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TIllS pap" is bas,d on lhe Tom IIflJsall uclu" dLliuertd 10 the Oifordsill" Archlleelural and Hulorual 
Sowty by Richard Bradlty m J 995. 11 prmnts a synlhtSls if "cml " 'ork on th,. \eoltthic and Br01l;;' .lg' 
periods ;', Ih, Oiford "!(IOn In Ih, lighl if nm' disco,,,",s and importanl changts i1l OTchOJ'ological thmking 
aboul I",", periods. 

1~'rRODl'CIIOj\; 

T his paper is based on the Tom HassaU Lecture delivered by Richard Bradley in 1995, 
and [or the most pan it follows a similar formal. The public presentation of these ideas 

dTe" extensively on ,,,"'ork carried out by members of the Oxford .\rchaeological Unit. For 
thal reason it seems only right that in the printed version of the text they should be allowed 
to speak for themselves. That is why there are now fouf authors \\.'here there was originally 
one. The objective of the paper remains the same as that of the original lecture. It is an 
allempt to draw lOgether the results of recent work on the Neolithic and Early Bronze Age 
periods in the Oxford region. 

It is impossible lo do justice to all the available material. For this reason our staning point 
will be three papers published in the 1 980s, for these represent the most recent allempts at 
synthesis. In 1986 the Neolithic period was considered in detail by Humphrey Case in his 
contribution to 'The Archaeology of the Oxford Region'; I a rather d.ifferent interpretation of 
the same material had been presented by Richard Bradley and Robin Holgate two years 
earlicr.2 The Bronze A~e was treated in a separate contribution lo the 1986 coUection,1 and 
again the present discussion builds on that account. 

v"hy is a new synthesis needed only ten years later? Il would be easy lo say thai this is 
because of the growing pace of discovery, but thai is only part of the reason, for the significance 
of any new finds is coloured by important changes in archaeological thinking. Naturally, that 
affects our perceptions of current work, but it also demands a new interpretation of much of 

H. Ca.~, "nlC Mesolithic and Neolithic in the OxJord rrgion" in G. BriW. J Cook and T Rowley (eels. !, 77u 
.lrchatOlogy ojllll O:cJord Rtgi(Jt1 {Oxford University Depanmenl for EXlernal Sludirs. 1986), 18 37 

, R Bradley and R. Hol~le, 'The :\'eolitbic 'Ioequence in thl: uppc:r Tham('s .... aIley·. in R Bradley and]. Gardiner 
eels. ), .YMI,ihU Saulw "BAR 133, 198-l-), 107 34 

R. Bradley, 'The Bronze Age in the Oxford ar('a: iu local and rt"glonal si~ificanc(" , in G. Bri~.J . Cook and 
T Ro ..... \(' .... :eru . ~ ArduuolnD ofthL O:r:fOrd iU?;ion 'Oxford University Departmem of External Studies. 1986). 3S ~8. 
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lh(' mall'rial that was discU',<;rd in 1986. For this rra"ion our paper is partly a rc\"iew of ne\'~ 
di ... nl\('Tin, and pardy an e""iay about idras. 

OrH" fundamcntal chan~(: concerns the ">calr of analysis. For some time it has been clear 
that tlie rhn'c .. \gr SYMcm imp(·dc ... our undl'rstandin~ of British prehistory. There is substan· 
tI,ll ('<lllIinuil) bt,t\\('cn the LaIc :\('olilhic period and Liw Early Bronze Age, JUSt as there is 
b('l\\l'('n the 1"",'1.(( Bronze A~t· and the Early Iron .\'{c. Con\"cNcly. one oftht' most significant 
Im . .'ab in lhl' elllire sequcnn' onurs towards lhl' middlr of the Bronze Agc. For that rc~on 
tilt' )c1~J5 rom I Ll""illll...c'nurf' ahanclonl'd till' rOTl\'('ntional period division t'ntir<"iy. combining
til(' '\t'olithi( pnlod with the.: early parl of tl1C' Brona' Age. \\"r shall adopt the same approach 
hen' Thi 'i allow ... U" LO di~cu"s a rontinuou:-. ... t'ljUCIKt' t'xteneling from about 4-000 Be to 1500 
Be in calendar year .... The knurl' al'io ('mployed a rather looser gt'ographical framework than 
'Tht' . \rdlacology of the Oxford Rrgion' willl ib distribution maps of sites in the mo<lern 
("{)urHY of'Oxfordshin'. A pril~ati(' definition oftht, 'Oxford region' would be the arC~l ",hose 
'IITh<.\{'olo~ ('ontribUlcd directly 1O earlier prt'historic d('\'t'iopmenLS in the L'pprr 'rhame ... 
Valley I ·i~. I . Rath('r th'ill prcjudg-in~ the i'islll' b, dJ'<lwing- an arbitrary boundary', that is a 
question to 1)(' inn ... lil'f<lt('d . 

