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H'I:(QI'olum In adlalla qf hOUJlng dn:tlopmml prrx/ucrd a lub~tanlllli a.~\tmblagt oj lall .\/ffoIiUn.t to tar!}' 
\(Oblhic fillll. lU111' prrluzPl associalld u·ith (onlnnjxJrQ1) /tn/uro . .f small ptnannular di/dud tndO~UTt u·ilh 
"."oclflud d'lrh" and oth" fialu", u'as dalld 10 thf lalf IrOll . I.~f W far!r Roman prriod. On lopographical 
alld mo,phol()~al f(roUlldJ thu lJ thought w hi dw)(ialtd u ith animal hu.\bandT)" Th silL marktd /h, u tl/mt 

fd~f of th, m,dlll'al "atfvld. IOUth of thr ,,/I"I(f of ludlln!:'oll. 

1'1 RODl( 110' 

I n 19~H .md 1995 the Oxford ,\ rchaeoiogicall'llil (}r\U ' undt"rtook examination ora hClUS
in~ dcvelopment ,itc in Kidlington on behalf of the Oxford Cili/.eos Iiousin~ Association 

Ltd. The ~it(' Ja) allht' south-west comer of the \'illag(\ on low-I}ing ground, the archaeological 
potential ofwhic-h wa~ um·rrtain. As it result of this ullrertainty a programme ofarchaeological 
work wa5 rrquin.'d a~ a rondition of the planning consent. .. \ n evaluation, consisting of the 
('xca\"ation of 10 marhine-cul trenchC's, Willi then'fon' carrit'd ou( over the whole site of c. 3.4 
ha. in , \ugu~t 199 .... Fig'. 2).J This identified a 1m .... drnsity of largel) undated linear features, 
but al the ('a\t('m extremity of the site, in Trench I, (\\'0 indetenninale features perh~\ps a 
pit and .l ~II~ \\err a.v;ociated \\<;th Hints of late :\It''iolithic or ~eolithic character. The 
potential imponann' of this material prompted further \\ork. and an area of c. 1000 <;q. m, 
I}ing at the ea.\tcrn end of the development area to the north of Trench I, designated Trench 
II, was ~tripp<.-d ilnd excavated in February and :\.Iarch 1995 prior to the commencement of 
building \vork, [('vtaling the features di~u'i\ed belo\\'. A further single evaluation-type trench 
( fren('h 12 \\ 3'i exc~\\'ated a little to the we~t of the main area .1l the same time. Tbe evaluation 
resUll\ are not, hO\ ... ·C;'ver, de~rjbed in detail hert'. 

\\11ile Lh(' silt as a whole lay south of Lock Crcl,C'ent, tht' 1995 exca\·anon was situated 
immediately south 01" houses in' South J\venu(". To {"nslire continuity in the project archive, 
how('vcr, the Lock Cresct'llt d('signation has been retained throughout. 'fhe archive will be 
deposited with the Oxfordshire .l\ lu~ums Service under the accession number 1994.109. 

P1.1nninK ReI. CHS. 'n 1191 
" Land )um oll..ot: It CrMCrnl. Kidhngtoo. Oxfnrtbhm' \rrharolugK-aJ I.valuaul.ln Rrpnrt ' O.'\L, :\u'tU t 19Q4 



- ---------------------

n P\ll 1l()(HH 1.1\1 . 

Fi~ I Uk .nion "I III- ill it Inc.1i $("ttin~ Sc: ,tit' I :lS.()f)O. 



127 

126 

125 

LOCK CREM"I "I KIOIJ"G 10" 

Key to Fig 1 
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Fig 2 Luc"atinn of n:aiualion tITO(.ht"s .md ("ua"'3.t,-d alTa. ~al(" I 3()(1O. 



21 J'.\l'L !lOO r II ET \1_ 

The.' ... il(' i ... ctlltrt'd at Co SP .J.9-~5125j on the c;outhrrn out-;,kirts of Kidlington Garden Cil~ 
Est.Ht' '\Olnt' 6,5 km. north of the c('nlre of Oxford Fi~. I The River Clwrn;ell lit's ( 1.5 
km. to lht l1orth·t"<l"il and at its nearest point the 'Inamrs is c. 2.5 km. dbtant to the- south-\\·(· ... t. 
Ju,( 1)(')0\\ Ihi~ point the Thamt's is joinrd by lh(" Kin~hridg(' Brook, into whkh rum .. a drain 
ri ... ing imllwdialdy :-.oulh of Ult' sitt". Th(' Oxford Canal fonn-, th(" w("stern boundary of tht· 
dt·\"{·!opmt·nt an'a, 'iOlnt' 280 rn. \\,(' ... 1 of the c...:c..w<llinn. 

I'h(' dt'\,c)opn1('nt .lrea lies al tht' imerfiln' of the River Terrace Drift and Drift OH'T Gault 
day ill an ('I('\"alion of about 60 61 m. 0.0. Tht ("xc-;wCltion !"( .. '\'C.'alt-d a .,ihy da)- ... uhsoil at 
the ('a'iLnn end of the dc\"clopmcnt area. Thi,,; was also sern further west in some of till' 
n·'lluatiol1 Il"cndlCS, bUI the nonh-wcstern half of the cle\"('lopmcnl area lay on sands and 
gran'ls, ,\1 th(" lime of the evaluation most of the devdopmrnt ar("a was ovrrgrm\'11 with 
large.' dump" of den'Sc undergrowth, ha\ythorn thickrh and mature UT{'S, so non-inva.\iv(' ,it<, 
('valuation techniques were nOt viablc. 

:'\'0 known "he!; of archaeolo~ca1 imere~l were located ill the immediate \'irinity of the 
d("\·('\opmrnt site prior to the commencement of work. EXlrn..,i\·e archaeologkal remaim han' 
hc'en found in thr area, howcver, particularly 10 the west, both north and sOllth of Yarnton 
dllagr. Cropmark complexes containing probable- Bronze A'tc ring ditchc~ and 't'llkmenl, 
tratkway and field boundary clements, mmt probably of lalcr prehistoric and Roman datr, 
occur across .. \ ..... ·Ide area eXlendin.1?; northward from a point about 1.2 km. wcst-north-\\c'sl of 
the pn'''icnt 'ite. Considerable quantitics of fmds, includinl{ 1':eolithi and latrr flim and Iron 
\l{C' and Roman pouery, are known from this area around Begbroke Hill, t..hough rarely in 
direct assO<."iation with feaLUres idemified from the air. Somt" of this material ha.'O been re('o
\"{'red in .. rnall-scale sah-agr cxca\·ation. but much of thr AiJ1l\\ ork, in particular, d("riv('~ from 
non-systematic ~urfatc collect jon. t 

Funht'r south, a recently re<.-orded cropmark complex, apparclllly eornprisinl{ part oLl field 
'y~tt"l1l, lics less than I km. south-wCSl of the o;ite. rhis complex is sited on 10\" ground and 
is lIndaH'd, l\hOUI 2.5 km. to thc south-west of the prrs(,1ll sit(' extensiH' exca\·ation'O by tilt' 
OAl' on thl' liimilar topography orthe floodplain and gran'l terraces at Yamton han' dt'mon
strilted <lcti\·iIY from the :\eolithic throllgh to thr Saxon period, Witll major sNtll'mellts in thr 
Iron .\g(", Roman and Saxon pt"riods, 

South of thr ",itt' and some 2.5 krn. distant funh(T follcoions of Iron A~(' and Roman 
pOllt'l"y an' kno\\TI from Blandford .\venue in :\'onh Oxford· and a rra~('nta~ :'\l'olithic 
flint ,ldl.c ("onws from Hayward Road in the same general area.'· Sc\·eral ring ditchc ... iell,ntifird 
from the air, are located about 1.5 km. di .. tant to the \omh and "outh-east J and undated 
rc:niIiTll'ar enclmures and posliible field systems, also known from Ihl' air. li(' a .. imilar di<;lanu' 
elm' east of tht' pre,ent site. 

I'hrrl' is no drar e\·idence for .\n.l{lo-Saxon settlement in the immediatr \·jriniIY of tile' silt" 
exccpt .. ll YarnlOJ1 Isee abO\·e), whl're a crmrtcry is also knO\\'n. Thl' medi(,\· .. ll S('Ull'I1lCl1t 

I..~. J s. I) Bnl(lfunl. '\Il b'.lrh Iron \~(" Sit(· .\1 .\1\('"1\\ I'it, Dnrchnt(,I"', (h"'lfnuia. \·ji 11112,. 5h . 
• l..g. n Sturdy.md H Sut("mu·i~c('"r,\f("b<l("c>lol{1C".tl 'II\(", ICHi2 (d', Otomt'7tUll. x.xjx/xxx 1%1/.1 ', jCl{l; R 

Ilull{,l\c', \rtJilrl/llYlIlrmrnf rif rIv TharMl lJasln B.\R Brit. ~·r. (·I)(Xxxi,·, I (IB8 , ·HII, 211 
Oxfnrti\birt' SU('i .tnd ~Ionuml;'nl~ Rrl·cml P R.'. l.'lOIJH. 

r (. lin. ',,"unon R('"("to'1"· Faml' S. .\lufJondJ. Inhl/rrH. x.xi 111111. flh liZ· "Yarnt!)n !lnodplain" S ,l/ld/4Juh InJuuoI. 
xxiii Ill'ri. HI 1; ·Y.unlun·(:iU~Jn~on I·salliatinn· \ . . \fu/l1JllJb JrtJuuoI. xxi ... JlI'H ttl .oil: 'Yanun!\ (:rC"S!\H·lI ridd· 
md )",Imlnll !lnndrl"in', .\ .\Iidbmd, .j,dtatoL :o ... i JCNti bi'" 

I) Stunh and II (:ibC, '.\rdlawlo,(i{·aJ :'\otM 1%2 h:r. OtOft'JmSkI. x"lii 1%:1 ')(1. 
II c" ~ .U1d n Stureh. \rrhat'Ol~aJ :'\oc('" ' 1h;(JffU1UlQ, '('(\ I'M,(I 135. 
() (i S. (rawlonl. in {Jlhl/ltJ!1, i.x 1(135 <Ii 
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pattcm of the area is based principally on me ('xiMing \"illage centre'S of Yamlon and Kidling
IOn! the laurf o\'('r 2 km. nonh of the ~ile, thou~h i olated moated "ite~ are also a feature of 
thi~ land'>cape. Tht, dese-ned medie\°al \'iIIa~e of Cutte ... lowr lir~ ... orne' 2 km. south of thr 
prescm sit(' . 

niL SlTt htor>. 3 7 

Ib(" '"XCil\3h,d area ",a." "tripped by a 360° exCa\<tlor ,,,ith a loothlt, S buckl"t. Sub~u("m smaJl 'iOulh("rI~ 
eXlf'miom of lhe ('xc.waled area were abo d("an:d b} rn.lC'hinr to rdoc3tc (,valuation Tre-nl"h 1 lilt 

pre<;('ncr of a tfack and the ... itC' boundary did not JXnnit examination of an\, part of the .. ile south of 
Trrnch I There \\,1" ,\ stead) drop in me level of the" ub .. oil from about 60.90 m. 0.0. in the nonh-("asl 
COnler of the cxcavat<'d area to c. 60.10 Ill. at tht" wesl(,rIl ('xlrt'mil), of the ('xc3\"att'd featuJ'f's. Ikyond 
thi<i point the ~ite beram(" 'cry wet and afler initial c1eanin~ was completel,' um· .. orkable o\\-;ng to ruing 
~ound ""a(('r In('h. Ilow("ver, \"er';" f("\\- f("atur~ W("rt' located htTt 

rh(" principal fe.'aturc:;. id('mifi("d Fi~. 3 \\t'n' an irr('gular pC'nannular ditch \"'th a S("cond ditch 
nllllllOg conn'mric<tUy around the eas(('m half of it-. circumfen·nu-. J.·urthe.'r linear features approacht'ci 
the..,. (wo ditches from the hi~her ground to the -.culh and east and 1enninau-d in their vicini£). \\'hiJt" 
<;Olnt" e:;u-ati~aphie.· r('i.llion"hip w("re obseI't'"d oct"ec.'n lh(";t" ft'"atures, and -.orne of them aho had 
rrlauomhip~ with a 'Surviving layer IOi occupying tht, (t'lllraJ part of the sitt'", the rdauve dt'anh of 
\\('U·defilwd rt'la1iomhip ... and of e:;lIalified dating material make~ phasin~ and inl("rpretation of the ~itC'" 

difficult . Ceramic and lithic dating e,·idence \\41l la~dy contradictoT\ and veT) liuJt'" of the fonnt'r could 
Ix· dat('d "hil(' til(' excavation was in prowes .... A consequence of this W~ that "<'"v('ral aspecl'! of the- site" 
apparent dunne; til(" c.'xravalion su.wsled thal ..ome' of tht" principal fralur("s mi~ht han" been of :'\("olithir 
datt" That this wa" nm lht" case was not condu'!i\"dy dt"mnne:;tratcd until -.orne." time after the cxc3vatiml 
wa.. .. complrt('_ 

In the following ckscription and discussion lh(· difficult t'xcavmion and find.\ recovcI)' conditions ha\ (" 
10 be borne.' in mind for (,xample many of the ditch seniom had to lx- pumped out during excavalion. 
~Iany of lhe fincb. indudin~ tht" lithics, \ .. ere r('covered in tht" major dcaning of the site, particularly at 
Iht, intt"rfact' of the- Ilatural subsoil and overlying depo!Sit!;. illeS(' were th('reforc effctlively unsLratified. 

Soils W('T(' wry uniform across the- site. adding to problems of feature definition. Most feature filI... 
\\eT{' or e:;iIt) day or ~andy da\' and wt."re- generally red brnwn to grey brown talmo. t cmireiy within the
~Iumell range· IOYR ,113 5/6 and IOYR V3 ~/6) . \Vhrr(' not spc-cifically memioned in thc follo" .. ing 
(\('\criptiol1'\, l<-alUrt fiUe:; can be assumed to fall within th('s(' p<lf<lmett"TS. A prrliminary panidC' 5i/(" 

anaJy·is by ~Iatt C.tIlti, dC'tai.Js in archive) of samplf'!s Irom th(' ub'>Oil 102. from a fealur(' fiJI 236 
and from laye.·r 107, showed il suikin~ imilaril~ OCtv.C'f'1l all 1hn·C', ("mphasisin~ the homogeneity of 
dcpmits across th(' .. itt' 

for tht" purpoS( .... of de.·scription the .. itt' is di\'ldC'd into .t somf'\\hat arbilIary sequt"Il{f' of 'phase:;.' or 
Ic'-ature ~oupin~ I'il<!;. 1 It is rc"cognisc.-d that "Omt" of the.'5(" pha..~' ,or individual ff'atures \\;thin separau' 
pha! s, might ha\,(' bet'n conte-mporaT) . loe groupin~ art" as follO\\ 

1 Pos ibh· natural ft"atuft' . 
2. Fe-atun-, probabl~ prt'dating Phase 3 ditrhr , 
1 Tht, J~;nannlliar and concentric ditches and possibly relat('d l(oaturC's adjacent to their termini. 
1 Lim"ar katun' south and ('ast of the t"nelasun." and latr-r lhan fealUrc-s of Phase- 3. 
3. ~ri.'K'("lIaneou~ ·unpha~d· f('alUres, 
fi. 1..3)" 107. 
7" ProbOlbk medinal plou~h furrows. 
8. Rt'u'nt featurr, . 

