
A Grooved Ware Pit on the Seven Barrows All 
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Sl'i\I\I,\RY 

~nll'\ report dtJfnbfJ til' '(JU/1.5 of an archal%glcal u'atdltflK hnlj carried (jut during /hI (OTHtruchon oj an 
all·u ,alhrr ~a"op al .If,anholt. Til. p." and a d.uh 'n'U oh,m,d. on, p.1 dalin~ 10 th, "'Irr I(olith" and 
fon/aUIIng (;rool'td Il'art and other findJ. 

T ht" ~all()p j" situated on Spa~holt Do\\11 500 m. lO the north of Lamboum Sen'n Barrows 
and is celHred on !'>L' 330837. It runs ci.\stward~ along lht" bottom of a dry valley before 

lurnin~ north upslope to run ('\'cnwally along lhe top of Spars holt Down at a height of210 m. 
abo\'(' aD. The gallop is I km. long. Tht undt'rlying geology was chalk, with colluvial deposits 
at thC' bOl(om of tht· slope. 

Durin\{ the stripping or the topsoil (0.2 0.:, 111. d(,(,p) and digging of a central drainage 
trenth for the gallop ,0.5 0.6 m. deep and 0.2 rn. wide:, three archaeolog1ral fcaturrs \ .... ere 
obsrrved (1"3, F7 and FlO:. Excavation of these features was limited as it was confined to the 
centr~ll drainage ditch, which cut through them. 

F7 was an irregular pit 1.1 m. in diametcr and 0.5 m. deep with two fills \5+. 55,. One 
,herd of Late Bronl.c Age Aim-gritted pouery was reco\'cred from fill 55 at a depth of 0.1 m. 
FlO was a ,enion of ditch runnin~ north-\,\;est LO ""outh-east and was LIS m. \\ide and 0.5 m. 
dcep. :\0 finds \"'err rccQ\ercd from this ditch. 

(;rooud IInTf p.1 (F3) 

F,l \.,1\ .l \tC'rp-\ldt'd pil 1.17 Ill. in diameler and 0.81 III dC·I·p. cnnlainin't threl.' fills or'iih\-' lo,un ('iI, 52, .13 
Sl n018.iR9 It apr)('an Ihat 52 and :')3 art' .lcluaUy ont' contt'''I:1 Sf'f' bone' rt'pon brim.. rh(' priman.' fill 5'J had an 

.1 h) WIllPOIwnt "'ld 11('( ks of ('h.lreoa!. and fill .. 52/.1)3 produn'd limb orboll(' .mtkr, pourry. ,truck Hint and Slonf'. 

Pottf1)' 

1"'0 \hcrd~ \<,t'rf' r«owrC'd from fills.)2 and ,')3 ilUd arr idt"ntifiablt- as Groo\"('d Wart. belonginf{ \0 Ihe Woodl.mds 
\uIN,!t- Tht" 'hrrds h,IVt' a \\.w)' pla.<;tic dc:cor.uion in d cOl1\rrging knotty paHt"m. and a sht"Uy tt"mpt"r Fi~. I It 
..... IS nol pr»;~ihh' tCJ idt"nlify til(' .. ourte of thf' ~ht"11 used hut a marine ori'tin i~ not impossibl(', I 

Ri\tJ Cleal.J Cooper and D_ \\,illiam~. ·Sht'll ... md s.h('rw: id(·mifl{.tlion ofindu~ions in Grooved \\"ar(' wilh 
.L.\S(){'1..ttNi radiOl:arbon d.uM rrom\m('Ylun. \\"ih.s:./'tf)( Prtm.11 IC 60 lctll-t 14:') 8 
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1hr SimlA Hint h) I L~~ ()L Ril L :'\; 

2."J pi("('("s 01 ~trUlk flint wen" rf'co\c'red from till' pit. thnul{h lhi~ Iqlrf·"t"lIt~ ollh ,\ s,llllplt· of tht" pLl (onl("lll' .I~ it \\,I~ 
111)\ [uJh c'xca\atrd. 'lhc-st" compri..,.::.?O 1I.lke:-. I rt"I)\lI"hf'd pic'lc' .lntl.1 (orr fragnwnt. 

