
The Excavation of a Bronze Age Ditch at the 
Field Test Centre at Castrol Technology Centre, 

Pangbourne, Berkshire 

B~ Ixu II()\\!.!J 

with contributions b~ TLSS Dl RUI '\ and S 11-,\1 FORD 

TIw pap" dw-n'bes Ihe TffUIL.., of all ardwfologl.'ra/ n:caratioll at the Caslrol Filld Test CrofTi'm Pongboume 
It'hich i.1 a4jouTlI 10 the Scheduled . If/oml . \/orlummt qf Bo::.edoun hil!fort. Ont ditch U'Q.J m:Mled ill the 
coune of the f.\wralion: 111I~\ fiature appean tv hi' of Lalt /Jroll::.e . lge datt and mql' rcpTfsmt part of all 
mclOHlTl' ulli{h U'Qj Ihe precurJor to lhe Iron .t.~e hi/ffort. 

I" 1 R()1l1·(.II()~ 

T he excavat ion at the Field Te~t Celltre was carried Oul by Thames VaHey Archaeological 
Srrviccs follO\'ving the resuits of an arrha('oiogirai <'\'alualion of the site which revealed a 

l1umi)('r of features. I The Silt' i'i immediately acljaccill 10 Bozeclown Camp (Scheduled Ancient 
i\ IOnUIl1l'1l1 Oxon. 190, alld lies all a spur at the sOllth wC'>l{'rn dipslope of the Chilterm 
O\·crlooking the Thames Valley at 130 m. abO\T 00. The local geolog) is Plateau Gravel 
o\"{'riyin,{ Chi.llk.1 

r'·he area ('xca\·aled is located on the oppositt· side of thc camp Fi~. I to the trial trench 
dug in all earlier exca\·atioll. Bozedowll Camp itself (·o\"{'r'i an area of some 28.5 hectares 
and is a largt" hilltop cnclo:iure of Irolh\ '{c datt"o .\ trench \ ... a<; dug aeraS5 the ramparl and 
ditch (() the nnrth·east in Ocwber 1951, producing lron·. \ ge POllCI)" a fragnwllt of shale 
brarclct, medieval potu'!)· and a 16lh·ccntul)· iron blade: It 'i uni\·allate defences are pard) 
ploug:hcd, as i'i the interior, and the rampart is best preserved in woods to the north-west. 
\ ... hcrc the bank survivcs up to 2. 1 111. abO\·e the int<.'fior of the enclo5ure. A possible coun­
terscarp hank sun·ivcs in places outside tht.' ditch. rl·he excavation area lies within 5 ITI. of the 
\\"('stern pt"rimetf.'"r of the enclosure ditch, In add ition, the (,valuation trenches opened in 1995 

1.. 1100 .. dl. 'l-jdd \eSI {"('ntre at Castrol Technolo~y c.:c·l1Irf. Ill·ar p,UlI.,rbourne, Oxforcbhirc .. \n arch,l('ol(J~ical 
("\"alualioll. rh,lIllt,~ \';t1Je)" ,\rchaeoi(J¢cai Si-,"\icn rqxlrt Q.)/7 19~).'"), R("ldin~. 

Bnl/..lh (;,o/"l:ll"al SU17"()' sheet 268. (:50 000. 
r \\"ood. '1111' I-:"trl~ I ron ,\~ camp on fi<ILt·d()\\II, \\"hillhun-h, C)xon. Olllnv1ma. If) 1954,8 11 

4 Op. (it. nolt' 3. 
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n'\'ralrd a poo:;sihlr ditch/pit at tilt' ra~l('rn t'nd of tn'nch I. Other nearby features were idcnl­
ifit'd as possiblr post holes. These archarologiral deposits beyond the ed~e of the hillfort \verr 
lhou~ht to refleet earlier use of the Silt' or rontrmporary extra-mural activity. 

\111 HOI) 

\ 1\ Mt,\ of approxlmatrly 300 sq. m. \,a. .. \tripp(-d or top!\Oil ,\11(\, in pl<I('t"~. rOllcrelt" and o\"erburd(,l1, and I)()hihlt 
.trcharoiogical f('aIUrt' '¥\('rt' noted alld marK("d .u thr top'\()il was iX'ing (e-mon"d. Three-quartetS of litt" $tripp('d a(ra 
\\01.\ lht'n hand dranrd and all [lO .. ~iblc-/probdbl('" .mharolnJQ<J.i It.nur{"s ..... {"re iO\e"ti~a[ed Sampks ..... rr(' takt"1l for 
thr rr-CO\'t"f1- of carb()nt\('d botanical N'maim b\ flotallon 
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RESlLl S 

