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Rl'fnrl rmall·J(o/t nrdulI'o/n.!{l(Q/ ltvrk mm,d Qui ~) (h/md 4 1 ,dwt(llo.~al I ~n'l haJJ ulmtified a 2 m.-drtp 
\fqUroU qj drpou'Lf 01' th,j (itv-, miTt lilf, f\/rodul!!, )Tom tart) ulldaJ,d wil /wnz,()n1 ahort' na/ural ~arvl. 
ul' to I ~Jth- ami 2011Hrnlu1)' buildill!!,J lJIdlldill~ lIlt' jfJlwdallOnJ oflht latt l,dunaJl "faun flail. OJ particular 
inlafl/IIT( a IfnlJ tifmrdlfrlll/li'-l COll/fill/lIlt{ I1lh~ 10 13th·ernf1l,) po/tt1). Ihfl( lUTt ruhbuhpitJ. duz, Ul 

IJu /HuATardl f!f jlTO/lntiu Ihal jronfld un to.\t. Udall \, It IIlufI ()~/lIrd'~ lIled/rat Jm iJh ljuartn. 

,'.; I ROtH ( 110:\ IlL!:- I 

I II 19~) I. Oxf()rd Cit\ Council. a') landt'" ncr, 'Iubmittl'd a planning application lor lilt' 
n'c!n-r1opmelll or i\ \ ,\Cant ..,it<.' <lcljoining llll" Town I lall , w prO\'ide a m'w mulLi-"'lOrt'y 

oilin' blo< k with d b'hement. T\\o de .. k-lOp sLUelil'" fommi ..... ionrd b)- the Cil} Council rrom 
Oxf()rd • \rrhat'ologi('ai L' nil' had .. it,rnalled till' likei) pn' .. cnu' of an:hat'o iogical dt'posit, on tht, 
sitl·. and il programmt' or .lrchaeoiogi(·ai monitorin,v; of ground di .. lUl'bance was suhs('qul'nti) 
1"('('Ommflldt"eI b) tht' Oxfc)rd j\rd1a('o iogi('ai 4\ (h'io;of') S(')'"\'in'. rh l' main rO!1lra<:tors, , \mt') 

l3uiiding Ltd., rommi .. siunrd Oxford .\ rrhat'ologicai L nit O,\L to carry Out thi .. \ .. ork, \\hich 
hl~1{;\Il in \pril 19Q3. 

, lnhat'Ologu"al and Ili,\/oriral /Ja{K,.,OTQUlld 

rhl' d(",t"!opmt'nt o;itt, • 'GR SP 51 ... 2 (4)12 lit' In lht" heMt of tht, medieval to\\n, on Liw 
nonh idc' of Blut' Boar Street, and urround('d on lhrt't' .. idt,:-, by puhli<- building datinlt from 
lIlt.' rt"('cHhtmnion of Lilt" 1 0\\ n Hall in the ISQO... rht, Town H all il"df lies imm('di<uel} to 
lh(' 'n'!';l of lilt' o;ile, and funht'f muniCipal bui)din~o; lit to lht north. Ebor II0u.,(', , .. hi('h 
adjoin .. tht, .. iu· to tht, ('a.st, was c:on-.tructl'd in 1899 <is .l hCllN' f()r tht' Chid' Con'lahll'. Lil(' 
cit) Polin: Station ihdf hrin~ loc3ll'd at the bark of lh(' 'l"m"l1 Hall until 1930. 

·}:.IX)f HiluS(· Blur- 1~J<l.r StrC"t'1. <h-ford: \rch,l .. o)oglcoIl Dc );.top Smd) and I.hor HOU!t Rhlt' Roar Su~rt, 
Oxlonl Supplrnunt tu .\rcha(·{)I~KAI D'~IOP Study (hfi.rd \nhufJl. l nit unpuhl. ,·hrnt rrport "plrml)('r 

1"'11 mdJuh 1<)<11 
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LBOR HOLSE, BLU. BO,\R STREET 147 

Blut" Boar "treet formerly Tresham"s Lane \\as created (. 1550. to compcmal(, for the 
enclosure of l. Fridesv.:idr·s Lane by Chri~t Church. to t.he south. Throu'(hoUl the medieval 
period, therefore. the redevelopmem 'Site \\as not a strCt't frontage properly, but lay towards 
the rrar of [('ncment plots fronling on to Sl. • \ldalc '5. Durine; the 12th and 13th centuries this 
\\a"i Oxford' .. Jewish quaner. and the properties fronting on to St. .\ldate·s probably induded 
some of the mo .. t prestigious dwellings in the medieval to\ ... ·n, amongst them substantial SIOnt' 

houses. The recording action at Cbor House was particularly tare;cted 10 rerO\"eT {'vidence 
from this period of occup,uion. 