. \lthoug-h Lht' conventional pf'riod labd .... lIT It ...... often u"rd now that ahsolutc dating 
I1lnhods arl' a\"ailablc, the traditional l('rl1lil1o!o~ I'l'tains its power to mislead. This is Oil(' 

art'a in \\ hie h opinion has "hiit('d signiricanti~ OHT th(' last len years. The tenn '~eolithic' 
rai,,(' .. t'special problem .... for [hi ... is it \\ord whith has (hanged its connotations.! Ori~nally It 

\\~lS .lpp!it'd to lht' practice of polishin~ stollt' arttf~\(,l\. but inneasingly it ca.tn{" to stand for 
('arly agricultur(, It \\a~ in this ... ('nsf' that tht' t('fln W<1" ust'd by Cas(" in 1986. 

\\'Iwn he \\as \\ritin~. it Wib gl'nnall)- .u~Tt·ed that ilWirUitUrt' wa" the defining chari:lneristic 
of the :\('olilhic period lind that it was from the adoption of farming in prehistoric Britain 
th~\l mht'r dn'elopmcnts followed. Farming- \\ilS introdunAd by scttlers from Continelltal 
EUfOpl'. \ftn an initial phase of (o!onisation .\!lel ('xlwrim('nt , communities became largrl} 
... ('drlltarv and dr\'e'!oped an awicultural surplus whid1 \\'a.s enough to fmanec the crc"llion of 
stone and (,drthwork monUllll'l1lS. Case has referred to lhi" phase..' as one." of'stabk adjustment'.~ 
.\t lhe same til11t, f~lrJnillg \\'a'l intt'graU} r('laled to lht' (Tration and operation of such ITIOIlU
I1lCnb. Lone; barro" ... for inslamT. WCrt' prohahly lnritorial markers." 

I'hat interprrtation secms incomisLCI1l with tht' ('('suits of tht' research undertaken o\'er tht' 
la ... t [('n )<·a("o,. Then' are ~c\t'ral crudal prohh'ms \\hich it docs not address. There is "('1'\ 

link infom1atioll on the nallll'{' or timing oflhf.' tran'iitioll hetween the :\I<"solithie..· and :\"eolithic 
periods. and oULside nonhrrn Britain th('ir chronologies hardly m·erlap. Thio:; may be bt'cause 
microliths W(,IH out of fashion bdc)ft, the fi~t appearan("(' of ciomesticates. with the result that 
'tf.lIt ... iliollal' flint indu ... trit,~ {' ... cape flTognition. or it may Ix- that certain aspcct" of ':\'('olithic' 
matcrial culture han' simply lx'('n d.Ut'd too i .. uc. On prc'it"m e"idcnce. hO\\c\"{'f. therc' IS 

n()thin~ to sug-gest thl' primacy of i.H~Ticultur(' o\"{'r monument huilding. 
10 .. omt' extent thill i ... bt"cau"'e there' is ... 0 Iittlt, ('\'idc'nee for stable mixc'd farming. Thrr(" 

IS no reason to \)C'iieH' that .:\"c'olitlm s(·tllenlt'llh in the south ,,,"eTC occupit"d for long, and it 
is far (i·om certain hm\ \luch acti\·ity wa ... supportcd. ThCTr i\l ... omt' {,\·idence for the usc of 
dOJ11t''''licltt('d I'e .. ourn's, hut, a.t.; \\e shall Sl'C', wild phUlt foods normally outnumber finds of 