Pha..~, J: Powhlt natural fiatur(j nOl sho'\oTI on plan 

Tb(" nalUraJ 5uh~,il on th(" il(" Ia"t'"r 102, Yoas a red broYon :'I..ih~ chi) , \0 O\("rh'-ing Ll)<"r, 218. ran~j{ Irom O.f13 
o. 12 m. in thl<!lnns.. thou~ht to bot- a IIt"J>OlI'lItt' dc-posn Yo hich hliod ongUWl~ ('xlmc..lrd across mt" 'II' prob.J.hl'V 
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rt'pr~nlro lhr inlerfal"(' brlw~n 102 and o\"erlyinJ.l: lal,'t'n.. II u I likd) 10 ha,,'t b«n the rt'mnanLS of a buril"d 
prehi\toric wil la'rTf. Whert' noted. 218 was con~i.sIt:nt1) CUI by all (raturn. 

£j~hl §hallow hoUow~ \'oW" panl~ examined in variou!> locations on the ,itt: ft'arurrs 119, 127, 144, 146.214,339. 
345 and 347 ~Iost WfU poorl)-de6n«l and irr~ar in plan and It'C'tion. 1llt-) ran~ from 0.10 {I.M m. in drplh, 
thou'{h all but 211 wert' from 0.21 0.+4 m. d('cp. n1(" filli M'I"f' coru..ll.tt'ntIy mottlc-d ora.l1~ and ~('l or ~(') .. brown 
da, "ills, (,xct'pt in 345 and :147, \\-hich wefe filled \'tuh sand) ~iJt. "('cal of mCS(' fill .. (flntaint:<i workrd. flint: >l"\.'rn 
in ft'alUrr Ilq, three in 127 and ont' rae-h in 1 Hand 21-1. 

On": lhrff of Ihe5t' holloy. had rt"iaOomhip) with pre-mroin:a1 f('aluft"<' Fill 340 of 339 was cut b) lhe terminal 
3:17 of tht' PhaS(' 3 conc('ntnc ditch 177, and fill 120 of 119 was cut by lhr $al'nr ditch furthrr rObt. 1l1~ fills of 

hollow 127 wtrr CUl b~ a Phase S posthole 12S which also CUI a Pha,<,e .J. ditch 123. " furth~r thr('~ hollow I·H. 
I4b and 3·17 were apparently cui b)' probablr mt"di~al plou.I!;h furrows 

The irrcgular natu«, of thc hollows suggc~lS an interpr~l<llion a~ natural fraturc$, po!>.,ibly reprtst'ntin't trtt di'lturo.. 
ancc", Althou~h grauiX'd Iogt'th~r h('rr for con\'C"nit"nn', th~ fCillu~ WeTC not all nC'C~~ of thc 'I1TlC dat{', 

Phrut 2: Ftatures probably predatIng Phast 3 d,lek, (Figs. +-6) 

Onl, IWO ,uch f('atum wt're identifit'd. one ddinutly CUI b} th(' Pha'oC' 3 concemri(' ditC'h and ,m adjacem (lne 
wntaining \'('T) large quantities of nintwork 

rhe latter Irature was lh{' nonhern ('nd of a pos,ible ditch, 235, situatt"d barely 0.5 m, we~t of thr t('nninal of thr 
Phil.~' 3 conce-ntrlc- ditch 177. A 2.90 m lengeh of this feature lay within the sileo insufficient to detemUne if it WM 

a 'trai~t or a cunin~ featuff me l,lIter o,enned mort' Iikdv h~ gt'nerai ali'~llmem w'a~ Ilonh-ea~, south,w('!it. dwa~ 
from the pt"lhlnuular ditch. Tne featurt wa" up to 1.10 m. widt· and OA5 m, deep, w'ith ft'lati\'dy sterp---,Ioping ~ides 
and a fl.t! base. h had .l sin~1e fill 2'3h" of orang~·brown cia)' ~ilt. which productd .t "t't')' large'" colleC'lion of flint 
l.U1nl· 731 pu:'·Ct'l'. ('on~i:.ting m.linly ofkn<tppinll; drbris orlater \k'lolithic-earlier Neolithic dat~. '111t, fill aL<;() produn'd 

d. liuJr carbonl,t"d material indudiu~ haul·nut ~hdk h is pos~lbl(' that fraturr 235 r('prr>;f"med a southward continuo 
dtion of the concenlri( ditch see below. but its rathrr different character and di~tinni,,{' content! ~u~~ted th.u it 
~hould be st't'!l !I(·paratdy. 

Some 4 m. (·3.'It of 235 was a pos'\iblc' gull~ 35H. fhis wa'l 1(X'aled at thr txtreme southt(O margin of me 'Iitt'" .;lIld 
",a~ not sufficicntiv well .. dt'fint'd to permit ("xca\;lti()l1. In piau. how("\,('r, it appc"ar«I as a linear fealOft' up to.1I least 
0.75 m ..... ide. ""is must ha\'(" bttn the" ..amr a" t"t-3turt'" 1/9.locatt'd at the t'Xlr~me wC"Strm end oft\--aluation I rC:llch 
I, .... her~ it was thought po~ibly to IX' d shallo .... pit, at most c. 0.1·1 m. decp and rather wid('r lUP to at least 
r, 1.5 m.l than was recorded in the tau'r excavation , in which some of the ~hal l o\\- feilturt may hiwe been r{'rnov("d 
I" clt'"aninv; al me edge of tht'" '1 ile. Its ~in~1e fill. 1/10, of mid bro .... ·n clay ~ilt .... im charcoal fit"Cks. product'd 13 flints. 
In the r\"a1uation 1/10 was recorded as cut b~ an .tdjac('nt f('atur(' 118 .... hich mu.'t have been thr wuth t"tlgt' of 
('()1lt'('ntric ditch 177 The ~dme rdati()n ~hip ..... t, ('vidcOl in pl.tll in the excavation. 

Phast 3: Cunilintar dileht .• and asjoclaud featum Figs. +- 6) 

'f"'Iw I'mnn1UJla, [hlcl!. The focal e lement of thc ~itr w,\<. an iITl'glllar oval pcnannulM cndosurt ..... ith no ~i'tnifi<:aI"ll 
intcrnaJ fealUrM, defined by a dildl with an ('ntranc-(' on illl ~ulh·w(' tern ~ide. Tht'" ditch wa..~ gi .... t'"n thr o\f·rall 
nUIllbc:r 175, .... hich subswnro in topow-aphicaJ '>rtJuence dockwi~e from the Ilortht'm tC"nninal, cut<. :">92. 335, 202, 
207,230, 139,310, 133, US. 296 anti 233 and their VarioWI filb. Th(' tndosure was r. 10 m. x 12 m. inlrmall) 
aud ,ht ('l1lran(c ..... as c. 2 m. acro Tht'" ditch r,llll;tC"d from c. 0.80 1.80 m, in width. though it did not generally 
rXrt"t'd 150 m., bt'"ing broadest in its nonhern ~t'{'{or and narrOW(";1 in tht' <;Quth. It WlU al most I m. d('tp, and was 
roul.!;hly V"~hapc"d. ~n('rally with t('('ply loping ick" In lht' 50uthern part, wh("re lht' ditch WiU RC"lleral1y ~i~hter 
than ('l'i('when', it had a very ~tet")l ~id{'d, namw. slnt lO .... arw ili bast-, In plan ,he ditch rxpandt"d lie;hdyat the 
tt'nninals, but thN(" wrre nm correspondingly dffJX"r 

,-,,(' numlx'r of fills idtmified in 'Ot"ction in Iht' S('pant!t Cllt .. lhrou~h the prnannulM ditch vancd considerably; 
from two in CUI.! 207.230 and 133, thr('cin 291. 335. 202 and 139 " 1i:lUr ,in 310). fi\'r 'in 2% and six 'in :l33) 
to It'\tll in cut 148. Tht ,ill;llificanct' of this, if any. u uncertain. bUI it i..s nOli~ablf" that the thrn- rctions "",;lh th(' 
grealt"'St numl>t"r of 6th .... ere all in the '<Outhc-m "«'(tor of thr ditch. There we~ \-ari.ation, in tht ditch profile around 
il~ It"ngth, with &lightly dim'rent anglM of ,Iopt" of oppo\ing ~Idt! in st'\"C"raJ ~ctions, but thex: did not folio.... a 
c'on,i!,tent patltm i.e. tht moft' ~lttply·,lopitlg idt, ("auld bl: on thC' inn('r or th(' outer Ide in adjacem §eClions), \0 

nr-ithr-r thL nor the grralt'T numbf'r of fub in till' 50umcm '>t:'Ctor appean to havt" a bearing on activity within the 
penannular ditch. Thtrr' v.as no cleat nidrncl' Jor recut' in an~ of the ditch 'it'Ctioru 

-nit' fill were almO!'t in"uiably grt''ri..\h brown or ff'd·bro\\n da)(")' silts or silt)" cla\ .• thr lowe,t u~ua11y incorporat .. 
ing a littlr- "'-lnd. Charcoal fi('ckin~ wa~ tlot('d onl~ O('(,a!lionally. Finds v.C'ft' I('arct:, ('onsl~ting of 13 vt'ry !)mall potlt'l) 

he-rca, a few fragments of fired cla) and 23 flint'l ThC' mo,t imponant find for dating wa,~ a mall sherd in a 
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~-tt"Inpc-rrd late Imn \!""r fahric from} tJ bou.otJ Iil! 01 cut 1):; \m.(hrr un) !'ihttd alw iWl~tlt"d to thts JX'"riod 
(".lJ'n(' lrom 103, thr basal hll 01 th~ adlacoll rut 202. Ihr rC'l1'U.ining puflC'f\ II'{'IO Ul(' ditch . .all but (Inr pil"CC' from 
thr lOp fill • ("ompri-.c·d a funhn •• t"vC'n shrrds (If laIr lnon .\\((' d.llr, un(' [X'rh.l.' 01 mKkilc lron\~ dal(' .. nd thn-(" 
fr.l!p'nc-n pruh.Jhl) i~Labk- to thr ''-Olilhic .~ .... ilh th .. ponrl') til('" majonl\ uf Ihr!lin! Ii out of .?'l pia 
.... '21 'nom I~ top fill of 1M dill h. "\,~ithrr of the- ~'U PIC'U"$ lrom primal" {Ont ts in 209 and !N3 \O.a..- JUmcul.trk 
Wa~tlC' 01 datr 

I_ '(.QfUmfrtc' lhilJt. \11 OUlrf tlitt h with Ih \\t I ('nd t("nniO. .. ltin~ in III\(" "ilh the' SfILllh-\.\C'" u'nninaiot 1111 pf·IMnnul.u 
ditch 17.>, r.UI (Onn'mricalh round Ihl" r4t-\1 ide of the l;tUrf l)('fON" dl\('~n~ 10 Ihe' nonh. Thi. .. kalUrt' "ol~ ,L~('d 
th,· gt"nrraJ numbrr 1,7 and like 175 con i,trd of sr.rr.l difl"rrntl, numlX'n·d ("ut In 'iCfJu"nn" rrom 1114' Borth 
thC"M" .... ("rf' :!tIS, 2AQ. 211, I'M:), 181. 121, 1 ~b, ltiR, 1')0, 31h, nfl. HI and tht" tt'nninu, 327 Ilw (')'l(im~ h(·I ..... '·("11 

IIU' t\\() diuhc' ..... 1 \t'f') ron i tt'nt, lx-t\\N."1I c. 1.10 and 2.70 In. III tht' nurtht'rn part of thr ~itt' tht' {lil~h \\a,., 

rrl.aliwl .. imulNanti.tI, (,Oil i,tin't of a l··,haprd ~lIlh 0,:10 (un m, wid(" .md nnl~ O,:lO m. dt'C']>, aliltlwd alnu,..1 
runly lIorth"louth. This llTaduaJh hroackut"d and dl'q)('nt"d In tilt" Illuth. and lilt' prolik- and hll" of tht' tunc rllln( 
p.ut Hf 177 \\t"rr- .. rn. similar to lhost' 01111[' prnannulM dill h 17:;. p.lI1.it ul.u'h as Ih,' diTch rul'\.['d If) thl' \\,,,,1. whrrt" 
il A~,umro lht' rc'l.uiH·ly narm .... and dt"t'p pruiilr (If thr adj.lI:rnt (Uu 118. 2')t) and 233 or 175, Tht' t,mninu of 
:t17 .... ;u light!, np.1.ndt'd. Tht" ma.'l(imum drplh of 177 ",a'l C, n.72 Ill. \If<lin hnd ",rlT scarct', but thr ..,'(nndal1 
tt"rminal fill 'i IS, of dark hco\\ui..Jt ~('\ (Ia\ ,ill. 0,0 I m. lhil k ...... l., cc'mark.ahlr- in producinll; a ~ksolilhi( llint 
t7I11tlJwt ax(' '\1 'lR2, Fi~. 8 '0. 10 and thr('r ntlwr t(l/~ trA'tnwllt our of ('O<\f"lf' ~;lnd,tont' and 1\\0 one ",unded 
of qlldfUitr, dPp.tn-ntl~ (,m"rull~ dt'posiIN. Immrcii.u .. 1\ aoo..~ thor was OIl ir.JItlTlf'1I1 01 ~Br(ln.f" \gr- puurn In 
addluon 10 th~ 01 lurthu fi\f"' lht'rd!'>, all of I.ur Iron \~r dalr" \\tr(' rt'l CJ\('rro from mKkUr and upprr fllli (lr the dill h 
hn-d (IA\ (raw-nellt.' \\t'CC' aj.;o found. ~h)',1 oftht'o;t' f.R, Imm ba,al hll, l32 and !lfJ \\t'rf' o;mall and indl'u'nninau' in 
c h.lr.u-tt'r, bUI 1\\(1 ).J~r fra~nwnl5 from a middk hll 11H ",('rl' prnhahh from a trianl.!;Ular I()()m",('i~hl .mel ugg<"l>t 
d middlr nr btt' Iron \l::e ImtWUt.J fJoJ' qwm lor lhi hll \ tOlal 01 2ft Illt'c oj t1int caJn, frum fills nflht' (oIlC('ntr1c 
dUlh, Ihi..,. fil{llrt' imludrd II pit'CM frum ir't'd sampl. t.lkrn f(lr ~arb()ni.",el r)ltnt rrmains, 12 uf\\hK-h ('am~ 
fr(Jm th[' ha .11 tiJl 181 dov 10 th(' point al ",hjl'h lilt"" pt'1I.ulIlul.lr and IOU(t'ntrK dilch a1i1~lIm('nl~ di\t' ~('d 