The ,ite appean 10 ha,'c been built on b, Loggan's time (1675. and by the later 19th 
(emU!), it is "ho\\11 on lht" I st edition Ordnance Sun cy map as a series of buildings around 
a small courtyard, 

SC~I~I.\RY Ol Rt:'Sl 1.1 s Fi~ I and '1 

\ marc detailed arc-ount of th(" features and len'l ... summari'il"d in the present n,'port can bt" 
found in d1t" archin-, \\hirh will be deposited with Oxfordshirc County ~ I useum Sen'icc, 

,If(/fwdololr' 

,\t Ult" timr of the dnrlupmem. lht" ... itt" \\as a \aC3m ha ... emt"nt/opt'n n'llar an'a imm('diatth to tht" 
west of Ebor Hous('; ib surfac(' l.lY SOI1l(, 2 m, below ~lr('rl kvt'l ilnd was unnen and covcrrd with 
\t'gct3lion and modtrn dt'bris, In addition, a buildin~ IO lht, [('ar of Ebor House had I)('(:n dl'molishcd 
10 formation Ic-vcl. I)urin~ .\ pril 1995 OAL' carried OUl an ('\'aluauon consisting of four l('st piL~ within 
the b<.l"-t'mem, and further U'SI pits exca\'ated by the cOlllracll)n wert" monitored, The excavation by thr 
contrauors of foundation Ir('nche:>., ~ef\ i('e trenches ,lnd burehok pits for buildinsr> lO tht" north and 
west of Ebor Hou<;(' \.,:as observed and recorded during an ('xtt"ndt'd watching brief. 

lnrt't" trenc-hes .\, Band C aligJwd norul-south were dug by machine at the south end of Ill(' 
base-mt'n! are-a, and were linked with a (1"0$5 trench aligned r,lSt-\\t'Sl for t'ase of recording also called 
C:, In accord,mce with thr f(,quiremclll .... of the Job Brief. the Lrcnth M"(tions wrrr insJX"cted arter til<' 
machinl' cxravalion, and >,f!e-cu'd ft"3tures \'verr sampkd in plan. 1\\0 further n'l')' dt"ep lrelKhes, D 
ilnd E, could nUl be formally lm'('<;tigalcd for f('asom of "311.·t~, Finds ,·.-ere recovered from som(' of the 
hand-('xc3\'au,d fraturrs in Trencht·s ..-\, Band C. from the \ertical "cclion'" of the\(' trr-nrhes, and from 
the 'poil heaps, Plam of the tr('nrhes \\t're made ,,,,'hert' po"sible, <\lid all of tht' trench ~(,clions WrJ't' 

drawn, 

rhe cArlint drpu!iit KIt'litifiC"d durin/t Ihl' ("'\Id\atioll .... a.~ a n,13 m, thid,- la ..... er R2.01 lotJ<;(' rcddi5h-brown loam 
u~""t'd at thl" bast, I)f Te,1 Pit 8, '\u fUld, .... ('rt' rt"co\'eft'd lrom th(" d("posit, "hidl la~ atxm~' !hI:' natur.u gra ... d at 
fiO,20 m, 00, but i\ rna ... bt, lht'" 'I.'\JlU- a~ Ihl' 'earh' ~il h()ri7.on~ oilen ob!l('r\.'("d on Ox:i<)rd ~il("\, wht'rr lht' !>Oil 
somrtlmt'<. contains pn:-hi,wric or Roman find" :".;0 romparablt" ~~il "~ hbw-.... ltd during Iht' r)(ra"illion of tht" 
foundation Irrnrhe, 

J Cooprr. ~1t"dK-\"al Odord'. !",( H. O:tOft, iv, 27 
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\ummaTl '!i mf1lrW/ jfUJUTtJ (wd /nrl, ri~. I and 2 

1111 pmil IIMl II .IIUlt' 111~nf"d ill .Ill lhr ''x' a\,III'1! Ii..un<iallo/l Unl. h 5 Unl "'C-ff' a KTW=-S of illl Itutlinl{ pit!. In 

