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. In art haeolo..l!;iral eraluab·on. flllou'ed ~J a jmall area if "caralioll alld a u'akhuzg bnif. camld out m 
mnnrclwn uilh a dmlopmml myacml 10 Noiru',11 ,lilli, (),{Ord, rf(ord,d u'all! htlon,l!,lng 10 al I,rul jour 
phrufl <if tar"" mill huiidlll!{J, dalin,!{fiom Ihi m,d"ml and """I·m,dln'al p",mA 

.1 u'atron;1I ha.l e'\l.lted 011 the silt siller at lea.lt 120fJ, and tlll mill rnnamtd in UJe as a u:orkl1~t; (am 
mill ulltil Iholt{r b~fiJre ill a}11verswlI into a pn'mll' lIOU.\1 at lilt end if tilt J 9111 unlw)·. TIe fluntlal101l..1 
di.lcolfrtd In lilt t\Camtion appeared 10 bt remaiRl if an(illa1)' buildingJ on tilt north sidt if lilt mill, and 
the tarlitll C!/lhe.lt, which U'llJ dall'd to the 15th ("dw)l. had ll.lhlar blockl linin,~ the imide Jaa. 

n" dilfOlrT)' oj la~l!/ bad/il/ed flature.1 immldilltl(r W tht north and trut tlj tht mill mqy Hlg£:tJI tJu 
10(alioll if IJtt mill /){)nd and tJle exutenu if a bJpa.l.1 .I /Tram, lfliirh rall round tht bad of tht buildin,/{ . • t 
large (linin.£: dilrh, u-huh had bem badfil/pd in 1M 171h flnlu')', U'(lJ If)(alfd jome 40 m.Jurthn to tilt fasl 
of tllt' mill, and ;1 ;-\ .1Uf!l:tSlfd that this mql" hllit btt1l pari of a /Jreli11l1llaf)' Cil1l J I ar drfttl((, laltr 10 be 
replaad ~}' tIlt baJh'tJ1l u'huh appean 011 mapl if Iht dtjmflJ . 

. 1 Prthi.Jiorl( .llIil hon::.on U'as abo found dunn!: tJu f\"(Qi'ahQtJ alld a wwllllumbtr tlj u'orAld jlintl daltd 
(0 Ilif ~ \"eotailif / Broll::.t .·I,/{f lffff rtln"tud. 

I'd ROJ)l'( 110:\ 

I n ~o\"{'lllhl'r 19c)] Oxford .\rchaeologiral L;"nit OAt; undertook a small archaeological 
l'xn\\"aLion in the area immediaLely to the north oflfolyw('11 ~liII, Oxford Fi~. I " in ad\'anre 

of iel dc\'('lopmelll of 11t',\" sllldt~nl accommodation blo("ks. The exca\'ation, and a periodic 
,\."at('hin~ brief of the construction ' .... ork which followed. arose from a planning aw('cmelll 
made bCl\v('cll ~lagdalcl1 College and Oxfi>rd City Council planning authority. 

l)oClllncllldlY sourC('s had revea1ed that <l wiltlTmill had ('xi'iLed on Lh ... ",ite since at least 
12001 and the pot<.'mia1 for archaeological remains sUr\'i\'ing wa.s established by a trial trench 
(,valuation undenakcn by lhe OAU in July of 1993. 1 'nl(' aim of Liw subsequent exca\·ation 

( Bdl.iloly",t"iI Ford. Oxford' Oxfonl \rchat"nIO(ic.l1 l nil ullpuhl. t""\.IJU.tUOI1 rrpon. If193 
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and wat('hm~ brief v .. 'a .... thrrefore to record an) archae-ologkal remams in the areas where 
the) would lx' di!:i1urbcd or destroyed by the f(JUndalioll'; of the new development. 

1.0c. \ 11m. \-'Il IOPOGR.\PHY 

rht' site ~GR SP 5'22065 is situated towards Ihe- east ed~t' of the second gravel terrace which 
Is borde fed to the east by the river Ch<."rwdl. The land to the erul of the mill slopes away 
very gradually toward, the river from 57.16 m. aD to 5(;.+6 m. 00. 

Thr modrrn nam,' Holywell Ford. which appear> on the as plan of 1900. is probably of 
no antiquity but may refer to a bea.st ford sOUlh uf the mill giving access to the meadows. 
The mill has alway~ stood alone in extensive grounds within lhe parish of Holywell, which 
lies to the north-east of the mrdieval City of Oxford. The present building on the sitt' of 
lIoly"ell ~ I ill. \mo"n as HolyweU House. dates from the end of the 19th century. but still 
retains parts of the old mill and its ancillary buildings. Tht, new student accommodation blocks 
t'xu'nd north\\ arm along the mill stream at the back of thc house. and eastwards across the 
island formed between the mill stream and the riv('r Cherwell. The main area of excavation 
lay immt."ciialdy north of the east wing of the present house. in the footprint of aile of tht' 
11('\\ buildings. and (\\0 other trenches excavated as part of the evaluation \vcre located in the 
.lrea to the north and to the cast of the house, in what was then an orchard garden. 

\RCI! \EOI.OGI( \1. DLSCRIPTIOX 

CommtfliJ 011 the rtliabilitp qf the resultJ 

rht' ,mall ~lIC' of .Iw ,trt',L~ ('XC.l\ ;Hed doc, afft'CI both thr- rtlidbilit) and If:""d of intC"'llrt't<tlioTl of some of Iht" dt'posil\ 
Ihilt .... ("1"(. !{mnd ••• nd Ihi~ i~ parti{'ularly tnll' of th(' Id~(, f(',\tUft" I<xal('d in Iht' ar('3~ to the north dnd e.-'L'It of lile.­
mill, rhe HlJ\\talltly hi~h It'wl of the w.ltef t01blc ,11<;(J m('01nt Ihat dCq'K'f afeal> of t'xca .... ation flooded contll1uousl}, 
making th(' ('xcavalion ,lIId oh~('rvatioll of \(lnW of til(' dq>osil! mOfl' diflicult. 

T,m,h I Figs. I. 2. 3. + and 5 

I hi~ "ao. Ihl" m,lin .m"a III rX('3\dooll" romiMin~ of d trt"n('h 7 m. lone; x 6 m wKlt" "x~u:d to me nonh of tht" t',l.!.l 
"in~ Ill' Hul\'wdl Hou<;(" \Ce Fi1!;. II \n t'xlension from Ihe ~ulh"("a'l COnlt'r of the trench, 2 m. lonll; X 1,5U m. 
"idl", Wol!> p.UI offht' In •• llrt'mh w hic.:h was t"x(-a\'au"d in thh localion .l.'I p.:1n oftht' ori~nal ('valuation. Th(' ~-ripIKm 
and pl.lI1~ uf this ,m",' of l'Xc.:ol\.Ilion inc.:orporate illfonnOllion obt.lIned from Iht' t'\.,luatioll tfench and .. I<;(J from II\(" 
\,at(hin~ hril'f of lht' ("onlr.tClon' wound "ork whidl folluw('d I.urr 

I'rd!uwnr.1 h(' I(Ip of lht' natural gr,wrl WAS found -.t)l1le 1.2 m. bf'lo\\ lht' 1'r(' nt gr()und ~urfac(' . s.lopin~ ~ado<t1l\' 
lrom Wl"'11 IU ('a.~t .• \ minlJye-r of reddish 'ilt 562 . which (l\e-r1.ty lht' gra\d in pauht", thmue;houl tht' trench. ais<, 
.I1'pr.trl'd 10 Ix •• noltural ~ubs.oiL A thick dt'posil (UO m<J of gTryish .. ilty day 5-19' o\"l'rl;l) Iht' nalur-d.1 gravd and 
,ih Ihrou~h()ul tht' lre-mh. and ~ ... era1 workt'd flinl\, includinll; ,t \(:ntJX'r Fi~, 8 w"rro re-tri('\'cd from thi, la~cr Thi\ 
dCptl"lll, \, hldl .1J..n contained mall fragmcnl~ of (harco.ll. apP("J.rcd to 1)(' ,I hurie-d 50il horizon 

J/uftn'fl/: rhr t'3rlit'\! of llit' m('diC''''a1 dcpo<;il! locatt'd w('rl' J. \h.lllow -,coop 54 'l), which ".t,.'1 CUl into lhe tOp of la\('r 
,,),HI •• llId ,I 'IC"ri~!I of dump layt'f'I (527. 541, ~O I, 528 ,md .,)38: whith o\'t'rlay it. rhl' IX)Itc'ry rt"lrie\'cd from tlw~< 
d('IXl'Il'! falll{W from U1t" 13th co the 14th Cf'lltury III datr 

An ('a~t \'or~1 .aligned wall rS:l1 ran along the ~lIlh t'dge of Ih~ .lft"01 of (")(ca\'Oltion and panially tntncalt'd tht' 
dump 1.1\t'" Fill;,:l Only mt' nonh fact' of the- \'oaU ".1.\ within me- ('xca\dlion .lfr3, and tht' "r~l('m ('nd of tilt" 
"all hold h('("n robl)('d, wht're a fe-gula.r tre-nch "as \biblt-, conunuin~ \\-t'stwards on the samt' lint' (5-1;, TIl(' d.IU" 
uf thi robbillfil: ~ unt"e-ndin, a.~ the- onl\' find to comt' from tht' baddill of Iht' roblx-r Irench was a residual ht"rd o( 

