe E. of Sh-indon and runs for 
approxim'-llcl) 3 kill. heading S\\'. from Shri\'cnham Road. Ashbury. Oxfordshirc 

(SU 2585 8575). skimming the northern edge of JdslOne and crossing the county boundar}' 
before finishing on the north-western side of Bishopstone,Wiltshire (SU 2425 8388) 
(Fig. I). rhc pipeline roughly follows the foot of the scalp of the Berkshire Downs, rising 
to slightly higher ground towards the Bishopstone cnd, This takes it along the edge of the 
Gault Clav from Ashbury, past Idstone and towards the Lpper Greensand at Bishopstone. 1 

The project was cOlllmissioned b) Thames \Vater Utilities and cOlllprised three 
stages: (a) pre-groundwork sun·cy. (b) reconnaissance of the stripped surface and 
(c) exca,-ation. preser\'ation of threatened archaeological deposiLS. The project code is 
ASBP92 and the finds and archi\'e have been deposited with Oxfordshire Museum Sen-ice 
(accession number 1994.35). 

PRE-GROuNDWORK SURVEY 

J 1m lon~I"It'd of rlUCt' e1emenh: (i) examin<llion 01 <Ierial phOIOgf<lph" (ii) field .... alking the rOtile of Ihe 
('a~m('1H 111 <u-.lblt.' areas, and (III) geoph~ .. !oi("al ,UTn·., of .nea., adjac-cnI to known <lTchat!ologic.ti !>IIC .... An 
lnlerun repo!"1 (Ov('nng Ihe,c d.~pec.u. \\dS produced inJanu.tT) 19~):1.:! 

Amal phologmj>/II 

A ,>edTch of .lcrial photograph .. in the (ollc(liol1\ 01 Oxford,hilc dl1(1 WiIL~llJrt' COUnI)' Coun(ll~ and of lhe 
Au Photo Lnil of the RCIIM(E) and the Cambridge U'lIVC',II} Committee for Aerial Photography revealed 
no lie" III fornltluoll , 

t British (;cologlC"al Sut"\-C) 1:50,000 (1971). 
'! L. J. Torr<Ulce. 'A"hbury to Bishopslone & .... eTage S<.heme, Archdcological Watching Brief Inler"jm 

Report' (Thame .. \'alle, ArchdcologicaJ Sen'ICcs. Report 92 22. 1~)9.~S). 
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Fuddwaikl1lg (FIg. 1) 

Onl) 1\\'0 areas were available for field .... allmg. ~Iret<-he .. D 1 10 E and G 10 II , ,\5 the rest o f the route wa .. 
under pasture (Fig. I). The melhodology u<;ed consisted of examllung the pipehne route along IWO hne~ 
10 Ill . apart. aligned along Ihe propo.!.t'd ea!)emelH. A surprislIlg quanlit~ of ponery wa~ recovered. 
particularly from segment G to H: 76 medu~va l ~herds. 12 Roman and one (pos~ible ) Saxon; secllon 1)1 to E 
produced 18 ~hcrd~ of Illedle\'al polter, andt Romdn. I\lost of the medIeva l pollert' was of 12th· 10 13th· 
ccntury date and It 'I homogeneuy and condillon ~uggesl that it \\a!l not derived from manuring prdctices. 

Ge~ph)"cs (Ftg. I) 

Three areas of Ihe propmed easement were subJe«( to geophysical suney: a poller)' sealler noted on rhe Sites 
and Monumenl.3 Record (S\IR) 'W. of FOrlY Farm and adjacent to the easement, whICh contallls 
comiderable quantities of Roman matnial (Fig. I, Area I; SMR SU2MSW305): section 01 10 Ie. (Fig. I , 
Area 2; SMR SU28SE450); ilnd section G to II (Fig. I, Area :\)_ TIl(" "lIrvcy located several anomalies of 
tentative archaeological origin but. with the exception of a poSSible dilCh III Area I. the respol13es are likely 
to have been produced by feTrou<; debris of morc recent origin. j The Single dUlh·hke anomaJy In Area 1 wa.!. 
Ol-ienred approximately N\\'. to SE. and. although ~lIualed in the ViClllil) of a known Roman polter)" scalter. 
it ma)' represent a modern ~en'ice [rench as Il runs in the direclion of the nearby Fony Farm. A pair of 
i~lated pit.likc anomalic~ were recorded 111 lhe sollth· .... eslern corner of ~eCllo n G 10 II (Fig. I. Area ~{). As 
will be M:en helm ... the subsequent relocauon of the pipeline roule mean! thaI Ihis area was no longer under 
threat and the geophysical resulL" were not te~led by fieldwork. 

RECONNAISSANCE OF SPOIL HEAl'S AND STRIPPED 
SURFACE OF EASEMENT (Fig. 2) 

By August 1993 approxlmateh 75lk of the pipeline had been laid (A to GG). pl'ior to instruction lO proceed 
'" ith Ihe second stage of Ihe archaeological 'iun·cy. The remaining (. ~OO m. of the easemeOl (GG to II and 
1111 to 111-13) ..... ere monitored after the ea~emelll Iud been 'itripped but prior to the pipe laYlllg. A change 
(0 lhe route of the pipelllle also meant that some area~ ~ubjecl to the pre·groundwol'k sUI've} were nOlnow 
under threat (F3 to 1-1 ). whereas other areas not mc1uded in lhe pre·ground ..... ork sun'ey had been stripped 
in pl'eparation for pipe·laying (GG to 1-1 and 111-1 to 11113). 

Where possible, the ea!)ement and spOil he'lps were examined and a~ it resuh three concenlrations of 
pouery were located. An RO·m. stretch of pipeline In .!tCgment A to B produced 135 sherds of 121h· to 1·llh· 
or 15th.cemury pottery (Fig. 2), the quantity and general condition of which suggeSL'i iLS presence is not due 
solely to accidental incorporauon ofpouery in nUlluring scalters. but repn:senL'i archaeological depO!iit~ of 
this date in the near \:icinlly which may have been damaged or destroyed by the ground·works. A length of 
the pipeline celllred on polOl B I , which had been under pasture, produced 57 Roman ~herds (Fig. 2); a 
collection of Roman pouer~' had pre\'iollsly been recovered from an area to lhe !'oJ\\'. of Ihi~ (SMR 
SU28SW305). Lastl). 22 ~herds.l1lost1y earlier Roman in dale, \\t're recovered from 'iegment F to FI (Fig. 2). 
rhis ,,",ould appear to IIldK(lte another Roman siteiactivity area In the vicinl1). Lnfortunatcly, the e<l.!.ement 

.... ,L~ lOO disturbed b} the pipe laying to make confinnation of the presence or absence of subsoil lealures III 
the~e three areas pos~ible. Ilowe\'er, the ea'lemelll from GC to Hand 1IIIlO 11113 .... ·as the one area that could 
be examined for archaeological features as well as linds. Il wa~ dunng Ihi~ IIlvesligalion that feature!> wcre 
located III segment GG2 to 1111 (Shrivenham RO<ld Area I) and subsequently from II J I to 11113 (Shrivenham 
Road Area 2). The twO areas are referred to as lhe Shnvenham Road ~ite in Ihe text. The site code IS SRA93 
and a complete record oflhe excavation i~ kept 10 the archl\c. 

RESCUE EXCAVATIO '(Fig. 3) 

Rescue excavation was carried QuI on both Areas I dnd 2 of the Slui\'cnh<Ull Road site. the aim 01 which ",as 
to record those features certain 10 be destroyed by Ihe pipe trench and. where possible, to establish their date 
and nature in order to put Ihe excavated feature~ In a locaVreglOnal context. The excavaLion was carried out 
with the full co·operalion of the sub·colltraclors laying the pipe, but Ileccs\arily within considerable lime 
con'itraints as the pipe. laring process wa.., already well under way. Some lealures in Area 2 could only be 
recorded in plan in Ihe lime allowed. 

:i D. Shiel. 'Report on the Geophysical Sur.·ey. A..,hbury - BIShop\lone I'lpehnc' (GeophvsiCdI SUf\eys of 
Hradford. Report 92.112,1993). 
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SIiRI \ 1:.:-" I L,,"\I ROAD SITE 

nlt~ .. lte he, adJd{CIlI to the mam .luhbun 10 Shrnenh.lm ro,td. Iml " of .luhbun tL,elf (Sl 2,~H.' l'\~}7;» 
(h~. ~. GG!! to 1111 ,md IIII tn 11113). It i!i ~ltudted on relall\ ch lIal J1:TUund on the Gault C1'lj at Ihe flxn of 
Ihe UerL .. hIH.' 1)0\\ 11' ... Ihe local geolog\' "'as calcareom III pl.M·(·', prt'~umabh "" a H::o.uh of pro,\lmm 10 th!: 
lun(,lloll \\Ith the LO\\l'r Chan ... During Ihe c'G.t\alion member" of Ihe \\'e .. \(', \lclal Dete<:tlllg .\5:o.IXI..luon 
""~I .. u.:d III the rt"(,OH:r" of mel't.I artefact ... from feiHurt: .. .lnd "poll heap .. , 

A J('B \\..1:0. u'ot'd. un<i<:r .trchaeologKal ~upt:nl"()n, to (Ie..ln Ihe 'lirfal(, 01 the ed'>tc'mem 111 Area I for Ihe 
\\idlh olth(· pipe: trench II .. ell. :\ "I retch of Ihe plJ>t:hne roule I rom .. e\elal melre .. lO the \\'. of F II to JU!'ot pa.l.t 
(illth F2. flO 111. 10 Ihe F. .. ""h hand cleaned (FiK. :n. '1 Ill', oJr('oJ \ ... a, found w mnt.lin a .,erie .. of dit('he .. , gulhe .. , 
pit ... a ~mall Pit, lMge pmthole. alld a darl.. layer. A lOt.1I of 11 kanJI e., \\t~H~ Ill\e .. tlgaled in all and \\ nh a le\\ 
e,cepuom till' Imljonp,.: oflhe feature:o. were reldtlH'ly .. hallow; 1\\0 may Ix: tree throw hole." 