I r l\(iI \ Ihl'" Upp"T hll "I IhT ... f" &ntl"n ultlOg pit\ h'('rr In\r luyu.,l, pit lUi flU 10 pit 108 and pit H)(' I~I 101 
wa dlf' t:arllt I III Ih(" nr,ItII{T.lplu( !l('ljurn('C' •• md I Bnlainnl lour hM'ds III pOllrf\ :!.ugge ling. I." .. 11th· 10 mill 

tlll-({'IIItJr) d,ltt Pottl'r. lrum pl~ 10K .md If"'! (Lltnllrmnlhr I hI! LU tlir lSlh C"nlutit-. In frrnch R. a uumll("l 
1.1 llilrfl ullllig 1111 ""'f!' l.I)$('["\("(1 at Iht: 1JaY' 1.( Iht' In-Ilrh. u.lthougll nnh hlllO,,? in pit 203 mnt.unt'11 IWJtIC'') 1111 
hO\H"\('r \',1 .. 1l01.lhl~ 1I'.lrI~ Conlc'XI ",illt pOHC"!'\ .. I mid to latt, Ilth-«(·lItu~ d.llr 

I hI' t ,Irlll I dl P" it 1,1,~·n.I·d III I n'II1 Ii ( \\.l ,I 1.1\1'1 I., .1.lfl. grn -l)l()\\11 sandy ilt. 307 ... hi/: II W'L~ IJ I tn. Iii-, p. 
"'1[)1 lIlt" l~ of \1" dq)(J II h lIl~ '>11 lOp •• 1 tht" n.l[ural gr<1\c'l al ,'I III m () I). 111 tkprrut W-cU truncOIt("(II" I.&lt' 
k.llllfI"S, .Illd 111..:1\ "'pr('"S(·nt ,·itlwr ,I lnrmrr suiilC'"\, I or.1 1 •. HlIn· hll 1111 d.lrK ("ol .. ur of tlw ",oil uiU;' I .1 ll1("dir\ II 
d,II,' lor till" dq)u it. 1".lIllI'r thal\ 1111' c·.uli,·) It'ddi~h-hro,," !lull hlJli,-oll :1.1\('( B2 ~'rn c·I'i('\\h,,((· 

\ ""'qlllllll' ul li·.ilun's \\llh al of Ihr 11,' \\,\ nlJ"Kned III til(' ran f.1I lUg K'1·tinn uf 11')llh- luth .IIiKl1rd Illuncl.llloll 
I "'111 h ( I i~. 2 Ilw 1-'11111 ipal r.lrl} Ii .lIurl'l \\('IC' h\1I l.tf1(· I'll', \:.21 .mel 12:l, Ilw 1M .... · fill ul 121 "a .\ grl") i,lI· 

11111\\11 \.tlHh ,iit, J Itl. \\ ilh .1 jQ'rrni h hue'. p,'rh.II''! ~U~lo(r ti\c' of '" ~ pit filL \\ hi' h font,tinrd pcmrn. 01 !.lIr I Ilh. 
In mid 1 hh-HIlIU['\ dill' Ill(' uppn lill 01 thr pit \\rrr u~,· 11\1' 1>1 eI,·lillc·rdtr inhllill~, prrh.IJI tn lmrr (C' 

1lI,I\I"nal. Pit no. cu till' t'a t (If i21. ",I, lIul 111\1 li!.!;.llc·d Pil ~2:l ".Ii und.lte-d. hili fill \21 In tU \\.1 (UI to 1111 
IU>I th h\ .1 lurtiwi wrgl' pil 1:J1, \\ ith hUll) hll \'~ i ( 'IIt.linilll( 1.llt· 111h- 10 101[(" 121h-1 rntur\ polt.·1'\ .11111 :Ill 

l'III.liIlUlg 1.ltl:' 12th- III mid I Jdl'("C'IIIUI'\- IM'lltl) 
1111" uPI,.-r pit illlbt' M'flurmc' aIK,\(" thr It,\,-I nrlhr hll 011111 J:l1 .... c·n J,(rlwraIh lI1all('( \\llh IIII' 1Il'llt· r~'c'ptl'!II 

01 pit IfM,.1I 1111' south of Ihl' tr("lIdl. \I\olhn 1M. ~ibl,' 1"'3.1 h If'SS pit to? I. e lit !I.'.IIUTe :ll·J. II \\01." III lum 1 UI b~ .111 
10' gul'lI" l ~llap("d pit. J n, "IIC"'" hll l'>b ct>nt.ulle-d I"MIIII n. •• , TllId Illh- 10 ('a,.1\ 131h ('l1lu['\ eLle.: I h(" fill I 

') "in, ut b~ .111 umLue-d I,il. 'j-l{I. \\hi( II In 111m w:.u r JI I,., pit ~ 7 !til J3S and j I] hll J II ("maining pOIU'" 
1>1 l.lh' 11th· 10 m.d I hh-i:l'/lIII['\ ".lIc' 