.J I h',m.h,J)i~r·ourv tot.lii,ali,m .1Ilt! ·· tllt' :\I'Olilhil· · til ( I iUry ('d. Intntrttoht'f , l rcluwliog'J B(.'r),!, 199,JI. 
·t")7 q·1 

H Ca",· :\I'ulilhi, ('xplandlion\ ,lnh,/UlI) I i 1%11. I ill 811 
'(0 Rt'nlrn. '\ It' 'f<llith\.It''rrilori, and pOpUI.UlflIlS' III ~ D(.· 1..t('1 j·d , 1,~u'turattM and C nJuUJ~ III ~t1onhr £Jm~ 

1)(, I empel. Bnl'tn. l'Iib, 19H 220. 
R, Uradll') , 1hL a' /-ouNiaJimu of /'tthulDru IInltUn l.llII~"M" I"HI ChdP, 1 
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Fig. I. Major sites and monuments discussed in the text. I: Abingdon causewayed enclosure and Barrow Hills, Radley: 2: Dorchester-on-Thames monument 
complex ; 1: Mount Farm, DorcheSler and Wally Comer, Serinsfield: 4: Drayton (Sutton Counenay) cursus complex; 5' Benson cursus: 6: Yamton: 7: Fo'tley Farm, 
Eynshnm: 8: Gmvelly Guy and the Devil's QUOilS, Stanton Harcourt ; 9: Lcchlade cursus; 10: Ascott-under-Wychwood; 11: The Whispering Knight!> and the King'!> 

Men , Rollrighl: 12: Conrucole henge ; 13: Hazleton North: 14: Sale's Lot Withington: 15: Crickley HilL 16: Corporation Fann, Abingdon; 17: Wayland 's Smithy: 18 

Q 

Stadhampton cursus: 19: North Stoke w 
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cncals. whilst the main woups of animal bOlles fome from specialised deposits which an' not 
associatcd with settlements at all but with a \"ariel} of monuments dC\"Oled to the dead and 
the suprrnarural. British prehisLOrians aft" not alont" in facing these problems, for the CominrJl
tal sequence raises similar problems. It i.., no longer appropriate to use the long-house scale
ment on tlw lorss as any clue to lhe character of anivil), in lowland En,e;land. To do so is to 
O\Trlook a \"ital c1iffrrencc of chronolo.~. The British :\'eoiilhic began some time after those 
sill'S had gone out of ust" and during a period in which little is known about lht" st'uiemrl1l 
pattnn III adjacent areas of Continental Europt". Problem:-. of this kind aJTc(I the prdli<.,tor) 
of ... outlwrn Cn~lmd as a whole, and they arc ones that also innuence the archaeology or lhe 
Early Bronze Age. i'l1t'rc are other difTicultil's \\hith concern intcrpretations or the Oxrord 
region, The sculclnt'llt e\·idcncc scems rar les<; impressivc now than it did \\hen Case was 
, ... riling in 1986, I lis example of a sedtlltary f\liddlc Neolithic st'ulement \\-'as the AbingdOiI 
{'<1us('\\"aycd cncloslln:, and thb rormed thc ba'ii-> ror il reconstruction or the populatioll, its 
filrming pr<1n..iu:,s and the pattcrn or scttlement. It was a bold and imaginati\'e interpretation, 
hut ten years latcr it sc:-ems mOst unlikely that this cnclosure was a se tLlemellt at all. Clml'r 
study of thl' dislribution and chartlet('r or the cit.'posits f<)und there make it ITIu<."h mort' probable 
that it W<.l' a nrclllonial site akin to more c:\wmivcly rxca\'ated t'xamplrs in \\·e ...... cx.·, 

rhe ('videncc fijI" :\'('olilhir field systcms in the L"pper Thames \ 'alley has also b('cn di,,
creditcd, It rcslrd mainly on Richard .. \tkinson \ daim to han' identified a droH', ... a> a.s~()ciiltcd 
with ,\bing-don \\'are and cut by til(' ('ursus monumcnt at Oorchcsler·on-Th;.unes, I"h(' ('X("<l

