
The Excavation of Two Barrows at Merton, 
Oxfordshire 

B) PHII.IPP,\ BR,\DU.Y, ~1J(:1I \1.1. P.\R~O:'\~ and RI( TYI.ER 

"ith comributions b) \I.I~I.\JR B.\RCL\Y, ~\'\(.I.T.\ Bo\I.1, .. \.'IlRI.\\ BRO'" and BOB \VIL"'O,\ 

"l '\1\1. \RY 

'{ltV barral,n, an Iron .1gr mdO.lUTf and a numb" if othn aTrharologual ffalurrs UtTt ttraralLd in ad, ana 
oj qua1l)in~ a.B()('iaud tnth th, (Ollstruction oflllt JUO moton.n~,l. TM barruln produad tlwrnufor .JfrolldaT) 
fimrrory' (Util'l!l but no pnmaT) buriab U"t idmll/lfd. Er:idm(fjor 'ulli/~d mUJdk and lau Iron .J,!:t o«upatwn 
aHot1altd U'lth Ill! rnelolu" U'Q.) also Tt(ot'(T(d. 

L()( \ 110". IOPOGR.\PIIY .\XD (a.oIJ)G\ 

T lw Oxford Archaeological Gnit O.\ U) undertook c.'valuation and excavalion at ~ Ierlon 
borrow pit during February ilnd ~ larch 1990 on bl'ilalfofSir Alfred ~kAlpinc Construc­

tion Ltd., during the cxcavation of a borrow pit r('quirl'd for the construnion of the ~ 1 1O 
motorway. T hr inH'stil{ations consislrd of an OP(>11 ar('a ewavaLion, measuring approximalcly 
10 Ill. by 2:~ m. and an (,valuation of the adjaCt'1l1 firld ronsisting of 13 standard OAl' e\'alu­
cHion trench('~ 30 m. by 2 m.' and one 15 m.lo1Upn'nch, The arra of the c\'a1uation ro\crt"d 
just O\Tr two henare", The area had been unner pa"tun' prior to the dC\'elopmrnt at around 
:,9 m. OD 

('he borrow pit Fi~. I; SP ,')68 169 is situated 6 km. 10 the south of Biccster, and 0.5 km. 
~outh-weSl of lh(" \;Ilagt' of ~Ierton. Tht" pit wao.; to Ix' du~ to an approximate depth of 60 
m. to cxlr.Kl Jurassic limestone. 'I'()p~oil and o\.erburdrn producrd durin~ the digginl{ of th(" 
borrow pit \\t're storrd on the adjarem e\'aluat('d <IT(',l. 

rhe sitr was "ilUaled towards the sOlllh-w("st('rn end of an elongated outcrop of JurassIc 
Combrash rubhly limestone. TIlt" an'a i~ ",urrounded b~ alluvium and RiH'r Terrace deposie;.' 
TIll" lop ... oil ('onsisLed of a reddbh brown fill(' loam. Tht' ... ubsoil .. , \\ here examined, were n-dder 
and more day('Y towards the bottom, su~rsling an argillic profile. The lop'Soil in the area 
t'htluilled to lhe "vest or the main ('xcavation ,vas a dark brm"n "ilt) loam. In this art'a a layer 
of mid·lm)\' .. n clayey ... ilt \ .... as rerorded under the topsoil on th(' hil{her areas of the ... itt". This 
,vas imerpn'lt"d il!; an old trunralt'd top ... oil \"hich, in ... orne plan's, had been disturbed by 
ploughing. I'lim Oakes and one sherd of prrhisLOri(' pOtlt·~ from lrrneh 6) \vrrc re('O\'rred. 



.i:2 

MERTON BORROW PIT 

• 
CAMBRIDGE 

CHELTENHAM 

• 
IIICESTER 

~ 
• LUTON 

o 
i 

• SWINDON 

• 
OXFORD 

-'r' ~I 
A.k:heIIM - .~ '1 
(Aolnan lown) , 

H '-

I. 
I ' 

I 
I 

t'/ 
~I 

,:.,/ >~ 
q-'Y 

I 
I 

I 

~\. 
I 

/ 

Merton 
Borrow 

I 

/ 
/ 

I 
/ 

I 
Pit ---"l~lr--' 

CHARLTON-ON 
·OTMOOA 

MOOR 

• 
N 

"=,.-==-.. == ............ <===========i"~ 

h~ I Sitf" 1000all()n plan 

N 

N 



\!I.R [0'. BORROW PI! 53 

\ \ 'ithin tht· arra rxCa\"alfd \"anauon, in tht" undnh ing natural Wfrt~ ob"rr'\"cd. TIlt" natural 
\\~\, (·ither of fombra ... h .... and, cla~ or ,ill. Of da~t·~ "ill. 

\R( H\LOl.lX.!C \1. B.\Cf;C.ROL'D 

.\n J('rial photograph Bl ~I 063 of thf' .. itt· ,ho"ro t\\ () lan~(' fin-ulaf rin~ ditfhl' and a suO--rn tan~lar 
enrlo,Uff' l~in~ .Ippruxim.ttd\ 100 m. nonh of lht' point \\Iwn' th«' rinT Ra)' and its lribulan c:onwr~. 
:'\0 (fopmark re',HUn: "("ft' ,isiblr (0 lht" \\(' t of the' C·x('.lvation ,d1('f(, Ihe fidd \\a.'i under p.l'iture. 

Cham'" find"i uf ~le~lithic. :'\eoiithi( and indt·tc·nninate pr("hi.~tori( flimwork hale bt-CJI made.: at 
,ariuu" ICKations in the immc'diatt" \-icinit~ of lhr n.c,t\"Jtion for (·x.tlllple Oxon. S~lR numlx·" 1818, 
~15.11. 95.12, 128;'1 . .\ numhc:r of ring diKhc,'" art' kncmn from nnpmarb., for nampl(' axon. S:\IR 
lIumlx'r 11:) 7R ,I pt·nannu!;.n. possiblt' h('n~(' monum,"nl I(Kau'd (. 1.6 km. to the north-easl of lhf' silt· 
and "C,'\C'ral murt' in('iuding Oxon. S:\lR numlx'r 1161 n 1\\0 rine; dit(ht·." 12198 .Ind 5151 in tht' vi('inil} 
or I lip to thl' \()\.uh·WC'Sl of the fxca\ation. flll:n' an' mlll:r rine; ditche-" to tht' nonh-e<bl of the Silt'. 

for t'xampk (hull. S:\IR numb('r; 56:32 and 5633. '\t'olithil and Bronzr A~(" male-rial includiJl~ lkakrT 
pnttt'f) and flinl\\(}rk \\ a" f('('O\ ('n'd from ("X( a\aliolh nmdul·ted prior to impro\('mC"nl3 to lht, .\ ~21 near 
Bil I' leT- .\\t-sniithi( clnd :\t'<>lilllif flilllwurk \\a~ n'w\('rNI from l'xe;.l\ation.s al Stadt' Farm. Sift' ler, tilt' 
itt ,11·,(,) produ(t'd Idt(' Bruntt· .\e;t'" and Iron \~t: anivit~ ,\ ... mall quantil~ of rdat:ivel~ undia~o<;lJ(. 

llint\\Ork \\0.1 ft'(O\('rrd frulll c'xca\·ation".1t Oxford Ruo.1el, Bic('"-.t('ft Hnlllu \~ ac.:ti\;~ in lht, .Irt'a i ... 
dho indieah'd b~ lilt" di.'>(o\t"~ of a Food \'t' ,.;c.'1 .11 Hri mrrt' nC',lr Oddin'tlon axon. S:\IR number 
Iffll and.1 Bron.ft· \~t· .. pt·arhead (hun. S:\tR 1I11ll1hc:r 3232 ( I kIn, to the nonh-\\l, .. l of til(' 

excavation. 

\R(:II,\I-.OI.O(.IC' \I DI.~(.RWIIO:'\ 

Hoth 01 tht' bouro", .md Ihl" r('{t.Ul~lar cnd"'IJr(' had IWf'1I l),Irll~ d("l;tmYl'd h~ qua.lT)ln~ prior 10 tlw C'xc.l\.uion 
dnd pltlu(thin'l" h'ld .,I,n trum.utd m.my or tilt' Il'dlUl('S h~. 1 

\ k( hani{".11 lrippiu't of lht \op<oOil rn call'd d I in uldr r"aUl", hili'll" ilh \ ellm\-i,h bro" n Li~ cia), ~ilh an dppn"l­
m,tlf' rx{('rnal dlamf'lrr of 11 In .. and an intC'ntai dLaml'l('r nl II nl. I-j\.l':'? m, "Kk 5«tion ... II.M)/.\ E "l'rr hand-du,\: 
.Il nm Ih(" diuh, alld ., funh,'r \"(linll r "a., machinr-du2; I· i't". I I h(' nurth-C"a.'tl'm pMt of the barro" dilth had 
bC'C'Il rc'mO\t'd 1)\ till' qUMf\ prior to thl' ext <-,\,llinl1 Fi~.:Z , 

r"hC' ditch "a hC't~f"tn .!.~)(). m. ,rnd 3.0 m. "ldr thl' "i.l.n pan lxing ()lIlh(' \(,uth idt" 'lbc ditth had;l flat 
hottum from ,,1\1( h buth "Kie T1lSf' at dn anl{lr 01 b!:'t"c'c'n i(t olnt! m'ar \'C'ninaJ, bC'TonlUig fiaUM" 45 toward: 
the- surfacf' 1I".t be-t"c"l1 1.18 m. and 1.30 m d('('p r!\~ 7 

I.x.uninatMm ul tilt ditch l'tlon, did not pru..--ick .Ul) firm e-\,Kklll"C' Inr Ihc' Ioc.oluun .... sociatcd rarth"nrLi. Gi\('n 
,ll(" "mount {II ploul(h di~turh.dn((' in mc arC'.l Ihe diifcrtllti.II illin~ of the- ditchC's could ('quaIly ~uh from natural 
"~athcnn~. UOI\5 olCrug Iht' ditch showt:'d thaI thl." 1"'~r I 0.:1 m. hold hlled rapidh wim a l.argt' quantit) of 
lurnl.rouh prC'st:'nt Fig.; llu'I rna) rC'prt:$f'nt drlihl'r"illl' IIIhlling of tht· du("h hut it ma~ :..1'10 impl~ bfo thr muh of 
fw~t m.ttt('"rin~ Cllthr whh ldo $non aflt"r di~n2;. lbC' upprr till huwnC'r ron . trd of ill) d.a\ ~Il indicating 
~ad\ldl ihillg ;\0.1 lII>("iatffi on~maJ Itfound $urfac" "a.~ iliC'ntihf'd 

\ Ba.rdd\ 'PrC'hl,tonl' PottC'1) in P. 81lCJth ·l.xCd\"dliuu in ,h(' rxlr.lmur.al ~t'ItJrml'nl or Roman\kh~(C'r , 
Ox.fnrd~hirt'· in pli'paration,. P Bn,dll'Y, ' Work('d flint' III ibid 

(, Hughl's and 1 •. Jon(,J, . \nhMologi('aJ I"x('a\"aliom at Stoldt' Farm, BIc.:(' lC'r, Ox:leJl'(hhlrt, 19% unpubl, J)(""'-
,"\{;l\al;nn UWIII and n-Sl'"anh ck-si~, Birmin2;ham l'n~"t'oit\ FiI'Jd \n:harol~ca1 Lnit. 1997 

c: \loukJ, \n .\rcharoJogu:al utavallon at OrlnnJ Road, Bi<:ntrr OJd{,nhhirc', O.J;OllUl!ll.n4, l'tl 19C"W. tI:1 108 
ICII ()tDII i, 21i, plalc \lb, 
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5h PHllJ llP\ BR.\DLLY U ,\1.. 

\rl"\ link' polH-n ... a.~ fr O\'-fro from Iht-Io~'('f 1a\rn., bUllhcr.- \<1("1'(" largr quantit" offlinl. III K'(1k.1I IO(l/R/8 
.1 riU_tt'f 01 II tI.lkr~ ",r(f" lilund hI{, 1-1 lbrt(' ~f'fr ~m.t.rk.ihl} imlLlr in sizr and "a~ And rna, rrprMC"nt,) 
hOMe! ""j' UfO\\1I hdm .. In diu'h Ir(UUll'I I4XI/IVIO .mel J./q thrTt' \\t.T("' 1\\0 large- pil"{'M of burnl ,,,'olld, pn jbl\ 
CMIi. l i~. 7 l'IlI'''' ~nl In br lairly ~uINanti.11 pi,'(t'S of rnund\\ood ",hi,1! hav~ bc-t-n hrd\'ilv dlolrrnl and Ihrl1 
!Ii I mit-d in Ih.· I""'rr filb of Iht' ditch, Iiumt Iilllr IC.11f' ",a .. rrco\rrt'd from IItTlion'\. .\.8 and l. 2,), I and I kg. 
r~prf'l"rh .lhhuul{h unl"rltlnatd~ tht' Lt\n\ frum ",hilb lhl m,w'rial dcnvt'd \\a.~ lint ~f()rdro anti thrfrforr the 
di'lrihUlir)Jl 111 lhi m.uni .. 1 (hmu~h th(' diH h prohlr- i IInkJlIl",n \ C'Opp..-r allo) obJI"Cl, pos..,ihh d pin. ",a., fclrir\rtl 
Imm Ih,' uppn lill of Ih,' hJrm'" dit( h. 

\ ",>TIIUp 01 lour cTrmatinn ck~il'. Ihrrc' UrlU"tI 111:1. lOt, III .md 0111' dppan·ntly "'lIhoUl an a('wmpamil1't 
\'t·,...1 1112, wrrt' I .. c.w:d imu.:11' Ihe "lIIlh-rastl"m '11l.ulr.U1t 01 Ihr dilf·h I-iI{1 t. 1,8 .\ funl~r dt-flO'll 10 I prodw rd 
t! 'ht'rd, of Cull.lred l'm h~. 12. P.i hut ulxlI\ imt'sIU{.uioll no (r.llr of (rnnalrci hOl1r \<las plTV'llt, "our t.f 11u-tt' 

d.·pC),iu lilmwd .1 rim~ ilhidl' tht' rd'tj' flf thl" b'lf!r)\<o flitdl I ·il{$.·~ ~ 1111' fairly ('\'('n di\lilnfj' awa) hOll! dJ(' j·d.:(· 
III IllI' dilch 11M, )uc;~e~1 that III(' d('po~il'> Wf>rf' pial ("£I .U'ound Ihl' rdJo!(' flf .111 ("xi~ling mnund. 

\notlwr I>os-iblt' ('fc'm'llion dq)o\it I ()fj \\"' .. Inc .111·d toward~ 1111' Wt"1 of lhr c'lld()~'d 011'1'.1 Fi~.:i I; [hi, dq)("lt 
(c)ll1pri .... ·d nllh 1"'(J fra~ml"nl.\ "fbumt hUlll" and a ,mall CJu.ullit~ 01 hrt'd clay. l1la}.;in~ il~ icit'mifll'Alinll ... \ a nrnMti'll\ 
(\C'PII \I ralhrr It'lltatin". ,\ -mall quamil) of ('f('lIlo1l('d hone \\-J.' rrw\'t'rrd fmm I IO/C, t.lw "UIN)ij inlo ",hidl thr 
(wm.cunn, \\-('Tt' (·Ut. 

I ll(' crt'm.tlion~ "'rTt' ,haUo\\- hn\\-I- h.lj>('d f('.\IIIO' . J.pproxilll.llt'ly .in:ul.lr in plan'" ith di.unelt'N ul 1,M·t'\I·rn 
II.:lK m .• md 0.11 III Fi~. J.I, 8 !lIn \\rIT lx-I .... ,·'·n II. I:.? m, and 0.2h In. d,'t'p and tht') \H'O'" fili(d \\ith \1,1111\ .. , 

~I'\ or ~n d.i~ WiUl \'an inl! quantitit's "I' ch.anoal .md urlll.i1t'd bone _1",. Boyl,' bdn\\-
.\ rd.lti\(·I~ large' qualltity nf .. n·malt,d hOl1r "'a rI'lriMrd frum Ih(' Uppt'T la\t'f of Ihr dilch 11)(1/,\11 It \'.I~ 

UlUlt'M ",hetiwr thi" male-ridl ft"prt'<.t'llIl"d A plouRh-di lurl)f·d I f(·m.ilion d"lx)!!'il or a cldil)(·r.ilt- !I(',\IIrrin't 1>1' tht' 
n·m.lln" Tnt' loc.llion of tllr mat~riaJ nn thl" northrnl I"dl.."I"' nf Ihr barrow, a\\a) fmm ,hi' ,unn-mralioll or crt'ntaliull 
tkpvsit~. and \\-lIltin the' uplX'r fill, of thr dllrh. mali.r, Ihr li.nne-r ime'Vfrt'llin" more tik,'" l'he- ('('!lITa! .U'I.;t .. I IlIr 
I).,IITo\\ cOlltainrd o~ nalural combra~h. ~ith mall I}cMkrl or t.u1tsoil, sIImt' uf ",hjrh "'I'fe iIl\('\tiKdtl'd. In tlit' 
-.uulh-,·.I'tt'rn qu.lrI("r oflhl' bam)w\ inll'rior Ihc-rt' "a~ d lan;:f' O\al pil Il.i n1l.·.uurin~ 2.70 Ill, X 2.10 m. Fi~.:J 
t, q II wa'i IIT,l-1oidrd. 1.22 m. drf-p ",ilh a fLu haS(' .\ 1 thc urf.t~f' tht' tldtura! C(Jrnbra.,h t'd~ or till' pit ..... ('fr \j ..... 
\\t'.uhrrrd 'nIL,. l~UI~J' ",ith tilt' rtll. ",hic'h clin i Ic·d 01 \("1') dc·(()mJlO'<'d • .um'N po",drn liml"~tont' ('unc('Illr<lll'fi 
in Ihl:' ('(,lUfr flf thr pit. m~tt'd that it had b('('n r'I)cIM"d 10 thl" 1"1('ment~ fur somt' lim," bt-fnrr IX'in~ b.lckhll('d 
On I) a kw tlint lIak('s and 'Ill.tll fraf'!;Tlll'Tlt' of animal bOIl(', 1I1I1\ldin~ 011(" flf pl~, we-IT r<'I·(j\,t'I't·d, 1I0wI·\·l'r. III(' ,ill:' 
.1[111 pmfilr of Ihr pit ..... ould \tI~t'SI Ihal it i~ of l.iII·r prrhi'lorir d:ut' .mel prnllilhh as'oriall:'d ",ith till> rndrn.urt' dill II 
J:.?I !>C'I' b,:lm .. 