Ulh-t·"ntul) pout'1) _ ,\t 1 . .5 m, from th(" \'or I l'd~ flr rXCol\--alion lht' wall had an ill\t'n. tht'll cominuro lor .ulf)lht'r 
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Fig. 2. Plan of Trench I and hrst phase of wall. 
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I Ill. hdc)r(' f(·turnin~ to tht' ~outh. \ 0;01;111 t"x\t'nsion madr to tlu- .... )Urn tdRI' of tht, M('a of the' ~xr<l\.'.ltion rnrah;d 
Ih(' ",III In hA\'/" " hl.1r hIO(·k..~ linin't its im,lde filCt', lhoul(h nnly .1 f,· ..... of th('\t' .. ur .... ivt"d. til(> majority ha\'inv; 1)('('11 
rohlX'd ,' ..... A} . . \ l"'l.\t" rru\t'd, ar('hitt"C"(ural rra~rnt ..... hieh .. ""'\ huill imo thi" ..... all "as retriC'\'('d for dalinv; ('\idenc(" 
Vi~. 7, Ihi~ h,IS lX"t"n icimlified b) Julian !\Iunby.t\ dalin~ from till' latt- \:hh or '>,Irly '4th ttntury. 

l'ol/ ·malln'll/: 1\\0 thICk t\t'IKhits uf ~\:dly day.'; 10 .md :1171, ..... hi, h 1.\\ In tht· nonil of tile" wall \\("rt' trunc-a(w b) 
.1 larw' pit 53(), I h(' r.lrti('r of thr [\'.0 la·,ton 510) w,,-, undated, hut Ih(" lill/'r d'"I)4')\it (537 wntaiurd pou{'!) from 
lhr 16th ({,OIUI). nit' pit 5:«) app{"ar~d to ha\{' i)("{'n C-UI up asraill\llhr Ilonh fa{'f' (,fth(, wall. su1t't("tin~ th.u tht' 
huildin~ ";\.\ ~till ~laJl(lin~ at lhi~ limr 'SC'{' Fi~_ 5. ~Clion J 

()\'C"rl)il1~ Ih(' ",til .... ith tht' a,hlM hloc.ks. and al~ paru.lIh ()\'I·rlyiu,lit ,hr pit. "t"rC" 1"0 voparatt' ..,tr('lfhr~ of a 
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1101.\ II 1.1.1 IORIl 

I.Hn \\all ;fI(' .lnd , 1'1 '-l'r Fi~ ~d. \Jth"ll~h tilt" ".llIlr,I\,,'lllt'lIh '\I'fl' nflt 11I1Ili1lU"1I . tht"\ .... ,.r! \1'" IInil.IT ill 
hou,lc!!'r mil \\r'lf hol,til bondrd \\llh a di 11II("li,,' p.de .... "I"urt'll mllll.n .. ulQO:, ..... ting thn .... '·fl· p<lrl of lh(' .... IOU' \\,111. 

1I ... I,il\ ,.,llt.-·d.me! IlIllLh tli tUrUrd h~ 1.lln Iluilding I)houts Ihl 1,.1 'I"m 1I('\,h ,Ithi .. \\a1linlt ~)It'l u'lunlcd 10 
Iht" Imul •. \\ th ... !!<Om\(' PUIllI .b lh IJrc'd," t"~r 'ill .md ahhnul::h \I apl'c'tlnl lu be' U III\{ the r..rh.-r .... all .1 

'"und.llioll, II lI"nlulll I.h (' pro, ... , u·d OUI ~hl.;hth furthrr \0 III<" IIIIrth. 

Dirt'! 11\ .,1.0\(" tl ... !In "nd ph.l"t· 01 \,.Lllill~ \'I.b a tilild. m,.n' IIh ,.IIIn.,lh I,ullt ".til ')', I . on Ilw lint" ali~IUI1f"lIt 
I'UI lill 11I11111'r 10 lilt IIf.nh II~ n. \ 1."-111 "Irt"tlh I)lllii, .... ,tIl lll'\"I'fll" a. 1ll.lxmlum l>lthrn OUf'o( 01111111 

flturnrcilo .ht, ~uulh ,II Ih, ,"un(. pOilU <1" Ihl" ".lrlll'r .... alb \11 aJOII~ Iht' IcolIl(th "I thi ",IIl,lw ~lulW "con sWlllld 
II!.I! Ii. .llId I, d 11\ hUllllll~ 

1\\(11.1\,'1 (lilLI' ,ItH .lI1el ):!IJ \\hich butll'd up .11.:,lill'II!1I' <,jllllh n'llIlll "i dw \\,111" \\!'TC und.lIl'd Fil.: :! ,IlIIt 
I il.: I. n tlllll I I h. 1',1,,1"01 Illnil of Iht",· d .. po~il \\ ,\ Ii. hllt·t! 11\ thl' "H' t nl~t' "I .1 1.!l1'l:t' J(;alufl' ) II nlllnlll~ 
1I"r1h-"OUlh, 0.')0 III II) tlu' ",bioi t/w \\"U", ()Ilh ,1'111,111 P,lrI fli Ihl k.lluu· \,.I~ \\ithin till' an'a oi" I·Xf.t\'alioll .md 
it lould l111h 1M' rXI.1\ ,lIl'd to .1 dl'jllh (If 1.111 Ill.; h"\\I·\I'r. ih nl",Ir·\ntiLII ('(I~I' <"iI'.lIl} (ontinm'd dm\ 11 IX'lu" Ihi 
!t-\I·l. Ihl' fl',IIU1T ".li hlkd \\illl 1.1\1'1" of d.t\ ilh and ).:T,I\"('1. tippilll.: in SII'I'ph from IIII' \\I'sl 511. 51 t :,11, -II CJ 

.md ~,Ih 
\11 ,111',1 III (i.-c'p. IITIf,tul.u di,ulth.tlKI' ) I j \,hl' h II'Uti. ,1I1·d till \\,IJ! ... t..I<ltI't Ihl' "oulh "d~{' 01 1111' .m·.1 OII'XI ,1-

\.niotl. onh parmii'll .I!nll~ IIII' lIl,idl' 1;111' III \\.111 -,21 ~1I1.;1.;1 lilll( th,lt it 1ll.1\ h,I\(' h"t'll n·l.ltrd 10 Ih,' l'(Jbhirll,( 01 
11l!·.1 hl.ll 1,1 ... k\ \lhi,'I, li\H·(llhi, I,ut' l ilt' 1,lli'N nIIMI)..I,lt \\itllin till' di,turil.lllu· ·111 'l,',~ "lid -,-,{' IOlll,lilll·,1 
1 ilh· .Ulrl I H,h-n·lIIur. IXllu'n .111t! (Ial pipe's, 

\ ""'II',I"II·d "I'll ., i I . \\ hit h \\.h di"mc'f! din Ihco I<oflulh'\\1 I C "nl~r ur lilt' 1J,'1l( h, '1,\' I UI thr{lu~h Ih,' h.1I lhJll'd 
dIIUTh,m<t· i'I~ ~ alld I'll!, I, ... ·clion I 1111 rl'm,\II1" .. 1 lilt' lJI,rlh·\\t· .. t IOllwr 01.1 Il)1w·buih lrul!url' '}lIl 
(lm,i'lin\!, 01 .1 11.10"11\\ llorth-<,j"Hh wall .lIld P,lrt ,,11111' ",\'1 rc'lUrn, \\,1 ,11>;(, I UI into tl\l' top of tl\(' h,lekhllt'd 
11I'IUIII,III1' I II(, So \ 1.I\I·r III' ,1,1\ and lime t'"I" .,1 11 ,111,1.1 ,kl)<1 it 1,I'hnll' tl'lIt." rul,!,I. )0; "IUth \\I'f! 011", 
IIM,Hl'd ,It till It''I'! "I'I)(',ITI'd Iu 1)(' rd.llt'(ill' tlw d .... lrwtlon (,llhc' lI.lJTtw.-",.llInl 'trUlturr 

\1)<1\1 1111 1 ... \1·1 \1,1 .1 I.nl·r 0111.1\ loam dll, \Ihi. h I"\II'ntletllhr"u~h"\I1 IIII' In'llI It \ I\-,UUft· \flllldinin~ I.ultt' 
blo. k. III lilll!' tolll' .).!", \I ,IS lut through Ihl' lo.un in Ih,' MI·.I .lho\I' thl' \\1'11 .1IIc1lhi, .lppl·ar{'t! Itl 1M' .1 ddi!)!'r.l\l· 
\,tl'pin\!, nll .. t Ill!' \\1'11 \ rnbbn trl'ltl"h ,ll>ml' \\.111 ·)02 .!ltd • .II) .III11IMI 1"111.11 'HI I'I(.H,·" in Ihe- «"litre' 1>11111' 
tll·lll·h, \1"11 ,11<,j1 lUI tlllllul!.h Ih. lo.un. I 'I\I'~ !o',1!Urt'S \\('1,' Ilin'llh I.\t·rl.lilll", Ihe. pn·'\.('1\1 10psoil ',01 

":ralllntillli ' mu It:! I'i l."'" I .md h, 

rh i, II," ,I Illlnh· \·,I't/SllWh-\\t"1 ,\li~l1C'd Iri,lllfl'llelt. 17 III, 111 11'Il~th .Ind O,HIl Ill, wick, I\hllh \\;\\ 1')(-,I\-.lIed III thl' 
,\11'.\ to 1111' Ilillth (II tl1t' mill.1 IMII of thl' ori~ill.U 1·\',lI",llion. 1111' "('plh "I I'XI .1\,J.tinll in thi .. 1I'l'm h \\.1' lilllitl'd 
to ,I /Il."imlltll "f I :m lit 