Ar('iI 2 wa'i top",oil ... lI'ipped at a laler ~tage dnd II1ll1all), .Ihhough '>()lIle IC;1lUrc~ were apparent. other .II ca .. 
were ob ... Ulred b) a "'prc;'ld 01 ddrk .. oil filling unduldliOIl'l to the bed rod .. (Fig. :\). Some modern di~lurballt..t.' 
wa ... noted In the SJ::.. LOmeI'. AJCB-type machllle W.I'" mt'd to reOlo\('lile dar!... .. pread Irom the p.ut ollh(' 
ea ... cllIcnt threatencd b\ the pipe trench <lnd a number 01 alch,lcolo~ical feature .. mduding"l 1<lIXe dl(.h, 
.. e\('fell "'ll1dlh:I' dill he .... Kullie ... and twO pits ..... cre ren:aled. Ihe 1ll.l10rtl\' 01 \\hlCh (15) w'ere excavated. II I" 
pre .. lIlm·d Ih"l .\rc;I 2 i .. ,l ..... oclcued with. or the 'dille ,II'chaeologK,tl .. lie a ..... \rca I due 10 their pro'lnllt\ dlld 
the .. 111111,U1I\ of f(:alure ... fill ... c:Ind find". although thele .... no p]()ven hnl.. tx."I\\·een Ihe IwO. 

OESCRIl'TIO:-" OF FL\TLRES BY PHASE (Figs. I and 5) 

l\ro,ldh ~1>edLing, lht' lolle nm"l .. t .. of tiu('e ph.l,e .. 01 tIlllvm ph.I ... c.' I. lh(, Illalll pha ... e of the "He. I ... 
repn""'('nted hy 1 i feature .. of Roman date; pha ... e ~ I" of "'lIb-Roman S..I,\on ddlc." and n)ll~I"I" 01 five feature,; 
,mel I .... ,h. ph.l .. e :~ wmpri'>e" Ju ... t IWO feature, 01 medicHI ddte 

J'!Jmf' J Rom(11I 

I'otten. daon!;' fmm the hi 10 llh cenllmes AU \\,1" rellle\ed hom 17 !t.·,lllIre .... Olthe ... e. the po"cq from 9 
1(,;lIure~ .. lIggc ... " .111 t'.lrl~ to nud 2nd-century tt'nlllllW 1'/111 QIlt'1I1: I<~-fi, F14-17 oJnd Fig. DI1(;h F:1 had ,I \'
... haped profile and rro",('d lhe pipe Il"ench hom S\\', 10 l\E. ,II the norlh{,nl c.'nd ofA.rea I (Fig. 5. S(.'CIlOIl 
11). A ... m,111 gull\';dlldl Ft}. a lillie lurther to the S., lTo ... -.ed the "emh til ,I "Imldl' dIrectIon (Fig. 5. Section 
7). rhlee pll .. <lnd " pu/Voop. all partl\' obscurt'd b,' b;.IIIn .. ~ ;'11 tht, nOllhern end nllhe "'Itt'. ,ll .. () fit 11m dafl' 
range: a .. Illall oval-shaped pil 1-'1; a medIum .. u{'d I'" F5;" .,h.lllow 1l.II-ba:o.ed pH Fl:'i; <lnd <I pil/.,>(oop 1·11. 
1 Ill. S. 01 FI5 (Fig. ~. SC<IIom H, 9. 10 and II). :\ prob,lblt' pI! (FI9) I'l·\'t.'all'd belo\\ ',,\("1 Ui lunhl'r 10 til(' 
S. \\a ... onl) Il.Irtiaity cx(avalcd alld I1M\ a\") II .. \(· ,Ill cady to mid :!nd·(t'nlury Il'nllllllL't pOll qlll'Tn (Fig. 5. 
Sewon 1~). La:o.tI). two ~hilllo\\ <;('oop~ al~o al Ih(' Ilullhern end (lfthe ~Itt' (FIll and H7) produn:d pow.:r, 
of thh ddl" 110\\(,'\-('r. Ihe f01"1ll dnd filh of the~l' 1,I .. t IwO ~\lggeM Ih<ltthe\' m,l\ be Irt't' Ihro\\ hoi!: .... III ",llIch 
(.l"e the POIICI) " n:slclual 

\ fUI th('r four 1('aIUIl·~. ,III III .\rt:.1 ~. prcKiun'cI pOlI('r) .... llh ,l1nd tn .il"Ci·n.:lltury 1t'r1l1l1l1l1 /x/II qlll'lII: F I 00. 
FUn, F I 07 dnd FIOR, J)urh FlOX W.I~ til Iht, U:lll1e nf . \rt'a1.l1lcl (ro-. .. cd the 11'!:lIch in ,\ !'\\\' tn SE, cllrewon 
(hg. 5. St.'cllon 1:1), Ont.' pan 0111 \\"-, (UI b\ "~nMIl pltlalgt.·J)()~th()lt: FI09 (-.ee below). F100 W.I ... I \'C;"r\ 

... h.lllo\\ gulh , ... Imh tro'''t.,d Ihl' are,l hom S\\ In,t .md gulh' ~ I():~ lx:callle dpparent \\hen d \101 W,I" 

c,r.t\'alcd IhnlUgh a d,nL .. pre.ld in Ihe: \\'('''I('rn "("clOl 01 the .... IC. I ht ... 111.1\ be Ihe <;arne a, thc und.ltt'd gulh 
FIOI Ju ... t mer J UI . ..1\\<1\. a .. although it \\,I!> llalfO\\t:I .It tJu... )lmnL it \\.l" the s.une depth, 

Olh('l' kaUtn', "' hit h !TIa, bt: of tht: Ronl.lll ph .... l· tnt lude: d ,h"lIl)\\ dill It gulh' (F 1 H) to\\ard .. the ('entl e 
01 \re.1 1 \\hi(h wnl.un(,d.1 "Illgle ,herd of ~nd- 10 Ilh-(elllul"\ d.HI: •. 1 ,mall pit-loJrge po ... tholt.' (FlO) ,II till' 
.. outhC.'11l end of Art'.1 I \\hidl produced fi\(" .. hn(j., 01 !!nd- to 1th-cellluq l>Ol; and a ,mall pltpmlhoit
(FI09) \\Imh prodll(('d a .. mgle ... herd 012ncl-telHur) pOI (iI ... m('nll(lll('d abO\e. th .... lUI clilth FIO~, ",Imh 
produ(t:d pOlier, \\lIh ,I !!nd- 10 :kd-cel1lury /"nnllllt\ pOll q/lnll. dnd nll .... 1 tl1('refore pO'iI-datc II). 

Ille bnlcld. flat-h'I"t(.'c! dlt( h F~ prodU(~ed une ()II h(' 1.llgt·~1 .1~ .. c.'rnbl'lgt' ... uf Roman pOllcn. mu ... tI\ of :!nd-
10 Jl'd-{'elltul y d.lle. Iluwl'\{'r, II al ... o run,amed 1 ~hCl"('" of S"MIIl p()(Iery; three from thc 'iurfdt:e .lI1d Olle: 

Imm wlthmtht' fill. II I' pm .. ible that the "'Ingle ,Iwrd from ..... t1l11l1 the fl'.ltun: (,unl' lrom di-.turballce (,Imcd 
by Ihe 111IKiei n pipe 11l'lllh wlmh bl<;c(f('d il and" " mtll"e probilble: thai thi .. I .. " dit(,h IIlfilied III ROIll,1ll 

1I1lIt' .. , It {ro ..... t'(llhl· pipe trcmh til it f\j\\' to SF dlll:oioll ,lIld appeared 10 be heading to Il1tl'rse(', cinch F:~ 
at 'd)m(' J'H)l1lI ('.1'1 oj the baull.. 

I he I.trgc .. t (01I(;(IIOn 01 Rom,1fI pOller) WdS rt.'«()\'c.'n'd from I.IH'!' CX, (wer 150 .. herdlo ill all. l'anJ;pn~ 111 
d.ut, from thl" :!nd to hh (cllluril's, fhi .. liI\{'1 \\.l'Iob'(;1\'(·d ,tilel IOp,oil .. mppmg and four .. lots \\en' put 
tltruugli il c1UI illg tht" c.·our .. e olthe e'(<Iv,llion A .. 1:l S<I,\Oll .. h(·rd, "ere <ll>,() lound in thts la\er it I .. cI"cu-,'l'c1 
m IllOT(' de-t.1I1 bellm. 
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Pl/lI\f 2: SII!J-RomIJ1VSa:'(on 

Of equ.tlilltele,t, ahhuugh far fewer In numbel-, Me the ,n1.lIlnurnbt.'r of ,ub-RonMn "'axon leaIUH": F7. ex. 
f U. F2·1. F2~l. H(l2: Ihe beSI ddled of ",hidl art' Fl . c.~ dnd Fin:! . \tchl .... ere UI Area I. wnu·11Ir.lIlIlg 
lo .... ard~ lhe Imddle of the 'lie. bUI a slIlgle "ub-Roman "'J.XOI1 fe.Hurl' "',h loc.ated in Areil2, 

I"here .... en~ three parallel dllches in the centre of Ared 1 ",hidll>c:long tn Ihh phd~ (1-7. FI:l.lIld F:!I). 
ilil um .. mg Ihe trench from SW 1O '1::.. The .. m.dl gulh dlt(h Fi pnKlu(t:d poaen ",hlch included Ii ,hnd .. 
of earl) S",\OIl d,uf'. Gill" ru ..... "s broad bill ,ha11o .... ,lIld produt.ed '-' '1Il~le ,Ill'rd ofhdndm"de "'lI1d" ""IIt' 

of UIlt.en.lln. bUI probabl" po~t-RoOlan, dalf' . .-\l\o M,d) to be (If "',axon (!.uc .In: f:!,1 dnd f:!5 , t\\() 01 Ihe 
feature, fOllnd to bt: underlmlg la"er CX. F2-t .... 01 ... i.I .... Ide n .. t-bd~ed dmh (or p()"i<;ibh' a pili ",11Ich i" 
(Olllel\'dbly th(' ,,:une fe.Hure d .. F25 to the v.e .. t of F24 III th(' I()llll'l of d ~I()t Id~en through la\t'r ex (h~. Il. 
BOth fcalure .. produn!d onl) a single sherd of Saxon pouen eadl. but from lo .... cr fills. 

Ihe large~1 collcction of Sdxon pouery came frolll 1.IH'r C~. whil h ploduced 2:i ~ht'rd~ 1111\ 'dlel 
o<wp](:d apprnxlIlldtt'ly 12 m. of Area I and wa .. up lO ().:') 111_ «(('('P III place .. , belo", whidl Ihe Olldine .. of 
OIhl'f IcalUre!) became dc.ll'. Also from wntext C8 W('I'(' 10 m(·tal objel.:h. IwO of whKh (d .. pedrhead ,1IHI <l 

nude broil/e pin) ale S.txOIl. or possiblY' later (Fig. IU .md 1l.2). ·\1 le.l~t OIll' other melal obJc([ Iwm C~ 11< ... 
<I Roman 1'<11 <llIel. 