111(" 11.,}';("" fwm Iht' pit art' l-omidt'rahl) nlOn' r("~I.tr th.1Il tile' CO,hC'I11('"llt Imd .. , \\ Ilh only two ht:arinl{ .. il.(l1ifir;t1ll 
amoun", nlenrll-' h\o A.tkt", a]'iC) haH' prrparrd pl.llli,ml \,hil h m.l\ indi.-ate'.1 mon° ... kill."d InrI 01 flilll 1..11.Ippilll{ 
'-Ill' ("orr trae;mt'nt I'" from .1 bro.ui 11,11;,(," COrt' I he' trlUllliwd Ill.llc'rial from tht" pit f un,i,t~ of 1\", M'rr.l\{·d 11.lkl"s, .\ 
~ r,llX'r ,lI1d an obliqu1" arTo .... ht'acl burm "illl' brn.ul lIal;.", ,mel (nrf" tlw "c:rr,lIt'd lIakt"~ and partic'ularh .hl' nhlicl'w 
anu .... h,·"d d(·.trh indicatf .. latfr ;'\('ulithK- d.II,· 

Strmk flint \\.b al~j collt'ued lrom tht· ('il~('nwnt \Irip .llnn~ \\ilh 29 illtafl .lnd hrokfll n.li,·, \11.11(' bnMd .mel 
most art' rdatiHh thin, lhou~h .. bout ,I filih MC' ,hil I. ,mel Irr('gul.l! \\ illl 'hllW t ortrx. and pmb.thh rqlff· ... (·/H !lueluk 
.lnel core- IrilllllliuJ.?;'l 'out' (If lirc' pi(,("fS Mt' re-toUl Iwd or h,IH plillf0lll1 p rq>M,lIiot1. 1 ht, 1<11 k of di,I~'HI,tif lind, 
nw.lIl~ d.uin,!; i~ not ~·fUrc·. thou~h tlw tftnm·.11 of brn.td Ibkt's \\hidl Mt' rd.ui\t·I~ Ihin .md n('1) 'ttl.:i.lt·,t ... ,\ l.ul·' 
;'\('nlilhi, d.uc· \ 11 till' Ilint"'ork j, hc'.1\ il~ (l.uin.lInl 

I'ht' pit <1'-'.0 prudltn·d :B fra~n1("ms l'l.')'~ I.~. of '.II",,·n ,mel ."J pin t" clR 1,'111. of li:rrul{innu~ ~,\tlrl'lutlf" 

1 711" . lmmal Bonf.! hy .., 1I L1L\ 11 ,\\111 J 0'·1>\ 1. 1{ 

\ lola I 01 h.'l hOllr, '\I·rt' r('cordt'd. bUi :.?R of liu"(' art· \111.111. n·tI·n!!y brnkl'lI pi('o" ",hith ,lrt· proh.lhl\ lrom O1lwr 
hOIlC"_ . \ pM! 110m tilt' frall;nlt'nt.llinn. till' 1'()IJditiIJll ('1' 1111' Illol\f'rial j, II;clwrall, lI;ood, \\jlh litli,' ,url~\(T "rn,illn 
Huu-h("r'\ .Uld ~rna .... lltl{ marb arc c-!(·MI .. \t~ihk .md till' 1,,\-\ nlt'.I'Urt·llll'nb ,1I.lilahl(· full{)\\ .. nn d"11 Drl«'" h 

I'ht' 'pni('"s id,·ntifird. in order fir tlunwri(.11 rrrf]llI'lln, ,III' piJ.(. I·ault-. ,hrl'p/~()<II, rl'd dlTI .lIld .wroth, I'h'·lt· 
Mt" .11so MllllI' rr,"~m("ub "hit-h h.IH h(·t"'n Itirltlifirci 1)1I1~ d~ '.ml.· .... il!·d .lIld pi2:/,h"f'p-~il.·d. :'\Oltf' 01 tht·.!1t 111.111 
rr.lgtllellb ("oule! hI.: Ixr.tliH'h idelilifif'd ttl 'l>t'tlt'~, 

Of lhl' H pili!: 1)(lIlt'S, q arc' II't:th and j.I" Ir,llClll('IIl'l uf ildult .milll.al" I .Ut' Ilw.t honr" the otiwr hom' L .. ;t 1ll,IlI 
ir.ll{mt'nt or K.lpula_ (hlt' of Iht' hones ... n ... 'lr.lj{.llu" h.h t_lI'f'n ( iii .1< ru\ lhr (f'nlrr front. pn',um<lhh \\ 111'11 dio;;lrtirul· 
dttn~ tnt' lixl! from lh(' hind It'R. 

