
Hedgerow Clues to Wolvercote's History 
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• !/ItT uut/iJllng tilf landsCllpt and agricultural hUIOI), if 1\'01",,,,1,' from tht Iron . 11(' 10 the 20th emiliO bl'O 

approflcJvI OFf mad, 10 thr history' of th, QTto: a btJillnJcal Junry uJ tht h'd!:rrmn. aruJ (Ul ttol1lwnlum '!I 
1000f dotulflmll. [rtf and I/mib \jJtriis in II a/ureoit' "(d.~l'rou'l lLV'( fOUlI/l'd fUry /hiT!;' yard! 10 Q\.It'.U tilt' 
I'iabdl!> if f/oo"" .. ~)puthe,i> thai htdgt> aT( planltd ulth a llngu 'ptClt> and an addilwnal ,ptcU> rol", 
a )Jtt~f,( fl'f!l' hundrrd )tan. l1lablinK htd.!!.'1 W hi dakd ouording 10 tht number of s/Xcus till')' (OntoUl. Sf'Tt71 
maUl dorommh. from Ull 12th to tht 1 !Jth untUni'I, U f'T( nomllird for fl1dmct rrlati'~lJ In ~ld-1Ulmfl, 
Jurlon.r:-"atllfJ and 111 ffagtl IJl 11 'oknrotr and (;OdltOll'. nltU luggtjlfd putatll:~ planting daltj m lilt I JIh 
erntu,) (rtjlutin.f. 0 jlmod zfhm (;o{blnu . \ Unll!D" cw.\ (OfJlolidatill!!. iIJ landlwldings), I 17th (ttltury· (ehQly~t' 
if olt'"mh,p from Richard Ou'i?l 10 the /I rulm), 181h or 191h ctTlluIJ (clulJIgt if oUl~,/IIP hi liu rAr! if 
.I hm,~dt)// uiw wid" on 10 tht Duk if ,llarlhoroU/lh, and 183,' mdolure).' BTiJlging tilt /u~ applOadltJ 
Iogdh" IIImlt II pOHlhlt 10 «plain ,pfcU,·,"a"g" In pari if th, pomh buundaIJ: h\~hlight tilt IInporlDuct 'Ii 
Engli\h ,1m in POn.llt and O/Jt1I-jitld boundarit.l; .}U/!J.:,jt a /Mation Jor J' 'oU'eTCOU Hurst not JIIOU'Il on of!l! 
ma,,: lraa all aTta IliroUf,1t fil't llamt-(hangfs and "rflllld, hlll/J of iLl anll'luiry; and iUggtj/ txjJlatlalumJ jor 
botanical dijJrrmuj htru't'nI a group of small melo.IlITtj m GodIWU· 

HIS IORI( \1. PFR'>I'EGIIH. 

St'ttll'm(,,1ll occurred in or near \\"ol\"er(o(" in the: .:\l'()lititic in \\-·hat beca. me Hor-It)\\ Field. 
and Bronz(' ,\ gn (on the edge or POrt .\I cado\\ I, By the middJe Iron .\ ge pastOr.:t1 rannin~ 

had intc:n~ifil"d and thre-e S('ttlemeJ1l~ with st<Kk ('ndo\ure nourished on Pon ~leado\\. In a 
period or pa'iolOral mana~rmenl. such ali tht' Iron . \ gr, "'implt' ditches without hed'tt'~ art' 
('fft'cti\(' in stol'k u)l1lrnl, in deLineatin~ IX'opk\ prlJp<:rt)' and. at the same time. dmining land 
\Ul~je('"t to nonding.· Although archaeolo~ca1 (,,"jell'nct" ho\, .. Bronlt" .\ gr and Iron A~l' f1eld 
sysll'ms ~om(>tin1l's surrounded by hedges. the flr-. t dO( uml'llled record or a hedge was madt" 
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h~ .Julill''' C.wsaf ,dwl1 he de .. nilx-d tho..,(' in ,,,hat i ... no\" France. The fir-.l En~lbh f"('cord 
O(Tllr.., III ;\orthumbria in Lht· .\nglo-S~\xon Chronicle.' in 54,] AD. whibt that in \\'(· ..... ('x rna) 
he.' found in lht" La\,.., of Ine (. 688 ,\1), Early Saxon sru.lement is suggested by the \\ord 
'(Toft' as in I lt'ycroft <lnd Churchcroft furlongs 'Oiled ncar Sl. Prter's church, \\'ol\"er(01(", and 
\ ") (Toft on Lilt' ('astern rdg-e of POrt ~ feadO\\,6 Parish boundarie~ oftcn coincide with land 
cli,"j,ioll<; in C'xislcnc(" ..,inn" .\nglo-~a.\:on umr or earlier, and. where Lhc~(' lakr lht" fonn of 
a ilt.'dgt' ,is at Oakle). Buckingham:-,hin', liwy an' nory rirh ill lft"C and shrub "pecic·s. 

,\, Lilt' popul<ltion incft"ast'd. fannin~ intf'I1'iiifit'd and lOwn ... hip~ became independent ,\ , 
t'lsndll'n', \\'ol\ncot('\ land wa..., di\·iocd I)(·t\\'(>('n open-fldd arable. meadow and manaRrd 
pa~ture b) tilt" 13th n:l1lury, and perhap~ by IOH6 whl'1l there was arabic fi)r 6 plough tcams, 
120 i.llTt'~ of Inradow and pa'iture of 6 furlol1~ X 3~ lurlongs, ('xcluding the [om man pa'lun.', 
Port ~ Ieadow, prl'~umabJ y all within Lilt' cXlrnsi\,(' Thamcs nood-plain, \Volvereote W~L\j given 
m blQ( (0 God,to\\' ~unnery on its foundation (.1133 when tht' Isle:' ofCodsto\\i1 as it became, 
included a snit's of small hams ITIf'adO\\'i1 and holts or hoults, 23m. of land between tht, 
hdlll, on which a mixlure of natin' tref'S and 'lhl'llbs or osiers grow, Tht"y wrre boundt'd by a 
romplr:\ of ... trt'ams fed by the ri\'cr Thame ... , drainin~ illlo \\'oh'crcme ~ I ill stream, and in th(" 
('olrly 20th ('{'ntury WCft- dt't·p l'noll~h in plan's to bathe in, 

In til(' la("r I .... th cemur\" th(' nunnel) con,olidaled its demcsne illlo a sin~lr hlo<k of l~lI1d 
'traddlinR tht· boundary betwt''l'n \\'olvacote and St. Gile,'s parish, including an ('xchangt" 01 
land \\ ilh Sl. rrideswide's PriOT) in 1 :358 when .JO <lues al TwisdeIO\\'(' in the north-c'3S( 
('orner of\\'ol\'('r('ole firld pass{'d 10 the Prior,' , The open fidd!\ "ieem 10 ha\'c been complrld) 
r('or~'-U1i ... (>d in thr later ~l jddJ(' J\gC"i, po<.;"ihly a" part of thr nunnery's consolidation. In 1636 
theft' \\t're 1()lIr open fields: B1ind""e11. Churdl(:rofl later Horslo\\' I, Frise and Co\\'hill, and 
'Hj '.Ine" of land .H \\'ol\'ercol(, Leys had been cOlln'rtC'd from arable to pasture. By I it)5 
impro\'{'d drainage in the soulh-f'a!'!t of \\'ol\;rr('o(c Ley' had led to it being incn-asrd to 
15 a, Thcr(' wen' oth('r changt· ... in thc furlongs within thc arable fields in the 18th century 
which may 11<1\'e led to the rcalignment of boundarics and the planting of hedges, but lht' 
()pt'n-field houndaries thel11sclv('s r('main<>d lht, same until cnclosurr in 183'I,q 

In the 12th century, the widespread grasl.i land alone; the Thames streams includt'd small 
('nclo~c.>d picH's or l11f'adow, or hams, surh as Bn)Tham, Il eringesham and Lichl'scyeo where 
the owner \\(lUld makc his propert) sUKk-proof.''' 2\onhmead, la1('r ralled \\'ol\'ern>1t' 1.01 
~ I ('ad, \ .... lS rc('ord('d bt't\\o'ccn 1236 and 1247, It was lot meadow in thc 16th c('ntury. with 
'trip ... alhX'att'd earh year to C0I111110nC'" hy lot until 1696 , ... hen it was divided p<'rmallently 
ht'l\\ ('(On dCH'n landowner ... and t('nants. 