R,laJn/ FttJ/:Jdtj 10 YNt), \ ft'aturt' immt'diatrh .ldlM('nt til lilt" ttmUlla) of III(' I UlltC"ntrK' ditth ..... .u lhuu~11I 10 hr 
rarli('r in dalr :H:l, 5("C' Ph.i.-.c 2 abo\'{" JlDt \\(", 'If:.? r, \\.1 a ~hall"" \'-prohlt'(1 fraturr J:Jb 1I.C):l m, a. ross .Hld 

up In (U:'? Ill. tkl'p. \\hilh c'xtl"ndt'd 2 m trom Ihr '1nulh·"r~t haulk of III ... ~1I1' apprnxwlt'l, par.llic'l hi tht"' 
.tliKnnwllI uf 23.) and about I Ill, from it. nw It-.Hurt, thrn I ur\.t"d ,IMrp)\ a",,, 111 Ihc' north-('aM for a dl t,me!' (II 
(, l:l m. bdi)n- u'mlinatin't or fatlin~ 10 nOlhin~ ~onlt' :2.:10 Ill. "C'~t 01 lilt' non" tl'rminal of pt'll.Innu)ar di(Ih 17S. 
It i not ct'rtain if Ihilo cUI'\'inR I<-dtun' 31111 rt'pre' ('Il11'd a (h.ln~'· fli aJil.{Jllntl1lllf 3,;b or WAS '>t"paratt' frorn it. '0 
mr.ulil11,riul di.,tinrtlon ",h otN'I'\·t"d betWt'I'U Ih"ir rnpnti\(" hll '1'10 .1I\t! 357, buth Itloult'd bro\\n'1l;"t~ ~ilt, d.1\ 
h""I'\'("r. till }'l1J culllainrd.1 mall run ~h('rd flf 1\'1'n1("1f'I1lPC'fl'd lau' In>l1\'t'" pnllf'1'\ 

Ikt",j'c'l\ ttl("' t('.HUf(" .mll th(' gap in tilt"' pc:'nannul.lr ditch tht" tl'l'rninal, 01 till' I.uu-r "'t'rt" joined h) t'HI ~rnall 
Il;llllir "hith ran IUI{('lhe'1" to limn a \" \hapt' in pl,ul. Ihl"(' 1\'l.Illit 1:1313.):1 running fmm the' north u-nnin,11 uf 
Iht" 1*1l.lIlllul.lr (lite hand ]551231 frum Ihe' sclUlh \\nc' ,I'tain Cluit, h .. IIO\\. lhuu~h 3:13, up 10 11.28 11\. tf,'C'"!l, \\a 
muc h Ih ... murr sulxtantial It had t\\o fill, bnth (L.I\ '1iiu, Ih.' lu"t"f 'li! a lUl;ht $tTf'~ and till'" uppt>r .n 1 a mid 
p-ryi.,h"hr()\\n. I hI" Jalltr ma~ po .. illl} ha\(' 1)('t'11 rut h~ 'tU1l\ t)). hut a, th,. fill flf thi!> fratun- 1;4 \\a.~ .Ilmcl\>[ 
ic.kntit.ll to 35 I lilt' rt'iali')Il,hip \\a!l lInu'n.lin 111(' ft"i.llioll hip 01 \21/15'1 to Liw nnrtht'm It"'rminal ()ftht' fXTlanllUlar 
<litth .... as t"'qu.llI~ umwar 

Phrur I: limar ftalum ~oulh and tmJ qf 'mdo;,u,,' Fi~. ~.:; and 7 

I \\11 !(Toups lit reatu..-n; ...... tTl" u...ne<! to thli pha f,tulh.. at th. IlItht"'m ('nd "I' tht" ilt' and dill hn 10 th,. (".uf 
\11 h""d rrlauOII! hq)! \\;th tht, IJrinripai Ph.l.o,c 3 dill ht' 

(>III/UJ 14 1M $11Ulh two gullit's or .. mall ditt hi' ran from bnl(".lth lh .. f,Cltlth haulk of Iht' ("Xca\.ltt'd arl'"a and t('mlin.lwd 
,1f.t3inst tht' uute'r. concC'ntri(' diu·h. Tht' morr "C"'\!I'rI, 01 tlu~' J:li,",a '- 0,2" m. "idl' and (1.15 m. drt"Jl \\ilh a 
rtJunllrd pruhll' It nit rit.:ht d.li'OU Iht' UJlJX'r fill of dlt(h It"'rminaJ i27 and prnj("(tt'd c, 0.15 m 10 lht' north (If it 
I~ hll .12h wlII.unl'd a pir('(' of fired da~ and I\\() lIinh St'YI'n mrtrt'l ('asl 01 ·tt> ..... iUi a lunh('r ditch/gull) 23i. 
,I ~h.IIIC)" rf'.lturt' up to ( lI.ao tn, ",idt" hUI nn!.. n.n Ill. tlt't'p. )'lit luo (,,\\(,ntlc-d from thr ~outh baulL of tlw itc' 

Idr'"muu .1!tOIl In hOlM RoC"' 
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up 10 l~ r-d~ or dil(h 17i. tile' fill of \Oo'hil'h it cut. Oitth 237 had thrrr till.., lh«- uppo:'nno<>l of ",hKh ~3H conl.un~d 
'\\0 ~hrrds or late Iron .\~ pollf'T) and a flint. 

OILnn /II IN lGJ' .. \ h'Jrt I~n~h of ditch 16ti. ( -I m. lon~ and 1.20 m. \'oW. "ilS IT(ord~ as culline: the )X"nannular 
dilfh 1 i) and bt-lm:::: in tum (UI ~ tht- roncrntric ditch 17. bUI thm: t!I 1Omt" ulKrnainty aboUI Ihf""W' ITlaliomhips 
Itt dtKU ton Ixlow fbe kalun: ~ a roundt-d profile- up to OAO m. dc-c-p dnd a SJn~(' fill 161 of W(,) hrn",n 

d<&\ silt .... nh o~:ra.!luhAl fharcoal and 1;100(" frotltTlW'nl'4. 
Immc-di.ud" 10 lhr north of 1ti6 WOb ditch 17b wmpriin't ra .. t to \\('Sll:UlS ill. 108,134 and 141 ",h.h CUI 

bOlh pc-nannular and conl'row ditches. Ditch 176 Vo.u Alw rr(ordrd.u ruuimt it IIhallow linear fralurc- on it north 
~idl" III. but thu b lhou~ht more lik('~ to haW' brrn a I.urr ploul{h furro,," 'o(0C" Pha'il:' 7 belm ... Diu-h I7h \\a" 
c, 1.0 115 m. wide and up to 0.82 m. deep. with a .h!thtl) roundrd '..,hapc·d profil~, lu rub two lor mo.-.t of iu 
It'ngth t'X(·t'pt .11 th(· tcnninal. wht'n." only on~ ..... ali idt'lltifi('d produc~d thrct' \ht'rd!l ofl . .Ht' Iron .. \~ potU'I), a ~h('fd 
(If P(·trrbnroulith \\art' .md a ~illlitit Aint. 

\ lOlallt'r ditch or guU) 189, wim component CUL~ I Sb. 142. 123, 193 and '1'17 ran into me sitt' from tht' Ilonh-t'il: I 
ooull olnd likt" 176 cut tht' fiU, of both ptnannular ollId (OIKt'lltrK ditcht' . It had a noun:ablt' chan~ of ali'tllmt'llt 
at lht" lX1int whc-rt' it ern ,l'd tht' conC't'ntric ditch. bUI Ihi, rna) ha\"t' Ix-t'n fonUlto~. Ditch 189 ..... a.J c. 0.50 0.80 m 
acto'" .lhhuulth 0,,')0 m. \\;15 morf' typical I and up 10 n 10 m dt'~. nil; fill ... \\t'rt' typical of omt'r Ic-aturt's 1,1" lhi. 
phd<,f" .mel containt'd onlv a ~inlitlt [jnL 

PlulJt 5: ,lIuullanfOU.l ftaturtS Figs. +, 5 and 7) 

11 ;'jl D/ IN pmiUlmJm dlldl. It "'iU intendro that tht' main t'xGI\'alcd an'a I rt'1J( h II ~hould t'xtt'nd d., far a..~ tht' 
positlnn nl t'\'aluation I"rt'mh 2 in oro.t'r to rt'"SOl\"t' Iht' rt'l..11i{ln~hip bt't\H'cn two diffrft'ntly ali'VIrtililU'ol/" [(oaturn 
IOfatrd in Ih.u trt'nch iUld to dNt'nnint', if J>OS,ibk. tht'ir datr and r('lation.-.hip to ft'alurt'.-. funht'r t'a~t. In lilt" nml 
thr \t'~ \\.('1 conditions mt"'"t that thti \\a! nOI d(hil'\fd, .\ narnm eXIC"n j.m .utlng the '<Outh·wt'litc:rn mar'{1ll of Ih(' 
itr did iuc.l((" a lin('ar Ic-atuft' c 0.6,)--0.70 m ..... id(' 377. dt'arl)" lhe- \.lm(' ou Iht" north-~uth ditth 217 in In'm'h 

2, bUI thr northt'rl)" wntinuation or the contrastin~h·alignro It-alure 2/5 inlu tht· northern end or the- main t'x(a\atro 
arca I uuld nut Ix- idcntifl('d. d~pitr carerui dt'anin~ ·nli. area wa' panicul.lrl) badly dbturbed by rl)j.,t . Furtht'r 
dl'i('u" ion of tht'<;(' ft'iltun' c.an be round bt"low 

\Qrtlt of W pnumnulor dlkh. The mO!lI "ester!) l~alUn~' in thti pan of tht ,itt' \\.a., a c. fl.'s m. length ur nonh~ulh 
alignrd gully 2201234. neither t'nd or which wa\ located with certaint) ThIS ft'dture was on a\"r-raJtC' t. 0,15 m 
\\-ielt and up to 0.20 m. d("t'p. Its fills produC('d a ~in~(' fhnt flakt'. Immroid.tfly t'a t or its obsen:r-d northern t'nd 
W,l~ d mall P05lholt' (221). Four more poslhok~ 198,200.210 and 212) lay runher east. The\(' \-<tried rrom 0.18 
n, l7 ffi. in diamt'tt'r and rrom 0.07 -0.20 m. in dt'pth. Thc) ntiJ(ht haVe" roml('d part or a 5IructurC", but Iht' lack of 
ton i trney in dimC"n,ionll malt" tht' naturt' of any such ~tnll turt' unrC"nam. 

E4.Jl oj IJu 'XIlIlmtnc dJ/Ja. \ nwnbrr of <;eauerni pos. ... -jblr or probable po>tholt'S tKcum-d in thti an-a. 1' ..... '0 125 and 
13u ("ut a hll 124 of tht' Pha$t' 4 ditch 189 to",ards th .. nonh~~u'rn baul-"- or tht' ~Ie. 125 \\3S (" 0.68 m. across 
and up to 0.20 m. dC"t'p, but poorJ)' ddined, .... hife 130 \\as 0.31 m. across and U.15 m. tkrp. Furtht'r south, isoLated 
»>.Ilhc,irs 223. 178 and 103 had no ignificant rt'latioruhips. whilt' 113 appc'Mt'd to ha\-T h«n cut by tht' Phaw- 4 
ditch 17b. A.Il ",('ft' rrom 0.220.:36 m. acrou and rrom 0.06- 0.13 m, df't,p. 

I'Iuut 6: Lt!;rr 107 Fig. 3) 

In(' ",holt" or tht' ct'ntTal Mea or the ,ile, 1.('. thai occuptf'd by mt' pt'nannular rndmure and thr conf"c-ntnr dilf"h . 
.... a.:s 'It'a1rd Ix-neath a iayrr 01 brown !ilty cla} [107 up tu c, 0.25 m. Ihi<k Ibis d~il was dt'arly locah..cd; i" 
approxim.llr t'''tt'nl is ~hown on Fi~. 3. Tht' exwt'n('C" or 107 as a diJunct Lay('r was not rt"('ogni-.ed immrdiatt.'I~, but 
il ~m bt'camt' de-ar that it maske"d Iint'ar r('aluft'~ and thC" drposit wa.~ thrrrforr largely remQ\.·rd, partly hy h.md 
and pan"" in !It'condary madlining of the w('sl('m pan or thr itt'. As a r('sult or thi:!; mt' relatioruhip or ft'alUn:' fiU$ 
10 ld.yc"f 107 .... a.!. nOI al\\'dY'!'l (omplt'lcly clt'ar, but in Ih(' gr<'.lt majorilY of fOUt's il WiU ('\.i.dem thai fill-. of fcatures 
of Pha'o(", I 4 w('re OVt'rlain by layer 107. Thi~ "'as dt'monstrablf' ror both tht' prinnpal Ph.ast" 3 wtcht's. and for fill 
23h of Ir'aturr 235. II \\·a1 al'lO dr-aT for IOm~ fill~ or Ph.ut" 4 ditch" 176 and 18t). One or the compoMIiI cul! (lr 
the lattt'r (ratUft' 186 was rtt'orded a! cutting 107. but mi must Ix- an ('rror, l..ns cmain is tM ~ of thr Pha<;(' 
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1 gull\ '1 n ell tbt" ~()uth~m t'nd 01 tht' 11(', whidt Wd..~ abo Ihou~ht to haw' bef.n Cut through Layer 107 In \it-" of 
lilt iltwmul.ltrd ("\-id('nce to tht' cc>nll-a~ Il s«m_ unlikrly thJ.t this .... as ,ht' ~. but it could inWcatt' th.u 237 "as 
sil{nihc.uul} lalrf in dalr than olht'r Phobt' 4 f4:;)lur("1. Fill! of tht· Phd-'It' .'; fealUrclo located north of the pt'nannulM 
ditt"h ..... rff' .tll dearly 'It'akd by 107. 

\\'ith tlw pus: ible t'xctption of f('AIUft' 237. thrrt'forC', the ilvailahlt ("vidence II1diralt'S A rdat.i\dy lalt' platT In Iht' 
st'qu('1\( t' IUf lan'r 101 ,\( ont' limt' it .... as thought pouiblt" that lhr Layt'r rt'pfeSl:'ntC'd mt' plflught'd-out rt'ma.in" of 
all rartll mound ituat('d within lht' pt"nannular ditch. It L' mudl moT'(' likely, howner, that 1m- exact corn' pondrnn' 
1)('1\\('('11 the- malt'riaJ of 107 and lhe Ill! orlhr prohahlr m .. dit'\a) plou~ furro .... ju~1 to thl" ('.lSI indio.atr thallaytT 
111i "a a dirrct ant"fact of ploU'thll1'l;. in rUnt a h('adl..tnd drfaning m(' wt"'lt'm limit of such activlt),. 

