
New Light on Master Alexander of Swerford 
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\ nc flU/fillf'. (hid!) from folll'f!/ mummmLI III Oyord dIU! CambndI:t. 1/lId\ fmh ".~hl un flu carea 'd 
""ol/dn l!! SnnJiml. Q promlllfTlt royd dnA and Hml/Ji/a q! [}If Rt·cI Book or tilt' Exchequt'l' . . 1I111QI/ 

urlfllll(J Itt' It'Q\ {l nO/ln' 11 SU'fiford 1II Oyorthhiff, ({1lf1t' It, m~l' hm'f h(~un hi.1 (lIfefT 0-1 amra! drtl11. 

! holl!!,h 1II flrdrn lit /alllnrd 01 UO-If 01/(' and /Jou;b!1 1,1'00/ du'/drnl. For a limf lit httd qfjut' m plurallh 
ill archdrarun and w ImL\Urtr '!/ St. Pantl (OIJlfdral. (Yuill( I,mll /0 hm.t hem a wmpetCIII rfllWII tlllt,'''' 
l( itJl llid" 1II1f11('(/ua/ intl7t'\fI. Tu'o krJ' dOfWllfllfl lOIlUnwll-': .lIf\fIIlller \ dflllf!,lilrr. 01lf a mam'llgr am/rill I 

and Ilu utht'r (OnJaini,~t: an ImpoTlQut hIt of j '\dufjlwr f!iJ1t lOb. an Itn' Im'ntl'd JUT tilt jint timt'. 

M fl\tlT AIt'x<lIldcr of Swcrford i"i a fiuniliM dlilrann in the history of I :hh-('cnlllry gO\,l'rn
Illt'nt, worth~ or commcmoration as OIl(' of tilt' first o llKial ';:m·hi,·i'i(s' ill Em~lish hislOn 

Ilis CiUt't', has bt,(,11 studied in detail by Iluhnt 11 .111, and mOlT recc:ntiy by ,\ ,B, Emdt'Il, 
bmh of \dlOlll <leTt'pted the lon,~landinl:!; tradition that it "'lS .\ kxandcr, arti,'c ih it baron 
of till' royal Exdu-qu('f in tiw I :230s and l:l Uk \\ ho was rnponsihlt> for compiling til(' ramoll"i 
n,d Boof.. l!i til( /<;'tht''1ul'f lO~(,lh(T "ilh a Illlmhl'f of other 'iurn'\'s ,mel ITIel11orand<\. It i ... _\It'x
allder "ho dt~sl'r,"('s tlw (Tedit fiJI' prest'n ing- lIw ft'\\ ... urvi\ing ('opi('s or lhe Dill{UJ..111f l!1 tilt 

l':,duquf'r hy Rirh.lrd fit! :Xcal. our (.-hid· "OUI'("t' 01 inl(lrIllOltiol1 on 12th ilnd I'~lh-(Tntuf') 

Lxdu'qutT pra<.tin. B\ thl,: 'iaJlltO token. throul{h hi, t ompilaliol1 or tht., nrd Boo!., l,'dilt'd in 
the 1890, by Il uhcrt I felli , ,\lcxandlT can he 'ia id to han' gin'u ri'ir to {JIll' of tlw most hila'! 
"quabhk ... in modern hic.,wric-alli{('fo.1tul'c: tht, (Opic di'pUh' in \\ hich IbJl's editorial f;,i1inl,"" \\t'l t" 
lidicult·cJ h~ the- poi,onrd pl'n of J ohn Hor,\l'c Round, Round's a ...... ~,uh upon the "i(hol~'J'hip 01 
Il ubert Ii all \,ac., dn·astiitill'{. Il o\\('\er, hi'i .lHCmpt at tlw 'dille limt' to impll~n the reputation 
of .\Iex,mdl'r of Swrrltxd has proH'd In'i ('ndurinl{, 'iO that todo.1\ ,\Icoxalleler t'an still IX' 

1(11" III') )) ;n [Ill' ~\n[m~ (I)" th;~ )MIX'T. I .IIll intlrhtr'd tn tilt" \ I.\rqur' III ,\n"Il-~·" (: .. lhl,'r;lw J 1.1.II ,JIII111 \1,ul,ll! (It I 
011\'\ \1,llnllm l·nd('f"\\f,nrl. ·1')1(' (1Iilnt"f'> pril,[("(llx·t,)\\ ,In' pulll;,III'clll\ ((,uri,'" ,.1 till' .\I.blt'r .lIul 1"",,1111\\ (If(:(I'1)U' 
(:hrNi (.IIllq .. "'· ( ,unb, iJ~(" 

In, Rrd II.JQJ, oj W 1-.x,Im[un. ,·d. H lI.tll. Rull ~l"Iin IH'1I1 i. PI'. XX\ ,It,,; "h,'201llI~ uJ \,dwtUJi 1I1't't<f>I! I'd 
I ""11"ph"11 .Intl uliwn IHR.') q~l ~uh ..., .... I·II·lord. \\lIh milllir ,.,rrrftjlll' "1I~~(' \,'d 1)\ .\ B Lmd"1l I 1J1O?,1'llh ,1/ 

R oz.,1n oj IN (nuT Ii oj fh/rmi to _In./5fJO, III, p. lin.!. 



rt'g.lrdt'd a ... flllt' nf tl1l' mOlT imri!-"1.1ing and influt'lllial figl.lrt,:-. in th(" hi ... lOry hOlh of dl(" !l1("dit'
\ al L,dlt'qutT and Ill' official rtTord knping. rllt' biogr~lphir<ll fmlnt'work for . \h:xandn 
",uppliC'd h~ 11.111 .md Emdcll rule ... out til(' 1HTd fin' ill1~ dt'laiic'd nt."" surn'y of hi:-. ran'cr, 
hut Ilfll1t·thdt· ...... k.n n \-arinu:-. qut, ... lion .... lI11ilnS\\l"Td. ~onlt' of tilt' ... r ran no" he sol\'(·d, with 
tilC' Iwlp of n i<il'nn' n·("('ntl) hroug-ht to light in tht· n)lI('1.~l' df(,hiH' .... of Oxford ,mel C.ullhriclgt,. 
In llalli("lIhu , hy akl Ling " '" to lilt" liKI LhOlt . \kxandc'r litlhl'rcd at Il'a ... 1 0111" thild. this Ilt''' 
t"\J(lnu (' prm'idf'" u ... \\ ith ,lIl in ... ight into (Inil ,II I1MlTi,tgt· .mel the tllftlf(TIlWIH of t dih,u ~ 
,mllml,{ t till' highn (krgy or I :hh'<Tl1lun Lngland. 

In illJ likdilH}od ,\kxandl'r \\a ... <l n~tti\"t· <l fS\\c ·rfllrd in (hfflJ'(l"hin ' (Iuber( Iiall "ugg-c,"'tt'd 
that hc' "a .... hom .It ... (JIll(' lim(' ill lilt' latl' II ifb, .mel th.ll hy 12011 at the late", ht· had t'lllt'l"c'd 
",'nl( ,. ill thl" lOyal Exdll'<jUt'r, iu-ting- .IS rink ttl tht· king \ trt'a!'lHrn \\'illiillll or EI~ .' li t, 
appt'ar ... to h,l\(' remained ani\'{, ..... all 1 ~:\rlH'qllt'r (" Ic ' rk ulllil I~nn o r "0, during "hi('h tinlC' 
hi' hq.~.\Jl hi ... "ork of ('ollt'l'tinl!; and l'odi f\lIl~ lilt' .llIric"1I1 LxdwCjulT rlTof(k II "a ... by thi ... 
IlIC<llh that IH" (· ... tahli .. hl'cl nllllilns wilh anOlht'l' of lht' king\ linancial ofIinT ... . \Villiilm of 
Cnrnhill. l'ic,t"lc'd hi ... hnp of Co\('fHI~ in L?ll' \I('x<-ll1fkr i", found a ... a rink in (:ornhill\ 
... t·nin· from hdon· 121"1, and h~ '27 \:0\ t'llli>n 121 H had hCt'll promoted h~ COIllhill .h 

arC"hdc'ill'IlIl of '-;hrop ... hire. Tlll'rt·afin. hi ... dUli,· .... b .trd1<lt·.HlIlI (',uTied him ,,\\"a~ !i'om tht' 
Lxdll'CjllCT. althoug-h ht" cOJllillucd lin on .biOI1 til he' dc" (ribl"d a ... king· ... rll'rk" In 12:11/2 Ill" 
i ...... aid to hi!\'(' playt·d a pan in oht.aining qUiltillHT I(}I the hishopri<: of (:o\"('nll'\ li'oJll li"hilit ) 
lill- mwrinlllliinn. and in 1:12B and 11:1 I lit" \\,1 .. di"'IMtciwd on mi ...... ion' to Ronlt' .1I1d tilt' " "('1 ... 11 
\ I.m hl, .... all of "hit h ... uggnh COl1tillllt'd ronl,\( t with the' «lun .md ,ht· (TllIf.d gO\'C'IIII11CIll 

l 'hnlllgllOlIl thi .. fJniod. Ill" n"laillnl pn ... ollill inttTl"h in I.ondoll and tlH' hOI11(, rtllllllil". lit
h.td ht"l'JI t,'l',III11'd hOl .... t' ... in London h~ lilt' .. chhol .. mel nlilHIll of " 'ntmin ... tn i-I" c'arh iI'" 

121 n, .11Ie1 h~ I:? II had ht't'll promoLt'd to tht' IIt 'nl(lrd"hin ' li\ mg of I c\\ 111.' B) 1'21 R Iw 

11Il'S"'wl" RlILlILd ~1I1.t~'·~I("d tlt,11 \ 11"'':,111111-1 h,,,1 iIIi~IIIIIII·I'Cc .. ..-1 ,lIId 111I'lfpTf'eIHI"tI III.U1\ (,llh. 12111'(1"1111,*\ 
In,'rrl~ft"IlI\,huhll\'\\,l ""rkill~, .I . 11 K'IIII11I. \rudu 'milt Uu/ Jl.otJI.../11t l\lht'tlllr1 lH'IH pp" 'II 1n1.(1'I1I"r.11. 
I", Illl' di'PIIII' Iwl\\lTIl 1I .11I.lI1d Round. ~I't· 11 }.;.r ul\,II"li. (""II /l1l1Ml1I11 /;11("/'"'" l'Ud 1m ,111l'IfJ,-rn ,h"'~n1C"1I1 
"I \1I- .... llIIkr \H>'\... ,it till' Lxdwqw"" ,,'1 Inl '''\,11111'1," J{,( "iC,I"'\ 1'<JiIt/( I' 1111.1 /-til IIU III/tin /lrnn III I'!/{, 
/'-1) I'IH'. JIll tl 2. 

I R .. d fl,itJA. nl 11.& PI'. xV\.. , u" iii ix. I. ,tlld "T flv (.tral R"II of tM /:"/11 fo, flu If,f" frat 'J( Ih~ 'tWll'! JlllI!; 7'lftll. 
,"d, I' \1 BMW" I' ip~· Roll S'K II S xx"", I'p. "\I. ., II (, Ki, h.utl <111. ·"'llli.lm of 1.1\ till' Kicu,: ' 11"1" ,1'1111" 

JII"") 111'1 "Iran.! R'fflIJlllfJ1j,11 ,\. IIlts.:"r So\ I'IL~ pp IK'I,)I H WI: Ilrlmvuin 16 (lUI, Im,fl 
IJ// ,d L "\l iUOJl ) .. >!Idun R.·,uut ~'" x..'\. II" 31'1. lit., 113 I 1211" 11'1. Ulo. 

II ,' i, Im.II,lllh 10 I/C· i.lt-ntilll'd .l~ chI' . \Jrx,lIl1l. , .1," \... "f clll" 1"'/ IlI"CIW"' !o, n i"1!; .-" .111 ,ttll'ml"\ "II IllI" B"cl' h ,n 
1111 I IIIIU\ l!"rlll "I 1110' (1I1'U1 R..gt R· b IX pp" ... In.! 