It j, appan'11l thal (,,'en befi}re thl' parlianl('ntaI1 ('ndnsun' of \\·oh'<."rcolt' a network of 
Ii, in~ h('d~es. with or without ditclw.." l ro .. ,(·d lht' lancl",c~lpt· enclosing' land in um1mon or 
indiddual ()wnrr~hip. Somt· endosurl' of 'm~lll parcels of land for paslure took piau' around 
tilt' ,illa~('s of L'ppcr and lA>\\l'r \\'olvcrC'otr in tlw 16th and early I ilh l-enturies. Th(' opel1 

~I Rnhimnll, 1l1r Pmbkm "I' Hnlgn rill 10 1Il~ Rnman .lnd l..;ulic·r Field,. In H( &mc·n and PJ l'm\iI'r, 
I',m/) 11wl lIIf1tmrnt B,\R xh-iii, ImBl, 1~5 B; L, Pollard, \1 D IlnulK'r ,md:\ W \ loon', Huigtl Iq7t 

Croft; Old LII~i~h '~mall, t'ndo,("d lif'ld' \I (;,'lIilll{ Iht PIau \imu 1lkrkr.hm Bbl 
\ 11 I..(·~lif' W.linr, prr;onal (-ornllllmi(-;uion, 
ITll (hun, xii. liS, 
11)1(1. lUh, 311; IlI)(U, 1\1~. Tup. (holl, ( HI ~,unuc'l P.tI .... III~, Sunc'y flf {'("nain land ... and Irn('Olc'IIU {If lhr 

(1i~S(.I'rd Olnlla. ... lr .... of (.oo .. tll\\ .... ilh thr \l.lIInr (.1 WnlHrt (lic' .mel 1',1011 or (;r.UlIl;t" (If <':Ultf' ,low in (hun. ().. tol)('r 
I h 1h S,- .1ulm" (:011, \lUll,. 1.\'111 (-()P' of rmln~urc' ,1\\,Ir<IIll.lP lIIe ludinl( rariic'r ll.lnl('d furlon~. I H'14 8Jrnhrim 
\tumml'fl( m.lp (.f \\'nIH'f(ott' b, Thom.1 Pridf', I ih~ 

\ Clark ('d f1ll Fngh,h R'ttl/n tlj("ltbtnu \lUIfIm. 1ttQ, (}ifc-d lf~)h ')7:.? 3. fl78, 
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field" lQRl·thcr with \\'o)vcrcotr' LeyS and \\'o)\"('n:utr Lot ~I("ad. were ~nclosed b\ Au of 
Parliament in 183-1 when 550 acrr . , .. err di!ttributl'd amon~ t\\el\"t" owners.'1 Encl~ure wa...<!; 
al\'.·ay~ in"ltfumt'nlal in increaljin~ the number of hrdg('~ in the land~cape. \\'o!vercote is pan 
ofthic; pinure ,\;th its rarly enclosures in Lower \\'oJn·n.:ote and its enclosure award of 183-4-. 
After 191j lht polir~ ".as rcveJ""',{"d and GO\Tnlmrnt ~nb \\cre prO\;ded for the remmal of 
h('d~(''[O\\ to makl' larger fidel:. acce~:-.iblt' to lar~t"r machint'fY for ~eater profit and. mOft" 

importantly. to emurt" that during the Cold \ "ar Britain could produce enough food lO feed 
ilSeif. B\ 1990 somt' 140,000 mile ... of h('d~erO\\. indudin~ many in \\'o)v('rco((' of \'anous 
agc:'!, had bt-en des(ro)cd. 

From (ht' ,'ariou ... period.!!. of agricultural deyrlopmt'lll and rnclosure it is apparent that field 
boundaries or hedges in \\'olvercOlc could date from ~my period from the Saxon lO the 20th 
U'l1lury. This ,,,,ark combines botanical ('\·idrnc{' \\ ith srn'n main documents: the register of 
Godsto\\ :\unne,,-, written c, 1450. 1 

i Samuel Pa,...cms·s survey of \Yoh"CreOle '\ ithoul a mapi 
for O,,·id lI"aller 1636,," \\'OI\·«COlC Surwy for tilt' Duke of ~rarlborou~h 1731 I, plans for 
a house ell GO(blOW Bridge for lhe Duchrs:oo. of ~tarlborou~h 17361,16 Thomas Pride's map of 
\\'oIYCrrOl(, for tht, BI<-nheim E.. .. tatc 1765,. I a St. John's Colk'{e map showing the layout of 
lhe \"ilb~t.' and ar~\blt' furlongs with the I 83·l t'nclo..,ure~ \uprrimposed. and the Endo:,ure 
.\ward map 18:H.' Ther(' is considcrablt, "imilaril} bel\,-een lhr 1834- enclosures and the 
furlon~ on Pride \ map 1765) and a rept·tition of tht" furlong IMOles on the St. John's map. 
I"homas Pnde's map and tho"<, in Samud Pal'ons's surn'Y 16361, Success in tracin~ the 
hi"tnn of ht'dges iii, limited how('\Tr b\ tlll'ir Ii-,u.~nlt'ntation in thr 19th and 20th (rntun b\ 
road'i: raih\ays. ranal, golf COUN' and '~('neral urhani .. ation ' , 

\\'oIW'rcOlC lirs in what Oliver Rackham desnibt:'s as planned rounuysidr in which tht" hedge
row!:. ana gC'ncrally plantcd with a !lingle spccic.:· ... usually common hawthorn, -") Older or wood
land rdiu lwde;-rs contain field maple and dogwood 'for their Latin names .. ee Table I whirh 
arr poor nJloni"t'r"i of recenl!) planted hrdgcs and art' f('garded a. ... ancient hcdgerm\' indicator 
"pecit"", ~Iiclland hawthorn, too, is a \\-'oodland indicator whirh nonnally grows in lht' centre 
of a maturt' \\oocl, \\hil~t common ha\,.:lhom ~o\\s in open places. Both hawthoms art' very 
lon~-lin'd specit"s. {'!';.pecially if thcy are cut back laid or coppin'd on a regular mana~ement 
c~de. In disturlX'd conditions where. for ('xamplt', st'('ondary \H)odland grOW'i up. or in hedge
rows n('xl to andt'Jll woodland, the two "JX·c.:·jcs can grow lOgC'lhC'r and. in time, form hybricb.

21 

Ilcdgef()\\ (reC's and "hrubs may reflect til«" condition ... surrounding them when they \\ t'rr first 
planted or first entt'n'd the hed~c. For example, \ ... "()odland indicator specic~ from a medieval 

U JJ O'QM. xii 317 
I .. Clem"n! 111" ~td!U!Or. Proh-cUun uf Hrdga' f.(Of 13 3 1~ll 31 ') 
CI.U'k. R"",/n rif (iotblflU \Iorntry . 

• Bodl \1S_ !"op. O;<hll. c 334 Samud Pat"OIl. UI'H"y. 
Blrnhrim \Iun, I)()x 151. sm.tli notebook. 11 p<H~e, \\'nl"'I'("(1((' SUf\j'Y, 1731 
l\I('nhrim \1un. Sh('lf( .. 1, lUI'\(" bolt 10. unnumhc-n:d huudll' ""ol\trwll' plans el( for a hou!!(' at G(I(~IO" 

Bnd~. 1731) 
Rlrnhrun \Iun. m.lp of \\"oh~r('ott' b~ ·1 h(lma Pride 

• St.Juhn' CHII. !'1un_ lX1I1. 
Oltford hirr .\n.hi\('. QSD/,\. Buok 61 Wol\('f'('ou" ('ndu,urt' award IR:H 
O. R.ll kham, IN IIU111r1..r tIw (Aulry.s:i41 9&, 'I I ') 
Pollard. Hllop("r and \Ioon- 11+, IOC-... 



:.?28 \I.IS0'i W \lti)O. ·.\lJl 

\HHKilalld mi~l1! [('main in a ht·clg<.' in til(' 1990 dt"'pit(' the adjacrnt \\ood i..x."ing dt~u-fdh'd 
in the 19th C('ntury, HI)\\'l'ver, if Lht" h('d~l' j.., nUl manal.{ed the trees come to tht" rnel of their 
natural lif(' and die. If the' OWJln of th(' Iwdg(' ~ulm\s leX) many \tandard m't's to !-,rrow in it 
,lI1d "'0 faibo. to kt'ep it Ihirk and ~to('k-pr(x)f, the- ba ... C' of the hedge lx'("om('!> too li'{ht for 
wo()(II~lI1d "'p<."(·it's to germinate and b('eol1lt' tstahli,!wd in it: an old hedge thrll 10:..(· ... sp(,fi('s, 
and old ,md YOlIllK hedges gain ('Ide.:rtx-rl). 