11\1' dq)!I'" in thi~ tn'm h I fIIhi,tc-d "l1lin'" III I,\\('ri 1,1 11.\\ lil'l)ill~ ill IHllII Ihr ('Il{i\ III' lht' I(CI)( II t(l\\.lrll. IIII' 
n'UIn' '1OlItnh 2n,! tIl :!12, I'll(' later d"I)<"it, in lilt' "'IIIII'tleC', 1.1\I'p., 207, :.!()(, ,\lid ~():j nmt.lilll·1! Ifhh-n'lIlUl'\ 
polll'l", 11." pip('s. ,lItd fr.IL:IllI·Uh hom 1I1t11111·,h,lpnl W 1I\t' I)!.!tln. hUI lin i11l11~ wl'n' It'lrit''cd Irll/ll tilt' (kpll~il 
1,1·1.1\\ thi 1"\1 I 

Irnldl " ri g.... I ,mel h 

I hi, \\.I~ 1111' Ihird 01 tilt' tri.11 IU'mlw, I·X(·.I\,uc·d .l' p.1I1 01 tilt' 1'\,llu,lIioll I hi1 ITI'1lI h \\,1' I(KaU'd >;{IIlW ~(j Ill. III 
1111' I',\,t ufillt' mill III .In ,'.1,1 \\(' I .llignmf'llI: il \\01 r'lll. ill 1(·lIl.:lh .1Ilt! II_HI! Ill_ \lidt, \Iilh.l ~')tI m, t'XII'l\lflll 
1"111"( Ii",: 0111 .11 riR:ht .III~II· frum Ih .. t.",bl c·nd, 

I ltn'l' I.l\n of .11111\ nun 30 {. {(12 .md 'il'l U'C·rI.l\ lile' 1I.\lural ~r,l\d IlIloul{hllUI Ihi~ 111·m·h. \ond.IIotI'" I'X' .1\.11\'" 
Ihrou~h Ih,' ,lllmiulIl Ilx ,1I1"t\ Ihe- lOp or til(' 1(1.1\('1 .11 ,III .\\IT,I ~I· d"pdl Ill' 1,111 III, Ix' low tilt' prC"l'ilt ground 'Url~II" 

\ 1,lrl(e'IUl"\ill~ dueh Ln. \lhillt cUllhroU'th Ih"I,I\!'r OI.IIIt/\)llnl. rilllobliqudy t1unu~h lhl" t'.hl ('"d nftlw 
11I'lI{h,llu' tiil<h .IPIM·Mnl to lit' 'Ippm.l.dlill~ lrom liu' ",hI in .lit I·,l.t \\,'M .,h~llnlt'I\I, Ihl'n cunin\( round 10 du' 
.. Olllh, _\ 11 I'XII'mion \I,h m.uk til till' trt,nt'h II that ,I I'll1nl1 IHuld I'M' c·w.I\,lIrd throu~h Ih(' dildl .1\ ri~hl .1111(1,'" 
.mel h,',,· il \\.I~ "~ I .lhli,llt'd Ih;1I Ihl' diU'h W.l~ '0111(' I III \\ id(' .md I r)o Ill_ dl,t,p. I Itt' (kpo~its bac khllill~ Ihc' dill h 
tUlllnli 'i:ll \II :11'1 I t>1I1.lin('d f7Ih-('('/ullf1 pottl'l'\ .lIld c 1.1\ pilw \ 'lIl.1l1num),c'r of ,,'~idual fit'di,·,·,,1 pOl ~hnd 

""'t·rt' al<,j' I"uncl in Iht''''' dq)("il .ll"n~ \\ith.1 Iwrd "II,lIr It oll ,\(!f'/!',Irh Rum.1Il plltte-I'\ 
\ lIuml)<'1 "I ,h.,I1"" irr('~l.lr It-.Htlrt'" 10H, '1111 .. {IS, Hh .\IId 1I1J nil from Ilw Mill!' 11'\e! ,II 1111' \\I·,t t'nd oi 

IIII' In·1t( It ,olll,lim'd 1'Ilh-tl'nlun hri( k and tilt-
\11 Ill(' h',lIun' ill Ihi.~ tn·IIl·1t IIc're- dirt'tth /)\"rlain h~ IIl1' p"nl'nl lup .. uil 
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HOI SWU.I. FORD 

J ItdU'ml POlin) by ( \ Illt-.KI:,\ t-, l :'\Ot-.R\\ C)()I),KU.\ ILL 

Ih(" )lOU('" rrom lIol\v,t'1I Ford ('on~i\b of d "mall d M"mh[,I~f' IHH ,llI'rd, .... f'I~I\ln~ J.l kg. hflau' "l('dw\"al 01.11(1 
pn<;Hnnlir\a1 m.ttl"Tiai riln~ng in dalt" fwm Ihr 1.111' I hh (I'IIIUr\ Ihruul::h to 1111 r,lr" lfilh ("('ulun S"fn("' rr idu.d 
Rom.1II ,mel t'arl) mt"di(""\al ,Iwrch .... t'rt' idc·ntilwd III Isni.\lt"et 1II,I.U1((""' IIII' m,lIn ,11111 ollhe- .lIlal~ .. i.'.... to prO\I(I(' 
.1 ml'.IIl~ of d.uinlt Iht" "Irdtil{raphic wqut"1lI f' and .1.1-.(1 III ('omp.trI' Iht' POIlI'" .... lIh (lIIt,.r IM!:.c·r d.,'>('mLI.I~c· in {hford. 

1111' 1)I)tlc'l"\ h"" I)('"('n dt"><rihrd .Ind rnonkd \\Ith n'ft'n'lItl' 1IIIht' (hliml \nh.lI'ul"~I(dll · nill:ll)rK rrtf-n'mc' 
-.f·rin .md Iht' Rum.1II I:,hri( tOdintt and tht" 1)lI'HllI'di(,\.11 \(' '11~llC' group a!<l illu~lr,II('d at St. Ehht·", ()"Iiml 
\11 n1.t{t'rl.ll ..... ll ("(lunl('(l.lI1d .... t"i~hC"d b\ filbric h\ ("01\1("\.1. rim .lnet h.N' C'\C' ("Iim..llt'd \C' ;;('ll'qui"aknb e.ll( ula!rd, 

,md \"(',\('I t)lx" dr.l .... 11 li,r arr-hi\t'" \11 poU('" rrpn"t·ntt·d h.1S ht"t'll iIlu'tf..lIf'd in pn',inu, publi(.:.Ition~, and i IhtT"­
lim' nnt illu,tldtl"d ht"rt'". 

I wo ~llt'rd~ Cli Rom;!11 ponc~ .... rrr pn'\('IH in Cflnt('Xb ',00 and :J:ll I'hc"c' ("olllprist"d a 1.llt' Rmn,lIl hl.l\1.. hUf' 
ni~l)('d ~hall{)\\ cli,h '("ClIlt('XI :lOO and a pc",ibl(' lalt' Iron \~/("".lrh Rmn.Ul tCJaN' -.and\ WC'\\'<lrr in (,(jilin! 'i21. 

I ht· mt·clic·,.11 pnltt"I)' ("()mpriM'~ nlll~ it "m,,1i Prol)()rtioJ) of lilt" tot.11 '-l"t"mhl.l~t' 12 ~ht."f('" O"lh kg .. 22"0 11\ 
nUmhC"f 1 he- m,lin I-..brie tradition i. .. Oxford l.al('" 'kdit",.11 '\.1(1' f.lhri<" \\1 nil' lilhric- l\lX' i, a prociw 101 Ihc' 
BriIl/Bo.u'\t,dl kiln, in Rud,inl{ham,hir(" ,md i .. ff·pn·..,.ntC'd h, hil{hh dnor.ut'd IU~ in Ihi, in,tam't'" 1(~'lhrr '\llh 
IMnhllh'ji("IMf"d iI.tiu'!"r ju~, Ornl'r mrdit'''u I:lbril I'pt' .lfI· undn-f('!ln"""'llltd .It thi ,itt", \\ilh nnl\ nnt' 10 t .... n 

,had of (.Irh mc-din,11 fabric ~1)C' , !>uC"h a~ St. '\f"ut"s '\.Irr I:'hrit R a S.l.\o-'\rmnan Rint ~It(-d fahric;" I.tlmt 
HI' .Hld OxfimJ 1_lr" \t('{Ii.',al v.ar(' fahric _\C Othc'r Willmon Chli-ml In'" ,ud, .L\ Oxford ).Ic-dit'"\al \\,tn· fatlli. 
Y .1 ,111(1\ Ikrk hilt· labric; fabri, \G and a \\'("';t Ekrl hlrr lahrit l.-tlm< ,\Q .m' al~1 limltt'd in numlJt·r. I1w 
impli(.-ttioll "hh(' l;tck flf prt"' nth (TntUI"\ m.iIl·ri.al i, Ihal tht' ~ilt" d.ltI,,; lrom lilt' mid I() I.H(" Hlh ("('11Iur. \\ 1lf'1I tht' 
nrill/Uo3Nail indo try domin.llt"d Ih(' nurkt'1. 1111' pt~1l( I' HI hillhh d,·U)fillt·d ju~ 11(1\\1'"\('1' dr)(""<. nOI aulum.Hie.lI].. 
lI~t"1 .1 hij{h ~I.IIU~ ~itf": tlw ran'tt" of nl.llt"ri,11 I~ pt'rfnth C nn~i"I("nl v. ilh {)llwr nll'flit'\.11 hnu""hold .. in (hfnrd. 