I ", (onthdl !l(T\J"- .11 clll" I Xdlefl'lC"r !It't. "i 1',llIlh'r, /Itt R ".' 'Ju1lJ!..7Jrn Bdlunlon" l'ljll. PI'. 8/'. 2in, 
Tn, (iJrtulan "I Rradrll Ilk Itwy. c·d, \(. \I iA>lIdun \\I]c .. hil,' RHOHi "ioc- XXX\ 1\1l. bbO: Rolub 1.lllmmn 

p. tmhu fum InnJ!mm..1 ' 5n'Nl11 ,·d. I 1)"JllI 11 ,IUI\ IH 11 PI' lcot,!,. I ih. Ih, (,rttlJ R(lil I ,1" n/v ru, tJu i,/I 
, tfflht R of Amg 11<,," III. ('d j) ([IX'\'; Il'l" Roll "i'K 'U ... hlll P 1" aud IOl 11" Imt C,",ollle-li "I'I"··II.UII 

.1'" .111 1111. ,unn HI "'hr"p,hill', in '\oHm'" I IlIB. ,'I' UTIli h l.ilu,1r\ ,\, ... Culton 1 i'"'I'I11 ( , \ Rf'~l C'I 1>1 "I 
I hom.1 \ ulll I., I 'f.h I 111\ 

I II, 1111 '1I11U.111I ,-frocu f/;11,dnun ~'"' .1 !Ilhnlul." ,1I\.I,III"t! c" .• ' 1I.lnrl 1>1 KI' h,lId I III 1,l\lIur IIllh. '1('(' III ( "\('l1lr\ 
11m, 11I·ld Ii\ tlu' \1.tn-llII'''~ III , \ m::"'~C'\ ill 1>I.h '\n"dd ad'llll(ftIll1111 I 'f tll/mlnml 1'" mnllm Inurn "'''"11/1/111/1/1 \fll/lOH/!U 

I/II/W /(~", /(~H I/ ."lnd /rtr// 11' In Inhl/' IIII/Ilmll (PU{rI/1I /11' m(lt/urn ,1'/fllllI/hn Ilrc/III/W( 'IIi lia/,,/,'l,i, Fill \k,alldn 's dipln' 
m.l(il ,11111 mlwr Illl',io'h. I"\' 1~ l/ffll Rull, I.'.' j '12, I'P, 110'1" I'd: (<ll/mdlir tlj 1'111,"1 R,llh J '!.I:! -I i, I'll' j "1. K2. lOCI 

7. (lou R"Ii, 12:'; iI" pp. Ill. Ih7' Lnukn, 1I1"~IIPIIlHll R?:ZJtl"l p. II ~~; ("'-Ilmdm "!/lhm//r 1Mb 12:1', -IrJ. liP 1"1, I:.!. 
Ktl" flB, 'IB" 11'\, ,lIld ~"r Hlll i~h LiIJr,Ii"\ . .\IS 11.1111'\ <:hartl'l !III> It,. "h"H' ,1~ _\kx.Uldn ofS\q·r/i"d ,If{ hdr,lI'lI11 "I 
"ill/flp lun'.III· "iu1I" .1 PrI\·,IIt· .h,lnn 1I1Iump,\II\ l\\cl1 \\.,Ic("( .\\.III,I'·I\... till" r,,~.llln".I'urn 1:.?2R x 1J.~l \1101 

\,IrIOIi l",ulin~ 1'11\ tI Jud~,·s 
Il'flhnl1utn (I, rl<l "d, .\1astl!!. 1111. U7 (IIntI Ut"f;I l R,", \11. JlP rq.2HI "'1\,110. I.',. ;Hi, IIKI I'.IIC 01 hh 

IAIII<illn I'rup.:n\ itu,lt"fl nlll,iel," j,u<il(aCt" III' cr.ubk,r".IIM·C\\",·n 121B ,ml! '.!~1 Ct> a nun nailli'd \1,t:Cc"1 ROl:(I" 

III \\ or" In: 1."'ldol1. (iuildh.ill l .ihrM,\ .\1 .... I) & ( "il p,lul 2'») I ()t, 'AnI! lit! J. an hdt'il("on (If "ihrup~,hifl" 
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had ,\1"'0 bt't'll Kf<lntC"O the prebend of C:nllsumpt,\-pt'I-~lan' in lilt' ralhedral dlUn:h of ">l. 
P~llll·s. and .tt ~mll" time lwt\\t'cn 1221 ~md 122 ~I .1S .In:hdt·,lCOII of -hrop'ihin-. he i'i to be 
found \\itru·",ing ('harte~ of hi..,hop \\·illiam of London , .mother one-timt'" financial offitn of 
till' rourt. In l2:t~ 11(' wok up rC'ildcm.T .t'i tn'a ... un'r of SI P,llIl\;. ~lIld al thr ... aml~ linw 
rC("I'in'd promotion to lh(' two dlUrrhcs of Brt"lll P('lh<t11l and Pelham runwaux in Ilrrll()rd
... hiIT. ,UlIll·XI·d to til(" oilin' oftrci\'iun:r ..,inn' thl' I 16th. lit- \\a ... ..,ub'>t'qllellll~ 10 resign Ih(' 
<lIThdearonr) or Shrop ... hirt·, but at ka'it for d. timt' Ill' lwld hoth till' trc,\.Surer-hip of Sl. Paul \; 
,md the arrhdrarolU) of Shrop ... hire in plur,llil}, a mn..,t unusual and, some would argm', 
canonicalh irregular .lrrangemcnt. In 123·1 11(' wa'i ,ulmiucd (0 ... it as a baron of tlw 
EXl"hequcr, ,md it Wils upon lht· Excht'qu('I' thilt hi ... intl'n''il'i fc)cu ... rd f()r the remaining t\\l'lvl' 

H',II-'" of hi ... life. That· he lOok .lO ani\"(' roh' in till' auditint{ of ac(oullts ilnd the ("()mpilin~ 
of memoranda and ITl"ords. continllin~ the \\ork \\hich he IMd hq,rul1 as an Exthequl'r rink 
under K.ill ~ .J nhn. Il l' died in 12+6, probably on 19 or 22 October, t During hi .. lifelinw he 
had buill up a ... uh.,tillllial property holdinl.!; of hi ... 0\\ 11. induding houo;,l''i and eslales in London . 
at :\Iilum Bry'-lI1 in Brdforci ... hire. Bix in Oxforchdlin', T,·\\in, Hoddesdoll and Pelham in I-h-n
f(lrd"hiIT. Sulton in ~lidd1r"l~x. robbing and Roydon in I., ... ex. and Talworth in Sun·c~. P.1rt 
of thi, (' ... tau· \\.1.., u'rd, before his death. to ('nelc)\\ (h,lntr)- rhapd ... and obitual) cekbralion'i 
111 the ('i.llhl'e1ral of St. Paul' .. and the London priorY of ">1. B,lrtholomc\\. l!. Of hi., other 
crric''iia,liral hCIll'fin''''' bcside ... hi3 prebend., ~ll London and Lirhfidd. il i., possibk th,u h(' 
".lS al.,o i.\ (·'Ulon of Hereford, "inn' ht" if.-lH' til(" ek.Hl and thaptt'r there .lI1 Olhef\\i.,e 
unidenlificd book. probably a Bible. and :) mark'i t(l\\ilrd ... til<' cathedral fabric. mention(,d in 
~l Ilcn.fnrd obit li.,l. Bt''iides thi .... Iw held til(' 1\\0 lhurdws of P('lham anarhed to his offin' 
a ... trea,ur('r ofSt. Paul\. the ("hurch of IC '\\in in II ('rlic)rdshire, and'1 P<''l)('tual \·ili.\ra~t· in 
thl' Oxi!H"cI,hin' churrh of Sw(·rford. a ...... um(·d to hd\T been hi.., birthplace. In 1228. after 

l.i,,1J U/IIT(m Ii/Iraltnillll .IM.y 1062 /iW, ,·d, R. R,III',fIlUI IliHq nm. HI 1 • • lIl(j Ii:)r his prdx·nd. ~T John 
I A' 'CO\(, 1·.:'(ll .. {/law.ln~b(alltll /Ofjf/ BOO. rr\·j,,·d ,.ditiol1l" 1>1 .. (;((TII\\,\\. -) \ol~ ('IbM, i, p. H. rilC' I,Uld~ 
III 1I1C" prl"lwllci Ilri~III.\II\ 1,\\ ill Ih,· p.J.ri .. h 01 \\'.I!tIJII·nll-lh,.·'.t/C· In .. hUI h.ul lau·r bi·(·11 "a"ht'"d .I\\a\ ,,~ thl· 
".1 Ilr/1l·c' til!" IMIlIC· or till" prc·hnld, "hi(h in t·ni·, I ,oll,i'lI·d III .1 (.bh 11111"0..1(\ rrolll elte I.ttlwdral rh.lpu·r 

Ell1dm. H ogml¥uuJ R'tl,(Ff. p. 11 L!: la II. ('"d. (~nTll\\.I\. i. p 2'!; .mel tClf till" dlUrdw" ul Pc·lhalll ~uml'au, 
.11111 UII·1II I'l"Ih.un. ~CT lhl Earii' UWInI t;J th, (.'llh,,frnl (hurdl oj ,"'f. IJa/l1' hmJ.1/I t·d_ \1 (;ibb .. C.untlen StIC lrd 
n I,iil. nn" I'll 1..!31. t.?8: 10<../1 lIl"'ft[V1dl/llrt. j, pp qH.IUf). 

1-"<11 III \\ illl!"' in~ "ilh hi~ Inllll lilk in \pril 11 ~l .lnll ~tilJ \\ illl litk ,h arc'helt·,1t 011 a .. lalf' .1 .. !.Jul\- 12'12, (.,' 
(s1mtlar 0/ (Itm-tn H, I UOO /31'" p. 107; 1hr ( ,wi ~ -1 \hrrol. hun Ihl,n cod l RI·t· ]II;') i. pp. hi, ; flO' td I 

RId I~JOA, ,·cI. ~1.111. PI' "liii IX 
t FrIh rd (,rc·I·U".'~. i. 1'-11. and ~·t· PR_O CI).,!') I/XlI21. lin 12'1. \\hl(h pron', tiM! 1\1'" \\a. dc·ad b\ 1) 

' .. \C·m"!"! 11111. 
R,.tII~IfJI;. I"et II.JI. PI'. "li\ \iii: l..Jhn 1-(4 "'", Ih- 11-104 1/oft ,",mortl, ra/ltd 7r In rk 'mil 1'120 'II, II. PP 

x.!" XH. HH7; IIe.stmulItn ("ImTtn., no. '127: (.UnI1 R,!:,. H, '1\. no. ,-,; "'. n()~ hill. X71), (rH. 221X: tht (;,rat /i"lI 
of VII I~/J( /ur thr Ilh.ttm rift)" RfW/ f!f Am~ limn· 11/ (·d. It I 1l .lrri~ 1'11)('" Roll SIK fl.' xh ii . p. I IX: 1·'rllJf lInt1 }II' 
F.J¥l. ~mr I Ill. IIRJ .U>' l!i:!l. rd. RJ..(" t\.irk I8'N 1(1111 pp. III 1111. -til:!. l-th 110. no: ChaTtm 1/·'( 
Paul\ ,·d, (;ibh •. PP' 162 I no, 20i; thr I)"mr,dtn of Sf, PUIII', 11/11/1 rf I/U . .\".\"II. (·d, \\11 Ilak Call1((,·n SO( 

I"iii 1)11, iii I,: ,.,( IllltTtjflTd.h,ft, iii. p_ -t1'1: j\. (lP, ,,-) h .• 111(1 \('"c· IM·lm\ 
R,d IhwlA, I'll, 11.111 . pp. xh-i. xlviii; .Imml" .\J,mlll/in. (.c.!, " R, J.u.ln\ Roll .. ">t'fil'~ I B6 t 9. iii, p. 171; 9th Nrp 

mw n IJn 1I"IIIn..// .\ff/lIIl1rnp/, lMI, appendix p. -lOb: '"-(II IInt/"ddllr(, iii. p. IBh. citin~ lhl' dl.IM,·. of PI"tc-1 
p"or 01 Sc. B .. nthnlmllc·"\. nO\\ (;uildhalll.ihr.II"'I, \IS, f) & (, St I'aur~ r)I:l21l1,12: ,lIld rur Ihl'" I ('"\\in .lIld 
I--Inflcbd"n 1 .. lIul . "·1· ,\1"11 P R_n. ep'll I R'l/:2fI. 110' iW, iI. HI H \: CI"2."> I IR1/21 nf). 3211 

R. R,l\\lill"on. fh, /11.11",) amI Antu/Ultu "1M (II) a",1 CllJmbal "~I /lmjllrd London 1717 . apJ)(·ndi.. ... p. 2h. 10m· 

nWmor.1l1l1~ \11·x.tJ)cll·r of S"er/urd 1M auranltl /.~mJ'IfI' quI ~"I prtJnlh f(, it II u.wm IlIblU)lh«arrl tI'1"" flU d,."" (U II 
qumqUi ""fT(aJ. ,1 In ,II/ '111 f\,' mmUJllctlT' fmlllmItfi q'" d!flu", iJ/JrlItrI a prtJmtl n:ciL. 117 al/Llll11t11t . . \., J,)hn :\landi,l,tl h.L<; 
pOIOII'11 Utll to Ill(', Ihl"' "",d hlhl thtt • he·rt· u~·d of a t)<)(.k raltl/·r ,h,1II a liilr,t'1 .. umml Im·ariJ.bh ((·rt'N 10 a Uihlc· 
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,('vITal \Tars as \'irar. he \,as promotcd n'rtnr of Swcrford at the prcsrntalion or the (,'~lJ1om. 
of ()..,m:y.la 

'lhu ... 1~1I-. the f~Kts of ~\l('xandt'r's ran'('r ha\c' blTIl adc'qual('l\- if nOll"Omprcht'lbiH'h- 'mrw 

n'~('d 1)\ Huhert Hall <md hi ... SlICTf'S,orS. 1100\t'\'{'r, the'f(' an' \<lrious addition" thaL can mm 
be mack to this b.l,it, outlint'. TIl{' fir l (.'oIllTrn'l Ak,.tndc'r\ piln'11la~(" and his ('ar!) yt''-ll'' •. 

\\'hil'a ,It knc)\\ icdg-ing thaL . \lexilndc 'I' wa\ in illl Iikc'lihood a nalin' of Swnlilrd. Hall ('ould 
di,('o\'(', link t'I,c' or hi .. origins. '<1\"(" thtH IH' \\,1' !>O' .... ihh rdatto 10 a woman named Lmma 
of SWCTfc)I"c1, .1 bl'lH'fanor or l"t"\ ke,bury <lhb('~ l1 .d1 suggcsa-d that l.nllna \\c.l\ ,\it'xandn .... 
motht'(". HOling a n:lI:rt'Tlc(' in tilt' roy,Ii pit-a 1011 Il:n I :.WO to an .\I l'xander fitl [mma ill'tin' 
ill liligitlion (}\'C'r l<mel in Clollcr,u'r .. hirc and \\'an .... irk ... hirC'. 'I 1-{00\C'\Tr, in Ihis h{' was .l lmoS! 
nTtainly rni ... L,lkl'n, since' Lhl' ph'a of 1 :?OO In whidl hl' nofer .. can be lfated bark 10 <l lilldl 
(,OIKord of 11~)5 in which lht' .\kxandcr in qlll· ... lion i, named as the .. on of Emma dt' Bradt, 
\\t'ia imd \\'illiiUll Parft'i, The Emma of S" t'rliu'd \\ ho s('!'\,cd as i.l b('ncf~\("lOr ofT('wkl' .. hur~ . 
ahhou~h almost nrlainly a kins\\'onMIl of _\kxandn of S\\t'r!cJrd. OUl h'lrdly haw be·t'll hi ... 
mother. She is rnorcied from 1221, \\ hell ,Ill' was in disputt' 0\-('1' proptTly at • \rlin~lnn in 
GIOUCl· ... tc·r ... hin', until 1241. wht'n ,ht, wa ... in pov .. t· ... sion of till' manor of .\tilton B~.lIl III 

Ikdford,hin' .md called ~Ia"l('r ,\l<:xanciC'l of S\\criilrcl. tilt' Lx<:iwquer rink. to ".II'ralit hi" 
wit' then', 'aid to han' been l.,'TOlnled te) .\I{"\.mclt·r h\ llulwrt de" Bur~h. By I:? ~ I .. \!t ·x,lI1dt·! 
must han' bC1'1l at IC,,1-SI sixty ycars or age and prohabh' {,(H1sid('ri.\bl~ oldt·1", '0 that whil,! 
[lllll1a «'(mid ha\(' bt,t'll hi ..... ' .. In. ('(HI'iIIl or po",!>h {·\t'll hi, d.lUghttT, it ..,t'l'm, mil'! unlike'h 
thill ,Iw \\01" hi .. mothrf. 