For Il(.'ariy thirt~ yean; Hooper\; hypotht, is thai on average- a new species f'ntl"P-i a 30 )d, 
... tn'teh oflwdgc.' ('\"('1)' hundred Y('af'i has IX'c'n H.'steel in variou'i parh of Britain . 11)(' h}1>oth('o,;i ... 
i ... ha ... t'd (111 the iilrmula: a,{(' ofhc.'dgt, = 99 X numbrr uf s}X'des! minus 16 yeaN. FOI ('xamplt" i.l 

hl'dgr pl.lIlted with hawthum in 1837 \\ould bt, I bO yt'ars old in 1997. It might ('ontain 1 sp('ci(''', 
I.t'. ,99 X 21 - Hl:;;; 182 indicating 182 ye.\ni old \\ hill' , ac('ording (0 (he fonnula, a hrd.'{t' with 10 
'ipl'cit's mighl he 974 yean. old. Ilowcver, the hypothesis allows for considerable variation; 95°0 
of tl'n-spt'C"ies hed~es, for t;'xampit, may \itry in age from ROO 10 1.500 years old. The hypothe:"ls 
is clep<'ndt,nt upon two fanors: good mana~('menl of hedges and their origin, .. \ uoundary might 
~lt first ht, a scrit>'\ of hurd It's or a ,,(r('am along which a natural multi-species hedge g-n'\\- up lind 
\\ClS then mana,{t'd as a hed~e; it mi'{ht han lx'l'n planted wiLh quickt.horn in th(' traditional 
manna and coloni<.;ed by a new spc:ries t'\"('1'\ 100 Y('ars; or bt' a woodland rdin hedgt· ,\ lim' of 
Irt'rs and shrubs left when \\ oodland is ciean'd . H('cl,{("s plantt'd with several species aT(' ('0011111111 

in wooded area~ such as Shrop ... hire and \\·i\T'\\;("k .. hire.2 It· ..... so in the Uppt"f Thal1w" vaLIn, 
Differenn's aJ'i() occur because of the geology of the.' arra, \\ helhcr tht" soil is frel'-drainin~. w.ll«."r· 
lo~ged Of flooo('d in \\-inter. or is a("id or alkalim', So, ('('olo.,(kally speaking, these constr~lints fOl1n 
.1 limit to the number of o,;p('cies ablt" to coloni-.e hl'cig('rQ\\ S \\ hie-h. round Oxford, st'('ms 10 l>c-' .1 

l11("an of 10 'pecil'S/30 yd,. 
Hooper'" hypothesis is rele\'aot wherC', <t.1i 111 \\'oivncott" large open fields wrrr suh-divided 

by straigh t. spcl"ics·poor Encloslirr .\ Ct hedges. whert' thert' are rciaLi\"('ly 1'1.'\\ ancient hedgt, .. 
in which therr i .. an inc.:reased number of spnies J>t'r 30 yd. o,;tl'(,tch, and where woodland IS 

... rarce or absent 110\\le\:('r, near Oxford in \\'ol\"(·tTott', ~Iar.ston . Yarnton and Cassingwll 
pari<;ht·~, Ihl're i<; a problem with this kind of d~\ling-, i\lost ('ariy fnclosure and common·fil'ld 
boundary hedgt,,, contain dm 10 a greater or le-ssl'r drgT('C' and. all the flood-plain, Olhrl'S art' 
dominatc.·d by crack "illtm·. The effect of elm on the species-composi tion of hrdgrro\\-s may 
bt' pro{()tllld. En'{lish elm was introdun'd from Eastern Europe in the Bronl(, or Iron .\'{r.., 
Ix·cau .. e its driC'd lea\'es and branches were ('xcdJ('nt food for sto(:k in winter. Engli:..h dm I' 
gtneraJly recognised as il midland o,;peci(' .... dn'eloped from a ... ingle done. pnhaps a ... a distant 
rt'lati\"t~ of th(' smooth-Iea\ rd elm. It i .. onl\· f(,l1ile.' in \TI'\' warm summers so ih fruits art' 
lI'iuall) .. tc:"rile, and, thou~h it slirken; 1[('(,1)' al()l1l~ ht'd.~t···linC's·:!t it does not han" o,;uffit'it'nt 
,l!;l'netit, \'ariation to make it T'l, ... i .. tilnt to di'il'a .. c surh .is DUlrh Elm disease, thl~ fungal ... pon· ... 
or \\"hkh are carried from tree to tret" by .';(o!l/w bet,ties durin{{ windle:--:; summrr da~ .... It \\a ... 
pi.u1.icuL.l.riy \'irulent in the early 1970s. \\ 'h('n allU\\t'd to ~ow to th('ir full h('i{{ht dms .. had(' 
Ollt many 'il11allt'r specit's and till' slKkrr.. tllil-Cump<:te lIT(' o,;eedling .. II)i.ng to bnolTIt' estab
li shed in the ~ap ... produced by dead dm .. , Thuo,; the numhn of .. pecies pt'r '~o yd. ",u'('tch I'" 

rl'duC('d ,\!ld Hooper's hY1>othe ... i~ is no I()n~l'r \"alid. 

III .D( .. l.RO\\· Sl'R\LY 

During 1993 tnT and shrub species were rt'corded in I 03 h('d{{t'~ in \\'olvcl"cote and GodstO\\. 
Each is Ilumb('f'('d and shO\\n Oil Fig. J. ' I he hcclgt, di.lt'l are alTi.lllged in Tabl(' I in fi\·(> 

Ibid . 7<1 
IIml. fit 5. 
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historical or geographical ~oups: parish and open-field bounclarie-s. parliamentary and other 
endo'lun' hc..·d~e:" Ih(" pos ... iblc location of \\'ol\"("r(ou' Hur.,t, hedgc!i in \\'oh'crcote Lot ~Icad, 
and God,,[O\\ holt!'! and hams. In each group the" ht.·dg:es are listed in numerical order according 
to the a\"crag:e number of specie!; per 30 )ds .. \ total of ... 3 specie ... was recorded. including 
raspbt'rT}', hone~';uckle and red currant \\hich .. hould not IX"l'ounted for the purpo ... e of Hoop
("1"\ h}l)Q(hesis but an" included in the data for int("n>:~l. Species are .. hown in Table I with the 
mOst abundant on the left. starting \\<;th common ha\\1hom which was recorded in 80 hedges. 
DO{{fose ,\-as found in more man 50 hedges and elderberry. blackthorn, elm, crack willo,\-', 
ash, firld maple and wild privet in between 21l and 50 hedge" Oak, dogwood, goat willow, 
purging burkthorn and midland hm.\'thorn were less fommon, occurring in between 10 ilnd 
20 hedges and the remainder, including the woodland indicator species hazel and wild crab 
apple, are found in fewcr than 10 hedg{·s. 

For simplicity the 1834 Enclosure Award ~lap wa') (ho~cn as a base map for Fig. I. with 
GocislOW holts and hams shown separately rig. 2. Each hedge is numbered and, where 
appropriate, modern features are indicatcd \, .. ;1h a dOL and dash line ,railways!. a dashed line 
roads" and a dOIH'd line -modem and Otilt'f boundaries not on the 1834 map,. 

Paruh and Opmjield Boundam, (Hedges I 29) 

In \\'o!\"('rrott' in the north, south and wcst, the pari,h boundar: takes the form of a stream 
bC'Iicir '\'hirh thcr(' mayor may not be a hedge, Hedges bc ... idc HoneycUl ditch 11105. I, 7 and 
2,), on tilt' \\'okercOlc/Yarnton boundary form the northern boundary of \\'ok'ercott:' Lot 
~lcado\\ and are \,('rY rich in species ma.\.. 10, min. 3. mean 5 spp.l30 yd.s. including elm 
and woodland indicator species such <Ui hazel, dog'lvood and micUand hawthorn. They arc 
grm ... ing on a 2 m. wide bank to the west oflhr actual boundary stream. Hedge no. 4, to the 
west of \\'ol\"('r(ot<." Lot i\lead, is also species-rich II species) but is more ob\;ously fonned 
by coloni ... alion along Honcycut ditch bank. 