Phau 7: !'robah" ""dulJal plough jiJrrowJ (Fig». 111 

Six linr.lr f(o.lturt'\ "from north to <;outh 105, 165, 117, III, 115 and 161, exu:'nded into lht' silt' from iL\ (".L,t("rIl \jcJr 
\fn~t t("nnin.tlt'n .11 ,II)oUI lht'!inc of tht' ccJllct'ntric dnch, bUI 11)5 el115 to han" rXlrnd('d .IS far west <u tht' pt'lldnnul.tr 
diu'h, ,\lIlh," f!"aIUft's ,,'ert' t, ntwll~ bmad and hallow . rdngin~ in w'idm from 0,87 1.90 m. though gf'nt'rally .11 

It'a~1 1.:l0 m, .J("ro~ and in dt'Plh from 0,08 0.22 m, \1l w('rf' d("arly lalrr than Olhl'r fraturrs lexct'pt mcxkOl 
ptl\thok. M'I" \)('10\\1, with lilr po~'iIM rxceplion of III, which was originally Ihought 10 have be-t'n WI by the
"dj<l(rnt Pha.'>(' 1 ditch 176 land wa .. ' Tt"f"ordt'd a.s ,uch in Oll(" ~ction, but not in .motht'r drawn lalrr on in tilt' 
t'Xt.WdUOI1 In view of me ~imilarity of chdracu:r of III .md lht' Olhf'r probable" ft'lal('d ft'alures, and in p.milular 
th(' ImilMity of tllt'ir fills, h"""(','C'r, it i~ mosl likt'ly lhat thr initial OlN'f"\.·alion was incoITrct, nle fills or lh(''>t' f<-alure 
,,('rr cOlHi~te-ntl; mid brow'll or mid orange brO"l1 day ilt 

rtu' il1lcrpn'tallon of the fcaturN as plough fum)ws ~ ba.w-d nn tht-ir ~n('ral cltara<ltr and ~trali~aphi( po ilion 
If .!.((('pl('d, ho\\o("\('r. II is dear thai lhrir Jpacinlt1 iUQt')' mun" than one dislinct ('puodt' of plou'l;hin~. 'm(' fraturt's 
('an be- rt'SOlved into \\\0 group-. ..... llh wlt'rahi; ('on'''I('nl IMnnl(S ht--twttn th(' furro .... : h .... t.1y 105, 117 and 115, 
pa(ffl ( 8 m. and 6.5 m. Cf'ntr~ to C('ntTt', and It'wnci1y 16'), 111 and 151, with ('t'nue to ct'ntrt" pokill~ of 

t 7.5 m and 7 m. Thrrt" is no c"'vid('n«' 10 indicatt' th(' rd.ui\(' M'quenct' of th('~ puta!i\'r groupin~ 

Ph(JJ' 8: Rrcml flatures (Fi!(. 5: 
\11 tilt' fCdllJr(' fills and dq)()<;its drO;(Tihc:d .lbo\,e we-r(' o\'t'rl.lil1 by I.!.vt"r 101. a mid oli\'f" brcm'll clay \iJt .... ith .111 
<I\"('ril~C tlt-pth or 0.20 m. which ('xtf"l1d('d .!.cro~s tht' .... holt' 11(' In turn this was "('ai('d by dark gre) brown cia) ~ih 
wpmil 1001 up to 0.25 m, thick, · 1l1i.~ laH'r \ho\\ed ('xtt'lhivt' roUl disturbanc(' and containt'd occa.-;ional mlxit'n1 
I}lid. •• lil(', WKt' and coal fra~n('nt~ which w('n- nOl r('lainM. 

rh(' di\tinnly dark roloration of Ino wa~ rdl('ct«l in a numi>t'r of f('atur('~ which prnt'tratrd lhe le\"e1 of layn" 
102 and 101 Th(''\('', dt'arly ofr("C(,111 orj~n, rell into t .... o main group~ (~hown hatfhrd on Fil{_ 5): 1",0 irr(,~llar pib 
and somr probahlr root disturbanc('s n61 363 and 36·'1 ,J(6) north of lilr ptnannular ditch. and lurthc:r ('~t .1 RTOUp 
of pO~lhClIt's (:\67 '\76) includin~ ;l row of post st'uinll;'l lor a fC'I1('r lint' (370 374, A numlx'r of th('s(" J>O!>lhol("~ nit 
thr fill of lh~ l>ha..'IC' 7 plou~h furro\\ abo\"(,,:\11 tht,'«"' Iralurt'~ rrlatt'd to r~('('nt infomlal ('xtf'nsiom of lht' ~r(kl1~ 
or huuSC's un ScJuth ,\\-rnu('. and w('rt' nut cxcd,\,atro 

. \1\ irr('gular '{lilly 216 I\in~ mainly "'uhin th(' Mra rnrloM:,d by mt' prnannular ditch \\as almn!'t cf"rtdinh dn 
;lnimal bum,w, JX'rha~ of rt'lali\rh rt'("('nt ori~n. 

Re/llh'Onihip of th, (.tcamled artn w fiaturlJ 11l tl'll/ualion IrmcheJ 

I \\{) prinnp.11 illignmt'nlS ofliu('ar 1f-.llul"('S w("r(' identified in t1w cvaluation trrncht'~ we-t of the main t'xca\,ated drf'a, 
th~)lIl.!;h Ih,. wrlt('mporanrit)' or I(-alun"~ uf cumparahlr aligntru'nt (annot n('("('~sarily be- a.~sum('d __ \ \'('!'Y approximatc'l~ 

nmtlH'd I 'Oulh'",e'l .tli~mt'1lI "as fullow('d b, gulli" in I'rrl1ch(', 2, 3 and 12 .. \ S('cond ali~ment wmbte-d of 
rou~hly north·..oulh ~lli~s/ditch(',. found 11\ Trt"nchr5 ~l, 4,12 and 2 'from we .. t to ('a.~l :\ further shallo ..... dmh in 
I rt'nrh h Wd.\ on .1 ,imilar but not C"x.u-tiy pdrallt'l alil{llInt'ot Tht f('atuft''' of the <;t'(ond group all had lhr ~m(' 

li,lO!;ht wt'y ilt; fill ilnd rna)' hav(' bclon~('d to a COn!('mpor.lry, but undatrd, pba.."C" or fldd di\'i~ioll/endosuft'~, Th('rt' 
W;L .. no r('all) iRnihcant difference 1)(,1\\'('en th(' fills of til\' t .... o group~ or f('alUrt's, ho",('\'rr. so II i~ uncertain ",h(,lhn 
this indil"dlf'~ that mO~1 of m(' linNr fralurt" ..... err bn'adl~ n'"trmp(jrary despitt' their colllraslin~ a.1i~m(,IlI~, ()r wrrr 
of widtly diff("rin~ date ror two of lht',(" ft'<llmes in I rrll('h 2 ~"(' Pha'>t' j abo\-"('), 

In Trrllrh 12 .1 gull\" in tht' fiN! j{l'()UP 01 linrar r(',IIUrrs 121'1 W,h wt by onto of tht' n01"lh-~outh gullit"s 1117). 
I'hl' rOmlf"r rralurf' produ("~d ninc flint .. and tht' laltrr a inl{lt'" llinl. Th("St' and mt" nonh-south ll;Ulh in l"rt'fuh 2 
WIth 011(' fmgmt"ot w('rt' thr onl" n..lluation lr('m-h ft'aturM j'Xl·t'pt in Trcnrh I to product' any Iititil- malerial 
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Thr charartcT of thr Amt from 12/8 UK fill If 1:,/9 ~<U kjrnllca1 10 that of the" rt'5t of l~ mal("rial from tht- lilt' 

to lht' t"iI. t, and It rna\- bt- that thi., rt'atu~ was of prr'histori. dalr. A mall, abradrd. 1I;1'l7..ed m~-al ~ht'rd ('amr 
from tbt' fill 1216 of thr !.lIer north-'lOUth f(Ul1, If rrliably !'>tralififii thIS ht'rd indlcatN a rtlativd, 13lt" datC' for 
lhlS r ... alun- althou~h. as mtntioned abo\"C.'" such" dalt' cannot ntCMsari!\ hr r'l;trapol.ut"d to othtt ft'aIUre5 of compar

,lbi(' a1il(Jllllrnl 
rhr lilb oj alJ tht' liur-ar (t'aturf"S Kirnlifi«l in thf" ('\a1uduon UTnrhUl'C .... ('Tt' O\!(,Main b~ a mid bro'A--n sill\ da, 

la)t'r on avt'raR;1" c_ n.20 m. thick. ("omparablt" to 14\('r 101 in tht" main cxra\ation. ·nli.~ was interprt'lt"d as a P"'-'ilM 

plou~...oil brnt-alh ,ht' topsoil. 

THE FINDS 

f'OrrERY by \IJST\IR B.\RCIAY and PALl. BOOTH 

"')mt' +-1 plllt(·~ hrrd wrighin't 181 ~. \\-t"n:' rrco\!("rrd from tht' ('Xca\dliun including a sin~l(' MU'rd from Ih~ 
('\aluatil)!1 Wllu'xt 12/6 111~ mat('riai \\a5 in poor condition dIld gt'nrrallv ("Onsi:;u"d c)f \"t'~ ~mall fra'{n1rlluj t.I thr 
t\\o Rom.1Il h('rw are exduded m(' aH'ra~(' herd ",eill;ht "'as aimo!>1 t'x.lt.tlv 3 ~. nIt' hereb rt"prt's<"nted a "'lck 
range of ~ri(KI . but th(' majority ",ere of late Iron \~r 10 l·arl.,. Rom.ln datr. lb~ ,ile and condition of lht' hC'rd: 
mt'<Ult that liume- Kkntificauoru "'~r~ in('\'itabl~ t('ntaUH'. 'nllr of th(' matt'riaI tll('ritt'd illu;;tration, The brukdo",n 

of th(" pntlrl) by prnod is ~um~ in T ablt' I 

TAlI If. I SD1\I\RY 01 1'0 1"1 ERY RLCO\'LRLD 

Pott(',.... 

Middle ;\t'Ulilhil' PW'rborou'th Wart· 
I.alr ;\~()lithil' (;roo\.NI \\ art' 
Lat(' 'colithic /rarly BronL(' . \~ 
?Bronze ,\ c;r 
?I..dtcr Hron/(' \~ 
~I ron .-\ Il;r 
1 .. \1(' Iron \'t('/rarl~ Ruman 
Ruman 
"-it'dit·\'.ll 
?Po,t-mc·dic·\.tl 

l.\R1.Y PRUIISTORIC POnLRY b) ,illS I \IR R\R(:I.\y 

; . q. 
I 0, 

I I g. 
, III g, 
26 (87 g. 
2 17 g. 
I 3. 
1 12 g.) 

Inr('(' plain lu"rd.\. ('ith('r v.;th Hint, quanzil(, or 1011(' and grn~ (t"mptr frum (,Onlnl 132 and 2£H, an- of 'C'ohthic 
dau", l'h(' flim-t('mJX'rt"d \h('rd ('owd bt" t"arlirr or I.u('r :\('olithic in datt"o ",hile the- other two fabric arT morr liit'l.,. 
10 hrlollj{ to tht' P(,lerborou~h War~ tradition of Ih(' mid"IAtc :\rolilhi( .\ \inglt' W'~-temJl('r('d herd sr 213 I 

drwratro \\lth up to (ilur paralld gro()\("I, b identi/1l·d as latr :\("olithic Gron\t"d \\an'. f'our ~'It'mJX'rt'd h('rdJ 
sf 246 could ('ilh(,f ht of it imilar dat(' or tarlo. Bronzr ,\I(c" St:\.'e-r-.J hnru Sf 361 III a l('acht:1i wll-It"Tllpc'n-d 
labri( rrom CClllt('xt 107 wuld lx of Illiddl(' Bronu .\ 't(' d.ul' And a hrrd in a hn(' Rl"OIit and und fabric u of 
indC't('mlin.u(' pos~ibl(' Bronze .-\gt dale, 

nlt rathrr mixt'd characl('r of tht' matrrial r('IIt"( I th(' findinfiC\ from d~", hc.-rt' ""llhin thr Cppcr 111anleS VaUr .... 
notAbl .... Drayton and Yamlon \\h~r(' ~urfa('(' St:aut" ..... contalllllll( .1("wmuIAlion'< or hUlh :"\eolithit, and Bronze .\~ 
pe'tIer.,.. h.ld 1)I"'t"n pr('-.('nrd bv lat("r d('~it .. of plou'th~il and/or aUU\ium. 

IRO:\\(;I. \"01.\ rER POri lR\ b, PALl. BOO I H 

Four \h('rc:i: \\-t're tt'nlali\-'('Iy as:oignt'd to th(" Iron \'t(' .\11 \\('f(' in ba~lC"all)' and-t("mprr('(i fabrics., with a \ari,'" of 
Iessr-r inliu lon~, indudin't flint in on(' case on(anic m.a:trrial and ~rng" While .1 middlr Iron \~ dut' ~ con\idt'r~d 
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"If"'t like-!\ lilT' all 01 tht:"Sl' ht'fd.", nunt' i, .mributah!(" \0 this pt"nod .... ilh compklt' conftdrnct Onr hrrd caml" from 
a :-('~ ,,,)(1011) fill !IJ8 of thr JX·nannuI.aT dit<h 175 and OInt' from fill 143 of Ph ... '\(" 3 dilCn 176, Tht' othrr 1 .... 0 fra'CIDrnls 
"('It' hOlh from I,)\("f 107 .. 

lilt" I.ltc Iron .\gt'/t'arl, Roman. h('((b 'H'ft' m~t.I, in gr()~'lrmfX'n:d fabrK.~ All .... t·fr il$'\i~cd to a 5ttnc:ral L 
\'\ll' Irnn \~'It'arl~ Roman 'lklgic tYlX" fabm "art' C".jl1('~'1'\ in lhe- O.\U Iron .\gt: and Roman pout'T)' rt'(:ordin~ 
~,Irm SU~f)Up~ of IhC' E wa.n: daD .... hich '0\('", )ll'('i("nt .... (""w [10 organic IrmpelTd fabrics I h("n:I. E30 
,(),U'W" and·tf'mJX'rffl fabri('~ -4. ht':rcb and E80 grog·temp.:"rf'd fabriC'S 21 :!iht'T(h.~ Thrc(' small rim ,hrrru ..... rtt 
pll' C·III. 1"'0 in L3f) and one in E.8O fitLrics AJI .... n,. probably from jan or necktd bo .... b characI('ri,tie;: of tht''-f' 
fitbriu but 110nr .... a., sufIkirlllh large for Ih~ 10 Ik' (,(·nain. Illt'v fabrics an' ",;drl, distributro in !.hI' rl!'g;on ,md 
oUr bm.ldh dat.\blt· to thr I\t C'entun' \ D In mOM I.L'-C" !.hC'Y df("" Iikt'l~ IQ hd\"t' ~I!'n out (II U!iC bdurr tilt"' t'nd til 
Ihr ((·l)tul). bUI Ihc·.f dau: of introduction i$ Ina: cnlain. Sh("rd~ in thtM' f.tbrit-s prO\;dl!' lilt" prim'ipal dAting r .... idt"nl t" 
'01' thr ,il(, '>l'qUl'nn", bcin~ found in fil1~ of mOM or .hl' maJor Ph,b.' 3 and ,I ft""alure\. 

i'lL(" two Rom.1Il ,hl!'rds (00(, .\ ba.o;(') ..... af' both in O.\Ll [Ibrit' R:JB. a ,\;lI1d oUld grog'l('mperl!'d ft'duct'd co.tt'(' 
\,arl' from an unknO"TI sourn" ..... i!.hin Ih(' r('/{ion, Prl'wnt I!'vidc'nc'l!' UI{gI!'~I' a later I~I 2nd ('(,llIut)' d.\I(' r,lIlgr for 
lhi~ I~bric ,\ mdJl. fine oxidi.\t"d fragmrnt mi~hl ..i.l'lO ha"r ~f'n of Roman dat(' bUI \\'a~ Ihou~hl mort' Iikd~ In 1)(' 
!lCl'l-mtdit'\al. '\UI1(' of IhrS(" pi('('e~ .... (""f( .. wril·tratifL("d. 