Onh .1 li'v.- e(lnlf'xt~ tan 1)(' d("-.( .illC'"d do' mt"dif'"\aJ t·ol1ll'Xh. in th.-tl Ih., f"ol1ll'xt ('Olliaillrd onh mC"di,'"\'aJ malrri.rJ. 
I lww ('nntl'xt~ (.111 he.' dilll'd from Iht'" (·.Irh-mid I'lth n'nlul) nll\hlHI on Ihl' h.1 h of Iht" di.llQln tic' ~llt'rd~ ,md 
illdmk (nnt('X! t11. 'llli 'l:.?H .utd 5 .. 2. 

nw IXht-m('din,11 pottl'n IClnm the m,ljori.l~ (If tlif a. ,t'mbl.lI{c· Ilh ~llI"rrk \\c'lllhin~ 2.8 "It. 7S .... b) numbe.'r, 
d.lting from tIle' llilh n·ntun- tn Ihl' 14th Ct."1l1U1) , and (ulI,i'lInl,:- nMinh ulllx.11 ~Ia/t'd r('d I'anlwlmaft"s ,~hidl 
'lIIXT"('(k otlwr potu'l) 1)1)("' in thl" mid·1alt· 17th (('111U1) Brill po\l-mrc!i("\.11 potu'!') j, al",) prc·>;('nt in ~m.11I qU.lI1lil­
it·". ImportC"d m.IIt'rial dilt(" from th(" lal(' 16th to early 17111 (entur), ,Inc! indutlt·, ,"UdOi (;n'{'111 SUnl'\ Whill' W,\l1" 
\"1""""1" RIlf'ni,h \,mkilrd \h('-f(h. and Ci~t('r("i;\n-l)1x' 1.1IlLlrd ... 1 II\,~.IJ:,'d dnltt j;u .11\(1 (.uIOl.,'1l('/Fn'llwll l-"cC-' lUI{! 
.md drinkin't jUl.,"i dating from Ill\' ('Mly-mid 17\h ("('lIlury .In' prt· .... ·nt in ,nt.11I Iluml>t'r" Lngli h ~tUl'('W,IlT lanl..ml 
b,,,,· • ~t.lfford,hiff' mnult"d bm .... llwaf(" bnv.l~ and SI.lffiml,hln· .. lip"oul' pl.lltc'r.. all" .111 f"pn-o;,(,ntt'1:1 and d.Ut, Irom 
Ihe f',ldr IBlh (('l1Iul) ul1\\ard~. TIl(" maJorilY ufthe Icxal t'.lrlht·nwilrf', M(, npc:lllonm, ~Iip Irailc'd di,h('"~ "illt W('('n 
wan IMillll'd cm thc' ,lip clt"('()r.ltiull and large P,lllchinn ... lIltl 1)()lTill~t'N \\ hi, h dalt' from 111('" 1.1t('" 171h (e-nill" \\11<"11 
Iht, 10(,11 il1llu,ln C'x)landt'd il~ rallg~ 10 induct<- \I' ,c'l I\PC" 11m c()\c'lnl h\ IInpC)fIl·d IIl<It("rial. Ilw rim 01 till" 
<ii,ll(" .mel pnmnltc'f"; U'O((' I that rhr red t"drthl'lmart" \(1ISC'1~ dolll' Irum till' l.:.Iu' I 71h (t'IlIUI"\ 10 IllI" mid I Hill ("I'nlUI"\ 
Ill(' prt''i('III'(, til ~I.dli.lrd,hirt, whit,· ,aJl'!itI,vrc! \\art' .md 1:ltlUl) V..lfI' ~1lI11 .I~ (:rr,un .... arc· .mel 'I r.lmrfr Printrd 

\\.-tre· iudi,al!; a laIC' Uhh,("(ntu~ 10 19th-n'ntul"\ prc>L,'TC' I<ln 
10 (ofl(luck, th(' \ill·.11 11,,1\.,,\1·11 Ford comp.lrl"s \\f'li "lIh 1.\It' nWdl"\.11 ,md pmt-ml,diF,.11 itt', III (hlurd .lIlri 

.1pPC·af"llll) hC"IYl'ir.u in Ib roln1(C" olfdbri<: .md fi'OlI t\l)("" 111(' pn-St"lll(' ol-.(.lI\t· \f"" I, lIeh a, till' EIlI.:1i h tunc'''", I' 
t.mk.ud allti thr t,tnhc'Il\\!lre plallt·r.. and Stall(,rci- hirt" eli h .. ,; MI' 1IItlic.ui\c· 01 IdHm, .md dldlOuSt"$ hUI Ih~ 1Il.-t1i 
.Ulluunt nf nMIt'ri.11 l~ inl'ondu,i, t'. 

K. 1I.IIdon ,,\ilh.1 lUlltribution b~ ,\1 ~Idl()r, '1 .. 111' S,lxnll dnd nwtlil'\,ll pow"" in Ii Durh.lm, .\rrh,u"olo'tir.11 
1Il\("ti({iuiom at SL _\lel.ut"\. Oxftlffr, OtOllUllHn, xlii I~l]i III ~I) 

P I{omlt. 'T)\I" Potlrry', in P Bocnh, ,\ Ru~1r ,mel (; I\.t·I·\LII. .\ RUIiMllo-Hriti,h Kiln ,ile ,U 1..o\\I'r Fount. 
,"um'h.lI11 C<)unf"I1'I~, ami othrr ,il~ on Ih(' Di<klll ttJ Oxli:Jrci and \\"on!ton III \binKdon W.uer )Iain~, Oxlllrd Jun'> 
Otomnuia. "iii IC~I:J), H7 218. 

')1 ~II'II<)r. \ ,ununJ.l1 of till' 1.1" a."'(,Il1"J,I~'~. ,\ \Iurh III lil(' pottc'n, cI..I\ pipc.", ~I . .h ..Ind ntlwr l'ind~ lroom 
li)urt('('n pl!. d.lling Irnm th." Ihth to mid Ifllh <T'IIUI)', in 1(; H.I '><111. (..1., Halpin. \I ~kllllr .-tnd ullin. 
L.'\:("..I\,II"'1I1 in SI Ll.b.'" Oxford, 1967 76: Part II' OtOmm"flll. xlix JlIAI IHI 2111. 

Ihid. Ifli. 
Ibid 211. 
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Cn-anlle and Stont Building ,\Iatnwl by C\lIH.RI.'E l-'DERWOOJ) KI.LVIU . 

. \ t()I,11 01 71 fragment' of buildinli\" m.tteri.lI w('n' ("xaminrd and rcmrded. -rh(' majority 01 this was rouling malfn.II, 
both 'tont" Ii\('\ .. Uld fC"T.lmi(\ll tht' material ..... "', fra't"lt"ntan !IO If." ml"a$un'mcnb ("ould lx t,u,cn. The" tile:' ('(Ilhi'ltd 

of \linc·t~-t~~ n(llilic Iim~ton(' til('\ dau"d from tht" 1.1It' I :llh In 11th n'lIturit"\. ,md a dellM:' ~d, mnlit'\'al uk 
tlhrlt \\ilh a n-du<t'd ~(., (nrc whilh b pr('-.ent in hmh .\binlotriun and Oxlnrd and Is 'omt'timf"! ~Iol/.('d wilh .t duk 
'tTfTIl ~1,lIC' l"x.lmplr- \ .. ("11" pr("V'nl in C'OIHnl 52H' rhe Wilt til(' fraWlll"nI \\'('r(" pr~ tLlt'"'. (lr.,-l:) dlUl fo ,ihr('ruu~ 
linw'l{Ine IH"Mihh from \\\·,1 Oxforcl .. hin-

I lin',· Ir.Il .. 'l1WIH (II 110M uk \\-.·n" note'd, 0111' 01 whl\ Ii \\,\, tknlT,m-d. hut ,hc" ,ur{;tn'" \\d MI .thrddt'd th,n \hr 

de"~i,," amid not be: a.~~u~n('"d to al1\ "lX" 

All/mal BOlle by "\ I(.OL\ ~COTI 

\ tot.ll III q:J hOIl('" frafit1lwlU~ w('"n" n'{"o\c-n·d 01 ",hirh U \\f"n· idt'lltilird IU 'lxTi." and andlCllnical pMI I.lhk I 
Gt"llt"ralh the bo:}I1'·~ Me in a good st.Ul' of pn·'\C.·f\ .Itllm" I h('1( h ",-mH'" (·vitirlln: (II bUldwn \\ ilh I"l-Vi< • .tl c!r.I\"t"r ~tyh" 
("ut marks" r1wn' is a ,null amount ()f burnin~" Till· dOl{ radiu, ,mel uln.l from colllna "):U art' probahly arti, ul,\t(·d 

1.\1\11. 1 \"I~I.\J. BO,\;f. 11)1."11111.1> 10 SI'I:C:II.'\"1> .\".\1O~11C:.\J. P.\IU 

(""aprull I~ ( " /far" Dill'. 