\\ 'hatcH" htT n:a('l relalion 10 .\It-\.;tI)(it-r. Lmma of '-t\\tTlilr<1 dot'~ ill h .. a't .. uh .. t<lll!i.lh· .1 

{,(11l1H'ftiOIl h~'IWl'{,1I .\Il·xanch'l'\ htmily and 1111' \\ ('" c.:ountn. partirul.lrly (;IOlK{· .. HT ... hin' 
.h IlalinOlt'd, hdi:)1'c 1218 .\It.'x.meler n'l'('j\'l'd 'Il.,rralll oflitiw .. ,ll ChC"ll'nOn IH'"lf Cirenn"tt·, 
from the monh of St. Pt'lcr\ ahhey Clou('C' .. ttT, "'Uh,c<jlll'ntly lI,Ul,f('ITt'eI to (hlley abb(·\. th~' 
patrons of S\\criind church. , \1 I11ll( h lilt" 'I<ll11t· et.llt' hI' i ... to he f(>lInd \\illw,,,ing gTilllh of 

(<lrtulfl,) '!I ()'i'11r)' Ihbn. c·d. I U. ~'),\hl'r (hlind li i'!IIII! .11 "'0\ II"~ Ix"'l.i .. "U. XI \'ii \·iii, Ii, Iii. 111',110 I. HrI/j! 

1I11"'1,/1tI dr 1\,/[,1 "-'/'I' (II/'I I.m, ,'mnllLI .If) _\/U 1\ If( (YUI' I·d \\' P \\ l'hillil11<>1"1 .mel I , I).I\U C,UlIn1Jul"\ 

,Uld YOI').. .... >1. il'l\ I. 111 1\ 11. pp .• l" :In 
Rrd 11. J.. ('d 11.111. p. X'iX\ ii. I iting- I!lMu, _1/"1/11.,"0 i. p_ ) 211 HI/luI! ('lIfUll' Rtffl.!, "d_ I P.II~r'I\t· I.ondo!! liB 1 

II, ]I :HI 
I'rd (h,lt 11/ /h( lluhl" Ruurd Off"( "1 tJu 'f'. J of 1/(11,) /I (I1.d 0/11v }lhl 1(. }HJTI oj /hI! Tngll '!I HU-M,d / Pip" Rnll 

"">1. .... ,ii p. '1'1. nl!. hi \, \\t ... h,lll 'iC't'.\lI·x.llllln 01 S,q'r!ord ".l~ prnl>'lhl\ Ihf' lI\ of.1 m.Ul 1I,lIlwd Ilt-n ..... Ind 
It I lI'01p,inl( tl) ilit-llIih hii p,trt'nt~ ,h till' lie-ill,) .lIId I.mnl.! d,' ./(JrJ ITM "f 11.101(' ilkgihk Im'utlnllnl ill tit,· 
lOur I' of ,I \\,lruid.,hirr pt.-,I in 1200' R~/i (IInat' R,'tU ii, p. Ih'! II",\I'\"! 1111' oril{ill,t1 \I~. 01 till pi, ~ I' R_() 
KB.!hl It) III i I"a\" httl,· h"Pf~ Ih.1t tilt' ll1ulil.IU·d l"i'1l1l\1Il ./mt/ I ould l"'H'r 1I,1\t' IKTIl \\-TlItl'll ." S"I',li'nl ,\/111 t • 

• ,' \\1' h,,\(' srt·ll. tlWH" i~ Jl{1\\ no r{'."nn 10 'UPI"N' Ih.u \k,.lIldn' l1lotlwr \\,1'1 n.ll1wd Lmma_ lilt' lonl hip "I' till" 
IlJ.lII' 01 S\\!'rll,nl hdull~('(1 10 tlntr. de ()ilh until. 12.!i, "h"IIIl\' "rr.lntl'Cl ilill Pl'U'! hll Hnl)('n, h~,',11I r \\1111 

th .... ·r.il,· ul Willi.un hl7 I.lia.~ ItJl h.11I ,llmidll' Ii',' inliddinl..,t!ulI /"fnJdon Ri.h.ud ell" lkaulill"r:!!ln ill 
\\.IIf'rpI"'IH Pm .Hld R{'l{ill.lld hl/.Jurd.IIII;,r 111'1' III \'Mott I'..vo( , .llllwld hum till' bMom 0' HI)(,k 'U"'OIl, 111 
I·Xlh.UH~t' lor PI'II'r\ Ill.mm 01 \\',Hlin'!!on: I dunton, Snll"'N·t Rt'(ord Ofhn'. \IS U])/\,\S S~I't? \I!llnn 

I Mtul.l~ . In I I i\ .1II .1".IId \\ilm' I'd II, 1.1\\ k,'~ dl' B'I',III\" .lIId b\ RII hMd of HI.I( kJt'\ ,l .. Iwrilf 01 (htl1rrllllll 
UulLI III tlLr ]Ultl<l'I 1/1 f:'l'rt ,)m (;lolI'(ltmhUr. IllInl'/,}",hllr (lnd .\/ollmdlhlff' I"!tl, 1222, ,·d 1>.~1 ~'('l1toll '~ddl II 

SOl lix. 110, 711: 'n( (hlilrd,/m, FHr, t:J./ I, ed,.J CIKI!")!'r (hlilrd,hin' Rl"cord SO('i"IY hoi no. :!") (. H In" kl, 
Roll, of til\' Ju ... tltn in L~ n'. 12111' PUhlIlOh'lf/1 14 th, Ilnl/md,/w( IIIII/mial R((/I/d ,\m-1f!t', ix ) 9:H;, p. 1:17, JIll. :11 b: 

,mel 'IT CUT/a HrfI.1 Roll), "vii. nil. IMB_ B",id,' tht, 1ll.1II111 or .\lrltnll.\j,-x,ulliI'r hdd a1 ... , (om, inlO 1>1.' 'n lUll 01 
Hr..11I tunih I.lI1d ,11 1I(l("ldt'"inll iu Iit'n/i)f(l,hir(:' ~ubj("{ I II) lili~.tlll!u ill ) 'lIt I'R.O CP',Z"II) IH'l120, IlO_ Wh: ,lI1d 
.. ,'t' 1:('/1 IkdjonMtm, iii. p. 118. 

LnulI,l mil(lu iu,1 1)(1",11" 1)(" Idt'IIIIIII'(\ ,IS IJnm.l. "1IIn\\ nt \\'.11\1'1' (II 1,·\\ 'j'kinll: dU\\\'j ,II \\H'nOld ,lIId 

11'" III Ii:.?!. "ilb ,I '"Il and hl"lt Ihl'l1 li\ill11: ,It Bwkl.uld Plin~ III .... 'IlWr'o{·I , (.Unt! R~\ Rllib. x. pp. 11:1 
J/UW1/iJ (I (.tutu/anti", ,\I·lfta.Itml _~ "I I'rtn (,IUfUt,truu I,d \\ II ) I,UI RI.Il, s.;·ri~ IKII \ -; I, PI)_ 'l~)7 R \\lIhlllll 

litk .Ii .111111\(-<1('(111 'lIqtllrcd in 121H 
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propt~rt) III Londnn h~ the prior of Kenih\orth and till" ~lbbot of \ \ 'inrh(·ombe. In 12:n Ill' 
\'.",b appoinu'd Oil(' of the (·Xl·CutO ..... of ~1~1t'r Robert of GlollCt"slt'r. late chanceUor 01 Chid1l'''
lt~r cmel .lrchde<.lcon of Stafford. and he wa., "'lH.Tf.'t'clcd in a preix'nd he held at Litltficld III 
Ooobcr 12.n by ,I l1l'ph<"', namt'd ~ l d''Il('r SUllOIl nf GlouCt,.,ter 

.\-. \,(·t, \ll"xandcr"s ('xact ori~ns remain oh,cun', Our c\"idcnrr is "'till far from surr. hut 
thl"re is unt' radwf intri~'uing pos ... ibilit~ 1.h.ll (.m no\\ Ix: .ld\illKl'ci. To begin \\iIh. \\(" "holiid 
nOll' that many of the carly deeds of the ,mall . \ u~'l.I.,tini,m priory of Cold :\'onon in Oxford
... hin' an.' , ... ·itnc.,r,('d b) i1 miln namrd .\Jexandn rural dl'an ofS\\crford.- In the same SCrlt''i 

of rharlt'rs. nOlle of "hit'll can be dated" ith an~ prt·(·j .. iol1. but , ... ·hich appear on palJ.(,o
graphi("~\1 ground ... lO Iwlong La the Iatr 12th or c.'arl;: 13lh c('llIuri<.· .... we find witncsses nallll'd 
\"~lrioU'\l,-," . \ it-xancic..-r dean of Banbul), Akxancln of Swt'ri()rd, ,\ kxander parson of S\ .... erfurd 
lind .-\I<.'xandcr rink of Ralph fitz Ygain of Swrrf()rd. Somt' or a ll of lh(.·se rcfcrenct's mil) 

apply to Olll' and lh<.' ... lIlW man.:.'i T he .... \111(' .\Jexancler clean of Swcrford occurs i.t'i witl1es!o> 
to an Osne~ abbey charter, lcmalin'ly d.ut'd lO the lal(' 11803, and lO a 'icri('s of charters. 
datcd to ..,ome (im(' bctwct.'o 1206 and 1231, rctuinS{ to tht' property of Readin'{ abbq at 
Showell in Swerford. In one of these " .. ·itne"3 li..,ts, .\lexander Lil<' dean is joiot'd by his 'ion. 
al ... o mUlled ,\ Iexander. Professor Brian Kemp, thl" editor of tht., Reading chartcl'S. ha..-. 'iug-
g(' ... trd that .\l('xandcr the dean may Ix- id(.'mificd with ~ L.l'iter .. \lexandn of SWfrford of 
Exchequer fi..llTIe. Tht're ics nOlhing inlwrenti) impossibl(> in this identification. It W.l'i b) no 
nwallS unknown f(lr a clerk lO begin hi ... l'are('f a ... a rural dean, and from there to ri ... (· to 

IlHKh hi,~h('r promOlion. For examplr, at rou~hly the time thaI ,\lexander of S,.,.·erforcl wa<; 
t.-ntt·nn~ ')(T\"I('{' at (he ro)al EXl'hequrr, his do'i(' rontt'mpc)rilf), ~I a'iler Robert of Clipston, 
i.lppear-. to hoWe..' beel1 promoted from a rural dranrry in Glouce..'slcr..,hire to sen"C as official 
of thrct' Sut'("(''isi,·r bishops of \ \ 'orce ... t('r and to il("1 as a Jt'ading papal judg(' delegate. SllJx'r
firiall~, it mily be hard to 1X'lien' that a rural dean, found on numerous occasions in r<"siciellc(' 
within hi\ Ox.fordshire deanery, could also havc 'ipent prolongt'd periods of acti\·it) al tht· 
king's Exchequer ~l or(:'o,·cr. since .\ Jexandcr the dean may han' held office from as ea rl ~ a..'i 
II H9, and ... iure..' l\la"ott'r ,\lcxander of Sweri()fci d ird a.., la te as 12·16, for the dean and the 
ExtiU'qurr rink (0 be' one and the ... alTIt· person \\(> would need to assume that ~Iaslrr Alcx
ander re..'mained in ani"c employment at the Exdll'qucr until his latC' se\"cnties. But neither 
of thr ... (· objntioll\ is elltirely cooc'lush-c. To acid ten yea~ or 'iO to lhe a'(e of ~ laslt'r .\lexancler 
at the tim(, of hi ... dt'ath is har(Uy to exn'('d tht bountJ... of possibility .• \.5 for the quc'itioll of 
re ... iden("e, and bt'aring in mind that Alexandrr lht' clt'an had witnessed many of til(' early dt'cd ... 
of Cold :\'onoll prio~. wr find an .\ l(>xander of Swt'rford. without Litle as dean. appt.·arin'{ ill 
1213 <llongsi<ie S~ll1lul'1 prior or Cold :\orton as \\ iult' ... s to a chartcr relating to Ih(' London 
prop('rt~ of \\'inchcomb<' abbey. almo ... t (."{'rtain1y dn.l\,n up in London and henc..:e I)()'i .. ibl) 
"itne ...... (·c! by • \ It'xander durin~ his period of re!'lid('ntt' al thr Exch('quer. .-\n aitc.'matin' 

I (Qrflllal) oj V IJmlh"ltIm(/t J Ilo,pIIllI, ('d. ;\J.\I Kl"rlin~ l,lIndon 1 lin . no,. 191, n'19. 
P R (). (:IiUII H m.lO; Cl1lmdtJr t1 PaInIl RQ/b 1.32 n. p. 1:,.10. 
Br;\'o(·n(l~· Culil-g(" mUllinl(·IH~, Duntho'l> Cll.Irlrr. nos. ') 7, 12; ihid. RI'lcOInlx' eh,lncr;. no. 2*: ihid. RlllIri~ht 

Ch.tnl·r IIlh. 2, 3, i 
8r,l,,·!1(N· Colk't(' llluninU'nts, l..c:w<;(OIub{' Ch"rll-r". no. I; ihid. Lid~tol1l· ChMtl"l .... 110". I, :.1, I, I.'"). 
(J,m£. Cmtuiary, i\, Pi> :333, -\.7+ 5; RrruJUIR, . Jh~ CartularvJ ('d H.R Kemp Camden Soc ·hh q-r. xxxi 11 1. 

nm."dO I; HI ill\h I.ibriuy, ~ l S .• \dd. Chann I %U. Our of tht 0 lit") dMrt("l"'I\, .I\,ardin~ tht' ('hUH hoI \\·alap("fT"\. 
(.tII IX' cI..\lrti 11 S9 Oil lhr ba.\j, IIf lht' t"nlJ"\ in .lfllI'JII\ .\/"114" i\. II .. n. 

lhllLilm find Charin. v) (",rdmal (.uola H,uhlm, Papall.Lf." III f.ngfdJuJ I:.!lf, 12/8. {·d. \; \"illl('nt (:.uut"rbuI"\ 
.mll YorL. s..XM-I\. Iq'H). nn. 9n. 