111fl'(' OIll1'r fritturl'S "rr .. id('mifi('d (luNclt' till" h.trrcm "HI \Illoill pi!'> \\(.rt' olhl:'r.(-d approxim.lIl'h nin(' nll'lr"s 
,nulh 01 th(' barro\\. Om' of IbC'~ wa~ huri,'rI by 111.11 hllu' rlc-.traJ1( I' and ",,\, thnf'i()r(' not ('x('4i\'a((·d I·ht· Telll.l in ill,l{ 
Ir.l1 l1rl"\ (112 .Ind III Fi~. '~ 'I \\I'T(' rouJJ;hl}' O\al in 1'1.111 and hlll·d wilh b ~·I·r\ of a..~h and .. ih\, dilY'; /1/ II/II hurn illl{ 
111.1\ 11;1\'" rK'('urrrci in hnth 

II/moll' 120(Fi~. 3 .. 1.10) 

I I,,· J,.trt'!)\\ .... a ~lIuatt'd 7 m. nonh-lInrth-"'c,t ul IIKI, It \\,1 IlrtulJ.r \\ilh all appmxim.ih· f'xtl'm.11 diaml'lI-r •• 1 
22 III. and .m inlt'mai dum/·ln of 13 Ill, lilt' h;lm!\\- cillc It i Illolrkrdl\ ciiikrrnt 10 Ih.lt III harruw IIKI, 1}C'inS( c.1 .1 

gC·llrr.t..Il~ bnM(kr .md ,hall(J\\('f fonn. :\'0 tract' nl .1 primal) (Tlltr.11 burial Wit lounrl, althnul,;(h plolll,;(h lurro\\- II" 
I1M\ ha\(" dc' Iro\t'(I.'Ul}, ('('ntra! f('alur('s, Il\('!'t· ""OJ.: nn r\ide!lll" lor a mound and lIl(, unil;!nni" in Ih(' dimrll inll 

.1 luno .... IlfJ iU il cut dl om IhI" crntr.u.trl"il of tht I",rro", SUggc~ll th.1I am l"anh .... orl. had I>f'('n I{)!!'I In a~( uhm.11 
.1( ti\ity in .inliclllll\ \ ,'ilhin tltl" harm'" thr n'mdjn, 01 1\'00 cfj·m.lli'!Ili ~t'rr i<i('miliro, of ",hidl Ilh "',I unll'd .tlld 
IJH ..... n tluar( IImpanird. TIll' nonh-r.I'"·I'1I .mel w.nh-\ ... ·)tc·m 1).11'1 01 tilt' b.lrro'" dill'lt h.ld Ilf't'lI lo~1 [0 lilt' qU.IIT~ 
1H'lun' th,,, rx(';na(inll. rhi 1l<1r1 nflhr ~itr \\.t, ,,1<;(1 ,Ii IlIrl!('d In I.llt'r !calurr inrludin~ an ~n' losurt' ditl h. a plolll{h 
fum' ..... md fi.·leI boundar. FiL,'" 2, :. 

h\r 'l m. \\Id,' senium "'f'Tr hand-du~ .I{TOSS tilt' dndl r ig l. UO!.\ I 1111' dillh "'as ('I:'I",-t'll 1.1t() III .lIul 
I.:in III wid.' It ~idl'" ~101)(·d up fmm tilt' nOlI 1,Mlllum .11 all .l11l,;(lc' \'al)ing irpCll {, ,)0 10 <llmo'l \ c·rti, ill. 1.IPl'lll1g 
ICl\\.I('(I, the' ~urtl(l' rill' ditlh \\as hC'lm'l'li n.l Ill, ilnd l.flO III (1('('1' I'il,;(. 10, 

lilt" djtdl fill (nn .. i.'If'd of bru\'oll and p.ilr \rl1,,,,, -.lil,;(hth' ,Ia\l'~ ,ilt, \\ilh \t ..... linl,' C'nmbril.'h. 1111'rt' \\a lilll,· 
jlldi, .lliun of tlw Ix"ition 01 .ill~ it~<i,jx'i<lll"d (·Mlh"'nrli. .. IWIll tit,.. ~ihinlt \\- ilhin till' ditch .• tlthough ~'lljOIi (; I iI(, In 

Ihi, ohj('(\ "'.1'1 nTi0nalh' dncrilx:d lUi a pill .tlh·r 1"~C·.I\.lIioll: IIl1iortlUMtrh lit' 1\11'" lUll d('cavt'd lor lull ili.'nll!a­
{'.III0n tu he' m.lrk .Uld i~ Ihl'Tl'ic)J'(' 1101 ddlahk 
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N 

A - Findspol 

. Ul(gt"5lJ thai 1I10r(" materia] .... as comin~ in Irom the §()ulh. pos5ibl) indkating .m rxt('nlal t'anh""ork. A ~mall quanUl\ 
01 poltery 28!\hrrds and approximaldy 80 pil'CNo of workrd flint. includin~ it brnkrn k-af·,h .. p«t arro\l.hrad. wrft' 
N'C()\;("rtd from thr ditch fills .. \ quantity O.5l't. of Lurnt lim tOile was fr-cm('rrd from ditch <,('cnon B 

I"'h(' in,ide orlhr barro" ",as cleaned to r~caJ thrre f("aluIl"s mrludinl{.l ~ O\al pit 12·1 in fir ,>()Ulh~astC'm 
qU.ldram I FiJC'l. 3, 5 111, The pit mrasurtti -1 m. x 430 m., and was ""ry !i.haJlow maximum depth o.]£) m. and 
romidrrably \\('dthert"d. It had ~Iopin!l; .. id('l and a fiat ba.~. Within lht' pit Ihert' WiU a roughly rrctangular mound 
of combr31 h 117) meiburing dpproximatd) 2.60 m. b} 0.90 m. Thu dq)flsit or combrash was 0.30 m. thick at it 
centrt'. It W.L. o\'crlain by ~me dama~ but p(l~~ibly originally .Inil·ul.ued anima.! bont'. Only 'IX fragmt'llts could 
bt- idt'ntifiC'd to IXci". intefenin~ly tht')· 'oI.efe canle tXlIles. Thr rill around thr combrash. ron.iuing of pal(" \,("110\0\­
lit. produ("ro .. inglt' flint COfC. The pit ",as cut to lht' 5OUth''''Ot by ("nd()!l:u~ ditch 121 Fi~. 3, 5 

,\ mall CIn:ular ~thol .. lib Wib cut inlu pit 12-4 ;1.1 its nonh~~tcm t'nd Fiq:.:l Tht' posthol(" had a diamt'tcr 
of 0.10 m. and was 0.09 m. d«p. It WOb Rat bouoml'd. M('('P dC'd and hllt"d with bra,""" and gre) ilt" da\"'i \ 
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sm.tll in\'t'rIt'd Coll.1r~d U m ..... as placro within 111(' posthole Fi't. II. PI .. , h(' ba.\t' of tht' Collarw em did 1I{lt 

SUI'VI\'t', 

I wo olht'f pil~ w('re identified; feature 118 w.u ,itU3lCd III lht" north· ..... r11rrn part of thr IIH('rior ri~. 3, 5) It wa, 
rou~hly tirtul.lf in plan (0.55 m. x O. 52 m. with v('rli(al <;id('~ and .1 nat h'l-\('. It \\I,l' v('ry shallow, !x-ing only 
0.08111. dC'rp. ThC' WfHcxt sheet dt'scrilx-, fleck., of charcoal and burnt bont' ..... ithiu a m.llrlx ufwry dark ashy ~ilt 
L1nfortuIlatdy the MITlplc taken from this ft'3turt" v.~ nol proct' o;("d and IherriOfC- Iht' prr<.C'n('"t' of hurnt bOIl(" .mll 

ChM('oaJ ('.ulIIn! now Ix- conhrmf'd. 
Ill(" frmaininv; pit. 123 ..... as ~ituatro jusl imidr Ih(" dilCh on lht' south-\\. t ici(' ~III: '\, 5) It \\as badly damol~ 

b~ topsoil \U'ippinll but appeart'd to tx- olpproxlm<4trl\ oval In plan. mt'a.~urin~ 1,0 m. nunh-suuth X O. 7S m. t'a~t-\\C~I. 
WIth lelM lopinll at 600 ck>\\11 to a flat bottom. It \\ ~ O. II m. dffp and \\ a~ lined \\ ith a l.a~t'r of g«"'! silt)" c'La> and 
hll('ci \\'11h a hurnt rrddi!h cia, containinll n .. d • .'I of ("h.m: aa) .tnd lumIX of burnt sallcbtOIW. 11u' "Oil lO tM \\. I hi 

tht' fc-atuJ"C' .lpJX'aN'd a1!M) 10 ha, e bttn burnt. 
'\n f .. atun'S ""t'ft' ubv .... t'd out. .. idt' thr aJ"('a of thr hdmJ~, nor "'d...o; th .. rr .111\ trMr of ilUOCiatC"d ('anh\\.orl~ or 

prt'Y'rvrd ()ri~nal wound 5urfa('n. 

lAIER f1 , \ Il Rr~ 

Rtr/angular End.,u" 121 ,Fig. 3, 5. 10) 

Thr :mh-rrctanll\ll.ar rndQSurt' 121 was cut across Ih(' north~all pan 01" bam, ..... 120. l"iH' SoC"C"lions 121/A E ...... t'rt· 
hMld-dug au'otS lhr ditch; lhre'(' of tht'm .\. C nnd D \\.t'rt' positionf"d 10 .U('t·rtdlll tht' rf'liHton hip ",'ilh 110 .. \ 
fourth \r-ctKtI1 B ..... a: !:'xC3\atro to inve!llillalC' tht' J"C'lation!'.hip bct ...... «11 121 and titl' 1.an(t- pit 124 dt'scrilK"rl dhm:r 
hg,3) 

Int' ditch ""0\; I') m. wick, and had a V-. hatx'd profut' ",·jth KI :Jopinl{ at 65" to a roundni bonom. h ..... 1 

0.6 m. dttp on avr .. ~r, 'JOe fiJI of lhr ditch inclu~ ",gular ~illin't Id)"t'J'S, ulOo:t ung thai it had nm b«n rapidh 
fiU('d. It rtlnlAin('d poltt'')' including a linlf" ~rolithi( mall'riaI. somt' rnKtdlt and Llte Iwn \'tt' sh('rd.~ fim:i ria\" and 
,,"odr.t'dlhnt. Quamil~s ofbumt lirnt"<lolle .... c·n- J"C"Co\('rrd from K'ltion'f A. 8. F <1. 2,5 .tnd n.5 kg. ~'rly Thi., 
ITlAt('ria) .... ;u nOI r('Corded by Ia ..... c-r 10 that IS Unpo!:'ihll" to ddrnninl" whl't1l1'r or 1101 tht'rt' wC"rt' any "I~ifi( .101 

(:(IIK('l1lralion'i. through lhr ditch profilt'. 
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hR. g, St"oion lhrou~h pm~ihl (' Iron A'tt' pit 115. 

rht' ~itt' ",",U Hos\("d b)' thrte plou~h furrowll 107, 108 and 119, orit"ntated nonh-ea!>1 to wuth-wl:st .... hKh mdY hd ... C' 

rt"slX'(kd thc- north·~outh field boundary (122) on the w('sl ~id(' of the "ilt' fig!. 2 5). Clay field drains abo tf'lVt'l"'Ifd 

Iht' ~ltt' FiI{5. :3 5) Further ('yidellc(' for m('dit''''aJ rid!{t' and furro\\- tullivalion was fC"covered from tht' t'\'.duation 10 
lht' "H'st Iit'(' bt-Iow Find!> from lht' ('\-aiualion includt' .1 litlk Roman and m«di('\al pouc."I")' and a clay pipt' fral(mt'1l1 
'>('t" bdo\\ 

1111 f.\ \I.L. \110\ 

rht' arc-a 10 IIw W"~I oflhe baIT(m., producffi relauvdy ft' .. ~ I('.uurr~ \\ohen ('\-aluattd Fil(. :2); trenches I. 3, -1, R .md 
I () produn"d no archaeological Ic-ature'i. ' The archacololl;\ rnwunlrred comi~t('d of d <;t'rirs of djtchr~ and ~lIu' 
lrrnchrs 7, <I, II, 12 and 1·1." and.1 pit ;md a coupJr ()rp()~thol("!i rt"cordrd in IffnchM 7. 5 and 6. T~e-throw holt's 
"rrr rrnmlrd in t"nehe! 2 and 1; \Om(' contained (·harc(1.11 in thr.r nib, indicatin1!; ckaranee, but no dating ("\mrn("c­
wa\ r«o\"c-rro ~1t'di('\"aJ rid~ and furrow ploughing wa.' icl('ntifi('d in the northern hAlf of Ihe area rvaludtrd Fi~ 
:l i. Thi\ wa.~ orientated nonh~~t \Oulh-wt'!>l and tht' .... idth brlwN"n furrows avt'raged II m. A pos<;iblt" headland 
was idrnllfir-d north of t~nch 5 but il ('Quid not be trau·d in tht" t'a.~1 and ""'('!II of the firld. 

Dolling (· .... id("l1c(' was "Pane but a guU)' in lTCII('"h 7 produ("rd an as.'IC"mblage of approxllnatdy 30 !ihf.'rd~ of poltery 

(; I .. tmbrick and A Parkino;flll, " It'noll BoTTOW Pit, 
.Ilion Rt"pon. 1990). 

c-ssmrnt b) Oxlord\rchatol~a1 Cnil' ,OAl b·Alu· 
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imludinll; un!" nm oimiddle to laIt' I ron \~ dat(· r'C' Barday hrlt) .... 1 Himv.ork, a fe\\o :-;tu'rd, of prt'hi (OTic pollt'r):, 

fill'lI {I ..... t.nd animal hone "(,fro al'l() fl'("o\.cn-d St"t' 8rowll. BArda .. and \\il'lOll b(:)()\\ Roman and mc-din.-al JXIIlt'1) 
'C't" 1l,lrda\ j,r]o\\, .1ud a rra~('nl of da~ plpt" .... rrt" rt"("(l\rrrd trum pll)u~i1 and tOp50il 

THE ARTEFACTS 

\111111' rt'pon'i wrrc' writlCI1 bl:I\\(,f'1I 1990 dud 19<U. and fC'Vlo;ed in 1997. 

PIH.lIISTORI( POri FRY \'\D FlRUJ CI.\\ b, \LlSI \IR R.\RCL\Y 

Thl'i report discusS('s two rcJalin~J) .. mall il.-""rmblag(-'s of (,<lrl it'r and later prehistoric poltery (i'om tlw 
I'x('a\'ation of 1\\'0 barrows and a.n Iron '\~l' rnC'iosurc. Each a'''f'mbla~e is discussed "("pamld}' belo\\ 

.1/,u""lologl 

I hl' qlJolntiJic"l.Iion of Lhe asst"mbla~ b) \\-right and lu'rd numlX"r ('xdudinl{ refilling fresh br('ak.~ and Iu-rd 1("$5 
lh.m IU nun in ,""idth/d~tC"r i ~hO"'l1 in Tablr I rhC" pottt-I) ~'charactC"risrd by fabric. fonn, surfa{t' trC"atm{'nl. 
dt'wralion and colour. Tht' sh('rcb "'Crt' .mal~.f.t'd u in~ a binocular mK-ToscolX' x 20) and wt'rt' dividt'd imo fabnt 
gTnup~ by pnnnp.t1 indu.,ion tflX'. OAl· ~t<1nd.ard codes <In" u~C"d to drnotC" indu~ion tyJX's. A = 'ialld Iquaru and 
other minC"raJ mau('r G= grog, Q= quart7.lh·. S = Mu"II, \ '= \oid t"ithrr It'acht'd ht'U. burnt or1tanK: or mi!>ull.;ult'ou 
Si,.r rolll~ for induoon 1 = <I mm. fine': 2 = I i mm. hnC"-mrdhlm and 3 = >3 mm. mroium-co<ln\('. ht'qut'nC)­
r.mf(C" Jor indllif)ll~: rolTt= <31!-o. spal"'o("= <7%. mod('ratt= I{)0-". common= 15°0 and abundaOl= >20% . 

. ~EOUTHlC d~V EARL} BROSZ" AGE 

. ·ht· earlier prehistonc pottery as${"mbld~e- indudes fiv(' partially complete ('a riy Bronze Age vessels. 
Collared Urns and Food \ 'essels, from funerary deposits (cremation pits 101, 103, 104, 114 a nd 116). A 
f"urth("f 54 sh('rds oflate Neolithic, early Bronl.(' Age and middlr Bronlc Age pottery \\as recoH'rcd from 
("xca\.·.It('d contexts including the barTow ditdws and an Iron , \~e enclo~ure ditch. 