In"'rc ullmg pll..'i ob'i('f\("d ill til(" ulh("f" (ounel.mon In"m he ,unt.UIle-1! PQUt'T) p~dominarlth .. rthe Illh·1 ith ,rntur 
if's mlh"lr hll. ,Ihhou~h SOI1lt' I·llh· olud l."nh-t("lIlu" "lOIl('n.t1 "'.1 Tt·o\c·rffl.Pil Clnd pit hll, "rrr nb5t['\cd III lit,· 
S('c 111111'1 01 I rt'ndll' 0 ,lIIeI t, "ul ('uulel 1\01 hI' hllthn ill\'·Mig.ut'd I h(' pOllc'T) 3..! i~J('d tl) COlli 11 lrom Ih.· .... 
!lemhI "a~ r{'(O\Tf"ni frum thr spuil 11e1(l'1 

i'tH/-lIlullna/ ]falurn alld loill/Qn::"onl 

\11 I·Xpllll".1I111'\ In'1I1 h I"rrm h"i I.IIl'r bon·hult· pil G 01'('111'<1 11\ lIlc' (nnlrannrs had .11 its h.I",' .1 1.1\(" III li!.!;lu 
.l{u·\-luO\\1\ lit hUll, 1.I~c'r 71), \dudJ nlllt.III11·£!.1 IIh t.dl1li.l\ C1110111111) til ,mim.t..I bmw. gld,,!. dol} pipc's, U) In hdl 
,lIul pmt·llll'c1i(·\,I!IMIUt·" !lalt'd 10 Ihc' IBlh (('nlll" \ IIt',L1 t"(lIllplc·tc· POW·I." \(·~"i·I.lIId iI ~in~II' I.mw. pl.lin wPI}('1 
,11111\ Illig \'lTt· fI'(I)\t'rl'd frnm llii Id}(,l \IM"c';1> ".I~ 01 imil.ll dqx ... it, 7'1, \\hi.h n-prrK"ntrd Ihe.: uPIM'r ".Irt III 
lht' 1:M.Y<.1-lIl1"din·al HI" r.arh \·i,·toooln u-.uill;l,lphil srclUI'IU I' 1111" h.l ..... 01 I,\H'I 7.5 1.1} .It 62.7:1 m. ().I) P""I-IlIt'cli,·\.11 
putt!"!) \\,I~ .thu rt'w\('rc't! from dq)()Sih .It tilt' h.\ t' ul lunhn hou,holt- pits F. (;. II. I .lOtI J C'" .1\.\11 II 11\ lilt 

COlllr.lIlm IJnsl-llwdlC\'alpolI('!) .mel (1" pipt' Imlll till IM.llom 1.IH'r 'ICH. ,II hi 7.1 01. 0.1) in bore'holl' lUI 
(. 11111., .III .1 drpth of po"t-medir\al huild'lIp 01 .,1 1,',1 I I III 

\\ ulun th(' b.L",·nwnt clN'".\ wc:rr till I'" pn"I-llll'di('\.u •. lk.lh.l\ 1\\1·11 lrul tures 10(1. 11 fl. '21 1 (011 [rw t. d from 
11,11/1\1' II\o.K. .lIul huill "ithin IIt·c·p c,.nll'I"i, 1 pit 

1.llln art Iwr%!;lfal Jta/lITf1 

I h, upprr p~rt olth .. m('(lil'\al.lI1d po~-nw,ht'\al \t"IUt'mr "I dqM' It .nul 100clurr~ \\J.\ InulI',unl b\ Iltt" Ion IHK" 
IUIII lnrllur Ih,' ckep opt'n \ II lonan Ua<;("II1t'1II th.1I (M:(,lIp~d liar II .... ,II Ih tUlU' 01 IIJ(' rc·d',\Tlopmrlll Ilu IIlll"rtI.11 
'\all Ollhl 1.J.lo;t'llWnl \\'·U' '(In IrUllI"d ,.II)ri(l..~ lM,",kcl \\nlt 11.11(11..,'Tt·\ Ic·mc'nl. urMJIl li"llill~ ,.lllrilk 1)I>I\(I,'cl 
\\ill1 lUI[(' .1IIe! mort.lr D<"IlIUlili"1l "c·l.o frnm Ihr ).uildlllg Inn Inatwci.IIMI\" till' 1>.1'"I:nll'nl \\,\ ""K"l'\rd dunn 
111(" 1"t.I\~IJlIII III I,·, Pit~ I I 1111 '11>11(' 111111111,,11,,1) 1,1 C1rllu IIImn1i Iu-d buil.ling- imlllrdialrl\ mlnh tlf I.lMU 
11.lu..r ",I, nIN'I'\I,t! IIIIKlrrhulc> pit 1-1, I .111«1.1 