(.dltultlT) oj \1. &rt/ioI,omm S, nl). tU9. mi'>datrd ,lIld "ttll a fJI'Ir KiC'ntilKatiun of th(" .lhhol 01 H.-TIIlh'd..!o dbbol 
(.r \\·illl ht",trr r.tthn IhMl Windll·ombf" 
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possihi l il~ \\fluld 1)(' lhat the AJexandrr of S\\"crfi>rd who rompilcd the IUd &Jok rif tM F.;,:rchtqutr 
should be idc..'llliflt'd not with lht.' rural dean of S\\(·rford but with the dean's <;on, another 
\ icxandcr, who (KTUrs a ... \\ilJlrs ... to onr of lh(& Showt'll rharlCN of 1206 x 1231. Surh an 

i<il'mifiralion "fluid allow us to pinun' ~l aslrr ,\I rxandt'f as a mcmbt'r of a clerical dyn~hty. 
tht· 'Oil of ~l rural dean. ~ Ion· than thi .... it might ... ugg(·Sl that he..' ,vent on to inh('ril hb fathrr\ 
parish church of S\\l'ffi>rd. flr-.l a.., ,"irar amt afi.t'f 1128 a .. r('('tor. Hm .... e\·cr, a~ Wf .. hall "('c, 
\ In.:.lI1der or s,\'t'r!c)I'c1. the Exchequrr rlak. \hlS in prohability the son of a man nanwd 
Ht'llr~ If\\," .m' It) .uTept any ... on OfnH1I1{'("lioll ht't\HC'n tht' dc"all orSwrrfi:"d and tht· author 
of tht' /?/'d BooJ.., we must (' ither r{'je(( lht' id(,l1lifi(,~Hioll of tht, Exchequer d,:rk Alexander with 
.\In;andcf fill I lenr;.. an unappc .. tling prospnt, or arl'q>t thaI .\ irxandc'l lh(' dean is ont' and 
,.IIIl{' man as .\I ('x<lnder of the Exchequer. 

.\ ... filr . \ !t'xanc!('r hll. Il cuf)', hi" SIO,,) bcg-im." ilh d series of dc>eds pn'srnTd at \\ 'estmin ... t<'r 
ahhn I'ht'Sl' r('Cord lhe <1uivilie ... of c\ man namc'd Alexander ticrk of thl' ExriwCjuer, or 
,\ kxancirr ,on of iI (,nry, who around the \'C<11 1210 was c'ng-aged in prOpfrly Ir<tl1sanions 
within Ihc \'ill (If \\'c ... lminstcf. Pan of thi ... t·..,t.a\{' 11<' u",('d LO t'ndO\\ lighls al th(' altar of lhl' 
\"in~in ~ I ary in \\'e ... uninstcr abbe'y, a '{ift mad(' fur thl' souls ofhimsclfand his an('c'tofS. and 
tilt' ..,nul of ~l \\oman namcd Edith dau~htt'r of G('Onn'y dc' la Barre hy whom .\ kxandcr had 
bdll'fl'Ci \·ariou ... rhildren pum'), '1'11(' (('I'm.., of thi ... award. and lheir failur(' to de,crihe ,\ Ic'x
.11ldt'r .lIld Ldith a!'l ill any sen"'(, man and "ift., ... ugJ~(, ... t thill .\ In:andrr\ lia..,on l1);\y han' hecn 
an illirit Ollt'. mo't probahly ht.·GH1..,C' 111' \\.l'" a (Ink in holy order,. and hence dl'harn'd fi'om 
nlar ..... 1Ilg-. Can tlw EXlhl'qut'f (Ink ,\ lex.mder fill HCllry. tht' father of Edith's rhildrcll, be 
id('lHifil'd \\ iIh .\ !exandn of S\\nforcP TIlC' ('hier "uppon for ,m·h an idt.~lIlifir.llion ('OIlW.., 

from yet i.IIlOlill'r serics of dcl'(\-;. thi ... time 10 hI.' f(Hlnd ,llllong-st the muniments of Corpu ... 
(:h"isti College Cambridg-c. 

T Ilt' li""l of liw'ic l1ewl\ dis('O\'rred dlilrlc'r..; lakt's lIll' f{)rm of a n1lllran Illade in tht' nalllc' 
of ,\ It'xandn of Swcrfc)rcl, lreasurer of St. Paul's. fOi the marria~e of his kinswoman 
I fflll 1{III,1!Uln/'ll , '\~'Hh<l. Lt,t alone it-.. ,ic;nihrill1u' Ie)!' thl' hiography of S"crfc)rd. the ('Olllr.Kt 

would ill i.\lly ca~(' I1ltTit our attent ion .... inn' dnnll1H'llts of this sort survi\'e on ly ran'" li'ol1l 
"'0 {'ar" a date Drawn up on 9 Onohcr \~·Hl, tht' lOlllldrt allow.., for an illliallCl' b('l\\c'{'11 
. \ ~.Hh<l Iht' kinw\,om,u) or. \ \exanda IrCi\">lI1'tT of St. Paul\ ;,md Iknry the rld('''a "on of \\"lltcr 
thl" Chamberlain of Un'lll Pelham in Il rnf()rdshire. a pari..,h in which ,\ iexander of Swcriclrd 
hc'ld lin' li\'in~ a, an intcgral part of hi ... ollKC ".., In',lSUU·1'. Ht.'nr,. and ,\ '{"cltha. lht' umtra(l 
.1Il1l0Ulln' ..... 1IT to b(' bt'trOlht.'d at thr end of the' year 12,12, and married st., year..; ah(·n .. ard~, 
On tIll' da\ of their bCll'fnhal. :\\C'xamkr \\ ill rt.'il.'a'l' all the land he hold\" ilt Pdham from 
. \ {{lleS <it' \\ 'aul1('y, to ,('n't' a'\ . \ ~atha\ marria~l' portion and LO be held hl'llrl'fonh h\ I lcn~ 
and .\ g-I1l .... from ,--\I('x~lIld('r and hi~ hc·ir ... ,md a ... sigTh for an annual rent of 2 <.;hillin~. In thl" 
Ilwantime. II'om Onoocr 1240 until th(' day of tht' bctrothal, lhe land is to bl~ handnl o\"('r 
to \\· .. llter thl' Chamberlain in ru ... wdy, so that he may apply i .... procl.'ed ... to Ihl.' needs of 
111'nn and .\ g-alha. \\'altn t1ndl.'rtakl'~ that on tilt' d,lY of LIl(' hctrmhaL h(' will allO\\ Il cl1l"\ 
!I'('{' pown 10 grant .\ '{atha dO\vl'r in d third of" itll \ \'altn's lands and rents, and thi.tl thn'(,' 
\c·ar... .lhn 1111' maniil~e has taken plan', ... Imuld .\~illha and H enry wish LO lin' wgt.,thn 
out\id(' the ('<tiT of \\'altrr. Agatha \\'ill !'ncin' ('u..,wdy of her marriage portion togetlwr "ilh 

lI'fllm"',\I~r (:JIII/tm, (·d .. \Ll~on, no', 11.i. III 
C:orpu~ Chri,u C"lkg("_ CamhridL:r- mUII\I1l('1I{ ":\.I\ \ \I, prinu'd bdm ... lpP,·mlj, I Illi ,lOci thr

,Il! omp.1I1\ 1I1~ (olin lion uf Pc1h.lm d"t'(I~ (.1111(' inln thl" po 'i"S il)l1 "f till' l'olk~r 1O~\·tllt'r" ilh an t'\t;ltr .11 1 ~lI1dlJ(·,I,h, 
)<!l.IIIII'd tn C"'lHi Chri.,ti b\' tilt' (:h.ulll)(·rl.lin I.unih ill till" I teh If'l1lUI) r(1/ (4I1Ibru{r:omu, ix. pp. 1-11 2.1 .... I,h 

III th.1111.. ( .llh('1 illl' Itall. Iht· (111It'~· .Ift 111\ j,t, I.,r her l~ j,t.uu c- 111 Ira! l111t chr~ dIKUIlWl1t..;. 
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a ()urd of L 111 in Iflnd .. and rents whu.-h \\ altt'f l"<JI1tfob ill rirkhill in Yurkshirt" and i.l third 
of \\'i.llll'r"s (',talc' al Pdham. hould H enrv ft'fu .. c to pforccd with either the hetfmhal Of the 
marriag(' . . \ \tdlha may nonctheless be bNfOll1l'd and lTI.lrned to " 'allt'!""., younger ..,011 n1('O

bald. on lh(-' 'i,lnW [('ml, as .. Iw would h,IH.' Ix'('n b('twIhed .md married to H t'nr\'. "hould 
\~atha . Il rnn or Theobald dje before ht,trothal h'h 1.lkt'11 place, \\'alter is to continue to 

('njoy tht, inronu- from .\ '01ha\ nMrriagl' portion for 12 yea!""> ,tftn LBO. with n'\cr...ion 
tht'frafkr to ,\l('xancil'f and hi, assigns. Sa\-e felf' the' '('1"'\ ice of a \"illcin and :3 and a half .. lUCs 

of land in Pelham, \\hirh Alexander hal; granted \\'alter in n'turn for a quitrenl. 
.\ "ccond ("haner, b~lH."d in July 1249 by Fulk B<lS~t't bi,hop of L..ondon. prmTs lhal lht' 

lll<uTIagc.' bClW('rn I !rill)' and .\g-atha did ind("ecl takt, pl~l("c', and lhm Agi.lthi.l gained pos'ics ... ioll 
of hrr marri.:u~e ponion, dl's<.:rib~.'d as 100 ant's of land in Pelham funnl'rh held by ,\I rxand('r 
of S\\erford from I\~ll' ~ de \\'auncy , her('by {"onfinnl'c1 to I knl} and Agatha, husband and 
wilt" in I"t'turn fOl" an annual rent of2 shillings and sc.'r\"in' to the bishop of London, prc.'sumably 
'Kling in his capacity a\ ~\It'xander\ heir and d\sit,!l1. I l"h(' hi ... hop\ a\ .... ard is will1('ss('d by all 
impres..,i\·e array of di~itarl(,s, including the trri.lsun'r of the royal LX('hcqucr and tllTt'C' othn 
Exchequer barons. lht' ch.lT1celJor of lhe EXfhl'qut'r, lht' king\ justin's silting in eyn.' at th{' 
Strand, and hy lhe dl'an and ')('\"f.'ral canon\ uf St. P.lUI's. SUIl1(, inclic.'atiun of tht' ~r..l\"ily 

conlern'cl on th(' rhartt'r by this rusernbly of \\ ilnrs,l'\ is prmided b\ the.' fan thiH an ab'ltran 
ofLhe charIer wa\ t>ntered on the royal pipe roll fc)r tht· yt'ar 32 Henry III 1247/8. ~Il'rd) 
for ib list of L.xc.:llt'qu{'f ofTirial\, the- chaner would nWrll puhliGuion. \I Beyond thi~ howe.'\"l"r, 
it add, a nudal pic'cr of rddence to the biography of .\I('xanclrr of Swt'rford. In the l11ilrria~e 
contral"l of 12lO . \~lha is de~crib{'d by ~wcrford 'iimply a, his kin'i\\oman. In the rharH'f of 
1219 'ihl' i'i d('\uihed UI1cqui\'ocally il'i Swcriord's daughter. 