Rt'ff-rence i~ made LO the terms us('d by l..ongworth8 wht'J1 describing t.he Collared Urns and Lhe 
chronology is based on the crilique of lhe former by Burgc. s.~ 

F.brio (,eo Table 2 

/), q-u,wm offahnc Thirtffn fabrin ha\·e: bt-e-n id("nlihrti as e-olrli('r prt"hi..\lon(: and these have tx-en 'tYOuprd under lht' 
princip.11 indu"lol1 1)1X" of eilh('r Hin! ~ ()r !ihC"U. nit' 'tinglt' tlinHt'mlX'rt'd rahne F2) ~ thou~ht to be- ~eolithi( 
In(' ne-M("\t nalural o;ourn:s of flint art' likdy 10 hr drri\t'd ~ological dt'Jxuu (e:.g. gra\·ds. tills and cl3y-"'lth"Ainl~ 
rhe wa te from RinrnoTking may .tI'iO halo."!' bt"(,11 UIjt"d rOT pol l('mpt'T. Of th(' 11111(' grog-u.'"mpt"Tro fabrks lhrt(" are­

iatC" 't'olithir. fnur aff' 8t"ak('T and 1"'0 are earl~ Brunl..(' "\ s;::('. Of thC" Ihree ~hrll·t(·mpt'rro fabrics one: ~ thoup;hl 10 

he J.tte- \;t'olithil . ",hi)C" the other two arC" alm~l ("("rtainl, middle Rrnn7e As;::(" T h(' ~hell is probably fontl and mou 
likely to deri\(" from Ihr local und('rlying Juras~ic g("ulogy. 0 

I·O\hri(· with "pal"'ir and iU-sonrd an'ttliar Rint tC"llIl><"r an" wmmonh a.\socialC"d with eitht'T ('3rh(,T or lat('r :\('olithit­
pollen- \ ,imilar rabric to F2 ha. .. i)t"t'll r('(ord('d at Yarnton ",hf:'1l" itl$ u d to manufacluT(, Peterborough Wart' 

It III l..onR"'c)flh,·/k Collard Om ujtill Bro,1U !,Ii1'1n Bnt(Jfn and Ifrlona' {i<)S·1 
c: nu~', "l·nI("S of no small vaTi('t,,', Prrx. Ptdftlt .w 51 1986 ·139 52. 
(;rolo~i( .11 SUf"\.t'\ 01 Bntajn. op. cil not(' 1. 
l npubh,ht"d malt'n.li recowrrd from (');(·.\\aliom dir('ctC'd by Gill Hey :OACI at Yamton. Oxfom\lurr and 

.hSt' ('II b\- till' aUlhor 
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TABLE I. QlJMTlFlCATION OF ALL DATABLI: PREHISTORIC POTI ERY FRml rHE BARRO\l' 
DITCHES A:\'O THE EXCLOSlJRE DITCH 

Context Dale Total 

Later :'\'rolithic Beaker Earl)' :\Liddlc .\fiddle & Late 
Peterborou~h Bronze .\~l' Bronze .\ge Iron Age 

Ware) CoUared em 
Barrow 100 

100/ AI I 5, 16 g. 5. 16 g. 
100/BII I. 2 g. I. 2 g. 
IOO/D/2 2. 9 g. 2, 9 g. 
IOO/E/2 3. II g. I. 2 g. I. 3 g. 5. 16 g. 
IOO/E/3 2. 14 g. 2. II g. 
IOO/C/4 I, 2 g. I. 2 g. 
IOOlAl5 I. 3 g. 15, 18 g. 16, 21 g. 
IOO/B/8 I. H g. I, +l g. 

Subtotal 6. 18 g. 2, H g. 17. 6< g. 8. 28 •. 33. 124 g. 

Barrow 120 

12018 I. 5 g. I, 5 g. 
120/EII I. 5 g. I, 5 ~. 
120/E12 6, +7 g. 3,40 g. I. 45 g. 10, 132 g. 
120/8/3 I, 23 g. I, 23 g. 
120/B/4 12. 50 g. 12. 50 g. 

SubtOlal 7, 70 g 3. <0 g. 13. 55 g. 2, 50 g. 25.215 •. 

Entlo~un' 121 

121/./\/\ 4, 22 g. I, 2 g. 5. 2-1 g. 
1211BII I. 8 g. 5, 35 g. 6, 43 g. 
1211012 I, 3 g. 2, 8 g. 3, II g. 
1211E12 2, II g. 2. 14 g. 
1211F/2 4. 13 g. I, 13 g. 
1211C/3 2, 36 g. 2, 36 g. 
12118/4 I, 31 g. I, 31 g. 

Subtotal 6, 33 g. 17, 139 g. 23, 172 g. 

Gully 7/6 

7/6 12. 200 g. 12, 200 g. 

Subtotal 42.200 g. <2, 200 g. 

Total 13, 103 g. 6, 18 g. 5,54 g. 30. 119 g. 69,417 g. 123,711 g. 

The use of grog-tempering to manufacture Peterborough Ware is somc,,,'hal unusual but it does occur in lht' Up~r 
Thames Valley.12 While the use of grog-tempering for Beaker, Food Ve~sels and Collared Urns is common and the 
use of shell temper in both the late Neolithic and middle Bronze: Age b well established within Lhe region. 

Pttnhorougn Wart: Thineen sherds including a small num~r or dec-orated ,herds can be assigned to Lhe Peterborough 

~ Vnpublished material rrom Yarnton, Oxrordshire, ~e note II; also unpublis.hed grog-tempered Fengatc Ware 
rrom Wallingford, Andrew Richmond pen. comm 
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·/.\BU. 2. LARIlCR PREHISTORIC [\BRlCS 

DC'S( ription 

Hard rabric with ilbort('d .u1'tUi.lr flint. 

Son fabric 'IOlnf'timl's with .1 lamin.Ht"d 
fracture containing mooerat(' mrclium grog. 
Sort fabric sornC!tim('~ ..... ith d laminated 
fracture conta in ing moderate" medium W0lt 
.md rare coaN(' quartz ~and. 
Soli fabric wm('tim('~ wilh .1 iaminalf'd 
fracture containin~ moderate mcdium ",'Tog, 
ran" roars(' quartz ..and and rarC' ft"rrur{inoll' 
pc."Uel'!. 
Soli fabric' "ilh modrr.w· an~lar gmg And 
rare' quarv sand. 
Soh fabriC' \\jlh mod<,ratt' .UlR\llar ((1"011; ,U1d 
"p3rle shell platf'l(,b. 
Soft fabric ,"id) mod('rnt(" angular KTClg, 'p.1N' 
shell platelt:ts and rare WaN." quartz ~d. 
Soft fabric ,,<;lh \ariable- amount" of m('dium 
angular grog fragmC"nt" 
Soft fabric .... ;th moderate .unounl, of mrdium 
angular grog and r.ut" {'oarsr quartz s,\nd 
Sofl fabric \\ith moo{"r;llt ,U1lOunls of medium 
.U\~ar grog fra~tnl' and rart" mt'dium 
iln~lar flint. 

I rard fabric with C"Ommon mrdiul11 ,hdl 
plilteleL~. 

Hard fabric .... ith common Il1rdium shrll 
platelt"lS and rart" llint. 
Hard labril' "jth ("ammon medium to coan-(­
~hell plau:lru. 

Cont~xts 

121/MI.1211811 

120/£12 

1201U2. 1211 0 12 

120/£12 

100lC14 

100lBli 

IOU/A/5. IOO/E/2 

100lE12 

120/E12 

7/6. 1211BII. 1211 
cn 12110/2. "Xli 
EI2 
12018/3 

100/B/8 

Total numbtr 
of .. hf'rdlt 
& ..... ('ight 

5.30 g. 

I, I g. 

5, }I g. 

I. A g. 

I. 1 g. 

I. 2. 

4, H g. 

2. II g. 

3.40 g. 

30,76 f(, 

1,23 g 

I, II g. 

\\".Irt' tr.lditinn.' number of plain. thin+\\al!e'd ~Il("!"(h in fabrif 12 wuld 1xlol1~ to the earl\" Ebb,f\t-(,t Wart" sl}k of 
til(" PClt'roomu'th Warr tradition and. as alread\ nl('lltiolled, th('s(' ~h('rd .. bear some re~mblanl.:e to ~hrrds rrco\('rrd 
from d<;('wlwre in thr L"pper Thame, '"alln. Othf'r ,her(h are prinripall} ~o~-tcmJX"rt"d dnd sumt' of me!W Mt 

dc'wralrd v.ilh either imprt~:-,('d \\hipprd cord maltgot or impn" 'f"d linc"~ and grooves Fif(. 12" P9 10. 12 & 18, 
r hi, 1)1")(' of d('c·or.tlil)l1 is oft{"n found 011 she-rd~ uf Ihi~ ((Tamil' lr •• dition. It i~ ~()m('"hat unu~u.11 but not impo~~ibl{" 

lor tht, ~Tof(·t{"mpt'rt'd f'lbric 10 IX' ollhis datt'o I 1I0 .... 1" .... l"r, Ihe dt'I{l"t"t" of hrinf( eharacteris('d b}' a di~htl)' oxidiM"d 
('xlc"rior surf<l('(' and ,\ l.lr~ely unoxidi~ed cort' .U1d interior margin is qu ilt' usu.u, as is the iotminal{"d fracturt" Tln-st' 

t'npuhli~lwd maU"rial from Yamwll, Oxford,hin', MT 11011." II 
l'npuhli~hrd mau"rial from Yamton and \\.l1lill~ord. Oxli:'rd~hire. '>C(' nott's I I and 12. 
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grog-lrmpt-lTd wrrds n>Uld altM'T\.ati\~ly brlon!.! 10 tht" primal) ON of 1M CoIWTd l"m tradition Gi\('n that 

t~r'(' art' onh I:lo<h hrrds pre;tnt 1M dating of thi.\ ~up of malt"rW n"mains a.mh~us. 

IWrr. Six heJ"dj ar~ Kknt~d ill! bdongin~ to th(' !kurr tradilton. '\('arlv all (If thr sht-rds an~ plain with tht' 
(''(('plion of on(' .... ilh pairro fingf'r-nail dC'coralion Fij;{ 12, P7 .. \1) of thf'Sot ~h('rcb .... "r(' recO\,C'Tt'd from thr upptr 
dItch hils of barro .... 100. The ~h('rds, V.hK:h ate all rt'Lt..l~d~ thin-"'A.Ut'd. probabl) bt-Ion~ to fine \:t'U{'u rather than 
'domMtK' pot-lx-ak,.r~ ~iaU) tM the« rc:finin't: hrnh lrom dil(h fill IUOIIJ'2 

F.ar?J Rratt:;t A~ In(' c(C'maoon dt'~ib from thr barru .... prodmrd fi\(' \ Mi. U. thl'('t' Collared L'ms and t .... o hxKl 

V(' M"b ri~. II 12. PI 5). 

Food '/JUlr: Th(' d("coraln:i Food \'~ t'l PI j, of 00 .... 1 fonn and ('an Ix dOSt'J) par.tllded .... ith a \t'5!('1 found at 
Yd.mlon, " Both of lht''o(' vt'S!;d.s arC' thin-walled. \\f'1I madt' and dt"coral('d with horilOnta1l)- apphed impre;..ro twi!trd 
cord Th(' grog-temp(,Tt'd fabric and m:\dbh fint .. h of tilt' YMIlton \'e5K'1 rrli("mbb the hner fabrics of ('ertain Beakt'n 
.md, .tlthough lh(' \Ienon \~I hM ix-t'n altt"rt'd thrt1uJO:h rdiring it. origin J:lbric ma), ha\'t" bt"cn \\milar in fint .. h 
to the Yarnton vl"s">t"1 1\ ~lightly ~imilar pot, a mini.lturt' Food \'t' ~I. i~ r('cord(-d from BMl'ow 16 at Radlt"y,11 and 
Iikc' PI had lx:en rdired, PI i..!, <fu imilar to lht' aN'mblage of Food YM!I('(s r~o\t'r('d from around the "Qulht'm t'!lel 
of thr Radley ct"melt'~.'· In controlSt to this v vii thr plain \a.~- hapro \C',S'>t"1 P3. Although bolh \'~\~b ran he' 
c1a-s.w-d as Food \' 11 the t\\-o art' dissimilar. In fonn P3 ha mnrt' in rommnn \\ouh the \'('ssC"!'I ~lTad\ r('fl"rrro 
to from RadiI") , ' 

,\Ilhough tht' 1\\00 food \'C'l>Sl"U art' quilt" dbimllar, Ih~ "rrr howe\C'r found within '1 m. of ant' another. It h,,-~ 
ht't'n noted th.u J- ood Yt',~h.are quilt faIT in tht, l'pJX'r Inamr n'~ull and "ht'n thry do occur thry lend to IX" 
found "ith C1'C'matiun deposits. 

(.0I./JmJ l'ms: 'l1lrt'<" Cnllarro l"nu "l"Tt' d..'c'oOC1att"d "ith crt'mation dl"fIO\ils and hC'rd~ from another \"t"'~1 "C'Tt" 
rt"co\l'Tt"d From the' ditches of both harro"~, Tht' thrtt' Collart'd l'rn, P2, +- 5 fall \\oithin Lon~on.h's SC't'Ond.'l~ 
,Ind Bu~,\ 1:.I,Ic' V'rit'~ as tht''i t"xhibit the follo\\oing traib: J'l".tkt'd collar ~!-, no d«:oration brlow the collar 
bip.trmr profilr and inner profilr I'Ontinuous .lIld CUT\·t"d. ,\ 'I.ill" ~1)1t" Collared l"rn has lX"en rt'corded from a 
~mall barrow nNr to tht" Rollright Ston!!'s and hal all a!5OCiatt'd radiocarbon d('lrnninatlon of 3320±90 bp 'la 
1878-1120 ('al Be Calib 2.1 :H Follo'o\-inlOl: Bu~t""o~ lhf".t' \ . ..rb pmba"l~ dale 10 the t'nd ofthC' roarliror BronZ(' \ gt" 

and thu i..!" JX'rhap .... ~uppon«l by tht'ir ~condaT\ po-;itions III lhr b.UTOW' 

rurthrr shrorcb idt"ntified as Collaftd Urn wt'rro rt'tri('\t'd from tlir up!X'r fill ... of tht' barro" diteh("~. Th~ indudt'~ 
lWO rim sherds Imm d small vesM"1 Fig, 1 '1, Ph) ;lIld the l1t'ck and collar Iragme lll\ from a more ~ub<;tantial v!!'w-I 
Fil':' 1'1, I'l l), Givrn the hi~h position of IheSt' ~ht'rd, within tht" harrow dilCh('~, It would sum probabl(" that tht"y 

dt'rind from disturbf"d cremation d('po .. il~_ -Int'((, i, a .. ill;Tlific;utt (Orpu~ ofCollart'd rrns from thr l"ppt'r Thamt'!\ 
((''(10n \\-hi('h include ... a ..... ld(" "arit't) of \'~S('I fprms 

.\luJdlr /J"M<:.t .I~ I hirt) ~ht"rd~ rt'('()vrr("d from tht' dilt ht''> of lhc' t\\oo barrow .. art' thou'tht to bdoll't to thr Ot"'\'rord-

I..on~(Jrth op, lit. nole 8. 
Yarn ton Fond \ 't"W'1 t'xaminrd by lhe author III tht' ,\.,hmolt'an \lu'i("um, Oxford; -..ee also H Cast', ·lkak..-r 

Pottt'f') tram tht' Oxford Rr~on·. OvmfMsUZ. xxi I(nh, 9, Fi't. I 
Radlc:-y Fuod \'N I exami.lc-d by the author in the" \shmolt'an ~Iu'i("um; M'(' abo E.T. LCt'd, 'Funh("r bra­

\atiom in Sarro\\- Hill Fi..-Id. Rad.l~,lkrlu·. ().lQ'Um.Ud, iii IQ38, l'l..Ilt" VII. ,\ , R,\IJ Cleat. 'Pn-hittonc POItt'I)', 
in.\ Barclay and (.; Halpin, £xtQNtJOtli at 8amiu flUls, R~, OxJrml.JIirr l"ohurtt I 'flw \_Iku aNI B~,.~ .\I17fflD11m1 

(.""'~ Thamt:s \'allt'y, Lancbc:aJ'l"s, fonhcommlt 
Barclay and IlalPIIl, op. Cit. nOlt" I ~ 
Oral, 01'_ lit. 1101t' 17, 
Bu~ ,flp. cit. note 9 

I.oogwonh, oJ>. cit. note 8, 
Bul'Jtt"i'l, op_ (it. nOI(' 9, 
l..on~nnh. np. nl llotC' 8, 
I Oan--ilJ ' Ine 'rolithic and BronZ(' AI;t' P(JUt'ry', in (, I.ambnck, Th4 IWtlnghl \t,msu; ~.r, mDfUDMItl uniI 

frltlnnml in tJu prthulonr wnibCQjN Eniit. Ht'ritagt' Arrhaeol Rep. 6, 19M), 91; ~I Stui\t'r and PJ- Rt'imer, C$"'J ('Uuil 
W IN l~amJ C.IUB tZJUi DISPI_I', ilLl' 2. J Quatt"nlaf')' IMlloJ'l" Laboratory Cni\ of \\"ashin~on, 1987 . 

BUf1(n!, op. cit nvtt" 9 . 
• t.on~onh, up, cit. nOll" 8, 
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Rimbury tradilion of the middle Bronu" '~. Th~ herW could hav(' derived frum st'condary aemaUon dq)fllih 
plaa'd ~ithin and around th(' p4hSible barro\\o mound!; 

!Ascus.llon of-",alilhic and early Branzt Agt Paltny 

I'h(' earlier prehistoric pottery from Menon ha.s a wide: date' rane;e and indicates both prt"-barrow and 
runera~-a!)<;ociated barrow aeli, it)" lloth the Pt'trrborough Ware and lh(' Beaker herc:6 'here mo:\uy 
recovered from the upp('r fills of the barro", dilth('s but also from the Iron Age enclosure ditch and 
may indicalC' pre-barrow domestil' aCli\"ity. Nfarly all or thi$ pottt"ry which is reprt'senttd by small .md 
abraded sil(:'rds is likdy to be redepo'\ilcd mat('nal Tht' Heaker sherds could pro\;dr a crude tmmnw 
anIL qrmn for Barrow 100. while t.h(" secondary (Tfmalion dt"I)() .. iLS from the ''''''0 barrows which contained 
('ithcr Food V('ssels andlor Collart"d Urns provide a fmmnw poJt qunn. 