",-\tor's ra.ilurc to publi~h lhc work for ((Hlr derades ('ompounded a scries or basit· mistake ... 
that have only nO\\ been rectified. In fact thc dro\'cwa\ "a.,> latcr in dalc than thc cur ... u ... , 
ilnd the ".-\bing-don \\'arc' claimed in Atkinson's ina'rim report pron:-d to be ;\.1iddle Bron/(, 
, \~(' pottcry, I Thc canh\\'orks formed part of a mor(' extcnsi\'c field system or latcr prehistoric 
origin whit'h has since been inH''''ligatcd on othrr si tcs , Claims for a similar field systcm undcr
lying the ccmctery al Barrow Hilb, Radle) also ~e('m Icss likely_ ror it is quill' possible that 
th(' early -field ditch' recognised in small-scall' l'xciw<.nion was a frost crack or natural ori~rjn, 
The Late Neolithic 'house pits' c1ail1l('ri raLiwJ' lcntl:lti\"cly cisc\"hne in <.,oulhC'fI} England ll 

may also be of natural oriqin, as work on tlit' Upper Thall1(,s .'(ra\"('ls suggests that 1110,( or 
these were trce-thrm .... holes. 

Tht.' same problems extend into the LII"h Bronn> ' \{{(', for here ag;ain certain r(,yj,iol1>; 
are needcd to lhe framework employed in I Q86. ,\g-ain thc principal domestic Sill' has bt.'rn 
n'inlt.'q)rctcd. rhis was the ditched enclosurc at Rams I I ill on the BerkshilT Downs, whirh 
was initially scen a~ I:l specialised endo~lIre l'ngag-cd in the ,Ulllmer pasturing of liH· ... l<x"k. ~ 
Ilcrc there have hcen l\VO changes, First. anTit.-rawr radiocarbon daling, a lcchnique not 
available " .. hen thr sile was exca\'a{rd in the {>arh 1970" has shown that lhc fir ... t ('nriosllrt' 

J I ... ,t. ·'I·olithi. hou\t'"~ a n'ntrill Lumlw,lll pn'IH'ni,,", in T 1),ln·ill ,U1d J. I1I00n,l' "('ds. \(11/1"/1' I/./INI 
In \:/r/h U"(I/ /<.'flrollt rwd 8ty'olld .Oxbow mnnn~aph ~)7, 1<)lIfI '27 lO. 

R UI.ldl!'). 'TIll" ('x("a\·,ltion of" an 0\,11 h,lrrO\\ hl',idl" Ilw \hin~dlln (,Ill~l"\\ayt'd (>ndo~un., ()xli)rd,hir(" . /~1)( 
Prrll/I/. Silt ~)H I I 992i, 1:27 12. 

K. ,\tkill,on, ' Ihf' ('xcaYalion' al l)ord1('~tt'r, (hOI! 1ql6 .'il·. Jr(hlU<I/II.&ul \n.nll'ltn,l 1~1.)1 , ){) 1) 

R. Bradley ,md R. Chamber" \ \ 11('\\ ~lUd) of thl" I ur,us ("oll1pkx a\ l)ordH'~ler on ThallH's', Oy",r/ ]mmw( I!! 
,11("1/(11'11(01:'1".7 198RI 271 8C) Ise(' page :lSI. A Whittl!', R. ,\Ikinsoll, R. C:hJ.mht'r-. and ,. nlOma~, ' Ex(.t\",lliwh ill 
lilt' 'J"ro1ithk and Brolll!' .\ge C"omplt'x <'11 1)0[("h("I!'1 on Ihilllll". (hlill'd,hin', 1\.117 19.,)2,md 19HI', 1'r1H. I+thil{. 
\tl( 58 1111)21, IH 201 ,~t""f' p. IbO, . 