r ht' (.1111('" fr.-lItflU'1H5 arc' Id~t' .md le)TIn lh(' Old.·','1 of tile' malt·II .. I: if Ih(' ('ight {Auk",il.('d Ir.llClnnlls .11(' il1llud('d 
lh(·\, alm(N 1'4ual pi~ in number; and {"('I lainl .. '·"I·t'1'<1 pi~ in 1('rIll' (II mral \\c·jl{ht. H umerus. pchi1, tTliI,ill.1 ,lIId 
libi .. art' pre'('1l1. 10000(,lht'r "Ilh a rib .tIld \TrtC"hr'l ill lhl" 1.luk .... i/.C·d fr,lgm('nt~. 1111' libi .. i, !.(·\(·r(''' Ird~nc'IlIl'cI 
di~t,ll1y bUI ,lrpI·at· .. to 1)(' unfuSt"d: ;1, tim i~ .lln',ld ... \ l.U·RI· honc' 1111- t)'I.,ihilily of <lulo,"hs ,';mIlO\ IH" rull·d out 

1 hI." ~illR:l(' iarK("t alld ('omp1ctr hOIll' b undnubh'dh th.11 nl all ;tumt h~. rhi~ i, .t ri~hl n\t'I'\I'arpU~, Ih{' fli~t.11 c'"d 
of ",hith I!> unfu'>t"d dnd tht'rrfor(, Iht' dnimal ".IS nnt lull)-l{ro\\ll. tVI' ll ;\1 this ~IM~I' Iht:' Ic·tu!;lh of til(' h01l1" i~ ~Uf II 
Ih;!1 ..I ..... il ht'nI hf'i~hl of 1.6111. call bt· ("timalnl T hi, bOil(' i ... thc·tl'lorc· hilthl~ Iikt'J.. to Ix· from.1 hull l lw proxim.11 
wid th i.~ 7H.b 1111ll_ and th(' ~haft hit.~ a m inimum width of 12.-1 nUll. 1'hf'lc' ilre IWO hm' ,ttt marks Oil Ih(' tUn,,1 'iek 

.\ \'on elm Dric".(.h. I guid, til W mra,u1mlmf of rlflmlal bortfl frl (If,-hrwt al Slk'S. Prahexh ' Iust'lim Built-tin 1 
)1176 
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01 (hc' (11 1.t.lIMfl "flllt' ~hil.h .\ Hnh a -.mall portion ul th,", it-;uurr \\a C"{f'd\;ltC'd it i not lnu\\n ""ht'tht'r thi~ bont' 
\\.1\ a )ill~it dq)mn or p.trt of .1 'tT0Up, Int' ((lIldltlun III ttl(- h",w i, I,:u(xl. like" the otht"rs In tht' <iepo-;n. ~rhap' 
lIIt1ildtll1l.1; I~tirh rapid burial \\hilt' till fr("sh 

I \\U III thr (.utll"·~u«l rra~t'liu haH' ~n \OoorL.l"d, (llll' d. .t hurt 01"'\ ()r nf'c·dl(". Ill(' olhC"T. of unknO\· .. n lunl lion, 
I inclIlIlpktt' dud in I\HI pi('(('~Tht" bOlw ,h .. fI u"I'd j, \'(''' Ihi(k dud i~ ~."ihh from.lll aurochs 

1 he' IInl~ rrd (if-rf frdl,rtlJt'lIt I an um\"rlrd amlrr lip. and thrrr art' tim-I" Ira~("nh of 'hffP Dr ~I indudin~ 

thr Wr!f'hra "I d lamh or kid. 
Onl, lint' Irai?;m('1II had ix,t'll burnt: thi' i., .1 lauir·,jz('d haft fr.I~(,lIt whit-h had dho hr("n cut 
'-Iwn' is indir('(t ("\ idt'lh (' of do~ in tht' fnrm of 1\\0 c.mk·'I/I'd Irat;l1wllL\ J>O'~,'illg 'tIM" mark., 
nil bulk fli .rnim.ll bmw trom "\f'olithil' ~iw, i, u,u.rJl, IIfdon1l' til" ('.Iult' t01ol("lh~r \\Llh S(llnt' pig and ~ht't'p/~(lat 

