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[kin eol Otll)brr and Dtft71Zb" J 995 1m {)~ford .Irdzofologual l lIil (0.1l ) ramfd (Jut {lJl (ll(Jluatit)fl and 
luhlrr/uolt ncoralioll oj iii, litr uJ tht prufXJ1rd RouT I thuk Qmlitl Buildi~. Ruman 11 qI" Oiford. IYwliJ 
c!f 011 ca/llntioll and IIlbltqllnlt i.('Qk.-hin~ hritj ~)' fju (J.lt· at /h, atijarml Ro; t'1 Painlslwp ;il( OTt abo 
IIlwr/H.Jrall'd In thu rt'/HJrt. nil' naluahon at ,II, I thid, QwlitJ lJt, Irualtd a dl/th qf pTQbahtt wit Bron:;., 
.Igrll·:mb Iron .Ig( datt alld thu U'(l) jut!) ,,, rall'd and r({ordrd in iiI' (ount of tht ,'((am/IOn. w \0 oth" 
fUllfnlljmrary jealUTt,\ IUT' Idmtifitd, althouf!.h thru poJ/-meditml d,trhlJ lurt Juund. FindJ includtd fAit 

8f{)1I~' , I,~rI Eari'- 1r0IL . I,~r poI/fT). bOllr alld aiel(' piem '!lJlilll jrfllll 1/" p"hi,llorie flalure, and POll")' 
l/tnd\ jTl!m Roman and medin'll! plougJaoill. nit jrotu" i.1 qj mttmt a.1 nidrna tif aclu.'itr of l!tiJ dolt LI 
rtlolju() I/Hmt III Oiford, par/imlar!)' on til, 11111(I/onf Itfolo,lfJ" 

I" 1 ROIH'( 110:\, hI{. 1 

T 'H' art'a of lhl' propo ... rd de\'eiopmcllh t:cntrrd .H SP 5600 0400 lay to the cast and \\C,t 
of Roman \\'a\". and immediate!\ north of the romlt'r Oxford to \\neatlev rai!\\-a\. within 

thc Ron'r Group ;nanufanuring co~plex at COWlf~. Oxford. The major ar~a of ~patt la) 
to tht, ('a,t of Roman \\tay, where Rm'('r Group propo ... cd to construct a new \'ehicle QuaJit) 
Buildin'{ con'rint{ an arc:a of juSt under :2 ha, ,\ ( the time of exca\,ation, this site had been in 
ut,;,t· a, .1 ('ar park. 'nw nature of the ,j({', \\ith a ,uh .. t.lntial ... lope from cast to we ... t, mrant 
that thr w(' 1 end of lht, area would lx' "ub ... tantiall) rcdun'd in level before foundation \\orb, 
whilt, th(' l'a ... tenl end ,\owd probably be buill upo rhilt Wa! to involv(' the remm'a! of a 
sub ... tamial depth morc;' than I m. of lil1lr~t()ne from tht, \\e~t end of the ~ite, extending welJ 
int<) thl' n'ntral area, In addition, s('veral vcry deep ft· .. llurrs such a~ tanks were LO be built 
within and possibly oUl~idr the limits or the building, and service trenches were also to br 
du~, 

'I'll(" 't'('ond an"a of dcvelopment, for a new Painl\hop, IdY on the opposite side of Roman 
\' a~ . \ 1 Lh(' um(' of the t"'°aluation. thi~ ... ile was laid to t~lnna(" and (Oonnett>. the latter largcl~ 
a."i:-;(KiaICd with a sub .... tantiaJ modem building that had lwcn demol~hed in recenl times, 

Both propo ... ed dt·\°r!opments lay \\-;thin an area of \Try high potential for the sun"iva) of 
Roman rc"mains, and this \Va, confirrnt'd by a de ... ktop .... tudy of the archaeological backw-ound 
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ROVER PLA" srn. COWLEY 89 

undertaken for Rover Group by the O. \l; durin~ October 1995. Roman Way was a major 
Roman thoroughfar~ between the .. mall town of Alchester and Dorchester-on-Thames. A 
\'t'3lChing brief during the construction of a ~ main aero' the' line of the Roman Road in 
1959, located 250 m. south of the prop",cd de\'elopment area, had re\'ealed twO adjacent 
metalled road ,urfaces OS~lR 8033) constructed of lime-tone ~\'el and rubble. A number 
of po~"ibly Roman inhumation burials have been recordt'd to the north and ' ... ·est of the deyel
opment area during the last 100 years, most recently in 1959. when two burials were disco
,'('nod 150 rn. to the cast of the present sile. during tht' digging of a drainage trench for a car 
park at thr Pres'ed Steel plant. At least seven burials had been discovered some 100m. lO 

me \\'e~t of the present site during the 1 94Os,2 and it is po"io.;ible thal lhe~e w('re pan of a more 
extensive cemetery located in the vicinity. The sLUdy area also contained evidence of Roman 
lSelllrmrnl. Roman coins and pollcry were found in the 19th century at ~orthfield Fann off 
thr road lO Garsington, to the south-east of the Rover complex, and Roman ditches, po~~ible 
wall foundations and a kiln were seen in 1956 during the construction of an electricity sub
station al the point where lhr Roman Road crosSfS the \\'atlington Road, The de\'elopment 
area seems to ha\'c survived as agricuhural land illlo modem times, with the construction of 
a factory building c. 1939 on the site of the proposed l'aintshop. and a series of factory build· 
in~ on the site of the proposed Vehicle Quality building, con>tructed be,ween 1939 and 1956 
and demolished in recent times lafter 1972 3 

Topograp~~, gr%gf and wi/; 

Ilw solid geology across tht' silt' is Corallian limt'SlOIl(" ,md thi i ovt'rlain in plac~ by a thin 'iupt'rficial 
deposit of compact and cohe .. iv(' clay. On lht" we'item 'iidc of thC' Painuhop "ile the geology chan~{''i 
from limeslont lO sand. The land "lopes from e3.o'( to Wl'st and from north to south \\O;th OrdnancC' 
Datum values of 77.3 m. in the- north-east corner and 73.75 m, in the south-west comer The main 
break of "Ioj>(' from east to \ ... 't"st occurs more than halfway into the fonner car park from the t"ast, 
making lhl' ('astern half of the site appear relati .... e1y Hat and accentuating the slope westwards down to 
Roman Way. 

Sl \IM.\R\ Of TilE E\·.'-LL'~1I0' RESLI.TS 

In late October 1995. O.\L' carried OUl an evaluation of the propo~d \ ' t"hic1e QuaJi~' Buildin~ site 
Sixleen lr('llch('''i \\ere t:xcavaled O\er the car park sit(' <;('(" Fig. I , and mo~t ho\\ed cvidenc(" of ground 
clt"aran(-t" dO\\oll LO naturallimt'sLone gt"olo~' prroating the car pilfk's construclion. probably durin,!; tht" 
19705. The tr(,llchrs d~ to Roman Way revealed modem disturbance due LO Lhe construction of 
buildini.f.i and the insertion of <;trvices. :'\0 C'\;dt.·nct" of Roman activit), was recoHrro. :s'atural fealures 
probabh rt'latin~ to land c1C'atance for agricuJturt" \\.ert' found in Trencht"s :, and 6 and plough~ils of 
mroieval or latt"r cLue \\.ert' found in most trenches in thC' western pan (If the Cine. TheY' were gcnerally 
mid or dark brown silty dar.;. or reddish or ydlo\\i. .. h bro\\oll clay !iiand. Only a few !iihercb of medieval 
potlel) w('re found in thest' laye-rs, The rtsults arc of inter~l in conllnnine; that the land had bttn til 

a~icullural uS(' for a very long period. Surpri'lin~ly, lltt" only an-haeotogical fC'ature of "i~CatlC(, LO 