\1 P..IrrinA"wll, ' ExC"i\\',uiOlH in Barr(l\\ lIill .. jidd, I{,ullq (holl', (}~'mumw. 12 ICl77}. 3() II 'iT p. :~fJ 10 
I \Idnnl'''' 'S('IlI('nll'nh in I.II(T :'\nmtmt Britain' in D. Simp,oll t·d .• Fwn,rm .. ) and .vUlnnmt In \iohtJlll (Uld 

!-A,!) IJrnn.:t' ,I~,. Bntmn and f.:urapt l.ri("f"~I('r l·niHr .. il\ Pf(·,~. I IIi I • 11:1 :10. 
II R. Bmdln and \ ElIi..on. Rami flrll 1 /lmn-, I~ Ilr/nuJrJ hulOluf( and /11 '.tU/dlCI.lf.!t B.\R If!, ICl7o, 
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i.\nuall~ dille., from lale in th(' ~Jiddlc Brol1h \~t' ; al1\ t'i.lrlin pOllt'n ill Il .... ditch \\,\ ... f\'iclelllh 
n.· .. idu.ll \t l1l1" "'~U1w IIIlW. morr rnt'nt t'xt~\\"aliOlh ,ll ulhn ... itt· ... in ",oUlht'm ilnel r,l ... tt"rn 
Lng-land IIhtkt' it pu ..... ibl(· 10 id<:ntif~ thi .. (·~trtll\\ork ,\ om' or a ... ('nt· ... of dt>fi'ndc'o 'rine; \")rk....· 
nt'dled durine; lilt" I.w· .... (·("(mel and ('Mly lir.,t mill('I1Il1,l BC. .\ ... a rt·'iult. lhis intt'ft'.,ting- ... itt· 
nn l(1n~n Jl(·('ct.. to hc r()ll ... idt~n.'d III <\11 .ilTOlll1l of lilt' Larh Bronz(·. \g(' 

I"IH' oriL,rln,tl eli ... 1 u ..... ion of tlw R~ll11'" Ifill 1'l1dO',un' .t(..,o dn'\\ on .,nnw idc·a ... pOl fOI'\\,lrd 
b~ Ilul11phrn C.l ... t· in il di...c:u ..... ion of til(' ring diu ht· ... in tht· Cppt'r I hamr., Yallt·y I It-
"'uggt",>lt'd that tht· ... t" ... itt· ... \\crt" built dust' to tht' floodplain ht·clu ... e Iht· ar('a \\d .... o(TupiC'd in 
lilt' ("OUl" C' of ... umnH'r ~Ta/ing. C(,rtclin or tilt' ('nriO'illlc" mi'{ht ('n'n he' domt' ... tir ... ites .. \e;ain 
this inl('1'Prt·tation ha ...... unt·n·el a n·\"(·r.,(·, nil' l'\'ldt'I1r(' I()r ... imilar ... t,LtI(·menb in oth(,r p.tl'b 
of tlw C'oUIllI'Y looks di'ltinnly eqlli\()(alcomparcd \ ... ilh tilt' il1l('llJr{,l,llions that W('I"(' fclYOllr('d 
<l clt'c.ldt' Of mon° agn and \'irtu.llly ctll 01" thl'\(' 'It(' .... In· likl'h to be it-n'lled round harnl\\:-t. 
\l thi' "~II1W lim(·. 1110r(' r("(t'1ll work h,t ... t' ... t,lhli.,11I'd th.1t tht' TIMl11e ... fioexiplain onl) tl"unwd 
ih plr"t'lH limn in the lall' fir'>l milknniul11 BC. Befon' tht'll Illllrh of till" ar('a \,as dry land. 
l or ,\ \\hill' th(' pall(~m rtTogni!:;cd h~ Cast' aUraC"ll'd ... onw di ... nl ... ,ion. hut \n' mu\1 no\, ,UTI'pt 

that tilt' rt'ialiOlI.,hip bc'tWc,Tn rine; ditr!w ... and allll\·i.tl grillin~ lanel \\a\ l'ntif(:I~ fortuiuHl'>. 
Tht,.,t· rH'\\ intlTprctaliol1' ha\"(' not only uncit-mlin('cI our C'llIlfidclKl' in ('arlin ... y nthc'''('s of 

lh(' <In h.H'olo£r,o of the Oxford I'('~ion. tlH'Y .d,o "'\Il~l~(".,t ,I difi(Tt'nt point of deparlU1T fiJI' dn~ 
111'" ~In llUIH, Pt·rhap ... till' major cit" dOPlllC'1ll that (tHlk pla(T during the' ~('olilhit period" a., 