So . \Iexandcr of Sw('nord, author of th(' Rid Boo/.. and lrt'il'iUftT of S1. Paul's, fathncd at 
lea" 011(' daughter. The age of thi.s c.-hild .. \~.ltha. (·;.Hmot he ("tablhh('d with any ("('n"lil1ty, 

btU givc.'n thai ~he wa, expect('d to take possessioll of her marriage ponion in I ~ 19, the 
likdihood is thai \he was bom at some timt' in t1w lal(' I 220s. \\'(, kno\,,· nothin~ d{'finiu' of 
the identity of her mother, but it is at kast it plausible slIggc\tion that .\galha wa<\ one ill a 
succcssion of children <;aid to have hC(,1l fathen'd hy .\ie\.ander Lhl' clerk, alias .\lexander fill. 
I knry by his companion Edith thc daughtC'r of C;e.·oO"r(')" de la Barre, a liaison which had 
aln'ady pro<iuc('d mor(' than one child by 1210 or so. \\'r l11i~ht go even further than this. 
and ... uggest that . \Iexandc.'r of Swerford, alia'i .. \l('xander the ck-I"k or ,\lexandn filL Henry, 
is th(' 'am(' man .il'i .\h'xander the rural dean of Swcrford mentioned in (he reuJrds from th(' 
1180s onwards. known to han' fathe.'rcd a ... on and namesake, .\k\.andcl". found \\;tnl',sing in 
company with ,\Icxander the dean at 50111(' lime after 120b. ,\ giltha of SW(Tford's husband, 
Il el1l') the Chamherlain, was heir to a minor Ii.lndholdin~ in C.i1mbrid~e<;hire, Ill'I'tfi:>rd,hirc 
and c1\('\\hrn', flf\t n'corde.'d in the early )('ar'l ofthc 13th cl"ntury. lIen1)' the Chamlwrbin 
hil11~e1f ha'i I(·ft liull' imprC',\ion on the I"('("ord'i, and \\ .t., dead b~ 12:>6 wht'n the king- g:an' 
the \"'<lrd<;hip of his heir and till' marriage.' of hi, widow, prt''iull1ahh .. \~atha of Swt'fford. (0 

(:OIVUS (;hristl (:ull~'~l'". C.llnbrid~t"". muniml;lIt<; XXI\·.\ 'il.l, prinIIO(IIx-Iow ap!>l°lldix 1. 
I For .1 cnlll"~ lion (If ~illnl.U' Ii,ts. from thr lIRO:<. Oll\\ard l°e-;\ \ 'inc 1"1110 . 1"11(' ()ri~l1~ of tl1f' Ch.Illt"t'lIl.1r,hip 

of tilt" Lx(he-qucor', l:.n.(/uh III.I/on(al Rnuu', n:iii .IQ(3)0 pp. IlIh 7. 11K :.?1, omd ,UlOlIJ("r "inn' notlod in 1M 111m", 
(."artula1), ('d II I. ~.lIt("f ()xford~hi~ Rc-cord Sol. i~·t\ x..X\ \ i . pp. l'i7 R. 1111. I WI. 

fIll ('"n",hrul~(I"ITt, i'i, I'p .. 5b, III 2; IJ.H IIrrljiJuJ,hlTt, i\. pp. (I~) h: \\ F,1rrrr, f"rwlu! (1Imbn"r:r.~h/T( 

C.lmbridi(f" 1 (I.?O , PI' 350 Ill'>, IRq 90; (Alnuim cJjlnqulUh)/lj PtH/ .\I'himl. i\. no'! II~, 110. -I ht' CO'l.IU' nC'ar ·1 it khill 
in York~hifl". ITlf"llIionrd ill lht' marria~ ("ontract ur 1242, C.lIUlilt t .. idrlHihl'"d .... ilh .un c('naint\, but SN" po ihh 
BooJ..! of /'ttI, pp I JlK), lllli. Hbl 
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Ilw Poia',-in ('ounirr Guy de Lusi~lan. Il enry\ ,on " 'alter filZ Hcnry, prr!-.umably • \It:xancit-r 
of S" tTforcl\ ~ri.lndson. who (KCU~ from tilt' law t 250:-. onward.,. appears to han' {'njo}('d a 
ratlwr un<.,a\"ouJ"\ reputation. bt'in~ accu-;,{'d of romplidtv in the murdrT of a Cambridg(' hm' 
man \,hos(' {'<;lall' at Landbeach the Ch~\mb('r1aill hlmih' WC'ft.' in the pro<"css of purrha,inK. 
Hnl~ \, ~ oun~('r brother Theobald, nWllliollt'd in lhl' marrial{(' ..,('IU('lnCnt of 12+2 .h a poten
lial hU'ihanci fm ,\e;alha of Swcri()rd. ('meTed tht' rhun.:h ,1I1e1 ,uf\'in'd until the mid 12()(b 
\\ht'll lit' \\.IS ,unl'col'd as f('nnr of l..anclhl'.Kh h\" .1Il0till'f hrolhfT.,John 111(" Chamlx.'TI.,in 

\\'Ihl! dtw'i .\ h-,andt·r of S\\t'rford\ PO,,(· ... ,iol1 Of.l mi,tn'.." and t:hildn'n Idl U'i of dl'fir.li 
rdibaq in !.!.('J1nill? It \\oule! b(' po ... sib lt' 10 arguc thai tl1l" {'hildrl'n hom hefim:' 1:11 R. when 
.\\(-xandcr rnl'in'cI promotion a ... archdt'anm of Shrop..,hirt" reprc\("l1ll'cI 110 We.lI st·,mel.li. 
I"Iw church's insi"'I(,llrt' upon t:lnical ("elihacy \\<1" clin'cl{'cI chiefly towards tilt.' higher d(Th,) , 

.1Ilt! IH'nu' il Illily haH' bl'CIl hy no l111'an<;, lJllu .. ual liu" i\ pari ... h prit·:'!t. or ('\TIl for il rural 
clt'an. 10 h.,,·(· fiHhcrt'd children whclI in orcin:'!,'! 1100\l'\"('r, ror Alexandrr's di.lughlt"l" ,\l!;alh.1. 
aim{N rntainly born ah.n hlT fi.Hhl'l"\ promotion ,l' <1l"ch(lI-<l("on. lhl'l"(' can bl' no s\lch ,)pcriai 
plt'<1din~.\i{'\:andrf ofSwt'rford nM\ \\(,11 han'li\"('d in c()n("lIbil1il~C, <lnd h('" (t'naink Ii.Hlwrl'd 
dlildn·ll. gra\"(' ofirnn.'s in the ry("!>. (If ("hurd1 rd{)rnwr:'!. This !>.t<ltt· or an~lif\ may t'\Tn ha\"t' 

h("(,1l lilt' .. ul~itTt or ~o ...... ip amollt{\l his ('ont(:mpm.lrit"'i. TIlt" chronidn ~ lauht'\\ P.lri ... , \\ ho 
made ust· of s\\tTrord\ cnllcuion of Exchequer rt'(·orc\.... induding \'arious or tht' maltTiill ... 
u'-t·d fill' tilt" Exdwqurr RId BrHJk. rd(·J"".. in hi ... ohiLUan of .\kxand(·r lO Ill(' fat! lhal Iw kit 
hehind him nu ('qual 'in hand ... lIl11l'IH· ..... of bod), ht'aUI\ or file(' or learning in mam hc·ld ... '·' 
.\It ·x3mlt·r· ... h.md .. oml· l"I('fior ma) \\('11 h.\\(" 1>('('11 the ... t.lning point of hi ... t"tra-111.1rit.11 
li.li ... on .md lwnn <1.\ l11urh a ('UJ""..C' .h a hll· ..... ing. 

,\c("ordiI1~ to Ih(' .. t.lI1dard accounts, celibal') al11ong...t lht' higha derg) in Lng-Ielnd het <tIllC' 

tilt' norlll rathn than thl' rxt't"plion LOw.lrd ... tilt" C'lul of" till' 12th n'IllU~, .\1 lilt' {'atlwdr.11 
church or St. P<\ul\. ror l'xamplc. the l'pi'KOp~Hl' of (;ilhnt Foliol, bi ... hop or London Ilh:~ 

R7 ~\pp('ar"s 10 h.I\"{' hl'en nudal in c:nding thl' anricIH abu"'l' \,ht'rt'b\ the ("anon'" tlf London 
li\"l'd \ tTy much .lli. sc("ular .... with thcir 0" n hou .. t'hold .... "in's and ramilies. oftell pas .. ing on 
llwir prdwnds rrom f:niwr to ... on on'l mort' than (JIlt' .~('nl'ration .. \kxandl"f of' S"t'rI(lrd 
made no allt'll1pt to b('qllCCllh hi ... 1'(Tlt· .. ia"tir.ll ht"lwfilTS lO hi" ("hildr(,"ll. unkss \H' .In· lO 
i.\""lIl11t' that hi ... mpol ~Ia.,tt'r Simon or(;loun'stcr, heir to his prt'iwnd at Lirhfic'ld, \\a ... aCllIalh 
\Jt'xamkr'" '\on. :\"olll·thcle .... ,. il is \urdy inslrlll ti\ t' that as \;\1(' "l'> 12 ~9 lilt" bishop of London. 
I'ulk Bi.\, ... ct, .lppt·,lI'S 10 have !Cit no compunnion in n'f(-rrin.t{ openly ltl tht· 1~\Cl thai .\\t'xandl"l 
had fatiwf('d a d<lU~hHT. J:1,,(",dwrt·, rrom till" ('arh' yl'~\J"".. of tht, 13th ("{·ntury. \\t. find a (.111011 

of I kn-fnrd and royal ju ... tice. ~la ... ({'f Robert of Il.lSt'iey, opnliy <lfknnwlt'dging- hi .. patl'l"nil\ 
of <l di.lughuT nallled ()fi ... cldil, in .i marriagt· ... ~·tllt·nl("1lt \imil.uo in "'0111(" f(· ... pnh to th.1I 01 
S,\.-nfc)I·d\ daughter \ gatha. II RC("('11I u· ... l"an h h.\s hrou~ht to lighl "cH'ral {<l"'(''i or ,lni{.11 

(Inll RIIIII 11i/ fJ, p. Ill. ('U~ p"""11 ')1\ tl1~ right in!l\l" "'lnl .\IId l\idO\\ In 0Ilt' III hi, Innl I\b" til tum 
!I .. 1d tlWIll In John ti(' b 1T1.Ir for J. lin .. III [10 

,.( II f.ll""m(/~\hlrr i)(, pp. HI 1; (.11m RIIllI l!ifJ 'I. p. IIH; ("l/nuifll (J/ Po/rnllMh 1:!li .ill, pp. h:lh 7· l:till 
M. p. 21). 

/"(11 (tlmhnttJ;rhlll. ix, p. \.')1, titinv IIII' .'\ Ldl'l1I t' 111 ntlli,h l.ihL'111 \1~ .\dd ')R37 COI"III,IIL"'l1pt\ Ii, 

~'T lor (Ox.unpl, Hrnl1 rural cll·.1II1I1 H.uldon III \;urlh.lIlll'tlll1,hilc· dnd 1I t'1I~ hi, "OIL \qUII !o('!lIIJ.1 ~1.1rJ1 

In 1111' PII'tHOII tralt'l1,i.m "hh('"\ uf Sull>,.' IIBO: I .mnlon, SUI1l('r t·t R~'tord (>nl(" \IS 1)))/"l/lhlli. 
\1.ulhn~ P.lri~, (}rnmJ,(J .\I'I1OTQ, ('d. HR. I.u.trd Rill! "-Tic· IHi..! RL 1\. PI'. "lSi H, and IfIr P.n;, IN' "I 

1ll.lIni.I)' •• 1:.0 lound in lilt" R.ttI Bllok., '-.("(" R \"au~h.u,. \1,1/111'11 IJ(J.n :.?nl"i1'C1. 1'I7Q. pp 17 l!-t. 
lmulbo£ mY RrJufnIm til Ihl.Ju-laohha. ('d () R .. \u LVI"r IWll I'MI3 ii p. :lh:l. 
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im'ontim"Kc' in Ihr fir-I hair of tht., 13th CTlllurv, indudin~ l'xample'\ in \\hich bi!>hop ... ,mel 
('atlwdl,ll C,lIlons f~llh("rl'd childr('n, and • .H It'~l"'l Oil(' nowriou'i caw in \\hith a parish rhurrh 
\\a ... pa ...... t'd Oil from l~llh("l" to ... on O\'('r "t·\ (T,II gt·llI·ralions.' \"0 doubt then' art' mht'r SlU h 
('a (." "hirh ... till <1\\ ail disro\"t'~. pcrhap ... ,I Wt'<1t Ilumha ("ri\ ("11 th(" fn·qu(·nt occurn'Jl(T in 
rh.lrtt'r... ,mel (anulari('''' of name,,; in \\ hich pa.lC'rnit~ i'i a ... ( filwo to it partinllar named magHIIT. 

John ... on of ~la .. t('f.John· and ... o 011. tht titlt' ma;;il/n or \I,I .. tn I}l'in~ usu~llIy, althou~h !lot 
uni\'CT ~llIy, r<'sfT\'I'd for clerk!'. in holy orders: 1'0 lake only on(" surh t"xamplr. tht· ~last('l" 
·imoll of \V.lhon, \\ho in . \pril 124-3 ('Illrn'd illlo .1 lontr.lu filr till' marriat{(' of his son J ohn 

to J:liz~llwth rl.lUghtrr of Sc',val fitz Ilenl"\ of Ltlin L,rton. a prominC'nt \\'arwickshirr knight. 
(an almost certainl) b(' identifi('d as ~Ll<;ItT Simon cll' \\'auton. royal jU:o,tin' dCTtrd hishop 
of '\ol"\\i('h in 1257'· Besides his son. ~Ia'il("r Simon Tlhly aho hm'(' falht.'rt'd a daughtt'r, 
. \gm· .... marri('d to S{'\\ ,11 of Elling-lOll· ... son Janw,,;. progenitor of Lilt' Shirley family of Drrby
... hire It IS po'"ibll' that Simon had fathered both of Llw ... e rhilrlrt'n before tilking holy ordc'rs. 
In thl' .... lInr way. prubabh hl.fnrt~ clllt'rinl{ tht' rhurrh. Philip l.ll\'d, il kinsman of tilt' Lmt'1s 
of \ I insh'r LO\t'II. is known lO han' fatiwrt'd .It It'llst t\\c1 "'(ms and i.l daug-htl'f. Like- Simon 
III' \\'<l!UlIl and .\k ... andrr of S\HTford. Philip "('nt on to enjoy a promin{'nt carrrr in m'·i.t1 
'l'n:in' .• to, ('anon of London and ro)<ll treasuft'!" I :.?.l:.? .iH. his childn'l1 apparently prt'Sl'nting 
no hindrallll' to his promotion.+! In all of thi .... thiTe· ,lppear'l 10 han' bt.·(·n a ron ... idaable 
disparity brl\\-t't'll tht' prauiu.·s and lht' th('ornir~,1 prn('pts or lht' dlUrrh. 