I"ihia 1 
\1.Uldibk 2 
~ 1,"tM ,U1};.1 :! 2 
!..U(N" tonth 2 
Femur \ 
\ft'I.II.If'K11 2 
i-IurIl("ort" I 
Ilul11("ru, ! 2 
R<ldiu~ 1 
L"lIM 

Ph.tl.tnx 

T(ltal I; " 2 

Flmt by PIIILlPP.\ BR.\DLLY 

.\ ,m.l11 a"c·/l1bl;t~· of 10 pi('«(" or,trud. flint \ht~ r{'((""c·nod from lh.· t·Xl",w.uiu!l\ al Hoh-wdl hlrCl Cnnlc·xt :,)IIJ" 
J. pr("hi~lUri(' old ~ound ,urfa.(", produn:d Ii\{" pi("u' of lIint; lht" r('maindf"r ("aim· from mt'dic'v.t1 ("Ullin I' ,md .\lC" 

lht"n'fon· rC"cirl)l'),urd" Th(' ra\\ mat("rial i~ ()r.\n~t"-hro"u ~\llh ,\hilr ur bull ("one-x and ha~ ~)(I fj,lkin'l" pl"Op .... ti(~ 
\.('f\ litde· ron("x sur\"iw\, and prrtMrrd ("or('\ m.l\ thnC"il.1rr IM\-r IH·t"n brou~ht 10 Iht' ,ilt" li'r funhn r("ciunillll 
IIIC" ("UTt' lTjU\"('IMtioli ilakr indicau· .. lhat (0If" pl.ltll1l1m \-\t"f(" h("in~ lIl.lilllaim"d on ,il('" Both soit J.l\d h,ml-h.llnnwT' 

\\(,1"(. u'i<'d :'\onr uf the pit:n", is paninllarh di.u(lln,Ut in l("rm~ 01 d.llinl( .tlthou~h lilt" ollo-,(·mhla~t" "PIX',u''i IU bt" 
hom()~("Il("()U\" Ill(' r('"touched lom"l' COIN'I (If rc·toudwd and nou-hl·d ilakr', a pit'rcf'r and .m f'1ll1 !lnapn. Tht" 
'iCrapn h~" 8) is on a thin hlank and i~ 1lt',llh n'wudwd: both thi~ pi('ce and llle" Olht'r n·wudwtl fum)' ",uuld IlOl 
IH· nUl III pl.IH" in a :\Ionlithic or earh BmulI· \1((" (·onll"xl '1111" do <'(·l1Ih1.1~'· j, 'Ulnmari,c'd III T.lbl," 2 

Gmll"Tt 

III 
SOl 
>:n 
:')t'l 

Towl 

TABLE 2. C()~ II'()S I110" 01 11.1" I \SS1.~IBI"\GE 

F7Lw"( 

I blad('-likt' n.tk.· 
I 
-t including a ("Ore- reJU\("Il.ltltln H.lk," 

fi 

Ilutched flak!" 
plt"rlTr 
r('tom"ht'd Hak." 

'"lUi saaprr 
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Fig R llint ~rapn from nmtnt ')-j!j 1'\(611" 2I'J 

Small Fi"d.f by 1.1.1<.;1\ .\I.I.L:\ 

\ lut .• l 01 'l7 !nt"I,ll ohlrct~ \\t'rI," fr-c()H'Tt'd from the- txca\.Hi(}n~ at I-Iolv\\dl Forel; of lht'<;t' 7 "Cfe cnppc-f a110' .md 
:.!O iron \1I,)u" uhjrn'i .... ('r(" X·ra .. rd and Mt" cawogued in dr-tail hrl(m rh(" COpprf .tJl()~ Ob,j(,CL'i includC' a Ira~n(,1ll 
Irom .\ ~lInpk 'ilIUMC bucUt' framt' ",ilh an iron pin i\ltOlCht'd. IIf ill(it-trrminahlc d.ut', 1 .... 0 ~wing pins of tlit' talt' 
161h 171h (cllIurirs .. nail or lack and thT('r unidelltif.C"d obJt't"'s, '('hr iron objn" in<:iudt' a lar~t' o;qUMI" butkie 
fr.lm(" ~ ibl:. lrom a hor"'-f' h.lm('" a~1l ofindt{C'nninah1t- dalr Iht" f('rn..J.in'i oflhr handJr from a <;(",1..1(' tan~ knitf-, 
It'n flail, and ril.:hl umd(,lllifwd OI~J(,CL". 

f.i'fJprr a/1m' o&y(ll 

I. flu/All. topper ,1110\ .md iron. inmmpll"tC". ha'tl1lC'nt from" M'jU.lft' buckle"' Iramt' ..... ith iron pin atlachc-d L: 'H mill. 
etx: :1:30 SF'7 

"1. .. YU111/: flln, ("()PPIT ..Il1o) , ("ompli'h:. Pin wilh wirr "OUTIC! ~p!wrkal h(',ld Dm\\ll pins ..Ire kno ..... n a~ rarl) as thr 
nlt"dk\"al prriod ... mallrr fillt"r pim such a.~ thi..~ 011t'1 r('~ultinl.{ from ,I (h3n~(" in fOhhion art' mort' common in the"' 
1 bth and 17th tTnturi{"s. I.: 21) mill. Ct.,: 505 SF: I. 

'1 VtI"l'W" pm. (01l!> .. r .tlloy, mlllpl("tc. Pin with wilT ""(lund 'pht'rical h{",ld, trac('\ f)f :\FP on 111(' ~h,lIlk Comm('m~ 
,H li}r ritt. nn. 1 .• llx)\"(· I...: 17 111m. CL': ')07 SI 1. 

\Ulilr.uJ.. ('oPlx'r 311m. il1fOmpit"lt'. Circular flat fJ.II12;l'd hf"i1d, 'qU.irf" '>("'c{loned .. h.mk I...: -1:l mm, (;tx: :)\:J SI 

.). SJutl. ('oP!>(') ,llIoy, infompkt(' I"hr("(' fral.{tn("nt~ from ,\ rt'('I.UlI{UI.lr 'htTI, ont' ha~ <l ~mgk circular pnloralinn 
L :!h mm CL' :;.$0 ~I ') 

h. Shrrt, wpJl('r .1111)\, inwmplt'It' .. 'It'll Ira~nl'l1b lrom ,I pl'lin C'opp('r allm ,hC"c-I. a1!lrrt'~larh ~hap('d. Lrnv;th of 
\on~t"l rral(mrnt 27 mill Cl" 557 sr' 8. 

7. Obyrt, wppn allO\. incomplt'lt" Fragm("nt of full' (opp('r 01110\ )Iwc't. ilTt'l{Ul.lr in "hap<". cL."una~l'd around tht 
('d~(' , ri\'rt Inrnul.:h tht' ("('ntf(' and Iracc~ of 'FP on thl' upprr lilcc. po .. !>iblr- mount 1.:6 mm. Cuc3()7 Sl: 2. 

/rull OhJutl 

8. Bu.-U" iron, wmpil·l(". LM~t' ...quart' bu('k1t' rram(' \\ith pill. I.A8 mm (:1", 500. 

9, Sf,llt t.lI1ft k1ll/t. iron and 'FP, incompku:. Tht' 'l(alt' t.lI1g h.l~ two ptrforaliom. um' "ith tnr ri\t't .. till rc·maininl.!; 
rile" ri\'('1 ,IIlO lilt' shoulder platt' MC Ilon f('rmus 111t'\<lI, unly a \"('1)' ~h()rl sruion of tht' blaclt fem.lins. I.: 75 nlTn 
Ctx'130 

\1 lJiddl(' ,mel K B.ud,\~.', .... ln~ Pin, dnd \\'Ift", In \1 BIddie- td Oi!J«t anti fjurwnry III m,J,r.>al WVI(,vJtt1 
\\ill(h("t("r Studits 7, l<l9<l, 560 I. 
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In. \alj, Iron. ,\;Lil~ \\("1'1" rt'w\(>r("cI from tht" fi)lIm~in" ("('IlI('XI~: 'ill. Se)] (x], no (x2 500 xl, and 1Uh. lull 
de .uh .U'" .. uLlhl{' UI dn hiH', 

11 I'ml. iroll. IIllolTlplt·lt· Sh.wk unl, rmm do hnt' p'HIil. he'ad Im~tnl1;. hnt' n .. il or pm_iill-. a pin. I"V mm. Cl'lo. 
-,II 

I.!. \1.,-, t lI.me"llth lIl.m-ri,l!. Illlllmpll'lt iron trIll '\l'r!' 1\'( m('It'd fiolll lOlllt'xb 518 and :308: .tIl imvmpkl(· fr.IRlIlt"1I1 

{)'noll III'" In'l11 ."nlt"xl "I'm. tUlidl'nlillrd inJII tliJjrcl "C'U' n'(i,\nc'c!lrom (1)IlIC'XL-\ :i.\5 and 'Jl0 )(1 .lIlflt .... ,1 

IIIlSCtll.mlnu fragmellts \Int" rrlll"c'n'ti hotu rlllllr'Ol, "do ,lOti ') n. Fullckt.lJl, arc ;I\"ailahk in an-hi", 

\ !<1Tl,11I.I'S('mbl.lgl' III d.1\ pip!" rr.l~llt'1lI \\,1 n'\mc'n'cI hum tl1I" ill\(·stUt.llion'i ,Itotdl of 111xmJ, or\\hi(h h \\("1'(' 

Lw"mpkll' .1I1t11lnd.llabk, and hi 'It'm jllnn. nw "Ipn h.I\I' I)jTII ~1.1,\ifit'd 'I(Tordin~ 1O O~\\.llrl\ W\ll'Ill, ,\IIt! 
1111 .1''\(·l11h1.It.:~' i ,umm.lri'>C"'d ill Idhk 1. 

Ilw <i,I\.lilll' h(mh 10m' pond v.ilh til(" puth'r~ <i.IIIIII.;, I~I .... I, /i'orn mil In;! 31:2 O\\\illrll~I)('11 .lIld O,fclnl t}lX' 
I:.! d.lll' to 11)(" t'M" 18th U'IIIUl"\, rht, IMml 11,)01 I"IlIlInl 'tn i,.111 () \\,11<1 1,"Pt· h/Oxlilrd 1\,-, .. 7 of I. lit' 17Ih"u"I\III" 
d,ltl' .1I111 houle! n,,1 IKTur aflf"r lil)!l, I Ill" hov.l, frum ')11 ,Ind 'l,):,? \\hi(h Mt" thr 'dlll(" kalur(" imhl(it- Ch",llti 
1\ I)<'s 8/11, 17, I H .lIld (hli)rd t\1X 7. 10 .tIItl 11,1 1{1\ jll~ d mid 18th .. n-lIIun d,\ll', "jth t'xampl(""<, "I' knik Irilmn("d 
1.,\,ls ,I 1)(' t 17111. 111("1"1" 1., iI n' idu.11 f'!c-'IlC'nl (,1'1,111' I 7th-t ("I1IU,.., matt· rial in ,hi, fcalu1'r 

I Ill" Imh ,1l.IIo;.I·1 'Ill,uk \\.1\ tlll.i 'h'm fnull (O'l\t"1 ,")1)7 \\ilh \BH/C) 1'1' in ft'Jit'fin a "Iuar(' Ir.II11(". I'hi~ I (1Il1t·" 

L'i IIf lhh-t'("lIll1n d,lIt" ,1Iul lht" "nl~ kllll\\l1 It "I(" II \hh"n "f till d.II" i, tkn \,,1,"11 of Rar",dl'n tl,iI(·tllll I i")8. 