II" I Ilil -, \\.l, r\tol\;tlt·d b~ thl' (IJnlrol'Wr. .1\l:.lin t tilt" C·.ht \\.111 01 tilt" 10\\11 1I.ill. "h,' Tlmn lIali \\.11l.:'11 

1"11/ tr(I,.1 trt'\tIWI (I)\lr<.. III n'd hritb IlUilt "1"111.1 Ic'UI1c1.lli.1/I III 11·lTlc·lIlnll{r.t\/'1 and briCK rut.hle "hi.h \\.1 
.llk.1 t {JII 1Tl. dc·"p. 

I u11 cle·t.lil, 01 the d' .... ·mhla~<.' \, hidl ion" "umm.u j'c'd hnt' .• 1If" .1\ .lil.lblt· III til(' .lrd1l\(· IIldudin!.: 
t.JI,1!- 01 ell),.i, t\ 1)('5 anel n' idu.tlil\ •• ul(1 thl' c c'rdllli( II.llill,{ e)1 ilt(li\ inucll (onlc'Xl.i 
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In (owl 11f; hndH.j nlt'du"\.tl.and p.~I-rtlfilil·\al pour!) ~t>tl'" rffmf"n"ti. "f"ighina: 5.5 kt:' Th(" medlMoal d rnhl.u~(' 
fllll'i It,d 01 hi I.ut" "'.lxnn dnd ,'arh mt'dlna] ~htrd 111 7 fahm tVIlt" . and 10 lal("r mt'dit"\aI hC'rd in I fd.hrx: 1~1l". 
\hhou~h ,hnt' .... ("n· .t coO!udf"r.iI,bJr numhrr oj "Mrs prcYlil 111 tlw t'Ol,.h mrdinai aucmbla~, the majurjly (If til,. 
'}'l hrrd 80 tX'long 10 2 t~1X"~. OXrilrd L.arl) \tt'dlnai \\ar(' 0:\..\(. and Oxford .\Ie<ii("\'al \V.1rt' OXY. nu' 
11'111. inill :, .... .1(1. ~l :\("1>\' -t\"}X" \\'.Jff OXR \hingdon-I\p" \\",If(, OX.\C utI' SAXon 10 Iall:' \Itdi,',a! Sc.Julh-
1..1 I () Imthluu" \\.In" OXlh2 .. Oxfurd Lau' SdXOI\ \\au OXU and Lath \lrdiMa1 Soouth \\(" I (ht;,rdll!urI' 
\\.If(' OXAF .arc- ra, h rl"'prr~f'nl('d b\ mil' "ht"ld 

1 hI" I.urf me-dinal.l "mbld~(' I rC'pl"M("lIlrd In III ht'rw. unlx,nrd Ii'urn mdu In" bortkriu't Ihe O:\!ord ff"gion 
La I Wilt Ilin' hpt' \\.Irc nXAQ,.; I.Ut· Ilu·du·\.al Rt·t! Eartllc'O\\MI' OX.\Y and BriU/BoaNall produn ()X,\~ I 
.md 0:\.,\\\ 

H.11f oj thl" I'.lfh ITwfiii'\.11 poUn'\ "hi rt"('o\C'Tt'd hum I.HI·r (unU'xl\, and \\;u thndofl' rf',idu.tI, Till indud .. 
HI of till' o:\. \( ,Iwrck ton" 01 1111' O\:'f hl'fd~ .mrllhr hrni nf lahri,- OXR, 0)\.\(" 0:\ 102 and O:\.RI 
\ II11':"h IlI'n t'lIla~r (II Ihr lawr m.Ht'ri.ll \\.1\ .t!<,() (l',ldll.l! 