I U' I b) THUtES,\ OlRDFS ro. B 

\ tol.11 of 1052 pi«cs of flint Wl!'fe r('('O\'(""l'('d from Ihe ('Xl.l\'aIlOIl. includin~ 11) pit'ct'~ from thl!' ('\',lluation. I·lint 
.... aJ ~('o"l!'r('d from Ihl!' dcanf'd ~urfall' 01' thl!' \itr, and abo frum ft'atuN's and Ia,ef': Only thrtt p'('('n of burnt 
ull"urkrd flim ..... ('re ('on«tro, A IOtal of 731 pi('f~ of .... "rud milt UOlC from.l 'in~1!' conKxt. 236. a po5-"ibk- ditd. 
\('munaJ Icxalrd 10 thr "Outh of tht' ptnannular wt!'h I1lr \'a'lt m.ljnrity 01 fJim" from thi. .. context .... ("rr 'Imall t hips 
.1Ild minodt"bilollo:,r amountin~ to 559 pitHS 

RaJl "."tmd/ 

Ille l1int i~ of rt'asonably good qualil) for l1ak.in~. r.tngin~ from p.t1e Ixi~ to d.lrk brown In colour, a.ud of \--arym't 
tr.Ulslu('('ncy. Corti('alion was nOI prtS("nt on Ihl!' mitltlrlly of pitH"!, .llthough -.oml!' were light.ly spt'tklrd. Conex wa\ 
grncralh thin and bro"TI. or creaml/~igt' in colour \11 flint "a.~ in a frl!'~h {·ondilion. It iJ pos~iblc- that Oint wilh 
the li~IH ('oloUN'd n.rt('x ma" be chalk Aim, It is uJl(l'n.lin whtthrr lhr flint .... a~ locally obt;IinC"d from gr.wc! d('p()~il~, 
or "ht'lh('r it ""a~ brou~ht 10 the sile from funh('r .dit'ld, a!i. dppc.lrl!'d to br the cast' "ilh flint found during IlIr 
Y;amlon·Cas~in~on t'\'a]uiJtions -.oml!' :J km, a\\;\)·.·2 \ likr"ly <;ourn: ..... ould Iw tht' Aim d('po~iL~ rrom 1il(' ChiitC'rm 
to liIe" routh~wnt iI" lo('al flint is of poor qu;alil) 

Thl' Jft1lb.toor4 

"Ilw hil ic COOlI)()\ition of 111(' a't\tmbla~t" i~ ~ummari'f'd in TablC" :2. 

T.\IIU. 1 SDI~L\RY or ILI"I RECO\'EREO 

'\arro .... fhln Blade (;orr R('(ouchrd Otht'f row 
2Hl 51 66 23 3,1 

Drbtuq:t. Somt' 42% ClfaU flili matt':ria] .... a.s broltC"n d.ud mt"lrical anaJ"i~ "a~ not altt':mptl!'d. flak~ dl'ari) domill.lI(, 
thl' unmodiftrd truck material. a1thou/i:h narm'" flak(' il.lld bl ... dr form a ignificam proponion \2~U' of all llakt 
mat('rial flak(',. n.llTOW flakt':!; and bladt's. Such it pl!'rt'{'llIal::f' would 1)(' rrprclf'nlati\e of a lar~r1y ('arlier '\f'Olilht{ 
a't'ot'mhla~('". 01 tht' 183 l1akl!'!, 15.3~ l)Orr do"'t! b1.ldC" :r.can, furthC"r 5upponing an rarl) datt'o Thr majorit\ or 

For furtht'r dC"taih Stt J>,~I Booth .. '\. BO\ It' ilnd (; J) Kf'I'\'iIL • \ Romnno-BriLish Kiln Sitl!' at 1'O ..... t'r Farm .. 
'\ul1eham Count'nay, and other Site~ on thl' Didwt to Oxfi)rd .md \\"oollon 10 Abingdon \\'dtl!'r Maim. Oxforruhirr', 
ChOl/lnulO. !viii fI gen" 135 6. 

I) Bradl") , 'Th(" Hint'. in G He~ . "Yamt(ln-Ca ~ml{l/)n t\"alu.uion. 1993' "unpuhlishl!'d O,\U and tn~liih Hrri· 
ta)(r dncumt'nt. F("bruan' 1991,67 

~. Ford. ·Chnmologi<:ilI.Llld functional ;\spl!'Cl'l III ~lllll .b.~nlbl .. 'tt':'l'. in\~ Bro",,'n and M,R , t:'dmonds Il!'d,. , 
l.JVrU I1fD!JIlJ and IA0 BriJuh Ptdwlory B.\R Bril. St-r, ("h;ii. 1!IR7) 73, 7~1. 
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IIdkr m;l{(-n.t.l (1)0 i'l of \anous inner flalrw 6-16%, t'X( h.llling dllf"o with ide and distal trimmings accuuntin~ for 
21 I'\. .mel compktrh (-onicaJ ftakM forminlit 13'11t of tht' ICltai. 11lr rf'latl\\~l} high proportion or fl.a.k braring 
(Urlrx \UlO{r t:-. that Iht' pnmaI) tall;t' of flim In,lpping tuok plan· on itt'. 

Con- rrjuV('n,uion and ('OIT prC"paralion \\a! carrictt out nn ilC". Sru'n 'On" tablf"u W('n" rtl'O\Tn"d as urface- fllld~ 
and lrom the- fill nllhr t'nciosurf' ditcht' )"wo« n" It'd bl.ulc-~ wc-r(' al10 Tf'cu\trt'd ~ ~urfa(t' find me" ()rdcti,'('1 of 
fTC .... tillQ;, and f("JU\rnalion u .. in~ con" tablt't:. arC" t)llir.aJ uf\1n;ulilhil and 10 a I r rXIt'111 ('d.rii('r :\rolithil 1IldU .. tTit" , 

I ht' d.."f'mblagr mnsi\tC"d almost t:'xdu~iv('l~ of lufl- hamm('T ~lrUI k nakf"S 43.8% of aU unmodifit>d IlakM Hammrr 
l11url,. was di"ICrmiblr on 7b% of all A.-tk~, :\arro",-hUlIt'd noll,... .... rl'(" mOM cummon, rt'p~5t'"nting SO"" of all rrcordtd 
huth. \Insl narro", bUlh 'H'Tt' nf Iht' line"ar t)l)1", :JOIIfo WC'IC' pUJl('liform, ~\ith a f('\o\o winl(t'd bUlli .• Surh narfOw 
hUlb ofiro .lCcolTlpany soft hammC"r flaking, and Ihi~ c-umhLndtinn i a't.tiu typic oil 01 ('arlit-r indu ui(' _ 

\ 10tAI 0113 ror" wt'rr wll('ctrd rrom lhf' Itl'" lahlt- { Cor('s .... '·r(' fairl~ mall and worl.,J·d-do\\l1. wt'il{iu rdngrci 
fmm 11 h1 g" \\ilh an f'\'('n spn'ad of\.t.lu("~ in hC'\\-H'C'1\ H1.tdl' wrl"~ dominatt'd the coll('('Iiou IC',j,{, Fil-:. H 1\1). h 
,lIld tile" IX f1ak(' U)re~ t',g. Fi~. H !\o. :> also Ixll'f' n,\rruw flak,. rrmO\al . C:or~ "t'ft- dili<'ardt'd wht'll 111) furthrr 
lI.tkn could I~ dt'tacht'd, .111d in o;omt" C,I {'S lx'I;lU (' kJl.dpping ill ('idt'nt~ (auSt:'d I:\{("!\ to br uJl\.'o()Tkablt', PL.ufonn 
,Ihr,l"ion, "hidl str('ngtht'tlS Ih(' {'Ofe edgt, ,mel rt'I1lO\T~ prnJt."clif)n~, lhu .. lacilililting runht"r hl,lett' rt'mO\.u, \\,.1' 

n'( orded Ull 01.111\ of the hlade ('Oft"s. 

Sinlil;lr platfurm 
hlad{-

Bipolar bladf' 

1 \HLL 1. COR!. IlI'OLOG\ 

Othr-r bladl I r..1('d nodulr \Iulli-platlorm 
Il.tkt' 

h , 
Int.tl 

23 

111(' ~mdll !oiz(' of corM m.l~ be- rt"lau"d 10 a c('n.un t"xtt'nI to Ih(" iz(' of nodul('~ available, but if \\ork..lhlt' Hint 
W.l\ brought 10 tilt' ~itt" from any <ii,tanct', il i, likd~ that 1111' matt'rial \\a\ \\orkcd down .t.~ murh .t.~ 1>O"ible 

/U(lIurhNj ",almal. \ total of 1·1 rt"lollclll"d plt"C'f'!o \-\ tIT {olk( (c'd .md .It(' ummMbt'd in I'abl(' I. \ ranA" of implt'l1lcnt ~ 
..... IS r('co\l"l'C'd; ir .111 finds from conlt'Xl!; nil arc exdudt'd in ord('f to n('.'«l\t' tht' hial'ing dfc'('l of the- loUgt, numl:wr 
of t hips col1l"ctt"d from thi., cOntt'xl, tht' r('(ludu:-d C'(Jmponnll .lnlOUnlS 10 9.3' D of Ihe as.st'mhldgt' 3,3", w·jlh UIIlU.'XI 
:t1b includ('d ..-\ numher of piec('~ ('an Ix- ,mign("d .1 !\ksolilhic d,IIC' \11 four mkmliths Fi l<!;. fI :\'m. I --I M(" ~m,tll, 
rod-likt' ba(kl'd blad("lets, of J acobi's da>;s ,i." Th ... se.1l'(" likc'l)' to d,\le 10 Iht' lalt'r ~h-,olilhit, from ( 8:iOO HI' I'hrrr 
of tht" microlilh<; ('aim: rmrn cont("xl 236. \ po>;sihlt, burin alllO ('.tIl1l' from thi' cont('xt alld muld Ill" hro.ully d.l.lt'd 
to the :o.ln(llitnic ,\ '\1esolilhic tr(11Uhll axc' li~. 8 :\u. 10 'hI. ruund in lht' 'l!luthcnl tt'rminal of tht" partl) (olln'ntl'ic 
ditfll 177, .mel .... ould o;("cm to be .1 ddibnatC" dcpt:,!oit, Of Ihe r("lflullwd 1l.lkn, Iwo trull('att"d blades Fi~. H ,\" .. , 7 
and R tan IX' datt:"d 10 tht' .\It'soLithic Trdlrd n.J.kr M(" fnund in .l ~mblal{{-' frum rn(' \lC"Solithic throulI;h 10 thl 
(·arh Brol\l:r \ g!!', a a~ f.'l.hntator!l. The kaf aO"l,....hr.td IIR II :\0. lJ is mor(' c\()l;C"h datablf- to the" r.lrlic'r 'rohthi! 

I\RLL' RI IOl·( liED H)R.\I' 

RC·tUlKlwd \lil rnlith Sc-rapt"r \ .... 11 \0"11\\ hrad ~('fralcd I, ... bril'ator Burin ,-" Intal 
fl.lll' pU"'J"(I'r flal. 

Ih h 2 2 lJ 

~ 1 \'pol()~ after J Tixi('f, \,1 I. I lli/_11I and H Rod1/' Ptdllll)l1t rb '" l"Inri tmi/k. I~ tt Itdrnoluzrt 
(' RL p . \ntibt'~, 11180 

R,:\.1. B.mon, IImgilthury ilIad, [~.TrItl. I iii. 2' I.lJU (PI'" Paltuolllnu and hub .\lr QJ,(),u ,',re I ql):Z , 270 
R. Jawbi , nIt' ~1('V)lithil' of Su.' l'" in PI Dn-wrlt rd, l "lhato/qcr III SWla (p.1D 150() (:8.\ R,... Rrp. 

XX". I q78 I,,) 22. 
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Tht' S('Cond arm" he'ad ~ onh a pos!iibll' example a\. it is frattmt'ntacy and could not Ix- cia! ,Ukd funher. both ""t'rt' 

wrfac(' find'l. 
Tht:' mo~t common fC'toudu:'d implt'menb. ~implC' r('touched flake! and scrapen, are I("<;~ diagnostic -[be scrapt:n 

Y\("rt all rnd scraptn apan from on(' side scrape-f .• \lmos, aU wert' surface find\. :-'Iost t'xamples ..... ere madt- on 
hard-hammer .. truck Ila.k.es and SOffit' "1:«' tn"pl\ Of l rudely (,{outh«l. One (,JeamplC', ho ..... ever ..... -as mack on a 
lafJ!:c Rake .... hieh .. howed 'igm of pLnfonn abra.~ion and also bore dorul black <;C~. This SC'rapt"f may pos ibl", be 
of t'arlirr :\('oliiliic dale but it l~ likf'ly that tht' othen. an" of a ial('f date. 