L ... th. Ihe ~Olall dl(ch, gulh' Fl02. III Area 2. rOllldlllcd 9 ,herd .. of "lIb~RollliHl,.Carh "'axoll I)OIll'r\ 
LO~clhcr .... "h J '<lle -tth-<:cnlUry Roman .. herd I hi ... gull, 1,111 pillalld wllh d ~Llntl.tr gulh (F I 0 11 w 1m h 
1t'llldlll't und.ued. Both could be seen cunlllg i.I(ru~s the .. lte III " S\\, 10 'E_ direcllun btll c-ould nOI Ix-
100dted wuhin the dari.. sprt'dd to the 'Eo, nor in the deeper 1I('l1(h "hit:h \\d!'o eXG"ated through Ih,' .11()n~ 
the roUl(' of the pipe trench it ... elf. 

PI/a_It 3. ,\lfdlf7 . .!a1 

I\-.o IC'<ttun:s III Area I, F9 and H2, Ill ... " belong 10 dlt, m(·dit.·, ... 1 pt.'riod, rhe \'· .. Iuped dillh HI (l-ig. ~), 
"'ccllon 3) (Olltdllled IWO shad .. of medlc\"dl POllN\ IOg(·ther '\llh t\\O .. herds of l.ttl' Iron A~t' ear h Rom.1Il 
pOllen. aJlh-n'lltury Roman coin and st'lel-al sllt'rd, of Sdxon pOi (po\sibh Irom ... 111 uppel·ld\er). Fl ~ ......... 
a ... IMllo ..... gul" tfos .. mg the trench in a SE. 10 '\\'_ dll"{.'( 1i011 and H lonl'.IIned Ihree 1 ~th~ 10 I :llh~n:ntun pOI 
.. Iu:rd .. (FI~_ .'l, .'X'('(ion 5). 

Irml Agf/Jo;arlv Uoman a(/Ivll) 

.. \ lliindful of pre-Romall sherd~ were reSldu,.1 wahm (I;I\('{\ f(·,tlllJ('\: Olll' .. hnd ealh came Imm F:l, I, lfI. f'~-1 
<lnd F I ()~, ,lIld lWO (.lIne from dLtdl F9. Some of dIne <Il(' oi po ..... ible I.lle lIOn ,\gt'ie.-lrly ROIll.1Il (I.Ul' .tlld 
Ihn mav lndlfate .1cllvity Oflhi:-. period :-.omewhere III thl: vionity. 

L r 1Illaini !flllu I'PJ 

..\ 101.11 01 nine ('X(-a\'aled f('alures wuld not Ix· dated (f 1 I, F20·~:l, Fill I. H () I~ 1(6), together .... Hh fin' 
ullcx('avJled fe.Hure ... {F1 10-1 141. A." already di~nl""l:d above. the ulle"\(av,tted gully FIIO OldY be lilt: \,1I11e 
fealure a, FIno, and therefore belong to the Romall period. A],o. the undatcd gull\- ditch FIOI (ould b(' tilt· 
'ame.1't FI03 to lhe S\\'. whilh dlso belongs to thl~ pha,e (ROm,tll). Ll'ttl~, the t'1l\lnmmentdl ,ample t.lken 
from PIL,>(,OOP FII was found IOcontaUl"pell whe,lI. ,I hull('d \\heal l'pl(dl orthe I.\ler Iron _.\,ge .tnd Ronlttn 
p<'Tiods ..... 11I(h could indic.tle thai FII i, "mll.n III date to the ne,l1b" pmthoie no. 
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POT] ~.R\ h\ JA:\ ~_ 11\IB\ 

I hi .. plIlJ("(1 Inulled III Ihe reto\en III ",ullle to.7 1...1(. of potler~ (I I.MO .. herds). The th..embl.lge l.tIl be 
"phi 111,1) I .... cl Lllt'glll il'~: male rial rt'("O\t'l (:eI 'rolll lilt, liddw,IU ... ng .Hld e<L~ement seal"ch of the pipt:lilw mule 
•• nel 111.11 It'CO\"t"I"t,d hOIl1 Ihe Shri\enh,lIl1 ROdd SHt' (Ar('<l'" I ,md 2). rhe pottery <lS a .... hole ranges in dale 
II om 11011 \ge car" Roman through 10 po .. l-m('dl('val. .... 11 h lllal"l...ed qual1litie .. or Saxon and medieval ... h('"rd ... 
Ill(' \\,11 ( ... \\t'I{' "('pal<ltt'd illln fabnc I~ pl.'" .lIld qualltilil'd b\ wl.'lghl, number and e'itimaled ve .... el equlvillellt 
ct·\t) '01 l".11 h It:ulldeu context. lnnilabh ..... ith .. uth ,I .... ide lhrollulogical range the numbcl or I.lbrio 
It·ulIdc(1 i .. f.lllh lugh but 'm Ih(' pllTpml'" of Ihi ... 1t'j")()11 lIu:'ie han' been somewhat redu("ed and tht· 
dl"( IlptHIIl" I...t'pt fall h bnd. 

Fitldwulklllj.f 

l)ul illK Ih ... ,I age oj the projen ( 115 .. 11('rd .. of pottel" .... c.:IC wllc(tt'd, mainly or Roman and earl, medil'\.11 
dalt· (Fig. I I. I hI.' ~h(,HI .. art' \anClhlt'" ill ~i/t", \\ ilh Ih(' llIi1jOl u~ Iwing l(:lativel~ <,mall and <tbracled . will( h 
\\ollid 1101 b(' 1I11u..U.1110I rnaleriallll<ll h,h Ix'en ("pmed III lhe top~oil-ploughsoil for sOllle lime. '1os1 of JllIs 
pOllen bdollK' I() 011(' rabric np<-; a handmadl.' ungl.lIC:cI walt' u<,ec! for making cooklllg pot.. ilnd (lJ .. he~ , 
wIll( h h,I" ,I ",lIId~ labrit ('ontdllllllg spo1'''(;, IlIn('~I()Ill' dlalk .md fhlll. Sl'\l'ral rim -"herds an_' pre.,enl .. nd .1 
c1.Ut, I.mg(' from Ihe 121h to I:hh (t'llIl1ri('<' i, Itkt:h lUI Ihest· waf('~.\ small number of mht"!" 1.lbms of 
(()mpM.tble d.llt, an' <1lso prest'm, \Iltilldlll~ a ft"\\ .. luTd .. of oolitl( Jime ... tone-tt'mpered \hnt'l~ W;tlt'. Ill(' 
dt·II .. II\ 01 ~held~ from Oil(: penod.lOg(·lh('f with Ihe oll,t .. ion .lll.llgel .. held . would ~uggesl Ihal Ihl' P0[l('" 

I" .1"~O(i.\ll'd \\"Jth.1 ,p(,tit!{- ~{)IIHe and doe .. not dt'U\l' from manuring. 
r1u Roman maleri<t.l W<l' in POOf (llIldUIC)Il ,mel (umpll\ed ( Jlj ~herds, malOh un'ealUr(,d_ Pronllll('111 

,II t' .. ht"1 d .. of S,IH'1 n •• I...(, W.lf(· and fine gll'\ \\"11t .. hll e \,lIld~ ..... tt t- \\ hl{ h, if rcpre<,ent,lll\l', ,uggt, .. 1 .Ill" 11\ III 

Ih(· 2nd u·nlul \ \1). 

I.fN'mful .)nmh 

\ "Ullllll.lIV 01 Ih(· Idati'e propOiliom of dilkrelll f.lbric, blo<l...l'd into main periods b\ ... ht'rd tount i~ 
PIt'''l'lUt'd 111 Llble: I fen Ihc various dL\I ... lon .. 01 Ihe plp<:IlllC (set: .Ibo hg. ~). rhe- firsl ~eClion of Ill(' rotllt' 
(.\ 10 HI plOdll(('c1 ,I Hlllt'(IIOIl of ",Imh !J().f"l(( .... en: mc.:d\(·hll. I.e. 121h- to 1-11h- 01 15th-n:nllll~·. )"h('~c 
LlHlurk' ~t'\"t'r,d u.)oklllg pOI 1"1111<' of "Lmph' t'\(;,lIt'd, thullIbt'd ,lIld dubbed form!'> and .. h('rcl~ from 
pLle hn~jllg~ \'dlh tlpplit:d ~trip dewrallon lilt.' majorn, of Iht: wares are plain but a .. mall qUtllllll) haV(.' .1 
I hill gH'l'n glMt.'. One .. herd 01 \1inl'I\- .... -an· (f.lhm \11) h,l<' \\.1\" line combed deCOIttUOIl A ~tng](' rod Il.Indll· 
\\llh .. ,.lb LllIIHl· ... <,ion .. in fabm M5 \\",1\ .dso It'lo\el"('d_ In .lddltIOIl, IWO RomCiIl Clnd one OI-galll{-IClllpeINi 
~,l"\on ,hl'rd .lIe prt'selll. The pUIlt'n hOill <'lrt'l{h n 10 HI ~h()w .. a <h<lIIgl' ill t'mpha .. i, lIllh.1I 5~q- ,\1(' of 
ROllhlll d.lle. ~H',( are medicv,tI, and I W ( l'a(h art' po .. I-Oll"die\"al and Saxon. Ihe Roman "al·e ... appe.lI·IO bt" 
,Jig-hlh miwd (hrollologl(".tJh. with lalel ROIll<ln fdhril' ,mh ,I' S 12 .• lIld Oxlord COIOUI'-CO<1l «>X I ) but .. Ibo 
... 1.IIlg-t· of t".lIh 10 Illid ~nd-l"elllUn Wiltshlll' ~Pl'\ \.uHh ".lle~ and Sa\"ernake warc. The Saxon ".nt'" 
IIHluck bOlh OrRtllli(-I('mpel·l'd and <halk-tl'mp('It'd ,Ill"l"(t... 

rhe Roman malerial COntlllUCS Ie) incrca~t' ill lilt: c'j)ell",c.: of lhe medieval ~herd, in ... trel( h B I 10 (. \~hl'rl' 
.'<,v ( .11(' Roman,lIlduding Oxford,hlle colour-(u,-ued ,mel while-slipped ... ht'rd~ dnd Dor~ct bl,l(I...-burlll,hl·d 
tBB II \\,tln dallng to Ihe later :kd 10 -tth lentuI) .. \ .. lIlgk '(It.l.P of Samian and \arious local Wlltshll"C· ..... lIt·<, 
.. u~gt'\1 ('vldt'IlH' of ~hghlh earlier aCl!\Il\ a<, .... cll. I IllS would ,tppe.tr 10 be nedre'l to the focu .. 01 Roman 
,l(li\ll\ .... ill) R(ullan ~hel"d~ were pi(Kt'd up In ~t'{linll" ( 10 I) ,Ind 11110 E. I"he lllcdicval male-lui flom 
.. tlt·ltlt III 10 J- ~{'l'med ~ub'lalllialh Ihe ',1Il1l' ,I" th.11 from \ to n 

I he' poltl'n Il'w\"eTl'd lrom l>CClIOu.. 1-. to 1-1 tll1<1 1-.1 In F I~ all mt'd1t~,al, with olle Roman eX('cpliOIl 
\hR"hth Illore Ill,ueria] came rrom FlO Fl. Clf .... hich ()i(~ .... ,1<, Rom.ln, suggesting Ihe pmxlIllLly uf ,I ,('(olld 
ROIll.1Il <,1((';.1( tivil~ area. On balance, Ihi .. group would ,IPlwi.lr 10 be ~Iightlv biased l()w.!l"d~ Ihe t:.uliel 
Rom.1II pl'lIod (2Ilrl-celllury plus). I he nl(:'dit'vill llIalt'llal (OllllllUes to include Ihe same fabnc ,Uld IOflll 
1,-1I1~(' .1<' "'CTIl ('arlll'r. I hc slfellht" from FI through 10 1-"1 prodllH'd onl) ... mall groups of sht'rd .. bUl ,t1non~ 
Ih(',,(, lo\t'!l' Iinee St.l.X()1l handmade hille, <tnd du('(' 1<11('1" Roman ,herd!>. 