'nw occurrence of .. mall, sometimes rcfirt"d, urns as S("condary deposils within barrows Illay rrflect 
wider changt's in funerary practice' towards the end of the ('arlit'r Bronzc Age.1 ' ror the Upper ThanH'S. 
Barclay ha.. .. noted a djfft"rence in thC' use and deposition of iarg(" and small urns/la with large urns plact'd 
either in lhc ct"ntJ"(' of barrows or in pits oUbidt barrows and small urns placed in secondary po ilium 
within barrows. Merton would certainly appear 10 fit this pattern. 

VC'ry IittJe urlic.-r prehistoric pottery has been recovered from this art"a ofOxfordshirr and thi., mostly 
rcflt"cLS a lack of archaeological acti\;ty. Both Ikakcr and Oevt"rcl·Rimbury pottery have been found, 
only -1 km. away, during excavations along til(> .\421 near Al hcster, while Peterborough \\'al"(" has 
been rt"C"ordcd funht"r nonh-e:ast from Astrap, 'onhamptoll ... hire. 

IRO.' ,ICE POTTERY 

fhe excavation produced a small asscmbla~t" ,69 sherds) of middle and latc Iron Agt' potter)" which 
includes at least four rims from globular·shaped \"('<;sels Fig. 12, PS, 11. 16-7~. ~lost of the pone!)· was 
rccovered from the fills of an Iron Al{c enclosllrc 121) and a gully 7/6), while othcr .. herd .. came from 
the'" upp<'r fill .. or lhe barrow ditchcs. 

Fabncs 

Eight Iron Ag(> fabri('~ hav(' Ixen drfin('d ,md ar(' tistrd und('r the principal indusion type in T .. blr 3. 

Fahru tiutumo" .. The fabric:> have bttn di\;ded into four group:; accordinso:- 10 their principal indu.~i{)n type, Th(' Mod.,. 
fabrics are 1)'Pic.al of mkidle Iron A~ ceramics, while the ~h('Ulcakart'Owi fabrics art' som('\\-hat unu ual. The lalln 
may abo hr of this dale gi\oTn the local a\ ailabili~ of cakar('ous tcmlx>r Th(' U'i(' of grog would ~U~MI d latt" ralhn 
than a middle Iron A~ date. 

Fonns and fUcoration 

rh(' four illu.~trated rim~ Fig. 12, ps, 15-71 art all of typical ewrted forms that tan lX' plac('d in either the middlr 
ur lair Irtln .\gt' In th(' case" of both PS and Pl·t (,lIou'th of the prohlt'~ ~uJ"\.i\l: to m~51 that the" v("'t~th .... nco of 

1 JC. Harrett , Fragmmt.Ifrom Anliqul~ 1994), 126 9. 
A Barclay, 'Cft>mains of th(' Clay: r('fired pott('f)· and ritual \0 pr('histo'1 'unpubl paper read at Thror(,IKal 

Archaeol. Group Conf, Uni\". of Reading. 1995); A Harda.,.., 'Tran\lonning \'e~~l T)l>es on the Fun('ral f\Te', 1M 
OM P(Jlkr's Ainuuuu! 3(2), 5 6; A. Barcia)', 'C<"ramic Ecology and COnlrxtuaJ Archarolog)': four cast' <Iuclics from the­
L'pper Thames Gravels', inJD, Hill and A Woodward i«b., Puhutunc Bntain: Tn, C"mImic 8a.sUOxbow Monograph, 
in preparation). 

'9 A Ban' lay, op. cit. note 2. 
h·ngatr Ware found al Buston Fann, trop: E. I lrrds, 'On '('Ohmic POII(ry from Bu.~ton Farm. A!trop', 

(}XOft .. ~rrluJt," .\t. 1913. 114 18. 
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TABLE 3 IRO" AGE FABRICS 

AI 

\P fr IAPFc !S2 

F('rruj{inouli pellets 

GSP F'12 

DMcriplion 

Common ~ub-roundl':d whu(' or colourle~ 
(IU.u1:t IUP to 1 mm., and rart' organics. 
S~ ~ub-rounckd \01, hite' Clf C'olourksl; quartz 
up to I nun., rare 1~lT\Jgin()w prUeb and. or 
rar(' I oftton k-ached. CalCart'QU1 matter (?1hdl 
SpM'W' rub-roundrd v.hite or colourless quam 
(Up to I mm.) and SpaN'. often le3chfii. 
cakareous matter (?shdl 

,\;o add«l temper aJlhou'th fabric- contaim 
I1'KKk-rat(' illsorttd fnTUginOUJ ptlku I 3 
mm 

~tod('ratt' grog, spaN shdl (most.ly leaC"hed) 
.md 'pant' illsortt'd ft'rrugillou~ IX'lleu I 3 
mm). 

She'll! cakart'ous-tt'm~r«i 

SC2 

SCA2 

\Iedium moderate shell 5OfT'K'um" leached 
and mall-medium orp.l~ raJeareous ~tone 
inciU'.iorlS 
.\Irdium moderate ~h('11 'IOmttimts leached) 
and mall-medium ~paJ'S(' caicart'Ous limestone 
inclwions and spal"'W' rDaN: quam sand 
.l\ltdium moderate shell and "pane ferruginou!l 
pdl~lJ 'I 3 mm). 

Contexts 

121/811 , 121/C/3, 
121/012, 121/E12 
121/012, 121/F/2, 
121/8/4. 121/E/I 

121/VI 

121/8/1 

lOO/E/2,I21/0/2 

716, 12, 12118/1 

lOOIAlI, 120/[11, 
120/EI2 

100/012 

69 

Tow numlxr 
of aherds and 
wc:i~ht.s 

6, 48 g 

i, 51 R 

I, 2 g. 

I, 2~. 

2, 9 g, 

44, 208 g. 

7, 66 g 

2, 9 g. 

~obuL...,. (onn, and it 11 f"OS'ibl(' that the: tv.o rt'mamm~ rims PH~1 •• aJ wc:D a5 the ~ PIS), may belonl( to similar 
pou. All of mM(' Jhc:ros wert' unckcoralro and non(' tud 1>«n bumllhMi. With Iht' C'XclI'ptKm of P8 which CMnt' 
from lht' gully 7/6, all of th(,K \h~nh came from th(' enclosuR' ditch 121, P8 and 14 are of probabl~ mKklk Iron 
A~ date, while the smaller evert('d rim, P16. IS more likdy to l>t' lat(' Iron A~, especially given that it is manufactu~d 
from a grog-temptred fabric. 

A mgk decorated sherd with twO paraJld incisc"d lines came from the upper fill (1)12) of barrow ditch 100 (Fig. 
12, PI3). Th~ <;herd i in a grog-tempered fabric that could l>t' late Iron Agt' datr. 

/)ucUJrWn if Iron ,Igt POIILry 

TIl(, small 3S!iicmblag(, of mostly middle Iron A~ pottery is similar in character to material recovered 
from sites in the Uppu Thames region.'! Both the sand-tempered middle Iron Age and the grog­
tempered pottery from Merton is similar lO material recovered from the A421, Alchester Paul Booth 
pers. comm. In the r('('ent ~port on pottery from Oxford Road, Bicester, Booth has discUSS('d the local 

11 D.W Harding. TN Imn.4.cr VI tIu ~pPn T1uzmt.J iJanJI 11972). 



iO PHIIJPP\ BR.\DLEY LT\l. 

("\ Idc'm (' ror comparable a<;semblages and thefe- lS Iitue point in rC'peatin~ Lhis discussion hen., other 
thilll (0 nOLl' the gcn('rai paucity or excavatrd materiaJ from the surrounding- art'a 

(''a/al~t:U' of ,/Ius (mud POll") 

(.rmuJlunf pot:. 

PI Ilit 101. Food \'(,5.W'\ Complt'tt" .rccollSlruw·d, dc{Oratcd bir()uica! VMS('! 278 g .. HeiKht 92 mm. Ba.~ di" 
Hli lIun. T ..... istt"d cord dt"("OratiOIl on tht rim Ix'vt! and tht' Ilt"ck. 111(" \"("$';('I has bct"n r("flred which ('xplain~ It 
di~t()rtt'd conditiun. Colour: (,XI grc·yish·bro ..... n: (nrc d.uk tVt",; int' ,l{Tt")'~h-brown. Fabric G2. Condition: ~o()d but 
h.11 lx-rn di,\oru"d b\ rf'flrinl{ 

»'2 Pit 101/A CoUan-d L'm. \pprox. 100 ,herds ,:l60 g. from.l p1.1in \"('~s('l. TIlt' rim l'I bt\"dlt"d Longwonh rim 
fm-rrl 13 and <;lighll) out-lUmrd; the n{"('k 15 cone.we' and the" hnuldt-r protrudes. The v('5.5('1 h ... \ probabl\ b(,t'li 
rdirC"d. rhe base is ("ample-Ie', dia. 72 mm. Colour: .. Xl: grey·; core: dMk gn'y; int: dark gr('y. Fabric G2. Condltioll: 
puor 

P:l Pit III I-~ood \'("~'\t'1. An almost ("ompl("lC'" plain, bipanite.md \"a!t". hajX'"d \"e.sel (360 ~ rht" rim i.. nal wilh d. 
\"rl). light bt"vrl. There i~ d. thidt"nml{ of th(" hDulder where the Ilt'rk mffl$ the body. and tilt" laU("r is ItlohuJar 
(t"nninalinR; with a conca\"(" fOOl angie. The \"(" .. 1 wall~ ha\t' bet'n COfbtruUrd rrom live dicutOnall)i bondro rin~ of 
day each approximatdy 15 mm. in ht"igtlL. TIlt' rinft!. arr pourly bondt'd and are rmph;u~d by dia~na1 \·oid 
SUKKr 1I1l1{ lack or pla.stidl~· during construction.) he- \"esvl is ..... ell but un("\·enl} find. Colour: txt: ,t"Uowi!h-red to 
lil(ht \eUn ..... i h bro ...... 'll; cart": lil(hl ~y; illt: ~ell{)"",l.~IHrd 10 liJl:ht yrllu ...... ish hro\\·n. Fabric G2. Condition Ituoo 

PI Pit lib. Collarrd lm Onl\" the collar and hud)" ~ur"i\"("s albrit to a height of 78 mm. 220 g .. Rim dw . 
liD mm. Collar hei"tht 1') mm. Impre~'It"d eil'cor.nion fon.\blin~ of ' ..... 0 horizont.al roW! nf 1 ..... i!lcd cord on lh(" rim 
lx-\t"! .md , ..... u ro,," ofh("rrin~n(" on thc ("ollar ..... hich l.\ boundt"d by IWO ro ...... or twisted cord abow· with onc T(I\\ 

~n("a,h. Colour: t'XI: brown; COTt": )"('Um\bh·rrd; int )('lIowbh bro ..... n. I·ahric G2. Condition good. 

P5 Pil 101 CollaTt"d Lm 32 ... hrrds from a Coilart'd l'm 185 ~ rht' rim, diam('tCT 130 mm., i\ bncllrd .lIlt! 
intrnl.llly Ihid;('nrd. Drcol"ated with lwisu·d cord imprt' ~ions "ith a lill;·L.a~ motif on th(' rim b("\·rl and \"(,"TUCal .lI1d 
horizmll.11 lint's on tnt.' COUM. Colour: ext: rrddi ... h-p:llow; cort.': grt')"; lilt: dark grry. rabri( G2. Condition poor 

IJarmu I (JO: Bro~l tlg, potlffY 

Pti IOO/l./"i. Collared l'm. T ..... o collared ~hcrdlf hR. nnly onr Illu Irat('d, probably rrom th(' 'I<1I11C \"rsse!. I)(·(·or.llc·d 
"ilh horil.Ol\tal and obliqut" (""!cod cord imprr ions.. Colour: nt: ridTk bro ..... 'll; c: blilek: int: bJ..lck. FabriC" <.0.\:2 
Conditlun: fair·"om 

1'7 1 (X)/ A/:). Ikakrr. Bod\" ~hrrd 21:;. \\ith pain'd 11Il1!tC'"r-nail dt"for.uioll Colour: ("Xl: Ii~ht rt"ddi,n·pink {·orr d.lrk 
gl"l"y; int: rrddbh·)rllov. Fabri(· (;5:\2. Condition· wurn 

(;ulJ~ 7/ Ii; Iron • .Jgt' />Q11ny 

P8 71b. \hddJr Iron .\~. F(lft) twO shenh including an ('\·('rt('d tim rmm a Jl!;lobuJar \(' ·1 200 g. Colour ("XI 

rNldi,h-Lro ..... n; can:: ~; int: light browll. lahri( ~C2. ConrlitKm: fair 

llarral.l It(): \"robUfll. anIi Bmnz.' "I,?i potJnJ 

PC! 120/En. 'Pt'I('rboroulI;h Ware. Bod~ ~hrrd R 11;. "ilh obliqur iruj· d dr("OtalK>n. Colour: exI: rrddi,h ~·(·II() ..... : 
("Of(' hld.(k; int: black. F.lbril GAP Fe!2. Condition: .... orn 

PIO 12011:12. 'Prlrrborou;::h \\.u('. Sherd 7 Jl: ...... ith impr(' lot'"ti .... hippro cord malitgot dt"roration. Colour ("xt 
rl'ddi~h ,diu ...... , ("orr: hlac k, iut· black Fabrir (;.\2 Condilion: lair-WOn}. 

PII 120/1:.12. Collar«i L'rn. rhrc-e hrf(h HI~. from Ihc nn·k .mel mll.lr or a \e!<~d Indt'"lcnninat(' impff's.~d 

p. So .... th. -Pourn and otht"r Ct-ramic Find~ . in ( \Iuuld. \It \f(hat"olngicaJ ExlO:l\ation at O:dnrd R()dd. 
8Iu""IC'r, ()x!(lrtL,hirr-' OXQrt",uaa,!.x1 19'16 h:' 108 
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decoration on the bast' of the collar Colour. ext: brownish ydlow; core: dark grey; mt: dark grey. Fabric GF2. 
Condition: very worn. 

Pl2 120/EI2. ?Peterborough Ware. Body sherd (6 g.) with faint incised decoration. Colour: ext: reddish·yellow; core: 
black; int; black. Fabric GA2. Condition: worn. 

&rrou' 100: Iron Agt.' pouery 

PI 3 100/D12. Late Iron Age. Two body ~herds (6 g., one with linear groove decoration. Colour. ext: dark brown; 
core: dark grey; inl: dark grey. Fabric GSP'Fe)2. Condition: fair-worn. 

SMrds.from lrrm Agt mciosun 

Pl4 121/C/3. Middle Iron Age. A Rat ~Iightly out-turned rim and concave neck (3 1 g.). Colour: ext: dark grey; core: 
black; illt: dark grey. Burnt residues on exterior surface. Fabric A I. Condition: fair. 

PI S 120/E/2. Middle Iron Age. Base sherd (45 g.). Colour. ext: dark greyish-brown; core: dark grey; int: dark ~yish 
brown. Fabric SA2. Condition: fair 

PI6 121/DI2. Late Iron A~. Rim sherd with a pointr-d (",'erted rim (2 g.). Colour: ext: dark brown; core: dark grey; 
int: dark brown. Fabric GSP fr-)2. Condition: fair-wom. 

PI7 121/A/I. ~liddlr- Iron Age. A pointed slightly out-tumr-d rim (2 g.). Colour: ext: dark brown; core: dark grr-y; 
int: dark brown. fabric AS2. Condition: fair. 

PIS 121/D/2. Peterborough Ware. Sherd with impressed whipped cord maggot decoration {3 g.}. Colour. ext: red­
dish-brown; core: black; int: black. Fabric GA2, Condition: fair-worn 

RO~v~"\ At-.'D LATER POTn: RY by AUSTAIR BARCLJ\Y :wi1h identifications by P. BOOTH 

In addition to the above a 5mall number of contexts (subsoil, 6/3 711) produced a total of five sherru of Roman 
ponery. f\.tost of this pottery can be described as Roman Grey Ware (including 1-WO rims from jar-shaped vessels) 
with the exception of an oxidised fineware sherd. All of these sherds could be of local manufacture. A probable 
medieval shcrd came from context 119 and post-medieval sherds were recovered from contexts 6/1 and 11/4. 

Several contexts produced amorphous fired cia}' thal mo~t likely derives from either hearths, ovens or burnt walls. 
Contcxt 716 contained 11 pieces of fired clay il20 g.,. TIle fabric which is oxidised reddish brown in colour contains 
large cia)' pellets :' up to i mm.), organic impres~ions (grass stemsj , and rare white quartzite (up to 3 mm. ). The Iron 
Age enclosure ditch, 121/AIl, produced 56 pieces oflow-fired clay 160 g.). The fabric which is almost black in colour 
is very carbonaceous and contains organic illdu~ions. In addition, contexts 5/5 and 123/ A/3 produced a small 
number of amorphous fired clay fragments, weighing in total 16 g. and 40 g., respectively. 

WORKED FIJNT by A.I\'DREW BROWN 

The following ana1ysis relics heavily on the use of characteristic pauems of cortication and technological 
indicators to distinguish four chronologically distinct groupings within the coUection of 582 struck flint 
anefacts. This somewhat unconventional methodology is explained and the results used to suggest that 
the barrows may not be comemporary. a1though the evidence is by no means unequivocal. A remarkable 
assemblage of flakes from one of the ditches is interpreted as a hoard. 