1 \IlLL (:()\IPO~IIIO:\ Ot (,I~\'I PIPt. \SSL\IBL\GE 

" I 
7 

I" IRCl:\.\II' I \1. LYIDL\(.L I" (.II.I.IY\ ( \.\II'IH.1.1. 

Da" 

('arh Cl81h 
Iillt" c: I ilh 

Jail' Clilh 
... ,t1'hCl8lh po .. t Ii:.!n 

(hit' ..IO·lillt' "'Iii ... lInpl!" \\,1' \.ik.'11 from the' .11111.11"111 h.1I khll 01 lilt' mill ponti "Impl .. I , COlllt'xt :lOil ,mel Oil,' frUIll 
the bOWllll hll 01 Ih. 1.lrJ,t'· ditt II tn IOllildio tlu' ,',1,1 .. I IIII' mill !.unpl., 2. IOlllnl .tZH 

I h,' tiq)(Nh '<llllpkd hMI;I [.0 k~ \uh·,.tmpk prOl~'s,,'d tIl r('I()\'('" ll1ollu't-,. "I·h .... ~uh·~alllpin W('1(' Ilo.lwel ttl 

iI. , 11I1ll. \\lth IllI" ITsidm' i"n"d to 0.". 111m .• 1Ilt! all"ih it·" Durill~ Ihi, pHM (·, .. in~ w,lh·r!uRgt·d 1'rl11,Iilh .... 1·lt· nl",·,' ... rd 
ill .1111]1It' '1, '\(1 ,I portion 01' 111I' drpmil \'i~\I,d[y Iii'll in \\.tll"llol.t~('d rt'IIl;lin\ Wi1\ <;('1C'('I{'d .• md ;1')0 Jl:. IIn.llt·d lO 

\ ()..".llti. (tm 'V>t Jm 1M Ir,/IJV(JIOflJI Ikit \nh.wol Re·p"n. II 147:', \ (h"ald, CI.t\ Pipf'" 111 I.G 
II,I~I c'I.tI "p til l)nt,' I 2'l h2 
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0.1. 1B1Il. I lie tI"l' olml n' Idw \\ol'f!' il." !<d in (~ilh.;tn ( .lmplM'U t,f 1.11/{1i.: II J-It-ril.l.gt" s 1.11\ ir<.nmentoll \n hJ.('IJ :tI{\ 

luil ,II till' l'ni\l"l",il\ \Iu~·um. Oxlord. 
S.llIlplt'" I ul Ib, 18111-<I'nlul""\ hadJilJ ollht'" prnh.thk- nllll'pc,nd 10; conl.lIllnl no pl.UiI rC'"lJldin· N ~nads III tile 

I~)I or ",",idm', Sollnp\" '1.. (.1 th.' und.ued 11.1., ... · fill 3:lH in till' l,u"\(I" dill!t t!~1 1111.·<1 in 1)\ Ih(' 181h 1 ('I1IUI""\ • hold '"lI" 
um,)l'lIllfMhle nolil in tlu' rMltiur 8<'lh drp' II S('t'1T\ In '101\(' unliergvlI(, d'"C,Ii..ihl,uioll It b pn".iblr Iht" III!' L~ on 
.11\ l,ul.lIl"I\ ncon·, .lk.lfI'UU' .Ir('a ill Ihe drift ~('ol,~ humin\{ th,' liu,.,dp\,ulI .ll1d If'l r.llt' Mound O:'<ford 

II ... \ooollrTt"~'i!nl u·m.lins III <;ample'" :."! \\("(t' pf>orl\ prnenrd and mu. h \oo~ hll(' dt'( aH'ri "lOf.lIli, maUrr, hlt-ntih.llok 
pl..tlll \\t'f(' 1'11'.,'1\1 in Ill.lll ..tJ1l01lill" The ,lqU,It], pl.lIlI ' ... lln 1.n·WOII (.albtnrN 'p ... w.lter pl,lIlt.lln I'Llmn 
pJanfogo-atflUltk'a. ,mel Jl.JIII(1J ",lIum ~p. "hO\\ th,. b.t-.r flf lilt' ditl h IlInl.linrd onl\ .. h •• llo\oo 'Iill \ooatn or mud. (;'I"'\'\'t,rt 
r.''''!'UJ rur"!'di'U,' • (h.1r.I(1('"1 j,tic 01 d.lmp l}.lnk.., W.I~ .Ib.o 11,,'Oq'I'\'" Ilu IIth('"r Iwrhol' 1'f1U~ planh indiCate" dlol' till" 

dill h' V'"lIilll( \00.1 pflllo.Jhl~ "I)('n di.,turb,..d ~ound: buw'l( up RIlIIUflClllu turu/r(pmJlbuJho Il-I . Idt hf'n (JvtrJ!/>fJdizmr 
IIlbulII dOl ~ Rllllln .. p. , 'Iingill~ III'ul" ('rtlHI dlUl"I, '>I'II~III".ll ""lily/fa, U(gtlnJ. blat ~ hurehound c-f. 8.11luta n'l,'JII , 
r,II."t.lil pl.uII.lin PianltJ.gQ",IlJ''' knap\\t·C'd (:mbJUr(l1 p., ,lIId '!T.I",·" (,"ramlflllV l'nicknlifi,lbk ,mall \OO1l()(llr.J~lll'lHs 
.tnd ,I \\ illm, \,,/11( hlld ,hIm '-(lilli' tn't" or ~hnlh 1 "H'r 111 till' '11 lIlil) 

11.11Q1Wllh 01 111"11 uf a \oo,unut ,7~la1U Ul,'Ul prob.,hh' 11·IIIT'>I·I1I.1 il1(,(il' h.IIl:,III"\l, \\'alnUh han' 1M.'en r('cmnt'd 
III lil11itnl !luml"'r from ROIll.Ul l)("ri(KI d('pu,it~ but .... ·I·1ll II) I,,· db-t:1H frllm ~.L'I:on .md earl\ nwdit'\'a! l.n~l.tIld, 

,lIId \oo('n' ollh n··imrudllu·d ill th,' hi'th mroin·aJ p"ri,,,1 \\',llnlil dPPI·.!r in ,un,'\, of ht'd~t,ro\\ tH·"" frmn ,\hout 
17ln 

l'iw burit'd .. oil horizon, which \\<1S I(K<lH'd abmt' Ihe Il.ltural ~a\d 111 th(' main arc-a uf till' 
('xCi.l\·auon, would appear tu be i.l reiali\ ('I~ wcll PITSlT\'('d prrhi~toric !{found surfac{" and the 
\\orkcd flill'" r('tric'\'t'd from lhi .. deposit ha\c hc:en {hucd LO Lill' :\colilhir/Bronze .\ gl' pcriod, 

nll'rt, is n·id,.:Ill"t, f()r eXlcnsi\l' pr('hi..stnrir c\ni\'ity in the an'a immcxiiatcJy to the nOI·th of 
()Odiu'd .. \ crial photograph"i appt'ar {O :show f('awr('s ran~lIg from Bronze I\ gc harrows to a 
Roman firld sy:stt,'Ill, ilnd lhis piuun' has becn nmflflTIl'd hy "c\l'ral ('xca\'ation:s. including: 
those in till' sricnn' an'a, \ .... hrre a doubk barrO\\ was !C)l1!l(J." and ill Logic Lane whrr(' a 
double> ring dit<"h wa~ dis("()\'ercd. I"hel'l' have' also Iwell i.1 numbrr of find~ rClrie\l'd frolll 
the ClwrwclJ and lh('\(' inciud(' a Bronze .\ gc' ~w()rd. which was found just to tht' soulh of 
~1,,~d"l('n Brid~l' in 1<)20. 