I ht" prrdmnin.Ulrt" ()f pig, .I~ found hl'f"(', t~ l\1>ical ()I GrfM"fd·\\.lft' {"flIll("xt .tlld m.t~ be a product of ft".bung 
I III' prl"t·I1t(· 01'1111' :turrnhs 1('l1d 10 ,upport tht" Ulhrr t'\'ld("l1(t' Ih<1llhi~ fe,HUrt' i "\rolillm. and pt'rhap\ rilu.tl in 

pUrpi)"(' .\Ithnugh OI,(<1"iOIl.lll\ found ill Bron/l!' .\~t' nldtrri,li, tht' <1ufl)(h, is mon° (liten ."l''>QCiatrd "ilh :\rulithi( 
.Iml {,.trlit'r m.lleri.11. Ix"('oming c'xtillCl 111 Bnt.lln during IllI" BrOlllt' ,\\ll' I I"III','toad pn:sen.·i\tion uf thf bonc' liMy 
imph 111.11 it \\,l.~ n,«,nth .t,quin·d ratht-r th.U! .1.11 nbjt'("t Irad,'d m'rT ,\ 101l1( di\lann' \hhough no" t·'>;tintL thi 
)1)1" it"~ ..... " <l rumio.U1I, lIw anu·,wr uf domc"lir {.Ullt- .md \\I)uld prob.lbh h.t\e ix-"n .J.blt 10 ulili"" a mi:xlurr 01 
h .• hit.lh indudin~ lim'''1 .mel '\('rub a. ... \H'II a~ 'tT"a,~blld 

Plant rnnmn,\ by .lOll:' 1.1. rI ~ 

\ ,mall qu,lnti" 01 punt n'main~ "3-' n't O\{'f('d froln t"O 11~litr(' ..aml)k t.U.('n lrum I 3; minor {'hMCoaJ fragmrnl5, 
(JrnW/'lJ!//um II' I .tl1d t"f) IIUI 'WIIC fr.l~lellb. t r /',unul jp plum (.hroul"l{lwm I' common on "a.m." dnd M,tblf' l.md, 
.lI1d plum h.t 1M: lurrf'd nn d ,m.tll num!X"r or olher '\("olilhir silt" , 

"'()il ,ampll" \\{·rt' I,Lkt'nlrulll hll~ .il .md ')'2//~3 IH)m H, 1·lw~;· qmpl("~ \\f'rl" Ihfll t'xaJlUl1rd lor mollu\('.s. Fill 51 
i" domin,tl('d b, l"al/of/a WI. tt,~t'lher \\1\h Pul"lln mlmmum .tnd Ihb"i1I/ Ill/in; tilt"'>(' 'l"pnlt'>; dfr typi{'dl of,horHun.'rd, 
dry ,.lk.lr('uu, gr •• "I.lnd, Fill 52/,i3 «(Jlltainf'd a hi~h Ilf'ru·nt.u;(' of l'alloma ~pp., though the proportions of Pupilin 
III/OW",", and Ilrlurlla Iw/a ha\(' di'rfe,,,td con~id~r .. b]y, TIl(' pen'('IHd~t' uf COlJdllum tndmtatum is ~imilar to Ih(' taller 
1\'100 'IX'( ie" .lIld Du(w I"QlundalJu ,lIld \l:,vt111(IJ an' 011-.0 prrM'nl in .. n1.l11 numlx-rs, rhis mi~ht sugg~st .t damper or 

mort" ,h.ld{'c\ {'lwilfllll11(·nt, ,0 till." {'ombinatiull of 'pt'(les ('ould indi(".t\t, Kfa~,].lnd "ilh Krubby art'~, 

Pit~ ('()mamin~ Grom·cd \\'are and particular lithic .lrtC"fans, often in perfect condition. such 
.\.'0, tran~\"t'T'>e arrowheads. "errated flakes and poiiliheci f1iI1l or stone items, arc a recurrent 
reaUlf{' or the I;:ucr :\'eolithic, The) are mon.' likely to rrprest.'nt some kind of rilUaJ activit) 
than purely rubbish disposaJ, 

