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Ihu JI1U[l' IilkJ d\ ill \wrtmg pomt th~ 1685 tnvrotof) oj Jt llliam 8,Mk, mfTCfT. a dQ('ummt umllual 

amongsl /ht prchalt r"orlb Jor Darcht.fltr. I :lIng a range <if othtr n-idtll(( a Pl(luTt <if BrrxA. and <if /hr 
{{OliO"!,}' and \(){ir~)' of tau 17th-emlu')' Dorchtllrr. is prtltnlld. 17u 1(Opt is Ilvn broadmtd /Q (omid" /hI 

rr.:trall pallnr/j <if shop""pmg and trad", m Otjimhh"', <if uhuh Bra'" uas a parI. Probau r"ortis]or /h, 
(ountf bfflL'fffl 1516 and 1800 art arw!J'fld m Imns oj rrftrnluj /0 mnetT! and /J) rtloJtd or omlappmg 
ocrupationnl gruups, u/eludlng chapmm. groctTJ, ~hQpkLfl}"j and (homl/tTL Tht Trsults art prtJt1Itrd snozl'lIlg 
g/II.l!!ophirol and (kroll%wea! duln'hutions for Ii" (OWl!}. {h, 1697 9 rt/uTnJ if /ian.ftd nazt'l • .t1J. /H'dlon 
and pruy- chapmm Jor OtjOTtishiTt aTt prmud and duru' "d. BriL] (ompamoos OTt mom U7/h /h, in,,,,wnr, 
<if "Irrl,d ,"nlnn/JOran" <if Bro<l<. .IIarAtd difJtrtnm m Ih, dumbulwn <if ,hopAtepm and tradm btlmm 
orraJ of O'ifordlhirr mZfT/.',f. Changts in nommila/urr for shopkffprn OPt'T Uu ptriod are JuggeJud. An t'(onomu 
hitrarck> <if thr cow/I)', lou ns alia 'illogts U dtlmhed. On!> in tI" /nlrr pmad, from thr 1730s, dot, ,ou/h 
OtjilTd,hlrr appra, 10 har, caughl up ui/h oth" pam <if Ii" (ounl)· In knns <if Incal ,hops alld ,hopktj>tTs. 
nll.lt (Ontil1uilitl and di.l(ontinuitits are discussed uith Jome rif"fflct to hl.llorical debatrs about tIl! d(l)f/opmffll 
oj a (onjum" IOfllry in pTOl:incUJl ~/alld. 

Amon~t the probatl' record~ of the eccirsiasLical peculiar of DorchcslC'r suryi\-es an inn'ntOl): 
of thr goods of \\'iUiam Brock, mern'r of Donhestcr, who died in 1685.1 This lislin~ 

de'Kribe ... th(' house, .... hop and stock of a village shopkccJX'r in lalc 17th-cenrul)- Oxford..,hirr. 
Bt'..,ide the yeomen and husbandmen of a prt.'dominantly agrit:uitural parish, Brock and his tradr 
app('ar unusual, the pattern of supply and consumption which thry display perhaps unexpected" 
This arlide 'eis out to discQ\"er more about \\'illiam Brock and hl'i place in Dorclwslt"r. It al ... o 
u't~(""jt5 omrthing of the \"ider cOl1lext of shopkeeping and lrading in carly modenl Oxford..,hirc 

within which Brock 0lx'r .. ued, and in doing ";0 10tlch('''' on drbat<'s amongst historians conc('ming 
lh(' exlent and limin~ of the gt'O\<\olh of tonsumcrism in rural Lngland. 2 

·111i'i dPproadl dra\\. on the ad\;c(" of an earUc-r hi~torian of probatto r("coreL. and of pro\ in-

rn ... burial rrgi len lor Dorch("!;t~r art" m~ .. m't for 1678 17Q"'. Snmr Ullonn.uinn ma~ be glt"ant"d from Bi: hop I 
I r,mr.criplI in whic·h th~ rtlum for Dor(h~tCT [(Ir 11)81-.) 1>I'tihe dlly - lIle r- JUI1r- 30, I bR 11 indudt"s William Urod. 

Sc-co (hfordshirr- I-amil)" Iii lOry Soci"'l) tratl'Criptinn of Dorth~l(·r rt-gistt"n 0) P_G_ and ~I Ikak, 1992, 
\Iajor t"untril,utluIlS to tlus d~bale indudeJ. 'fhink. htlllltlnJ£ Pubq tmJJ I~ts TN llnxWpmntI of 4 (:.tJaJrUF ~.ath 

1ft l~ \fldmr f:rvJmul I{Ha :s_ ~1(Ktndric:k.J Brn..cor and] H F'tumb, IN BITIlt tf 4 (MfSJI1It6 ~. 77w (MImn 

~ W f."""",th_ fJIIIImui 1983, ~ I. Spullum. n. (,,,", &""""'t w II-' f:.,w.t Pdlr CI.,f"N> ..J dW 
"am III tJu /mllh (mhl,., 1984 I .. Wcoatherill. (,(fIISfIINr &ha:iour anti .\IaJmal (lubm," BnJam IMQ /760 tclAA 
H .and i.II \IUI, ~ 1DfIi.~ III 18111 I"naIkry fAgftuuJ \I.JRI) 
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(iill ,hopht'»(>r" David \ 'i.lt'l'Y. H(' has pointed out lilt" ,1H>rlCOmin~ of proiJal(" imTnlOrirs. 
not k.tst len- whaL tht,y lean' OUl. and «:.\tHinned that \\11\ argument from ,ilenfC" h.l~·d on 
proh.l1l' im ('ntoric''1 is c.."xtrcmtiy dang-noli" ('he partkulaf trap ... of rel~;ng on a <;intt"il' ('i\ .. C" 
'of tn',-uinl{ <I" ahnomlal v .. hal \\()uld be tilt" nonn if onl~ \H" look the lwublt' to find l'lumgh 
(·\..\lnpl(·",· ,liT (·mpha"i.,t'C1. :\'01 ... hould .Htc'mion 1)(' paid on I) to tho l' docul11c;nb "jlh 
unmui.uly full dl'laii. Thi ... ..,tud~ do(''i takt· <l ,inglc inn'nlOl~ ~tS its slarting point but h('c:d ... Ihe 
IIC'("\',..,,,I"\ nol\· ... of raUlion .. oundrd hy \ ''' 1'('\ ilnd olh('f'," Brock is lhcr('um' ron,ieh'rl'd at 
1'\11 1,,\(+ .. , iiI"" in the .. cuing of Dor<"iH'!'.ln, it partintlar 1()(,~Hion and .. orial and C'('f)Jlomir 
(-irrum"'lanc e ..... mel "'l~col1(l in rl'iallon 1O otiWf I11l'f('('I'o .mel tfadt'r.. in rarl~ modern Oxf()fd
,hirt', p;1I1inll.lI·h tho ... (' f{11' \\ hom pfoIMt<· HTord ... "un i\-(', 

hr .. t It.'l u ... turn to the in\"{'l1tory of \\'illi<.\m BHKk 

\ I'ruc IIl\"I'ntorit' taken lh(' )'\\('ntie "'l'u'nth day ofJulw in thr f-inl ~t'al of the raign of our 
... o\"(:raign L.ordJamt>s the s('(ond by the Gran' of Cod of Lngland Sl'otlilllU Frann' .1I1c1 lrl'i.U1c1 
King Defendn of lhe failh I'll .\nn[oJ Dom[iniJ 168j of all the Goods Challb and (:.llllt
of \\'[illia1m Brol:k Law of Don ht·,tt·r in lilt C:olllllit' OXOIl ~Inn>r Dt'(Ta't'd and pl,l\, ('d .l' 
fi,lIo\\('lh 

{I. d. 

ImpJrimis] Iii ... \\'aring- .\.ppanill i.mel ~IOJl('\ in hi", pUl (' lIi IO.1l 

It('m In liw Chamber OU."r thr ... hop ollie] ft'allwrhet'd 011 fl'i.HhC'T buhtef thret' re~Hhl'l pillows 
on flork pillm\" on Rug.~ on CO .... ('J'lt·jld on Blanecoat oll.JoYJ1rcllkcdsll'cd with Curtains 
and \'allians si.x Lcmhrr Chair ... two Littlt' Table ... 011 box on pair of ;\ndiron ... on pair 
of Liuk Do,{giron, \\ illt othrr <';01<111 thing lI,iO·L6 

Itt'm In lht' Chambt,!, o\"{'r the Iiall Oil le:'.uhcr beed on flfX-k heed on rug-g- and Conrk.ld 
two fe'ather bolster ... on lkecl'iICad WJiJlh Cunain ... and \'a1ians on Tahle and Cloath 
all \\'aill 'i("oal Chair 1\\0 Trunk'i on Chnl 1"('11 pair of Sheets six Tahir (:Ioi.lth<.; thn't' 
DOLt'n of :\apkin" with other Lin('n I"hl'l'(' ... ih·rr "p'}on'i and a Di,h OA,Ofl,A 

item In tht· Chamber 0\"('1 tht· Bultl'l! on Bc.'('d,trad and 't',lu'n sacb \\ith other I.umhn 
00.1 3. I 

Itt'1ll In till' Hall Two Tablt· ... "'l'aHn JoYlwd ,toolt's tlUl'l' Chai~ onj,Kk '1'\\0 .. pith 011 pair 
of \ndiron ... wilh fin· ... hO\d and rom., ...... two Pail of Hanger .. on pair of Dogiron' on 
gridiron and Toasting Iron \\jth othe'l lumber 01 11,fi 

Itl'l11 In till' Kitching four kittle'i thrcr hra .. s poth fCHIl ",kill(·lts on \\ arming pan two brass 
skil11l1ll'r, on bra!;s 'ipOOIl two hri.l'i'" C;mdlc'ilirks cig-htren Plt']\\trr PlaUt'r" EIr\"C'n 

1>-1._ \,Ihl'\ Pruholl!;" In\"('11I"'1I' .md !Jrn\lIltMI RI,t.III,', in IiII' "WH'u!('('nlh CC'IUUr, III P RidC'n (·d l\ubtJk 
Huard, (lnd th, l"t(Q/ (ommum/'y I (lB."!, tj I I II 