The parish boundary is picked up again in hedges 8 and IS (max, 6, min, 4 spp./30 yds,) 
besid(: the turnpike to \\'OOdSlOCk, on the eastern boundal)' of Frisc Field. Both contain elm 
now alas rfpresenlcd only by suckers and lor stumps up to 2.5 m. wide). Parish boundary 
hcdgc~ 9 and 16 ha\'c an average of 5 and'" spp.l30 yds. from a pool of nine species, including 
common hawthorn, blackthom, elderberry, common privet and dogwood, perhaps renectin~ 
an old hedge along lhr edge of Frise Field in existence bt'fore the turnpike was buill. Hedges 
10,17,18 and 25 ,mean 5, + and 3, max, 6, min, 3 spp./30 yds, on the nonhern boundary 
of Blindwell Field arc atypical. ::"io. 17 is an orchard boundary, and nos. I 0 and 25 are next 
to the railway. They do not contain elm, and ornamental 'ipecies such as garden privet and 
therry are found in both, Hedge no. 18 is not species-rich either but it does contain elm and 
field maplc which one might expect in \\'oln'rcOlc's parish boundary hedges. 

Another "cClion of the parish boundal)', hrdg'(' no. 11 to the north-east of \\'olvercOle, 
contains 15 trec and ~hrub species: avera~e 5 'max. 7, min. 21 per 30 yds. including hav .. lhorn, 
blacktho11l, dm, ash, dogrost:', field maple, hazel, rlderbcny and oak, together v,,;rn beech, 
lime, rowan, large-leafed lime and wild service trcc planted pOSl-19+S, It borders a field called 
Twisdelowe imeaning 'forked burial mound' \25 in \\'ater Eaton, and forms the eastern bound
ary of B1indwell Ficld (now !'(orth Oxford Golf Course) in which ridge and furrow is visible 
in plan's. Twisdelmvt"s eastern boundary I hedge no. 19) ~ less rich than no. II with an average 

\1 Gt-llinll;. IN PIII£~ \~ ojOy(mhmu 1952 3.34 
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of I "ip<'ri('s per :lO yd~. max. '"', min. 3 and only h sp('rit~s. Its l1orthl'nl bUlIndilf\', no. 2h. i ... 
not under disclI ... slon hrrt". Bt'<1nm~ 10 Illllle! the <lllcn\('c! \ ariation, aTe th('<.,(" a\'rra'-!;('~ of;} and 
~ spp'!30 yd ....... ignifkant) 

The docunwlll'> ... 110\\ that in I 'nR. till' fl\\Iwr ... hip flf Twi ... dclow(" \\ as lr.uhlc:rrccl from 
Gochum :'\ ullllt'ry to St. I"nd('<;\\ Ide· ... Pnory. If Iht, Iwd({t' \\ a ... ne, .. ly plal1lrd \dwn tile" field 
("h"U1~l·d hand ... Ollt' \\ould ('xpen to find fl .. ) "p(Tie ... pa 30 yd . stretch and a nll'<lI1 01 :) ill 
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hC'd~(' no. 11 fall\ \,,;thin the expected \ariation. In 1588. Twisdclowe was a~in transferred. 
thi!, lime from \rilliam Lenthall of Cuttc 10\\(' to \\'illiam Frf'rr of \,'ater Eaton p3.fbh. .\ 
mean of + '1'1'.130 yds. for hed~e no. 19 mil(hl indicatr a plaminl( dal~ c. 1600, a!(>in wilh 
tht' expc.'nrd \ariaLion. HerC' the hypothr b c.·{'m~ to hold trur. Th~ h("d~e i., ... eparated from 
B.mbuJ) Rn.td b) a ... trip of woodland indudin~ ("(lInmon ha\\ thorn. ddt"r. blackthorn. ('Im, 
a h, fidd mapk. wild priWl, midland hawthorn. and dnt(\"'od. Banbur\" Road hedl(<S 6 and 
12 are poorly maintained and have an a\'era~(" 01'.1 0;,1'P./30 yd\. max. 8. min. 3). TIlt' 17 
"'p('(i('~ recorded includc.' elm and ancient woodland indie,HoI' such as midland ha',-lhom. \\ ild 
pri,·tt. field maple. dogwood and purging bucklhorn. ,\ plaming dale of (. 1500 or IWO is 
... u"t~(· ('d but th("T(: is a ... trong innuence of ancient \\ocKiland 'peeie:). This b nOl out of place 
h('sid(' an old dro\"C' road \\.:here for more than a thousand },t.'ars barrier'S were imponi1nl to 
stop animals from eatin~ crops in the acijacem fidd~. 

~ l o\'ine; southwards through a rcsidcntiaJ area \\l' COI11(, to l1f.'d~t" no. 2 which is p~lrt of the 
'outhLTn pilri~h IXlundaJ)' lyin.1:{ on the ,outh ... ide of Bladon Clo,t·. It is. perhaps, surprising 
that lilt' hedge still contains elm. a\h. hazel, t'lderl)('rry and nark \villo\\. species \ .. hich mi~lll 
\\('11 reflc('l .l pari,h boundary hedg-e. as it al,o hal;, ~m ornam("ntal rhrrry and no ha\\ thorn or 
hlackthorn. Finally. also on lhe sOUlhern beunda!]. lht.'f(" i., the \ \'imerboumr stream h\'dg(' 
no. 20 I)in~ bet\\l'en \\'ol\'errOl("\ common pa,ture and 16th-century or older enrlosurr", in 
St. Giles's pari",h. The poorly maimaincd Iwde;\' contain'; rIm suckeN and 1.5 m. stumps, 
nark \'.:iU(l\\, common hawthorn .md c1derlwrry. It" po ilion ugge<,LS that it is much older 
than thr ± 100 )I'~lrs tht' number of spc.'dcs might IIldifi.ue. Th(' \\'interboume's name ITIl'ans 
lhat it is m.linl". .Kli\'(" in \\imer. It Aow, into Shiplakt~ clilC'h. tht, final "llTetch of the pari .. h 
DoundaT} ... t'lJ<lr.uing Port .\Jt·adow Oxford City from \\'oln'rrol(, Common \ \ 'ol\'('rrOl(" 
parish. The.' pranic(' of inler-commonine; bel\\t'en thest· t\\O common pastures meant that tht' 
houndary did nm have to bt stockprooC so no h("d.~(' wa, nere ... sary along Shiplake dilch. 

Just ~LS \\'oh-errote's parish boundarirs ha\,(' ~('vc"ral !o!toric, to tell so do those of the open 
fir Ids. There ~lre no early record,; of \ \'ol\'eITOlc's open fields, \\'CT(' Cowhill, Frise, Blindwell 
and Il or-.low Ficlds laid OUI and the boundary hrdgl"s plant('d at GodsLOW's founding when 
one might l'xpen Ihem LO {'ontain some 8 or 9 specics per 30 yd. stretch, or in the I·hh 
n ' llIuT}' during the r('organization of Gocbtow\ lands? TIll' a\'erage number of species for 
Il('dge.·~ in whirh ('Ims are found Irequ('nLl) is 6 or Irss, whirh is \\ ithill the allowed \'ariation 
Ic)r a I hh-«.:rntuf) origin . • \$ mentioned abov(' hf'dg<."s may be.- Il's-'i species-rich wherr elm trrcs 
grO\\ sllffici('nuy largr to shade out .. mailer In'cs ~md 'itop thrir n'gcnrT3lion from se('d .... 0 

l)('rhap th(' field boundary hedge~ are mOT(' than six hundred ) ears old, Occasionall) I'hn 
may t'nhann' a hrdge ~lS, fi)r example, \\ht"f(, elm surkt'rs. in old hedges .. uch as no ... 21 and 
:J9 ha\'(" c,·ntt'ffd the ~oungt'r canal-side hed~r, no ... -1-0 And 12. 