Grooved \\'are is also widely associated with large ritual monuments and GroO\'ed \\'are 
pits an' ortt.'n fi)und in th{' \;cinity or earlier monuments," In our rase no large monumental 

RI( h.ud, .lIldJ (llomas, ·Rim.ll .lCti\u)" .lIltl 'Iruourt'd dt'j>O"lIioll in I,urr ."c'olithi<; \\'~s\('x·. in RJ Bradk) 
.lI1dJ G.udint'r f'(h.. \rv/,thJ( JIut!uJ 8.\R 131. 1981, HVI 218, 

'J Cluttun·!3rr.H-K and R, Burleigh. 'Some .ucharn]ogit.11 dpplic .uiol1~ uf thc' datin~ of ammal hlln~ hy radioc.uboo 
.... ilh IMrticuldl rt'ii:r{'nn:· If) txhtpieist<xcne c'xlinttions', in \\(j ~ I ol)k and T \I Waterbolk (ed, .• 'Pronedin~s of 
Ihe Imt lllu'mallon.ll S)mposium on CJ.l and archa,'o]~ PI(,T Juwrrwl, fI 1983 4{)9 19. 

J rhol11a~. IYlhmJ.ml, tIu .\l'lI/lth,l 1991.76, 
• G W.ull"righl .md] Lon't\\orth, Dumn,r:tfm lIa1b~)( \miq. Lond')Il. R('" R("p., 1971 ; l1lOmas. op. CIt. nOll' 

i, 7(" 
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I.\BLE 1 FAUNAL RE~I.\J~S SPECIES A:-l"D ANAT()~flc.:AL DISTRl8UTIO:'li 
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h 
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3 
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:l 

z 

s 

II 
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1M 

silt'S are known nearby hut Liw site lies dose to the large round barrow crlTIctt"r\" at Lamhourn 
Seven Barrows with the Lambourn long barrow to the:- west. 

The \vestern end of the Berkshirr DO\\11S is rich in arch:lt'ological material and has secn 
lTIu("h field survey, yet this area ha.'i ral"('iy produced finds of Grooved \\'ar(', Thr discO\,t'I)­
of this site will senT to il1crea~(' the area of kJlQ\"n later ~eolilhi<: ani\-it)" in the region. 

The molluscan c\-idcl1ce gives an insight into the cllvironmrm at the time of deposition, if 
only for the immediate environs of Ul{' pit Thi5 sug,gests an op<'n em'ironment perhaps of 

C'.~. \' CaOilt"y and \f )'1I1~1l" TIv .\/addk Farm pmI' 1 B.\R 200, 1989 
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01 lill' eli Lit p.1n of ,h(' halt \. ... onl~ a .. m.ill portion of thi., katurf' \.\.1.' rxr a\.lu·d it i., not 1.110"'11 ",ht'mt'r this btm(" 
".I~ d III~I(' dC"pusit II' p.m 01 d ~oup, nl(" ('nndiLion 01 tlu" hunt" j, ~nnd lilt' ,ht' otht'r'" III tht' dC'J'O'iIt, pO:'rhap' 
IIIdit.HIIIJ{ l.tirh • .!pid hurial ",hilt" ~li.lllr("~h. 

I \\U "llh(" l.mk .... i .. t"tllrd~nt'nL\ ha\(' h'To .... urktd. ()III" .I~ d hun a .... 1 Ilr ",'nile" Tht' oth(,L of un!olo ..... n funclIon. 
j .. inc omph'lt' and in 1\\0 plN.C· Thr bont' 'h.di u"f"d j, 'n"" Ihl< Ii. .md "po jbh !rum an aurcM·h~. 

!lie> IIlIh Trod dt'c'r Ira~('m i~ an ul1\\ork,"d anllt'r tip .• mel IhlTC" arl" tlm'l' tr.lll;nl('nh of ,h('('p or !!;Oal inciudiml; 
tlw \C'fwhr.1 of a Idmh fir kid 

()nl, 1111(" Ira~n1t'm hAd brt"1l burnt; ,iii, I' .1 ,-alde",w"d \h.d"t JraltllWlII whi, h had also bt-C'I\ CUI. 