, SC't' c· 11:. I \\ I·.ullt'rill. ~p, ('il. \\ho h.l m.lde IllI" 1I1\.(Jr- mn .. ( C"w'lI,i\l U'o(" (If pmh.llt" 'C"I (lrd" in Ihi t cmllt·c linn 
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Pt'\\ [('r phUl" 1\\0 Pe\\cr [sit'1 t1a~on' 'LX Pl'\\ tn Porin~t"rs on Joyned Cubbard on 
Iron Gr..Ht" \\ith other Lumbc:r 01.01.1 

linn In th(' Buuc'f'\. Three Barrill 1\\0 "'land, t\\'o Tuhh, on Ki\t'r on Ha .. hbowlc> OO.lO.h 

Itt'lll In a Backhou .. (" in Lumber 00.06.8 

11("111 In til(" Shop on Dozen of ordinal) Boy\ ho (. and Tl'n piur of fir.l 110'(" OO.IO.n 
11<'01 on p[ar[l'ill of fine rhret'd tKI,I2,h 
I"'lll on p[ar[cill uf Coullcred Thr('('d 00.13.1 
Itl'm on p[ar[rill of II'hitebrown Thrred OO,IR,G 
Item un p[ar]rill of y.'am and lI'oost('('d 00.05.f; 
It(,111 on Dozen of ordinary Tapes and small rt'mnallb 00.18.0 
Ilt'l11 I \\ () Pap<;r; of Fillileing and a paper of Di«'d Linen OO.Oi.h 
IIcl11 I"\\'o Do/.t'!1 and 1/2 of Red and \\'hitt, '('apr half a Doz('11 ofTwis( and nn p[arJrill of 

opl'n tapt'... 01.08.6 
hnn un plar]cill of 1.A~athrr point'" and on p[arJ(·iIJ of u-aLiwr Lin-s and rtu("ad Laces 

OO.M.1i 
Itl'm on p[ar[rill of mail books (XI.12.ti 
Iu'm f(mr [)ozl'n ofpin'\ and od remnanb OI.OI.h 
Item ~1(Jr(.' in Iht, Shop on ,mall p[ar[('ill (JIIl~n on p[arJrill of Rice on ... mall p[arJrill of 

pl.'pper with orhrr spices 00.1 h.H 
Ill'm On ,mall p[,Ir]rill ofl\"ritfin~ Pap''' 1I0.m.1i 
Itt'm III I lOll \\.itt'" and Brand, OO.I:tl 
Item On p[ar]eill of Candle, . OO,O·l.h 
Item On 'mall p[ar[eill of Starrh 00.06.8 
Item In Treade 00.02.1 
Item On p[ar]rill of White '<lit 01.111.1; 
Item On p[ar]eill of Brown Sugar 1.01i.! 
IIl'01 On p[ar]rill 01".\11001 on p[ar]rill ofpitdl and on p[ar]rill ofTarr 00.16.8 
Item on prarlrill of BIl'\\l)()tl'> on ... mall P[arl('ill or '\plTklt:d Cup ... and a p[arlrill of Becrgi<l" .. t'S 

1111.111.1 
It(,m six Rl'mnanl ... of r('fff'lt Rihhon f(lur of I art'llfY .md thrn' of COllen 
I u'm half a Duzen of Beehives 

00.1 h.l; 
00.111.11 
00.11.1; 
01.01.6 
00.Ob.8 
o 1.00.1i 
00.11 1.11 
OO.fn.b 
OO.IIl.fi 
OO.I.U 
Ol.lo,li 

Item I \\0 Remn.lnl of Sacking 
It(,m on p[arJ<:i1l or Earthen \\'an' 
Ill'm on Oatmeal '\Iill 
llt'ITI on Iron Beam \\ith scrue ... \\'('i~hlS and ~lt-.lsllr(·" 

lu'm on ... mall plarj("i11 or Balls and 2\rtb 
Item On p[ar]lill of Oatmeal 
lU"m On Bra ....... .\ 1011('r and JX'stilt· 

hem In :\a)1r ... or al ..,011.., 

lteTll nn P('("C(' and a Rl'mnant of hra.\{· 

O,f(mL hire Arrhin", ~IS. lI'ill, Pee li5/S/'j 

[Total L.J.+ 0.', U[ 

John Buckland I Pral ('I' 

lI'illiam Kel'n I 
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HrCKk's inn·nto' ..... '') an imp{'rf('cl ... ourct' Till' LotaJ \'alue has to be prodded. Compared \\ith 
ollwr publi"}l('d ('xamples and liorne of lll(' manu\(Tipl invcntories referred to for Oxford ... hire, 
lilt' cil-'i(Tipliom of '1lock la k detail. ~o \\iII or probate.· <lrcoum sun'j\'es to complf'm('nt lht" 
C'\',dn1C(' hert", \0 infonnation on debts and uedilS oWt"d and O\,,;ng [0 Brock i ... 3\ aililbl('. 
Ilowl"\l'r. lilt' hi"wnan'" lot i ... to \\ork \\ith imlX'rfl"fl data and, ha\'in~ ark110wkd{{('d thf'S(" 
K.lp"', lhl'rC fnni.lin') much \"aluable information, both within the in\'C'ntof) and in "'ourrt's 
\\hkh l'an be linked to it. 

Brcxk JiH'd over the ,hop. I tis hOlIliC had six room-;. hall, kitrhen, bUltt'fy and liUCt' up"lairs 
( hamber'), phi'" it ... hop and a 'barkhou ... t"· f(,r storage. I his place'i him amongst the 'housdlOlds 
01 middle fank' idl·ntified by Lorna \\'«, .. HhtTili from hl'f .. ample of ~mf 3,:300 im'cnwrie!i as 
lla\'ing hous('s with between three and ~ix ro()m~,h The prescnce offireirons indicates fireplaces 
ill the chamber over thc shop (this and lilt' val ue and ('xu'nl of the furnishings suggest this 
W<.l' the best hedroorn , and in thc hall ,\ .. ,here tiw fireplace for cooking s('ems to be locau'c1 . 
BrfKk's hOll .. l·hold belon~ngs SU'{~l'st a deltf('(' of ('omfon but the only hint of luxury 'tood ... 
i, tht, thr('c ,il\'('r 'poons, Other indicatoN I)f <.;ophbticalcd consumption, such ~ cloc'l" pit-
tufes, looking gh'ises and other sil\"er\\an:, are absent. L'nlike 'iorne tradc'imen Bro<-k duC's not 
.. t'('m to ha\'c kept a horse, nor did he, like other of his ncighbours in Dorchester, lann as 
well as running another bu"in(''i'', 

The slo('k li~.ted in the Don-hc,tl'r shop is \'aried bUl spaf"ie. This variety bt'ars out Val.,('y's 
condll"ion that, in Oxfordshire, the 'rncfc(,N were the It'ast 'lX"cialised of all thr "ihopk('(·pt.'I'S\ 
till'ir 'itock containing many kind", of doth, haberdcuhery ~uch as thrrad or ribbons lI"-'d in 
m,j\kin~-up or decorating gannellts, a few n'ady·rnade c1othrs, "orne hardware and houst'hold 
Koods, grocery itcms, and \Orne simpll' I1wditin{'s.4 In rertain respects Brock's stock mirrors 
this general pictufe. A strikin~ exception is the almost total i.lb"ence of the ri<:h array of dirferellL 
fabrics found in most mercer-;' inventories. By fontra"il many haberda .. hery items appear, if 
nut of an exoti( or expensiyt· kind, tog{'liwr with read)-·rnade hose (an item needing frrquent 
r('placement!. Joocbtuffs and spirit!<i. There are blue POlli, sJX'ekled cups, beer glasses and eart h
enwal'(,. As \\/t"'l1 as writing paper lhere i .. a parcel of 'small books', those 'cheap littl(' papt'r
backs' ranging from 'smaJl godly books' to '''imall merry hooks', ballads and stories \ .. hich, 
thanks to the work of ~largarC'l Spufford, ( Wt' now k.J10\\ to ha\'e been widely a\-clilablt' in 
17Ih-ct'nLlIl) England. Finally there are till' less predictablr items, the beehives and th(' balls 
<lI1d nets. 

If the goods stocked have the varielY of a gencral shopke('per then their quantities ar(' ,n1il.11. 
.\lthollgh the measures (notably the 'pan'ills', arc \'ague th(' individual and tmal \"alu(' .. (,(1I1Iil111 

thiS, \t £+4 (is. 'ld, Brock's im'entol)' is worth strikin~ly le'is than those of(ol1lel11pofa~ nlTaI 
mercers like l'imolhy Bi~all or Deddington 168-1 "ilh £ I:! I 25. 3~d., William Ro'c or Kcn
,Oll 1680 wilh £-187 8.1. 7d .. or Thoma, Woodrouf. or l..amboum, Ikrkshirr 1695 wilh 

Sc.-c t.g. D.(. \ ,li ). '.\ Chdrlbur"\- .\I('rrer's Shnp', ()\ IfIJnIlUl, xxx. ItH>tI , 107 16; rh.apm('n's im,'('ntorit'\ prin!C'd 
in \1 Spufford, op, eil. Il9-235. 

, Wtathnill. op. de b. Her ~;Ullplt' orill\'{'nt()ri{'~ i dr.lwil rrom Kent, II Jmpshire, CilinbridKf~hire. the north-tiN. 
Ih(' lIonh-\o\ot"t, Staflordshirt'. Cumbria. and London "Imost 3,000 iovc'mories;, wilh a furtlwf :JQO from lit(' Court 
ui ()rphan~ in the' Cil~ of London. 