111(' dt ktop ~Iudy was intorporated as ApJX'lIdi.x 1 01 lh(' evaluati()n rtport prl"parrd by OAU on fir ('Valuation 
of the Vrludr Quality Building ~itr: , 'Rovcr "Q Buildmg, GaM'ingu1Il Way. Odoro: .\rchacological I:.va.luatioll 
Rl"'J>On' OAL' unpuhl_ e1il"nt rrport, 10 :'\'O\'C'mllt'1" 1995 . Th('rt' L' a vpar3tC' rt"pOn on tht" Paint Shop ~Itt'. Polint 
Shop Buildinl!:, Ganingt,on Way, Oxford: t\rcha~lOf{ical Evaluau()n R('pon' Q,\li unpuh!. clicnt 1't'JXl". 'm'('mbC'r 
19'15 

·Rnmano-Briti!.h Skl"ll"ton from CO ..... tt"V. Q:"on.' OrlOWU'ft,J1d, ... -i lC}.ll 89 
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tx- id('ntifi('d \~~ a 'iub--laJltial ditch ';("("n in Trrncht"'> 9 and lb. "hK-h (Ollhuned Late' Bronze" .w.,t'/ 

Earh Iron . \I{C" POIl(,~' in its fills. ~u~u("nt "ork.. which i rrportrd In full belo\\-_ was therd~m' 
concrntrat(·d on an (xI('mion ofTrench(, <) and 16 '>t"t" Fie;o;:. I and 2, \\iLh lht" aim of eXCayalUlIt tht, 
ditch in ordl'r to de(('nnine "hether olhC'r [rat un .... ('Xl! u~d in association \\ ith it, and in ordcr to r('('o\('r 
'iullKlt'nt a .. t:mbla~ of anefacb and ("nviroomental (,\'idf'nn' 10 unllt-rstand lht' ditch"s 'ii~ificanc(' .• \ 
,\at(hin~ brit-f "as to be maintained <;imuhan('ou~ly during ~oundw()r" oJXTatiom ov('r tht' N"maindrr 
of the \'t'hich- Quality Building- "itC' . 

. \ o;('wnd (· ... aluation ",:as carried out by O.\l' ill lht" .. ite of th(" propo'ird Il(',\ Painbhop, durin~ lht" 

pniod 30 Onob<'r to 2 "o\"(~mber 199j. Four tfr-nch('s , .. en' e-xc<l\<lu'd M'(' Fig. I but no archaC'ologl("al 
ft'dturc-s "("fl' found. and modem trunt'ation had remo\(·d any trac(,s (If af('hat'ol~("al potential in part .. 
of tilt" .ired ("n'nch :h On the wt:-tC'm sidt, of tht, c;il(' the ('han'1;(' in tht" undt'r1~;n~ geolo'{y was obsel'l'd 
in Tr('neh I, "h\'(' «('v('ral natural fcatun's , .. rH' also found; the-S(' prol1.1bly n'pf('~nt lrce-thro\\ holts. 
\\hkh may rdatt' to li.llt'r prehistoric or Roman pt.'riod land clt-arann' for ,1griC'uhurf". A Roman plou~h
<;oil up to o.:m m. deep. containing Roman and ('arlit'r poue!") ..... as idC"ntmed in Trenches 1,2 and 1: 
this plough..ail , ... ~ noted only where the undnlying ~eolo~ wa.. .. ynd rather th.m limestone. An intact 
flu'din'al ploll~h~il was also ren'aJed in Trt'ndH's I. '2 and -1 .• \Ilhou~h no Roman burials ..... ere locatrel 
durin~ til(' ('\aluation. it wa:; al(l'ce-d that a watchml.{ brit:f,\ould Ix mail1laine-d during groundwork:. for 
ttlt' proJ>O,t'd nt'\\' buildmg. sinC(' th(' pos .. ibility of t'ncounterin~ Roman buriab or other features ("Quid 
nUl bt, prrdudrd gin'n the likrlihood that it Roman cemetery had t"Xi .. tt'd in the \;C'inity. Tnr watching 
brit."f.\I the P'limshop site was C'am('d out durin'tJuiy and .\u~"t 1c}96. and induded obsen;ation or 
til(" nl".l\,uioll ora lan:~('. deep co'lguialion pit, ,lOd lift pit and a numlwr ufioundalioll pits: ne\·t"rthdt· '. 
no funhrr an'hat'olo~cal feat un,'!) "ere di,co\"t."red. 

1111 IX(..\\ \ "0" 0" /HE SITE Of 1111. \LHICIJ. (~l \U n 8lI11)1"(, h", 2,3 and I 

Intrrxlurtwn 

1 tll" e-x{·a\".1tl<)I! ",I~ ("arm·d out bet ..... een '1.7 :\m,('ml')('"r 1995 .1nd II Dt'ce-mbn 1~tl.I:i .... nd thr ",atchin~ britffollo"f"d 
in ~l;\~f' (klt"rmintd by the ongoing; wound ..... orkJ. An .uta of approxim.ll('l)- 3h h} 10 Ill. W<t5 excavated, n'ntn'd 
Oil tht "nulhrrn rlld ()f (' ... ·aluat.iOIl Tn'lllh q ,'('(' Fig. '1.) 't(xll'm o\"erburdt'n wa, rrmo\"l"d hy rna,hine under ilrt'h,\('f)l
ogiC".ll ~UI)C'Iv1sion .• lIlt! th(" Irt"neh was tht'n d("311e-d l1lilnuaJl~ Sampling 'I1r;III'gir~ for lht" ditl'll "ert' defin('d on ~ il(' 
in ("Oll\ult.lliull wilh th(' CilY Council's i\nhat'oiogir.ll ad ... i"Or. Recording; l1lt'lhodll follow('d OAU litandard prat"lin' 

l7tt txcQl'Olwn rtJulb 

~()JJn .... in!l: th(' rt"mO\al of Ihe 0.10 m. thid. (ar park tannac urfat'(' malt'rial JOn and thl' associated und('-r!\Inv; 
1I.2U m. thl('k hffi('!.tone- rubble- malt"up layC'r 101. a c 0.10 m. thi,'k band 01 modc-m dbtUrbt"d matt"riaJ 102 "'as 
rt" ... ralrd aernss th(' t"IlUrt" Inneh. Th~ mal('riallrunc.atC'd a lo"'<"r la~cr oflJaI(' hrown silty day 103, "hKh N'pr('~nlS 
lh~ r('mndnt of a mcxlrm i.t". po-.t-mtdit'\·al ploul{h'K>il. R<"mO\-aI uf dq)osil 103 ft'\·t'aJC'd Ihe undt"rlrin~ natural 
Iim("$(on" 1 U' .md a num~r of inlru i\."t' featuf'C'5. 