Ill<' 11/ IItli ~h('rds ill t;thrin OXAt;. OXY ,md O:\BI IMC UffI·r! in rollwxt~ 102.102, 3111, 310, :l3l 'lJ.l, 'BfI, 
BR, HI lr, I .md 35(J, 'nl(' rdati",,' pruportiulI' in \\-hidl tile''\.!' \\-dn' (Kcumd ran 1><- uV'd .l~ (I'ramie ph.I .. ing tu 
d,Ht' tilt' c".rlit' 1 11·.uurt'~ on thc' ~it(· The PI/'St'IIe" of OXAC.l thl' unly f:thric in COlllnt 2111 Sll~C' Is Ih.lt thi .. \\-,I~ 
lilt' ,·.Irli(· I conte'xi .1I 11luI" Boar Strrrl, of .1 mid (() 1011(' llth-{c·n!ur. datf', I"hrSC" hrrd" Wf"fr .111 from .I ,inlotlt' 
rookin~ \t's.,<,1 \\-ilh lid ealcd rim. \\-hidl supports Ihl' ... it"\\ 111<11 Ihc' tOlllext \\-it!! undblurb.:·d, Th(" inlnKiuniull of 
OX Y into thc' (I'rami<- o;('quC'Ilcr indicatc' a dall' of 1.111' 11th 10 Idtt' 11th ('("nl\lrit'~ fur (OIlI('XI 1U, whl'f(' OX \ 
(] ell .... \\-ilh 0:\..\( I'abri(' OXY continut"ci in I"odultinn h.,nnd lilt" I.ttt' 121h (rnlul) and domm.tu"d tlw O'd"rd 
(c·r.unil '>I"qUC'I)CC' until th(" mid 11th ('«ntlll), 'I'h(' (KCUrrrIHC' ()rox\' a thr cml\' rabric in mOlc'xti 102, '119" ~11 

,1 m. 14 I I~ 1 and 3:='(1, su~nt a datr- "I i.u(" 12th to mid 1 \th ("ntur. \ St"I'Cmd rat''' mrdit"\al Conlf'\-I I ~h, I 

u!Qotf'Slrd h, Ih(' !Ok- prf""t"nc(' of Earl .. 'Ir--dinal Soulh W(' I Oxford~hllf' W,uf' OXSf u uall) limnd in Chlnnl 
in ~mall qU.lntilit"~ bt-I\\-("("n th(" mid Illh .md (,,<!.fly I'hh c('nturil" 

l..tla mt"din'al pnltn'Y \\-as rt'('O\'('Trd from cont('xt 81 and 104 1'\\-0 ~h("n:t ofOXAQ.tnd OX-.\Y in '01111'\.1 
HI MII(gt" I d ddl(" h<-t\\C"'t"n lilt" laIr 12th .and nth 'I"nturit"~, .and ollr ht"rd of OXA)'1 in contf'xt 101 imlil"dh' .1Il 
t"ar"- I'ilh· It) I ith-nnlu~ datt" .• \ funh('r St'\c'n latr nlrcli("\aJ ~hf"l'ds \\-('rr. prnrnl in po~l-m('dit·\aJ ~ontc"\'-, 

I • .ltt"r m.llt'rial from thr ,it(" c:on~i'trd of I.n ptl,Hnrdi"\.tl pocltlt'1) hrrds 1.11(' lilh- to IBth-u'nlul) in d.IIC', 
\~hi(h \\-t'r(" found in fi\'(" cont(,Xh iI), 1000. hOI. flO!. 4()3 l:.aeh 01 thc'S(' cont('lC.b containrd SlAlffi>rd,hirc' Whill' 
S.tIt GI,iLl;"cI Stol\("\\arC', -I in Glazw f.anhrn\\-Mf' PO!>I .\ll"(lic·\'a1 Brill W.lrc' and a IcxaJ Red E,.lrthc'Il\\-aJ'C' (:nlll('xt 

bill .tI:-;() (()f\tainc'o ~Jll{li,h Porcc>l.lin_ COnlnt C)(U (·onl.ltnrd import('d I"arlif'r mdtt'riaJ in addilion to Ih(' IBlh-nlllur) 
n1.1It'riaJ ·,'ht"'r \\I'rl' d mid tilth-to 17th-(('IIIUr. C' .. (liulCTlt/ l rrchl'n drink.in~ iu~ \\ith p.trt ofthr I('ae! ml)unliml'lld 
'uf\i\ill~, .md t\\-o latc' Iith-ct'!HuI) \\'c"II'f\\alcllu!{'>, elrC"Of,lIed \\-ith ,t.un ped J.ppiied pads for !C'.nn ,\lid IIn .... n .... 
,lIlel ~1t"111 madc' wilh ~roup uf Ihn'C' OJ IiH' imi,,'c'd hlll"_ CQIlW'>;1 7h Cf)ntaillt'd further 18th-c rntUr) m.It/"rial, 
Includill~ Surrn Ildlnp,hirt" Bordt'f\\dll', l.n),(li,h SUIO('\\.Ut'. ,,)ItUlQ;harn ~lon{' .... aJ't' .tnd latc' Il-lth-n't1luI) 
(:tc'.lIllw.ln" 