Ihid. 20 ~ 7 
St-r t'".Il;.John \ndrt· .... ,. innh(}ldrf ull)on:ht'"'>tC"r, \\ho in Ib40 h.ld .u'"hle' holdin~ producing whr.a!. odt. pc'a (' 

.md b.trlr.,. hrmp ground, and it tanhou,l"''''' .... (:"11 a'l hi~ inn Oxfurchhirr- \rchives, \IS. \\'iU~ Proc 65/1111 12 
'-.lio;('}" 'Probalt" lu\'('ntori('. and Provincial Rtot.lil!T'I, \05 7 
M Spurrurd. ,\ 111 &xIU and l'utlJ4'11 IJulonIl Mlpu14r F"tum anti 11.1 Rrddmlll/J III Snlf7ltnnth 'ffll114ry bwUuuJ IqHl, 
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£244 5,. Od. Of his inventory \·a!ue. 12.100 is accounted for b\ Brock's clothes and ca,h in 
hi pU"'". -10.1 " by household belon~!r'. and ~7.5'" by ,hop ~oo<b. The hi~h proponion 
of inventory value tied up in the business of economically anivc t('stators is a conshtent f("ature 
armis period. Here- a~ Brock's -1-7.5°0 seem low compart"d ",,"ith near comemporaric:') like 
William Rose. 69.300 of "hose wealth "a.s in ,hop ~oo<b and 'the ,hoppe booke'. \\-tlliam 
Brock' 1O\"fmttlry (rib u a ~ deal about hi!; hoU',c: and .. hop suitgestin~ a \ .. ide-rdn~n't 
gcnrral prO\"ision of items for which demand , ... ·ould Ix- of a local and day-to-day kind. It also 
lea\'~ w. with questions, nOt least about the modest )("\"el" of sto(:k, to which Brock's ramil) 
circumstance!; and selling in Dorchel:iter may hdp prO\'idr answers. 

The Brocks were not a long-established Dorchester family. \\'illiam was neither baptised 
nor married there. The surname appears in the parish registers from 1644, \\-;th entri!?s con(:rn
trated in the following fifty years and relating principally to the christenings of children of 
j ohn Brock and of William Brock." It is likel) thaI the ji.mily was centred on the nearby 
\"ilIages of Toot and ~[an;h Baldon and were of yeoman stiltuS. 11 A bond. sur\'i\;n~ amon~t 
\Villiam Brock \ probate papers. g1\·es his wif("'s name as Ann ... On 15 cplember 1663 a 
William Brock married Ann Cawket at Toot Baldon. and on 3july 1664- john. son of\\ 'illiam 
Brock, was baptised in Dorchester. John \V3S buried there on 8 Jul}" 1664, \\ith the bapti::.m~ 
of another son. Hermes. and a daughter. l)oroth,. following in 1666 and 1671 r.specti\·el). 
This rna} han~ been 3 re-marriage for \\'illiam as the Dorchester baptismal register reft.·n, to 
three earlier Orrt;pring of \ Villiam Brock, sons \ \'illiam 1652 and Roger '1658 and daughter 
~tar)" 16.:>31• The absence ofa bapti<1;mal dilte and the I>o .... ibilil)" of more than one marria~( 
make any estimate of \"\'ilIiam's age at death difficult. but it is likely that his invcntory rdlecls 
the slale of his business in his old age. From the ab .. e-Ilce of ref("rence\; to younger Brcx:ks or 
to other mercers in Dorchester in the years immediately following his death it seem ... the 
business W35 not handed on. The relatively tffU1!'.itory nature of the Brock mercer's bu .. ines .. 
was not unusual in early modern Oxfard~hire. Eighry~lwo mercers in 29 places outside Oxford 
left probate records during the period 1516 1800. ". Whilst some places had several mercers 
during this time, very few shopkeeping dynasties, such as the Johnsons of \Voodstock. emrrge. 

Historians of small towns in the early modem period have commcmed on the influentia1 
role played by mercers in their communities. For example, in Relford (r\"ou.s., mercers invested 
heavily in propeny in and out of the town and dominated civic governm("nt throu~h lht, 
corporation. I In Dorchester there were no corporate or guild structures [Q deter emerpri<1;lng 
incomers or to provide a focus far local clites. It is inter("sting to find \ Villiam Brock as a 

Timothy Bignal\: Oxfordshir~ Arehi\."N. MS. W.II:o. Oxon. 771'1.125; \\illiam RO\<": Oxfonhhin" .\rchl\ts. \fS. 
Will Oxon. 8.513128; Thoma. Woodrouf~: &rhhiN- RN-ord OITK·r 01 \ 1/1·J9/Ua. I 0\'0C'" thli 1a.\1 ~frrnu t' to 
tht' Iundnr of Julit' hunltv.-orth 

'OorchMitrr pari\h rt"gisten ~ notr 1 aOO\.e ("ontain 15 bapli.\mai rnlriN for Brotb between Ih44 71. 1301 
\\hich rrlatr to John .and William. ThMT aJT 7 burial bt-t\\rt'n 1653 and 1708/9 and 2 m~s in 1693.a.nd 1774 

'A Dorchrner baptismal ('ntry of 1653 refers 10 WiIli.lm Brock of HaJdon. Th~ paridl rtgbteT) for tout and 
Mal"lh Baldon :oit't lranllt"ripu in Qxfun:Wiirc Archi\'M romain 33 and 15 Brock t:ntr~ rC'l>pt"cU\elv for lh~ 17th 
century. Ret"Orru for th(" manQr of Manh BaJdon indudr Ir;ues to I1ltmbt-n of the Brock famil~, dnnibc-d as veom('"n. 
in the pericxl 1605 79 Ox.rorcbhir~ Archivcs, Wil/)()(il2 1 \\i.1I/i/17,521 

It Qxf(,rcbhire Arern\.·". ~IS. Wills Pre. 65/513. 
, I)Qrehwt:r pari~h rcpte" '~ nOl('" I above. 
It Bast-d on occupational indr'"x('3 to probat(' m::ord" ofOxfom hire jl<'1ulial"l 1536-1831 and to ~IS. ',,"ill Chon. 

1733 1800. at Oxford!hire An:hi\.~, and on E... Chf"lo"lle and 0 \I Barratt, PtoIJdM &axis oj IN CwTtJ oj dtt BulruJl 
IUld ~rcNitdtDlloj(hfordI5161732.vol\. i.a.ndii Brit. Rt'(" Soc. 1981. 1985. 

, 0 M.m::ombt-, &gIi.sJI. .~ T ..... lift. &tfonI 1520 164"1 19111) 105, 125 
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('hun hwarckn in 16 i-l,18 a mark of his "t.uus but in a 'ictling different from the ba\(".., in lan~(· 
Im\ n .. of m .. l1lY I11l'fC('rs. 

Donh(· ... lt'r in lht" hut, lith cenlUl) ha .. hct'n dr'\('"ritx'd as 'rarner larger than the an'ra~t" 
'illage and appt'.lrs to han" bc:t:n a markt( 1O\\l1'}9 The notion that Dorchester \\ as a markt'l 
town i a pt"Ni «'m ont'. 110\\,('\ cr, dt.· ... piu.· 'iomc' tnpographkal hints of a markt"l plan>,
Illt'1l1l01l of.a g'uildhalJ, and referencr ... in st'rond~u) hi~lori('s LO fonner market..s I('.g. in 1847. 
'The mark .. ·, ha' lon~ lX'en di .. conlinucd. bUI then:' is still an annual pleasure-fair on Lastc."r 
l lu· ... ci.ly' - , no finll ('\'icknc(' of an aui\"{" market cll1rrgrs. It is not mentioned by 1.A.'land Of 

,uu:l's..,in' .1I1tiquarian visitors. who fOn<.t'ntratt' on Dorfht'ster's pcab or imponann' in UlI' 
pn'hi ... wrir, Roman and Saxon p(·riod ... and l>croft' the- remm·al or the episcopal 'ICC rrom 
1)01"(:11<'Sl<"1" to Lincoln in Lht' 1070s, Richard Blome 1673) characterised I)orchelitrr a ... " , , 
.1 1 0\\ n fc)nneriy or 1110r(' nOll' , .. yct as Ixint:{ t.;('att'd on thc Road ,although it hath no 
~ larkl't. i., well li'cC)ucmed, hadnt:{ 1il'vt'Tal I nns and llous('!\ or Entcnainmem .. .',11 J urisdir
tiol1all) l7th-ct'll(ul) Dorchc.,u."r was nlll b~ ib parish vcstry and by Inanor courts, with no 
rererencc to a market chartt'f, ll1a~or or ('orporation, EnmomicaUy it \Va", ~cen, in 1728, at.; 
'il poor to\\ 11 without any manner or tr~ld<.· nor lik('l~ much to impro\"C·:l. Ralhrr Dorrhestrr 
fUIll"lionrd as a prcdominantly agricultural pari ... h with tht: ... peeial raClOr or a major road from 
Londoll superimposed. Thili was tIl(' economic context \\ ithin "hich \\'illiam Brock ran hi!'. 
.. hop and" hich spelt somt' prosp<.>rit~, ir nm urban status, ror Dorche:-,ter in the 17th C('ntury 

rIll' \;lIage \\as a larg-e onc. Population ('!\timatc ... ror 1662 based on Ht'arth ('.LX rctum~ 
,mel 1676 ·bas("d on the Compton CC'll\lIS pmdu("{' 101a1!<' of 395 and 465 rC!\p<'Clin'ly. B) 
comparison, in 1676 ~ l a.Nh Baldon\ C'\timatcd population was 162 and foOt BaJdon's 102. 
Surviving dOln(,su(' buildin~ show thai Dorch<.· ... ler in thc 17th (·cntur)" wali both prosp('rou'i 
('l1ough and \ufficiel1lly aware or new house plans and fiLLin~ to build or rebuild extensi\"('ly, 
rhcl'c is cirar 't'\ldence or nrw hous(' [~ll('S ap(X"arilH~ to mt'et the chan~ng domestic rc:quin'

I1Wllh of the tinll' and suggrstin' oj" ;l("fumulal('d c:i.lpital being a\'ailable ror in\"('stmrnt in 
huilding in the early 17th celllury:'· Int('J'rstingly both rural and urban stylcs occur. 