\Vtst of th(' Oxford (·anal, nos. 3. 5 and 'li appear to Ix' internal hrdges but ha\'c mrans 
I>l'tW('('n :1 ,md 7 'pp.l30 ~ds, ma.x. 9. min. 3\, from ,t suitt of t\\t'h-r spccirs includin't (·lIn. 
fi('ld maplt", \\ tid pri\t't and do~\()(xJ. 1 or rra"K)J1s di. ... ( .. u sed belo\\- it rna) be: ... i'tllificaJ1t that 
thC') ar(' growin~ on J bank some 2 m. \\ide.". The Endo un' \ ward map clearly hO\\~ tht·'i.(" 
hcd~ts 10 lx' pilrt of thr Frbe Field \\nlem bollndal), prior lO the.- ad\('nt of lht' canal. and 
the.- east(>nl boundar\' of a 25 f1. wide track to \\'01\ ('rro«' Lot .\ lead. 111i, i.s a northern 
( .. onLinuaLion of lhr Kn'en lane, now known a!o! .JcX' \ \ l1ih"S Lane. J-It'dg('~ 13. 14 and 22 form 
thr lam'\ wt'~tenl bounda.!') and 14 and 22 ilr(' abo the l'asH'rn boundary of Butt'i Furlong 
in \\'ol\'('fcOlr I...('\S which is .. hO\ ... ·n. un-namf'd. on Pride's map with a stream as ilS \\C'st('m 

r( It Oron. xiI., 181 :.?fll, 1115, 314 
14Ior fj~1e.swticIu Rt"c <:omm. 1810 '3 1 II 191 



i)orcicr IIl'd,g-t' no. :29. hO\\c;'vl'r, is a collection of tree:') colonising the Re('\"es Ditch and marks 
till" Ix)und.lry ht'PM'en Cowhill and Frise I'i(,(d prior to 183 .. 1-. 1lle unmanaged tn'rs and 
,hruh~ growing on il.!i bank han" an d\'Cragt' of 3 spp./30 yds. max. ~, min. 21. includin~ 
lC"nll1()I1 h.l\\thom. blatkthom. ddl'rhc.-~ and dogrose. 

l'ariUlmmlarr alld 0111" EndolUff IItd~" (Ilttign 30 ;0, 52 61) 

\\"oIVl'frtU(· wa~ endosed 111 1834. despitt' St. John's Collrgc's pleas against it on bt'halr of 
their poor t{'nams, and the open fir!cb \'\l·rr di\ided up. Each ne" .. O\vl1('r \\<ru. ('xpe(."(ed to 
li' nn' his ()\.\'n .,lIounenls with a li\i,.' or dead ht'dgc and. \\ here an O\ ... l1('r could not alford to 
('ITct a fel1ce, hI.' had lO sell his allotment and make the be!;l he ('ould of the money hl' re("l'ivt·d. 
The"e hl'dgcs are usuaUy easy to recognise because they do not follow the topograph)- or LIlt' 
direction of ridge and furrow. They arc strai'{ht i>rcause they follow lines marked on .1 map 
III an offin'!' 1 looper's hypothesi~ suggests that Ciuch hedges should comain 1.7 specie') p('r 
:m yd, stretch, lI ed~es 32, 33 and 36 in CowhiJi Fidd are shown on the endosure map as il 
line or trec!; and appear LO be prinll' ex.amplt"~. hut in t 993 lhe species il\'era~cd -1 and :i pcl 

30 yd'). ma.x. 5. min. 2) respecti\'ely .. ,\t H[")t ight it mi'{ht appear. therefore. that Cowhill 
Fidd had cffocli\'ely been enclosed long hefore 183+. ,\pparemly similar hed~es in r rbe Ficld, 
nos. 30 and :34. re\'eaJed on examination, hO\\'('\'er, that when Pear Tr("(" Roundabout W.\'i 
huilt in 1991. soil \"as spread over the land h{'t\\o('('n \\ 'OodSlOCk Road and thc canal, and till' 
hedges \H'rc replanted \\;th a mixture of n~Hin' speries! Iled~es 37 and 38 arc posl-1831 
examples in Frise Field not shown on tht.' original map, cOnlainin~ haw-thom and r1derbel"n, 
WiUl 'iome do~rose and blackberry. 

Yet other ch'U1ges to open field boundaries took place: in Frise Field nos,~ I ...J-..t. have all 

.l\"era~(' of 2 or :1 spp./30 yds, induding hawthorn, blackthorn, elderocrl) and/or dm, thu~ 
f~\lIin~ well within Hooper's hYPOlhesis for a plalllin~ date when the Oxford canal was buill 
in 1788, "') \Vhen the railway was built in 18 L) hedges disappeart'd from \VolH'rl'otr Lot ~t (,il(1 
SUUU) of Duke's CUI as it became a borrow pit and ftlled with water. After urbanisation spread 
in \Volverrote remnants of some hedges, such a~ nos, 15 -19, which contain elm and arc relin 
open field boundaries, becamC' garden boundaries. ~()~. 50. 52 54 and 56 are suburban hedges 
of mixed origins \\o"hilst nos, 55, 57 59 and 60 horde! railway lines, 

77v I'osnhl, f.omtion qf 'lok.,.ro" HUrll 'Htd.~(j 5/. Ii'l 71) 

Il ed~{' no. 51 is a remnant lying to tht' W(,,,t of the Oxford canal. It is rich in spt't.·ies mean 
h 'ipp./30 yd~. and the bank on which it wa't planu.-d is still \·i"ible. It now if)rmS it line of 
trt'CS \'.-hich, before the canal was buih. grc\\ alon~J(){' " 'hite's Lane, Hedges 62 hh, 68 and 
71 form the wc~tem boundary of Cowhill Field and al"o bordt'r thi.s green lane, "t'parating 
thr flondplain with iLs pasLOra1 rights from lh(' arahle on the hill. These hedges have an a\"("ra~l' 
of between 3 and 6 spp. pt'r :m yds. max. 8. min. 1 , Remnant elm stumps (. 2.5 m. in 
diamrt('f ran still b(' seen with elm sul"ke ..... up 10 25 f1. high, and Lhen: are sub ... tamial ~lsh 
stOols. I-kdge no, 71 is a remnant hcd~(' induding dill, nack willO\\" and hawthorn. part of 
which was destroyed when Goose (;rc('n Cluse \\-'ilS built .md a line of Italian poplar planted. 

SI. John's Cull. ~Iun ISIJI 
LC H 1J\",_ xii. 311ft 
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:\0. 6 .... lx,rdt'rs thr fitld n("Xl to ( ... oo ... c Gret'n Clo"t, ,lOci has hawthorn. blackthorn. dm. a!sh. 
ddt·rbc~. track ".;110" and e;oal \ .. ilIow with an 3\"c,:rae;e of:) "pp. per 30 yd . m3.'\.. 6. min 
3 ~o. 68 i. a ... hart stretch of hed'{e with common ha\\lhom and elm. and crac-k \\iU()\\ 

which rdlrcb tht., pr(',enn' of a 'iillC'd-up pond. TIlt" riehl· ... l '('Cliom. of Joe \\'hite's Lam' in 
lOLa] numhc.'r of p(:(i(-" .. are hedges 62. 63 anu 66 \\;th a mc:all of 6. 6 and 4- ... pccie-s r(" p(·(tivd~ 
1113.'\, 9, min. I pt:'r .lU "d ... 1 indudin~ the- anrit"nt \\(xldland indinllors. fidd maplt", "ild 
privet. midland hawthorn and hazel. lO~rth("r \\ilh midland <mel (ommon hawthorn hybrid .... 
" 'hy arc:' tht·y so ridl in ,pt"cies? 