The ft'toucht-d flalt"S are also probably of a \'arYt~ of date<., and aJf<Un m05l of ,h('S(' wert surface fin&.. Examples 
\\ith thit·" butlS, ~truck \~;th hard hammers wt'fe pre nt bUI 501i-hammt'r ~truck pieces incJudin~ one ..... ;th do('Qi 
blade ';('ar; froln cunl('xt 1:i2) were al!lO ft'co\('red. 'rhe laltl'r mol} be of ('arlier Neolithic datt"o 

l,onf,(xt 236 

This contl'xt, the .. in~k till of a possible dit( h tl."'nninai, .. vas .11\0 examined scpa.ratdy in order to charactcri~ the 
drpo .. it mort ful". l1,e as5(""mblagt' i-'i "-umlI\.aris("d in ("able 5. The proportions of flak('s, llarro~ flak~ and blades 
are .. imilar to tho'4-' from the ite a.\ a whole .. , he technolo~y is aL'\O comparable, ",;th 'loft hammer flaking and!laITQ\~ 
bUlts cle.lri} dominating. 'nll!" most obvi.ous diffeft'llct' b lht' lar~ qUiUllit)" of chips and microdebitage pm.ent. 
reco\ ercd Ihrou~h 'ic\'"ing th(' ~ingle fill of thi, fcaturt .. rhis would SU'G(~t the dq)Osit W<Ui an 111 SItu kuappinv; dump, 
l)(I<.siblv thl' rt~ult of'i('\"cral contemporaJ) ep~ of knapping. It is unlikdy that Hint was !mapped dir('ctl,,· into 
thl.'" featun' as Hake'S ",crt' dilllributed t'\"C'nl) throughout the fill. It mol} have i:>t:en knappe-d 011 the ed~ Of nearb~ 
and 5ulN'qul."'nuy swt'pt in. It appears thal tht primal)' stages of knapping art less weU-rcpft'scnt(~d in this context 
than the) art' on lhe- sitt' as a whole. rt'rc .. nta~<i of conical and trimming flakes ",('rt' lower than for the r~t of tht' 
<;itt' at I.h% and n.6oto rt'l>pt"ct..i\"('I). fhe coJ"("s Me blade corn or bladt' co~ fra~t'nu, and tht' only f1ak~ rorr has 
lI<1rro'" flake removals. T",o core tablets werr dbo recovered rrom thr drposil. 

T .. \HLE 5. SLM:"lARY OF ASSE)'IBI..AGE FROM CO:\TLXT 236 

n .. kes :'\arruv, Bladr--s Chip$ CoR'S Retouched Other Total 
Aake-~ fomu 

III 23 Ib 55q 5 4 9 731 

Refittin~ was attempted: althoug-h no om.·ious refit.s were round mally of the largrr pie("('!! ~lill braring cort('x wert' 
.Ipparentl~ from tht' !\3ffir nodules, and it b \el) po~~iblt' that had timr a.llowed further \\ork, rt'"fiu of ~me of m~ 
"mailer flakes (ould ha\'e b('TIl identified. Tht' presem'c of threl.'" micraliths in tht' fill 'rna pristine dnd one ~napped 
with a .. Iig-ill l'akium carbonate ('Ilcru~ta.lion mav indicate a ddibrratt" deposit; thrt'(' chance losses in a pit or ditch 
\\ auk:! '>C'f'"m unlikel} 

DiscUJsion a1ld dahng 

rhe bulk of lithic material from the site ("an Ix· broadly dated to the' later Mesolithic/earlier Neolithic 
on the basis of the technology employed. As diagnostic indicator.-; for both periods are preS('nt (microliths: 
later ~I('solithic, leaf arrowhead: earlier ~eolithic it is difficult to be more specific regarding the date 
of the dC'bitage; in all likelihood there i.s a mix of the twO periods. Much of the less diagnostic rClOuched 
material 'scrapers and retouch('d flakes) would apJXar to be later than the lau:r Mesolithic/earlier Neo
lithic date propo"ed for the bulk of the assemblage. However. a few of th("sc pieces would appear to be 
contemporary with lht' earlier material. Although tht" material from context 236 would appear to be 
~Iesolithic in datt". it would be unw~ lO rule out an earlier :":eolithic date completely as the microliths 
may r("prf'scnt a deposit of residual material. 

The range of retouched implements on the site might suggest activity of a domestic nalUf(". The 
retoucht'd component of the ~S("mblage is quitc high at 9.3% if compared to Wainwri~ht's su~ested 
proportion of .1- 5% for a domestic 3.')~('mblage. Thi.'i might indicate the site had a ritual function, 

I GJ \\"ainwri~ht, rhe Flint", in 'The'" Excavation of a '\('Ohmic SettlemC'"nl at Broome Heath. DilChilll{ham, 
:o-.'orfolk' Proc Prthut. Soc :<X.X\iii 1972 • .J6. 08. 
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although more- lipt"cialised rttoucht>d items such as ax("!Ii and arrowht'aru might be eXp<.'cled in this C.tst' 

Riw,d activity rna.) I how(:\"C'r. be observC'd in the dt·po ... ition of the Iran.Mt a"(C" in a ditch lerminal, .tnd 
pO""i!>!y also thl' thrt"(, minoliLhs in contC"xt 236. tvidenc(" for c;;imilar acts of d(·liberate deposition h 

\\dl dcxumC'nu'd for the who\e- (ounu..".I. 

rile'f!' i . h()\\(,H'r, unc("rtaint)' as 10 lh(" datt: of lht' penannular ('ndoo;urc and its partly ('OnCenlnc 
ditch. It i almtht n:nain, ho\\('wr, that til(" lithic milterial prrdatcs it and lhat flint found in ditch hll<., 
is n·dq)()sit('d. with Iht" deJiberal(, dl'po~ilioJ1 of lht residual: ~Iesolithic Iratu'llli axC'. 

1l1cn: i., lillic' C"\'idl"nce for latcr ~k'i()hlhif and ('arlit'r ~("olithi( 3('0\;(, in this area of lh{'lllame<; ba in 
lholl!Z:h ongoing ("xed\ alions at Varmon ha\t' n'\"('alc-d hnd, and realun:!I ran~ng from lht" lalt'r ~1C's()litlll(.' 
throu~h 10 tht" BranZ(' Age, This suggc'st~ lh;u rdati\"f'ly blank an'as in this pan orth(" Thames VaJky m.t\ 
in fi.let han' Illuch to n'na!; many silt·, may n'main dnply burir-d duC' 10 their noodplain location 

OII11'.R SI 0:\1: OBJECTS b, P.\l'L B()OIH ha dun idt'OIific.uiom b~ FlO:",'\ ROE 

I ... u,lo:(' rnun<kd qU,tnLltt pt"bbit'll ""'rrr f('cO\t'rrd hom a nurnht"f of conU'xl!! and aI:.o umtratilird in Rrnnal dt"aniul( 
InN" wuuld ha\(' QC"e urrro I"('adil) in thr .Ifra. Onl' of qu.trt.r.itiL' ""'lid IOnt. had damaji!(l"d ('nd, ~hl(h rnll{ht indie air 

Uo;('" a. .. a hamml'l"'lOnr, but thb "as nnt ft"rtain. :";0111' of thc' ulhrf I"XampiM. inc luding onr 10ul1<1 in tlu- wrmin.tl (II 
th(' wnc'flltrir ditch as .. nualed \\ ith a \J(,\C)lithir .1xr ,huwl"d am tra{'M (If U\t' Thr«" rra~rntnti.ll)· pirn-s 01 !Ill( h 
.. tOIlM ~hO\,('d liv;ht triK(' .. of bumin~, \\hi( h rna, llil\t" c3u-'W'd thtu- frou turr Onl\ on(' (If thne Wa.!I ~tr.uih('d. in thr 
fill (If,l Phase 3 1(UiJ' 3111 

l .'YJRO,\\If.,\ I \L L\IDE'\CL 

rh(" itt was (":oct('n~i\('ly ~mpkd fhr \Ari()u~ kind of ('mironnlt'ntal rl'mam~. amplr'" brin~ takrn mainl, from diu h 
flU ... hUI pl'('SC'I'\.ltion of su<h rrmains \\<" .. lor tht' nlU" pan pt'K)r. Ilu' \Oil condition .. w('r(' quilt' il('idi(' ,md ,1.111111.11 

bonl' and mail'l did nflt ~lIr\'i,(', Otht'T tYP('$ of mat('rial wC're' prt'~t'nt in ,mall (IU.1ntitic:s . 
. \ numht-r of tht' qJupJrs takrn for rarh(}lli<;('d pl.mt r(,lluim pruduu'd IIU 'i~ificant I11atrrial. l-1ol~ hum l1inl" 

o;ampl. \\<('1'(' ('x.l.min('d bridh', a .. fo11O\\ . hut no furtht'r anal) "'" \\ iLS rccomm("nded. 

CIL\RRLD PI. \"\""I R~_\I.\I'S b, GILl C\'\II'IILLI. 

:\jo(' flnl ~f'rt '.umrn 3' 10 the-ir ront('nt \Iurh of Iht" (h.urt'd IlMlrrial ~a~ lwa\ il" mlJ1frali..~f>fi. (:harrrd h.w,j·nut 
fragmrnl'" ~tr(' rt"('O\'('r('d from ditt'h fill 23iJ and il la~t" qu.tntm of (I.lk ~'harnMI ~~ .. prrSC'nt ill .unplt" II:i hll I H t 
nf("(IIl«'nlric dilch ('ut 181 Samplt· of2Iilrt'~ from hfCUll.ltiull dump 315 ('ulllain('d rhi .. omt and stall..llaJ(l1l('nt~ 
from wa SC'S a\ "('11 as a I ttia/lA~rw !ip. 'ir('d . . \/'mluJjfllll4JuJ hlinlu ~td~ ,md a huUrd whe.tl gram. ~.tmpl .. IHi 
frllm mntt'xt 1*)8 anQthrf fill of Ih(' COIll('IlIrK- ditth produ«'d a I.\ir ,I mount of unth.1ITrd mat('riai. It i.~ 1)0 iill" 
th.u thl'l drpt'lsit \\a.s wat("flufltgrd in ,lIlliqllit, or d( .... r to thr \\<.\tc-r 1.lhl ... 

I~)LLJ.'\ .\'.\I"IS 01 rH~, J)J Jell IILI.', I" ROB ,( \111 

/lllrodurli(m 

Poilc'n anah li"d (arrird OUI nn tht edim('nt filh ol"lhC' fM illlC' :"\rohthil l.tt('" Iron .\fi(f" doublr-(\itl"hrd C'lIClmurr 
I"ht" inllC'r dilch lUI I·HI nion h, ampl,'l 141 118 W.I' sounpkd in dt'lail b~ GI'('~)r; Campbrl1 01 o.\l' Iwo 

I J I h0111.1 , IVtJllnA-m,t! W \"roltthu Ifl9l, liU 2. 
9 II. C'L~", 'ThC' !\1C'..olithic ,lIld :'\('olithil illlhr O'(liml R('l(ion', in (; Bri't~i,J. Cook and 1 Rowle-), j'd. Iht 

Inh4tOiDc tifth~ (),,[rmJ RtgWn IQRb, 18 'n 
HC') , op_ (II. notr h; (i. H('~, Vamtoll (:a; in.l(tl.n l~nJnt: , '.trllton Hoodplain 8.199:', po.t-txc.l\,HlIIII .1.'iSC'S5~ 

mtnt' o.\P .tnd EIl'{li h Ht"rita~(' report, Ft'hrudI) 1()I)tj\ H.m·I.I\., R Rr,ul1('\., G HI'~ and (; Lamhric k, IllI' 
Earlin Pre-Ill,to!,) of tht' Oxford Rr2lon in Ih .. LII~:hl .. I Rl'lt'Ot R(' 'an h' OX01U/fl.RQ, bei 199ti 8 10. 
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spot sampks from tht" OUU'T ditch. CUI 327 lJOn I'>, samplf- 12ij.and I.:. h.a\"~ also txTn anah~ for rompamon 
\'11th cui 148. PoUrn~'" of lhnc ditch ("Onlnl\ \\;,u umkrtak.c-n ns.t'ntiaUy to prm.w data on tht f'mironmt"nr 
In ",hieh the' rndosul'"r' was ("(In .... ruc'led and to a.5l:('rtam if du'", \\("I'"r' an) tt'mpom difff"Tl'nCM e\vm brl"'tTn (h(' 
("on~lru( lion 01 Ih(" inn("r and OUlrr ditch. 

St.mdard prou'dur<"!o \\C'rt" wt'd for !.he extraction of th(' poUt"H and ~r Polien .... a~ succ,""fulh ("Xlranl"d from 
thr min("ro~("ni(" fill of the enrlosurr diICh~. Pollen counb 01 300 Wdin'l plu~ 'Port'<; W('rt' made' whrn' I>M ible and 
for duch cut l'l8 a dMgram Fi~, 9 has b«n COlUlructtd Dal.l art' pn .... f'11It·d in Tabl('~ 6 and 7 \\ith poUt"n cakuw,trd 
.:L\ .l prITC"ntagt' of (Ilia! dl) l.rnd poU('n t.dJ.p. and $pOrt"« ~ a ~rc('nt. ... ~ III this sum plus po~. ThC' chara('(('rulk: 
nr the t .... o prolllrs arc mmmarbc-d as follO\ .... 

Innn dll~" {'/II III!: Polko was al)S('nI in the lo\\('s( ...unpk 1421 in lhf" bonum of fill l-19. In lhe 'iampb .lbon' lhi~, 
h('rh~ art' domin.tnt 60 8O~ t.d.l.p with lrt"('S and ~hrubs to maxima of28<lto and 10..,. respttu\dy. Sinn" tht"rt' ~ 
ft'"w \"arialtoll' in tht" poilt'n 5(X"""Ctra lhrou~ thls profl.le. poU('n I.onalion ha..~ not bttn carnro out. Then" i • ho\\t'\cr, 
d Iiulr t"\"jdrnc(" of hilthtr numbf'" of U"u~ and hrul,.. in the- Im~er contl'"t'!. and t"xpatl.~ton of IIIOm!!! hC"fh "-pt"S in lhl' 
uPlXr COnt('xti. Tim INtltfo birch. and Cmyiltf (lDt1Jmut InX"' hau'! alonlt \\lIh Q,1C"ITU!l oak an' fdat",d~ mol""(' 
imponant in til(" Upr)('r pan of (Onl{,XI 149. Sporadic OC"CUrTt'nCM of 1~1QLJ pint). Fra.n1f1lJ ;1.,h , .. FfltUJ htedl and 
]lI1Itpnw t\'JX' junir)("r ill""{'" abo nolC"d. Quercu N'maim the rnO'lt imponam lrf't' taxon throughout tht' profilt". LriC"a· 
H'ar ,ift' abo prt"!.rnl. In contl'XU 149 upper. I j I. 154 and 155 ht'rbs ilt(' dominatt'd b\ Puac('a(' ~. l.anucal' 
illdudm~ danddHIIl. SO\\ Ihbtit'S. ha\\k5bib. Rmu/n(vbts 1~'P'"" bUIlC"rcup$ and ~ imt.1'fJI411J rib\\un pl.tmain In 

add.tH)n Iht"rt" dre- porddi{ o("cUfT("nce-s of oliJ{'r hC"rb \\hich indurlr c('l""("alt'Jo"J>t" poUt"n 

I'wmlTv dJkn fIll 1/7 T\\o llpot' $.IDlple- lrom contt"XU 331 and 331 producro sulntantially hi~h('r quanmi"1 
prrcrnta'tf'"S ollrt"C" and ,hrub pollrn. This \\a~ t" l:M"("iall~ in tht" ICWo(""f contt""Xt 'U:'? rJ.·abk '] \\ith C2¥n(1IJ 160.. Btwkl 
:27-,. and Corybu m~/JaNz t\l:N" 8'0 FraxtJWJ 3~ and JImIf'm'J arr of IIbtl" InOt' tn-ehhrub pollc:n prn·('nta~s an" 
rrriu,rd in ("()ntC"Xt HI \\ht"rr BtbJ4 altains 11~0 dnd Q:!.nClLl'. :2l"- \ .uU('S of hrrbs art" tf)ITC":"JXlndimtl\ h.~C"r In tilt" 
upp("r Mmplr \\-ith Poan'ac- 31 % and l...anu<:ar II %) dominant. Spofrs of Ic"ms indudC" Pnlypod,1UtI cwl&a1f common 
poh'pudv). Ptl'nJlum tU/ullmum hr-.JCkt'n I and f>r:i.pfmJ ty~ monolet(' fem 'I)OITS 

DiJ(USjlOll 

Such ditch ('tI\'ironmt'nts may po.se probll"ms of taphonomy with the pos'iihilil) or r('workcd 
i.tllochthonoll"" pollt'n incorporated into Ill(' fills. RecauS(' of tht .. di'>Crt'te character of the indi\·idual 

COml"xh and tlu: appar~nt \ 'arialions in the poUrn 'p<'"clra nOle-d, lhis if;; not con,:,idered a problrm hert. 
FurthennorC', tht' pollen \\<lS largely well prc-.en:c-d .• llthough 'omt' po"ibly differential pr('"~('"n'ation in 
f.lvollr of Lacturar- may havc occurred .. 