In cnntnnporar~ churth slatult· .... stich i.1 ... tilt' nm ... titution ... ofbi ... llOp Slain ... b,' for tht' dio<:t· ... {· 
or CO\'l'nl~ ,mel I..ithfidd where Alt'\'ilnd{'r of S"nford Iwld hi ... an:hdl'<lconry. or the stallltl'S 
of Fulk 8<1· .... (·t filr Liw "'('(' of London ,dwre ~w(",ford re ... ickd for murh of his lifi·. dniral 

I J n.lrf/m. II l'nlnrd Bi,hop' ,md .\taITlt'd ctlT't' II if! 1~lIr. /lll/oruol Rflftll<n.. b, 19B7, pp, I H. lilil1lt 
IllIllWroU'i n;.unpl!''i ul (<Ill< uhilhll((' ,mil ,u 110.1" Oil!' t [i'nt .11 (1\11.1", In liw rh.lpltT 01 "krdi,rd a.~ [.1.11' ,('i tht, mid 
lith t nllun, H R. K"l1)p, Ht'r("dit.l~ Iklwht r~ in 1111' .\h-dit·' ,I[ l.ul(li,h Chur< h- .1 I kn'ford~hirC' (·,(J.mpk·, /Jill/tim 
lif 1"1" In.lh/liit flf ""Ionllil Rtw"h, ... !iii l'IiO. PI'. I I'", itinl{ 1;llllih 'u. {(,."jnll to tlu' (hurdl flf b(" in Ht·n·I')f{l hi!"!', 
{lllh ,·r,ldi(.lu'd !f1\\.lrd, IIII' rnd or th" 13lh ('('"!Hun: D,1. 1)(, hUlnut.:;h, ·Pnliti., ilnd Prd.lC\ in Ihr 1.111' t",'mh 
,,'n'IUI"\: IIII' '.In'cr tIl IluL:h dC" :'\I>l1al1l . hi IIf'p elr (.O\rntl"\, 11M 'IU'" III larvsl R"(Qnn. hi\" 111'"11, pp 12 II 
t illll\,( tile' "\ idnlC (' lor ,I m.1II 1lJ.l1wd Philip Hp'''I1I~ ,Irkufl\\kdl.\nl ,I till' fill ul hi,hnp HlI~h or Cm'{'Il\~; h,!.",/, 
N'l '/'tll ltd 1"111 II rn.hnJn JlJin I:YOI rd, .\IJ I r.mUIII (hlord 1')<1 J , PI'" !iii i\, li'linl{ the' M111\ I.Hht'H·d 11\ 
(j(ld"T~d,'J.IIl,III,llOpof\\'lm-hl'lf'r IIRq I:!UI Ilt-tlI('IIP' .. r,hlhnpol\\,\Ii,hll~ Ilqll:2li .lIldlmhrolhn 
Rit h.ml. hi 111'1) "r ( hil hnt,'r 111') Ii \\ali,hlll"\ 1217 2A Inti l)urh.lIn 121A ~i ",'n' till' "llll c,r Ru h.ud (lr 
III h"'(,'r. hl'hop fir \\'mdlr In I 17 ... fiR 

le,r pn ... i,," h unrrco~lIi/("d t"\ample' c,1 (krt\..11 IlJ.lITt.lI.!'" "1 nllli ul,in.II.!(", (" rur n,.amplt, (11M R~LJ RiJIb '" 
pp. t?h 7 ,lIt·I.'1tllTt.lt \ 01 tilt" 'on 111'.1 Ct.-.II tm • ,,"\ii. uo 21n hl"n'dil.11"\ un I Ion tn Iht, I hun h of (,.lIlOn ill Sun", , 
PI-tO KBlh1l1 t m Sid ,IIII'c;alitUl th.tt \lire' ,\ili· Ur.Jflhll cll- \ .\UII'rI uppo .. (II, Ih,' cl.)u\,(ht("r or a 1.t\manJ"hn 
IIckt . ",l1 III 1.11 t Ih." tI.\U~ltler lit l"hilip (k 8r.II)\(· '.111011 IIf I Jt.n 1,"c1 II. (. I:? m 

u L.ondon, C"II('I{" fli \nll', ~I~_ \'illlC"lIl 11'1 \'1111 ntl' tr.llhl ripl~ IWIll 1I1f"' h.ml''''' ,,11111" Shirk, l;unilv. 111IAI 
[Ii I)" R2 hllh.\ IUIlh,'r I nntnnIM,r-..a", cop~ Irolll Iflr s;unr M'lIn,' III :,\,.nh,lIlIpl(>n, :\'c'nilamptnn,llIrl" R("e flrd 
()lll(f", .\1'" Finch-II.lltclIl III p" lUI·.1 ronlr..an 'II 11, \pril Ill'\. h, \,hich 'wo\,.11 ,lIld ~I,btrr "'imnn granlllu-ir 
(hiltln'" 1.lIlff al JJ.~ .H,d I \~ tn \\".In<oic k,hiT'I". anr! B,II nit III (hf"rd,hlrr, ~I,btcr Simon a~("rtn't tf' rli",-h.I~(' 
'If·\,.II'~ ,1,,111, II' Ill(" .I"'" I h(" ("(1Il1r-U I, "hie h I Imrx- 1'1 IHlhh,h 1"1,,'\\Ilt"lt,. itnplin Ih,lI both thilt!n'n hl'rr un(il-r 
Iht" .IR' III 21 !-c,r .11 h,trlt'r 'Ul(.~(·,tin~ Ih.1t Simon bl,hnp "I :'\on\ it h \~.I .1 IMli\(" or \\'altoll -'1..audujl ill \\'an\ i(l~hill' 
(',' \\.Irv.i,l.., ".Irwi(k~hin· Rl'cnrd Ol1ur, .\IS CRRI.H/)" 

S,·,' Ilamd,h,u ,",,1 (Jf Fm,." 101,1: 7 RlI"h,m/ I, JJrn 12 J'Aua,d I, URI, ("d L. 'IIO\.:(" and 1.(, "'I,ll IIM)(I 
l)ul(d,lit- \\o:w.irt\ XI I"S:!. 110. h71" \\hid, d,'momlr.lt, Ih.tIJ.IIUt ~111 fir \\"\\.11 \\3., IIMITi,"cjIO.1 \Hml.lll n,ullnJ 

\-:111' <It- \\,IUI'III' 1217 Bolh Dulttiak ami \'111(('111, \,Iu) 11M" 1t.1\1' h.ld .l(U' III d'Mum,'nl' IlIm lu,., dl"'>(-IliM' 
\~1It-s a till' c1.HI~hl("r "r.\l.llt"r ~im{)11 ur\\.lhnn: L.nndoll, Colkg" hi \ml \1\\, "in't"1lI Ill. p" Ah:" J)u~d.I'" 
,.", 111/uililhlJ of II Onlll"t,h", I.(mtton 17 Ul . pp, bl'l :zn, h:!:.! 

:'\ \ 111«('111, Philip I.I")HI', \I"U ll1c1J1lnitrJ of \,llWtuJlllrttgru/,b Oxl"rci, lonhctJmin~ 
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Illarriil~C: \\<1S sirinl) prohibited! \\'hell uHltcmporary rhronidt'rs wi.:;hed LO blacken dl(' fepu
t.ilioll of ,I hi, hop Of derk. accu~aLions of inn>l1tilwlln' \'(,fl' a fj'equcnt resort. Ht"nn, for 
<'xi.lmpk. dw apparl'nt1~ ~ollndlt- ...... anusatiorl'" macl(' b\ lhe fhronidc:rs Roger 41f \\'{'nelm IT 
.1Ilei ~ I.milt,\\ Pari ... that Peter de Ri\i\lIi'i, roy;.,1 In';1\Ur{'r 1232 L was the 'ion. rmhl'f than 
tht, Iwpht·\\, or dl(" weal courtier bishop of \\·indtt· ... uT. p(·tlT dn Rochr ... , lrom thl' mid 
12th u'l1lUry. and with i.\ \'engt>ann' .. din tilt' Latcran Council of 121.1, inconlilwnn'. man-iag-t' 
,me! lht' f;llhning of children had ('onH' to he..' IT~<lr(kd •• 11 It'ast in Ihl'Of). ,I, wdl l}{')ond thl' 
dni(',li pall'. I !ll\\("\'{T .• L'i Julid B.l1To\\ and olhn-. haH' pointed out. lhe.' PtT,i ... tt"llll' of Illar
Ililgt'. l'\en ilm()n~l lile higher d('n.,~, \\,t ... 1111 ... imple 11l<lltcr or ahu'>(' \TrsU\ til(' con-tTl 
t'nl()I"f('ll1t'n! of refinm. Children horn hdim' iI man ('!lIned holy ordl'r~ \\ tTl' I'xempl limn 
... randal, provided that the clerk \vas a \VidmvlT, 0 1 Ihal hi ... wife had also taken the rl'iil.{ious 
habit. Contemporary wriler ... \\el"(' ulHTrtain as to \\ 11l'IIwr n'lihaq should be applied ttl ,til 
in holy ordn .... til l11<-'1'dy to tho ... t' in till' ordt'rs til' pril· ... !. ~ lorco\"t'r. lhe ''itlci,tI ... tiHtlo.; of a rink \ 
"ifi' could cietl'rl11illl' "ht'lhcT' iI Illan ; ltlnll\\lt'd~l'd hio.; l1lilniil~(, to a l'l'spcc-lahlt' WOl11an, or 
o.;oue;hl to ('()Il(Till hi ... li'hon with it ICl\\-hom cOI1l'uhint·· I'll(" prott'nion affordt'd \ Iex.mdel 
of S\\l·rfof(l' ... daue;hter by til(' hi ... llOp of I...ondon o.;lH{l.{nb that AiL'xancier\ liilo.;OIl \\a ... 110t 
t·ntird) Olll ... idt· the hounch of "'(Kial n· ... pntahility t'\-I'n a ... I.Ht' a ... 114-9. I'on\ H'ar... t',lIlin, 
\dH'1l \l('x,lIldn\ liai ... on with Edith wa ... ()pt'nl~ iKkn(l\\lt-d~I'd in their properly u-alb<.Ktillll .... 
"I' (.tIl ,l ... o.;UI11I· th,\( t.'\t·n I(>ss ... tigm.t attadwd to tllIo.; and to othn ... ueh t'Xlril-I11.llil<,1 
rt·ialiIJll,hipo.;. 

rhnt' i\lT 011(' or two funhrl pointo.; th<n (.1Il ht· made hd(")ft' we dow lhl' brief survt'\. 
Fir ... tly, \\ hil .... t c. oml11t'nt .. l[Or. h41\I' madt' much of \it-xilllcit-r ... work at tht.· i.xdwqutT in (01-

Icning and rndil~inl.{ royal rt·(·ord .... lhn ha\'(' It'nclcd lO ignore tilt' reln'ann' of thi., ;1"'Pl'rl of 
hio.; (',m'l'! for his lal('l" ankilie ... a., Lrt'Ll<;Urt'! nrst. P<IllI\. Y(·t ill m;,lm \\a):» .\ Icxancier .... dUtll', 

<It the Ex<ilt'Cju(']' and at St. Paul\ nulll'dr.iI \H'lt'compll'llll'ntary to ont' al1othrr .. \ ... (',ulwdral 
tn'asurt'l', . \ !t-xand('r would h,l\"(> bccn dlit'fly t'ng-al.{('d in ",upI'T'\'i ... ing tht' running t'xpl·mt·:o. of 
St P~HIi\ ,mel in till' (u ... toch of ih financial and ntht'r rtTorck r he tfl'a ... ury m-er whirh III 
pn':o.iclc-d had ht'l'llu ... ed ., ... a reposiwr\ of\\rillell !"t'rord, since at !t'ast the !;-IIt' l:2th lTlHun, I 

.\ ... a ft''''UIt. it Illay he no t.'oincicit-n('(· th.lt the {'odilic·.Hion or tlH' J'('t'ord, of St. P.H1I' ... itp!>(·,lro.; 
lO havi' illlproH'd ill th(' 1130, and 1211)0,;, al i.llime whell .\ It'xand('r wa ... slilllrca"'llll'r. \\'hl'lI 
till' nTord ... of til(' ('atlwelral \",('n' el11plm t'd to compilc' mnlrindo. li:o.ting tht rhurcho of tilt' 
dio('('o.;l' of London 

S('rondl~, whilsl .\Irxandn i:o. ('hidly n'l1H'mlwrt'd a .... 1 find-udal expert and rompiln of 
I"('(urd .... thl'st' \\l'n' not his onl~ ,ll't·ao.; of t'xpntio.;('_ .\ ... :\ Ianhl'\\ Pari:o. I1lH('d. ,\kx;\ndn \\a ... 
'learned in mam fidds'. Pari .. him ... clfn·j(>rs to S\\crf()J'd\ knowledge ofal1l'inlt Britio.;h hi ... to~. 
lrom "hid1 11(' \\ao.; able to i.ls<;nl that King Oftl had rulnl OHT ninl' o.;hiJ'{· ... hde:m' he. <It'C)uin'd 

(,oUf/a{f /Jlld Smoth /lIth o/,j,n J. umln" rdalllll! IlIlht r.1/!!tiJJI (Ill/nil If. I'.!O'; JjJ3, c,d. I, \1 Po\\i(k(' ,lIld C R 
('ht'llt" (hlord I q'd p<ln i Iln."! 12h5 PP 212.2 ill, 111 I 1. .lllholl~h "il,lill~b\ , prohihition i\ din', \rd pn ilt, ,I1h 
l(m,lreii Ihll'(' in p'i"~II\ 'I"dl'l', rall1t'r llt,lltlo .tll in hlll\ ,ud,'" \ an .tnhclr.l("oll, ,\!f".\Ild,,! of"i\\I·I1'lnlll1.l\-' liN 
1)11 ,ihl~ h,I\\' 1")I'{'11 .1 dl'.\{ nn rdth('r Ih.11I .1 pri("'- SIT .11"'1 ,111(\. 1'. 'l \ I rur 'I,HUll's (If bi,hop RUAn "I Londo/l 12:11/ 

x 1'211" din'l I(,d 1Il0l'!' ,\I{'lin~t la\- th.1Il ,t,(tll,lr Illnr,II" hut ,.110\\ ing liu ~t'IU'I.ll ,'xlollHnunic .uion .1~.lilhi tho,!' \\ hn 
gi\I' Iwlter ttl toruit,lItH , adullt'n'l' III illl\nriOlI' PI\I'lilllt~· 

III I'm dt' Ki\'aUi, dtld Iks K()dlt'~. <;{'(.:\ "illl ('lit, J'dn dp RII",rl, WI IIvlI 1/1 F1I!!,blh PI/Min I :J().'i I ?:IR (,,\luhl id((,' 

1I1'lti PI" 2'13 4 
.. ' B,III1J\\.IIl'Il'iclrd Ihshulh-. PI" :i I 

Ow,tm .if.\{ Pou l ', c·d_ Gibh" pp, xxxi iI, ... XX\ \i:.J 1 S.\\c'r" /'Ilj.a/ 71u1gr Ilr~lr 171 tJw Pr 11U (( nlnhllry 
I/'lfl Ui-l (hlclld 1!171 , PI'. '217, HI ~, 