I he ... lIghlly longer <'1.-t'Irh bc:1 .... t"t'1l (;(~ <L1lel (;(;1 pHKluced .. U)ITcspondmgly largcr CI~~cl1lbldgt:, o. 
whu h (lor ( W,-I' 1Ilt"<lieval and :lY~ Roman . Iht: TlWdlt"val 1lI<llnidl indudes al leasl IWO Jug/pit( her I-illl, 
\Llhm \I:""), (ooking pot" and dishe<,. The Roman ,herd, indude an Oxfordshirc whnewarc illOll<lriUlll 
d.lllllg 10 Ih('I)(,l'Iod _\1l24()-:\OO, pall 01 a colander (f"hric S15) .wel late 4th-centUl-,. shelly w;.ue (fabri( I II ). 
S('( linn .. (;(,1 10 G<~:! .md GG~ 10 111I ('()Ill,unt"d hi(%. .wd 72(k of Roman wares respe(II\'cI), ranging III datl' 
flollllhe 1.1I('r I 'it to ('arly 2nd tentur) Ihrou~h to till' lall'l 1lh (-entuI"Y. For the most pari <Ill the ~herd~ were 
l.tII h ~lIlall III .. lit' ",ilh rl'1au"d, Ie .... nm .. hnd ... , .. uggt'~llIlK a certain degree of dislurbance and'or 
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TABLE I. I NCIDENCE OF POITERY BY SHERD COUNT ALONG 
THE PIPELI NE ROUTE 

;'\Jo. of sherds: 
Undated Post-medieval Medieval Saxon Roman TOlal Section: 

A-B 2 135 2 140 

B-B I 3 8 3 15 29 

BI-C 5 ?2 47 55 

C-O I 2 

Ol-E II 26 37 

E-EI 12 13 

EI-F 3 3 

F-FI II 22 33 

FI-F2 I 2 

F2-F3 2 2 5 

F3-F4 7 2 10 

CC-CCI 3 40 23 67 

CCI-CC2 3 II 30 44 

CC2-1I11 4 21 65 9 1 

H H-1I11 2 3 5 

HH-HII3 2 8 22 32 

Total 9 22 293 II 233 568 

redeposition. Lastly, section 1-111 to H 112 yielded on ly five sherds but H H to 1-11-1 3 also had an emphasis on 
Roman material (729c). Some of the sherds from the laller are relatively fresh and in good condit ion. Several 
pieces of fired day, with chalk temper or organ ic impressions on the surfaces, are also presenl. 

The Shnuenham Road Site 

Arl!a I: A number of features were recognised in Area I, the majority of which appear to be Roman in date 
(Figs. 3 and 4). One of lhe largest assemblages was recovered from ditch f2 (63) which appears to be largely 
2nd- to 3rd-century in dale. although four Saxon sherds are present, three from the surface and one from 
the fill (this feature was cut by a modern pipe trench which could account for the Saxon sherd in the fill). 
T he main collection of material was recovered from C8, some 468 sherds (7 kg. in weight). Although the 
majority of this is Roman (2nd- (0 4lh-century) it also produced the largest single concentration of Saxon 
pouery. some 23 sherds, IOciuding the only featured sherd, a rim from a handmade simple rim cooking pOl. 
Also present are a number of distinctive fragments of !ired !inely micaceous clay with org-c:t nic impressions on 
the su rface. 

Small samples of pouery from gully/ditch features F3 and F6, pits F4, F5, FI5 and F19, and shallow 
scoops F14, F16, and FI7 suggest an early to mid 2nd-century ltrmtnus post qUl!m. 

Amongst the potemially later features is gu lly F7 which produced a small assemblage of 22 sherds, 
including SIX of early Saxon date, mixed with Roman material. Saxon material was also present in the lower 
fiUs of 1<'24 and F25. Further fragments of the fired clay material noted above we l·e recovered from f24, 
perhaps suggesting that this may derive from Saxon activity. The gully FI 3 produced a single handmade 
sandy ware of uncertain date but probably post-Roman. 

Feature 9 produced two medieval sherds from the upper fill, below which were twO handmade flint
tempered sherds. The lower fill produced seven shell-tempered wares. The date of this material is uncertain 
as no comparable material is known. It would seem likely that it belongs either to the Saxon or earliest 
medieval period, neither of which is particularly well documented generally III ceramic terms. Gully FI2 
produced four sherds, three being medieval. suggesting a 12th- to 13th-century date for the filling of this 
feature. 
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Irm:: \1o<.ieraleh' ~1ll • .tI1 ,.,'TOUPS of mdlerial were Tt,."'('OH'! ed from fealllre~ III Area 2 (Fih~' 3 .md 1). GlIlhe\ 
1'lOn, F IOJ, I, 107 and F I 08 all mntilincd Roman 1ll.II(·nal, ~ugg('stinK a :!nd- [0 3rd--ccl1IlIn tmnrmu po,\l 

qUl'm. Ihe .. mall pilpchthole FI()9 produced.I 'Ingle .. herd nf2nd...("cntury pOllen. The only otlu.;1 feature 
wnh POU('I') i .. ditch FI02 \\Im;h cOIIl,lIned late IlIH_entun Roman matenal and handmade organl(· 
I('mpen.'d \ub-RomJnJe'lrh Saxon material. 

~I .. tcrtal COUt'lted from the ~pollllldllde ... 1 .. mgle line-fhnt-tempered ~herd with a ~mall pan of ;In inci~ed 
~u<lIn-llllt: .. 1\ Ie of dc-cOI.ltlOn [\,pil.11 ofthc mid 10 laic I Iron :\I(l·. Onl' ()I two flinl-Iempered .. hcreb from the 
gcnt'I,11 ,11('<1 nld\ ('{)Il(ei\<lbh al .. o be of Inm \Ke or e,lrh Rom'lIl dalt'. 

IABU,~. IltSCRl1' I lOt'-. OF I-AERIeS 

! l.Jrf'llIstonr 

.V I D'II k gn.·y-brnwlI hotrd. s,lIId) Wi!fl' wllh .. It'd-brown tOI('. Spar .. c temper of while cal< 1Iwd 111111 
Irag llJ(c'nl", h'I1ILI: llandmadc. DatI', ?lrol1 '\gc. (:-.Jo. :~, .... 1. (iO, cve 0.) 

Q} Coar .. c «Ikllled f111l1-lempered wan'_ SlInil,H' 10 SI I{ht'"er w'lIe hml/I' Ilandmade .\OIHff: l nkilowil 
Dat,,: ?Llle Iron Age-earh, Roman. C\o, ~L ...... ~tL nl' tl.J 

Q2 \·CI)' hard glq-brown ware .... nh ,I .. moolh fil1l .. h, COlllmon hequellt\ of ang-ul<-u. \\hile (,dUIU'd 111111 
up to I mill. III SlIt'. Form: Sing-Ie .. herd .... lIh ('dge 01 Inc-i .. ed line decoration wnh Ir.IIlWer .. e milll-... 
Source. Llll..no .... n. Dall' \Iid-I,lte Iron \g(' (~o. I, wI. n. en- n.) 

RomlW 

S(I1u(, U'(lr"l 

S/ (;r<:\ .... heelm<lde .. andy \\dle .... nh gle~ 01 .... hlle (Olt'. FIIH'·nll'dIUIll grad(' Ioand produllllg.1 ... Imh 
tn.tull'. \ 6,eb often have a bunmlH'cI "III Lin' finl~h. h",lll. Ilidude J" ...... he.ll-el .. , bow J... SmUff: 'fJI th 
WIILIohlft.-'. D(I/f. Luer 1M <':t"ltlUn oll\\ards. ('n. Jji. \\1. ~i:RI, eye 3:~(j.l 

\') \ en liuc ol,mge \\are '" ilh no \' i,ihle inc hl\UHh. I-i,nlll: WIll'e1made Jd l s. SOUI"f".- unlno\\ n. 0(1/": ?:!nd 
("(' 111m). (No. 23, wI. 129. e\'e 5.) 

SJ Dorsel BJ.uJ .. burnished .... ar(·. hmlll: .I .lrs. 1I.lIlgcd (h .. he~. 'Ir'light-Iolded di~he ... S/IIW,'- P<x)le h.lrboul, 
Donel. Ollf,: ~ndAlh ccntury. (l\o. I:!, wI. J17, l'IC 99.) 

,\-/ I Llrd, lighl orange sandy. J'.lSle lonlain .. dl'me ""lid. IXTi\\l0!1'.I1 IrOIl "lid wlul e Indu\lorh hmll\, 
\\' IH'elm<lde 1.lrs. Sour,,: L nlno\\ll. Dall', ROIll<IIl. (:\/). 5. wI. 39, (:'\(. 6.) 

\5 D.:Irk KIt'} ,and, wa re with <I lighl g lcy tUll' With 1(·d-browlllHargms. Sandy IlUl.:all'Om pastt'o J'il1/11\. 

Wheelmadc. SOW'ft': l:nknown. Dalr Rom.lll. ('no I. WI, 10, eve 0.) 

\() Vcr) fine gre\ ware. no \'i'iible inciu .. iom. /·ilflll\ . .J <II~. be,lh'T\, lid ... . \aur.,,: ~'()rth Wllhhln:. Dall' 2nd 
((' Illun plus. (No. i4. wt (jOG, even.) 