lAin p"ltuttmr (:Ul into the natural bt-droc.k .... as ill ruu~hl) l.rlha~d Iralurt: of prubablt" l..ate BronZ(" .\tt" /f..arh Iron 
\'t(. d.u(' 110/ ("orfl"'~ I)(;lIld inti;" to the i..att'" Bronze .\ll;('/E'lrly Iron A'{(' diu h found in Trt'n("h 9 of tht' f:',·aluatiun .. \.'1 
prt"dil"lffl by lit(' t"\"aluation f("~uiL~, it was "hown to ha .... e- a ..... e l('m t('nninal in tht, afl"'a bc~C'C'n evaluation Tr('ncllt"~ 
q and lb. Ditch 110 wa.' an irrC'~lar~KI<"d Ii-aluft" ",hie-h look<"d in plan likC' a R'rlC' 01 pits dUl{ throuf{h ant" anolhr-r 
I('(' Fill;. 3. hut ('xca .... ation of a number of M"cuont J'('\·t'"akd a homl~'nC'ou" Jt'nt"s of fill .. throughout. and no lTaI (' 

of an) cut otht"r th.ln lilr the ovC'rall featurt'. Di{(h 110 had \·ariable- ~lupin~ ill Jtt J"i~. + and an undulating 
tlatli h ha.'It. Ilu" toc't'lions ~how a ow-qumce of Ii\."t' ilt}' day fill~, ",hM:h """"rr grncrally Ii~ht bra ..... ". yellowish brown 
and 1{T(')~h brown in colour. :\ depo~it of charC"oaJ .1nd burnt tont" I~O ..... ilI found in .01. ali'tht dtp~ion in Ih~ 
art'a of Ihe- soUlh t("rminal, and tht: mrroundinll; da~ subKlil howt"d C"\idf"nfC' for bumin!."!; UJ 'WI . • \ St'Cond atl'a 01 

O.\l hdd 'fanua!. ed. D. \\"ilbmon 1(;'12 
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(b.lI! (1olllllllll'ntralLon in tlw \.\1"'1 [I'lTnin,11 I \H \\.1" ullpl,'(1 .tnt! ,I {'olumn take-II Inr f'llvironnwntal .1II.ll) .. i~ Find 
frnm till' \.1I10U'I hIli 'lfdil(h )10 imhl(kcl]xlllt'n flf 1 .. llt' HhJll/l' \1.":1' I)r 1::..1Ih Iron \I.\c· d,HI' ,lIld a mdlJ (]U,lllli" 
III anim.,] hellw wei amler. :\1) utlwr l'onU'mpora'1 k.lIun' .... '·n· lilund in ,ht' rrs! of Iht, ("'Iox,l\att'c! .In',t 

I' IIfthhr. aM mt:Jmr. '111t« OllChrs ur gulliM 1O'l. 118 ,tllIl lI)'.f "t'r!" unw\("'rrd during Ihr rxca\il.li"l1 I raUlrt' 
JU-l ~ all roUt \\M1 OfIt'lllrd ditch It'rn n til<" $tlll\h...-.il\lrm r,U1 ni thl' tripp":!. an'a h( 2 It \\idlh \<lOrd H\rr 
h,' \1 m III dth h prt"Wnf'd in tlw InpP(TI .dred frolll I I '" :l1l111. 1l1O"'(, W'ctinru f"II:{'iI.\attTI. thnJU~h uu- II .lIurr 

nil!" Ileal thC" "~I("m If'nninaJ ,md '\\11 in the middl, !!tt1'fln.If"H".IIc-d imilar Ilat-bottomrd ditrh prolill'S \\1111 J.:l"luh 
\1"I)ill~ idM till' Int;oll f(f,m til ... Irntral p.tn of Ill!" dihh i n'pl(Mlul"rd a.\ I-il{. I Snliull r Iht' dllih ~"I"nc'rall, 
~1In.i\r(llro "maximum drpth 01"1111111. althouKh ,lllIllrth SC"cliclI\ IIllhr ".oU(h-f"a.'1 ("nflwrof t/1I' Ir1"llIh IlImn! 
a ~tc'_iln drplh oj pft"\rn.'3Ijon .aI'Proximau·" 0.25 Ill_ ,\lid ,I IC'I'PU ~It"p]l('d prufilr III IllI' dill h, POIII·n. nTmf'("N/ 

flC,m 11u- dill h SI'C IIOT1~ trnn'tl:- sUItf.\C' I Ih"l ditdl I WI d.llr. I/) thl' 1M' t-m«linaJ pn;'MJ. !fO\\-(,"\"('f th,' Oflj,{II1.11 
1'I1,lli"1I hil) IM'I\\C'f'fllhl' li'alurr .Inc! Ihl 1\\0 nmr-r po .. t-mnlic·\,,1 II-.llun-, IllH and Itl4'l "C.t' bdcm re-m.,jn~ unclrM 

h',lIll'" JIm \\.1 .1 north 'iOuth unrntc'" Il.Irnm dilc'h or gull .. h"l:. 2 1\000 ('xr,l\3trd "C'((ion~ ,hn\\rd th.lI till" 
Innhk nllil/" k.IIUf(" \'lned fmm 1I.1IT"\\ .Incl tlal-hullolJlrd ,Iltain t Ih(" .. outht-m rdji!;f" nflhe- 'Inppr-d drrilln \\i<lrr 
.Inri \ - h'lj"wd Im\,\rd, ih nonlwnl ('l1d. Ill!' ori~ll.tI Illirthnn Inm;II •• 1 or 10M \\a.~ ul)';lllrt'd b~ a 1.11('1" rnul 1:11 
hll 111 ciut.: into tilt prl"ili,toric dill'll lIn Fill:- I '''we liol1 (. IIII' prohlc of this r(,('ul al«) \'.uied If'om lI.u·holtflm('d 
IW.o Ilw "nutlwm "l1d of lht" fr.ttUIt'" (II \'·~hilpc·d 100\,IIr1 tlu- nurth. Tht· rt"cut r('ddinrd Iht' northt'nI ('nd of /.tulh 
JlIH .md 11t.!\ hilw dt"marcatc"d Ihr nUllWnl limit 01 .HI l'ulr,nH f Inml("d b\ gul1~ lIIR ,md gun~ I(~l 10 IIII' nnl1h 
11"1" hdO\,\ hml fmm tlw fill~ of tMlth l(ull~ 101{ .ll1d f("( III 12 I (\c'rHon,lratr tlMt 101{ is po t-m('d~'al in d.llc' 

1'1',111111 10'1 \hl" .\ n.lrrcm diu h/~ulh \\hidl Ii-IUo\\(-d Ih .. LUlW .lii~mt'nt a.' ~1l~ IIlH Fi~. '1. '""n 1('1 tion .. 
IX •• 1",lle Ilhroll'l;h till" "-atu(c- n-\(".t1~cI .1 !I1irrnr im.,':f· to gull\ IOM·.I \~I1.\pc-d pmfik c If) C 10 mt' south("m Irnnw,,1 
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'II (jR.\H ,\J\I KEEYIJ.1. E', \1. 

d.ud.1 If q,. id('d. t1.H-botlom.:-d profile' ag.un I till uonh haul!. Fig 1 ~Hion g Int' ~il1lil.arit} lJ('t\\C"rn the- '\\11 
I{UJlw •• md tlwir lI!U,j,lC"nt aliJ.,'1lmC'nt. UIQ:~I. th.u lh('\ \\("r(" uriiVn.llly d150cialro Ibi~ W3-~ :o>uppunc·d h) lht' pn" -
1"11(1' III irnil,IT 1\1X'1 of p(l~I·mroinai find .. in both j{\lllit." Fnur funhC-T dihhn; ofproOObI(, post-mrdin'a! or mcxkm 
d.II" \\\'"rf' ol)SOl"f\rO rlurin~ ttlC' suWqUl'll1 \'latching hrid. and .lr(' ,hc}\\n on Fi~rt' I. 