• \lthou~h malrrial artefacts \pottery wen:" f( .. , ... ·, tht innt'f penannulM ditch ilnd outer conn.'mot dilrh 
haH"OCen dated to the lat(' Iron A~ sec: ahO\e and art" likely to be· broacU\" coml"mporanc-ou . HO\\l"\·('r. 
Ih(" polle"n (lata do di..'pla~ 'iOml" variation \\ hich mi\tht he' con. truC"d M <;howin\t !lOme" l~mporal diffc-rt"nc(" 
be1\\C"en th« 1.\\0 profi1es .. Archaeologicall)" this POo;(' a problem in that the ruo ~ncJosure ditchf'~ haw 
b("("'1\ thought to Ix- broadly rontemporary in agt'"/con~truction \\o;lh lhe out('r-most probably being or 
.. li'Chlly late.'r datt' Sine(' poUtn is not a dating t('chniquf' and lx-eau'(' 001)- [Wo sampl~ ha\"t" hl"«n 
('"xamuu:d from tht .. profi1~, onl\" limit('d conciu..-iom can ))( draWTl Ibl" elwironml"nt represc:-ntt"d by the 
poUen in ditch cul 327 is on(' of Qyncu.f loak and Fra..nnuf a..,h \\ith CoryluJ h<U.t'1 and &blkJ birch 
'K"n1b woodland. !-imaJl .... a1u('!1 of Fraxinu.1 and Fagu.' LM'('ch may impl ... local growth as the'(:' taxa an' 
lypirally undt'r-reprrS('nted in pollen spt"Clra. rhis i\ du(" to .. mall numbers of grains producrd by lh(' 
fomlt"r relaliw to oak and dm and h('.3\-) pollen grains in th~ laut'r, The prC"M"ncl" of ]Wliptru..l Juniprr 
b unusual in thi n'gion and <;imilarly implil"s an opc:"n scrub \\oodJand habitat. Ho\\cvcr. the" dominafl(.'C" 
of Poarca(' gra. .. <;.('~. \\lth a range of other herbs indudin~ Plan/~ IofltlrUalil mil\-' imply grru .. land. Thi~ 
ap)X'aN to h<-("om(' mort" important in lhf' higher 1('\("1 of sample 128 cont<'xt 331 in cut 327, ~o 

P.O. ~toor~.J .\. \\"C'bb .uwl \I.E. Collin~. PIJiJItt I.,u,ru 2nd edn. 1(I'Ji 
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I \IlLL Ii. RAil P()LLE~ D.\T.'. 1l.~n:RE 118 SEC 110:\ 0), LO\\'EST SA.\lPLI 10 RIC II I 

~'I.lmpl~ 1.8 14' 1'5 '" In 
( :nntt'.,t 1:'5 15. 151 149 1.9 

IlLlLl_\ 7 II 4 I n 
P!:"l'S I I I 2 1 
ll.\ll·S I 
QlER(:L', 10 32 46 25 H) 
I ILl.' I 
IRe'XI",l', I 
1.\Cl·S 
.Jl·"n'ERlS 2 
CORYU'S \\'J-.J.L\."\A rYPL III II 3 b 25 
C \LLUX.\ I I 2 
ERICA I 
RA:\L",CLl.l·S TWI. '1'2 19 9 7 " lR riCA r\ PI. I 
CiILNOP()OIUI TYP!. I 
DIA.,\"THLS IYPE 2 
POl.\'GO:\DI\\ICel~\RL TYPE 2 
Run,,'\ '>1' 2 
IIOR~L:\(;I' rYI)[ 
SI:\APIS rYPE '> 1 
IRIFOl.Il II rYl'E I I 
\PI,CL.\1. I 
l.\\II.\CE.\1 
PI.\.YIA(;O \lLDl.V\L\JOR 2 
PI_ \., I.\CO L.\."CEOLAT A 21 25 17 14 8 
(:\.\IP,.\ ... '\1.:I. .. \ TYPE I I 
(lRSIUMIYPE 
(lSI.\lRU S(:.\BIO'>.\ TYPI. I I I 
L\CTeL\!. 87 2. 63 101 70 
\1\THL!'.IIS TYPE I I I 
IlIDEXS TYI'!. I 2 5 7 I 
P()ACEAL Ilfj 67 131 112 85 
CERE. \1. TYPL 7 3 8 2 
L"IDE:\IIFIED DEGRADED '> I 
\I-"LS I I 
S.\UX 
CYI'EIV\CL. \[ I 
I'OI.YI'ODiLYI \LLGARE 2 12 II • 'I 
1'1 LRlDll\l \Ql'ILL"DI 7 5 3 2 I, 

DR YOf'T ERIS TYPE 1 13 19 I 
'>PIUG:\Lll 
I.IVLR\\ORI 
I'RE·QL.\TI.R'\.\RY 2 

{'vidence or ("creal CUili\ alion was found in this profllt·, but there is some cvidenC'c of open herbarcolls 
plant communities. 

The abo\'(' conlrasts \"ilh the inner ditch '>('("tion \\ hi('h ha~ a highcr dominanc(' of hcrbs includin~ 
('\ Idenc(' of pa!\loraJ and arable IcereaL ('lwirOllmelllS. It is noted that lhe basa1 sample from context I 19 
has hi~her 'Mula perrel11agf's than overl)in~ Icvels. II ('an lhu'S be: u:ntau\-ely sUAAcstt"d that this, plus 
.Jumpml.l .md Qymus is comparable with data from tut tn di.~usS("d abo\'C. Clearly, above this, thC're is 
an expansion of herbs \"'ith ~<;Iand \pi.murf'?ltaxa indudin't Poact"ae (gra<;S("s), PIon~ Ionaolala ribwort 
plamain'l and ,\st("rac("ae t)'IX's especiaJJy LanucaC'\ Sporadic- pr~nc(" of cercaJ pollen throughout lht' 
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profik IInplit,~ 10«:.11 cereal croppin~ or (TOP pnxt'"sine; 'H;li\lIin. R('mainin~ Q!.m'(UI, O,,)'LILI ,md Fra,mu\ 
indi{"i.llc·" "por<ldi. In:t'S or woodland gro ..... th but Ihis ITIJ\ 1)(' "p')radic local groWlh Of from n'g1on.tl 
"OlinM <lUI.' 10 long di .. lanc(" polkn lr.m"pnn. I'll(" tXpdl1"ion of herb!; in the uppc:r <;t'cliull'. of 1111' 
profile's mie;ht thl" lx' f'xp<"ct("d to be of btt"r d;1I(', although lilt" time' "pan for rtmoval of til(" upt'n 
woodl;lnd rvid"lln'd in (ut 327 and a mun' 0lx'n ('l1vironmc'nt m.l~ han" 1~'t"11 of ",hUrl duration, Thi .. 
dot, , ho\\'('\'('r, imph' lhal lht" Qult'r ditch is of l'arlirr ,H~(, thall the- inllfr \\'hi~h conflict .. \\ith th(' archatul· 
lIt;c.tl \w\\,\lu-matiHly, it i .. pl,lusibl(" th.n pun'ly polkn taphonomic pron,,,,,s('s h.\\,(· ,uI('d, and ,I" 
ootl"d .t!)oH", Ihc' pn' .. ('n('(' of polkn in dill'h and pit fill", (all alw.l\'''' bt- subj("(t to 1'011('11 incorpOr;Il('d 
from e.lrli("'r soil .. and .. ('dime-mo;,. 

I he sitl' is !'iitui.lted ('xan)) at lht 200 fOOl 61 111. , rOlllour, which is notable as drfining 1hr 
lowrr limit 01" rt"adily \ 'isible archaeological .. il('s on tilt' sands and grayels in Lilt' <In'a \vest of" 
Kid'in,~'t.on, with the one cxcq){ion of tht' undalrd rield sy~lcm PR:\ 15098 (SCt' abon'l, TIlt' 
Import~m('r of this I('\"t" is indir<ltt'd in the pn'"cllt .. it" hy Lh,' location of lhe.' later pre.'histori< 
fc:atures. sited at the .. light bn'ak of ... Iop<' from ea<;t to wC'!-.t. and b) lhe fan lhal lhi!'i sanw 
poirll l11arkt~d the w,'stnn limit of mt'dic\'al ploughill~. Very ft"w fealufe-s were loci.ltt'd furth('J 
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we~l in du" evaluation trench~'''. or these, one in Tren("h 12 was arguabl) of earlier prehi~loric 
dale and the remainder wen.' es,entially undated. though it is possible that some were of 
relati,"ely recent ori~. 

Feature 12/9 and the likely Phase 2 features funhcr east in the main ("xca\"ated area are all 
potentially of earlier prehistorir date on the basis of Lheir fill .. and com('nts. Thi~ applies 
particularly 10 the "leep-<.;idt"d cut 235, full of flint knapping dehrl'l which must ha\(" drrived 
from the immediate vicinity but wa, probably ncvcrthclc5.'i redepositcd. The profile and fill of 
this feature wt're sufficienuy different from I.ho"(' of Pha<.;e 3 and'" features to suggest that 235 
may have been ~ignificantly eariirf in date. 

\\'hile all the potentially C'ariy features ' .... erc IO(;i.ucd at the wuthem ('xtremjt) of th(' sitt", 
the distribution of flint , .. at; mUfh more generaJ, this material (K'currin~ mainly in a broad 
north-east ~outh-\\'est aligned band through tht' centTal pan of the 'iite Fig, 10 note that 
this does not take account of the late extensions on the south-weM side of the excavated areal, 
This distribution corresponds broacUy with thc wc"tern limit of probable medie,'a1 ploughing 
and the )(Killion of layer 107. ar~'1lilbly a product of that ploughing. Tht" general nilll distri
bution may tht'l"efort" ha,"c link' to do with the distribution of l'onte-mporary fe-atun's and 
deposits, and it may be thal the prin(;ipal focus of carly prehistoric ilcti\'ity in the- area was, il!' 

indicated b~ the- few feature", laf(~c1y to the ,>outh of the present site, The function and 
interprelillion of these ft'aturc-s is not H~ry dear. but seems to indicate domestic rather lhan 
ceremonial ani"ity, though the presence- of a possiblt' deliberate deposit in feature 235 , .... a:; 

nOled,l:l 
Significant l'x(;il\,ilted e"idenC'(' for Neolithic and Bronze Age acti,'ity in the near vidnity 

('omes from Yarmon. principally from current exca\,ations on the floodplain of Liw Thamce;,. I 

The siting of that ,Cllicment il1ld other activity indiratrs that thi~ low lying location wa'i not 
liubject to '>ie;nifiram disruption at this lime, with episodes of regular flooding indicat("d b~ 
deposits of alluvium and by other environmental ('vidence I not occurring until tht:' late Iron 
.\ge at the earli(,sl.~4 In this ra-"c there is no a pn'ori cl1\;ronmemal reason why apparently 
('ontcmporary acti,'ity at Kidlington should hav{' been confined to lilC higher ground at the 
eastern cXll'emil)' of the site, FCilture 12/9 may indred indicate that this was nottht' case, and 
if the principal focu'S of acti"ilY of this period lay funht'r south it ('ould have extended marc 
widely acro,s thc lower ground <.;nuth-\'I'cst of th{' ~ite. 

'nu' only identified feawn' fills likdy to ha,'c- I)('en of alJu,"ial ori~n ''I(''re possible trec-thI'O\'" 
holes located in cyaluation Trendl 3. which wert" fillcd with grey clay of alluvial rharactcr. 
and similar features observed in Trenches S 10, i,e. across the western two-thirds of Lilt' dt,,'e!
opment area, The origin of the ,dlu"iaJ material is uncertain, but alluvial deposiLs, whidl might 
ha,'e been expected widely alTOS" the lo\"ver-Iying wesH'rn part of the site, were gem'rally absent 
and did not (XTUr in fills of featur('s other than the trt"t' holes, The mOSllikely explanation may 
be that any alluvial deposil'i which did occur accumulated after the ide-milled fcature~ ,.,.rre 
filled and then \",ere incorporated within a later but undated pha .... r of plou~hing , .. hieh "rem~ 
to have extended across the site and overlaid or truncated the identified feature fills. 

Generalised models of alluviation in the L"ppn Thames Valley would indicatc thal su("h 
deposits ("ould ha,'c been act"lllllulaling from till' latc Iron .\gl' onwilrds, though the exaCt 

Srt Hint ")"Inn al)1I\(,. lht' dt'drh (klitx'rat(' dt'po~iuon 01 thC" \1csolilhi(" trlf1ll"-lllt a.'(' prr~umabl\ took pl.u-t' in 
the Lut'r Irun \~(' 

Ht'y. op. nt. not(' :.W. 
t Cf. ~I Rohimon. 'EIl\;ronml'nt. \rrholt'ology and \UuviullI on tht' Riwr Gmvl"l of tht' South ~lidlanrk . in 

S, '\ttdlw1\ and \H~ \1acklin t'd, I/hI,wl Inhmo/r..cv 111 Bntmn O"bo'A ~loJlogr.lph xx\ii. 1992 . 200, 
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chronology will \"ary from "itt" LO Silf', rht? ab ... enn.' of aJllt\"ium predating the linrar features 
idcntifit:"d in the (,,\'aluation tTenches could in fact be con ... islcnt with their being of ~('oliLhic 
or Bronze i\~C dale. ahhou~h a later dale is also possible. The trees identified in Trench 3 
"cre prrsumably felkd. whethrr accidemally or ddiberatt'ly, at a dale approximately comem· 
porary with a pha. ... e of allu\'iation but bt.·fore th(" suggested ploughin~ cpisode-, 

The absence of waterlogged ditch fills. charaul'ristic of a number of Iron .-\~c siles in the 
LTpper Thamcs,:tb docs suggC\t that the low I)ing part of tht" den")opmem art'a \vas not occu
pied in Ihis period. how("n"r. T his i'> ... upponcc1 by duo almost lota) absenc(' of any material 
of Iron ,\~ date. 