In ~t'IIt'I,ll. "'c' (: R_ CIU'n('~. F,,~!t. II BL "''I'!'. (har.. '"" 1/00 11. jf) \1.1111 lu' \I'r 'I')U lIP' 113 11 alld Ii., 
\Miml 011111' lnt IhI /)"rlltltky (4 V P<1III' ,'d 11.11, 
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tJH ~()\('rnmt·nt of all Bntain ami thilt It \\,1' aOa "ho had introduced lhl" payml'nt of 
ROln'( 01. to Iin.lTln: the Il('ed ... of \'i:-.itoP.i to dll En~li,h 'it hoo1 in Rome. B<'yoncl lhl'''. il 

clOn1l11l'111 di ... l'O\l'rcd amon~llh(' Illunimtnts of St.John\ <':olh'ge, Camhridge. ,uggc..,,,, that 
.\I('x.lIldn m.l\ han' htTIl .1 compt'tt'nt canon I.l\\~t'r a ... \\('11 .1 ... 1 financitT and hi ... torian. I'ht' 
deKUIlH'llt in qUl"liol1, daLt'd at ~t. Paul\ cathedral on :B "\O\'('mhn I :.US. records a stttlClllt,nt 
dra\\11 lip III .\\ex.lIlcll"\ n.lIlH'. aninI{ d, prinupi.l1 papaJ jlld~(' dekgalt' in a di,pUH.' ht>(\\t'('n 
tilt' null', of Lillcl"hurdl in Kent and thl'ir 11l00her hou,l'. lht' abbey of Saint-Sulpic("-la-Fon~l 
in the Brl'wll diou· ... e of Renne .... the disput(, ha\'ine; hccil deputed to the prior of Holy Trinity 
London ,H1(1 .\!t· ... andn in hb capanit) LIS tfeasuref ofSl. Paul \. b) papallclt('r"> of I Drcc'mber 
12:n, n1(' '('ltJt~ment itsrlf i ... " fairly ..,tandard i.lfbir. r()nfinnin~ the fi~llls of the abb(· ...... or 
Sl. Sui pit t' to provide the hlessing 1O newly ('kneel pfion'''''''c, of l .ilIechurch, to visit Lillechtll't h 
\\ith J ITlinu(' or ten or t\\('I\"{' horse ... emu.' a )('.\1- f(lr i.l peri(xi of up to four day.., at th(' 
prion'\ ""'P(,I1 ... t', 10 h(' f('("('iq'd \\-ith due defefl'nn' and lilt' rim.,ring of the priory's hc:Us, al1d 

to (orren \\hate\'{'r abus('s hn enquiri(,s might n·\(',<\1. Bt:)ond this, hO\\'('\'{'r, th(,lT is am' 
ft'aluI'(' that merits particular illlcl1lion, B(',idl's til(' right of the mothef house to nomlll<tU' 
(\\0 num or ~t. Sulpin' to reside at Lillcchurch, ,\I('xi.lIldl'r\ judg(,nlrnt refers to lht' fi~ht of 
the .1bb('.., ... and thl' prion.· ...... bet\\'('rn them to ",('Ieu t\\Cl rhaplains to s('n'e the prion's altar 
<wei chunh. Ofth(',(,. <HI('ast nne mu ... t be.U1 Englishman, 'f~lmiliar \\ith the Engli ... h lam,ruagt·, 
ht to h(',u- ,lIIe1 un<!cf .. tand thc ('onfc"ioll'" of Lilt' num and hou ... chold of Lillt-church ',,4 Thi, 
is OIl(" of"lh{' c.lrliC' ... t rcii'rences ill an Engli ... h sour{"c to (:()l1rl,~.,i()m, bcing- taken in lht· \'l'rna(u
br .• mel ", ... llfh elt· ... (·f\"(' .. to be widdy nOH'd h) ('cd(',id'liral and lingui. ... tic historian ... aJik(', It 
11M) \\e11 ht, 110 ('oincidenrc that thi.., particular rulin~ Wils i'hpifed by a ~oup of' En~lish 

num, ... illt (" tlu'rr i.., considerable circumstantial l'\ id('nC'e, including- th(' early 13th-crntul) 
Lngli..,h Ir.tIl ... 1..tLinn of the . 11lCTt'1lt f I Lift, to SU~~( .. .,t I hat I.ngli ... h wOlnen religious of thl' prriod 
t'njoycd a p()()r ccUlllnand of either I.i.ltin or Fn·nch. ' Beyond this, the l.illc(hurch s('ulcml'llt , 
tog-t'liln \\ ilh a sr.lll('rill~ of the mher dOClnn('11lS noted "hO\·(', provides liS with a potentially 
""di.1I bt:nrh-mark \\hirh mig-ht ('\'{'ntually h(' ilpplic'd LO t("t til(' proposition Ihat the Rtd BO(JA 
and the JUt/fA BOOA of flu E\-c/uqutT arc partly wrilll'n in .\lcxandcr\ own hanc!. " 

I'he lin's of I :ith-n'ntury clerks make dry but imlrunin' J'(·ading-. \\'c still knO\\ \inuall) 
nothing- of .\kxanckr of Swcrford Ihe rnall, but of" 1111' puhlic fig-urI' recorded in charter" <md 
lawsuit.... w(' 110W knO\\ a lillk mol''': (,lIollg-h al least to <;lI,,~('st, howc\"('r tcmati\'Cly, that hl' 
IWI.!;<lfl his can'('r it ... a rural dean in O ... fi:)rd.,hirt, that he \\C'nt on tn rath(,r at It-a"'t one and 
po..,..,ibl~ t'nral rhildn·n. that for a limt' he hdd ofTi«' in plurality ~LS both arfhd('ilcon and 
fLltiwdral tl't'a<illn'r, allel Ihal his profcssional i11ltTC'SLs (· ... u'nc!t-d hl'yond tilt' r(,cords or tilt" 
my<11 E ... dlt'CJUI·r to include lht' hi"to~ or the , \n ~lo·S.lx()n kings and at le<'l"ot a groundin" in 
canon la\\ , II i ... upon ... uch small detail, that our lInd(,"'tandin~ of medit'\"al men anel women 
dl·P(·I1<I-., 

JI.trI ~. (JlTfml/:O ,\I/qorQ, \ 1 p. i I fln_. 1I0«'d b) \",ll1\th,UI, II/UlNa Pam. II I I I h(' infilnnation ,upplinl b\ ~\\I'rfi-'rtl 
IIll (In,1 ,II'I'.·,II'S In 11,\\(, inlonl1f'rI ulher" ui Pari,' n'llIalJ,., in hi, I(I'nrral (hroni(-k: (."/mlfl/(Q .\lajOm, I, pp. HI, !f}() 
I , \. p, Sbt In !Urn, ilIlU~ h.nr b.:t'll im'orpor,llt'd IIIIIl !"In "q),\r.u.· lilt· ul Olfa. ,hI' ,uppIN,·d fuumkr of Pdri~' 

.1111,1"\ 01 ~I, \lh,IIl~: I,uu 1N.'lTUtn (ljJarnm, I'd. \\ \\-,II~ I.undull Ihll . \ I odd. rh(' \'il.W DuorullI OHMUIll , 
Llnpuhh,lwcl \1 Phil, tlu, .. i .. Carnbrid~(' 1111\ 

SI , John\ Culkgr C.unbrich{t", lI\unimj'Tlh I)HI.2f1. whidl pln«,."t" til<' l',lh Ill' SL-Sulpic(' ,!lId I.illc·rhunll. 
hut 1101 lh.u ul\k",m<!.·r. I am w<tld'ul In ",llluhn l'nd.'(\\on(l!or hi Iwlp with tilt, thant'r 

I I-.nl tWtcr/ unu.1 IIJ'lnim (lfxUIlMrum) .In(hru..l f/lntl)l" tJ 111:1:' 1111/ ul Ht ,II )'dnnnll ad IludlnuJ41 If mufllJ!l'IId{/\ 
if' ",on ' m It /mniht domw il fuml nl. f , 

\ p(,int fir t elr,mll IU m~ ,utt'lllion h\ John .\I,lflclifolt. 
1 ur uthc'r donuTlc·nt .. dra\\11 up ill .\kxaU(J."·r', (Mlllt', ,lIId th.·It'li,,, pOII'mi.llI} in hi ,lUtnwaph . ..rr t)('I,,\\ 

.lpP" lldi'l\<I. 1 (,uildhalllj"ral') . \lS_ D, & ( St P.ml" 2;1:11/21"1. 
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I COn/Tm' be/lut'll IIttantin' (of Sutrjord) tTUUUTt'T qf lJmd,,,,. and II 'QIlrr tm Cha",ht'TlalJl rif Brml 
Ptlham . ./or lltf fflllnTfl!{t' f!! Alf\andrr\ 1..1.IlIUOmlln Igotha If} !-ImT)', Jt alttr·.! e/dn/ wn 

l) Onol)('r I HO 

("tllIl"ul~(' (:II!lI\l\. ("hn,ci ( nU.."w \llIlIlnu-nt~ "1\ \ ~ I ()n!;lIl,11 111 1I'llIur" c'ndor"nl: I'dhatn S.)(\111 '('11m, 
lOB x 100 + t 'hum ~\I".llrd ,ur dlluhk qUrTH ,iiI 101 <I ~in~k t,l~ 1,IIl: ,tIlel "',II illlpn'"ion mi ,in~ Bridh 11".i. rei hom 
,I,," .'ril{ll1.II111 1~'l1doli. Brill'h Ijhr,Ir. \1"1 \d,lilillTl.II-,H(H, (,II 11.III""nl"~, 17~i h,'l.h l:.h 

CYRO(;R.\I'Hl ~I 

Ike 1">1 UHl\(,lItio tlua intcr ,\Jt'xtllldrum thc",ltIr.lriulll London' C'\ \\allt'mm t'amcr,uiulIl (\I- Pelham' 
\r-. dc' 'jloll\aiihu, c't m.lnim()nii~ nHltT,till'ndo illlc'" llt'nrinlln primogl'niwlTI difti \Yah,'ri ('\ .\gillham 

("OIh'IIH.,'1.III1C'am dirti t1H'~,lUrarii. \·iell'li( 1'1 quod di{'\u~ lil(· ... lUrariu .. t't dktH" \\'alt('rll~ ('on"('IlWflUIt 1'1 

inll'l <,t. IlnnarYC'rul11 qmKt "llOlhalia inu'r ditta, tlC·r'iOIJ.I .. (tllltrah,II1IUl" .. i \-j:\efilll 0111111) dlllllini m (I ,I 
"cl"ulldu nllllplc-to. t'l pmllTIodum matrimonium annn ... ,·,to I)()"l .. ,>tllhalia Hmlra("\.t. 1>11· .lutnll quo 
IlIntl.lhanlllf "1)(lm .. llia diilJit dinu .. tlu-",llIr,lrilh <iit 10 11,'mil U in lihc:nun marila~um rum dil I, •• \~ .. llh,1 
totam ttTr,un .. u.tll1 in Pdham .m quam It'IH'! (iI- kudo . \I..,>1wli ck \\-aune...- l'um omnihus ~Uh plTti
IIt·mit .. , h .. lbt'lldalTI ('1 l('nt'ndam die Ii .. 1II"l1finJ l'l . \IZ;i.ullt' ('1 c'orum lH"n·dibu .. dc' ip .. i .. duohu .. prnnr,lli .. 

Iiht'I(' c'l quirlt·. intc'~l'fc' ('I pit-naric' in omniliu .. dc' prC"Clirttl thn.lur.lrill t'l .. ui ... 11t"f(·dihu .. \ "1 a ..... igtl.ni .... 
1.1t il'ndo mdt· .. c·r.ilium qll.tnt" pani .. uniu .. milili .. c'l .. ol\c'ndo duo .... olid()~ l>t"f ,lIlnutll pro (lilmi st"l"vilio. 
(OINIt"IUdinl' c'l dC'mallda, P("f quod <;('ryiliul11 dklll lilt" .Iur .. lriu .. l'l .. ui ht"rt·(k .. \"1'1 a. .... iL,>1Iali adquic'l.lhullI 
dinam {('!Tam nun ptTlinl'ntii .. Wl'US ("ilpitilk~ dOl11ino .. ill pcrpnuulll. ("()ll1i~"il intt'rim II'fr,t prnli( fa 
prnli('w \\.Iitn!) in tl"llc·ntiam c'l (u .. tudi .. ml Ul im\(- Olllllc'~ ii-u{"(u, h.ll>e<lt l'l dic-tl~ 1 knrico "1 .\g-atlu· 
1I(·((Ts",lri.1 iml'lIieL Diuli'> <lUlt'm \\";tltl'rus (·(lIln·~ .. it n illr,t"il quod clil' din,l "pCJn~aliorlllll dahil (·t 
(onfinn.lbll pn'dlllc) H('flrit.o hllo 'ill£) quod lilx:r,ull ('1 ,,1t'1I.1I11 habc.'al pOh'~li.Ht'm dOlandi din,llll .\~.t
tham de lenia pant' omnium (I'ITarlll11. 1l"CldilUUIIl, ,,·!' .... ilio!'1l1l1 suorum lIiJiClIlll<jU(' dinu" \\"<llterus ilia 
habut"lil \nno H'W po .. t matrimonium I'CHllr.ICIUIll nllnpklfl rt'('1pi("111 dini IIC'tlritu ... t"1 .\~alha ... i \01-
lwrint simul morMi ('Xlf.t ("ust()t.iiam dini \\';tlu' ri ,l pn'clino \\"ahno ... ill(, difficultatt· t't ('olllradiuioll(' 
.tliqu.1 il1l1'l..,l'f(' IOIUI1l marilae;iull1 diCl(- ,\g.H!W .1s ... i~'1li.lttll1l c·t ill'iupc:r t('niam partclll omnium Inrarulll, 
n·ddiwull1. ",'rYHionlll1 <1m' difllh \\ altt·nt .. h.lbuit in p.lflihu, T~kdlUlr ilnllO domini 1lI'(T xl in Ic· ... to 
.... lIlcli ))inlli~ii . (IUt' ('Iiam idem \\" aitem .. , (''''Iimal ,It I y.llt-Iltl.lln dnTIll librarum per .. ulIlum. C'I lIl"upl"l 
tntiam PMtC'1ll omnium Il'rrdrum. n'ddiluulJI. ,t'"itiorum .. uunllll que habuil in 1'("111.'01 ' \r .. ,IIIIlO 
domini pll'di('IO, wi a .... i~ahil intt"l.'Te tol,llll Inllam IMrlC'1ll plt"lluminalafum llTrarum pro qllantitatt· 
omllium .. i maluninl in terrb .. lib tit: Pdh.tm\ ..... ad 4' IP".\<, "'lI .. tnlll'nda ... \<I1\.t d014' ~t.llillidi .. uxori .. 
.. tH· si "upl.·,,-ixt"l'it. Qu(xl si <linus 11("lIIi("II" 'lIIX ..... H·~ pC.'r pra\'lllll ("(lIlsilium ciiut"rlt-ril .. t· ('1 nohlt'ril 
lontr,lhtT(· 'pon ..... ha I('nnino t.HulO wi Itx .... il.tI1 nOll pcw.it UI .. i li.lI·ril in altc·riu-. (u"IO(II,1 c'l ImililC'r 
m.llrimonilltn It"mpUl't" pn'diuo a .... iL.'1l.\{() ad malrimonium rOIlII,lilt"lIdum, nOll \'ail'anl Cflll\c·miotlt· 
omnillo in hfK in .. trunl('lIlo ('on"cnplt', c't (omc'mulll I.'" c·ti .. un c:x l).Int· pn'dil torum \\-dlt"n 1"1 Ilw .. alll.l
rii qutxi "i mori.tlUr prl·diclU .. HC'llril'll" illite pomdli.l (omra( Id quod omni,l pron'd,U1t 111 rwr .. onil 
Ilwlx'ldi ... itt.'fiu .. filii dieli Waiten III olllllibu .. c'l tli('II' . \K,ttlw (jtlt ~upradil.-li.l SUIH inlc'r t',I'" {·t t omt· .... a 