I ht" lOJhOil "trippllu~ rd()(-iltC"d e\a1uation lunch 1 which c-ro"rd tlw .m"a 1O~(·tht"r .... ill! f("dlult" f.I ~"lith h.ul1.wt"11 
I,x.w"d in tht· tnonch. Th(' e-xca\'ation r('\'eakd mofc' of ,"4 .mel conflrmt'd that it .... a.." .1 medium-~izt'd dite-h runnin~ 
1100th-('d..\1 to south-\,,:,t .acro" tht' I{'n~ 01 the silt' on tht' t'a~tc'rn \id('. Ihi~ follm,'> tht' same ali~m{'nt a ... Iht' dilrh 
of cleft"fhi\',· prnportions ,.round Bozedowll camp. 

il .... a\ "l.:.!Om. \,jcil' at dH" top and I.tOm. clt't'p. L"-~h.lp(·d \\jlh d('ar 'lr.Hi~aph~ 7-8 la~ers Fi~_:2 hHI 

ffit'tn-·"" idt ~IOb ,Iot.\ and slot B "ere h.lIld-t·xra\"uc·d .u ro~~ lht· ditch, \\ hile .tt the far north-ea.'t e-nd of the ,ilt' 

.1 mall \et:01('"nt of th(" ditch was exca\'3tt'd 1)\ m.uhi'l(> hut Ihi, plfl\l·d lI.)O dn"p to ill\'('~li~ate \.uel~ In all sli~llIl\ 

mOrt' than 20"u of the ditch W~ t"xca\'<ltt'd. 
Fi\'c s/u-rch of BronLc-,\~e pottery .... ere reco\'('rt'd from four laytON 52, .'}6. 57, and 59;; t\\O "hcrd~ we-re- from the 

primM\ fill 57 . . \ flint flake was also fOllnd in la~(,,1 rhO, Ofmo~t illlen'st in the ~tratigraphy wa.'; alay('r (olllaininlt 
much charnMI <lncl hurnt flint ':) 1,61 It would appear that thi~ laYl'r had ht'('11 ddil)('ratciy dumped ill the partial!\ 
,jltl-d-up diu·h. 

ft h.ul 1)(,('0 SU~~l',tt'd from the ("\-a/uation that there W<l' l·\·idcll{'(' of a plou~hed out counlerscarp hank lhi .. 
\\tlulel s("em pl.ttlsihk ,l!> JUSt to the ea!>1 of the c1iHh .t rid~(' of gr;l\'d \\'is noted, from \\hich a fair dt'pth of ~ub'oil 
up to alxlul 0.30 111_ thit'k spn'ad \\esl\\-ard .. o\"\'r the dildl gr.ldu<lll~ Ihinnin~ out aero.,s \ile until it w;u non-cxi'l{'nt 
j"hi~ Ia~('r \\as '>tripped in "pits to obsen.-'(' \\hcthcr lht'"rt" \\("r(' <lily r('<llUrt"~ cut into it, bUI none \.\('re rc\·t",Ul"d. 

I ht'f{' "ii.' .lls(") (vidt'oc(' of po~ .. ible ploughing or ~()mt'" O(h("r <lcti\it) ill lht'" form of strip marh in the middlt'" of 
tht" ,itt. bUI thl"n' .. \a, no mean~ of dating the'>!.' Ie-ature\. In th(" (', •• Iuation "<nne po~sibl(' po~t hole~ \ .. t"rt" notrd, hut 
it "t'C"lm likd~ th.1I "hat was r("\c-a/t"d w('r(" tht" l'nd ... of th .. ~(, 'trip mark~. 

FI'\J)S 

Pottt1)' by S'j L\T FORD 

.\ ~mall .e;roup of pottt'n' comprisin.~ fiw \herd, \\"" n,{·O\et"t'd durin~ (')«"<1\".\IIon of the ditch The hand-madt'" ... Ilt"rd~ 
wI'n' main I) 'mall, quilt'" poorly fired, and had rc-duct"d int("rior ~urf.I{"f'~ and tores. On(' sherd rel.lined ('arboni~('d 
rl' ... idllt', on tht" intcrior \urfan'_ No c!o\('I, diagnostic pit'("n w("r(" r("('O\en-d. but the fabri('!~ and manufa({ure ,\-olilel 
he ('omi~tl'nt \ .. ith later Br(lJ1:I('-'-\~e1Earh- Iron-.\~t' rer.llnic, in tilt' n'~oll 
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ShenJ 6~, m('ciium demity ill-<;()rtt'"d ca\cim'd f1inl with r:-riLS up to 2 mm. 
Fra~ent I ~n. nlt'dium ("akined flint ',ith grih up to 2 mm. 
Shc-rd I ~n. ~par.;(' ill-~ortl"(1 calcined flint "ilh l1;l'il' up 10 1 mm, 
Sherd 'l1{fTl. medium dt'n~ity iII-~ort('d cakint"d flint with grits up to 3 mm, 