The great majority of cut fralUrc~, of Phases 3, -t and probabl) also of Phase 5, appear on 
the bask of limited pottel)' ('\;c!ence to havC' bt't'n of latcr Iron AI{(' elate. The quantity and 
condition of finds a",socialed "ith these features is such, hO\\o'('\"(-'r, that they are Illost unlike!) 
to ha\'e belonged to immediatcly adjact'nt domestic sealemenl, thou,gh such s<.'ttiement was 
pre",umably located not far away. 

:\'0 e\;dence sur.i\l-'~ to indicate if th(' K.idlin~on ditches were as ... ociateel with weU-clefinrci 
banks. The possibility that they contained palisade featun.'s \"'a.o; considered, particularly in 
n-'spcct of the ... teep-sided o;;egrnrnLs of til(' ditches, but there were no trares of uprights in the 
ditrhes, and the 'special dt'posit' in lh(' t('nninal of the tonremric ditrh might sugge'lt that 
thili wa.s always an open featlln'. 

The form of the penannlliar enclosure can be paralleled at other late Iron Age sites ill the 
region with \'al')'inl{ dc"'grees of exactiUlcie. The ratllt'r irregu lar scries of late Iron Age to ('arl) 
Roman enciosurrs at Yarnton inciud(":o. at Irast 11 ..... 0 'iub-o\'a.1 c"'nc!osur("s lip to 10 12 m. anoss 
ilnd further up the Thame'l \"alley, at I'homhill Farm. Fairlord, a large number of irre~lar 
lat(, Iron Age enclosures are juxtaposed. These \'arieci considerably in size and plan and in 
the dimensions of entrances in some ("a'lC,,'S no entrances W('ft" apparent. thou~h this may ha\,(" 
bccn a consequence of frequent recutting t. " Further parallels ran IX" found in a'ipeels of the 
late Iron Ag-c site excavated by Grimes at Linch I I ill Corner, Stamon Harcoun. The smaller 
Period II and HI rndosure at the north-east corner of this romplex \ .... as ir regular in plan, 
\\ ith a maximum internal dimen<;ion of (. 10m and a narrow entrance barely more th.m I 
m. wide.· These characteristirs ~lr(' reminiscent of t..he Kidlington enclosure. The principal 
(larger) Pniod I enclosure had il steep-'iicit'd ditch profile \"Cry similar to that of the southern 
pan of both penannular and concentric ditches at K idlington.!,j It is ullr('rtain if another 
.. hared charaCleri'ltir of both 'iites. an ahwnre or internal ft'atures. is c;ignifkant. The Stanton 
IlMcoun ditches contained much mort' pOller)" than the Kidlington one~. hO\\"('\"('r, suggl'sting 
that that ('ndosure might have had a domestic runnion. 

The lo.~c of the site plan 'itrongl)" support ... the \-ic\\ that the 'concentric' ditch was dug 
later than the penannlliar ont'. bein~ laid out with respect to it. and this is also backed by 
1Il(' (,yjdel1(,c of the relationships of these ditches to the Phase l featurc 166, which apparenti) 
rut the pt'llannular ditch and was in tllrn cut by tht' conn'ntric one. The finds suggest that 
the prinripal features wert' broadly contt·mporary. The palynological e\;denn" is not cntin'ly 

Ibid . 
• Cf. 1(. \!It'n and \1.\ Rohin'lOiI. Tilt PrrhlSJoru" l..ondllll/,r and Imn .1.1. .... F.llCloltti .'Yttl,.",ml aI.HIIPp':J l'hl.h, I/llrtltOtA 

Ulth Yt(filfd, ntfJ1I. rhal1l(" Valley I ... lnc!.;(ilpes: tht' \\"indnt,h V,llle-\ ii. 1(jIB" 13.'). 
C. l..ambr1tk. Th .. Dt'\(,lopnu:nt of Prt"hi'lnrK" and Romao hnnioe; on lhe:- I"hAmN Cra,,('~ in)1 .ulford 

and E. :\irhoi. ("d,., /Jr,~ l.mufJwpt , riflAwlaNJ Brilam. I1ft .I'(~ q/1hI Bntun (,"nttt/J: I Nt So.. \ntiq, 
London Ocra,\. Pap. xi\, 10/12 100. 

\\. Grime-s, 'LXt,watiom al Stanton Har("Oun. Oxon 1910' (hommJUI. viii i ... IfH3J• ~9 ,)3. 

Ibid .. :;0. 



P.\U 1l00l1l LI \1. 

('on"i .. lt'lH \\ ilh thi .. ,-il'\\. ho\\'("\(·r ... incl' it appt'aJ"; to .. how differenc{"~ in tilt" charaClt'r of tht, 
pollen !i'OJ1l tht two ditche ... 'u~l·.,ting that tilt' outer, 4,;onn'mric diu:h. with a hi'?;hcr frpn' c:n· 
l~lli(Jn of m'l' .,JX·cit .... \\as lh<.' earlier or tht, two. "'hill' the dichotomy mi~hl t;imply r(:. ult 
from prohlem ... of H.'sidualit), or comamin01lioll of the polkn record which might be indiratt·d 
b\ th(· prl"(,llc(' ()f'ip('cies such asJunipt'f), thi, is not thought partkularly likrly 10 be a r.Kwr, 
and .m 'anhal'olo'{icaj' ... olution [0 the probkm should 1)(' 'ioug-ht. One possibility is thal the' 
fOI1lTlltl'K ditch 11M) han' bC(,11 rather hun in date than has been ",uppm,ed, IIw duonolog1fai 
dilT('rf'IllT bCI\\<{'(,1l the (''''0 dit<he\ lhu ... anounting fClf tht' contrasting pollen ,equenct" of til(' 
IwO ditch fills, hut this would imply some lo('al woodland regellnatioll within the Roman 
pniod, i()I- \\hidl thnt' art' flO parallels in tilt' n'gion, ,\nOlher po\!)ihility i!:i that \\-hile til(" two 
ditfht''i wert' du"~ ,It more or It· ...... the sanw lime, til(' innt'r one \\a ... subsequt.'l1uy ("omplt'u'h 
rl"("ut and fonsequc:nLly filled at a different date, arquirint{ i.l dim'n'm range or pollen" ' "hi, i ... 
unlikt.' ly lO havc bt'el1 the cast' h<"l'i:l u<o;c tilt.' obst.'TVrd rt.'L.uionship with reature 166 would thus 
have h(,(,11 oblirrratt'd, .\ltern'Hivdy, ho\\t.'\"(,I", 011(' of lh(' recorded relationships of Icatun' I hI) 
may han' Ix'en inrorrect. which would UH'1l <1110\\ ror thr idea that the penannular ditch \\as 
u)mpktdy recut. Thi ... would fit best with till" pollen t'\"idC:llce, in which the pollen 'iJX'nrum 
Irom lhe.' baLtom of Ihe penannular ditch i, "('('n as broadly similar lO lhat rrom tht, ronn:ntrir 
ditrh, implying but 1101 proving l i.l chronological o\('riap betwcen the lowest fill or the' illl1l'r 
ditch and the upper fl.lb or thl' outC'T Ont·, Such an intl'rprctalion mi~ht be ... upported by tht" 
f~ln that two primary flJl!) ofth<."" innt"r. JX'nannular ditch produc('d ... malliale Iron .\gr ... Iwrck 
\\hl'f('~~S ~urh mau'riaJ only came Irom middh' fills uf till" t"oncelltrir ditth. \rhetlll'r the um"'t·~ 
quem rhmnologiral differel1Cl' b(,twel'n lh(> ditl"h fill" would h;1\"(' been sufficil'nt to alTount 
fix difTt-relll"e\ in their pollen rCTorch i:; hard to judge' perhaps \"(~I)" locali ... ed lactor~ \\en" 
at work. "\one of these explanations iii compktely t;atisraclOry, ho\\"<.""ver, and runher work 
would bt" requirrd to resohe the i"'5ue completely. 

TIl(' location or the Kidlington endosun' itppCars to be signifirallt in topo~raphical t('l'm ... , 
The ori(,lllation of 1h(' entrant<.' and thl' rau Ihat the enclosure seems to be "t'parated from 
thc high('r ground to the east b) runh<.""1' ditdws, ('\"('n if th(· ... e werr not all contemporary ",ilh 
the pen,ml1ular enclosure which i.., taken to 1)(' the primary late Iron ,\ gr reature here l, 'iugg-r ... ts 
that the enclosure was intended lO bt' iHTl'ssible rrom till' lower ground. This in turn perhaps 
...uggl'SlS <.til association with animal hushandry on thl' pasture or the floodplain. This wa'i 
already a common practise in thl' region in the middk Imn ,\ge, and the size and 1()l'm of 
the: penannuJar enclosure are not too I~\T rt'mo\'ed from those of (he "o-railed rr("l.angul~\I 
t'nclosurr in endosurc group 3 or thai dal(' at Lmnoor" Some cndrncr or a pa:;.toral el1\"iron
mem is present in the pollen data, panifulariy rrom tlw »enannular ditch. Polh"' 1l also indi('illl '" 
how('\t'f, that t;omc ('('real produ(:tion andlor pr<K('s ... ing Web earril'd out in tht> \"icinil) of till' 
'titc and a huUed wJu:at grain came rrom ~\ middk fill of the concentric dildl. The sitl" nhl} 
han' bt'('11 deliberately located i.tl the iT1lerl:ll,(, between primarily pa"lOral and primarih arab It· 
zones, rc"pcClin'iy west and ea.st of it. 

"'"})(" limited dalin~ evidenrc sugge ... ts that this stage or the usc of the site. cOIl ... j!-ltin({ probabJ) 
of Ph.:t'te 3, 4- and 5 It'atures. wa:;. rdatl\"c1y "hort-li\"C"d. "inee the ani} IwO Roman "herds \\('f(' 

in superficial COI1l<"xts and need nOt han' rt"iated to lhl' features at all clo ... dy. The prt'u\c 
dating of the 'BrI~ic t)ve ' potll'T)" or Ihe rl'gion is still uncertain, bUI it is almost certaini) 
ronf-int·o to the ht cemuT)" .\D . .-\ si.l{nili(·ant numbn of' sites within the region "cern to be 
l'stabli ... hed in the !.\tc Iron ,\g-l' .md e;.:tend imo tht, early years of lhe 2nd n:mury b('fi)rr 

G l..alllbri, k .nul \I Robin .... 'n, /"111 --4¥ and Hr.mw1. Rurnru/l 'vttInnnr1.s .3l ftmrllXd, Oifl'lnil/urr (:8.\ RI'~ Rq. 
""xxiI. !Ji'l 25 t) 
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~oin~ out of u ... e;'1 it ma~ be rnat the pn' .. cnt . it(, l'l another ('xample of this phenomenon. 
although the e ... i,u"nce of an associatrd domr Lir <;'('ttlf'ment i ... not ab'iO)uteh" certain ht'rt,. 

Latcr Roman and .\ng-Io-. axon U ohhe.' area j ... unknO\\11. In the m("dic~'al period tht' itt' 
la, "ithin one of the open fields of KidlinglOn. S,,"field later .lr.ufidd. "hich had I><en 
brou~ht into culu,"ation b\ the later 13th t:t'ntury. "flU" tnedit"\"a] fann of the name su~e l .. 

that it may ha\c been pasture before thi') lime. ~ The Ph.l\C.' i archaeolo~ca1 e,'idence indirau" 
that therr may ha\"c been t\vo distinct phases of arabI<- iU.,rriculture. bOlh presumably. hut not 
certainl). in the medif\"al period. It al~o suggests that tht, \\ csterly limit of lhe ground (:011-
"j(itrrd suitable for arable was exaed, the <;ame in till' 1l11'die\"al period as in the lalr 'ron 
. \~f and rarly Roman. 

Funhn \\{'Sl on tht' lo\\er ground there is equinKal t'\·idenn· for plouJ{hing-. Direct c\·idt·nct' 
lor land drainage was confined to I rrlleh 3 and to .l pipe in Trench 10 roughly at rie;ht 
ang-irs to the drainage alignments in Trench 3. The I"rlalion"hip of the Trench 3 draim 10 

an apparently o\"erl~;ng possible ploughsoil is questionable. Taken at face value thi~ would 
'iuR.~r t that the ploue;hlioil postdatcd 1hl."' inst'nion of drain", making the ploughing epi"iodt> of 
n'lati\t'ly r('n'nt date. This is p()~siblc, but t"videm'l" from e1~wht"r('" in tht' re~on indicalt' 
that narrO\\ cub for the in"eruon of drain~ soon become: im"isible in '>euion. so it is pos:-.ibh: 
that the drams Wt'l"t" cut through the ploughim?; horizon, lht' dale or which then remains 
UI1("(:na1l1. 

Tht" \\ork was carried out under tilt' O\."t"rall dirc(lion or till' \ .. ·riter. Site supern.sion W.1S by 
~ri("k Par'ions who, together \\;th hi., st.tn~ roped admirably with generally \·ery poor con
ditions. l ·ht, ('xca\"alion and post-excavation were fundt'd by Oxford Ciliuns Housing. \ 'Ss{){"i
at ion Ltd. to "hom thanks are Qwrd ror their help during the course of t.he proj('cl. TIll' 
County Archaeologist, Paul Smith, lxllh init.ialed tilt" proje.·("l and provided significant 'iupport 
during til(' fiddwork sla~es. rnlanks are also owed to tht, 'Ipcriaiist contributOrs and other 
{'Ollf,lgtll'S lor helprul discus~ion of a"ipccts of the Sill'. ·,'hl' Oxfordshire Sites and ~lonllm('nlS 
Rccord Ol1iccr. Susan Lisk, provided information on the archaeological back~ound. 

L.g. (, l..ambrilk. op. ("II. ootr 27,82. Other t'xamplM include" itt'" Jl.1'l nonh of '\kh~tt'"r. Sitr 0 ofthC" III()! 
O.\l tx(a\"attrJns on the \·l:21 P Booth. in prrp.lrdtion and a Ite" at O"ford Road. BK"Mttr C ~Iould, • \n 
\n:hat"olol{K"a1 f..xca\"atlon at Oxford Road. Bicr It"r O"ford hirt""' (hMtlnlJl(J, bti I ~Jti 6:; 108. 

I".ell On"lfl. xii. 195. 