D IH U.I.I;OIl r.if thr /KllInJ aHtmbla~t 

I'lli' ("arh m('cii("\a1 and pmt-mf>dinal pnlh'r\-' ,ls'I'mblat,tt's rc"Pft"St"nt two quilt, disun(,1 palOd:-. nl.\( li\ 11\ 
I'hl' ('arlil·l'. rrom Ihl' mid Illh to mid 131h (Tiliurie .... i ... n"pn',cntf'd by Ihe dominann' orOxll)f(I I-.arh 
~tl'di('\,;tl Wan' OX,\C and OXfilfd .\lrdic·\3J WJ.f(, OX), lh(' lilter dall's to tilt' 181h (t'l1tllf'\', 

I ll(' r.lIlgr of \\arl'~ and \,{'s .... ·ls in the.- c'Mh llu·dil"\.11 d. ... ('Inbl,H~c" is not outstandin~ liJr ,I ,itt· ill tilt' 
(Tntrt" of Oxloro, The- earliest \l's..el t)-1)(" i .l St. :\c·ol"',-t~l}t-' \\',lrr 00"1 of IOth- 10 ',"f Ilth-('C'llluf\ 
oatt·, Ihough thc' mo'l common \ (· ... st'I, an- "1,i('01I mid Illh- to la\(" l2th-nmur;.' cooking pot.'. and di .. lws 
in OX-\C, alullatt" Illh- to 13th-cc'lltury ('()ukinl(, JX)(-. and (\\0 glal.ed pitcht,,, in OX,\, Ollt" unllsll.11 
fr.I~('m in \ bingrlon Type \\ are O:\,,\(j wuld Ix p,m or a lamp or ('nlcihJt., 'imilar to.1 latr I hhl 
eat!, 11dl-CTntllf\- namplc' from ~o, :1I Church Str("("t, Oxii>rd,' 

Ilw putlt'~ h.t heTIi quaJHifird u Ill\,( ,,1U'rcll nunl .lIld \\-c'I~llt, .1IIe! ickntifiC'd \\-ith n IITem"1' 10 till' Oxford 1.lhm 
I ,Pt' SC'I in puf )li~lj("d in R. ,""lldc)ll .Ind " j\1 ,·lIm. ' I Hit!" ;o).I'I;11Il ,IIICI \I t'dic· .. al POItr'I)', in U. D urham, '\11 hM'nlo\,(, 

ie.11 Inw,u\,(atinn .. in S,- ,-\ld.ltt··s, <hlord", ()\lJIlImJItI, xlii ICJ77, til 'iq, dnd rl'\l'-t'd b\ .\laurr('11 \Idlar in hrr 
rnrnt paj>rr '(hford hin' POHrr.~ ,\ S}1lthr i, of \ficldl,' .Uld Llk S.lxon, 'It-dic"\al and Earh P()~I'mC'di('\,\1 POH{'r\ 
in lilt, Oxford Rt'~on", ()-corum'I,L Ii" IQrH, to',? Illr i:lbri( ludC'S .tre' 1t1\f'1l in hracki'u afll'r thc" ('ommon n.lnlr 

t \I \I"l1nr,I'ollt"1\. in -, (, Hob-..J.11. ( I.. II ,tipUI.tlld" \lc'lJut,l.x(d .. ati()lI~ in St_ Lbl)(" O~on:t, I(M11 11I7h 
1'.111 I i..tl(' ,')axnn 'l!lel \1n:liC'\'a1l)flm("~lIf On tlp.lli'lII ,mel I C'lU'IlWIII ' and thC' "('dinal Grqfnar " OtClflJlftSJQ. Ii\ 
ICIMQ 20'), fig Ii no i 
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nu" 18th-{'t'ntur, a.. mbla~t' abo has a ran~' of \( .. d 1~p" rypll'al oftht' pc-riod. lhou~h mt' Prnc'lIct" 
01 an c-arlic'r Ibm- to I ilh-H'mu~' Colo~ndfr('("h('n drinkin!;t JU~ and ("\\{) \\'t'""u"rwald ju~ i of nott
In(""'<' Rlwni h import an- (ommon in Britain and dH' Ihen'ior(" not n~t' saril~ a rdJection of th(' t.llU 

ur \\t',llth of lht" purcha but ha\C' bt-en nolt'd in O'\lC>r(1 a ()((:urrin~ onh on "il(,o; dos.(" 10 til(" 
(,CJOlll1l'n.aJ ("ntn' of the Cit\. 