I hr nil I .. olher t(".llUrt di o\("rrd"d. a narrow lin.:'.t.f holl,," 137, rn n('xi to thf' "to Irm tdg.:- of thr triplK"d 
,1TC"a h~. '1 111Oul(l, the a~!>fl( idled fill I umainf"d a \("1"\ ,m,tll amouO! uf hdl and charcoal fragmrnl<l ruu~hl) h% , 
1111' irrq,~ul.lr naturr 01 Ihe ba.<;(" 01 the If-.HUft' ~tron~h ~1I~ti that it ..... u uri~nally a lru holt' rAther than tho:- rr:sult 
III an~ .Ulthrl>l)(,~,·mc .I(tivit~ 

1 Ill- I. \ II.R PlU.HISTORIC POTll.ln h~\I.IS 1 ,\IR H.\RCI~\Y 1 ill:, 5 

IntroductIOn 

\ tow'! 01 "l Il('fd~ 1.76~. of l.ue.-f prl'hi~tmi(; pout'n \\t'ft" n" O\t"n'd durin't thl' \".lriouS phd.SC"'l of im ,. tiJ.r.ltioll oj 
lilt" t'H) ,ill· .. \ ~mall .1~'tt'mhlagr 9 .. henb, ",d!l fNO\("ft'd from a Rom.1Il pluu~h~oil at tJlt" Paillt .. hop .. il(', .mel till" 
lC'maincl(,1 63 ~Il('rd~ ("arne fmm tilt' uppc.-r Iill~ 01 diu·h I 10, aud from the fill of post-medin--al 1(\111.,.' J 0<) III(' 
.l.«mhl,\!,!;f· inliuclf' " malinumlJt'r of ~implt" rims and anl{Ular hould('"{"\ lrom ('"itht"r hooked-rimmt'd, hm·k('t- h'lPf'd 
ur huuldt'("t"d \("S5t'1s, and b of a ~tt" Urnlll.t" .\I~tJl..l.rI, Imn \~ wtt" ran~ A full ft"purt on tilt" a 5f"rnblal(l· i~ 
.1\ .lilabl,' in the.- pruJN t archiv(' 

Fabnn 

I hl- jal)rlc (tid" u .m alpha-numt"ril Ii' tern: ,\ • s.lIld <Iu..t.ru and othfT miJ\('ral matttf. I· = 111111. (, = ~. 
1 "" iron u:\iu(' S,.., .Ill MroU 11(,11 p. (la, pt"lIrl~ Q = quart; and qu.trt/.itt'. \' = indetenninalt' \oid t'lthe.-r buntl 
nut or~.Hli\ matlt'r or ieache.-d ~hell. 1 • = kaclu'd cal(dN"Ou, matter, I lIdu~ion ~ize is denOlt"d b): " = \t.ry fint', 
I = <I mlll."l = <3 mm .• 3 = >:5 mm. \ tota.l of 1.1 filbrinlt.l\(, Ix'{'n idt"lllified and thl'~ han:' iX'('"n groupt"'d undn 
and \ 1. \PI,Ul.llint F2. irolhton(' 12J. quaru/quanJ:itt" Q<\J-3, QC/P.\:ZI. hell SI-3. SG/P'l, SQ2 .1Ilt! 

ind(·t('mlinale \2 Quartz or quartzite i .. pt'rhap til(' mo~1 willmon indusion type in po.<;t-l)('wft'l-Rimbul) 1 .. 1t~· 
nrOnlf' .\j(' pottery III this area of the L"ppn rhalllt'~ rt'ginn' Grog i.. .. USf'd in tht" I.;).t(' Bronze ,\ gl:' and pnhap, into 
Iht' ('aflit' I Iron !\ltc', Shell. us(,d I:'xtemi\"dv in tile' Larly Iron .\ t!;e, 11M,' have occ:-n used to a limiled ('XU'1lI in tlw 
l..au" BflJllle .\'tt' 'lS il i.~ ce.-nainh in uS(' during tht' "-tiddle- Bronzc' . \ ~('," S.U1d may repla«' CIU;I,rtz/qu.lrt/.iU" ill Ih~ 
1 .. lIe I\r0l11.(, A~~·/L.lrly Iron ARt· as it Ius imil,u tlwnnaJ .. hlK"k propt'rtit'~ but this awaiLS confinnaliotl Fabrit' 11 
.... ilh iron,wnt" o()lilhs has \)e('n rt'cordt"d from a slll.11I numh~·1 uf ,iu"s in the Oxford an'a and i~ known to ha\'c b('("11 
1I,,~'d 10 manufacture ~Iiddlt' Iron A'tf' u'r.lmin.,8 '1·lw ('mt'fgilll[ paltt'm i~ 011(" whert' flint and qUJ.ru/quartlite temp~'r 
.... a~ u~d prc:-dominantl) in Iht' l..att' Smull" \~ and v.il., ("\,C"ntually rt'pLKt"d b~ ~ht"l1 and .tnd II'm(X'rC"d rabri~' b\ 
thr EMI) Iron Agc- Th(' occurreme of KTOK by it .. dl or 4l~ an admixlun' v.ilh s.ht'll or quartz/quartzite l11il' be lan.::d\ 
rt'~lri(t("d to Ihc I.atc: 8 ronl.(' :\'I;t' tran~iti(ln 8 hth «('nturic:~ l •• 1 Be \ssemblal.!;es likt' thc: one" di~,·u~\c·d ht'rc v.ith.1 
v. idc' rall~e" of fabri, In>r-s rna I liL.dy hdonR to (hi Iramilional pC"riod cf \ pplt'fofd 

• PtlSt-rXld\auOn anaJplS in pf~t""\ b\ th(" authur on latC" Kronn .\j;:((" a.~.'>('mblali:('" from I.ymham \bbc.'\, thr
( .. I int(1on,Yamwll Proje.-ct and the \\a.Ilin/iford By}>'"\: " 

.\.'1 ),'1 unpublishrd grog I('mpcrcd pottt'n: (lr \11 CdnnillR Cf()~~ "lx' and t'afJie~1 Iron .\ !l;t· dati" B(K) hfK) B( 
!tolll f'X(".l\ations .tt (.rr-~ell l-idd Y.a.mtoll. and laic:- Bron;c:- .\~C" jloll('f'\ rrom lht" ri,~"id .. itC" at WallinRiord 
fC'"lK>rlt"d in \J Barda\' "";Ih:\ Donald. I he" PN"hNori{ Pnll('f) ". in .\ Barcla\ (~ Lambri< k and \1 Rol>rm 
·S(·UI('Il\("nl .1IId l..and,,·ap(': Th(' \rrh..tt"ol~"t) 01 th(· \\ .lllin~()rd n)va~' in prt"pl, 

(:f. G il J.,ambrick, ' Pitrall~ and PC). \ibilili("~ in Imn .''tC" p ()U('I"\' Studi("v Lxpcrience~ in lht" l:pprr rhalllr 
\'.IIJc:-~' in 11 Cunlill(, and D. \Iilt's f'd, , !I~(tJ 1 w 1m" Is;" UI CmbaJ~ uUU't71 BnJmn 198 ... J()2 77, ("p. 17 L for 
furthn .... urk in prf'parillion. >;(.T not(' 1 

S~·t" nOli' I. 
PaullkK)th, pen. camlll. T her(' is a..\ )('t unpui>h,h('d m,lt('n.11 from O.\l"s ('X("(williom ortht' Iron .\g(' st'tllt'mC"llu 