Th is lISC 0(" a rural building type is seen ill thr <tcloption or the lobby entry house, using ,t 
drtadwd sit('. Su("h buildings made Lheir app('arann' on DOl'chrster High Slrrel, \\-herr the~ 
"'t'''Tei as f;lnnhouses to holding\ in Ill<'" fi('lds sun·ounding the vi llage. This land~capt" indudcci 
large open fidd~ and ('ommons to the north .... orne open field ... and meadow ... to the soulh and 
"outh-l'asl and a.r('.LS or t'nciosure m·arest 10 Dorrhestcr iLS('lr. Farming was mixed, with C:\lcns
i\"f' ar"blc. In\"(,llIones re~larly ('ontain rrr(Tt'IlC(,S to h<.'mp-wowing, Land O\\Ill'p,hip wa ... 
dominated hy two manorial ntat(' .... belonl{in~ to til(' Beni<.·s, earh or . \bin~don and tht' Ft"lli-

I:!h. 
J (.J/. (h ft. \ii. IA. 

I h. RI>eI"dl ~'d 1Ii.lltlnf TOMU Ul (hftlldlhlff I'ln lin. $.,l\ HI Ih(' str("rl paw·nl. 'It 111.1\ haH' uril{in,\lrd ill 

till' 1·.I(h· lnt'di.·\ al p('"nnd in an .uwmpt In Inuud a hllmu~h ,lIld tlw r('m,lIn~ ot a 'mall trid.Ill{Ular marl;.('1 pl.lt ('" "0\\ 

p,lnl~ huilt (J\(.r. (·,1Il liliLM di {·('"nwd \\t·,1 IIf Ihe' ,thhn I(,II(,~" 

If. I/. ()vlll \ Ii. II. till' t"ilrl nf \hinl(don's 1"',1.111' .11 ("Ount'l lill" lUi I n'r!'r 10 the- It".l.,inl( of tht Guildhall, 
1>01<111" !C'r. "lIi(1I \\.~ ntinnll~ and In bt !"('huih Hudl \IS )"up. O"nn. it 18S (I' I O\\t,thi..., 1"('"frr('I1(- In thr I;.lI1dn 
of 7\1.1\1 .. Chnill 

}I "I Offill /)mdllF) ,if O~ft.lf(bhtl( I fU 7 21 7 I 
Ri( hard Uinnl('. Bntonnl4: Dr Q (~Q,.hu(/J 1)( "p' ." of 1M lun#luml oj HnglanJ. ScotWnd otuiltrianJ I bH. ISC). 
nodi \IS 1'01'. Chon (. ·ml f 18. 
P R.n. J. I 7q/lhll.")01. quol('"o 111 J".( 11 ()tCII \;i. tH,\ Whilrman C"d • T1tt (,411lpltm {.4AtJ of /6ili:.1 {nltem 

1-01/1011 Urll .. \1 ddt·lll, R('nlrti- elf "ilK .Inri I A 110. 111,t., 11 . " IIIHII 4211.·' hl' nWlh<KI .. nt" t: lilllaliOIl \i'>(.'d .1(' thu~' 
rI. nlK"d in \1 Dr"kr l/'llfINo} J)"'IDK'IIf'J!, ProhltJfll and 1't¥tJ 01X'n l'ni\"('Nit\ COUNt' Dl4:II, t'ml fl. IQ7i, 82 

\1 \In ·1)"Tllr"tk Ruildm\('lnlh(·\·iIL,gr 1ll.J (.I)j,I;."nd I R(l"ln (""(h fMdK.skr~t4t.It(j l')R,) !)~ 
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place', BOlh were ab"enu."c landlord ... and Dorche le( wali chararteri .. ed by large numbers of 
... mall ilnd tne-dium· jl.f·d tenanted holdin~. - ~li(:hac:l J-Ia,;ndt:n h~ concludro that the rural 
cconom~ of Oxforcbhire enjoyed a lime of ~l'm'ral pro ... perity between 1580 and 1640, with 
the- wralLh of the aH'ragt> husbandman risin~ b~ around 1\\ () thircb. bUl that life wa:, Ie ... s 
prosperou'!t 111 the follo\\;ng years, 16-1-0 1730. rhe exception to this tfend ,,,'as the area in 
\\hit'h Dorchester 13). l;Qut.h Oxford .. hire, the " ak o[Oxford and the Chiherns. \\here acn· ... ' 
to the Londun markc.'l by water route ... cu .. hiol1rd any fere ,ion. ",u"'lainin~ arable production 
and produdng a ... hift to \\heat and pul'\Cs a\\ay from barlt'\" 2fI 

As \\ell a. .. being: in a relati\'ely weU-to-do agricultural an'a, Dor(he~ter had another .. ourec: 
of wraith, the main road from London LO Oxford, \\'on.:estrr. Gloucester and South \\'ale" 
carried ilun the \'lUage o\"('r the river 'rhame by tht, bridge at lht' ... outhern end of the \'illa~(', 
Again local buildings reflret the resultin,l{ \'.:ealth ancl influence~. ~Iany along Lhe High Strt"('t 
are uriMIl in character, notably the inns, which wert' thri\;ng in Brock's time. An innholder"" 
inH'lllo'1 of 16 .... 1 "as worth no le ... s than £718 +1. 2d. and rrfeN to an extension to lhe inn, 
'the hith('r nt'\\- lod~ng'.~ The George, \\nite I L.lrl and Bull Inns aU shO\\ e\·idrl1ce of 17lh~ 
century buildio~ or f<.'furbi .. hment. .\ s ~Iakolm i\il~ rnmments, Don'hester's buildin~ demon
stratt" 'thai good quality timber-framt"d buildulg"> \\;th o-.(eotatious fenestration and prominent 
chimnn (arb \\cn' being buill for fa ... hionable ritizt'n\ in tht, rarh 17th (entur\", It al ... o indi
cate, a It'n·1 of pro~pt'rity that Wa!) able to am,rd both intricate (·~n·ed decoration and la\ i!'th 
C]uantitit', of window gla'is.' Despite thC:' overia\ of fa.shionilb)r brick and rendering whi h 
was applit'd 10 m.my timber-framed Dorchester buildin~ in 'Ihe boom years of the 18th 
centu~' I it is appart"nt that the \illagc.· had ('xIX'rienced a rrl,lli\'r1y broad-bast'd pro'ipl'ril~ 
in tht- "n'noding- l"t'ntury. The road play('d a m~,jor role in (hi" bringing goods, PO')I. id(' .. L<;. 

ne\\ ... tra\rllt,rs and th('ir busines .... People from lht' neighbouring ~u·ea mu-.t aho han' bt'(·n 
drawn lhr!"(' for a vant'ly of reasons ,1-", for eXilmple, in a )att'r diary, the RCH'[cnd jeUlW-. 
:\'c\\'ton of Nuneham Courtenay recorded, on 12 t\iarrh 1760, ' ... rode LO Dorch('ster & lelt 
a Letter there for Polly & bespokt~ i\ails for my Landau .' 

Thu, Bro(-k's busin('ss could draw, for cu\tom('rs. ,upplie" of goods and outside contacl'i 
likel\" to fOSler nOlion~ of fashion and ronsumptinn, on bOth Dorrhestcr's local agnuian (,COIl
omy <lnd lht' viliagr\ role as a thoroughfare pla(T. It is to th(' \\'idn picture of .. hopkeeping 
and trading in Oxfc)rd"ihire, of which Brofk was <.lisa a part, that we now turn. 

II 

One hundrt'd and th1rt(,CI1 mercer.; an' rc.·cordt'd in the probate.' ('ourts of tht' archdcacollef), 
(onsistory and pt'fuliars of Oxforclshirr b('l\\'{'c'n 151 (j and ) BOO. Thirty-one of LllC'ie, tlw 

r.f/l (}lutf. vii, H 51 
~L\ 11.l\;nd('"n, Ill(' RuraJ I::C:-onom) ul ()xl(,rd~llIr(" t'lBn 1730' Oxrord l'ni\ unpuh\. I),Phil. Ih"i~ ilfhl 

BOOl. 1\1S. IU .. u d. R1i9. 
a Oxrurd hir,. \nhi\c-~ \IS, "ills Pt"c hV1I1I 12. Tllt" prohauo pap'n urJ .. hn \ndrt-\\ th,. ('"kin innhnlcl,.r 

of Oordt( I,.r, include a "ill n:-krrinlt tc,I four .ns and 11\-"t' d.sught('"n. and t\\() imrmuria, the fir~1 \alul.'d al £Yll 

14r Hd. Iht' IIrHlOd at £718 If U. 
- \1 ,\ir ,lip. C"ir tiS. 
II Ibid. (ill 

G.II.lIlnolh M 1'1" fHUTIR1I~. IhI/Jim) ojllll Oljl1rtillll" IUdor, 7ama 'm/Oll ~f 'Undram (hflTtnr4"I 171{/ 
86 11J!12 fJt. 

n(~c 1ft alX)\"'t" It Mtould lX' IlOlNi Ut.tl \\hibt manv lusttlrian rommonh rrft'r to pt"rind I)('~nnlllg .:m(( 
("nding Ul the mid 17th C"fnlUI"\ or thr stCond quaner of !lIt 18th (1'"ntun a paltMTl reinforced In lh~ ins«aJK"t"' hv 
tht' arrangt"mt'nl of lli('" probal(" rt"("ords, tJw rnllluo't pans \;m. buth ill numhcor of \ran and t.ht- ralr of un.;, al 

of prohalc rrrords. 
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T\BU. I IIERCERS I' OXFORD'>HIRf 1511r1800 B.\SED 0' PROBATE RECORDS 

151h Ib40 IMI 1732 1733 1800 "' fila] 

\ddrrbuJ'\ 
Sampton I 2 
n.mhuJ'\ h {, 12 
Ukr'trr 2 2 
Bn.lc· :\ortnn I I 
Burlom I 2 I 7 
Charlhul) 2 3 5 
Chippint;t '\orton :1 2 5 
(:rnprf"dy I I 
I)rddington '1 I 
I)c)lXhr~t('r I 
,Churth) Enstone I 
Eymham I 
Hrnlry-on-111amM 2 
Iinok :\"onon I 
IbMonr I 
"-rncott I 
Kadlington I 
Kidlington & Klrtlin~on I 
~f ihon-undt'f-Wych ..... ood I 
()xford pari"h ump«ififfi' I 10 3 17 
Oxford, St \Iar) :\1&lgdaJrn' I I 
Oxfurd •. \U Sainb' :l I 
Oxford, Sl Michad' I 1 
Oxford. St Martin' I 2 
Oxford. St PNrr East' 2 1 
Oxford. St Prter 8ail~" I I 
lJpprr) Tadm,tnon I 
.\l('w) Thamr :1 j 

Shutlord 3 3 
St.mrlJakr 2 2 
Stamon Harrourt {Sutton: I 
Sl("cple Aswn I 
\V.ulin~on :1 I 
Wiw('y 3 3 h 
Woorutock \Nr'W' 2 6 q 
\\' oow to( k Old I 

J uta! 5> 38 20 113 
• Oxford: total 31 

largest single concel1lration, were III Oxford. The remainder \vere spread lhroughout the 
fOUllty. 