\ pla.lJI C0l'prf .1I11.ly rinji!; ",a r«()\('red from th .. po'-I-medil"\'ll laHT 7h. and allimallxJIlr wa prt"'Wnl in COllltXU 
ul .1I11)(·ricld, alW the- .. ilr. Small quantitiM of building m.\1('"ri.ll tik \\t"rt" pr~·nt In a numh"r 01 t"XC.l\dlr{1 &-pt,.,ilS 
(Jilt" mall hc·rd 01 tilr \\d' pr('"~nl in mf"<lin:aJ pit hll 10 I. and Ihrrr ~hrrd~ "eTC- rt'w\('rt"d from lilt' inhU of PO,I
Illl'<iicval snalww<1~ IIKI. ('iron-s of d.IY piJX' "'t"rt' rt'wwrrd lrom p<~I-mC"dw\.lllUutrxl' iI), bOO, li(H, dud 903. ",hi, h 
"'C"rt" ubsc['\t'd III IJ<>T('hnll' pits nonh of L1,of Hou,< .\ IOlal of Iq p~\C-s of da~ pij">l' weft' r("("O\("rt'd from All 
C"xe-a\dtro df"(lO it~. ;"<0 Q;1a." fr3'tT1wnts We'Tr rt'c"u\('rt'd Iroln an.,. uf the mt'diC"\.IJ (kprnLls: :21) pit'('e's {If IX.Ilit-mC"din..u 
(Ie- hun gbu ,""I'n' rf'(O\t'r('d fmm orhrT dl'"JlO'it~ 

"'\0 I('ature~ prt'dating- the medie\'al pt'riod wc:n' sefn. TIH' poufry from the in\'cslit!;aliom i~ 
pr('dominaIHI~ of mid Ilth- to mid 13th-century clatt-, but tht' unremarkable nat un: of tht· 
Jsscmblagc: prO\·idt·" Ijule nc' ... · infonnation auout the (·uhure. wfalth or statu~ of the medie",ll 
fx:<:upam~ of tht· site. The fills of SOlnt' of tht> pits (onlaint'd ct",s-iike material mixed with 
knsc's of ... andy ",rra\"('\, rO\'ercd with thickc..·r fills of sand~ ih or "andy gra\'el, and this \\(mld 
bt' t'nordy (·on"i ... tem \\ ith the usual mfdie\·a1 practin' of digging dome"tic rubbi"h and l.nrilll' 
pit-. to\\.lrds Iht, b.1Ck of urban propenies. ;\0 strue.. tural featurt's Wl're obser\"{'d relating lO 

any of these..' rubbi<.;h pits. 
Che upper filb of mbbish pits 109 and 108 contained ,lightly later po"et)· I fth-15th cen

llIl) clair!, which implies continuity of domestk ani"il)" Oil the site..' in this period. Further lat(, 
mtdieval material was observed in distinct post-medieval l"ontext~ . The low representation of 
16th- and 17th-l"clltury pOltery might !i.uggest a rhange in land USI', and it is intfresting tn 
note lhat.\~as\ map of Oxford 1578' show .. thl" lOil(, as an open an'a of land. Howe\'er. thl' 
se..'\"C,'re truntation 01" the later medieval and posl-nwdil'\'al 'itraligraph)" by the constll.lcoon of 
thr Victorian basement, 109-ether with the Iimitcd nature of the ilwcstigations, mcam; that ,;u("h 
.\ hYPOlhe<.;is call Ix' only \"tory tcntatl"e!y ach·allrcd. The only survi,,;ng features of post
me-dit"\.L1 datr in thr basement area \\ere the tiUt'(' slOne <.;oaka' ..... ayOj. Loggan's map or Oxford 
1675 .,ho\ ... " buildings i.uong the linc of Blut, Boar Strrct by this time-, and the ~oaka\"'a~!> 

(""ould well rl'iattO to batkyard or cellar ani\;ry from the"l" dwellill~. 
rhe limilt'd nature of the archaeological work nwan<.; that the abO\ e conclusions ha\'e to 

be u'ed with (·aution. In particular, it is vel! diflkult to knO\\ whether the unremarkable 
nature of tht" earl} mC"dieval as~mblage, rrom a wfalthy and culturally distinct Jrea of town, 
\\a. truly rt:pn·"fntatin· of the sitt" or simpl~ a factor of the \('1,)" small sample that wa." C'xea
"atrd in dt·tail. .;\Iore detailed exca\"atioll\ on thi ... t}1>I' of 'back yard' site should be s("riou~ly 
t'omidt'ft'd in the future. 

\( ~'m\I.IIl(;L~II.~TS 
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