\ltllOUgh til(' pft'hi"lOrir ilcti\'ily found during the ('xc,l\ation \\il\ fairly low Ic.'\'d it aplx'ar't 
10 l'onfinn i"unll('f bOlh the rxtent and pn'vall'lltt' of prrhi-:.lorir ;Ini\'ity in Ihi\ area. 

n. l>urh.lll1 ill ( n,\ C'j \flU/ttl", 13 IIIS.l. I HI; S, I>urholm 111 (h) '/(JialOi. I ml Q!ldftn-{r \n.lJVUn. If! JI~H'I 2 
I R.ut.:lilk n,p >Lx(d\'aliul\~ al I..(I~\ 1..,aIW (hllll'!"' (h"",nUM. xX\li/x.x,iii \'I()II2. 3S #1'1. 
"w'C' I ,{~ II.l"....a1l .\n ha(""()I~ 01 OxlurU (:11\ in (, 811~"",.J {:o.-,k .lIltl I R,)\ooln I,d .. ,. JJJL l'I'hmoJlDgr uJ 

l4t ()~/ord Rrl,,'1'" IqHh for d rl'n'nt ,ummar. fli Oxlimi" pn'hi,toril .Ir(h.u'ol,)~ 
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~nlf mnhrrrll and Im/-Illulino! mill: the arduu(jlfl,I..~((l1 and d/}(UIfII7i/ll') tudma. ilKorporaling 
dOCllmt-nt.tr) n,,,{',uth h~ It I.! \ '\ \tt'"p. 

lIol~"\\t'1l ~lilL (~piral" .\ mill in two pan". \\.h ~Kquin'eI h~ ~ltTtnn Colleg-t'. lil(" 11 ..... t IMlf 
from 0 '('111'\- .\hhc:~ ,o011 after lilt' Cnllt'gt,\ 1i..und.ltiul1 but hdcllc 1279. and lilt" ,("(:und 
hair in I:BI. I hl' lollt'gt, Ic'N>d the prolx'11~ ,b .( working ClUIl mill. ilnd it \\~ts \\orking 
"hoftly helem' i1'. sal,' to ~tll~daJ, .. n Collcgt, in IRii. hut h) PIO" it \\as a pri\'llte hous(', In 
lht' 20th (TIltU') it ilcqum'd <I brid'liu'larY fault" as th{' hOI11(' or .\J.P. I (1) lor and his lodgn 
D, Ian rhomas, 

,\part li'lml <ltKUI1Wllt,lliol1 of thc t'arly lli"t()11 (If til(' mill. 'Tlt'rred to I" tht, l ,r/ona (.tnm!l 
lIuton . . mel gC'lH'ral manorial records. 1 till' ~Il'rton IllUnilllt'lIl"i ('ontai n lhre(- early itast'S: in 
I I Ti to \\'iIlialll n .l\-yd of 'tht' wi.l1t'rmill of I fol~ WI'I\ \\ ith th l' nwac!ow l"ililt-d Bolhalll <-Iud 
the mr,tc!O\\ h<lIlk 1ll',U the \\.Her to pa'itun' a hOf'.t" wgctlwr "itlt lht, ',.lter 01 fishcry from 
tilt" mill LO tht' north limit of lh(' dl'mcsil(' or Iloly,\- r ll ';lI in I Hf)/7 LO \\' illiilm Sk"lbrok 
togt't!lt'r \\ilh Kin~mjJl. and in iSOf) to Rohl'rt C<1f()\\l'. ('~nl)('ntt'l'. I The ~I l'rton Collt'gt, 
Rt'~i,tl'r" (If LA'a'l'" hegin in 1366. though somt' ,'~\r1y It',l"t':o. art' n'('ordcd in the (oll('{?;l' R(' g)s­
In illducling Rohert Carow('\, I"he leasl"" !"t'ft-r to lht' rqMi,"'I to tilt" sWIll''j and \\hec'ls. ,md 
in i j(jh lIlt're j" <I n'(4:n'I1(:e to lh(' 'high lh,Ullht'r on till' t'~\st sidt· of tht" mill' 11l,t'ding ft.'pair, 

I"hnt· is ,urprising-Iy link' matt'fia.l ill ~Ic'non lnuninlt'nlS ITlatin~ to the mill. sinll' H oh"\\"t'1I 
I" not il'i full~ doruml'nt('d as other-. of it-. 1l1~1I10r", 13c"i<in li't'quenL and not too spe('ili( 
rdi..'n'nn'" to r('pair:o. to lht' mill, and lillli>n pronm'l1wlll. lllt'n: is on,' .Kcount with a "uh"t'lIl­
tiill al110unt or huild ing an i\·it\,. \\'I1('n in I :fih i a weir in BulchamJlle \\-as rt'pairt'd <\!lei til(' 
mill ·sl~lIlk· dc.lred out. 1"11(' \\'eir '1/;""I11S to h.tH h,tel .1 :-.toll" foundation hast'd on piil':o.. and 
to han' "iupportt'd tTl tr,tp'; funhn \\ork was ('arrit'eI out on tht' masol1n of lht' \\C.'ir in I :i:~9 

"lid 1311 2, '. 
l 'llt' Ci\ il \ \ ',\r ddcnc(':-. or Oxford .I\·oi<ied tht' manor of Il ol)"'\r-I l under a '1puiai .lrrangt'­

melll with thl' Crown, a"i \\(" learn from a kiln Ii-om King Ch,lrll's asking the college to 1M} 
fc) r tht' eXp('IN' of cnclosing the ('hurdl and house, within till' Ci\rt ll\\(lrk.s; olhl'l"\\br th('y \\I'f(' 

to b(~ drmolislwc!, ' .\ s <l resuit lht: ckft"IKt.'S h<ld to "ikirt till' existing huildin~ <md lorm a 
plitin ha~ti()n roul1d the milL iL"i ... ho\\,11 on d(' (; 0111111(' .... Ihll Illap of till' ddi.'IKI'S l"ig, ~)I. 

/h~ 1 tunallrlD1Jjth ( nh1()\/'III.I\ ito 
\Intoll <.ol!tw' (:,llnlCl.n or i)C"t"'d unpuiJl. I ". 2 Iluh"dl. (lP- " .! Rt·\It,11 1101 1hflll -I-l-R \I('oUUl 

12M:! I hq:! .lIlCl eJl! 1)0 (""lilt Koll I H 1 I hRlI . th,'r,· I .III1<1I1~"1 th, ,,·rll.ll .. ,I 'ill~,," mill .1< (()Ull! (If 1 I ~ I :.2 I") HI 
:"It'rll)ll (:t)l1t,~" ( .. 111-11(1.11 (ll l:k("d .. .! 11111.,..",,11. 1I IIhM 21)7.! 
Ihid 17/171 'l~02 

Ihid, IMII7.! Ii'll! 
II L. <'",lin. U't:i,trum , Innillium (.lJIIW" _\lrrt,mnlljl (hi ill,1. ~tl( 7h H7, :t.1l .1:\1 "l('tdwr, .I/,rllm Rf![. 11111 

r,,1l. I/"tm 1.5:!/ (,7, .!II. 170; ihid. 1:)h7 I flO I, I, J (hI'. Ilbl. 'till 11,'\\ 'o('r 11 I 
",IIII'r IIp. tit. 110tl' 17, 1:11. I.ltt"r 11-01"" h,\\"(' 1I0t IIITII n'.\(1 fill rl'iI'tl'!I('I' III th,· builtl inl{'>, 
1 .. (. II Krill, -Tilt" nt,U\or of }-iuh,,,'11 in th, I.itl' 1 ~th ,lIltl c'MIt 1 Itll (I'nturit· unpubl, I .... prq).ul"tl lor r/\(' 

I/Ilton ojlM (nll'tT II) projc"tt, qunlill~ \Inton .llTounb 1197, II!lel ,md 1")01 
\krtoll CaknrldT, ii. t'l p, 173 
I~>rll \1", 1111" (hun h, Ihi' f('produf(·d.l pl,It!· ,:\ii in R I I ... llln, LJ" Pdl .. Otl' .mel I (; Philip. \ 

«(lI\tl'ntpor.l~ \1,11' ()/Iht" f)"lelltl of (hli.rc! in Ihlt (J, IItnUUf. I lej,l, 11,1 ~2 
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rhi. ... i ... thought 10 Ix- rene-ctcd in the 'hapc of tilt" do",C' ('a ... , of tlw mill. and tht, ,hon h'l1'{th 
of \\('( ditch "h(mll on Log~n"" map of 1673. 

On 1...c'K~an\ map hg. 10 lhe mill ihdf appt·~ ill ,oint detail and j ...... ho\\-n to han" 
.1Ilrilla~ \lnlCtun-... extending into the area of Iht· ('XCil\dlion. Richard D,n-L'i's map of Oxlord 
of 17<17 I-i~. II aho ... ho\" the mill, ilnd what i ... po ...... ibl~ tilt' partially badjilled mill pond 
111 lht' area to the..' north of the mill. The fif',t {-clition O.S. !luI' of 1878 ... ho\\'~ no o;ie;nific..'31ll 
lhan~(' .. in Ihe lOpograph~ of tht> sitt', hUI dot, ...... how tlH' detail of tht· 1;1'01 mill and its all( illa~ 
buiJdin~"'. immt"diatcl~ prior to It'i convcrsion to .\ pri\'illt' hou ..... ' 

B~ ob,t:n.-ing this 19th-("('lltury plan, and c()mparin~ tht' layollt to lilt' prt"t"nt hou<;(' Fig, 
I . it appri:lf'i thilt many or the l'xisling huildin~ wnt' mert>l) modified. and lh~H lhl" on I) 
romplt'lrl) 11l"\\ building rrrcted \,a<.; the Iloniwrn rxtl'n<.;ion to thl' Ca'il wing, 

On all of lht' map~ on \,'hich lhl' mill appears, dating fi'om 15RR ol1\\ard<.;, tht" building 
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.. ' :~.,:'-' 
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shown is th,lI of a straddle mill. T'his type of mill lilt'rally Mraddles the mill stream, with th\' 
w,W,>r f1owin~ throug:h [\ .... 0 arches uncit'mrdlh the mill. The \'."alef passing Ihrou~h the first 
arch powers the ,vhecl and the b)1>ass \\"al('r flow"I 3\\<1y through the second arch. rhe arches 
bdongin,,{ to the l~\st phase of working mill arc still yi'iiblr bent'ath lhl' present Holywcll Ilous(' 
and an' best seen when viewing the house from lhl' south-cast. 

rhe thrrt' largt· Slfrlch('s of east west aligned wall fOOlin~') discovered in the (''\.('<1\<.1tiol1 

would <lppt·t\r to represcnt three huilding phasC''i of lhl' north \\ all of a fairly substamial strul­
IUIt', 'vhirh wa" ,itual<'d in tht' area of till' (lUTenl ('dsl \\in~ of the house. I'll(' ('x(',\\-a('(1 

walls may nOl 11l'{"('s':iaril) han' fc)mwd pan of a building, ilnd might t'qually reprc.· .. c·11l ~t 
higlHvalled, ('nciosrd yard. Log-gan\ \,Ie\\ of 1675 shows that a walled yard lay Ilonh of lIw 
mill building;-. in the lale 17th n·IHUI). TIll' fae t that tht' tluCt' phases of wall are roughly on 
the ')<llllt' li ll(' appears to indicate that rill' ')(1I1W, or a similar, s(rUl'tun,"~ had bcen p.utiall) 
demolish('d and rebuilt at least t" ice in tht' ')amc po..,ition, each timt' utilizin~ the I(amcialion 
of its pn·de('(-ssor. The burning stains which occurred along- tht' ",hok length of the I01(('st wall 
perhaps suggest that this third phase of the stnlUure had burlll down. 