Referring to the documenb again, Lilt' 183 t Enclo ... urt· A\ .. arel mentions \\'oh"erCOlt' 
Common. Goo~r (;rern and " 'olvt'rcote Hurst but docs nol hK"ate the lattcr on the.' map .. \ t 
fiNt it seemed likrly that tht' llursl mi~hl br wood pa,lUre on the hill above the Plou~h publir 
hnu"t' bnausc thr name hUNt means 'wood on a hilr. lO :\'n Olhe.·r evidcl1(e (ould be founo 
and it is nm knowli \,"hen the tree,. if any, di"appeart'd from tht' Hurst, nor the exact location 
of the 6 furlongs x :31 or pasture possibly includin~ \vooel pa .. turt') at Domesday. PaNons in 
16:36 ineludt.'d the HUNt II a. I r. 3Op. amon~t tht commons or \\ a..,tcs and also notC'd 'tht, 
elm4.: of pasture by the hUNt called the Iowa cio .. t, ' and 'one littlt· clo .. e by the hUNt 'iidc' 
rallrd thr Butts, '1 Lower Close is hown on thr St. John\, map and pan of it is now GQ()"C 

Gn'('n Clo .. e.' hed~t' no, 71 • but U1l' location of the Butb is undear. In I i31 there wen- BUlb 
in thr Cia) and Short Cla)- in Blind\\ell Field. which Par-.ons doe .. not mention, Butb Furlon~ 
in HOf'lo\\ Ficld \\hich P.lrsons de cribe ... between L.illie 11,1r 10\\ Furlong: and Hrn ... lo\\ fur
lon~ and BUlb Furlong in \\'oh'ercOlt" u-~", Lookine; ror til(' 10 ... t II a_ If. 30p_ takl"" us to 
th(" only plac.:t' whl'rt' tht"rt, ... cem~ 10 be <l thangt· In acr('<lL{l' in til(' rield~. \\'okercotr Ley ... 
\\hi<:h W.h il1(.Tc:'a __ "cd rrom 36 a. to t.5 a. by draining swampy land after 1636. It \\a ... tim. 
'1\\ <lmpy ground O\l'r whiC'h the canal Wa!! built in 1788 .md the.' rail\\ay in 18·H) thus dc::,troyin~ 
im} ("\,idcnn' in tiw field, In 1731 lhe Piau" 'Iubdivided into ... trip:" is recorded in \\ 'oln'rrou' 
Leys and in 1765 Pride shows the strip ... in the Plats betwl't'n BUllS Furlong and what becam(' 
Home ilnd Funht'r Furlongs in \\'oh'crcOle l..c)-s. Did the ... (' ('xtra 9 i.\. come from a pir<:elllcal 
cndosurc of the Il u.:.;t, Ira\'ing a 2 a. remnal1l of the Il uf'il ror inclusion in 'lhe ('ommons 
.and wa'iU' lands known or called by the names or Port i\ lradow \\'olvercote ~Ioor \.voh'ercou' 
H UNt and Goosr Green' of parliamel1lary t·nc!murc." and sub"equrntiy sold to tht' raih\-a~ 
("ompany? Irthis i ... the case, the spt"cies-rirh Iwdgt'S inJol' \\'hite\ Lane may simply indi<:alt' 
lht, antiquity ofthe.'lanc itsclfbutlhis does not addre ...... the {'xlrnt of the H urst ~e\'eral u'l1luJ"ies 
ill{O. 

I ledge" 67 and 70 have an a\'crag:e number of :1 and 1 spp./30 )ds" max. 4-. min, 2 
including hawlhom, t'lm and purging buckthorn, and lie on either ... ide of a path from Jcw 
\\'hite'~ Lane.' to \ \ 'ohercotc Ley, cro .. sing Butts lurlong .md a bridK(~ O\er the t.·anal. The.' 
numlx:r of ~p("cirs tdb us that these.' hl'dges arc cOl1trrnporary with the canal hut tht' dm and 
huckthom "iU,ggeSl an earlier origin. In contnL'it. tht, nonh boundary' hedge no. 69 or a c1o ... t, 
apparenu~ ('ncroarhing on to the rommon land. GO(hl" Gn"(-"n. rompruC"s crack \."iUO\." \\ith 
()(TillIional fommon ha\\ thorn as if willO\\ had b(:tn planted to \tabilize a ditch bank. hut 
more dOl'umt>ntary e\·idence is needed in order to di'icow'r till' agt' of these hl'dge~, 

(;("Ilinl( 11JJa \aww f!f O:wn. 
Bodl. \ IS. rop, O"on. c 33-1. pp. II 25. 
Blc-nlwim \Iun Box 151 'iun.~ orWolvc'r('(l{(' 1711. 
I~CII (hon. xii. 315 
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Odom hirt' .\nhn.t"S. Q")OI \, Book II I ,,'olu'n 011" t'ndu .. url" 3\\arti. 1834 



\LlS(Y\ \\ \leUr). ·.\IJ) 

Ilw lwei'?;,· ... in till nonh-\\(· ... t ("orner of \\'ol\ITrott' \H· ... t of lhf' canal tell i.l diff<'ft,nt 'iton 
l"IH" houncian of \\'Oh"CITott' LoOt .\Icad to lhl' \H"t and north IS Honf.'ycut diKh, tIl(' s~\mt' 
'h IIw p<lri ... h huunda'1 I't' abm (" To tilt" "olllh i ... til( Oxlflrd \\'itne-y ro,ld built (, 1 ~H(J, 
;lT1c1 Duke' Gut huilt in 1789, both fi.'Jl(,C'd. nll' long(·"t of tht, inte-mal ht'dgt''o inrludC':') 11m •. 

7:i ,1IId 7~, \\ilh <I l11t'an of 8 spp.l30 \"(b. max. 10. min, () induding the anci('nl \HHXlland 
indit ,Uo,.... fidd 111<lpl(", \\ ild priH"l .1I1e1 l11idl~lIld ha\\ thum. Ilt'clgt's 72 ami 77 art' ,,1"'0 ri(·h 
ill "plTin "ith a Jl1can of III and 9 ... pp.l'iO yd". I Jl1i.IX. 10. min .. )1. :\0. 79 is Icss rirh (5 spp.l 
m yd .... indllclin~ midland ha\\lhorn, <lI1d . tT III " to 1)(' ... Ift,("(t'd by til{' rail\\i.\} emb.mkmt'llL . 

. \1"'0 \\ithin lh(' ~It'ad is Poor"" Plol. It" boundal1 hC'og-cs, nos. 7 .. k 75, 76, 7H and 82. grO\\ 

Oil .t :2 m. bank and ha\·(' a llH'an b(,twl't'n 5 and H "pp.l30 yds. 'max. 10. min. :i) from ,\ 
tm,ll of IH spl'C"i(· .... including ha\\thorn. blafklhorn. dm. ash, field maplC', "ild prin·t. oak. 
dm.,"\ ood. goal" illm.\, purgine; bUl"kthorn, midland ha\\ thorn. wild crab applr ,mel \ ... hi,('!w.Ull, 
F OUl spcc-it's ... tand Out bt'caus(' 'iley arc' \\-T)O(Uand indic3lOr'\ midland hawthorn. ha/d. 
dog'MKKi ,lI1d wild nab apple which dn not occur in til(' n·"t of the pari h ('x("('pt in .10(' 

" "hih'\ I .... UlC. Hcdg('" 81 and 83. also gl"lmin,?; on a 2 m. bank, han' ll1t'ans of:') ann I "pp.l 
~O yek n'sp('uinl) I·h(') i.\n' tall, ~apl)\ l1l'dgt.'S \\ hkh h,,\"{· sufTned fi·om la( k of manag('llIl'l1l 
and l·~lIt1(· gral.ing .• \JI tlll· ... e hed~t' ... arc df'arl) t'itha .ls"c)("iau'd with \\oocUand or arc"' ~tIlrit'nl. 
If tht' fc)nnn is l"OIT('ct, i.t,. lhnt' an' a""art l1C'd~('s, cmt' would cxpnt \H)(KlIand indiratOl 
pcTit· ... in tlw ~round flora ~lS \\ ('Ii ~ among til(" trtT" and shrulh. but nont \HTe IllUnd and 

no \\oodland wa~ rC'(·orded in \\'okernllt' in IOR7 ' If' til{' hedge ... art" anci('nt Ihen atTordinl{ 
to Iloopn\ hypoth('"i ... they could hl' mon' th,Ul 1,000 )ears old. 