M,/hodowgy 

The approach used to distinguish groups within this assemblage rdies first on typology, then technology and finally 
degree of cortication as a stagro series of chronological indicators. The use of the degrtt of conication (see Shepherd 
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1(172 Itll u<;(" or (enm. 'corticato:l' \I'"nu 'patino&lro' or flim artrracts for dating purpusn is nOI, on II 0\\11, an 
.1(( t'1'1.lbl(' 1('( hniqu('. :'\:01 ani) can film art("rilrl~ be found v.nh one t;idt- corticatt"d and thr ochrr v.ith iu origmaJ 
appr.ualln· bUI rxamples ha\e abo bt-rn found Yohrn' ("Clrticatt'd fla.Juos rdlt intO uncurtkat~ corn and t R'TJ4. 

I ht' proa'" of ("ortication and patinatioll art" 100 poorl~ undr"ntood as )('\ 10 allo\Oo p~i, tion! to ~ madt' a to 
tht' t'xlrnt 10 ",hich Rim an("facts from diffr-n'nI I(IUI'{"n.. in difTt'f('nt lUil condilKlnt and of diff('ft'nt a~ will diiColour 

In lome (':bM, hov,e\"eT, it becofll('''i ("vKt('nt durin't ana.1ytis that broad patterning in 111(" dritTt't" of conil;auon i~ 
pf('Knl. In thr ~mef""'!;("1 Le\"els" fOf examplt', 1'1X>lopall~ ~ I('$Olithic pieen "'en! coruistt'ntJ) cClniuted 10 ril1ler 
a blU! IH·\-hilr or a thick, cream) .... hite in th(' CA~ of 111(' earlit'r Mesolilhic examples, Thi'i contnblro With th(' 
'rulithic .lIld lalrT piree. which had de\rlupt"d al I1lr))t a faint 'mL~ling' \\-hieh someumt"s rtquirrd mKny,top) 10 

idt'mil) In th(' Fem. alf<1in ~1esolithi(" m.llt'ria1 wa, <"Oll"ii,tl'"ntly visibl" ('onicatrd in COntrast to the- '\:e-Olilhic and 
1,\I('r pit"(·e,. . \ 1 Danrbury, the lechnologirally '\:rolilhic it(·IO. YOW" Ih ickJy eonicated while the mid-fint millennium 
m.I\(·rial wa~ frrsh in appearan('e. Closrr to homc, <\1 Rradinl( Bu'incss Park, the: l\('olithic matt'rial wa.. aJ{ain {'oni­
{.lInl III tiu." main, while the late Brome AI{t' t"kmt·/lt of thr rollcctioll was not d iscoloured'" 

r he!\(' <lTr, of course, generali$ations whic·1t c.m um be takrll to absu rd limits. It must be <lcccpll'd, especi.t1ly given 
the- l.u·k of understanding of thr prOCeSM'5 melltioJlrd d.hc)\"t', that individual exceptions 10 thr rult' will be round 
within thr .LC, mbla~ an unconicated micfolith .Imon~t otherwi~ heavily corticated ~ I ('solilhic matt'rial, or a 
fOrticatro lraf-~hapcd arrowhead amid .1Il mht'rwi5t" ullcortifatt'O, lI!'chnologicaJlv and l~l)Ologica1ly ~t'ol ithi(' a\'<t'm­
blastt', Such exceptioru shouJd bt ex~Clro. and ind('('d documelltro dearly to avoid mi!.imerpret3lion or the- ('\idem·e. 

l1\r UM' or the degrtt of contention for dd.1I1l1t can Or u'l«! rtliabl)- pro\ided mal a good ~l>Olog1eal, and r<pt'ciAII) 
It'chnologiral datin~ framework is ~labli5hed h"t II thMt' ly"P"" of ('vidence point to a chmnolc)(tical dn.;~ton III Ihr 
dt'grrr 10 \\-hich the collection 3..< a \Oohole has wrtKAIW, and t"\tn conscious tfTort.~ to pfO\t' a null hypotht'\l' ,annot 
re-Jeet Ihr olnen'alion, variatioru III conicauon can Ihen br UM"d as a chronological indicalor. lia\;n'!; drmumtratt"d 
:'>.lll,la{·torily Iht chronologicallr('ncb tht' d~t'1, of coni(;uiun can tx- u.sed to extend Ih(' S{"opr of tht' l)"polagi(a1! 
tt'{hnological dating to incluck the ",holt' 3!~mbla~. In Iht' ~t examples of uch a mel1l()(fulogy. e-\rl\ Ihc- most 
undialtflmti{ flake can be ascribed \\-ith ("lnl\Jtirr;lhl(' conh<it'rl("t 10 a panicular phase of acti",I) 

1ypolOfg 

l"ypologiC'al analysis or the 5 15 pir(('s r('w\"('r('d f!"Om the art'.\ of the barrow, identified 19 retuU( hl,d it("lm: 

J\. 1i('rolilh, 
~ 1 1('roburim 

SnaJ>('N 
i...raf·'Ihaped arrowh('ads 
Corr-burin 
Burer 

8 
J lont' dt'13('hed from blade1el} 
I 
2 
I 
I 

'\:one of thr eight miC'rolitffi \\-as of a ~metric. typr \uJO!:t'~tin~ thai they \\-ere not manufa("lurr-d dUfin~ the- latrr 
\ IMolithK pc-riod Fil{. 13, 2 .. 8· Tht'~ \Oocr(" di,tributrd .lpparentl) random1y across the <ile. rot' corr burin Fi~. 13. 
II i1lu~lrated a black production techniqur. u in'!; a fl.II((' for a core, which is uncharactenstK of pefKxi Lut'r than 
Ihe rarlier \l esolimic, Both leaf·.,haprd arrowhead, .... t'rr brokt'n and n('ither occurred in ol y.li..,factoril~ Mtalifit'd 
,'onl('xt 10 pro\;de (('liable dating t\;d('ncr oc)olld prnbablt' at ti\;ty on Of near the ~i{e durinl( lhe t'arlil-r 'rolithi{ 
Thr ICraprr,l were \"e~ varic-d, thr most r('markable being Ihe double-end('d example from Ihe IU\\-t'r wntrxl1 of 
harro\Oo 100. cutting B (Fig. 13, 16: Onr irr(,(Ular-edt:rt:1 t'xample \\-<i'l typical of the latest prTiod of lIint u and 
rna .. brlonl( 10 the Iron Age phase of on:-upali(1Il drmon trated through omer ariefaci typr"i. I1le borf'( \\-iU nUl 
di.lgno~tie, \ broad date rangt for the collre·tion, tht'rdorr, Yo'" su~ted b\" the retouch('d Im"('l1(ol") 

Of lhr ti7 pieces recovered rrom the \"ariuu, ('valu.llion trenches, non(' was relouched !iO that t)'I)Ologi('al .1nalpi 
\\-.h nUl pos .. ibk. T t:'chnological study was aho m.lde diflifult b) tht:' ~mall size of tht' sampk. Example, of ('adl of 

11 W. Shrphcrd, Flint: its orrgrn, ptrJfJtTtuJ and Ulfj (1972) 
, •. \ .G, Bro\\-n. 'nint and Chcrt Small I-i nd<~ from the Somt'N't I..e\eu. Part I the Un it' Vallt"}·" ~>mn'wt IQltu 

Papm.11 1986),12-26. 
\ G Brown. 'L'se and :-\on-u . a~pen~ ollh(' prehi.lorie e-xploitiluon oftht fen t"dge d.t hkham'. in 0.:'\ Hall. 

fM Fmlluul PrlJ«l, 'Itmbrr 10: Combn4;dulf .~nry I,/' '?I":{f (lIU/ l J"Llhtrh Las, .\n~ian .\n-harol~ 79. 199b. 202 12 
... \ (; Brown, 'The Late Bronze \~ ~1atcrial'. inJ \loore and D.Jenni.t\~, IhoJvv. &.wtm Par;', Q BtTM4t .11,'" 

l.tmdJ(aflt Iname: \'aIl~ Land'ICapc): the K,'nnc:t \'aUn, wi I 90 3. 
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tilt" Ilm't" m,1I11 Il"'dmolrt~l'al {"ompont'nl~ uf tht' main t"xGtvation il...stmblagr ~ lx-Iow wt"fr idrntihrd. huw('vrr, 
.1IIe1 inn' no additional (OmponenL, dPJ>('afed tn bt:- pr('W'nt. tht matt'riaJ can bt- con. Kkrnl t'ntirdy ('nn~~1f'nt .... ;Ih 
llit' ft"lIlainrkr I)f thr cnlll'nioll, II i!l not con idl"'rt'd 5I;"'par-.lI('l~ in thl" following dbcu. Ion of the C(lll«uon as a "" holC". 

1 ((hnnlt~{I' 

1 r(hnnl{~ .tlh. thf' mataial CcUl bt- "pi it into four .!Q'lluJn. I'h(' fir-I .... ;u charactt'~ by bipolar ,.roue-lion fc-aluring 
sonw IAr~ hladr . COrt' tahlt'! rt'ju\'('nati(lll Itake's w('n' prr'f'nt with thr -.am(' broad bladt scar st~n('nl!l. 'Ibt . mall 
kll~th .md .... idth III tht" platJtlrms rompart'1:1 ""illl Lht o\'("rall h1adf' .... idth ",hi{'h !uggt'.stt"d that indirrct JX'rru~inll 
h.ld hnn t·mpln~l"d. J"hio; matt'rial .... <1.' almOlit t'llurt'h· U(lll-("onical. but tht" scrap of thick (-On('X on lhf' di\ldl t'ncb 
of 'Olll(" blade" indir.ttro lhat uorrodrd rh'llk Hint "'i!S ,lVailablf' for exploitation. Tht corc p(rlJdratiQIl f1akcs \\'("rr 
.lb .... ·'lI .. \n (' •• ri} post-gl,ldal clatr for lhc IIMIl'ri.11 is l't1Iirdy appropriatc for this compo0l'nt of tht' collc'Uioll. 

I"h("" 'l('cond tC"chnolo~il'al group W,l~ cha ... .lct('ri..e-d by narrn ...... l'r hlad(' prociuuion. a~in using bipular rrouctiOfl 
t(""dUlifluc~ and COfr tablc-t rt'ju\f'naunn but .... .'~() u. ing other dPproachn 10 ~duC"lion, rt"lIulting in a varicty of COff' 
jr)nm .• \mollJr't thi. .. component wen:- {'Ofr prrparalion t1a.k('s, ("f(' trd blaci('s and many chips indi(i.ltin~ that rrdlKtion 
had I..t!u'u plac(' al Ih(' .. itl' ratht'r than tht' produns h"l\lIlg lx-c'n brought Irl)[n eI'I(·",h('~. Thc ra .... malt'riai l'xploitl'd 
"'rfr di,tinctiw. ft'aturing In particular d I}'JX' of malt'nal thc" {"Of lex of ...... hich ...... as consistently rofft'C'-{"ulourt'c\, thin 
.tnt! ('oM'lf'ly tt'l(lurt'c\ ",hue ~Iut.ion has nt'atro a hnl:' poci.;.-markt'd ('ffC'<"l. -f1lis matf'rial rna) ha\e ~11 grubbrd 
lrum ,,)lifluctrd drpc"..it~ or fmm 5Oi6 tht' -.olution l'flc-("t Wt'J"t' not ~uffidt'nt to suggest a rivt'r gravt'l sourt·t' bUI 
til!' bmwn taining pn"c1udl'"c\ a fmh chalk YlU!"Ct'. Thi nlmpont"nt bt-Ione;s un tNhnologica.l gTound. to tht' \ltsoLithil 
hut to l1t"ilhrr thf' t'arlie-;t nor thl' lal('!;t pans of the pt'riod. 

Hili {black, shnwin~ unidir('('uonaJ fl.:a1inl{ in iht'ir donal 'lCarrin~ charaClerbro the third p:Toup. nl(,S(' pif't:r~ 
wrrr truck from \1 t)"]X' ("om Wilh a sin~e platJ(lnn t,e-in't won.(,d circumfrJ"t'ntialJ)" in thr: main. Cr't"'>tro Ilakri 
!l1.uk ~nd largt wrt' tablt'l rr-ju\'en.a.tion fiatts .... tft' again pre-vnt. Buus .... C"r't' narro ..... and ftaturtd pJ"t'pdrat0l) 
{hippin/il' .tnd ahr;u)on but nOI fal'r:ung. 'That this compullC"nt indudrcl a ~gnificalll numbfor orhaut'rtc\ CO(t' fra~l'llu 
illu\tFdtt' unt" of tile' ('hid" diift'rtnct's bl'twt't"n it .md lilt" prt( t'din~ ("ompl)n('nt~ poo~r qualit), flint. pair gT"t'y or 
bro .... n In wlour. Allhough ~till ..... ilh unabrackd thick wnrx on tht' l'xtrrior, had bttn thr: raw materiaJ for thi~ 
m.lte-nal Thi~ ('ompontn! had technological parallels wilh tarliC'r I\l'olilhic ("halk source asstmblagl'.5 'iu('h as Gorin'!; 
G.ltrha.mplon Farm, and conformt'd to mr ("hara("ltn\J.tiun 01 Thaml's Valle) tarly 'eolithit m.lttriaJ pro\tdr-d h~ 
lIul~tt' in his n"giona! mn.-r).' 

11It' /f'llrth romponent ..... as thc most UI1U~ual. h compri.~d a group of flakl'~ from a sin'tlf' context (100/8/8, 01 
till' '<Oulht"111 harrow totalling -11 picct FiJ.!;. It" L;lt h ;Jpproxil1liltrd LO a It"ngth . brtadlh indtx or I I and, morl'o\"("r, 
til(' flakc"s werr aimosl ~uare in shapt' Thi~ wa, mmtlv achic"\rd u~in't bUIl~ of rt'markable Itngth, often tht' full 
~I).\n of Ih(" 1I.lll", .1Od hy pl"t'Cipitating a hin~(" t("nninalion paraliC'! wilh lht' butt. Th~t whirh did nOI ('nd in .. ueh 
.111 ('\'{'Il hilll~e- had b('en rttou("hcd into till" >;fJUi\I"l' l'nckd form. ('ithr-r b\' dirr-C'l or indireu rftou,h. The' uncanll't 
1"t1(\llarit) of th(' nakC"s Fi~. 1 ~ U~fstrd ilt I,,...t th.tt thl" rnlirr stl ,11IIuld (I"fit onto d singlf' mrr" ·.'horough attl"mph. 
hnw("\·('r. failt'd to lTunitl' more than thre-I' pail"! of f1a.k.n. 

hmhrr undn .. tandinv; of tht' rt'du(tion iW'11U('1U c· I"t"CjUln-d for tht' produrtion of ~u("h fiakl's aUowro an C")(plan.uif)ll 
Ih,' 'SCjU.lrt' n.lk('s had ntC'ded to br indi\idually t'n((illf'I'rl"d by ("(r.ning a flattt'ned nos(' on a WI) 1.lr.ll:t' con- \ 
( HC'lull~ .unwd impM! .... ith a hard hammrr dflivt're-d a )T11m('trit'AI hOl·k wav(', tht" f'\('n al>'lOrptioll of \~hi{ h 
rnuhl'd in tht paralld hingt' t('nnillation. J wo fl.l!..l". >;("('m, 10 hd\'t' bc.'cn tht' maximum numbt"r that ('ould 1)(' 
<kladwd lK"furf" tht' nO$(' nt'cdt'd tTut'atiol1 b\ trilUmin\( \mnnl("t tht' trimmin~ flakr mu!>t ha\t' lK"en tht nt't.tti\(· 
11II1I.~f's In>!n thr- "<Iuart' II~, but nUIll' wall pr(".'I("nt in Ihil> rollll"xt" nor indttd in the- fntirr- c{)IIC"('liol1, Gi\c'll lhr 
U'" "I h.ml hamlllt'J"'i and \.t"I) wick but~ tJU5 matuiAl t.likdy to 1)('" or C"arly 8ronz('\~ d.Ur. i"rchnolcl'ticalh thi' 
m.Hr-rial (.an 1)(' p.tralkkd .... ithin thl" ~(ln tJU)u'th l~l)1JI(~alh U i, m()\t unusual-

( :ortirolulfl 

111f' u'dlllolo\{i< ,ll t"vid('nef' point ~tn,"v;I~ tf) .1 furrd.llion bt·twt'cn Iht" clegtl'<" of con..lcali()n and tht" dat(' (,f the:­
m .·rwh .. 1min't majorit~ of th(' pi('("('s, in tilt" IMrtKular (irnull\l.."lncr\ of tilt .. ~il('. 11lis was surh thaI Ihr' rt'("o'l;l1itioll 

R Ilnl~ate:- \eohJJuc 'y/l!nrtmt of Uu ·fJumreJ Bamt 8.\R III I. I qAA 
\ Brown. ·Strull.: flil1l', in .\, 8Mcla\, \1 (;(,\\ and (. I_unhric k. Etl"atahIJnl at 1M IJaiI's ~l •. SlOnlott Harrollri_ 

(},l ,(/,1,,, /91) 1 {mJ 1988 'Thames \'aU("'\ l...tJld..c:.lpt' tht' Windru h \ alln. 3, J9Q5. SO 
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01 dilkrrUtf'S III lhl" {t.·~n"C or cor1i<.tLkJn _ddrd cunfic:kllt r- to the techllf)II)~.t! dioninnions id.'mif.at and alltl Ihl': 
broad d.uin,{ III lw f'xlt'nd(-d to lh. I dial{llnsllc piccts "f ,lit" c nllrninll. 111(" !irst ~uup, flf f'.lrl~ PII H::tu ial date' 
\'0.1\ c nil i'IC'IIII~ tlilt lh ("ortkatrd to .. ("Tram" \\hj((· (ulullr. The l(lrt'-llIIrin 011('" of thl" ICraprrs aJl(J ,\\" ubliclurh 
10.." kc"d minulilh, "tn" indudro in ,hi, group Fi" 13, 'l 8 

Ilw M"C ClUe! gruup. I1Mn) of \'0 hie h ,hm .. rd d. eh.lr,1( (tori tic hrm .. n (()rlt'x. had ("orUcation ram{in~ Itllm a (Oil i! 'I III 
I)·lk Jitn'\ to a d("Il~'h spr-t: klt'd hlut!<>h-"hitr "lilt rll."CkJiu't nlull! b(' M-'t'll. a~I()IH('r.u«l into h1mchrs ur IKCot l.m.111\ 
\ ,u;~lbk IK"I\\I'f"1I Ollr .uea flf a Rakt' ur blade and anollwr In rat h (,bf' ho\\t'\(·r. thrr(' .... as nu tmubk In Iclrlilih IIlg 
till' pi"(1- <1.' Iwillll; \ ()rli.at('d \\\Ih til(' nJ.kl'd C-~(' \11 hut IIIII' I)rtlu r("m.linin1o{ micmlitJh and all ulth!" micrf,hnrin 
J,dl)ll~("d tl) till IV"OUp Fi~. U, '1 R 

I Ill' Ihird .ompOIwlIl, 01 :'\rohthi. tidle .tnd b,L ('d HII punrl"r qU'lht~ grq ur orm,u tim\. \\J. prrdulIIlIl,lIul\ 
IlIIwrtit,ltnl, Lhhoul(h ,,()n1r Ie-all/n'd CI 1,11111, 'mi\l ... tortiralinll 'Ahie h \\.b dilflc'uh 10 id('ntif~ 'AilhuUI thl" U "I 

IlIJ.Kllih, .ttiuli, !lit' duublc-t'ncit"d M 1.II)('r \\-,l~ .1111111110,">1 Ihi tI.t of t ol1il ,Ilinn Fil\!;. 13, I b 
!"II(' ,'arli," Uronz(' A~ drpmil Fitt. I I . t()mlilutin~ tlu- rourth '(roup. was ('urticaled 10,1 g'I('iIlt"T ,",m'nt Ih;ln III!" 