.It Worton R('(;{of\ !"ann. Yanlton. Gr.I\("\h C;u,. ""tanton Harwun "nd Wynd~k(' Furlon~, Abin~on With lhc:
(·'I.lt·pli')Il uf lhl' Irnn~t()l1~ OOlilhs, all the mliusiol\' uo;("d..t; tf'l11pt'r could haH bt>t'n obtained 1()Call) rht" sour("r of 
lrun,tnnc:- unlith~ i .. Iikdy 10 be nUIl-iueJ.l. ",lth tht· p(Jllt'f~ dc:-ri\ino; pt'rh.lps fmm Ihe north ul thc COlll\l)" ..trounel 
J)rddin'{1un or Banbuf\ 1*". l·nmm. Chri J.)oc:i1f"rt\ and !iuna R()f" 

(. D De" Roehr: and G l..ambrid. ·· 1 he Imn ,\I{f Pot\rf'\ in J II l11chliOc and R, Innmou. \rrh..lroiO'{Kal 
Iml'"'tig.ttioIl5 at \ppldord', (h!1'lUt'lJIIl, "",, 1'181) (I I 1. (' p. 1:> 59 
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Foml and cUcoralron 

Int' ,,,tal;l! mbla~ indudM tn,.(, ruru of \implt" fonn .... hit'h rt'l'rt'K'nI onh thn'f" , els The mcun.-ro f1JlIS, P'loUld 
P-I. an- from rilhl"f hookrd-rimmt"d or bud.f'Hhapt"d}dJ' III' LaIC" BrOl11t' .\~ 1)oJX' Fig;. S.2 &... Rim P3 FI~ 33 
could t"lthM" 1 .. from thts type of" ('"I O( ~uall\ could dcTl'.'C trom an angular houlclcJTd \ <t'l HooW-rimmrd 
Joln an- a COf1lm1ll1 mmpnnrnl of LatC' Brnnze .\gr ('f"ramK a .-mhLu .. "(3i In JO'I'.Lmd BritMn. ahhoudl Ih('" at,. lTiall\('1\ 
uncommon In lhe" Cppt"r llw.mt"S \'alle"\ and ha\"f' lrrn rec(lnk-Ii from (.nh it hmitro numbc~r of ltn. 

111t" a 'tt'mbla1l:1': include, '!ohou1dt"( "herds from ti\(' M'p.tratC' \('S'K'I 01 ",hid. onc' cdrriNlinf'ar W(l(wed df"(:or.uion. 
rhr houldrr hl{_ 5.1 and 5.:;-8 probahl) drrivr from l.alr Drool(' \1.,>('1 tarh Iron an~ jan (,r b-;)"l~ of 
r-ilhr( bipal1itf" nr Iripaniu' form PI b from a \"('~I of Larl)' lmn\l{t' lripanilt' fonn. allhou~h lht" ntheN CQuid 
.dllx- Irom If- all~1ar bip.artitt' forms, Mpt'ci.'I1~ Pt}, 

Lint".lf drroralioll on alll{Ular v("sS('b is mort' tommon on \r Iod'i or Llrl} hun -\I{r d.l\(O Fin~r-uppin~o a wmmon 
dtT\Hdli\'t rl"mrnt t,n (Odn.c""'.lrt' \~'S('b or LaIr BronU' .\\tr/ f .. ul\ (run \~I ' ddH', is a nowble" ab'>C"Ilf"t' al !loth itl"s 

.I.llhuul(h thi~ could !)(. J rt'"flt"oion of tht· ~mall i\SS("mbla~lo SiLt'. 

I'.tkrn togtothtOr lht" twO. itl:.s hilw' produn'd n.idcnrc for both l..att· BronZe' \~f' and Iron .\11;(" alti\it~ 
.tlbt-It on ,\ \'t'~ ,mall «aIf'. Thf' nin(" ,h("rcb lIoom tlw Paint! hop o;,i((" rf'coHrcd from the ploul1;h\(lil 
'liS alonl.?;'-ick Iwrd, uf Roman polltT)" -;('c Booth Ixlo\\- arc likt'h 10 be: rl'",jdual. 'This smaJl asst'mbla~(' 
in a \ .. idt: nm~1" of labrir .. indudes malt"rial of Latt· BrwlLt.' \~t· , Larh Iron \e;t' and ~lidcl1t- Iron ,\RI' 

dale 
rtw 11I"rd (rum the \'t'"hidl' Qualit) itt indudt· .. hl"rti, of l.au· Bronn' \e;t' and Larh Iron .\Rl' 

Ihar..Ktt"r in .\ \\-iclt· r..l.Oll;l· of fabric-.. althoue;h many of the ht'nl-. an" 'mall and abraded .. \11 of thl 
malt.'riaJ nllnrs from ditch I 10. Tht" \'arit't~ of lJ.brit '. thl' r.mg(" of matt-rial and the "mall and abraded 
nmdilion ("QuId 1)(' .111 indicator that mU(:h uf this m.\lf'n~li i~ n'drpo~iu."d and not nt·ces....arih- rolllrmpor
an .... ilh tht." 1(-.HUn" rh{" hookc."d-rimmrd fonno;,. tIl(" \\(""kh houldert"d. probabl\" bipartite \"l" ... ~·h and 
the O<.TUrlTn((' uf particular fabrics indicate thaI lhi .. m • .II('nai ("an be" a. ... "igrwd to lhc." 1-"\le BronztO \e;(: / 
Earl)- Iron A~t· tramilion 800 -600 rat Be 

Al pr(,~t'nl not t"lloul{h work has been don(' to PUl forwalCl a n·giollai LaIC' Bronzc ;\gc-Lari) Iron 
\ge "{'que' net' •. llthough this position ,hould ("han~r \\ ith tlu- publication or a uumocr or kr~ a"'\('Ill
blages. II Liuk Of nn Latc Bronze :\ l:1;e pottery hilS beeou n'w\'('r("d fmm tht' City of Oxford although 
theft' i~ "ornC' contt"mporal") metah .. ork. t 'Illt" POllt",,- fmm lllt" Oxford Ro\,('( silt'" is, Ulert'fore, it ,mall 

hut "1'tllifinUlI ~oup, 

Caw/o~ of d/ll.llraud ,hmb fig. '> :,\",. I 8 

n ()XRO~ l'Inul!;h<;()il 21'j. Shoulda ht"rd from d tnp.lniu dn~\lI.tr J.tr or Ix) .... I. fabric: .\PI (.olour: /'":\1: ~f'\
IUf(', K«). tnt: gTn Condition ",om. 
n OXRO\'Q I>lIlh fill 9/8. Simplr- rim li't;hth lIl(un.in( f.tbn~ \L! Colour: (",I. grq, con= ~n lilt ~('"\ 

(:onchuon d\Cor.,~ 
Pi OXRO\,Q Ditch hll '118 Slmplr- upri~11I rim. hhrlf" ~l Culour r-XI grtj {"o1T grr\': lIl1: £ft"'t (;ondiuon 
d\rragt'· .... I'm 