I1l("rl" i'i illdirNI n-j,j,-nu' of d<>'i!; in tht' lorm of t\\O (·d.ltI~'· ia·d Ird.I{tllc"1Il ,M",.(·"in't ~a\\ marks 
11,,~ hull.. Hf animallMmt' lrom :\t"olilhll \llt' i .. u~u.llh III <I(lnlt" li(' canlt" l(Xtl·tht'r w'ilh ..om(" pio; and ~ht'("p/goal 

1111' prc·c!ominarJ(T ofpil( •• 1\ k>und h('r('. j .. "pit-a! of (;rcMI\td·\\.lrt' tUllInl ami ma~ br a produn offt'astino;. 
II\(" pn·st'nce of 11ll" aurcx hs l("nd to \upport the> olhn c',ic!('m t' Ihal Ihi, ji-,\tun' i~ ;'\;r("olil hic .• mel Jl("rhaps ritual ill 

jlur-pu,('. ,\ilhuUKh C'X'c.l\ioll,llly round ill I3ron/.t' .\~ m.llni •• I, tilt' aurodl, is mult· oft(,1l .L,,~()(·i,ltl'd \\ith :,\'("olilhi( 
.lIId (·,Irlit'l IlM!I'ri.,I. IH'I ()min~ t'xlinrl in Brit.lin durin\{ till" Hrolllt' .\~.f i'lli' I{IH>cl pr("S("rYdtion or tht' bmw nMy 
imph th,u it \\.l-' re'( c'nth .It"quired r.!tller lh.m an ohJ(·( I Ir.lckd u\t'r a lonl{ di"tan("(' .• \ltll(lu~h IIU\\ e:C:lin(l. this 
,X"{\(. \\oJ'; a OImin.t.J1I. tht' anct'~tor of dom('~til rallle, and \\uuld probabh ha\(' I)("t"n abk 10 utilise' d mi.xturt' ur 

h,lhil,u\ illl lutiin't 1m,· I .lIId "rub a, \\(·11 ;t\ ~a.~'land 

Plallt Tt7nalm byJ()jI' IJ.I-I· ... 

\ m,dl fJu."lIil'~ 01 p1.ult n'nldilh "ib rt'I()\Tn,d lrom 1\\0 IO-IiIr<' -.ampiC"sIU(·n from f 3: minor (holrcoal rra~mc'nl~, 
("hnlt/podlum ,po I and 1\0,(. nut '100(' (ra~rnt"nb, rf Pnmw 'I' plum l:hnup-,qJJm/ i, ('(lInmon on \\a\l(' and arablt" 1.\IId. 
,\lid plum h .... IHI urrrd fllI.1 mall numb('r (If fllher :\eulith il ill"'j 

nit' S1laih h~ (.1.011 \II.L'" 

'oil \.unplt-<t "{,fl' I.,hn rmm fill~ ';1 .md ."dlt:d from 1 \. Iht''''· ,.unpin \\(.f(' IIIt"n eXaflunt'd ror mollu~s. Fill .') 1 
i\ dumin.ltl"d by 1"(1/1111/<1 '/IP. 1()~t"lht'r \\lIh l'up,lla mU.IIQTUIf/ ,IUd Iltlrftllllllllla: Ih('",' ~Pt'<:i('s ar(' l"pit-al or~hon·tu"ed, 
{ky t'.lit.u-C'OU'-' ~;I,~I,II1(1 Fill .52/.')3 CfJIIWilll'd .1 hi~h lH'flTlIla.'l:t' or l'alhmw ~pp., Ihouo;h Iht" proponions of Pup,lln 
mUIltlrum .\IId Ifrlirr/la ,tala ha\'e decreasc'd fomidt'rabl}'. rtw pl'H('llIa~t' or Caryrhllllll tndmlatum is ~imilar 10 Iht' lall('( 
t\H) 'IX'lll", and [>lI/Ul mfundawand \iIOiI/Tra Mt' al-.o pn·",·nt in .. mallllumbt· ..... ·rhi~ mil'!;hl su~e~1 d damp<'r or 
mOl!' ,h.ukd c'lwirunllll"llt. '>() Ihe combinillion of\-pni(' {(mid indi • .ttt" 'tfJ"I.mel \\ilh ~rubb\ ar('d.~. 