\i Medium to (O.:Ir .. e ~and \ersion 01 S I. hmlil. Wh(·dll1;ldt· jilT' •. ,\/11/1(('_ '\onh Wilt .. hin'. (r..o. K, WI. :; I. 
e\(" I.) 

,''is II.II-d line "-:Te~ .... art' wllh l"t'd-brO\\11 gil" "tIld .... tth ('ore. lim1l\ Wheelan.ldt, J<II' ""h 
.. ltpPt'd,bulnlshed finish. \OIllU: ?\\ilt .. hilt' Dfll,,: 1..11t.'1 Rom.lIl. (!\o. J, "I. 66, e\t' IU.) 

\1) Medllllll-< __ oal\t' ynd)' .... are "'!lh d gnll)- kd, \\"hill' .. pnl .. _ fllnm: \\"1ll'e1made j .... r ... SIIIIHt'. :'\\"Ilt .. hnl· , 
IMl,: Roman, ('\0. :~. Wl. :\1. en' 1(1.) 

\10 Other ml\tdhllleou" wheelmade ",lIld, '\,Ift: .. (So Il>, WI :UlI, cve .\ .• 1.) 

SI2 Lite Alire Holt .... are (=PortC"hc,ter fabric- I). hmll Lld_ \0/.1/(1': \llle lIolt. ~ulTe~. 0111".- hit (t'IlIU I \. 

(No. ~. WI :l4, e\e 10.) 

\ /1 Ven dt'me d.lrl red-onlllge .. ,md" .... arl· /"Illm. Wht'l'hn.l{k jdr. \lIImf': L Ilk-nowt! DatI': Roman, (No, 
I , wI. g, C\'C r).) 

S / ,I :\kdiull1 gl"l'}-bro""l1 ... wei)' .... "re "lih bl.l(l-llllIlll~lH"d .. udilu·. /'(11111: Wheelll1<1cie wpu."'\ BB I Jlr .. w!lh 
1,lIliu' det:nralloll. SOlOFf': ~Wih shir(' D(ltl', 2nd-'ll h ((·IIIUI),'. (:"Jo. ~5. wI. 222, eve IK.J 

S I 5 bll(' .. ,tIl(i) oXldl,ed w<lrc, .. lt ghtlv 1ll11,I(('IHI~ 1~lblll \\' llh rnano .. copicalh' vililbl e qUilrtl ~.IIl{L I-imm 
Wheellll,tde lal· ... beaker', lid ... Smllff': ?\\'thshlll'. Datf: 2nd century. {~(). (i. wi 52. C\(;' I~.) 

\}() GrC'\, ",IIl(h nllC)(,('OU<; WaH' Willi ,.lIld)- 1('xUIli: /-imll\· Whl'<:lmacie j;ns. dog-bowllo, S(I//1U, l nk-liown 
Datt': :!nd lentuq plm. (1\0. 16, ~t, ~:l!l.l'\'l' :~~l.) 
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SI7 Demc fine LO medium grade .!>and) ware, generally brown III colour. Fom~; Wheel made jan, beaded 
run, dl~hes. Sourer: Lnknown. /JaIl': ?f.arh Rom'lIl. (No. 12. wI. t72. c,c 13.) 

SIR FLOe oX ldised ..... are wll h a pale gre\- core. Sparse fine quartz ~and <Ind onasiollClI calca reous incl usIons. 
Form: Probabh flagon. Source: Unknown but similar (0 Gloucester IF 2 .... DatI!: ?Ist cemur)'. (No. I ...... t 
9. eve 0.) 

.119 ~Ied,um '0 fine orange 'and, "are. Oxod"ed ,mum 01 SI. I·n" .. Jm. bo" b . nago ns. Sour".' liorth 
\Vittshu·c. Dale: Earh 2nd century plu ... (No.9, \\t. I~N, cH·liO.) 

S20 SoutlH\ocsl white 'ilipped ..... al·e. [oi,lnfU: Wheelrnade beakers. small Hagans. fAlll': 2nd-:~ rd cen tury. 
S()!,Y(I': ?\\'itl:..hire . (No. 15, wt. i6. c\'{' 0.) 

1)21 liard. fine orange·pinl... ..... an~ wilh a white surface. [0"0"": Wheelmade ?f1agon . Dale: ?ht-2nd cemun. 
Soura: Unl...no\\n . (~(). 2. wt. 32. eve 2.) 

S22 Oarl... o ran ge medium (0 line .. andy wal'e with gre) core. White slip. Fann: F\;igOIl . .)aur(f: L'nkno\\·n. 
Dale: Roman. (r-..'o.l. wt. '27, eve 2.) 

S23 Ibrd. ddrk grey fine '\andv ware with lighter gre,' corc and dark gTe) inner core. Fonm: Wheelmadc 
jan, burni:.hed line decoralion. Sourer Unkno\\n. Dille: Later Roman. (i\o. 2, wI. 29. eve 17.) 

S2·' liard. fine grey or' brown micact'ou~ \\ar·e. Fine ~and y texture. FQnfU': Wheel made Jar ... , lid". Sourer: 
unl...nown. Dnle: Ro man . (l\:o. 6, W1. 61. e\-'e 12 .) 

.\"25 Dcn~ grey sandy Wdre With a gran uldl" texture. Spar .... e rounded cia) pellef!;. Fom/..\: Whedmade JaT'. -
c\cned and beaded rim t~pes. Sourer: ?Wiltshire. Dal,: ?2nd century. (No. 14, ..... t. 30i . eve 29.) 

.\'26 Delbe s.mdy .... ·are wilh occas ional line nlOL ForJ/l~: Wheelmade beaded-rimjal-s. bowls. Soura: 
Unknown. Dale: ?Eady Roman. (No.6. wl. 71, e\"(' 8.) 

.\27 Grey ,,<md) micaceou~ ware. Fonll~: WheeimadeJars, dog bowls. Sowa: Lnkno .... ll. Dale: 3rd-"'lh 
cen tury. (~o. 15, \\l. 226. eve 59.) 

OXj01"(iIII1)"f IluLu.\lnf\.· 

OXI 0,101'(1 COIOlll·-co. ,ed ware. n",,, .. \Ioroari •. bowls. Do" .. AD 240--1011. (No. 22. WI. 125. eve 3.1 

OX2 Oxforcislll1'c whuc-sllppccl warc. Fmm: J\lortdri,l. Dalf: AD 240·400. (No.2. Wl. 30. eve S.) 

OX; Oxrordshire whileware. Forms: Mortaria , bowls. Dalf: 2nd-3rd ct' lllur}. (No.9 , \\1. lOS. eve 11. ) 

FI Samiall. (No. 17 . wt. 45. e\'e 21.) 

F2 Local red colour-waled ".re. Sour", .. ?\\',I"hire. (No.3. wl. 29. eve 0.) 

FJ Rh emsh colour-coated .... 'are, Soutce: Rhineland . Dall': 2nd·:{rd century. (No.2, wI. 5, eve 0.) 

1'4 Fine ox idised ware with a micaceous slip . SOU1're: Nonh Wiltshire. Fonn: Jllde lllcd beaker. Datf: 2nd 
century. (No.2, WI. 5, eve 0.) 

F5 Loca l dark grey-brown fine ware with a red core. hmll: Beaker with rough'Gl'il decoration. /)alf: ?2nd 
century. (No. J. WI. I , eve 0.) 

Grog-If1llpned W(l)"I'S: 

(;1 Savernal...e va riam. Dark grey-black surhu~es. Forms: Handmade and whcclmade jars - evened and 
beaded rim. SOltref: WilLShire. Date: 1st-2nd century. (No. -19. wt. 556. eve 66.) 

(;2 Savernake prope r. Form.'" Handmade M"ageja,'" e'e' led and beaded I'll". Soum .. WilL' hire. Dat,.· 1,,-
3rd century. (No. 251, Wl. 7443, eve 107.) 

GJ Savernake \·a ri ... nt. Wheelmade. Fonll: Jan;. Dale: 2nd cent tlf) pill S. (No. 30, W1. 4·16. eve 22.) 

(;4 Savernake va riant. (i'o. 5. wt. 32. eve 5.) 

(;5 Sand), Savern"ke variant. Fonns: Handmade and whcelmade jars. S(Juref: WillShire. Dale: l ';; l-2nd 
century. (No. 79, wt. 11 57. eve 87.) 

(;6 Dark brown smoolh ..oapy ware with a dark grey core, grog tempel', burnished su rraces. Form.~: 
\\lheelmadeiw heel-turned dosed rorm ... Source: Unknown . Datf: ?Lale Iro n Age-ea rl ) Roman. (No.2 , 
wt. 10, eve 0.) 

(;7 li ard sand)' grey ware wuh a dark gre\ surrace . Sparse scallcr or ro unded brown iron/cltl} pellct". 
Hmn: Wheelmadejars. Source: \\'ihshire . Datf: ?Early Roman. (No. 15, wt. 353. eve 14. ) 
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.\IU'Il.tnnjJl'ffd urtlrr~. 

/I / Midlands shelh ware. Forms: Wheel made bowls.Jdrs. Sourrr: ?MldJands. nat,: Late 4dl (emury. (No.7. 
wI. Crt, e\c 10.) 

CalcartOIl.1 uvnr· 

(; 1 Very hard-tired mod gre) ware 'nth tine ,Old, and occa"onai calcareous onelUStO"'" F."", 
Jldndmadelwheel.(urnedjars'bo",b. burnished filmh SOllru. Lnknown. [)al¥: ?Earl~ Roman. (1\0. 3, 
WI. 30. eve 10.) 

Saxotl 
01 

02 

OJ 
(;2 

( "' .> 

(;1 

H2 

Very hald dark brown to grey .... are wllh demc orgalill Icmpenng. occasional Iron grams. hmll 
Handmade cooling pOl. (j\jo. 16. Wl. 155. eve 5.) 
Sllllilar (0 01 but with a finel)" Inlcatcom day. Ilandmade. (No, 18. "'·t. 148, eve 0.) 

Similar LO 01 bUI with a scatter of visiblc rounded qu.lrlL sand. II.tndmade. (No. 19, WI. 161, evc 0.) 

Dalk bro'" ni .. h·black ware wllh a smoolh .,oap)" feel. Sparse g rams of oolitic limestone. II .mdm<lde with 
burnished exterior finish. Moderatel) thick-..... alled. (No.6. wt. 90. eve 15.) 