.le. n.lrr(·U. -I hI" POIlt'"ry of the i.alr-r Bronl_'" \~r 10 Ln",land I.n~land, f'trx, flrtItUL . JC" 4h 1980 :nil 31ll, 
unpuhli h~rI f"samplt"s rmm thr- Wallin~ilrd Rivrl"icle !l"ttkmrnl dnti Yarnt/111 \("1" "ott" 1-. and eXilmpl,., rrom Li~11\ 
\0"1' h('lr! Radlr-y ill \ n.m-lay, 'Tht' Prdll (Ont POUtry' ill .\_ \1udd. Ilu" Lx(a\alion or ,\ l..att'" Brunu .\~I 
Earl) Iron \~ Silt .11 Ei~1 .\CIT F".ld, R.adlt") '. ()XOIlJtn.lJ4o lx l<tlli 21 hi), t."sp_ 3.:. 8, and from KirtlinjltClIl III 
D.\\ Hardint;t,""T""N /"111 Agt' VI ThI Cppn 17tmnn HaWr. 1972 pla.u- pm 

B.tfTt'1t np. cit. 1I01r- 10: Hardinii!' op_ til. nou' 10 
HardlOl{. np. (it nnlr- 10, plates :,ol and ')6. 

nUIf" 1 
, I' ( II rhntt" i\ 148 SO. 
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1-r;;;d ' -v. I-~, 
, 

I e5. \-~ ,~ 

1'/ OXRO\·C,2.DiHh hll 'I/q. Simp]" poiuu'd rilll. 1.lhll< S(./P'.! (;ulour' "",. bl.It~. wn- blat k: illl. hl.u ~ (:t.ndiliull 
,\H'rdl(" Uurnl It idur Ull thr illlCTior h("IO\\ th,' rim 
/'-; O'RO\'Q DiHh 110. I.IY<'I ID, Shuul,li-r ~11I"1"cI hom ,Ill dn~ul,u j.tr III" ~H)\\I. Fabrit C..2.,\2 Colour I'X( gr1"\', 
"In' '{ft'). illl: hlll\\ll. CIlIltiiliun ,\\(",I1\r 

I'f} OXRO\'QDilC"i1 IIO.I.lH'r HO. Shouldn 11I"HI \\ilh ,Ii~hl (,Uin.llioll. Lthrk Q\J Culour' ('XI: ~('\i h b,Il\\lI; 
I nrC" d.lfk ",'1"('\: 1111: d.lrk ItTI'\ Cundiliull JHr.l);:t 
1'; O\.RO\·(..:t Dildl 110. I.tyn 1m. Shlluldt"r hnd from .1Il dlllr{ulolr I'u nl h(ml \\ith lim',l1 ~rou\I'd d,'u'I,uinn 
lahn( Q\i Cul'JUr:r\t: l.'rc'~: H.rC": I{rf"\: lilt· grn ClIIltlitinll .l\n.I~'· 
I'll O\.RO\·Q Diu'h 110. 1.,~C"r 1.')1. ShnuJdn hnd ]rum .111 d"~I.lr j.lr or IXI\\!. l.lbri, SC;/I)o.!. Colour f"X1 ~'Tn 
I "n' j..'T\'\ 1111: /{I"q ('ulltiili,," d\"t"ragr-'"""rn 

IIIJ RO\I" POI ILRY I" P\lLIlOOIIi 

II II h"rd 1.1 I uh R"man POCIf"J) "I' t" n-cl,\rrrfi from thl!' r\ .llu.UII>Ii ,.1 tlu' propm.l'd 1'.lin," hop II,· t<J IltI' "' I 01 
R",ndl1 \\',1\ .\11 hut c.nc· or Ihe'~" (.tlm· hum .1 Rnm.1J\ JlIf)u~lI<;niJ in I n'm II 1 I Ulllt'xl '215 ,he' nnh n'l\Ic'xl .t sil(fl.lhk 
l'llhi~ prnlKi. In Jd<liliolllO rNidu.III~I'· Broll.ll \!t' dnd \liddl,' Irllli . \I.,'t:' IlI'rd thl$ ,'TOUP (UIl' Ned gl IIC"ralh til 1Il.11I 
IWflh in ~(II-\~u'1I11")('n·d ·Bt·I~(· tn ... ·· fahrils .llld ·RI.mal1l c·d· ,."icli'<t'ci ;tnd I ('elm nl t"CMf"i(' "arC"s \ "w'al ~,.Ulf I' h Ii!.;,'" 

t,'r allllw f~lhrk 1 hI' onh rim prt'l.l·nl "a~ In.m a Ixml. Ilr pn hdl .1 (till. ill .t IIIif' IIxicll ..... d rahm. 
Ill<" oUhidt· d.lh· rall~' rur thl' group i .. likc·h lU h.I\.'· 1)('("11 IIl1d 1'1 1111(1 '211(1 ("('lIIun \D. dlld .1 loJll'r 1 I (c'mUT) 

<!dU' i po iill,' lur;lll thi .. 111.IIt'fi.\I. me- hc"nl, Iltoul{h I.url~ m.11I lilt' ,1\C"ra~l' \\('il{lu \\.1'1 (. h g, . \""rr nut abr.ukd 
III .1 ".1\ Ih.1I 'UI(g(',u'd n'Kl.Il.tr rt'cirpo .. ilion. I'.~. III ,I pluul;tlt .. oil. 111("\ Ill.ty. tlwrt'i(})"(', h.IH' dnivl"{l rrum ,d.lli,,"" 
cl" .... ·h .Idj.u ,'nl 'l'ttit-nll'nt '0 Rnmom p"IIC''''' ".1 n'! "'f"f('(i horn ,III" \ ,·hitl, Qu.tli£) bllildill~ ~ilr 

1111 \IU1IIX.\J "Il P()SI .. \ILDII.\.\I POrJlRY b\ !'.\t·, HIJ'f.i.IIOR:\ 

\ tnt.11 011'1 hnc" ... l(JI l"t. 01 m('<I'I"\,,1 ,md IW' Hllcrlir\allx.III"I'\ \\lrr nCffil"'rrd fr(lm pluugh$Oil !.l\t·n J dnd I 
1II'IIchM I .! 1 and" idrlllifird in IiI<" ('"\.tlu.lli"" 01 I)", \"f"lII< I" QU.IIII\ huildinl<: it," l'hrM' im lud"d 'j hnd .. 
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I'!il: •• , BrillJ&aantalJ \van- dated 1.?lJ(~ ~)(J AD iUld 8 .. d .t Rc-d E.anhm'o\aR' databk to the- fX"riod 
IWU 30n ,\0, 1m- ITm,:ulldr-r of tM ~mbla~ 'o\ou of 19th· oand 20ch-cr":1tury dair' 

Onh Ib hrnJs hili g_ of potlc· .... 'o\r~ ITCO\"ffffl durin~ li~ uhsorqurOi f"X( 3\O\uon on the \'chick QUMII\ huildlllg 
ilr (hl·r half lilr asM'mbla~(' \\a. Red F..arthcn'o\.m- ckrri.inii: Irnm po"t·lllc:-dlC"\-al ~lIio:-- 11)ll contcxt II I. till (If II~ 

and 10") wlltnl 11'1. !til of l.?tl conlext 115 till 01 12fi .\ smglr herd of hrllv "art" ",as l'l"'f"ovt"rt'd from gulh 1m 
orate-Xl 111 till I IIHI thn rnA\ bt- m~rue\"a.1 but iu cxtr-.:'me-i) abraded AHe.! lracht'd wndittofl m.; \onfKknt 