Only Banbury, outside Oxford, .. ached double fi!(Ures ,,;th 12. Woodstock, Burford, 
""itney, Charlbury and Chipping Norton, all in the north and weSl of the county and all 
market towns, had 5 or morc mercers. Market (Owns in the soulh of the county, ""allington, 
Thame and Henley, had relatively few. Smaller numbers of mercers were also found in 
declined tOwns, like Deddington, and in some villages, like Dorchester. Only in Oxford, Bur
ford and Woodslock are mercers found in each period belween 1516 and 1800. During lhe 
earlier period 55 mercers are recorded in 21 places, from 1641 10 1732 38 appear in 14 
places, and belween 1733- 1800 lhere are 20 mercers in 9 places. rhe geographical distribution 
of mercers is shmVll in Fig. 1. 
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I-rom 1111'. I11il", of general inf(mnation p.trtirular atu'ntion ha~ been paid 10 other IlllTU,:rs, 

\\ho likc,' BrfKk, \\trc opt:rating ulIl-.;ide tht' large 10\-':11\ of Oxforcbhire in the 1680 ... , \\'ithin 
tiu- nmfint· .. of Ihi.'1 article on(" ~Udl mcrrn. i"imOlhy Bi~;:tll of Deddin~on, ha~ lx·tll dlO .. t·n 
Ii-.r mOf(: (!t-t,lilt'd compari.l;on \\jth Broc:k, 

Bignall\ inn·nt0r: \\a'i t'xhibitt'd at tht proh.llt· court in 1(;84. tht· ytar hefofc that of RrcKk . 
• 1Ild totallcd [: 111 2.1. 3~d. H Thi .. place .. him in thc ran~c" of inn'ntoI) \'alues, thrtt' to four 
hundred pOllnd .. , rharaCleristi(: of his plTr". ,,!though not, .l" \\t' havc "ct'n, of Brock. Bignall 
0lwr.ltl'd in north Oxfi)rdshire in a drdine'd markl,t to\\I1, lying at tht" rro .. sroads of imp on ant 
1"O.ld" from Oxford (0 Banbur~ and BucklJlg-h.Ull to Chipping :":orton , , .. ith an ("rnnol11~ in 
\\ hi( h op('n fidd lilrming. alhl'flu'C' landowllt· ..... pro'lpcrou.. local frec"hold and tt'nant f.lrmn .... 
trade" and innkeq)ing- all featured. Loe-al gon'rnlnent '''is ('()I1duncd through manor ('ourls 
alld parish 'TSll,) , Dedding-ton Wd\ lart{r)" than Dor('hc" ~!(T, with a population probahly 
(':X("('c'ding 1,000 in thc latr 17th n'ntUf\'. ' L nlikc' DorchrstlT, but like mhl'r W'H1S and Yill'l~l·" 
in north and 'n· ... t Oxford"hir('. r('li.~ous di .... ('1lt was strolll.~ in D("ddin~OIl, TimOlln Bi~lilll 
ha ... IX'(,11 idrnliflt"eI'~ (l.!) appt.'aring befc>rt· tilt.' afdlClraum \ COllrt for n()nn)l1fnmlit~ in 168 I 
,mel hi ... hou..t, was licemed ali a Prl'"b) Il'fian n}(,c',tin~ plar(' in 1672. 

Iii ... imTntory \\as apprai."c·d b~ 1\\0 gc"ntirmc'l1 from Chipping ~onon and a Deddil1t{ton 
('orowainer. rhn listed 16°0 of the inn'ntnl)- \'aluc' {199 as dcbl-; O\\('d to Big1Mll. IIi ... 
hou ... (> had 1(>tIr rooms pl~ a ('('l1ar, a linlt· room .md hi ... shop but his hou,chold ~(x~l, rq>
II' t'flted only 5°0 of lhe \·aJUt', Com in the h.lm 'Ug~l''''b 'iorne farmin~ but thl' imt't1wl,) 
.. 110'" rr ouret's (onn'mratrd abO\t' all on till' ,Itop busim' ,. Bi~alI\ s[(xl nm ... to 64 (·mri(· ... 
dominatcd by a \,ide variNy of doth in larl.(' quantities, c·.g:, 186 ) ard-; of narro\\ \\oolll'n 
doth, 238 yard" of serg-e, 22 ~ar(1s of (rtope, I \cuds of 'lwngaJl', 77 yards of flannd, ,\ .., ill 
Brock's ')hop thrr(' were halx·rda .. hel) item .. , l' .g, bUllOIl!\. IHH)k.... and t:)'c"S. rard.s and pill"i. 
,wd ()frc.·ad~-mad(' ilcms onl\' h(N'. Finally Ilwrc' W('fC a-';"ion(·d ilems likr hom comb .... randlt-s. 
hfalldy. plums, furrants. soap, "'Pl("(' and book ... to the \'<-1.lu(' of £2. Bignall\ ... hop had a ("()untt·r . 
... 11('1\-('5 and two thairs, Likc Broc'-k. Bi.l.."na ll had thr('e sih-cr lipOOns. but also .1 siln'r fUP and 
a bridle and a ... addlc for a hor ... e. Thl' hig clint'r('l1rcs h<'tw(,{,11 Brock's business and thilt or 
hi-; J)eddington contemporary alC the absl'nn' or a full .. tork of filbrics and of thc dl'bt .. and 
crt'<iits lhat 'H·nt \\ith a fUITl'Iuly actin 111('r(Tr\ (,IHt·'1>ri"l'. Bcyond this lhcr€' is I11uth to 
IIldirate til(' simii'lr rang-c or rnmmodilil" oiT('I"c"d to ti1('ir (·usLOmer... and Lhl' role of ITI('I'f(·r... 

.1'" gennal shopkc"l'Pl~f"i. 
110\\('\'('1'. g()in~ to \\'illialll Brock's ,hop W.lS only Ollt' of the \\ay .. in which hi"i pOH'llti,ll 

rU"'WIll('r-; ('ould buy goods. P('rmam'l1t ... hop ... lOok their plan' ~llon~id(' markt,ts. lair, ,wd a 
r.II1~t' of itil1('rant traders rhapml·n. ha\\-hn •• md p('(tl~\n. '1"i "oure-t', uf purrha'(· .... Inli lr
matum on tlw 2j rhapmen .11'0 I{)und in Oxf(u·d,hirt· prnb,HI' record has tht"r<"i()rt· htTI1 
.Idckd 10 I'i~.l. ~Iar~ret Spufi()rd ha ... c~tlkfl d1.lpllH'n tilt, 'llwrct'1'i or tlH' poor' '\ ith "UK b 
(hie'fly of H·xtik .... habc.-rda ... hery ilnd f('afh-l11.lCk clothing- .K("e,<.;orics. Tht:) wert' 01 kq pilrt 
of the distribution network. tran'lIin~ on fj)()1 or horwhal'k 'in the manl1er of a pnipalt'lir 
\'iIIagc' .. hop·V! ~\I1d often 'Clung- up tl 'tall olllt1<lrkt'l or nlilt'l" (Ia~"i. 'finanu'd and fumi .. hnl \\ilh 

goods hy bi~~l'r tr,ld(',men from Oxford or .1 1H'.lrby hlr~t· 111\\ 11.' SOInl htT.un(' ,11OJ>kn'pill~ 

(hliJr(l~hili' \nhi\l'~, ~IS. \\"ill, (hOIl, 771'J.12·, 
S'T !lnh" II .II)()\.' \\'t'at!wrill ( fUmn &htz :ICoIr •. .'flU II, IT.KII, .1 ~imil.lr ('ondu~inn b,I'-("{i (111 111'1 Imh III 

UI\I'lIInr\ \,IIUr§ Inull ,.thrr an'.~ 
I (/I f)"1I/t x., HI 1111. 
\1. (:l.lpilhl)1I ('(I 1111hr>p fdlmd \1fII ,"'-/lJrmtl'l {).R.S hi ·",72 
spunord. ("ffl( Rr lothlll!t . .:'Ill Spuff, II d. \'/,ntJ,U Iltd..., lind I'kaJ III/ I" tu 110. 
\ .Ii'i('~, 'jln,I>.I\I' 11I\1·nton('-. .1Ilt! PUI\ilUl.;,1 R""III.·r'\· Ill:;. 
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chapnlt"n. \\ith ~, pt"nnanem ba~ allc)\\;ng thc'm to add )t' , portable gOO<b. like e;rocen and 
alcohol. to their offering'S. Spufford empha'i e" that tra\ rllin~ dl<\pmen of lhe 17th ("('ntUI1 
\\t'n' '01 \('11 highl~ mobile e;roup'. JU~l hO\\ l110hile ,hc' ilIustratt'~ b\ a cast.' im'oh-ing an 
OxfclJ'd hire dtap\Hllnan which i~ worth quoling in fulL 

III I ''In. \1.11""\ Pru!\W"r 1)1 \cklerbu,", (lxlur&Jurt- .... as rX.iunim·d 1 ... lurr "'It J.I01('"5 \ hln. J. P RN:f.Irdc-r fnr 
l)un.rt \"''"' ......... a dl<lp""Omdn marrird to a shjp"'ngiLl. ,Uld mothcT III it !IUII 1,1t! t-IIuuRh 10 w.kt": f;:h~ (>1 a 
hune' She had pm},.lh) .. O)ri1!inall~ (Ome frHm \\"rUiord. in Ikrl hll'(' umJ had d ~i'>trr frum WelUord !r.ing In 