Dark grt:) hard sandy ware with a mid brown mall eXlenor. The paste contains a sparse frcquenc, of 
fine organic material and rounded ?chalk pellelS up 10 3 mm. across. Handmade. (No. I, "' .. 10. eve 0.) 

Dark browllIsh·b lack ware \\ Ith a wmmon frequenn of fine fragments of fOSSil shell and limt:'lOne 
Voids on Ihe surfaces. Handmade. (No.4. "'l. MO. eve 0.) 

Moderate!) sofl "'are wilh a black core and pale brown exterior surface. C..ontains a .. parse (Oar<;(' 
lemper of f03~il shell. fragments several millimetre .. a<.ro,,~. I land made. (~o. 7. WI. 30. e\e 0.) 

Dale Iweeriam 

\/ I Ilandmade. hdrd, moderalelv fine. sanch warc ","h O((aSIOIMI grog/iron compounds. Burni .. hed 
'>tllface. Fonn: Closed form. Dalt· Saxon or po .. slbh Imll Age. ('0. I, WI. 48. eve 0.) 

Medltllai 
MJ Mmel) wal·e. SQuret: Minet}. Wiltshire. Fo"m~: Cooking p(m. plain and panial"· glazed. one wit h 

combed decoration. Daf-e: 12th-15th cenlury. (No. 66. WI. 67 1. eve 10.) 

Af2 Sdnd and iuneslone-Iempel-ed ware. SUllIl .u· 10 C;loucc31t'r t}PC fabric 43. Form~: Handmade cook ing 
pOlS. Dalt: 12th·131h century. (No. 146. "'.1. lOS-I, l've ~ I. ) 

AI) Sand and f1inHe mpered wart:. Handmade cook ing pOlS. Dall': 121h-13th century. (No. 52. wt. 574. ('\"c 
50.) 

M-' Fine red sand} ware, some wit h a grt'en gldlt'. D(III': ?LlIe medieval. F0n115: Dishes. cooJ...in g POllo. (;\'0. 
9. wI. 147. eve 10.) 

M5 Hard fine pinkish.buffsandy ware with a pallidllhin glaze. Fonn.s: Wheel made Jugs. pilcher,. SOllrrr 
?Wiltsh ire. Dalr: 13th· 15th century. (No. 25, wt. 17~. eve 19.) 

.\16 II .ud plllkish.-orange ware with a grey core. Spar .. e 'Kauer 01 ili·sorted. rounded quartz sand up 10 1.5 
mm. and angular voids. ?from chalkJlimeslOne. Nmlu. Lnglazed handmade cooking pol .. (~o. 3. "'I-

19. e,·e 0.) 

Al7 =M.5 
.\18 Ver), hard dense sand) ware. plllklsh·bulT surf.lces with plllk·orange.grey core. Plmpl} ,ull,lle 

.,howmg Ihrough external brownish.green g l,w::. Fonll:'>. Whedmade Jugs with applied "rips and 
undcrglazc shp decoration. (No.2. wI. 11, c,e 0.) 

M9 Hlack oolitic limestone tempered ware. Simila l to (;lolicesterTF 41. Fonn: Handmade cookmg pOl. 
Oat,,' 12th-13th century. (1\0. I , ..... t. 19. eve 5.) 

FAUNAL REMAI NS by KEVIN RIELLY 

A tOldl 01 1494 d!limai and bird bones were recovered frolll Shn"cnham Road Areas I and 2 in contex t~ 
belo ng ing to all phases: Ro man (p hase I), sub·Roma n/Saxon (phase 2) and medieval (pha.'ie 3). The ~pecies 
composition for each of these phases is shown In fable 3. A sma ll number of features in lhe Roman and sub
Roman/Saxon pha3es are less securely dated than the re~l and lhe bones from these conlexts have been noted 
separately in Table 3. These t ..... o phases produced lhe vasl majont) of the site assemblage. Bones pro'ided 
b) the Roman phase were scattered throughout Ihe lwo Slle .. With a large proportion found 111 ditch F2 III 

Area I (74 bones). "'hile most of the sub-Roman/Saxon assemblage was contained in la)·er CS. also in Area I. 
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The medieval material came from JUSl two features (F9 and FI2). All the bones ..... ere found in potentiaUy 
deep feature types, mostly in ditches. and the preservation of the assemblage, with the exception o f a small 
number of bones. is very good. Com·ersely. the level of fragmentation is high , which has undo ubtedly 
introduced survival biases. In addition. in the absence of widespread sievmg, It can be expected that certain 
bones will be under-represented . 

TABLE 3. SHRIVENHAM ROAD AREAS I AND 2 ANIMAL BONES: 
SPECIES REPRESENTATION AND TOTAL FRAGMENT COUNT 

Phase: 2 3 
Roman + possible sub-Roman + possible medieval 

Roman /Saxon sub-Roman/Saxon 

Caltle 17 25 144 162 13 
Sheep/goat 19 28 48 55 
Pig 9 II 20 24 
Horse II 14 15 20 
Dog 14 15 2 
Red deer 

Roe deer 

Chicken 2 
large mammal 3 1 34 157 183 32 
Small mammal 19 25 94 100 2 
I ndelerminate 7 8 64 64 

TOlal 113 147 557 626 50 

All bones which could not be identified to species or species group (e .g. sheep/goal) are categorised by size. 
i.e. cattle and sheep-siLeo Bones which could nOt be identified or sized are classed as indeterminate. The level 
and extent of the analysis is necessaril y limited by both the small sample size and the high degree of 
fragmenlation. 

SPecies ,·epresentatioll 
Allhough sample sizes are small, it would appear that the sub-Roman/Saxon phase difTers markedly from the 
Roman phase. with the former showing a substantial increase in me representation of cattle at the expense 
of sheep/goat (see T:"lble 3). (Similar results are given when fealUres of doubtful date are included. ) To 
determine whether this difference is real it is necessary to examine the possibility of preferential survival. 
fragmentation of the sample will favour both the survival and the recovery of cattle fragments compared to 
those of smaller species, such as sheep or pig; the greater the damage the greater the tendency towards a 
cattle dominated assemblage. A mugh indication of the level offragmentation can be seen by looking at the 
propo rtion of no n·specific fragments i.e. callie/sheep size and indeterminate , and loose teeth (restricted to 
the callie and sheep/goat assemblages). The proportion of non-specific fragments in phases I and 2 are 
similar at about 50% each. while loose teeth provide 11.3% (11 =6) of the tOLaI number of can Ie and sheep/goat 
in phase 2. Thus, while the former indicates similar fragmentation, the lauer suggests a higher level of 
damage in the later phase. Any conclusions must remain tentative but it seems likely lhat the difference 
between the two phases regarding the level of fragmentation is lOO slight to have affected the species 
representation . Damage was undoubtedly also caused by dog gnawing but, as with the non-specific 
fragments , phases I and 2 have similar quantities. with about 10% gnawed in both phases. 

Meal species 

The presence of cut marks, the level of frdgmelllatio n (particularly of longbones) and assumptions based on 
historical and modern day usage can enable us to deduce which animals were used for their meat. Cut 
marked bones are confined to phases I and 2 and the number and species of examples are given in Table 4. 
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IABLf 1. SIIRI VENILAM ROAD ARI:.AS I A~D 2 ANIMAL BONES; 
CCT MARKED BO 'ES BY SPECIES AND PHASE 

Ph<l~t' I 

Phd~l' 2 

CaUle 

5 

II 

I/(Jr'll' Do/! 

2 

\11 but Iht.· hOl't., 'Illd dog \\('r(' dearh u~t.·d lill Ilwil III(',U Ihe hOl-~e bone. a humeru, \\<ith ;J Lnile (Itt 10 
tht., .. IMh, lould bt.'uH(:rprett.·d .IS me,lt ".\Sle but ,I no!l(t.',lbll' !"<llule orthe hone il_,,,,embh-Igt.· •• , ,I whol(: 1", 
Ih('I()\\'cr le\,('] of fragment.llion feldtin' In (-"ttlt'. ",hl'ep:go;.tl i.Jnd pig" Tht: hor",e longbolle, ,Irt.' ohl'll d[ le.I'[ 
50'.{ Ullllplctt.: ,ts oppo,ed to I drd" 25(;( t.:omplctc.: III thl" (";.t[111" ,I"embl,)gcs, II hor~(' did 101 In .1 p.m of IIH" 
ellel in tht· ,ub-Roman/Saxon pha,e 1I~ rOlllribllllon \\i.ts possIbly <l limned one, rhe butdu:'ll'd dog bOIl('. wllh 
(lit m,lr).;.s 10 the ;.tlUcrior part of lhe..: Glk.IIH.'US. (,111 be IIllerp,eled ,ts damagt: cau5,cd during ",]...illillng but 
do('s not nt.·(t'ss<tril~' IIldicale tht: liSt' of dog 111t.',u_ Although Ihe rattlt' bone, in Ihe medinal phasl' and lilt' 
deer ,1Ild cllI(ken bone", 111 the Roman ,1Ilei sub-Rolll.lIlS,I>,on pha"e)o do mil disphl) (UI m'II'b. II (-an be 
,1~~IlI11('(1 Ihi.ll Ihl'~t.' 'pe("ie" are pre~ell1 10 ~i.lu~l) th(· ,hetM\ needs of tht.' SHe oC(upant~. I'h(',>t.' Ill't.·ch W('H' 

Pit'dollllllallliy Gllt'red for, in each pha~e. by rattle. ('\('n ,jIlO\\'Ing for the IIkeh under~represt:,ujIlOI1 01 
she-ep gOdt and pig (a~~uming a meal weigl1l of 5()() lb. pt.or HI". wmp'lI t:d to IiO lb, pe,- sheep and I no lb. 1)('1 
pig).· 

F.1(h stilge of the butcher\' proct'~"" from dlt.'''~lI1g 10 ddlt'shlllg .... lepre,ellted by lhe (.Iule ilnelllbl,lg:n 
III tht' Roman and sub-Ruman/Saxon phases 'lIId b()lh (allie ... hCl'p.'gO<lt and pig are represented by ,I IllI' of 
"'''elctal pans in the samt' phases" I hese domesti( . .He~ ""'"(' p()"~ih" "illed and butchered in the \1(11111\ (lilhe 
-;ih' during tht'~e- periods, The presell(e 01 neon,He, inlht.·st' ph<l-.es tndicilleio thallhe-;(' animals wt'lt·lo(.tll\.
bled. 

I h(' \\lld spt'nes sho" Ihe IInpOILlllte, Ihough Imuted. of hunting III Ihe -;ub-RomaItS,),on ph,l~e ,tIld 
' Ibo IIldlrct.:lh ... uggt·" Ihe presen{'e or w(x)(ilanc\ in IIu' "'lIl fOLJIlcimg .tre.1 

Other Im)(illcl:o. 