'rolilhi{ m.\{c-riai, mO!>1 pil'«("!> t'xhii,iliIlR an II1(OIl,i Irnl, lil{hl flJ\c:rill~. Sinn' lhis m.ltc:ri;.d W<l'> '«I 1I'(·hIlUln!{1I-.11h 

di,timl from thc wnmd group of 1ll;!ltTi.l!. ih du c',1 fl('i~hbour Ull til(' (urtiC";uinll ' lx'("Irum, ("(mlu,iull Iwt\-'dTIl lilt' 
1\'0 \\-.1' ('()Il,idc-red mm! unlikt'I~. 

\mHo'!'l tlU' ('x("rption" 'Ahil'h ,huuld I}C' rnrllli .. lwd \\CTC' 11ll" rc'l11ainil1't microlith, "hi(h \'o.I.~ .lpp.IrI'IlII~ uncwti, 
1 .III'd, .1110 I1l1c' or till' 1\'00 II"<lf·,hapt'd ilITm,ll('ad, .... h i("h \'oa c'ortic .H('d to ,I ((n·.m'r degrrr than .... ,l' il (Ulllc'llIporar\ 
drbit,l~c·. fY.th iu,tanlt' tan I)robabl) br I'Xplain('lllhmu~h 1111 difft'ftlltt in tht· r.t .... matrn.11 01 \'ohilh Iht'\ \'CIC 

madr "'"(Jm that of the-if conlC"rnporallt'ou~ dl"hitClI.;(· 1111" onl, t\\11 pil'n in Ih, coUenicm \,hit h \'o('H' matk lrom ,I 

\<:1.1\1'1 flint IOIII('C' \\I"rf' e-onit'ated ib if Ix'lnnl(ing In ~OUI)~ l\'ou and thnT, but \\ilh insullKio:nt 1('1 hIlOln~( ,II (,r 
I\'pological r\l<irntt' Uri "hk-h 10 h;.t'l(" a d.ttc', Ihl' (k~c' 0/ ClnlL(Cltinn has llrrll iL,'11urro dnd thl' PII'U- rc'lIUtn 

ulldalrd. 

Di.Jln·bullOfl\ 

1:'<luippnl with .1 shorthand dalin~ S)'lelll, u,in~ drWtT C)f curtic'.lIion ,I-, ,I pmX\' lor mon' n)fllpil-x trdmlll""rir,11 
.lIId t'l>UIUI{I(al d.ning c:umidf'r.l.IjuCl', thl" di.,trihution 01 milltri,ll of dint-relll d.llt' t:.m be- c·\J.minNi in urekr 10 
100llrihut(· 10 the' dating or lile' prim·ip.Ii fe.lll1r('\ 1,1 tilt" C'X( .1\ au't! harro .... '. 

r ht· h.ldr:~ruund 'i4,·.iIlt"r ot mJ.tt'riJ.1 (".til 1)(' "xplurrd u illl{ lhr 1o{mup of flint lrom lhl" n aluation Irc'ndlC'~ in th( 
.m'a \\e'" 01 tilt' barru .... ~. I-lt'ft', ~ tr'>Olilhi, m;lIl"li.11 'A.I \\iclt'\prc',ld but .'\t'ulithi,· pit'n' con(('rHrawd maJ kc'clh 10 

thr Il{)rlh ur till' W SW r.. ...... dilch oI(lO~~ til(' M(',I, thu!> ht';ng cunlilwd l.irgdy to till" ~li~htl} hi!.(hel ~roulld 
In Iht'" .lrea uf Ih(' h.IITm\ lht' \"('l1i(;).1 di,lribulion lMII('Tn of pn'·:'\('olithil· pit'ce, \'0 ilhin tht, dut'e diu'he'd h',HUff' 

h a u lui n1C"a~un' of thl" ('OIl'bl(,lln of It'd" I)(hitiuli rrom tile" surroundilllot "l1il. Taole I ~htl\'o' thc di trihUlinn ul 
'lKh PI('(TS, 

I.\III.E I f)f SIRIBL 110:-' 0 1 ~ 1 t:"()L" 111(. \1\1 ERI\L FRO\I I!KJ, I~() \'1) 121 

Cuntc-xi mid·~ I~nlilhj( r.lfh \I (' .. olithil Burnt 

12111 5 ;1% I~ I " 12111 'I b9~ 2 " 2 1.1',. 
12111 5 h1n 2 18~ .. I U'" 
12()/l " hi' I IS% I 18'" 
12012 20 63 , 8 :n'\' I tV:'~ 
i:Wn 7 7n~ I IO'¥., 2 20 
IOU UpPI"T 27 ~() 17 .lI'" III 11'0 
IIKI lI1iu,II(' 41 "6 11 19' .. 15 .. 
it",1 1'J\\f-r 8 73 I 4' 2 18"', 

Burnt lll.J.lrri.11 lllay inclu<ft' \()m(' '\J('olilhi(, hlll It j, prt'domin,lIlllv ('.u-IiCf 0/1 tt'dUlOlogilill ground\ whc'rc' ~udl 
.1 di~lill(ti,)fi i, l)<)s~ibl(' 

1lII' proportioll of mid·~It-<,{)lilhi( pinr reln.lin lI·nl.\rkJ.hh (un talll, oJl around fiS~ of Iht lithi( 1Il\('nlllr; 10f 
".lI"h (UllInl gruup, l \ill~ Ihi' fra(liufl or till" ('"Olllrxt ~mup .1 a 1.lndJ.rd. lhc' proportioo or :\I"olilhj( matc'nal can 
br c nrnpar('d J.. d ratlo, r able 5. 

In thc' lo\\-,'r la)I'" nl" 111, uhkh ;1 Kn(l\\l\ to Ix· an Imn \1.:" Iraturc', ther(' i~ a rd.Hi\I'I~ hil{h pruptmiun 01 
'c'nlithi. pif'{C' lor \'ohich il i- difii(uh to ;-Il('Ount I lII'I.lIgt'r unpl,' izes of l:..'(} la\,'", I and:1 and 10(1 uppn 
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11/1 
2112 
21/3 

0.":1 
O.U 
1101 

120/1 
120/.."! 
120/'1 

II I: I 
0.1: I 

0:1 

100 uppt"r 
Ino mic:kIlr 
!nU lo\\('r 

0.;'1 
0.6,1 

I .ti' I 
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.mel middlr COIlU'XI WHUp. hmH'\I"r. -.et a landard of 1)(1"'("("11 iI.1 .lnd 0.7 :\rolilhw" pit"(1:""'. to lIllKl·\inolithk" 
~r(llilhi( pwu's all" Ii~hth mort" frc-qucnt in Iht' upprr hlL of IIMllh.UJ 12n It i ,ht' 100\('r fill ",hich art' fir pMtit ular 
inu'rr1oL hm\-r .. ,'r. in thr nllhitkratioo ollh{" d .. Ur ul tht b,lrrm .. 

Dfltlflg qj thf barTtJlt dil.(ht\ 

l'ht· "ullpk siu's fix the lo\\t~r comnb in huth harrO\\ ditdl("' an.' "mall, and c.lulion is n'quin'd, 
bUl u ... ill~ thc·-..t data tht· pcr.. ... ibll- sct'nario,> can IX' .l"''{' ,(,d. If both barruw v"nc' Bronz(" ,\'!~ in date'. 
nu(\\ ith .. t.tndin~ 11lt' J.h,c'nn' of Broll1.(, • \~I' lilhlt m,HtTial otht'r thall that in IOO/B/S lh(" '''<luaf(' fl.lkl'· 
drpo~il , Llw difTt'n'ntial n'dt"po ilion of ;\("olilhi( mat<'riill in lhr In\'.('~t fill would ha\t' lO Ix- ('xplailwd. 
If it-.llurt' 100 had CUI ,l surfan' 11.K:all~ nl:h in :\e-olithi( flint. thl' <;(",II('r .. hould he (et'oS{ni.....a.blt· in lh(' 
an',l ('Xl.I\31("(1. In fan, nftlw 31 pit'(l' locall'd on and in Ill(' ,,",pu~d "ubo;oil aJlt'r <qrippin~, on" 11\1;" 
\\t'n' of :\I'olithit dau', Illaking il unlik(''' mal Iht" ()\(·r·rf"pn'''o(·lllation of \.""colithil· pit"ct'!I in thl' bottom 
1.1~IT' or 100 ((mid 1)1' .1(" OUlltN! fo( in thi, \\il~ .\lnn'O\I'r. if tile' ditch had IX'en eluS{ throul1;h ,I 
~url"K( \\hi( h H)mailwd :\(""olilhic Ilim\\ork, til(' UpU'1 Imnk malt'rial. p«l'lulal('d as lx:ill~ on the UUlt,( 
l'd~I' of IllI" clilrh. hnuld haw -.(.'al('d '>0111(" :\('olithi( flinl\\Ork. I"Iw I·Xf.l\".Hion locate-d jU'il OIl(' :"('olithi(" 
1'11'( I \\ ithin .J tn. of tilt.' lip of Ihc elilell. out an'a nmlaillill,( 15 t'arh pit·(·(,\. 

On tilt oLi1l'r h<md, if both barro\\ datt'd from litt· :\t'olitillf. llll" \aml' dinc-rt'ncc in rt'dqxhilinn 
\\ould m·(·d IU Oc' ('xplailwd but in rrnr'\(." j" it lil,a'l~ thaI f<-.lIun· 1:l0 ,hould comain flO de-bita~(' 
wl1lt'mpor.lry \\ilh ib ("ollSlnlelion in iL\ Im\('r I.aH'N? SU( han absrnct would, of course. 1:)(' po ... iblf', 
t'\ ('n quit(· Iikd~. in ,Ill an'(I "hl're- Hilll was '\('arn' O( \\;t\ ,rldom nploit('d. In this cast" ;'\t'olithi( 
flintwork i\ ("(lInmon in lhe 100.a lit~ 3." a b'.l("kWlJund "l·,UU·r. and <.;onU' dl'p()~itiollal anivitirs Illi~ht bc.' 
t"pc'cted durill~ tht· c'ady yc-at"i of a O1Otllllllt'lIt\ ('x;"(('II('(' Indt'j'd, it is the Bronze '\~t" backwound 
f1il1l\\ork "hidl i\ .,IN·1l1 and \\hi("h \ ... a.\ not .I\"<tilablr to Iwcomc' illcorpor;ue-d accide-Iltally inlo tht 
Im\ t'l fill of.l hT ... hh ("ul ditch 

It I'('nl~ ... o01I·\\h.\I ironic to ronciud(' llMllhl' !i·.Hurt' \\;th tht' onl~ Smilie' .\~t' matt"fi.ll ofthl" \\-holt­
ilt·, Ii.-ature· 1 no. mil\" in fan datt' from Iht, ;'\I'oillhir v. hilt- lht, (t',lIun' \\ illl nnulinJ:!; but rcdt'pmiu'd 

\It· ... olithit m,u('rial in ib, 10\\("1 la~{,N. (eature' I:.W. "(TIlH to <I,U(' from tht· Bremzt'" .\gl·. "111(, ("ondu~ion 
h 1(·nl.HI\(', hUI.l number of pi('("('''' oftin'ulll'''I,lIltial c'\idt'!ln' (',111 bt· brnue;ht into pla~ to support thi. .. 
'1I~(, linn. 

I"IU' h ..... 1 i~ tl1l' cli[n('nn' in the l"OINnloiOIl II·thl11(IUC' of lilt.' t\\O ft·.Hun .... on(' de-('p. "t('cp""'lci("d 
.mel n.ll botloln(·d. mc' U1hl'r "hallo\'ic'r .. mel of hruada proporli(ln~. Ill(' \('cond i thr tr,Hi~phi( 
loc.ltion of tlU' Hrnnu' .\~(' '~quare flakt' dt'po~il, h.dt\\,I~ up tilt" filling of ditch 100. \nOU1(,f i UlI' 
intact n.lIun' of "\"('n Iht, mO"1 \'ulntTabk ,'d~t·~ 01 lhl' .'\r"olilhir flak(' in lht' lo\\t'r la)('(!1 of 100. f"d~{ 
\\hich \\ould IX" t'xpt't"t('<I 10 ~ho\ ... daIll<le;1' tr.tlt·~ hi.ld Ihe') 1)("('11 ubjt'('INI to "i~ificant 1n00t'mrn( or 
trampling on a urtlCl'" prior 10 elt'po ... ition . Rd1ltin~ of Ihi. mat('ri.t1 (rom 100 10\\"('( \\oul«l haH" 

II ("fluid 1.1(' u~,· ... led Ihat till' '\f'olilhi( m.ttfTL.ll \\.l ... nlllf' prnlif)(' in .1 1lf()Jl.ft' -"Ii!;f' piuURh\oil. h.l\.llll{ hnn 
dra\\1l prrfrrt"nti.dh illln mr plouv;hl.onr ib a rt"iult "I' twinv; !'>I'IMrall'd wni(',III) from Ih(' ~h.''>Olithlt nl.tt('ri.ll in a 
dtHlnping slIil pruhl,' In thi~ '<:t'nano, mI' :\('nlilhk m.lU'rial ma\ ha\(' 1X'('n rrn1()\(·d durin~ topsoil ~lrippina:, or 
laIr-rAlly lrall pnnrd iI\· ploUli!;hilll{, JC'd\"inv; hull- of thi m.Uf"nal 10 hnd its \,a) to the subsoil urf.t('rl ht' Jail uf 
idnltih.lblt, pICluv;ll'loil in rlth('r lo\\('r diu h. hm.\f·\fl, and thr IMIMI t'"\irlrnn" Irum mr \\ trm an-a MIV;1{t' lin~ Ihal 
Ihr 'rOlllhl( mat('rt.ll \\-a, thrtr nmC{"fltrdlrd to tllt north .. f tllr haml~ ratllf"T than adj.u.'rm to lh(·IIl. \""igh 
.t1t.1I1l 1 tht; \CI'lIano. 
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bol,lt"rC'C1 the' t emt lu .. iOlI ... but the c IOM"st (0 a (on join \\d a ('hip and a uimmmg OakI' \\ hlCh \\('rl' ~) 
(Im(' in In:tllrt and appcarann UM! unl~ .l in~k ilH<'nm'di,ltc, Halo;(' probably -.c:paratcd th,"m. 

l ilt' la·;( pic", c· uf (ircum .. tamial c', i(kl11 c· i'l thai aJlo\\ in~ one of the barro'" (0 datI" from the "tolithi,­
n1.l~ Ill.tke· .... ·n.,,· of tilt' ah'<l1cc" of C"<.lIltl·l1ll)()ra~ ;:'ni\it~ .llun~idt· the other, Bronze ~c. bOlITO" II 
lilt" pre' cnn' of the' "arlier monunlC'll( mark('d lh~ 1(K.·alit~ nut .t ... one' of -.nnw ,(It.-(ia] 11.1IUI"(". Ilwn it 
Wi((·I.ILioll b\ lilt' (n".llion of.1 nt'\\ buri.d mOI1Uml"nl in tht· Brlllu(' .\ gc', 111 a IOfaJity UUWI"\\i (" UllU c'd 
.11 til(' lilllt'. rna, ("plain UW <111-.('n((" of Hronn" . \ ~(' l1int\\urk fllhn Ihan the remarkahll' 'squarr- flakc" 
dq>o ... il ,\-hid) had b{TIi plan'd in the' ditch Ill' lht ori~lIal mOIlUm('lll at iL't dfJ~1 roalH w lIlI' lit \\ 