\ddcrbul""\ ~·..mlU1R: tu In.;Il,. bon(··IM('" lrom a I.! tt'"r-in-I.m ~hr ..... ith hrr hu ham!. ht'r -.on. and 1)("1"" lac("'malmg 
bIrr. V'I 011 from \ddl"rhut;. in the."" .autuUln .... nh a hors-r- ;md a h'llllprr nl small .... ar t for \\uodbun Hill 

hllr III [)1Ir;4·t. Ill("\ u-,I\'dlC'"d 'Ill I)t·ddin~()n. Oxli.IHl. I arilll{don. \1..trlhornul(h and .\ndQ\('r. "lll(:tr' ~I.1r) 
rrlll,Ul1rd lhr('('" d.I) ..... hilt· h(,1"" hu~",Ulci and ''In lraHlh·t! mune! tht· l'ClunlI')\i(k ~("lIing 'ilia..!! hMM, rhen tht·)" 
m.nc·d (III to \\illiml. .... Iwrf" lh('y ~JX'nl t\~O da)" '\(' .... ' .. n nc·.LJ" "\n\huf"). S,IIi bul'). and Wiltoll. "hen: tht·\" 
~prnt thrc·t" d;l~ , I tlt'll Inr somr rrao;l)ll, Ih(' L.l.Inih plil up. th ...... m rrmAllwd .... ilh lht· hune \\hilc \Iar.: , h.-r 
h\l iI.mel, and h.-r 1~It'r tTau'lIed 10 \\"oudbu .... Hill. 011 ,. l.ltunaci (If hOi ' !llat" ht'r hu .. b.lnd I('ft ~Ian , III 
I,nkl t., rrJ(,in Ih~ir Inn \\"bt"n ~IJ.I""\ . "ho \\a! fX Ibl) hnawi •• lh dtln' d .... ithoUI hurY, or hamJxT. ur 
hu h.ulll appr;urd brlilrr th .. r«onkr .. hr \\.1 ill (U ,"cI (II tt",lliu,{ I{Omnc"uts. (Iolh ,lIId ("ut!<-" Irom lht" bouth .. 
01 Don'he- !t'r /lII'U h,ull~ 

)"Ill' im(·ntory \',lhH" of chapmen' place them bdO\\ lhe I1wrn-r/,hopkeeper in the hierarrhy 
of lr.l<linl?; and "'lIppl~ 1'0 take just one ... outh Of<nd,hire c',\.lIllplt"John Reed. chapman of 
\\· .. ulingwn. h.,d good" \\onh [n lis. 10d. in 1662 Hi, hou C' had a chambc:r. hall. buul'~ 
and bi.lrk.sidt". Hi ... ,tork \\as: 

IIn11 :2 P('t'lT~ of l...orknam 
Itc'lll {jj d, of ((JlI"l' I(){kerarn 

a [('mnalll of ram'is & fOUf rrmnal1ls of (·our ... c' doth 
f()I j rcmnants or blew linnrn 
for ~ PC('("C'I; of Scotch doth 

L ,. d. 

7.00.11 
2.1 (J.(J 

0.16.0 
!l.IO.O 
1.08.0 

I It'm 

I (l'lll 

I tt'm 
It(,1ll 8 remnanb of ,haleYI?\ Hallol1 one remnant of Diminitic" one remnant of callicO<'" 

h [elm 10 dis of Ii olland aU 2s Id p[er] ell 
hll'11ll IClr Lace and ribnid 
I (eln for a liltle hox of ('ourn ribbond 
Item a p[ar]cdl of stocking> & ~IO\e, 

& n'mnanb or Olhc'r ribbnid 

0.1 LO 
1.00.10 

1.00.0 
1.08.0 
I 10.0 

R('rd's lift-stylt, and r.mgf' of goods is modest bUl lhc' {)\'erlap wilh Lhl.'" role of 'hopkeeper.-; lik(' 
8rcx-k i, ... i't'lifirant. Thi", is particularly dear \\"Iw[(- a chapman '('t up a pelmanem shop in 
.lCldiuon to an) itinerant .;,cUing, Such wa<;; Elli" Ed\' .. ;.lfd<~. ('hapman or BiceSl('r, whose invenwry 
,·,UU(' in 1711 \\ as [136 3,. I d. G H. Dannall 'Hite of him, 'TIlU' did one man pia, 111 
man~ p.ln"l or \\tKKi-mnchan(, rag and bom' man, !\.("rap l1l<'tal dealer. upplje-r of daim~ 
trimmings for tht· U"C' of ladi{''\, ilnd ~('nt'ml men'hant, all conceale-d undt"f tht~ \\ord 
'chapman' '1 

- IU .. Jlarkl.illl \I~. 1t71). T.xamm.UIUII' bcfort' Sir Jam \ hlc}.j.P Rrrurd(,1"" lor [)onrt ltill- U' II" WI 
alld.. quotf'<l in SpulTuttl, (.rtaI FYdollring, 23. 

4 Spullord. up. (it., J).)\·umt"ntat) .\)'1X"neli.,. I ~9 235 . 
• Oxl('rd hire \n hr.r • \IS. \\'ill (hUll ,fi/2llb I IIwr this n-ft'n"11H' 10 thl" lUlld~ of \tlrit'l\nt" ROM"n 

(.H I}annatt. 'Sic('Sler in the 111.h a.nd flU. ce.""n,un fJltIIDt1U14, XX\1./XX\"U %1/2 _52-4 
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,\nolhrf sourer pOlentially hrlpful in lrarking dO\\in Oxfordshire chapmen is tht Jist!') of 
ilinnant tradt·r-.lircnsed in 1697 9. Thctot" arise from an ~\ct of 169& 7 to license all hil\'tkeN, 

p('dla~ and pe1t~ chapmen working on fOOL or \"jth a pack animal at the ralC of £.~ per 
pc"p.,on or t)(,3S1. Ju"t o\'er 2,500 such trad(:r~ \\cre lin.'nst"d in England and ,,';.tlt's in 
IhCJ7 8« and their name, placC' of abod<." and county, and amount paid was recorded. 111(' 
r('(urns for 1697 9 for Oxfordshir(,,4 W('rt': 

1697 8 
Thomas.JOI Ilrl1l(") upon I hames [8 
~Ierry ~lrrl) Charlbury U 
joseph ~lc'1) Finslock [4 
Nehemiah ~ l ak Burrord [4 
john Bryan Sunord U 
\\'illiam Evans CilY or Oxfilrd U 
john S,eward \\'at1ington U 

1698 9 
Robert Carnllhers Thame [4 
William Carruthers Thame [1 
~Iary Charlewood Hookin~ '\onon U 
George Carruthe ... Thame U 
Thomas ~icholson Thame [4 
john 11",101' Bocksoll1t' 'f, [1 

These lhirtt'rn names are spread throughout the COUIll)" and none occur in both )t"ar.. Sinn.' 
Dorchester lies by the Tham('~. then tht.~ founty boundary , ... -ith Berkshire, and its two d{h('~t 
market towns, \\'allingford and Abingdon, were in Berkshire, the returns for that founty· 
were aJso examined. Some of'the traders based in Berkshin' would surely have reached south 
Oxfordshire. This search exposed a strikin,( dearth of licensed u-ader" in O"ford"hin' whij..,t 
Berk.<.;hire had no fewer than 99 hawkers, pedlars and cohapmcn in 1697 8. They wtn' m·rr· 
whelmingly hased in Reading, named b) 87 trader-. as their place of abede-. The town lTIu ... t 
ha\·e been the forus for a fonnidable lH.'t\\ork of selling and supply. 011(' tradn, CIMriC\ 
Smith, lived in Abingdon, but nont' in \\';.lllingford. Other nei~hbouring countil'\ too had 
murh larger numbeP.-i of traders than Oxlord"hire, with notable concentrations in partiruL-u' 
to\'.·!lS, such a!oo .\lton in Hamp ... hire, f(,tbun in Gloures1er.hire and Olne') in Btl("kin~· 

ham .. hire. Althou~h the incidence of mern.·n., as oppo\rd to chapmen in Oxfordshin' probatt· 
n.'('ords 113:2.1} had sug,~ested [ewer surh trader.. the degn'(' of diIfen.·mT \\;lh surrounding" 
counties in the 1697 9 retums is so ~eat a ... to indicate some additional fartor at work, wlwth('r 
;1 gross inconsistl'm'y in iicel1"ing or a real dim'f('!ln' in tr(ldin~ pattems ha.'i not "'0 far lwcnn1l' 
dear 

It wa.<.; not only chapmen who would han' imping-ed on \\'illiam Brork's bU'iiness world. In 
thC' 17th and 18th centuries, thl' period for \\.hirh the majorit~ of Oxford"hir(' probate rnords 

u Spufford .vMII &1Dl.s ami PflDJOJll IllIb.ww 1 1 h '11 
, PRO. .\() 1/ no li<Tnn'<; j{r.tntrd ror a \('ar hum ~ I .Juur Ih!17 and \0 V371 1i(t'n(C'~ walllnl frum 

\tld umrnrr ihliij 10 \hdsummC'r Jf-iltfl 
... Prnbabl) Hluxham . 
• PR.O \0 V370. :\amr-s aff' nut ~rnup('d h) \ULln!\ in d H~I In oj" \in"nc(', \\hit:h run~ to R5 pa~C' . 
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TABLE 2 CHANDLERS 'Ci, GROCERS Gl, HOPKLEPERS lS i, Al'lD TALLOII' CHAXDLERS rr l'" 
OXFORDSHlRE 1516-1800 BASED OX PROBATE RECORD 