Pib n)l1tainin~ GwO\('d \\'arc and panicular lithil" ,lrtefacts. often in perfect condition, such 
as trall''I''(:'T'i(' arrowht'ads, serrated tlakes and polished flint or slOne items, are a recurrent 
fealllft' of the lau' r :\"eolithic. The)' arc more likely to reprt.'sent some kind of ritual aClivity 
than purely rubbish disposal. 

GroO\'ed \\'are is also widely associated with large rilllal monuments and Grooved \\'are 
Plb ,In' on en found in lhe ,·icinilY of earlier monuments.! In our case no large monumental 

(: Ri( holrd, .\lul.J I huma~, 'Ritual acti\ it) and "lrul turt·d cit-position ill 1.I\t'r \:t'olilhic \"t'~'i('x' in RJ Smell ... y 
.111<1.1 G.mlillt"r (·(k \ ll)lrlhl£ Jtwi'rJ H.\R 133. 1C)84 , IH~' 21B. 

'.1 CiUllon·Srcxk and R Burlt"jJith. 'Som(' arch.at"oiol{'il.11 .1ppli(oJtiom oJ tit!' d.lling or .tll1mal hOl\f' b) radiocarbon 
"ilh IMMi(ular reft'n'm(' tn p<"lplt"islOu'n(' t"xlin(;liom', in \\ C; ' look .tnd 1 H \\att'rbolk (("ds,l, ' Procct'din'r' of 
tht" hr I illlc·rnalion.ll 'i)lTlposium 011 ell and arcitat"olog)', 1~1(.T.70Uf7UlJ. H 1'18'i).'1-09 19. 

J Ihoma.o;, RtlhmAlfl1: tlrt \ "told/II<, 1991, 76. 
(; \\'aill~Ti~ht ,md I Lon~'onh. Dum~ton Halb Sc)( \llIiq London. R(·, Rf'p., 1971); rnomas, op. cil. note" 
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sile" are known nearby but the ,itt' Ii("\ dose to til(' I.lfg-e round barrow cemrlfT\ at I. . .nnhourn 
St'\'('n BarrO\\s \\ilh the Lambourn long barro\\ to th(.' w{'st. 

I'ht, w{'SI('rn end of the Berk.<;hire D OWI1\ i ... rich in archaeological material and ha!-i s(,l'n 
Illurh field sur'\'cy, yet this area has rardy produ("('d finds of GroO\"Cd \\'are. The discQ\(T) 
of this site will serve to increas(' til(' area of known later 0:C'olithic anivity in lh(' region. 

The' molluscan ('"idence givrs an insight into the I'm'ironment i-H Ihe time of cit-position, if 
on I\' for the immediate cm'irons of 1ht, pit. This suggCSl'i an OpCIl environmcllt pl'rhaps or 

(' g \ GamlC'\ and \1 Tin~k, Tht .\/illi& F'ITm IM1J' t B.\R 200, 198(1 
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F3 ;1 l.l 52 '53 
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\'allon.1 PI' 187 .{n 393 50 
l\ipill.l mu'>C()rum 200 13 sq 8 
Ilrli(('lId itald 121 20 52 7 
Iiygromia hi'pid.1 29 :. " I 
C.ll)chiulll tride-malum B I 70 10 
C()('hli("opa ~pp 7 I 13 2 
"l"fti'l'O pygmara 12 2 ; I 
ni<;(u~ rOlund.ttu\ I 1<. 21 3 
'\("'>()\'LlfC'.l radtatula ; 18 3 
"Ltn';! (Clotl',\( 1.l/rl)·'1. 2 " 17 2 
Pom,\li~, c-It''l'an\ II 2 3 " l"udflC"nninrd rr,lll;tllrnh 30 "" 

gral;sland \'vith scrubby area", Thi~ concurs with Olher molluscan data from the west part of 
the Bcrkl;hirc Dm\ns \"hieh indicates an open landscape from carly limes . 

. \ morc detailed \"{"p;ion of Lhis leXI is prc\crycd in the "iu: archive. which has been deposited 
along \\iIh the finds \""ilh Oxfordshire ~Iusctlm Service ".\cc. no. 1994.121 . 

• S. Ford and G \('("«.. ',\ m(lliuo;can anal.,i\ frum a i..at(' Imn \~(' Iin('A.( ditch at ~Ioulsford, South Oxford-,hlrl" 
(}WlIIfUID, Iviii ) I)lH 305 8. 