Iht.' inten .... u· exploitation 01 .1Il'!- produLl. bt.' it nt('.ll 01 a st.'condan produrt like mtlk 01 wool. (',Ill 1)(' 
I ('cogni~t.'cI in the age profilc by the LOI1(entratlolls found" Ithin particular" age groups. Il (Quid be '1ugge ... ted 
{(U" hoi It (,-Illlt: and 'Iheep,'goal that Iht' ageing- nidl'ntt" at thl~ Sitt" points 10 a majOl'ity of maltlrc mdi\ ,dll,lls. 
\\ hl( h would Indirate tht" importame or ~('nmd,ln produ( I' " Iltmnt'l, iI i~ likelv thai ~(lul1gel Indnldllal, 
,II"(' Llnckr-r(·I)I"e~t.· nlt'eI due 10 both iragmcnt,lIlull ,Illd Il'('O\CI\ bla .... Assuming this [0 be the (-<1<;('. the 
t""idt.:lltt" POint)o 10 ;l "ide distribUllon of ilKt')o IlldlLtllng ,In n.ll'nsi\'t.· U,c: of ,I \<lrk" of c'plOltallOIl ... 11 ;.ttt.'glt." 
Le, mi\.l'd f,lnnlllg. Pig", <Ire kept principalh 101 theil meal ,II1d the proportion of mature indindual, m .. ~ 
reprc,clIl brt.'cder, . .\11Iht.· chicken bones arc from IlMl1Irt.' IIldl .... ldual,. \\ huh ... uggests Ih(' liSt.' of t.·Kg' I he 
hOl<;e and dog bOl1e~ art' from fulh adult IIldi\ldu"I'I .md It is hkd~ Ih.1I both specie!! wen: pnma,"il} used ..... 
"Of).;. ,tllllll"h. 

,\I'U 

\ ,Ill<lif numbe,- or mea.'lurement ... could be lakt.'Il, mostly confined 10 bones rrom ph",(' :? (sub
ROIll,1Il Saxon) contexts" Ihese ~uggesl Ih,tt Iht' doltlt'slu animal .. ,"eprt:semed are wilhin lhe normal Slit' 

r,lIlgc' hlr thcir penod~" 

COUr/IHiOll 

I ht.· bOI1('s dt'arh repn·,em <I ,ene., 01 dump' of dOIllC)ol1l \\.I,Il:. possibh Irom some nc.:.lIb~ habu<luoll 
1>0n1('sll{ ~pt'(ies d OIllIll<lte the indl\"ldual ph~.st, iw.t'mbbges wllh cauk a~ the main meat providcr III ('arb 
ph'lse , I here i~ eVIdence for Ihe eating of horsdk'sh ,mci I he t'lI.ploitatlon or dog!\ liJ'" their ~kim ill th(' S •• 'OIl 

period" O\'crall. both the Roman and sub-Rolll,IIl/)d,on ,,,~e mbLlg('s ,uggesl a mixed u<;c of animal reSOUf(t.'s 
mdlt.,ltiVe olt.'xlt'nsive exploirauon siratcgic,," 

I Flg-un:s I"ken rl"Olll ~I. ~I,thb~. 'The Anlln,.1 Hone~ frolll FWlt.'f 1971-7,'): Faunal Siudieio Oil l·,b,1Il 
Sile .. ·• h:uln"lnh_ Rtp\, ~ lI979), 110 

", .\.£ter A. \on den Driesch. 'A Guide 10 Ihc \1ea'lllrelllellt of Anun.11 Bones from Archacological Slle~·. 
Pt'ab()d~ :\111.\, /J1l1l. I ( 1976)" 
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rh~ "re.uer proportion of cattle bone .. In Ihe Saxon r('\all\(" 10 Ihe Roman period is not related to all\ 
dlnnenn: In ('"tlher rragm("nlalloll or re<o\"ef\. Jlm\C\el, It ,hould be mentuHlcd thdt In both penods. du(" 10 
Ih~ high Ic\eI of frdgmciltallon, ,heep goat I' IIkeh 10 lx, undc(fcprc'icnted. 

Ihc ... c rc<;uhs can be rentameh comp.tred ".!th the gent'ldl 'petIC' abundance trends found 011 Roman 
,lIld ~d,\()11 ,nc, ill Soulht.')"n Britain.h Roman Bnlam \;.Iv. .1 ,lead" lIIu"ca-..: in canle abundtillce t'Mepl III Iht., 
more rur.ll or le\\ ROI1MIlILed drea~ ,ile!> \\ hel·e ... heep Koat {onlmued to dominate. Con\"er~h. III the S,,,on 
penod there V,d, d mo\"{' ((m.ud .. a .. heep-based e(On(II11" (t leolll) ,how n al Portthe,ter).; How('\"er, there af(' 

{·"("f:p"on, ,u(h ,I'I.1t PClln.,.l.tnd ..tnd B..tnuoh \i.llI .. oleum III lhl· \filIOn Ke"Il('"'" area. \\here c..tllie j, the 
domlll..tni .. pefie .... s 

IIU~IAN BONE 

A ,,11.111 number of human bones wcre found III I,.vel eM (lin: b()lIe~) dud pit F5 (olle bont!). Ihe pre,cncc 01 
~1I(h dis<\rtinllaled remaim would ~ugge'l tlM[ bOlh ,hl"" had be('n r('deposllcd lrom elsewht'l'e. 

\ fl'IALWORK b\ DAVID RICHARDS 

Iron. wppn dllo) and le.ld or pewtel objects wer(' ple~ellt in thl~ n:n miscdlaJlcoU", collection (complet(' 
d{,ttll" Me avali.lbl(' in th~ d\"chi\"t!). Apdrt from ni.llk hov,t·\t'I". [her(' ar('" onl\ a fev, re<:ogni,able obje(t~. 
II.md-made Iron IMil, ofba\ic "imilarm· occur from Ihe II 011 Age through 10 rnediehjl limes, <;0 Ihe .. e <Iff' nol 
helpful Ln "lIg~C'tlll,l{ ddtes 101' the \driou, ft:ature, fmm \\ Ill( h [h(', w('"r('" recowred. Of Ihe 44 object.. in Ihe 
..t,,,elllblage, I~n cal1l~ fmm I..tH'r CM which O\·('rI.l~ d wmplex of IIltel'f."umng pit... (Fig. 4). 1\.0,0 obJerts from 
tiw, conlc"l. iI 'pc,uhead .ll1d iI rdther t.:rude blOn/e pill (fig. 6.2). arc not t\pical of Roman v,orkmtlilship 
..tlld ,m: pel·hilp~ SiI,\on oreH'1l laler. A ~malllt'ad weight frum Plll~((}()p FII (Fig. 6.3) rna.,. be of Rorn.m date. 
,1\ Ill," .l b;lI lei-padlock boh found in gulh FlO I t I :'l:'l). although "milar padlock bolts are known from lhe 
l..tlt:'" Saxon and '\orman period,. 

COINS b\ PAUL CANNOI-I 

,\ total oj 2b WIllS wen.' rt'(O\ered from the mute oflhe pipeline ,md from [he Shri\enlldlll Road <;1It'. I he 
maJofll\· arc of:"lrd-lo 4th·cellluq, Roman dale. but tht'l'e i" al\o a 'mgle 12[h-IO 13th-century (arthing. 

(;(,,(;(;! 

I) At". folli~, Comtillltlnt! I. re\": SOLll!\V((.IO COMIII f. ,\1):\1:\ 

2) .\E 4, COIl,lanline I. ob\· \ RBS R(}\IA. AD 330-3~~5 

:i-5) l IlIdelllllied -Ith-,entll),~ AE coim 

h I.tken from A King, 'A ComparaliH: Sune\" 01 Uom' :\.<;\(,"lllbl,lges lrom Roman Sues in BI-ilain', L'ml', 
tOlldnn. 111.\1 .. Irrh. Hljll. 15 (1978). 207-32, and A. King, '.r\nrUJal Bone., and tht' Dietary Id('nw\ of M.lu,lr.,.· 
,wd Ci\lli,m Group), III Roman BI'ilain, German) dnd Gaul', III I. F C. Blagg and A. C. KlIlg (ed~.). Millwry 
allli Cl1IIlum m Hllmllll Bntnm. Cuiturai RelalwmhljJ~ III a Fnmlll'r Jlnn'llIrI' (BAR Brit. Ser. 136. 1984), 1 M7-~ 17, 
101 Roman Blitilil1, and [rom \1. A Robin~on and R. \\,il~on, 'A Sur\"('y of ~Il\"lronmenlal Archaeologv III 
[he South \1idl,lIld·:, in II.<:.M. Keeley (cd.). '~n ... ironmcnt,.1 Arlh •• e()log~ - a Rt!gional Revlcw·.lI.B.M.C 
(}rr. HIJ>1'1 " \"01. 2 (l9~7), 51-I. lor both pel'iod .. . 

i See A Grant, ''Ill(' AllLmal Bones', in B. ClIl1hO"e. h.'(((It!fllwlH (I/. Porlrllf\lt>T ell.llll', I: Romll/l (Rep. of 
Rcsearch Comm. of Soc ofAntiq. 01 London. 32.1975). 37H--408: A. (;rant.' rhe Animal Bone!>', in B 
Cunlille. Lxawal/oll\ III Portrhl'\ll'r Ca.stle, 11. So.xOll (Rep. ollhe Research Comm. 01 Soc. of Anuq. of London. 
:~~, 1976),262-87 

N J. I ((lime)' .. md h.. Rielly. 'AllImal Bone from the Mamoleum·. III R. J. \\'tIliam~ dnd R. J. leep";!t, 
Hml(m/I: .1 1-,,1, BrOllu Agt,lmll Age Sf'Uvmnll, lumuHI ,·,1Ia flllti Inllplf' •. \..IalL,{)/~u"" l'OJ. 2. FimL'i (1m' 
F.111'lmm'lI'ntlll FI'u/nla (Bucks. Arch. St)(. mono);;. ~er. 7. 1991). 5~·SI 
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GG/-GG2 

6) Al. dntoninianus, plated, Probus. rev: SALV~ AVG, AD 276-282 

7) A.£ follis. Constantine I, rev : SOLI IN\' ICTO CO~U II. c An 3ij 

~) AE 3, '"" GLORIA RO~[ANOR\,M. AD 383-392 

9·11) lillldentified 4th-cemur)' AE coins 

12 and 15) 2 x AE 4. ConSlanune I. Db\': VRB~ RO\1A. AD ~30-335 

13) AE I. ,e'" GLORIA EXERCln'S. AD 330-335 

14 and 16) 2 x unidentified 4th-century' AE COlO 

1'8 

17, 18. 19 and 21) Lnidentified late 3rd· or .. lIh-century At (oins 

20) Lmdenufied late 3rd-century A£ radiale. probabl)" barb<trou~ 

1'9 
22) Unidenulied 4th.cemul")" AE coin 

UlIslraly"d 

23 ,1Ild 26) Umdenlified 4th-century AE COIllS 

24) Lnidenlilied late 3rd-cemury AE radiate 

25) Cut AG 'Short-Cross' farthing. uncertaLn class. rnoncyer or mUll. An 1180-1247 

STONE by DAVID WILLIAMS 

rhe Shn\'enham Road SIle lies III an area \\Lth Cretaceous rocks LIlcludLllg Upper Greensand and Gault with 
Lpper Jur.tsslc formations less than 3 kill. away to the N .. and 1)lelSlocene and recent deposits some 10 km. 
to the N.'" A large segment of an upper querns(One of Quartz Conglomerate, most probably from the Forest 
of Deall. Gloucestershlre. was found in F5 (Fig. 6.4). This t)"pe of quernstone does not seem to occur later 
than the Roman period. A1so, a roughly oblong block of Malmslone from the Upper Greensand of the 
Cretaceous. thleOy used III the medieval and post·medleval periods for bllliding, came from layer C8. 