1511)-1640 16-11 1732 1733 1800 "rotal 

Addt-rbury 2G S,T 4 
i\scan under Wychwood T 1 
Bampton C:I C,25 5 
Banbury 2C,1 2C,25,31 6G,S 17 
Barford St. ~lichael T 1 
Bic('<\tC'f 1 4G.~ 11 
Bloxham G,2S 3 
Boze' Nonon G,S 2 
Burford 2C,r C,l C,3T 9 
Cavrnham 5 1 
Charllon--on-Otmoor 5 1 
Chionor 25 2 
Chipping ~onon 2C,G IG,5 8 
ChurchiU 5 1 
Clanfkld C T 2 
Clinon Hampden 5 1 
Cotw' C 1 
Coombe 5 1 
CroprC'd) 1 G 2 
Cuddt'~on 5 1 
DC'ddington C T 1 3 
Dorchrsu'r e,1 C,2G,S fj 

Enstone 25 2 
Eynsham C,21 C 4 
rukin~ 5 1 
Garsington 1 
Goring C 1 
Great Milton 25 2 
Hailey T 1 
Hanoorough 5 1 
Henl<,y-on-Thames C 3G,31 5 8 
Hook ~orton T G,S 3 
Islip 'I 4G 5 
Kidlington C I 
Kirllin~on G,S 5 3 
Nt'u..lrbed G 1 
Oddington S 1 
Oxford 7C 35C,4T 2C,12G 1;0 
Ram~('n r 1 
Romt'rfidd Greys G S 2 
Shipton-under-Wychwood T 1 
ShUlrord S 1 
South r\'ewington C I 
Steq>11" Aston T 1 
SwalclifTr S 1 
SwC'rford T 1 
Swyncomlx- 5 I 
TC'~worth S 1 
Thame G 3C,5,3T 1C 12 
To\\-t'l"v) C 1 
Walhn~on G,T 3G,S 6 
Wheallry 2G 2 
Witney C,G,l 6C,2T 2C,2G.T 16 
WoocblOCk C 2C 2G,r 6 
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-+ 
H N rt 

Addorbury 
o on ... 

... *" Sarford St.M 
Swarford + S.Newmgton 

Ramsden 
+ 

+ 
SAston 

Woodstock 

Bieester 
+ 

Hailey 
+ 

Witney 

U1I:Il~~!:+ 

.. * Islip 

Kidfington 

*+ **+ 
Bampto" 

* = chandler 

.. Cogges 

+ = tallow chandler 

o 5 miles 
~-...:. 

l'il{.:2 Chandk,.., .md (aJluv. (h.llulln ..... in (hrnrchlllrt, 1516 umo ha.~('d on prob.Hc' rC'("ords) 



*++ 

Bloxham 
H_Norton 

*+ 

.... ++ ** 
Churchill Enstone 

+ 

* Coombe 

B_Norton 
*+ 

Wrtrley 
+++ 

-Bampton 

* = shopke.per 
+ = grocer 

~O:..-__ ..::.5 ""'e. 

H'borough 

* 

Bicester -+ Kutbngton 

Oxford ++ 
tu:tu: Wheatley 

* Cuddesdon .. 
_ T'worth 

Gt.M.lton 
CHampden 

*+ 
R'field Greys 

1'11(.3. Shnpkt·('pr .... and grocc'n in Oxfurd hirr- nih !SOU ha"C'd un probdl~ fe-fOrds 

283 
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"'lllyin" tilt' (("rm .. mercer, draper and grocrf wrrf' oftcn InIl'ft'hangeable!fI In the- Oxford area 
\'ai .. c'\ ha ... found that 'bOlh Oll'f(t'TS and rhandlrrs W('f(" g<'ncral dealers in all kind~ of hard
\\OUT and f(H)(I .. but each \\a.., finnly ba"t'd on ilS own !'.IX·('iaJities.t49 Clearly the numbers. 
IrK~lll()n and d(',i~1alion of ,ueh (Tacl('" may provide imponant additional e1emcnL'\ of th<.' 
pinun" \"nc ' Ihc-rr Olht"r 'hopkecpcl1. In DordU' .. ll'r? Did th(' teons u~d \aTY O\tr lime or 
h~ .In'a \\ithin the rounty? Dot's tilt' di .. lribulion pau!'nl of mher traders confirm lhr mark('d 
l'unn'lllraliollS ill north and \H's t Oxford ... hin· d{'mOI1!'ilralcd by mer("ers and chapnwn i~e(" 
Fil!;. I ? In ordrr to prO\'ide a rom para lin' hase upon which to considrT such qurslion .. in 
Hrcxl \, ("~\"(' .100. it is hoped. in Lhl' case of other individual 'hopkeepers who may bt· "itudied 
h~ (hJordshin- hi~torians, rdt-rencrs in LIl(" probau' rtford~ of the archeleaconcl)', consistory 
and pc(uliar {"OUrls <:O\"Cring Oxf()rd~hir< .. brt\\ ern 151 band 1800 have been extracted for 
chandlrr'i <lnd tallO\\ chanellrni (sec Fig. 2 and Table 2), shopkeepers and grocers (St t Fig. 3 
and Table 2,1, and drapcN and habcrda ... h(·p;,. 

hom Tabl«' 2 it ('merges that there iln' probatc rc("oreis for 86 chandkN, +4- tallow <:hi.md
kf\, 62 gron'J""'i .mel 40 shopkeepef'i. as compared '\'ith 113 for merccrs. Drapers inrludinl{ 
w{)ollC'11 and linen drapen;,1 and haberda ... lwf'!oi .lr(" relali\el~ few in number 17 alld 12 
fI'spc.,rti\"elYi and ronfUlcd to thl? tOwns, 

rhc common liLIes for rNailers <;eem to rhangr o\"('r the period. Chandlers and t"lIm\ 
l handlers appt'ar mo!'!t numerous in the c'·arlic.'r perioru.. notabl~ between 1641 and 1732. \\ hen 
liwy account for 91 of IlH tradef\ set" Tablt' 31. with a high concentration 39 in Oxford. 
B) (·ontrast ~rro("f"r.; are rare lx-for(" 1733 and art the largest of the four groups thereafter. It 
IS al ... o bet\',;('"('11 1733 and 1800 that. th(' term .... hopk('cper· is widely adoptt·d. whiht the U",l" 

of '("handler' dwindles, 

1 \111.1 1. CH ,"ll.l RS. T\lJ.{l\\ CH ~'OI.I.RS . (;ROCLRS .\.'D '>HOPKEEI'ERS I' OXFORIN flRI 
J:Jlh IROO B\SI () 0' I'ROB\TI RITORDS , . 

IOlal '\'0" m 1 allm\ Shop 
Pniod lotal ~o" <hf()f(1 (:hillldlt"N ( h,mdl(,fs GnK.'('r\ ·kn"p!"'o 

1516 IbHl 20 7 Ih 3 I II 

Ihll 17i? 101 :'1'1 hi 30 9 1 

1711 I ArKI lOA " " " "'}2 :lh 

I-I~. '2 fonflnlls th(' conCl·ntration of challdlc.'J""'i in tht' north and west of the ("oumy, althou~h 
It'" Iwa,"ih [o("u" eel on t.he market to\\ n., than in the (·a,c.' of th(" mCTC('r.\, By contra"l h~" 3 
hows man~ morr retailer., in south Oxfi)rd,hin". rhi .. is d("arly associated '\ ith the prrwnn" 

of shopker)l(,rs and ,e;rocers. a phenomenon of lilt' p<'riod 1733 1800, wht'n the nUmb(T and 
proportion of rNailers ouv .. idr Oxford was inlTt'asin~ markt·dly. Both geographical di ... trihuuon 
,lilt! chronolo~.,. indicate a Wm\lh in th{' lIumher of "hop, in the sOUlh of the- count) in the 
I~llt'r 18th {'rntu~ rather than merely a dliln~(" in nomtndaturc for busin('~~l'"s that had Iw('n 
t1Wrt' in c.'arlin IX'flods, 

Rankt'd in terms of lhe tOlal TlUmb('f 01 probate rl'f{'renn .. s lO mercel'S, chandJers. tallO\\ 
(:handlers, ~h()pkc('p('rs and hl"J'on'r~ betw('('n 151 h anel I ROO the towns and villa~es of Oxford
"hin~ demOIl'ilrat(' a clear hierarchv. Oxford dominated \vith 91, outstripping Ballbury 29) 

!),(.,\dN·\ I,d I7atDw'l'ojJlwma,Il4mnI71_) 17fl"; IllH1,1) XVII 

• \-,Ii nProbdlt" !1l\('IUOrlt" ,lIul Pro\1I11 idl R,'t.llkl' 101 
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and \\'jtnC') 22) .• \ woup of smaller lem!1'o, Bier -leT, Burford. Chjppin~ :\onon. Dcddington. 
Tham .. and \\'OO(bIOCk rolio"ed 13 16 rorert-nee,. rhen rame Henk) and \\'atlinl(1on 10, 
It i herr that Dorche lrr finds its plaer, likf' Bampton. \\ ith 7 refert"ncc<;,. ["TIs.ham and I'lip 
('arh yielded 5. 

Prohau: f("cord,,; aloof' cannot c:swbli ... h \\ im ('('naint) Iht: number of bu ... ine ... e:, in a com
mUnil} l \t'd bOth indi\iduaiJy and fumulali\'cly. and n·tatcd to olhrr c\;drncC', they do h()\\:
('\"{" fl"\'ral pilul'ms and possible chan~cs O\"l°r Limt'. For l'xamplr, they confirm Dorchc'ilt'f\ 
rdati't" imponancr in an area of the COUnl) with comparath"e!} few shopkeepers. ThC') ill ... o 
point to a multiplication of relailin~ QUllNs during lilt' IRth cC"ntUl)-. In f('cent years h~lOrian ... 
IM\"{' inlTt'a. ... ingly consicicrf'd local c;hopkt'(·JX'r-., their ~1O(k and customers as po .. siblc t"vicielln' 
of tht· coming of a 'comllmer re\·olution' to prO\"incial, mr.u England .. \n c"scmial feature' of 
tht, growth of such ~l consumer society was that 'goods that had ocen deemed rirh O1rn\ 
luxurie'" . , . were being made in :0,0 many different qualities and at such varied price:o, that 
tl1("Y came within the reach of enT)111an',~'C) Thus luxurir!'> became decrncies and dc-rem"i('s 
became' nece .. fI,itirfl,. ~lateria1 ~oods \\t'rt' arquired more by pUrl"ha"it" than inheritance. :\ollom 
of fa ... hion .md >;()(:ial emulation \\"ere po\\-('rful cataJ~-';b in tht" proct" .... :'\m only did ordinan 
pt'opJt' 0\\ n more t·\"erydi.\~ things but they wished to a('quin' more decorative and t'xprr ,in' 
bt'l(}ngin~. fhe den'lopmrnt of a con!Sumc-r ... ocirlY implie~ hoth lhe a\ailabilit)" and efft'lli\"t'" 
distrihution of goods and the presence of ('n!'ni\"e demand, hased on sufficient w"ea1th to make' 
purrha'lt's, Liw ta<.;l("' or w ish to do "0, and an acceplann' of consumption in the home markc-t 
a ... r('onomi("ally bl'lwficial. 