it dini .. dll"saurano t't \\'altno cirl',t !">t'Nllhi dilli 1 it-nri( I. Coml'llil c,ti,tlll quod .. i mnnatul citnu .. 
Ilt-nrinl" 1"1 I"IU'oh,lldu .. t'l elit·l .. , \g-,IIIM l itl.1 malrimonium .. oiemplliu'r contral'IIIIll, quod tii( IUs 
\\' aitnus c'l "lIi a",i~l<lli habt'<lm omlw .. t"XilU'" pre'clirtt' Inn' .\ IC'''lo "<lIlC ti Dioni"ii duno domini m 'n- ,I 
quo dirtu .. tiw"<llIrarius dictam 1("!Talll ('1 tfadielit 1I'>1.lw· III ducx:it-rim .lIlI10s {"{)lnpit'tlJS, ~ill\"o ('0 quod 
It"ITi.\m illam non dC'leriorabil nt'£" inclImbl,.ilil ,1(\ nOfullwnttHIl dini tht· ... aurarii n'l "1I0nlln .I",i~
natOI"UIll, In fill(' aUlrm diclorum xii aJlIIllnllll rn('n('\Ur <li( ta lnra dino lhesauwrio \'('1 ~uis •• s~i~nalis 
.. olut,) ('I quic'ta in mnnibu .. ab .. quc· on111i ("olltradil"tiOlH' dini \\-ahni \'cI ... uorum a ...... i~nal()nlll\ pn'll'r 
\\"illdmum \\,ig~e ('um t("rra "U<I 1'1 ollllli '>('qu{'la 'Uti qU("1ll idc'm Iht· .. aurariu .. {It'dil l·t lCIIKt'''~1l di( 10 
\\' .lhc·1"O C'I IWfl·dihus .. ui ... in pnpc·tuum l'lIm trihu~ .\(1 i, C'I t1l1nidi.tm qut' hllTnl inte:r malNl1ll \\'jllc'lml 
militi ... ('I ho<;(ul11 dirl1 lh(· .. aur,llii, [Kic'ndu intil' !-I'n Ilium (.Ikariomm dc.tufawrum ,ld k .. lultl salKli 
~tldlildi"I)cT annum diC"lo Iht· ... lUrdrif) c'l 'Ui ... l .. iIQl.lli .... c'l '-'t il'ndul1l quoo dinu~ \\'aitt·ru .. Olllllt· .. prC'lll-
i .. , .. l~ (cIIlHntionc''i t't tC'rrarum a .... ignaliOllC" tl'llllini Upl ,1"1 lipli. .. die Ii .. 11t'"lIfico t"t \g-alhe \d l 'c'(Ktbaldo 
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t't \2<I(h(" ('X ronn'ntu)I1t' adimplebit {'I e41 hddilt:r c.'t '"Il" frdUd(' ('( dolu tC'ntnda tal'll, SJC"ro...ult"th 

Ilira"il .... uhmim'm 'it" iurisdi('t1oni cuiu\l'umqu(' IUdic.'i.." qut'm dinu., thl'''.lllranu~ \"e! predictil ' \'f.uh.l 
d("~l'nnt ad dhtri~t'ndum -.e ad ob~ryatiom':lII pn:di( It ((IIIHnlloni.:. rt'nuntiam in hii omnibu:, apjX"l-
1.ltioni, wn ... titutioni, {'X('('ptioni qUt' po ...... it obici in faltum \e1 III pc.."NlIlam .. \n' <lnllO domini m U" xl 
.tpud Pdham in 1('<;(0 .Uleti Diolli.,ii. Hii .. I",ibu,>: WiU"lrno filio Jlt·tri. R()~('ro Ie Gra\', Galfrido I" 
S,lnU'r"i. Ri(,lrdo Han,l,m', WilldnlO dc' .\hwlO. Rulwno P,l~~l , ~ichob(j <il- Stauntun' ('( aJib. 

2. Cim/lrmallim ~)' Full. (&,,1) buhop '!! LOlldoll. IlJ 11m" >011 ~r Iialtn 1)/1' ChambfTlal1l '!! 8r(lll 
Pelham alld .I.~alha daughlfT '!! Alt.talld" '!! .I/t·erford. /ielll) '.1 u'!!t, '!I 100 acre .. '!! Wild ill /Jrml 
Pelham I X 15 Jul, IU9 

\ = (;.ullbridl.tc· Corl'u~ Chri_li Culll'II;t" mUllimt"nt x.....'\I\' \ ]1,1 Endur.ed: lIla «uttJ mrulu/alu, ad rauanwn domIni 
''X'--! in mA!I!w '(liulfl nUl ptJJI SlLl\n' rt .\urro "xiii IIWri. \.triolh 1)('" mrdie\.11 C'ndfl"nnt"n\" .. \pprox_ I(H) xlUh + 
1.·1111111 Pf"ri ~ll("d un tht" ri'l'llt hill1t1 ~idl;'"o Sealcod IUf dlllbIL lj/lrr4/. ,iii' Itlr '1. ld'l"'. bOlh ,.I~ .mel ';('aJ imprr ,ion~ mi~,in't 
J\ = PI{O J.1721'1l Pip'· Roll J'l. Ht·nr. III ndd. ,Ih,lr.ld onl\. lUlling lh.u Ht"Il~ ramc-rar iu\ and \I.(,llh,1 dt' 
"'urrl"lcml hi, \\ilt- ~.I\·f' h.t..If .\ IllMk 10 haw til(" (h.mer of bp Fulk milc!l' Iw:fono the h.lrom or tht" ExchnlUt·r 
rt'wnkd on Iht' pipr roll. Ilotinll; Wltnl' ~ <1., IC1UfI.... \\"illidm rtf" H,I\("rhull tlw limt', trf"..L,urt"r. John I .. Fraumrb. 
l-.dw.lrd or \\ I' Ullin u·r rl abo nommall.! m ({um, 

Omnibu, Cri\(i fiddibu,; ,ad quos prc~m 'iCriptlllll pt'n'(·nnil Fulco Dc·i gratl.t London' <,piscopus <;.alutrOl 
III domino ~'mpitt-mam, .\d unin·"itali .. n'';ln' nOlili.lIn \uiumu ... p<'rn'nir(' no", dt' communi a,'i("Il\U t'l 
\"OIUIll,lI(" J-knri('j d('cani et ('apituli san('l1 P.lUii London ' c:onno" ... is<;.(' ('l h.lC c.ma nO),tra confinn<b'i(' 
J-{('nriro filiu \\'aiteri canlt.'rarii d(' Pelham .\,,' Ct .\~alh(' fdi(" \i('xandri d(' S,\("rl'ford' uxori sut (luOO 
IId("m I knricu'i (Ol . \~lha ('l hcred("s ip">lU'; .\~.lthc hab(',\l1t ('( 1(·ne~UH de nobis ~l succe'iS()ribus 1I()~lri ... 
l'l ('ed(',;ia II(NTa I.ondon· in P<'TJX'{uUnl pro hOl1laL,>1o ('I "t:rvilio !-iUO «'ntum aCrd" lerr(' cum pertint"ntii'" 
"UIS in Pdham .'t;' qU,L~ prcfalus AJexandcf prius tenuil in ('a{it-m vill<\ cit- .-\gtl('lt' d(' \\'aunC)' domina 
de Stokellrpdham per iii>('nnn Sl'rvitium duorum 'iolidorlll11 pt'r annum (·l ">(',,itium I('nil' lJ<lrtis f('odi 
ulliu ... militi'i pro omni 'ifn-itio t"t exactionC', sinl! in cyrographo intt'r di(·tum Al{Ilet("m el diClO~ Ilenrirum 
t't , \~;llhalll in curia domini regis confccto pkniu .. rClntilWlur EI no .. (·t SU((("!\.'ior(·s noslri dt, asSl'O\U ('t 
\'Olulllal(, pn'dinorum d('(ani ('t capituli \\i.lfantizabimu<;., .Icquinlbilllus C{ defe-ncicmus ("isdt'm }-f('n riw 
l'l A2;adll' ('\ her(odibu'i ipsius .\~lth(' totam prt'diuam terr'am cum omnibu!-i pt'rtinmtiis suis p('r prt'· 
dinum "'(:1'"\ itium duonlm <;..Qlidorum pt.'r annum t"t 't(.'I'"\'iliulll u'nic pant' leodi unius milili~ sku 1 prt·· 
diC"!lIlll t',,! ('ontT,1 omnes gt'llles in prrpc'luum. 1.1 ut Iwc 1l0stTa COllct'ssio, {"onfUTIlalio, waramia, 
<Kqul(·I.llllia ('1 ddi:'[nsio perpctueJ· finnitatis Tobur oplillcam, 'i~lIum no .. trum una {"um sigiUo pT("eli(:· 
IOrum (it-cani ct c.lpilUli apponi fccimus. lIiis tt'slihllS: r}-ft'llrico cit' COIl1]huU" IUn(' d('('i:lI1o s.lI1cti Pauli 
I.ondon·o \\'iU("lmo dt' }-filnrhulr tunc domini TCgl' tht'\.wrrano, Ricardo abb.llC: \\'e~tm', lohalllw Ie" 
I"raul nn'is] ' ... " \'1·1 lunc baronibtl .. de 'iCau'arii, L.lClwardo cit' Wntm' ranccll<lrio -;caccani, Ht"nriw 
clto B.HOIl'. \bno cit" Wa'i ... aund. [WiUdmo d(· \,"illonJ ' \\"illt-Imo Brilollt, l'l Rl'~a1do dt' Cobh('ham 
lunc iu ... liciis domini n·gis ilillt'ranllbus in comilalu ~Iidclrb(',, ' <Ipud Stnmda, Imagistro RolX'nul ' dc' 
Harton ' pn'('clllort" London ', ma~~lro Slc'phano d(' S.lI1dwi("· lUll(" ollkiaJi no ... tro, maqt..lri. ... Rjcardo dc' 
SI.tlnlord),'. I~Ri('Mdo cI(" Wendo]H.'Te·, lohalln(" Iklcmaim tot \\"illdmo F.Kelo lunc {"anoni('b \.JIlCtl 
P.tuli Lond ' resid(·mibu .... Rog('ro <if Witn'slr' cit· l ... lUfiu', Prlro cit" }-f,IH'rhull'. \\'illclmo de .\Jnelo, 
Ricardo dt, I krt'foni" rlalco l'l aliiso Oat' apud _ grali(' III ("( (lu;.l(irag~ .. im() nuno, pomific<ltm 1l0~tri 
anno quinto . 

• JJ·Ut·'" in >;(Iu.trt· IlI',U'ket' ~upph{'"d frum 13, pt"ri~h("d in\_ h I.",·ut"" in \{luiII"(' hr.ld:(,I\ \uppliffi. iUfgihl{'" in ' \0 d 
Fmh, cd (;n-rll\\;l\, i p.7 Lrut-n> in <,('~uarr hrA<ket-. ~upphrd. illc'Wblc- 111\. d, D, Crook, Ruorr/J riflhr (~l1all;')u 
l.(Jndon IfJS:h pp.II'l.. 115." I..("ucf"'i in squ.)rt" br.u-kl"ts \upplird, iIll'gibl(' III .\, (-f. hutl, cod, (;rtl'II ..... I\. i, pp,2,1 
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J'n br d,u(Od 1(1 thr- M,· .. ,i"'. of tht· :-..tiddks<>x c·,rt' .... hi( h 1llC"1 .11 (he SU.llld .tfln 25 Jum' 1'1490 probdbh' oct .... rrn I 
,.nd (rlJuh Ill!! \\hl"n final {"OIllOrlli \\I·rt" i 'ul'd hdort' thr lu'tlno, lI.ul1rd .1_ \\itnco~o;.e .. "bo\(' (:rook. (~QI f.'V((, 

In 

The !io(le!r " gralijUllo Ihe Creel/lIIg wmborn T mIL for 1/ .~ol/I 100mrdl pub/icolion '!! Ihb paper. 