I lllH)Ullll'nt, 

(.a/al~'"1f oj,II'"lra/(d jlm/ 

1 ~1I1" IKI\t4 gl.I(l.Il bl.lck ,ho"inlr,J: punnii'lml bun 120,'B, 1 Sl 2<1-), 
2, \ " nulich l '/S, SI II 
1. \ 11. rolilh 110/DI2, Sf 125. 
I \Ii(wluh, I:.!O/H/.!, Sf ,191 
') \lil mlith 1101 Of 2, Sf 11 1 
b \ Iic-n,lilh L IS Sf 32, 
7. \ Ikmlith, l '/S, Sf b, 
fI \liufllilh 100/ \lb, Sf 153, 
q. \h'snlithic !ur~ I.lhlet rt'ju\('nalinn Hal.l' lIS "iI'll 
Ill, LlrI) ptl"l-gl.ltial rolpcr_l'/S, Sf ,')01 
11 Larl) prl .. t-~Ia( ial wrI"/burin, 120/(./2, SI 371 
Il. ~lt~lithi< <00< v,o","g b;polac lIak," •. 1IK)ll)ll. SI IM7. 
J:J, \ Ic-.. olithil ("or(" on a Uake, 100/ \ /:1, Sf I:.?:i, 
14 .\h-'WIIiUlk bon-r. 120/DI2, Sf ~JOI 
1."1 .I\rolith ic (lnted blade JlX)/H/I't Sf :H7 
Ib :\mlithi( douh!l-"c.'ndt'd scT.tper_ IOU/BIlO, Sf :l'lJ 
I " E .• rI) po t-J,: IMi.tl flake n'-"orkt'd ..1\ .1 hnn'l 111\'("1"(' rf"lf)u( It 1 III, throuI{h ,ortl(ation. l /S Iron \1.:(') Sf HI 
18 EM" posl"~I.ld.11 ilakr rt"-\\{)rkr-d .1\ ,I "<r.lpn 100/ 11 /1 111 m ' \ ~{" Sf 172 

I HE III \ 1.' '''' BO"f. b, \.'\GEI.' BOYl.E 

/lmrrnl J{j(j 

I i\f' m.11I n~mali .. n pu,;, "ere IO('cll("d ju t "ilhll1 th(' MllIlh-I'.N ~dg(' (II harro\\ IOU, I hr('{' 01 Iht,'-I' lin. 101 .11 1 
111 nmtainnl d ... ar nid"'!la' of ('rrmalion unl~ and of huntin\(_ 11('1 k., (lJ I h.tn'oal and wnw pot .. Iwrd "l'rC' Jlr~!>('111 
111 lUI .lhhnul{h .1Ii,'r i(,\-'lng no hWl\anl:xm(""," fuund to be- prrsrnt in thloj d ... p()~it, Sub tamial.lln(Junt, ()I, iMHoal 
.mel burnt ",)()(I drnH'd from pit 102, \ sixlh lIrT1.d.1l pit. lOCo "'.l I"('<tl("ti "1111l1l rnt" "" ({'m pd.O 01 Iht" b.lrm\\ It 
"a~ nOI ('('oainh i(it-nuht"d a, d ('r('mation pit 1~'I.IUte it suf1i'rrd l'OIl icl ... r.,h\t" m.l.-hin(" darT1.lJ.;e anti appe·.m·d IU 
lontain ()nh nt'! k~ or thanoal dnd a .. m,LlI qUd.lltil) 01 lia~nt"llIolr. PClUt"r., r"U fral(111t'nu of tompktt'l~ ('.til inC'd 
1~)Jlf' "('i(,(llIng Ins than I ~, and .1 )ll("( c' 01 hrt'd (Ia\ "('1(' ff'('()'I-('It"d jium i('\ III~, "'h(" largrr pi<"CI' "I' bo-lIl<' m(,,1 Iln"J 

:; mm n<'itht'r".1; idrntifial,/e. 
I hr nllllt"nb of t"Mh of th(" rl"mdinin~ r('alur(' "I"r(' ,i ... \rcl and ,I \('r\- ~nl.lll "t'I~ht or hurnt bun(' f('( ()\t'r('d_ In 

",I(h ('.IV' th,' mdtl'fiaJ d('riH'd from difTrf"t'1l1 I.I\-('r'o \\ilhin lilt" It-atuII-.1 \\f·II;h from \\ilhin Iht" urns thrIlN·I .... c', 
\\111'1(' urn~ \\C'r,' pfc'-.t'nt I lo\\{'\-('r, ~"(,u tlu- d,'v;rt'f' 01 moll hint' damagt" and til(' "ntall qu.mlitit, of bone' n'ul\c'n'c! 

thc'l!' i~ lill ie I{'a.~on 10 1X'lien' that th(", rq)r('~111 di'ltiml dq>o it, (If mort· lhan Ollt' indi'l-idu.u. 
D"pmil In] \'\o'(' i ~hetl approxim a te!) :; 1.1; •• lIld IrilWll('nb ..... (·rt" jl;t'III'r,llh' vt'r. ,m,ill, lilt' ian.:t',( n1('a'Unll~ ') mm 

\ 11 "{'n' whill' illld \\l'1I cait: illed, Tnt" I'rU\\ 1l ()f.1 100lh, proh.lhl" 'Uh.lduh, ,\a~ lh(" only Idclltiilablt- h.)IIc' 
Dc'"mil IU I difTt'rt"d "ul) in 1Il(' prt":o;('Il(T 01 a quanti" oj proh,lhlc' 'PWI' dl·bri, 1~lon(' fhan'o.al and, hdl \ !{ain 

fr.l~n('nt "('n° maJl. thr 1.u~I' I m('.I~urinR' b mill, \\hi'" .mel \\t·1I (,lllint"d, OnC' rra.'tnwnt wa, (,Cllotlrt"d blui h"hl.ad • 
• lIld na'> bc-cil IC'ntalivC"h id("ntifl.'d a!lo a ?,d~ I.U ph.li.an(,(,· 

l :h'po it III ,ollt.linc·d rholno.;LI. ~hrll and approxinl,ltc" I") ltol~nf'nt" u\ honr "II ,.)Iuurrd "hi,,· .md \\nl{hmt: 
Ic' s than:.? 1(_ file' I,II"gI'S1 pit'(-e tnt'.L: urLn~ q nun ..... ol.'1 ("1(' rpuon.11 
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OC'po$it 102 produced charcoal and five' fragmenlS of whit(' and \\-ell cakinro bone. Jdenufl."1ble pie('("; included 
~ilJle $kull vault and pan of a tooth (TU\\.'T1. Althouf!;h lhr ~,ible \kuU \.lult appcartO \N) thin and th('~r()fr 
pt'rhaps indiC"atl\(' of a \oun~r pt'rwn. no .1UC"mpt .... <lJl made to ~ign agt" 1xc.au.W' of the" 1ii1:C' of the fragmt'llt and 
uncertain identification 

\pproxUnateiy 71 !it- of CTr'mated hour \\oil! rttoverro from conttxt InO!. \/1. one of the K'ction rut acrou the 
barrow. rhe bone ran~ in colour from .... hit(' through to Ir-d~('nl:i with a blui.~h-black conex dJld mcrt'fort' not 
~ub<.I.alllially bunn. The larg«t pircr m('a!lurrd 36 mm Ihoul(h tht' majority aVl"raQ;cd 10 mm. in length. lllb ITl.J.tcrial 
.... as ll';()('ialed with a quantity of animal bonl". 

Barrou' 120 

B31TOW 120 containt"d two ('('nainl), identified nematiOn5. A s.mall Collared Lm, 116 was ploJcrd to ..... ard, the nonh· 
ea.~t end of a large pit 124 which was loe .lIed in !.he soUlh-('a~t quadraru of thr barrow, Whtn thr roment!; of thr­
um wt'rt' ,i('l.-w. 2 g. of tiny burnt bone frA~t'nu, 2 mm. in Ic:nl{th, ~ere rt"cO\t'rro a1on~ \\ilh \.Orne p~Tt' dl·hri.,. 
Th(' ven' fra~entary remam5 of a J'O" ibll'" premolar and an unidentifitd loolh crown had urvjvt'd. Pit 123 lay ju,t 
in'l'ide the ditch on tht ..auth-~est side. It ~as badly ~d durin~ machinin~ and cOn!ainM only charcoaJ a.nd 
one unbumt fragmen! of bone measuring 6 mm. which wa.~ not certainly idtntifit·d as human. \ numlxr of('cti(ln~ 
',«'n" cut a('ro'i.~ the barrow ditch and onc plcce of bone Wa3 r('co\"eroo from IlO/L. It wa. .. probably pan ofa lon~ 
bone s.haft, not cxcessively burnt and me:-oUuring 17 mm. 

A ~m.ul quantit)' of cr('mated bonr w('i~hing I than I g. ~as rt"co\"t'rtd from layer 110/(., ,\.II of the material 
""as whitt" and ""ell caJcinro; the la~sl fra~ent mCa!ourro 3b mm. 

DUCUHwn 

ReI;tli\"t'ly liule can be said about thill ~mall a~~t"mblagt of bone .• \lthough clt'po,it 100/A/ I aCCOUnL'i lor approxim.uth 
71 g. of tht" total. the I'")[ct"ptionally 'I11\a1l ';2(' of the fragm<'IlL'Ii reduces IhC'ir utilit). Th("IT IS limilro ('I.·idenc(' for 
difft'rt"ntial burning in thb dC'posit but 1M i5 ~;thin tht nonnal ran~ of variation for on(' indn.;dual. Without an)' 
diaf{lloSlic boues it is impos:.ible (0 speculate on tht numbrr of indi\;duals or Iheir '\('x. '[be cntin: collection could 
('a.~ily belong to one indi\'idual or the:- much denuded remain, of a number of distinct crt"matiom. 

THI:. ,\:\"I~IAL BO~L by BOB \"'ILSO~ 

A ~mall collection of identifiable bonn ""as recovered. chieR) from the barrOM 100, 1201 and ent!Oliure ditch 121 
Onl) a (,\'0 identifiable boues came from It-atures J 15. 117 and 123. ~Iost boll('s w('re in poor <,oudition, difficult to 
identify, .md mainly consistr-d of hundreds of small nr-wly broken and unidentifiable fragment~, panicularly thoM' 
from 117/B. 

TABLE 6, fRAG~IIXI FREQCF~\;C\' at BONES IN FF.' TCRES 

Fealurt ."\0. 100 112 115 117 120 121 123 rota! 

Cattlt 21 6 5 10 12 
Sh"", 10 I 1·1 
Pi~ 4 I I R 
Ho"," I I 2 
Red Dt"er I3+A 2 2 17+A 

Subtotdl 48+.\ 6 13 14 83+A 

Unid("nt. 29-1 4 8 c.389 188 104 12 9'l9 

TOIal 342+.'\ 4 9 395 201 118 13 1083 

Bumt Fra~. 2 3 .5 

A = antler 



H2 

Rc sulu nl idrntifi. alii)" aJ(" gi\'('11 in l"aLlt b. Gual, TOt' drer dod durochs wert" nOI idemified allhou~h lht" first 
\\\" 11ld.~ I.x- pr("'Stnt in the coU("t tion. Horv is rt'prC'Ylllrd b~ 1"'0 inclsor tfflh. Rrd df't'r ~ over rc-prf"\l'm«l amont; 
thl" Id,"ntih.lhl,' hUll" 'me(' thn include ('i'l:ht tna.,-illal) Ir('th from tht- 1aITlt' cranium. 

-nit' ((IU,,( linn dpprarf'd r('laUH" ho~nrou III pt"CH'S cnmpo",ilkm throu~out tht' fealuJ"M, C"SIX'CWJ~ lh(' 
11'1.111\"1"1\ (ommon (lccurrt'n((" of drn bonn thmul(houl the ft"aturf' I«uon up to 50 m. apan. Thu tilt cnUf'('tion 
I uuld 1)1:' rt'I(.lrrird d d ,in~(' a. ... wmhl.l~ allhoul(h it probahl., 3CTumul.urd in a Iluml.x-r of ~i~! as ~iattd ",ilh 
1111" inlillin~ (II the ~lll'c("siH" 1i:.llurt' o\"("r man, 'fC',IN. 

I he- bonc" III-.Irl\ rcpr('st'nI ou upatioll ddms of -.um(' kind atld prl:Sumabl~ it wa~ dCpo"itcd monty ~um,.quem 
III llw dilO{illl.: 01 lilt" barTO .... "_ h\t, burnt rra~nt'nu pnhap!i art' wnnt'«t'd ~ith tht' prcS('IlCC' of tht' crcntation . :\11 
IXKh parh n[ .ulllnal~ appt'ar Tt'prnotntt"d amnllj{ tht' IxmC' ... and thu both butchcr)' and food con'\umptiun ""aslt' 
.lppt·.If prt'~l1t, Po ibh, a ~ltkmc'ntla, dtW' h, but altt'm.lti\'d~ IhC" hont' ""a'ic is t"xplained by cCTctncmiill tou,>ump" 
tioll 01 [()lid <10'-(' III ,hC" barro"", 

LIt('n ,lIIimah induded young indi\'idual.!o il!) \',tJl a~ tlirly malun' ont'~ hUI th('ft' is imulTicit'nt evidClwt' lor ~lauRh­
tC'ril1~ IMltc-rm to 1)(' delennincd, Sf,'xiuR of t11(' pel\'("5 indiratt'd tht" pn'\t'llc(' of a cow, an inllnalUft" hulI/~It't'T and 
.1 hind of n·d ekc'r Ira~('nt .. of a ht'd .1IulN I)f OJ )onun,!: Tro d("t'T 1.1~ OCCUIT('d in 100/\/6, 

\lthnu'th inllatt'd b~ one gwup of tcC'th, thc hiR;h rdali\(' abund.ul(·C of dt't'T bont'S among the idt'nulit'd bon{'~ 
n c B-1 inclic all" that \hdlt'onl{ "u(Jciland wa~ a ,i~ilic.lm compon("1lt of the lambcapc, ct'rtainly to a ~(';lltr ("(ttlll 

th,m Mound ~1"()lilhi( and BronLI' \/0;("" ,itt'lio alunK Ihl" main Thamt' OH'T channd~ to thC" SQulh aud W("SI. I ht' 
'I·I.I1I\l"ly hilth prnponic)Il of catlk h()n('~ n('('d not 1)(' in("oll\i.!ott'nl \\ilh tht pTrS('n("(' nf !>Omt' woodland .I~ (.lIIlt ' .. t'n' 
prohably both bra""''"'' and ~/t'n in thr l'ppn rh.unt's '-alln: dunll~ tilt' :'\rolithu. tc1 and Ihi~ miltht \\,f'1I ha\"l" 
IlIlIlinut'd intu thr Hrom:t' _\gt' in 11"s..~ frrqut'nt('d ar('.u. r~th('r lil(, prrcenta~ of all ~pecies bOIlI'"" indicatl'" a 
hlnl..nl and mixed land""apl" of "oodland. ~rub and gra pastUlT, thC" aH('a~~ 01 ""hi.-h aTt' diffiruh til Nlimate-

( II\RCO,\I. (.11 \RRW PI,"I Rf.\1.\I'" \'1) \IOU,LS( \ 

rhf' 'lampit's \',t"rC" pT()(t',,-.;('d lbing Iht" ~tandatd nlt'thud\ ,\lid the- rt'l>ultin$l; nou W1"T1" ....:-.mnt'd for charroal. charrt'd 
plant rt'mains and mollusca b~ Or. ~I Rohin\On. Tht" \irld fmm tile' amplt's WaJ. 2;rnt'rally "l.t'l) 10", and lilt', did 
nul muit oUl) funht"r anaJ~~is_ 'Ilu- 101l0wil12; l\ h.u('d nn Or. Ruhlllt;QIl'S ickntiflcations Chan'oaJ \\a.!o Tt'CO'C'Tt'd 
lrom lht' fnllu",ing (Olllrxts: 100/,\1'1, lfW)/B/lO .. ll, I()U/E./9, lUI 1021813, lOt, 112, IIUSn, 110/812 and 
12U/En. Spc("i(-\ id('ntified indu(kd oak Q!urfUI), po ,ihlt \10(' Imlll JpmQsa and hal.d/aldt'T C.oryluIiAlnul). ~Iu(h 
of till' charw;ll \\,\~ Iwavily COml11inull'C1. A fral{llWrll of CTtmalrd hOlU' was identifit'd from conu'xt 100/1\1\ Snail 
,hl% trpical nt I)ptll habitats \\'t'rr T('W't'rcd from mn(('xl~ InO/C/CI, 103/ A, I a·lIBI I, I J 4/3 and 110/E/2, Sl)('cil'~ 
idt'lllifird im lu(k I 'aHoma ~p. IsOnll'xt 11413 • Inchla Impuin gpo 114 nand (.1xua sp. IOO/C/9;, Othl"T rharrt'd planl 
It-maUl \\t"Tr \t'l)' p.tN'. hUI .. 1>0' iblt' Iu~r \\.t, t'('(o\f"rl'"d [rom (lllIlnt 1011B12 and a 1l;T<l!>' tulX'T. p()s~ibl)- or 
I"hmatlrnum riahul onion couch Wd~ TrcO\(,T('d from 101I1t'xt IO~I/H/2. 