Sherd I 'l~. "P<lN" i1J·wrtt'"d fal, illf'd flint "ilh gril~ up to 2 mm .. with ()('ht'rou~ indu,i()ll\ 
up 10 2 mm. Carboni'c'd n'"idut'"" r('lnainin~ 

II orMd flint b~ I LSS Dl RDL:\ 

Ont' ~tru(k flake of iocietrnninale Prehi~lori( datI' W.I.\ n'((l\('I"f't! liorn 1"1 60 ... 101 B 

C;O:'\(:I.L'SIO:,\ b\ I.l'CY HOWELL and TESS DURDI-;:\ 

The excavation rn:eakd one feature, F4, a ditch runnin~ north-east to sOUlh-west foUO\-ving 
the alignmcl1l of the hillron perimeter, The pOllery rrom this reature dales to the Latc Bronze 
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\~f' Earl~ Iron .\~e. Tht" 'Small·"cair nature of this ("xca\"auon and the pauci(~ of the fincls, 
with [\\0 of the sherds coming from the primary 'iih'l, mean, that lhe resulLS ha\"c to be trc,ul'd 
\\ilh some caution. bUl it does appear plausible that thiS feature is of Bronzr-. \e;e date. Its 
nature, sizc and loraLion would fit an intcrpretation that this is a hilltop enclosure and, in 
common \\ ilh s('\"craJ others in the r('~(Jn and beyond. it may be a precursor of (he Iron .\ e;r 
hillfort. , imilar sites include Rams Hill and C'nln~()n «btle. Oxon., h inghO<." Bearon. Buck!t .. 
and ~Iam Tor, Derbyshire. Rccent carbon dale:'! obtained from Rams Hill confirm a ~Iiddlt'­
Late Bronze ,\ ge elm'e for the enclosure." 

If the' deposits at Bozt'down are incliuui\'(' of a prccursor to the hillfon. then the burnt 
clt,'posit in F4 may reprc5;cm rcmO\'al of t,'arlit'r strunurel.; in preparation for tht' construction 
of the hill ron 

TIlt're are 5l'\'rral theories relating to the funttion of these hilltop Bronze·:\g(' cnclol.;ur('I.;, 
h has been suggested that. especially when associated \'\'ilh linear eanh" .. orks. they represent 
dements of a p~lsloral cconomy,lO Th e.' d{,H'lopml'llt of enclosures of defensin' proportions in 
tilt' Early Iron .\ ge hillfon!) may bt' a response to increased \\arfare,;l or social chang('" 
rdating to Ihe ('C'ntraJisation of a~i(ultural practin'" and storage of f()odstufT~, ~n1(" incrC'asing 
..,izl' ilnd ostcntation of the hillfons may al'il) he related to ~talU~ or l(,rrllOrialilY, ~ or po""ibl) 
(,\'('11 a link between food production and ritual. 

.\ "imilar "'{'gucnce of C\"fnts im'oh'ing lhl' de\'e1opmcl1l of il Br(Hlz('-At:{e hillwp enclosure 
into il hillfof1 may be repn· ... emed at Bozedo\\n. although the ne(c-.sarily limited exca\'atiol1l., 
h('I'(' did not allo\\ this ide~l to be explored in d(,l~lil. 

. lck1/mdtdgemmt 

rill" l'\'aIUaliol1 and exc3\'ation carried out by Thame .. \' alley .-\n:haeological Sen'iC"cs \\ err 
funded by Castrol IIllt"rnmional. The find" and archi\'(, ha\"e bct"n deposited with Oxfordshirc 
County l\iuseum Service (Ace. no, 1996,,13), 

RJ Br,tdJ(', and \ Lili<;()n. Ram! IIdl: Q /Jron:;J I" drfrnJtd ",(I4l'Uft mti Ib wnd .. ap. Britbh ,\nh.u'olu1{ildl Rrport 
19, 1971, 

i\1,A Cotton ,lIul S,s. Frnc, ·I .... in~h()(' Bcawn eXrd\'dtiom I%'l ()S', Rf(, /Jurks., IS 19(8), 187 2fiO 
DG Co()mh ,1/1(1 I H, Thomp<'{)n, '~·I({ ... \,ttiun flf tht' hill fort uf ~Iam I nr, l"krbvshirt". 1%~ 6(1'. J)"btlhtrr 

.lrrh.uol..7 ~I 11!7Q,,7 51 
S :\t'C'dham .lIIdJ .\mi)(" ..... 'RI'datin~ Ram .. lJill dnd rt'(I)n~idain~ Bron.l.t'\g(' t'nd<hurC", It()( PrdllJl. Sf hll 
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