11i.."itorians ha\e di ... a~t'('d as to wh{On ... u{""h circumstann· ... OCCUlTed in Ln~li"h c;(KiN) and 
10 \\-hat dl'~e(' they pt.'rrneated do\\l1 tht, social !'>rale~. :\tOil ~lcKendrick ar~e .. that ron
... umrri",m rrached 'rt'volutionary proponions' only in lilt" third quaner of the 18th {cntul) 
and that before thi!t there had been 'a long period of grstation' showin~ only 'emhryonir signs' 
of thr change to com{'.~l Joan ThiNk, ~Iargar('l SpufTord ~lIld Lorna \\'('atherill "'" have dt,tened 
a gT't',Ht'r sprcad of spt'ndin~ on manufanun's and innovations in the dc')ign and produclion 
of good ... from the late 17th century or earlier, Examplt's im"oked include slockintr', rap", 
(heil)) {'Llrtllt'llwar(', nails, tobacco pipe'!, lace, ribbon. and proce'\sed food and drink, mOM of 
whirh figure in tht' storks of Oxford'\hire "ihopkeepcrs like Bro(."k and Bignal!" Clothing is '1('('n 
a ... ~l particular baro01ett.'f of consuml'r demand and f:lshion senseo Howe\"l'r \\'ratheri ll , 
('mploying her sample of some 3,300 innlltories from val) ing areas of the country, doubh 
Spuflord\ daim that dlapmen's good ... \\lTe beine; bought by 'lh(' wagr labourers and lht' 
poor hU"ihandmt'n .. from al least lht, 1080 ... ·. Ratilt'r it \\as lhe middling ranks \\ho\t, n)l1-
,umer Ix'haviour rhang(·d. \\ hit'\t the world of the wag(' I.ltxHlr('fS and poor('r famu~'~ rCl1laim'd 
ol1r of nrC(.' .... ilie!'>o She' concludes th~lt midcUing people in .u:~ril"ultllrc \\c-r(' less likely to 0\\ n 
nt'\\ kinds of dom('~tk ~oods and thaI lr"t'r grnl!)" \\('rc- k,,, likely to own most kinds of gooel'>, 
than lhcN' in trade, rommerce and tht, profe sion!t, who depc.:nded more on purch .. "c than 
Inhrnldnc. e, Re~onaJ diffrrences w('T(.· al~ di.,,('('miblt, with {""~rLain I,"{Clocb, inc]udin~ {""i()("k.,. 
lX){lk and eanhell\\-art', mo ... t likely to bt- found in area'l \\-ith good Iinh to London.'K 

RdkninS{ on lhe- Oxford"hire ('\"idenfC- in lhe light of th('",,{" debalt· and findintr-. "r\ eraJ 
poinb O(Tur .\ widt.· variety of ~ood, wa!'o .lv.lilablr in ~hop') in tOW,l .. and \·ilIa~cs in lilt' I.H(· 

J rim 1.. f:anumu. P bq ad f'roj«tJ. 17Q. t:'rfl"Tlin~ IU th dil)errn< t: l1C"t""ttn tht- Iludtion in I.'H() and IhOU" 
:\ ~Ic Krmlrick" J Brno."Cr and JH" Plumb, 81rlh ". (..&JJUamn ,,~, "I) and chaplet" I ptwmt. 
S,·" nOI,. 1 .lho, f" 
,,",..tlhe-rill (.tWUJImn Brlttlwtu. 191 200" 
Ihid "1 
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17th (f'lHun 1-!00\C'HT ,\ \('I) .. imilar mix ,mel r.lIlg< of \\,1f(':, is l~lC'd in !(x:aIIlH:rn'r-;' inH'Il
writ· ... ((II 1Ilt'I.ul' 16th and ('ilrl~ 17th f(·muric· ... In thi context \\'illiam Hr()(-k app<'ar-. .t. 

tilt' "lH (t','or 10 ,til l· ... t.lblblwcl P,l(ICTIl of ... hopkt"('pin~ rather than a~ the harbingn of a nt'\\ 

«)J1 .. ul11tTi,m. In Dordlt':o.lt:r Ill' opni.lH'd in .1 rOllll11unity with iI broad-ba"l'd social strunure 
\\ith 111(111) hou .. dtold" of llll' middling sort, Ill"<ld("{i h~ (c'nant landholder., or tllO.,C ('arning .1 

li\-ing- from 1IH' London road or. to a le ..... cl ('XU'Ill, tilt' riH'r. Hi ... 'ItOl-k offt"rc.:c1 nen' 'Silit''l ,mel 
.. ollle dC'(('lle ie .. lO thl' t' people and he \\ .. t-. <Iblc' to maimain a romronablC' home' on thi" basi ... 
lit- Iwld ofTin' a .. d dlUrchwilr<kn hut \\,1" not a long-c· ... labli ... lwd mt'mber of tht, community, 
nor did hi, I~unil~ I)('('olllc '0. Other,. nOl,lhly itinl'l<1Il1 lradc.T" OlU"it ha\c played a pan in 
supph Illg j)orriH'stt'r\ (·omulllt· .... ; hut tilt' ... OUrtT' tJlll' t~lr leav(' liW01 a, a ... hadow) part of 
lhe pinurt'. 

1)000('hc"t('l" \\as to han" othn ... llOpkrq)('p;. Proball ' ITcord~ rdcr to butche" in 1703 and 
175], an apothecary in 1716, it groce;r in 170B, i\ grorn and merccr in 1725, chandlt·!"s in 
1719 alld 17 Hl. i\ tall"" chandler in 172H and ,11Opk('qx'''' in I 7+6 and I 7HH. I n ISH Ih",,, 
\\l'J"t. 17 ... llOpk(·(·pt'r.-., inc.:luding hu{(hl'r"o, baktT'S. gron'l" . tailor'S. ,I dressmakn, a str~m h.1t 
Illakn. and a lim'n draper. By 1915 Dorrht· ... lcr had it Co-op ... hop. In the li~hl ofLlwst l,lIt'r 
d<"vclopn1t'llh Bro{'k can lx' ... ('('n as olle of tho ... e grllt,'l,ll ... hopket,·prT'S who had bt.'t·n I()und in 
Oxford ... hiT(· for ... on1l' tinll' DCf(HT tht· 16HO ... and ",host' ')tofk. ... alread~ t'x('t'l'dt'd lil(' bart· 
n(Tt· ... "itic· ... of life. If ('onsuml'f rnolUlion i ... dlaml'ItTi"t'd b~ fa"hionable rmulation and it 

\\ idt· ... pn·ad i.\('tT .. to decenri{' ,tnd l'\l'n IU'\.UI;l· ... f()r lilt· many then it hit ... 10 he soughl in 
south Oxfordshirr at a latt"r date'. »nhap ... 11 had arriH'd by 1782 \\ hen the Gl'l1llali tran'lIn. 
Car! Philip ~Iorill. walking from L.ondon 10 Oxford. fame to Dorchester but \\<1 ... dell'ITl'd 
from "('l'kin~ lodgin~ by it... la~hionable air: "Iht' \'ill~lg-t· "'l'en1ed too grand lor me; lhl' lad it· ... 
stood in front of their houses with their hair trimmed' Crrtainl} thc c\"ide!ln' in thi ... "1lJ(1~ 
Mlggl'''l'i thal in ,outh Oxford ... hin' it \\il\ onl~ ant'I till' 173(h that retail oUllcb h('~an to 

mullip1~. 

77lt .\(Jurt) /1 grah:fiil to the Gremlllg Lnmbom I nil/ jur II .r.rallt /olt'ardl publiratio1l qj 1)/11 /JajJt.,. 

1..1{. \.Ii""·,, \ (:h.II'lhu~ ~lc'r(('r ..,h"p· "ill.llul ill\l'llIClr~ of Ridl.lrd !!.I\IlC'~. nlC'rn'rul Watiingu)I1. IhlO: 
Chlc,nl hirc" \rc'hi\C' . \I~ Wilh OVIIl. tV II ~:l; ill\C'lltof'\ 01 Willi.lln Lud.in', nWH'('f uf ,\bll1!o:dun. nBS: Ikr\.;. huC' 
RI'({Jrci OfluC', D/.\1I<i2Jhll: il1\rllln~ nf.Jdk,"I \\llIu',' I11C'I\I" nl \I.lidc·nlw,ld. 1:'l87: Ikrk hirt' R~ord Ol1hC' 

1)/ \1 1:.1:111/1 :lh. 1 ('\\c· IIw'ot· IImT ,diTl"II(t"\ In ,Il(' killcilll"" 01 \liti" I\IW Rosc·lI. ( nri,tit1l' JdC \.;....:m .md .J fI,1II !)it 
IncJc.: .. (· 10 plOh;\t(· n'wrds 01 (hlotthhirc' pc', uli.Jr I:'>'lh HHi in Oxlnrd .. hirc· \n'hi\t' P il (!fJiu /)f1f km if 

(hI TI IIn7. 117L Atl!J's /Amle,., oj (hfo"bhrre 1111", '11. 
R :'\rtll'i 1'01 f.arlHII1I/''\ilfJl ... }<JfInv) of .. Vl1If.flllanJIII/78:! I'ItJi IlO. 