DISCUSSION 

I he earlie .... t t'\·idcnce of ani\-it) compri .... t.'d finds of ~ksolilhic and ~eolilhic Aintwork. \"ithin 
til(' .lrea e\'aluatrd, the :'\eolilhir mat('fial ,...-a,,; conc(,l1lralrd w\l,:ards the higher ground to the 
Ilorth of lilt' barrows, while the ~Iesolithi(' material f<>nlll'd a more even scatter m'er Llll' whole 
~lrf'.l. \ pha,C' of tree clearance rna\-" I~ indie-alcd b) till' pn:sencC' of tree .. throw hol('s with 
('harroal in them in t\\o of the ("\'alu3tion tr('Il('h('s althou~h this acth;ty remain\ undau.'d_ .\ 
number of .. herds of Peterborough \ \' an> pottery Fig, 12, JJ9 .. 10, 121 located within th(" fill of 
harrO\\ 120 and a redeposited sherd in 121 (Fig. 12, P18, wert' the only other finds of prr· 
Bronz(' • \ gr datt" while rt'depositcd Bt'aker shnds may also prr .. clate lhe barrow .... No firml) 
datable fl'atur('s of cOIT('spondin~ly l>arl~ datI.' \Vert" found. though there is some su.sz:gestion 
li'om the.' Oilll as,cmblagr that barrow 100 may be of :\('olithic datC'.~' 

.\1 Roilln .... u and R. \\ihon. '\ Sun.~ 01 I.u\lrcmm('nt.ll \ nh,lt-u\Ujl;\ ill the- South '\1!d1alUl~' in lIe \I 
1\.1"'("ln ('d "Jrr'lI01rlMl1lll_h(~ 4 Tf{Wru1/ rmfIl il 11IHj B 7 

\ Bnmn_ in Ihi rt'pon 
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Ho\O.'('\'cr. :"rolithic monuments lend to be du~ in !K'~enl.!; and Beaker barrows are [n°· 

qu('nuy of much Oimaller diameter, approximately 10 m. Given the fonn and profile of the 
barro" ditchc\ an early Bronze Age date '\ecm~ likrly ilOd this type of barrow can be readil~ 
parallelt."d ",,;thin the re~on'" The differences betwrcn the ditch profiles may be explained 
by differential truncation. :'\Ol'withslandin~ Dr. Bro\,.11\ su~geslions abo,'c, on balance lht'" 
::S:Colilhic flint ~. embla~ from barrow 100 thu!. ('em, more likely to be redep(hited. Th(' 
("xl!!olcnc(' of the c barrowl) was prevlotl,ly only known from aerial photography and no trace 
of up'landing eanh\\.:orb wa'\ recorded at the lime or eXC3\'3tion. :\'0 c\;dencr for associau'd 
earthworks or old land surfaces was [ound during tlw excavation. The location of the Tron 
.\ql' rndo~ure would sug{{est that any mound or bank ib~ociated \\'ilh barrow 120 \\'35 largt"ly 
erodt'd at the tUne that it was dug. 

'\0 e\'idenf(, for a c('ntraJ primary burial was found in either barrow. This need not b(' 
surprThing :especialiy considering the extensin~ ploue;h dama~e to tht" site) as barro\,"s \\;thou{ 
central burials are ktl0\\1l from excavation, for exam pit, barrow 13 at Radley and barrows I, 
2 and 4 at Stanton Harcourt." Examplcs of barrows without central burials, t"H>n wherc 
mound:, " .. ·cre "itill extant at the time of excavation, include Port('''iham. Dorset.'· Pig-golt 1\ 

argued that su('h ~\ lack of central primary burial may Ix- used as ('vidence that the ori¢.nal 
d<'po!)ition, either of inhumation or cremation, was laid upon the ~ound surface rather than 
bring interred in a gra\'c and that it has thus been more exposed to destruction by later 
a~iculLUral acti\;t\.* 

riw cainl \ ..... ithin barrow 120 may haH' been a relati\-e1y early t'omtruClion. Therr is, how­
evcr, no datin~ evidence for thLo;; deposit. . \Ithou~h s("condary cairns are known from eXf3-
vation. for examplr at :"'larshfield.4 7 Burn Ground. Cllm. II' and the Rollright SLOnes,",) these 
cairn~ han" tended to be construCled upon the grollnd 'iurface on the periphery of existing 
barrows, wherea.') the cairn at ~Ierton app<"ars to haH" been constructed within a large shalla\\-' 
pit dug imo the naturaJ cornbrash. The re~ulting waste material may have been used in the 
construction of the mound itself. The \"('1")' weathered nature of the pit may su~esl that it 
had been left oprn for some lime prior to the construction of the cairn and its final filling. 
I n the abscnct' of any evidrnn" relatin~ to the original form of the monwnenl it is impossible 
to dl"duce the rrlationship of the cairn to the barrO\\-' it~elf or 10 any earthwork or ~tonc-built 
mound which ma~ ha\'c Cxi~lt"d in antiquity. In the t'xamples fited abO\'e, and in particular 
at Burn Ground,' it ..... rut noted that matt'rial from the ori~nal mound was utilized in the 
construction of the secondary cairn, and the necessity at ~I erton LO excavate a hollow prior 
to the construction of the cairn may pO'isibly be used to inf("f that the barrow did not ori~nal1y 
have a mound. or if it did. that its construction was later, 

' Ibe deposit of ! I Hakes within the middle fill of barrO\\ 100 i of some interest given th(" 

t~ 8.uday, (Ora\ olnd Lamhrirk. (lp. cit, nott' :Ji' Bareia\ and Iialpm. lip, rit nOlt· 17 
., Bart'la)' and II.llpm. up. cit. nOIt' 17; :\ 11.unIiJl. 'Lxca\alion of Rin~ DitrhM dod other Slit" .at Stanton H.lr­

coun', OlCtNrlmruJ. xxviii 19631• 1 19 
.. M\\' Thompwn iUld P .'\!shbr(', 'bccavdtion uf a H.trf"Ow O('M the' lIardy MOllunl('nt. Black Oo""n. Pon('~ham. 

I)UI"('(, /'roc. PrrlWt.\<J(, 13 1957, 12+ 36. 
t C.\I PiltR;0tt. 'Lxcavauon of Finet'n Bam)\', in th(':\t'Y. For(' I 11ll! 2'. Ptl)(. Itthut. SO{ q 1943;. I 17 
• WG Simp"IfI, • \ Barrow C(·mt't('r..- of Ihf' Sec nnd ~Iilknnium BC at I "lIinl{1,on. Lincoln_~hirf''' Prot Itrlull 

Iklt \2 1976), 21S '\9 
t G, L. Geuin . 1-1 -ra\ lor and L \ ' Grinsdl. rhl' \Ia .... hfidd 8.IITnW ' Tranr. RnJWi ami GiJJJ .. ITCh . . w, 72 J9'd 

'27 R, Fi~. 3 . 
.. W I' Grime-I, f;utwatwJ.I (In IN(nut S'''J /939 is, r mqmJ., \fohtllu tJNi BrOll;.,t . I ~ n960), 101. Fill;. lO 
~ 1..lmbrid,;. up_ rit nOle 24, 72. Fi~. -t-8 and SO. 
\0 Grinl<"S, op_ nl note'.f-8 
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similaril} of the pieces. the large- siz(" of the fiakr-s and the regularity \\<;th which they end in 
<.1 hin~e fracture, technicaUy a fairl} difficult feature (0 produce consistently Fig. 14. It is 
difficult to \ec any funclion for the .. e flakes although the hinq-e fracture is such a common 
CKTUrTrnrf' that any function may have been linked \\.;th this part of the anefacts. I ( 1.0; al ... o 
possible IIwy \verc nc\"er intended for use other than depo.!:.ition \,,;thin the barrow ditch. 
X-licrmvear ana1ysis of the flakes may provide further information about any pos ible fUntlion 
or funt"tion-i. rhe cores from which these flakes \\-t'r(" struck would be "erv dislinctiH' as ,."ould 
anv artefact .. made on the blanks. 

" red deer anuer was recovered frolll 100/A/6 at approximately the same depth as the 
flake deposil. The presence of deliberate depo!;iLS within barrow ditches has been recorded al 

other sites, for example RacUey,~' and underline!; Lhe importance of excavating a sufTifient 
proportion of such monuments. The material \ .... iLhin u1e barrow ditches seems to havt' been 
abraded and \,>om; many of the pOLLer), sherds are n'ry small and seem to ha\'e derived from 
surtace scancrs. 

No ob,;ous pyre site was located although two pits (112 and I 13) showed signs of burning­
and produced quantities of ash. An area of buming \"\-'as abo recorded around pit 123 within 
barrow 120. Both of these features wrn: located to the south of barrow 100 away from the 
c:remation deposits. Two substantial pieces of charred \\'ood were recO\'ered from the lower 
fills of the ditch and are of some interest. These pieces may represent parts of the cremation 
p}TeS which were not fully burnt and were subsequently deposited in the ditch. These pits, 
the area of burning and the charred timbers from the ditch may be the slight remains of the 
pyre sites a .. "OCiated \\.;th the cremation deposib. The location of one of the timbers II OO/E/ 
9 within two metres of the concentration of cft'mation deposits perhaps lends weight to this 
inlerpretation. 

The recovery of a possible tuber and a grass tuber from two of u1e cremations is of interest. 
\t other siles in the region where these tubers havr been found it has been suggested that 

they may represent tinder for the cremation pyres or bedding for the corpse prior to (rem. 
ation. 2 E\'idence for pyre ~ites is generally quite slender but from ethnographic e\'idrnce the 
structure of pyres can be suggested.S

] The extensive ("xcavations at u1e Linear barrow cemrtery 
al RadJey produced some ("vidence for pyre sites preserved under only some of the mounds, 
perhaps su~esting that there may be some spatial segregation of these activities or that not 
all p)"Te sites subsequently had mounds placed over them. H Two of the cremation ums PI 
and P2, Fig. II have been refired and it seem~ likely that these pots wcre included in th(> 
pyre during the cremation. 

Due to the lack of any stratigraphic relationships, the datin~ of the cremation deposil'i 
rc:-Iati"e to the barrow is problematical, though their "icing at the perimeter of the enclosed 
area su~es13 that they are seconda~ and their ",iting may respect an extant mound .. l"hr 
concentration of secondary cremation burials within the south·eastem quadrant of ring ditches 
and round barrows is a characteristic thal has long been recognised)S and has been notrd 
more recently with specific reference to barrows of the De\·cn'I·Rimbury tradition. 

Hardayand Halpin, op. de not~ 17, 'Discussion' 
L. l\loflru, 'The Prehi5toric UI(' of Plant R(,'K)urce~·. in Barclay and Halpin, op. cit. not(, 17. 
J. McKinley summari.'St"s the main points whkh ~mergt" from a study or ('thnographic Hemation pra("li('t"~. \ 

tTi ... ,-cross P}Tt" stru('tur~, corutruw:d of Iatg(' timbers \I. ith ,m<lller t",igs dnd wood infill, S('~m!l to be uni\'~nal: J 
~IcKinky, '/k .lngJo-Saxon ~tny at Spong 11,11, \imh F.lmham. part rot: T1rL (:rmtllbo~ East An!l;lian Archar(llog) 69, 
1~14 1, 80 I 

'>1 Ban'lay .md Halpin, op. cit. note 17. 

W Gret'lmcU. Bribslt &nou.s.' a rtami of IN nLlMlMtUm oj ''fJUHIQ/ mowuI.. UI '6nottS pam of F"'llmui 1877 12 11. 
P . \shber. TN B,~r Aq /JamJu m BnI4U1 1 <M:iO. 84 
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1l11' di. .. nt'tr (Tt'ITIalions \\(ore repr~("nl("d by \t'T) .. mall quanlilic.'s of bone- It has bern 
"hown, from ()b~lyaUOTh undenaken at modern Cfrmatoria. that the- quantity of bone reco­
n'red from a modem adult is oc{\\ ct'n 1.600 g. 3.600 'to dependent upon the indi\;dual, the 
aVl'ra~e be-inK ~\pproximalCI) 3.000 ~. ' CH'n allowing for the ob,;ous differences betwern 
anric,nt and modem cremation proc(· .... t''i· and lakin~ into ~Kcount the dc'tfce of disturbanct" 
app.ln;"nt. lilt' C'xn'plionally ,mall quamilir .. of lx>n(' n'ro\"(:red suggf'Sl that lhe~ depo .. ib COI1-

stituu' tht· partial dt"po",ition of the cn'maled indi,"idual s. 1100 .... ('\"cr. due to tht" extremC'lv 
rra~nll"ntary nature of tht" bone a"'i("mhla~e. and the.' ~mi.lll number of indi"idual cremation 
dc.'(>,J .. iu; (onn.'mcd, any ana1~s~ to e1ucid,ue mortuary pranire or e\'('n the number of indi\'id­
uilh n·prt:o.l'l1ll·d i~ nm p<hsible, 

The "itin~ of the two barrows S("t~l11~ to h.l\'e bf'en dc-liberal('. The pairing of barro\,"'s can 
bl' :o.lTn through om the re~on. for example barrow" 12 .md 13 at Radley; examples of paired 
IMIT()W'i ha\'(" ab.o b("('n ('xca\'aled at .\...,Iwillc.' and Rollright. " Some of these may be the 
n'mnants of larger barrow cemetrril'" although others s("eIn to ha\'e been deliberately paired 
or isol.uccl.60 ' I'he I(Kation of the barrow.., may reflect earlier knowledg-e of the area, The ~ite 
Wi.h ob\iousl) a fa\'ouf('d location <l.It it \\il\ u\("d inte-nniuc:nuy Irom the ~resolithic to tht Iron 

' \1('"" 
Lllt'r prehbtoril' 'lctl\-it) on the sitl" is aur..,ted to by til(" enclosure ditch 121 which cub 

both Lilt' nurtl1l'm b~lrr()\\ 120 and till' pit 12-t- within it. 'rhe endosure ditch };e1ded "e\'('ral 
.. 1lt'r(1-. ur middl(" ,md late Lron Age poHl"ry . .\, has oc('n noted abo\'e. pit 115 within barrow 
100 has 1\ profile Chllfj,\Clt'rislk of Iron ;\1{e storage pib and may be contemporary with and 
rdatcd to t'ndo:>.ure ditch 121.10 the' ah .. enft; OLUl), diagnostic find .. from the pit fills, positi\'r 
(,onfirmation of thi\ \\a~ not po""iblt", 

From tht> 10\\ dcmit)' of i;ut'r prehistorir lealUrr:>. and find., it i., possibl~ to infer that occu­
pation and utili"~\ljon of the sitf' durin~ this period \\ as of a limited ('Xll'nt and nature. Taking­
into a('count th(' proximity of tht.' Iron ,\~e arti\'ity to th(" rin'r Ray to the "outh-east and it:>. 
asscKiatt.'d floodplainl it may pt"rhap~ be- suggested that th~ occupation took the fonn of sea­
.,onal pastOl'al acti\'ity .,imihlT in nature to that rl'cognis('d on lh~ Thames noodplain at Porl 
~lt-adow! and Fannoor, Thc endo,\urr dill'h p<'rhap\ f('preSt'nl"; a small stock enciosur(' 
.lssol'i;\lcd with some form of small scaJe domt'stic "ClU(,ITIcnt not apparent [rom aerial pho­
tograph) and probably I~lrgdy lost to quarrying artivity prior to the archaeological investi­
~ation Lo('all~ Iron .\g(' activity is Itpa ..... t· ,md hi-tit r("cenliy bC.'f'n 'tummarised by BOOlh." 

rill' fieldwork, subsequent po.,t-exca\'ation dl1i.\)).,is and publication \ .... ere funded by 'ir Alfrrd 
~1('.\lpinr Construnion Ltd, In panicular John Dri\'er i .. lhankrd for his assistance throughout 

.1_ 't{Kinl,! . ·CrTmarinlU! rxpM liuinn mrttl(xloklgln allli rralili~~ • in Rlmal ,4rrlwrolog,; omml rman". ","'wILs 
111111 ~f'mI7It, Il\R 211 1989. fi5 j-l 
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rif Off fum ,1{'t ,vltlmlmt, llrull:;.r ,IJ;¥ ro~-dlu"tJ and RQffUl1fjro/ultJ al .II/u;rllt Tradm, £JtaII, Abingdmr. (OXDII.) CDA Rrs, Rrp. 
18. 1978}, 25 J(); I~mhri<k. op, {'il. milt" 21. Fi~ 1,3, 

• l.amhri. k, I'P, I-it nou' ll. 124 
.1 (; L~hrkk .Uld ,\ \ld)onaJd, 'Tht· ,-\rrhat"oiOl{V and IA-ul,,'l" of Port \lradow and \\'ol\'C'rcot~ Common, 

Oxford', in (; l.unbrick ("11, .Iulwotoc allli \alllrr (~llhIHI (1985', (I," 1f)9 
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lilt' projen, .\ndrt'\\ Parkinson and ~Ii( had P.INOIl' ';Upt'rYls('d the C'yaluatioll and the' ("X(.'<l­

\.llicm f("pt"Clinl)- under lh(' dirc(llOll of GC'Ori{(' l..ambrick. Initial posl-exca\"ation ;lnaJ~"i ... 
\\a:-. uncit-nak(,11 by ~lichaeJ Pal'ons and .\ndrC'w Parkimon in 1990. Further work \\a ... c3rril"d 
out by lIealhc:r Bakrr, Ric Tyler and ~'Mrah ~Iilli~an, .\Jj"lair Ban.·lay, Ccorgt" L.ambrick and 
~tlrk Robill\on kindly commrlll('d on lilt" [(":xl and thr t"I1\'ironmcntaJ rt'mains IT"'pc.'ni\t:h 
rhr dra,\ings arc the work of the O.\C Graphics OITi(T .• \ndn'\\ 8rO\\"n drrw Lilt" Ilinb. rhe 

phmo,'Vaph of the Aim wa'i tilkrn b~ J'Ule' Inskipp. L .. lUrI'Il<."t' .lone ... Bimlingham L'ni\TI .... it) 
Itdd . \r(hat'()lo.~- L'nil l kindly prm'ide<! unpubli,ht'd inlormation about the exra\'ation" .lI 
Slack Farm, Bi(T~l(T. The archi\T and find~ \\ ill he dC'po'iitt'd with the Oxford\hin' COUI1l\ 

~ I mf'UIll Scn-ict' (Acc("ssion Ilumlwr OC~ IS I qH~),J 20 . 