Kk-ntifi.~ .. ioll U11pOSSlhk \ t::nglr- hrrd ofTud(>r Grrcn "a.rt" dated 1100 'j)(J \D ('aJ1"l(' lrom conte- I III within 
gUlI\ )1":' Inr rrlllAIIIck-r of the aucmbl.3.~ wllsutc:d of Hn mall qUAnlilles of 18th~ to "?Oth·\.cntun pollr .... Imm 

th(' .ame Iralur.' , 
\ lunhrr h\r ~Iwrd .. \\crc:- rrcu\crcd durin~ lhr cvaluation anel "a(hilll:'(' hrid at Iht" P.lim Imp silr. !llr Ill.lll 'oil(' 

of litis.1 v-Inhlal{t" dot"s nol all,," am condu ion In be drd" II rt"Jf.lrdin~ d.ltlllg Ihr lahril rrprt'">.("ntrd \\I'rr In«lit'"\al 
tlMrn"\\drt"S rutnl 1100 II/IU \D and Brill/8oar t.all \\dr\' 

\ lulll.lbulallun 01 the- pol1('1) a.'~_'I('tnbla~ i'l a\.lilahlr ill Ih" ilt' art lU\r 

1111 I'Ll:" I In PHI LlPP.\ BR.\t)L£Y 

Ihrrr Ilakt· "If(· rrlo\erffi lrom ('ontt'xb 12'; 132 and l:i,! I lie tlint \~di hl"a\il\ ("I,nKalro and "t.01, alld Ihe 
1 nrtn; (III ollr pit'( I· 'u~g('~l\ .1 dc'ri\l!"d ori~n fUf the fa" 11I.I(t'l ial. ,\ dclilllll1.llh Ihn.·1;" pinl"\ Ilf buml qU.lftl.ltc" \\1"fI' 

rnl)\("'rro from .. "Unt I:,H. 11,,' m.lteri.al is not dU!irh cilldblr hut.I Brull/t' \!Ot("" rutr \\uuld not he.' nul uf place, 

1111. \:"1\1\1 SO:"!. b, ,\ICOI.\ SCOT I 

\ lul.,1 or Nc,lxJlW Ira~('nb "I"fr r«(J\·rred (If ""hi(h .~J "c'rc Idrnulwd 10 1" (I" and .3.n.llnmic.al part and illdudC"(j 
Iwrp Of ~J.li CII". pi~ and c1ot..:_ Rib, and \('nrbrae 'H'rr not wlC"lIlihcd. J hr buncs hdd a poor ,urf.Hr {"(,ndiuon 

",lIh ckgr.ul.tIIon 1)<"1II~ suth. Irnt to prcvcnt Ihr ide-ntuK.tUnll lIiPUUlblc bulllw .... mark !lu· Ixmt" \\-err .11$0 h~hl~ 
h.-\~lI ... ntar;. Ih"I'" ".,~ >;Oint" nidrnl'e of hllrnill~ trom (UIIU'xli IJU & 13H. (:llIltt"Xts 12i & 1411 k.IIUrf' I III 
imlutil'd hl·d rrd <\t-n antkr Iragme-nt.'. Illt"'><' did not hl!\\ ~it.{rh oftoull"'· .Ilthou~h .ll(ilin til(" "uriau' (It tlw antkr 
\\.1\ \\om \ fullli,tlll't ufid"IHificd fra.gm("nt. h) pt"cif's ,111<1 d.ndlflmilai p.iTl, i'i ,l\aiJahk in the proj"lt anhi\"f' 

IIII I.:\\ I RO~\ILY I AL L\IIlE~CE", \I. \ RK ROII I 'SO, 

.llrtllOdolog, 

\ 5r(llIc-nn' of I k~, ..... lmplt'1 ,\.l~ t.ll;.('n (;)r mollu<;can alldl, i. IhfflUloth till' -.t-uiml'nh of ditch 110, and a 211 liln' 
,",mph- \\-a, lak,'n tm ('harrcd plant n-mains from a 1a~rr in \\hith (-h.m:u.\I \\01' e\-jtft-m tu\\-arc6 lhr bottull1 of tht" 

clilth. Inf' dilrh "" ... l·UI into br;tih:t lim ... lonr "ith da~ 
1111" mollUKdll samples .... uC' i<-\ro do\\-Ti to U j nun. elfX'd .and In('d unda a binoculAr mja"05('ol)(' \hltou~h 

thc sitc "a." on hmNttonC' and tllf'~ .... eTe sm.a1llinw ton ... fraSCI1K'IILS III th ... dill It sc-dimrnt the 'IOil of thr 'lilt" tI:"nll' 

to ha,," lx-en non-c.alrJrCou and f('"\\ naili u"i\rd in mo\t ullhr urnplrs npan trum uodc-d f~t"nI of l.4'p4M or 
!rwnlo 'hrlk ~mpk 7 rrum ('OnlCXI 1-t-6. a yf'llo'o\ brown da~ luam \\ilh malllirnt"'>lUnf'" fr,u{tnf'nu. h{J\~r\C'r, nm

tainC't1 a uq'fu1 d M"mhl~C' of "Iwll, The rMulu frum lhi3 mlple Me listcd III -I ahlr I. I hc (ltlrt"r sampl lrum "hldl 
,,!tell .... ut'" \lrtuall) ahs(-nt. wt"rc' ~amplM 4 .s, h and K. 

Ihr urnpk- tot rhdrrni plant rt'maim ~ample:U3 fmOl (.(,"I"'XI 138 .... ;.u tloalt'"d on lU a 0.5 mm, nle>h, WYd 
and Ihl"' !l01 IOnrd unrlc-r a binocular tnK-rosc(,pt_ Ibc nnl) rham-d mau:n.al lound 'o\iI., a wnall quantil, uf charcnal 
I his "".3.5 idrntilwtl usm~ hij(h po""rr incidt"nt Ii~ht mino~up).1 RMmmu (IltNuhalt purgtn'C hud:thum and i+lmw 
~p. Inc .. ('It" 

rllc mollusoo wcrt' mo-.l1), h.1r1(-I(J';I1~ !p«it"' ",hi<"h tcnd tu OCfur in \\(xxU.and. Ho\\('\,·r, the') did IIO( compri'IC a 
tilll "nudLmd f.auna and a 1("" fihdls of open muntr\ IlfflC'S ~u(·h 01-" 1\p111A MILU'OnurI ... nd I QIlDmo tumlncll ""rr 
prr5('"nt \ 101'(" Ihan h.alJ 1M J-tdl WC'IT from ~ tritImJ4bIm and the- next mmt abundant ~ 'o\'Ol.\ I~ 
1f1lift1lL ·Int") are .able 10 Hourish m un~ ltJd.uland and ooTlopmlit ruh;as 'o\dl as ",ondland. The olil("r whodland 
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I rim' ~p. 
\'lOllfUlI IwmmonlJ 
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pe(I" Ilhludc'd (Ot/I/MlIIII idmuw1a .U1d (J.aUJiIio hit/mJora. l"nJ,tTilLtd ~a. land. pc:rh.tp_ ";lh ~om~ ",-rub. prnhabh 
prr\ailcd ,lrIUlIlcl tht' diu h. "Ilu:" charcnal (.f pll~",~ hUI "thorn and 10(' t\pc' perh.lps fonuitou 1\ \omp.-bt-d JlI t th" 
p(·t-if" (.f Ihllrn ~(-nlb that mi~ht I~' ("P('( tC'd to I}('(mnr c· labli,hrd 011 Iht" ,iI{' roIlO\,,;n~ Ihl:' ll<"(tln I 01 an opt'n .lrra 

IJISU'SSIO, 

.\JI potHTy fi)llllci in the irregular dilch I JO {' .. lmC' from ih middle and upper fills, and was of 
a LUI' Bronze .\~e/Early Iron A~e dat(· rangc. Thi"i i, th(' onl\' dating evidc'lKc from the 
[('alun' and \.,:ould ':tuggesl a rou~hly c"olllcmpora~ or "liglHly earlier date for the ditch itsclf~ 
IIO\\('\-"('r, Barclay n()It"~ that tht' "ihnd~ wen· in il widt, \ ariNY of fabrics, and quite small .Ind 
.lbraded. su'{gesting that somt' of the matcrial might ha\'(' bcen redeposited. The dating of lilt' 
dil<"h to Lht: Lat{' Bronze i\gc/Eariy Iron .\l( ' or o;; lil(htly earlier cannot, therefore. b(' r('g~lrded 
,1s absolutt'iy ("cnain, but this datl" ran~(' f('mains Ill(" most likely. Cnfonunatt·I). the ori~nal 
funnion of this li'allln' remains uncl('ar, th()u~h it j, po,,·.ible that iL was the result of quarryin~ 
for lilllrstone. An antirr found in thr primilT) fill Oflhl' W('stem teoninal 140, may han' h('('n 
used <1-; <1 pkk. 