TIl(' d()("uITIenb ... hf'd <;omC' li~ht on Ihis. \\'ol\"('I"cO(C' Lot ~lt'ad \\as kno\\n as \'orlhmc'ad 
in thl' 13th ("('ntuf\.. Poor's Plot had bl'(,11 f<liled thl' (;rC'at alld Linlt, Iiams in :\onhnwad 
in 15 W. \\hich in'tum had bnll Il t'rvlll:{i .. ham and Lid1('''c)"C' when G(xiSlO\\ :\unnn~ \\~,s 
ICHlIldc'c! ( I 133. I'hese 'un(,lldo"t'd' 101 ITIt';.lCJ.., w('r(' ('ndosed in 1698. If. as tlw Hjqa 
Chan("t"1) DClT(,(' "'lall'~, tht, boundaries "f Ill'\\- {'nciosUlt' ... were fenred and plantcd \,,"ilh quil"k
st'l hi.l\\thnrn within n\(' nay~ of tht' .\\\ .lrd hl'illt{ made. Oil(' would expt'("( to lind aboul 
:3 "pp./'m }ds. and Ihis i" dear!) not tilt' (as('. rhe H or 9 spp./30 yd. sln'tl"h "'lI~,l{l"it thill 
thl"it' l1t'd~"('s \\('!"t. 1101 planted in th(' I fith (·(,Ilttlry wl1('11 Sir J ohn O\\"('n iKquirl'd Ih(' l.tnd . 
• 1I1e1 th.lt Ihn prl'(l~ltc GCKl"tow\ fllUndation. Ilm\{'\t·r. b('arin~ in mind ('("olo,{ical ITasOlls 

for ~I limil 0" 10 or II i.b IhC' maximum Illllnht'l" of "pp./30 yd .... whirh might bc' fiHlI1d ill 
tlw ... (' OxJ{)I"d ... hirc floodplain Ilt·d~(·s. and lht' Ilu,dic\·al namt's Heryngisham and Li( hl'st·~c·. 
tht· nlC'io'llH" Oflh(''>(' ham ... could he mudl t·arli("r .• \ ... imilar hl'd~(' in 1ht· Yamton f1o(}d-pl~lill 
\\ ith .1 l"C)lllparaulr "'l·t of' "peTie'" 1.,rro\\"in~ ill ,I douhk nl\\ on a 2 m. bank is horclnt'd h\ a 
ROI1l.U1 t)".ltl and tht' first (·ulting ofth(· ,\s"'(Kiah'd ditth \\as into a Roman plough-... oil. \\·c 
.11'1' kit \\ith .1 qU{· ... uon. Do tht' Iwd'{t, in \\·oh-nrOlI· Lot ~1c-ad. and lh()'It· similar (lilt' ... ill 
Yalllton. form part of thl' "ilmt' IMstnr,11 held s) ... tc'm 0(" .\n~lo-Sa .. x{)1l or p<Thaps. Imn .\ gt 
(If" Rnm.lIl oril,rln? 

I \lnni' I'd tMnndfl) BOlt (hjilld.111I ]11711 
1"(1/ (h 11 • .... 11. 111 
( I,ll ~ Rrtplt7 01 ("11"11111 . \Unlun '17"1. i KitllwIUI,· R,m,..,n· (:h.1I 11\ IMllI~hl ;I plt'll' 01 nw.lt!nw III \\ olH'11 fill 

(.llkd (.n·,11 11.1111 H .1. ,inri I .1. nlt·,ld<l\\ ,ulilJil1im~ (.n·,11 Il,ull 011 ''-I fWIIl Sir Johl1 \\"alu· .. III "".lIo,(l,·n ill 1 iOh 
Chlolti hin \Jlhi\('". \IS. \Ii.'o(. "iu I X\.\"1I1i11 

I ( /I (hon xii. 1\ ). Odonl.Jlln· \n luvn " ..... n.1 h \ I I .1 21 <OP' 01 (h.tnr n nct" C'(' lor IId"SlIfT 01 
1 .. ,\ \11-.1110\\ ihqa 

(. li,\ (hftlni \UIHO\Ol.;lcOIi t·nll Hnpubll hl"ll n-pon I')<I~ 
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I 89 
LITTLE BAYNAMS _ 

~ ~REAT BAYNHAMS 

I' 

EASTCOWlEYS.~ r 
92,/"\" ,,91 J 87 ' 

97,jp:A" 
\ 85' -'7 

I I 93 9 84 :~ 190 
WESTCOWlEYS/99 1"'10I~ 
~ '\ U l ~KER'\ reJ0SE 

~ 5?')8,},,{OO 103 )~ 
STONEHOUSEplcfs~FAIR CLO~ 

"\ ThaTrout 

~V( 

(;od,lml' flail, IIlId 1/11111.' (f/edgf\ 8~ 103) 

23; 

\\'(·'\1 or \\'okC'r("ot(, ~Iill Iht~n' i ... a '{Toup of ~mall ham. "ome of whkh are "Oeparalcd fmm 
('.1('h othn h) holt ... Fi~. 2. rhl' bound ant· ... of Gf(·al ,mel Lillie Baynhams om, 8·t 91 an' 
"pn]('''-poor, mainl) crark willow \\ith llil\\{horn bll'\lu· ... ilnd some lombardy poplar I, 2 or 
'~ "pp.l:m yds .. Crack willow iii often pL.Hll(·d '0 thill the.' roob maintain ditch-banks. rhe." sizt" 
of till" (ret' ... on lIw'\t" boundarit-... ~uggesh th~u Hark \\ iIlO\\- ... rna) ha\ t'" l>t~cn plantcd or rt'plantt'd 
.lhout ~l hllndrrd ~rar.. a'{o and the lomlMrdy poplar mon° rcceml\', " 'here then· i.., a ditfh 
It i, <lr\" and ha" bc.·('n sinc(' c. 19j8 when th('" Oxford \\ t'strrn byp;t .. " wa.'l built. Thc't(.· specie.·,,
poor. pH'dominantly willuw boundaries are sj~ifil-antl) diffrrt"111 in .. pecies-compo .. ition from 
th(· rommon hawthorn Enc!o ... ure ,\ward h('dgC'~. and Hoop('r' hypothe ... is doe~ not apply to 

t1WIll. 

In ('ontra.-''it to Crt'at and Little Ba~11h.uns, L..1.ljl and \\'(·"t Co"le'\ have "omc -'\JX'"de~-rirh 
hedg('''. In La!>ol Cmdeys no,,_ 92 94 han' an aH'Ta~(' of j or ti ... pp.l30 yd..,. max. i. min. 
:1 ~pp.riO yd", rrom a li"t of 13 ~pccies indlldin/;"{ crack \\ illo\\. do~\ood. common hawthorn. 
dO/;"{fO""l', blackthorn. eldrrbC"rry. \ ... ·ild prh"tt. hazc.-!. domc.-... t.ic cr.thapple. oak.. purging burk
thorn. /;"{oat \\ilJO\\ and gu(-"ldrr rmc. Ra ... plwrT) b al ... o found in lht'S(' lwdges. :\0. 93 di\id(''i. 
La ... t and \\'C ... l (:ow)(")'-' and is 'iitualed on cl 2 m. bank, <.;imilar to those round thr Gn·.ll 
I lam. Bound"" hl'(h:es 95, 96 and 98 have ,\ mean of 5, +, and 2 'pp.l30 ycb. ""pecti",I\, 
(·\"t'n thou~h lht') art" rhidly crack willO\\ \\ith common hi.\\\ thorn , I'he) are no\\ fenced but 
the boundaril'S thrm~I\"C's ma\ be thc adjarrnt diu:h('s. Hedg(' no. 99 Wa!i planted with 
t-nmmon ha\\lhom t. 1958, The hc-dge ... of Baker\, ClOS(". no. 100 103. are dim·n·nt ae;Jio. 
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I hn IM\I .1Il ,l\c'ral{t" 01 5 "pp.l30yd ... , max. 6. min . ..J induding elm and, in no. 100, hazel, 
.mel .In' .. imila. III LIl(' open fifld bouncla,",' Iwdgl" discll""sed abon', 'Thr Spt'cifS in thr holt 
IKlllnd.lrit,,,,, ho\\('\'('r. ml.l) rdlerl .\11 ant'it'nl \,oodland origin like hedgc!<I in lhe- Great Ilam. 
tile" coloni '-llioll of an () it'r lx'd h~ a \ aricl\ of pc:cic!i o\"{'r a period of man~ ) fars. or 
'UppIC'lllt·l\ta~ plillHing in the 20lh ('Cnlul). :-:'torchom,e Clost' comprises tht' Trout Inn's car
)Mrl-:. .• ,11011111;'111 ~.lI·dt'n, and a n.·c.t·ntl~ plantc:d orthard or f.1fe rruil trc{"s.4: It is nO\\ ft.'nerd. 