The earliest phase of thr struUurr. which had the i.L"ihlar blc'}{:ks lining rlw in .. ide f~K(-. 
trulleatt'd deposits containing 141h-c:t'ntu!) pottery, indirating it to bl;:' no cariit'f than thi ... 
dalc. Tht" large, reused, archill"rlural fragmt'nt Fi~. i' which was built imo this ,\all i, of 
LLlrly English style, dating from the btl? I :~lh or eark Ihh n'lUury. and would hit\"{, bern 
brought in with othn stone from dcmolition \\ork at .mothn ..,itt'. p().,sibl~ from ~h-l1on Coli· 
ege which 0\\ ned the mill, or from the Il(~arby ~t. John"" I lospil<ll. ,vhich '\ as partly dCllloli.,lwd 
in 1·158 .. \s it seems probable Lhat then.' would bc somc c:onsidnable length of time bt'LW(,CIl 
tht' art'hitenural fragment being used in ilS original locatioll, and lhen being- i.lsi.\ilablr for 
rCU')t'i.L'I buiJdin'{ stone, it is mOrt' likt'ly that lhe ,\ .. 111 d.u('s from th(' 15th cemury, 

rhe exact funnion of the ashlar lining is un("(Ttain, and il" intelvretation is mad!' difficult 
bv the I~Kt that only a small part of this stnH:ture could be observed in tht' t'xl'"i\\· .. nioll. It 
s('('ms highly likely, howe\'er, that such a lining indicates a chamber helm\ ground len-I, and 
as <lny such i.t chamber in this location would flood it was most prohably a t .. mk of sOllle 
dc·;c.:ription. 

rhe documt'ntal)· evidence suggests that th(' nwdievJI mill had both a fishery an<lchcd, and 
cd traps along the weir. and therefore ont' possibility is that this was a lank L1sed for kt'('ping 
fish for the table, either for domestic lISC, or cOIl1Il11'1c:ial sale," DOfumentill)' t·\·idcnc:e IC)f tht' 
USt' of such fish tanks exists from the 16th ft'ntUl)· elt the manor 01" \\'ooke\ in Somt' ..... t't. 
and in rc{·em exccwaLions of a l1'1cdic\·al ~f<lnge at Dean Coun Farm in Cuml1or, Oxon., 
t\\O Slon(' lrough"i, also thought to be fish tanl" wcrt' found within the area of tht, kiHhen," 
Tht> existcncc of a fish tank helm\. wound k'\"('1 would fxplain why the ahon·-g-.·ound Willis 
W('l"(' "ic\l'raJ limr, rebuilt in the sanU' position, <lllowing continued lise of the tank. 

I"he nonh-west forner of the structure f(.)fmed by the narrow wall 502. and the w('lI, wen' 
both cut into the backfill of lht, 18th·n.>mul) di')lurhanc(' 5·15, and appt'ar to bt' part of i.l 
contcmporary phase. The narrow \ .... ·all fOOling had only ;.1 very shallow foundation and was 
therefore almost certainly just a small ancillar, buildin~ or CH'n a garden \\all. 

rhe date of origin of the millpond aL Hoh,\\(,11 i ... unknown. The purpose of i.\ millpond i, 

DnOIl R.o. Lx~·t("r. Rolle papt·rs 9h~I/Bnx 1/1 SUI"\l') Olllw \1.lI1or nl\\"ookq 155; 8, IT,Ul"{rip' ,uppli('d 
b\ Joan 1I •• ,ler. Wookn L()(·;tl lIi'101) Group: 'oun dos('" ,.ml ,,",til('" "".lter mnn~n't throutthu· .U1d "ilUcd •• bout 
\'"'\1111":2 tullt'" lrU .... TS for 10 k{'pe .\IId .... <tler f),h(· in \1. 

I .\Ikn. \ ~ledin·aJ Gran~c of\hin~duT1 \hhl'"\ at nt·an (:ourt I aml, CUlllnm, O...:on.' (),,,nwl\l./l. lix 1991 
21<J Hi 



HOI."'EI.I FORD 295 

to act as .1 n." {'r .... oiT > 'IOrill~ water up ... tream of lhe mill: "luiCt~, attached to the pond thell 
allcm ~I supplv of water to flo\\ through the mill al a ~tt'ady ral(,. Sluices are also needed to 

rq~ul<H(, the amOllnl of water which flows mto the millpond to 3\"oid flooding. A wau:r cou~(' 
or ')etH', \\hi,-h run, from the pond and b~lla'i"'(''' the mill to rejoin the stream on the other 
"jell', is al,o nCt'cil'ci to avoid flooding. Tht" nCrt'S,ilY for a millpond a1 HoIY'\'vcll \ .... ould han' 
arisen when thl" waler ~uppl) became erralic dm' to hea\) demand and di\-ening of the supply 
hy olhn mil),,;: thi., is knO\\ n 10 han' occurred in 1he ITI("ciic\'al period, as in 1 .... 86 ~ l a~da]('11 
C()II('~(' ,u .. rrred to relllo\"(' a newly-built mill which \Va", impeding: the mill at Il ol)'\'\"cll. I A 
millpond must ha\.'(' existed at Holywdl from the l11edie\'a l period, although the only clear 
d(KulTIentary n,fcn'ruT to it is from an IHth-ct'ntury documcl1l, which describes a fishery 
(':'>.tl'nding from 'i':C\"- Park corner to 11 01),\\'('11 mill-pond'. The maps of this period appear 
to ~ho\\ that the pond \..-as alrrady partially bad-jiBed by the 18th c("lllury, and no longer in 
working U"i{·. It is pos'\iblr. howen'r, thaL the n'fcrrnc(" from 1h(' I-lth CCIllU')' describing Lht, 
cleaning nut of Lhl' mill 'stank' is in facl refnring 10 tht' pond. 

In the Mca to Ih(" north of the mill trench 2 deep deposits orelay containing 18th-cemun 
matcria] \,"'n' found. and these are almost certainly thl' barkfill of the large featur(" which is 
Shm\ll in this location on 18th-crntull maps. T1w north-south aligned feature (5 11 I, which 
Wib u)und immediately to the ea')t of the mill. (·ol1lained similar layers of backfill except that 
the pottcry from thest· deposits was slightly earlier in date .• \s only small areas of these twO 
features were nbsen·cd in the exc3\·3tion their function and dimensions could not be fully 
l· ... lablishcd. H()\\t'\Tr, gin'n their considerablr depth <.lnd locations it st'ems \·ery likely that 
these ft'aturcs !"epn'sent the backfilled millpond. to the north of the mill, and a bypass strram. 
runnmg from the pond, around tht' bark of tht.' buildin~. Davis's map of 1797 Fig:. 1 I shows 
,1 '>cp<'lratl· hody of wat('r to the south-east of the mill, <md this would appear to be the remnants 
of this bypass st!"('am, at the point wl1('re it rejoins the mill stream or 'tail race'. 

rill' ('11\·ironml'ntal n;dence from til(' soil sample taken from the bottom of the large cun'ing 
ditch 1~~25, located in the area to the east of th(' mill indicates that the ditch contained only 
"ihallow. still water or mud, and is therefore unlikely to br associated wlth the mill's water 
S}sH·m .. \ !though tllt'n' \vere no finds from the boltom of the diLch, the finds from tl1(" upper 
half of til(' layers of backfill ran~ed in datr from tht· mid 17th felllury. from half ,,,·ay down, 
10 the latc 17th/tad}" 18th century at th(' top of the ditch. Thi'S apparent 17th-century datl' 
for the' baddilling of the ditch, in addition to its location and character. would seem to sug~est 
that the mo..,t likc)y function of the ditch was related to Oxford's Ci\'il \ \'ar defenc('s; ('iLiler 
a .. a {"(>Oll'mporary featurc associated with thc bastion which surrounded the mill 10 the east. 
or perha".., more probabl) as part of a temperan·, preiimin3n· defence \vhich existed prior to 
Lhe (onstruclion of thr bastion. 

It is known lhilt a number of prrliminary deft'nn':-' \ .... (·re constructed to the north of Oxford 
in lb ~2, whkh wl'I"'r destroyed almost immediateI\- wht'n the City fell into lht"' hands of tht' 
Pariianwl1tarians from 12 September to 29 October of that year. " ~ lany of these early 
dcfl'nn's wer(" still unfinished ilt the lime of their destruction, and their exact IOfi-Hion and 
('xt('1ll are uncertain. Givcn the importance that a mill \\'ould han' had to the economy of 
the City at this time, it would scem quite' probable.' that thcs(' early defences would han' 
incorpomt('d it; it is ther('fore possible that the ditch di')co\"('red in the area to the cast of the 
mill wa ... in(h'ed part of this initial. short-lin'd phase or Oxford's Ci\;1 \Var defences. 

~ oJ>. (il. nnll· II 
Oxf(-,rd l·ni\('Nil) \rdliw, \\ P.p 13 :2 
R. I I..allf"\ ('1 OIl. 0p. cil nott" 11 