(;l·nnalh. ('\-idf'nn' for sellh.'I11('nt and a'scKiaLed ani\ It)" of LatC'r BranZ(' \g-t· date i ... 'i1l.lI"Sl' 
in the l 'PP('r Thames \ 'alley. "ith far weatt'r ('\"idenn· ("oming from the I(mcr r("aches or tlu
rin'r. lilt' Ikrk. ... lllfl· Do\"lS and the Kennel (;ran'!s. rhe transition to till' Early Iron ' \~(' 
\\ ill1('ssl'ci the dCH'lopment of n('\\ seulcml'llt ... iH~s, hUl lhr!)e tended to con('('lllr<ue on thl' 
gri.l\"d lerrL\("('S. a pattern il1lcnsificd by thl' hig-h \·i<jihilil\ of cropmarks on lhis geology .mel 

R Br;l(lIc\, 1111' Bnm/l· _\~ II1lh,. (hfnrd\rc.d its Loc.tl.md Rn:ional '"(T1Ihtancc' 111 (; B~.I. (.()U~ 
and I RI)\,I,\ ,·di lhl.I'C/uuoIogr(J/tN(Jrf:"'t/Rrp:m jlJH6 ~R 18. 
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Lht" ('XCd\ .nion of ... itfs prior to gra\"('l extraction. b Tht're i~ rdatIH"h- little evidence for acti\"jl\ 

on th(' limeslonr d\\ay from the nYfr l("ITaCe . 'iO (h('r(" i ... unfonunaleiy a lark of context for 
lht fC .. dLure found at thr Ro,;er plant site. llu"n.' is relali\·el~ little ('vidence in the Oxford an-a 
lor "itf of thi ... daH', lhou'{h Barclay has SU~t· .. ll"cI a numbt'r of pouery a""emblagc ... from lht" 
Oxford re~on thai could be broadly contemporary \\ ilh thl' malt'fial from the prc"cm Sill'~. 

Tht'rr is liulr indication of contt'mporary a(-li",ily in Iht' immediate area of the feature. tht, 
Oxford ... hire Sile~ and ~ l onumenb Record )btin~ find.., and ... itt's of mostly Roman date. TIll" 
envIronmental ('\"idence suggests, that the ditch \\ as situatt'd in an open yt"t neglected an'a in 
Lilt" L.Ht' BronzC' "\~<,/Early Iron Ag<', consi.,ting of ungrazcd wa"'iland and scrub. It is likely. 
hnw('\"('r, that there \'.:~\S a st"u.lcmrnt of some kind nearby. a~ the pottery assemblage from 110 
was quilt' substantial '{ivrn the small size- of L1l(' f(,dlUft'. ,\11 that is known of prehistoric set tie
mrnt in the \"irinity (.-omes ffom r('«'nt work at Blal"kbird Lt-y'i, approximately 1.5 km. to tht· 
wUlh, \\ht'ft" rXl"a\"i.uions by the OAL' on clay ~l'ol()gy ha\"('" rt'\"t'aJ<,d features ()f~Liddlc Bronlt' 
'\0;", Larh and ~liddl. Iron Ag. date,' Al Illackbird l.ey', a mall number or \liddle Bronle' 
Age- pit:-. and po ... tholes ha\'e been found alonl{ \vilh an I ron Ag<' rnclosure and a pair of almost 
paralld, partly "'I(111.I1l.d dilch .. or Larl)-\liddk Iron .\o;l' and \ Iiddk Iron Ao;. dale, "hid, 
\\ efr orit'ntrd roughly in the dire-elion of the RO\ ('r plant Silt'S. 

Roman plou~h~il and potte~ prt'sent on tilt" Paintshop sill' ",ugg"e ... ts that tht' area has bC>l'n 
under culti\"ation for a ronsiderable It'n~ of tllm:. and that a Roman sitt" lie ... in the \"icinit\ 
.\ Rnm.m plough'ioil \\as not identified on Llw \'(,hide QlMlit) building ~ite, a1thou~h th'is. 
mH~hl ht' explained by Ihe ran thai the soil ... on Ihis ,itt' had hl'en considerably di!\turbed and 
("omplt·td\ Iruncau,d in '>Orne arras. 

Probable medit>\"al ploughsoil<.; containing ,ht"rcJ..;, of mrcli(·\".ll .md later poucry wert' idt'nt
ihl·d on hoth sitr ...... ,nd this suggrsb a fairl~ ('ontinuous arahlt- u c of the are.l until rclati\"l'I~ 
n'ct'nti), lhr hiswri( c\;dence indicates that thi!\ was still an arca of open fields in thr laiC" 
posl-ill("dinal p<'rioc;l, <lOd weU into the 20th ("('ntury. It is likdy that the pottery sherds \\-C'n' 
introduced through manuring, sugg('sLin~ sculcnwnt in the vicinity. 

In condusion, thererore, although the recent ardli.l('ologital work at the Rovcr sites revralt>cJ 
only i.l \"l't:." ILmitt,cI number of archaeological ft·atures. it C,U1 be ,cen as a mo!';t ,ignific<llll 
addition to Lhl' cJl'\"('!oping picture of later pn·hi ... wric SCUI('l11tnl in Oxford. 

\(:K.'()\\"l.LDGI"\I)'..: I S 

Tht" projnl \\as funded b~ th(' Oxford ROHT ( .. roup, and ,If(N Irom a 1O\\11-planning agrt'(·
ment made bt"l\\('l'n Rover Group and Oxford City Council Planning .\mhority. The authors 
art' Wi.lldul to RO\('r Group and their principal huilding contra((nr SOC Ltd. for their assi ... t
ance throughout the project. Alan Lupton and ~tick Paf'iuns preparC'd th('" original t('xls 
dt"~Tibin~ til(' t'xfa\".uion procc"s and imerprt'ting tilt" exca\"atrct frattlres .. \l1 r('"cords and finds 
will be: cte-PO ... ilfd \\ith Oxrorcbhirr Count) :\tu"l'um S(,Jyict' ,\n"c ... ion numbers 95,355 and 
9j.3h3, 

N. HiuRIt"\ and n \Iil". '.ujX"Cl$ or Imn "\~(' Setut"mrnc in Iht' l"pp~·r I hAOles \"allq III 8" ('unlifft" and D 
.\Iilt". op" ("il. 1\0«(' 6. ~2 71 n ~Iik:s. rhf" Imn "\~ .. III {. Uri~ ('l .11", np" Iii" note 15. l!) 5i 
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