\\'IMl du an.ha(·olo~ and lht, (hKUmt'nt 'iay) II i'i not dt'ar how much of God.,lo\V hll", 
'lht' i,LJltd hc.:t\\(TI1 1\\1) hrid,'tt.'s', wa ... 'iuh·ciiyjcit-d \\hrl1 it "ali given to GodS10W ~unnef) 
t. 11 :U. I Baynhams was I'l'cor<i('d ilmon~l Ihe (jocl"'lO\\ d<:mesncs in 1536" Cow Lt'Ys is 
11I1( l1H'ntiol1e.:d until 163fi "hen, lik(' \\'ol\-<:rrol(, Lot ~ I ('ad. it \\as de"nil)(:d as I..a.mmas 
land sllbj('("t to \\ illler flO(Kh."~ Plan'-name n'idenn' suggests a medievaJ elcmt"nt in th(' Hame 
Ihynhallls, ,\.hirh c:ould han' been deri\"('d from the Abbess or GOdSlOW'S bay hors<., and Fair 
Closl,.· ill Lilt' southern tip of Lil(' Is)e.· (:auld h.l\"(' been named artcr the fair held thnc in SU.'phen 
.md ~I.ttilda\ frign.' T he possibly mcdin'al oriKin of tht.'Sl' names may be n:ficClt"d in til(' 
il\ lTa~l' of.') spp.l10 ,-cls. and wfluld fit .1I1 I,.'nrlosllre datc in lhe 15th century associillC'd with 
(J,Klsto\\ '<.; grange- in SwrchOlht' Close. :,\ine.'ll'rlllh and 20th-cenlury earlOgraphit· ('\'idenee is 
.HlI hc'lpful beraust.' dNai"', .. uch <I'i bound.u~ trce· ... lft' not alwa) .. included. HO\H'\("r. tilt' 
OrdnamT Surwy 1st I,.'dition {187ti! docs shm, (j n',ll and I..ittl(, Baynhams with trl'l'S along
thl'ir bOllndarit'\. 

Holts Oil the hie of GodslO\\ fimnc.·d pan of Illr dt'mr<o;m' .. of God,to\\ in 1 j:~j;" and w('r(' 
nmc..·d in 163b. 1736 and 176j, hut w('n' nol indudl'd in lhe 183-1- \\'oIH'rcOlc Enclosure 
\\\~trd bt'l'ilUSC ,ll that lime Go<l<o;lOw \,.lS e.·xtra-p~tr(Kllial. r he holt betwrl'!l hrdgl" 9 t, 96 
~lI1d 91{ i ... ont.' uf lhl' lru.t f('mnants of (. I h iI. of holl:-. rccorded in 1636 and 1765 .• \Jlhough 
some or tht' holts contained \\;110\\ probahly osirr .. : in I 7 ~i6, this strip of \\ oodland i~ no\\ 
similar to lhl' ancicnt floodplain woodland in GociSLO\\ I Jolt and ~I rdlcy \\'oad.-411 Thost' 
Iwelgl'S th.lI an' J(~iaft'nt 10 or bUll up to a hult, Irorn \\hil"h M'ynal spt'des may haH' culonl';,t'd 
the hrd~(', and thosc in Bakc..'r\ Clos(" \\h('f(' elm Ir('l'S ma) reflcct mcdic\'al l'nc1osul'r, do not 
support Iloopl'r\ hypothrsis. Rt'('ollriling Il oopcr's hypothesis ,""jlh histori(" ('videnn has 
proH'd 10 hl' ciinirull for this set of boundaric .... 

( O:\(1.l SI():\ 

\\'hen all the ('\idl'nce is taken illlo consideration (lnr can aITinn lhal lhr Humbcr of spp.! 
'iO ~ds. III \\'olnTl'olc hl'dgt'ro"., prm"ides duts to thr \;Jlagr· ... a~cllitural ,md lanelsGlp(' 
hislOn hut tht u,,' of Hoopc.'r·s h~l)(ltlll''\is i\ nOI straightfon",rd. Thcr(' are ecological ITa ... ons 
Ii)r a ll1ilximum of I () spp./30 y<ls. in the upper ·l·ll.lml'\ \'allt') near Oxford, Hedgcs containing 

, UkniJ'lIll \Iull ~11t'lf(. I mi..c. I)(IX III UlII'lIrul)('rrlllnllldl~ \\'ul\fTtU(I' plan~ ell:. lor hoU<;('.1I (.rl(l~Ul\\ 
BIIII~t' I; ill. 

t, Cl.uk, R",'1I(n 0/ (;f'//ltm.1 \UIIIU"!l . 
• la/m F,dt'H,lItl;'/Jl. ii, \fl] 
•• Bodl. \I~. Tup. Oson. c .n I. p. 2. 
t (;f'lIiTl~. l'blll \'''''' \ uf (ht n. Clark. Rrgntn ?1 ( .. //Mmf \Ullfllr} 

.. 0."". h" liMp '\'\"\,111 Ifi71-) 
• I"a/ur 1·~.1('11\11 " ii. \(11 

Sun('\. "r\\n""nul~ I".lh, Bl.'nlullll \Iull. \1 ... 11 Itl. InIM 1)(., 1(1 ~unn 01 \\ol\C'r.;:c,tl', I-'lh I) \}TC' 

l1oodpl.ull \\lx)(ll,l/ul III Lil(' 11l.,lIllr nootipl.lin IW.1f (hli.'rd' Oxlord l"nl\C'ro;;it~ lkpl. ((,f COlllinuin~ Education 
ullpuhl tllnt lor (I'nilic.ltl' in Counln I(k (.oIN:n,.II<1n, ""-11 
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elm ma~ han' fe\\ l"r ~pede than e~qx"ClC'd and unmanagt'd ht·d~t·:o. in pt~rmanem pa: lUrt' rna, 
gain ... pecie .... uch a!> eld("rlx'~ throu~h n('glel"l and lo~ oth('r. .• \s onto mi~ht expen in tho I" 

parh of the pari(;h on the flood-plain. the pari ... h houndarit,s takt· th(' form of a qream \\ho'(" 
bank!; are somt'limcs folonis<>d by tre("s. On hi~h('r ~olind in the north-t·a ... t they ("()mpri,(' 
h("d~es bord(:rin~ open fidd .... and the ,pt'cies-ri( lUll" ... of tw 0 of th('-'(" h(·dgr ... ,("em ... to n'flt,('t 

fhangrs in oWIlt'rship in the- 15th and 16th crmuric' . TIl(' diffe-n'nrr lx,t\\een the' opc'n fi('leI 
boundaril"s and the Ie,., species-rich parliamc:-ntary ('nclosure hl·(h.~l·'" is 'iignifkant with \ ~lriali()n 
from the expt,((t'd which has some po ... ",ibl(' explanation", 4\ I1("i(,nt woodland indicator ... inJo(" 
\ Vhitr\ Lane could be fOrt~ ... ef'n alon'{ an ancirnt track"ay I)ing ht'lw("c:n arable and common 
paSlUrc but tht" rra"on for their conn.'ntration in om: "('('(ion is uncirar, thou~h it may lx' 
associated ,,,ith \\'okerco1(' H urst in til(' di...Oiilant pa'll. In tht' north-west romt"r of the' pari. ... h 
tht'f(' is ronvincing- l""idenct' from sprcics-rirh Iwdg('s and the documents that sub-divi'lions 
in \\'olvercO[(' Lot ~lead were in plan' lon'{ l>c(ol{' its 171h-u'lllury endosure, but in the arr.! 
north of the Trout Inn U1(' field-boundaries could not lx' rrnmriled ,,;lh Hooper's h)l)C)Lhc:-.i, 
lare;r1y I>ccau,(' mo.,t of thrm began as a compll'x of slrram, r{'d bv the "'hames and draining 
illw \Voh"ercou' ~ f ill Stn'am. whilsllhe spt'cie;"s-l'Omp<hilioll of Olhcf'" ma~ h,we beell cnhancl"d 
hy .,pecics l'olonisine; from adjacent holl!;, In condu,ion. tht'nfore, Hoop('r's hypotht·,is has 
pro\'{'d not to bt, a , .... holly reliable;" indiralOr of tl1I' agl" or a il('dKl', but i ... a \'ef') efli('i(,1ll lool 
in poimine; out diffen'nce, bt-t\ ... ·een e;roup' or iwdg(" '\ hirh han' di£f(Tf'fl( ori~n~, 

\('''':\OWI.I.DGI.\ll. "1 :-, 

I \\'1'Ih to thank Hden Coytt', Camilla I.ambnrk and Carolll1(' .\IrCnlddcn ror !!wi, hdp in 
r('('orcling the hedges. Simon Tm ... 1l1ey and .\ ciriellllt' Rmc.'11 for lheir u~ch.11 comm('nts on til(' 
text. and J asmine How:-iC' for help wilh proor-reading. 
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