FLINT by STEVE FORD 

Just ten pr'ehislor'ic struck flims were recovered during the COUI'SC of the project. Two scrapers came from 
sections A to Band B I to C during the Iieldwalkmg survey. The easement search produced four finds: three 
from section GG to GG I (two flakes, one possibl> notched, and a narrow f1akelblade): and a Single lIake from 
section GG I to GG~. Lasti)", three l1akes were recovered from the excavated (Ireas. one each in la~er CR. gully 
F I 06 dnd small pll)posthole F I 09, with a further flake from the spoil heap. 

?BEADS AND GLASS 

Three bead.shaped objects were recQ\.ered: two from Shrrvenham Road Area I, one from dnch F3 and the 
second from la>cr C8; dnd the third was discovered dunng field\\dlling in section G to H (Fig. 6). These 
have been identified as small belcmlllles (conical polllted fossil shells) by Dr: R. Goldring of the 
SedLlnentology Department at Reading Umversuy. All three are simildr in shape. size and colour. although 
Ihe example found dU I-ing field walking is more abraded and has been spill laterally. They measure fmm 16 
mm. 1021 mm. long and between 3 rum. and 4.5 mm. wide at their Widest points. All three examples were 
naturally perforated through their centres and. although there IS no dLrect evidence, it is possible that they 
were collected and u!>ed as beads. 

A single fragment of probable Romdn glass was reco\'ered from ditch F2. 

9 Geologic-.tl Suney I" Map of England. Sheel nos. 252 dnd 253. 



PLA'JT REMAI,\S by JOliN LETTS 

01 lIue 19 bul" \alllple~ Iloated for bolanKdi fe lll ,Un!! onl) "I' produ(t~d resullS. 111t' "ample from Fli IS 

clt',lriy Rom,tIl or Iron Age due to lhe pre' <lIenee 01 .,pdt \\ \1('al. I he nine spelt grdlll~ 10 this sample are 
.,pmuted ,md de-hll~led. WhKh might indicdu.' m,llullK for beer production (but natural sprouung ("annol be 
luk'd Ollt gl\1.'1l Ihe \Illdll number of Specilllt'II'i). SI)Cit i .. .l huU('d wheat {,pica! of the Roman dnd later Iron 
\gc- period ... and ont' duff \peomen - a giunlc bil'i(, - £11"'0 UHlir, 111 the sample. HI al~ c:olUam\ .. gram of 
b,tlle\ .Hld a poorh prest'ned fragment of a ',uKe legume .. ecd (pm,.,.bh pC<t or bean, but large Wild member .. 
of Ih~' '"Uln l.alh)nH "p. group cannot Ix nli("d out). A "1Il~lt· "p('(inwll ofhlllled barlC"\ in "iample F!l ... \\dl. 
pu·,,('!"\'('d ,tIlel I ' dl'"r1~ c1enn:d from tI 1,lIt'ralllorel of Ihe I)-rem ,ub'peot:'>. 

LJISLLSSION 

The fieldwork associated with this relalivdy short stretch of pipeline has led to the dis(ovcq 
of scveral previously unknown archaeological sites. These include two concentralions of 
Roman pottery and one scatter of 12th- to I-Ith- or 15th-century pouery discO\ered during 
rcconnaissance 01 the pipeline and two 12t h- to I ~hh-fcntury scaUers round \"hiISl 
fiddwal"-ing. The excavations at the Shri\'enham Road sile revealed occupation evidence 01 
Roman , post-Roman,Saxon and medieval datc .. \hhough onh' two features were medieval. 
large quantities or 12th- LO J3th-centlll\' pOllen were also recovered during liddwallinl-{ 
just oyer 100 ITI. 10 the W. It is possible that the features excavated relate to a more 
,>ubstantial area or activit\' perhaps i<Kated to thc \\'. The \'en limited natun.~ or the 
cXG.l\'ations precludes a deL:1iled assessment of the naLllre and significanfc of the site ~Hld 
the extent and true nature or the setLicment area I('m~ljns unknown. lIo\\'e\'el. there is 
e\'idcnct:' 101 continuity or Of cup at ion from at least the Roman period throug-h to the suo
Roman/Saxon period and the re\\ sherds of earlier pOllery may even indicate an Iron Age 
origin for o(Tupation at this site. 

Little can be said with regard to the e(onOI11) of the siLe as a whole. out the 
environmenlal evidence suggests that the Shriven ham Road site has revealed pari of a 
mixed farming selliemenl. The raunal assemblage suggests thai cattle were the main meat 
pro\'iders in each phase of aclivilY. although the high level of fragmentation or bOIl<: 
throughout the ~itt:' may ha\e led to the under-representation of sheep/goat reiatin' w 
uHtle. There is also some evident(:' fOl the eating or horse flesh in the Saxon period and the 
exploitation or dogs far their skins. Lnfc)rtllnatel\'. nOI much 1I10re can b(' added from lhe 
information gained by flotation or bulk samples, as only six st:lmplcs produfcd results. Spell. 
a hulled \\ heat t\picai or the Roman and later I Ion Age periods. was present in one featule 
(F) I). The nature of the grains. whkh were sproutcd and de-hush·d. could indif<.llc maltinK 
for the production of beer. 

lp to the mid 1980s vcn (ew ROlllan and e\en iewer Saxon siles were known In tillS 

Icgion. 'e! especially when fompared LO beILer sun-eyed areas such as the Thames Valley to 
the 1\. and E.II Field suneys such as fhal on the Berkshire Downsl :t and a similar '>Iud\ 

extending atTOS!! the Vale of lht: " 'hilt' llulSC 1:1 have shown that the picllll-e hitheno \\as 
I1IOle a resuh or research 'cxfa\'<.ltion bias than ~I true reflection or activit, in the area. Fig. 7 
~h()\\'s the extent of known siles at the lime of Willing. E.\'idcllce or Saxon oCfllpalion from 

111( ,. Bngg'. J Cool. and T Rowle) (ed .... ). Ih, Il(htl t'oluKl oj the UVmd Rfgton (19K6). 
11 D . \lIte.:; , 'Conlu .. ion III Ihe Coumn-.... lde. Some Comml·nl~ from fhe Lpper Thamt" Region'. III () 

\illto, (ed.). rhl' RmlllUw-Bnlt.\h COUlil1)III/1' (B;\R IO:i(i). Imt!). 5:l-HO. 
I:! \, GafTney tlnd \1. ringle . rill' \t(UJdlr Nmn Pm,,,,.t (HAR 200. 191{9). 
I ' \i, Tingle . rhr I ofl' oj (hI' Willi" lIone Sun't') (BAR 211{. 1991). 
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the edge of the Berkshire Downs and au()s~ the Vale of the \Vhite Horse to the Corallian 
ridge is still very sparse although traces of a Saxon settlement were discovered during the 
construction of the M4 S. of \\'anborough.1 I The main indication of Saxon settlernent in the 
legion i., still the number and location of Saxon burials, although field walking surveys have 
done a lillie to increase the number of known sites in the area; lhe Vale of the White Ilorse 
Suney'" recovered 48 Saxon sherds. whilst the Maddie Farm Suryey on the Berkshire 
Downs 1h found just five shcrds (four from Knighton Bushes). The fonner indicates ~l 
significant level of activity, especialh around the foot of the Berkshire Downs, where soltlers 
of Saxon pOllt:n ma}' represelll manuring frolll ISelllements located at the foot of the scarp. 
The evidence uncovered at the Shrivcnham Road site may represent one such selliement. 

\'\' ith regard LO Roman occupation, fieldwalking in the early 1980s found high densities 
of Roman sites in parts of the northern edge of the Vale." and imensive ploughing on the 
Berkshire Downs has meant that there is now evidenct: of substanlially rural occupation, 
with occasional major villa developments such as lhat at Maddie Farm and Knighton 
Bushes. 11'I A number of villas are also present along the base ofLhe chalk scarp. for example 
<II \"'oolstone." · This location is a focus for a band of spring line settlements at lhe junclion 
between the permeable chalk and Greensand and the intpermeable Gault Clay. Tht.' best 
rated soils (using modern grading techniques) are also to he found on the scarp face of lhe 
Downs around the spring line and acros~ the vale on lhe Corallian ridge around Badhun 
II ill. !U This is not to say lhat lhe hea\·iel' soils of the valle\. itself would not be exploited but 
the selliemem pattern \ ... ithin the vale for these periods is as vet not full) understood, 
although it would now seem likelv that it was nm an unexploited hinlerland. The \ 'ale itself 
is surroundt'd by Roman towns, with Cirenn:~tel (Corinium Duhonnolllln) to the t\\V. and 
Oorchester-on-'ihames to the SE. A very short distance S\\'o of the Shriven ham Road site is 
lhe ROll'lan to\\n of Ourocornovillm (Wanborollgh) \\ hich is linked to CirencestC'1 b, Ermin 
Street. 

Ta\"ing other evidence rrom this region into .. KfOlllll il is not surprising that cvidenu' 01 
Roman and sub-Roman/Saxon occupation was unroH!red at the Shrivcnham Road site, as 
it is in all ideal JocaLion on the spring line at the fOOL ofthe chalk scarp and within easy re<lt'h 
of hoth the Downs and the Vale of the While Ilorsc. 
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