I1t'llhcr.l ('han~(' to ... ('dl'l1ti"l11 nor <I (ompl(,It, ("oml11itl111'nt to Clm1in~. ~Iore than an~thing-
1'1.,(,. :\t'olithil" lik \\"~I'> rharaurri"'('d h~ lilt' ("[t'ation cmel opl'ration of mOI1Uml'nb. I"h('''I' l1la~ 
h.t\(' had ,1 prolc)und innut'!1u' o\Tr hunMIl c"p('rit'nn' of plan' and timt'. bUl their t"labli ... h
mt'lll ,,<t, fiu mort' than an in('\·jlabl<- ('on.,t"tlut·11( c' of cll.1J"ic'uiturt·. rlu'n' h"1\ h"'('n a tCfl(knf~ 
to ... lUch ('Mller pn·hi ... tory usin~ mode! ... dra\\ n Ii'om tht' wdl-pn,.,rl'\"l"d land"capn of the fir.,t 
millennium BC. or ('\Tn from mon' rt'cent pt·;t,anl 1 ~\rll1illg. ' I hat i ... quill' inappropriatt·. rhl' 
nudal ptTiod hnw('cn ·1000 and I j()() BC has a di ... tinnl\'(, ("h.\1"a(l('r of it ... 0\\'11 .md ('<l11 only 

ht· 'tlIriit'd by til\' (('('hniqut's or ardli.Wolm.,ry. 
TIll' .... lInt· point appli(· ... to lilt' artd~l(1S of !llis pniod. f<II' th{,.,e ha\(' too ort('11 h('ell li.lkt·1l 

leu' grclllh·d. In 1~ln liwy may han' hC(,1l U"t'd in \"('I~ dintTt'1H wa~., (i'om thost· ramiliar in 
l,tltT pn'hi ... tory POllen'. le)r c:X'-1I11ph'. may not 11.\\(' lc)rmt·d a !lonna! part of till' domt· ... tic 
l"(·pt'rlOin·. and its me m.IY ('\TIl ha\(' bnn n,.,el,\·(·d lor ... pnial ocTa..,iom,. ' The first llH'tdl 

.1I1t'fill"h w(,re Ie ..... suitcd to en'l~da~ til ... k., than lhl' ('xi"'line; '>tOIlI' tool kit, and ('\'(,11 polished 
flint <lnd~lcb I1M~ h.!\(, {>(",t· ...... t'd <l 'pC'riali"'l'd rhal"tl("t('l" Th.H ma\ bt' \\"h\· '0 many of tht· 
Illore find\ IinislH'd and~\ns art' di.,rou'l"t'd in "'lxTi.lli ... t·d I(Killion.,: POll('ry' Cctn be !()Uncl in 
pil'i a ..... o(·ial('d \\ ilh formal drpo'>ib of animcll hOi It· ... ; 1>oli ... llt'd ... tone artefacts may be dmcly 
" ..... f)( i.H(·d \\ilh monumcnt'>: and Ldrly Brorl/.t' ,\t:"c' mt't~lh,ork is nonllally found in t{ran'., or 
('\"t'1l III nnr.. ~lI(:h arwf£lfb do not ap1'(,,11 h~ dl.lIl('(·. Tlw fact that lltt'\ ,ul'\·in- to Iht' 
pn'\('nt d,n may bt' hrccw.,(, <:.0 nMn~ of t1H'111 \\(TI" clt'poslted under \p('('ial (:irnll11 ... tann·", 

In ('<leh (iN' lhl' r('al change faint· w\\clrcl., tht' ('nel of tilt' paiod ('ol1,iderrd in thi ... t·\\.IY 

..... :'\fTtlh.Ull .md.J \ml,.,I'. ·RI'd.1I1II2 R.lm, 11111 ,I lid U·tl'lbu\o-nTlI.l: Bl"<lIIlC' \~I' l'ml(J~uf"(' I'I-,/(" PrlJ.u/. \, 

t,n lC!'1I 'l.l'l n 
II (.11' :'\(tt,·s 1)1)1111" find, [from St.lntnn 11.lt",unl.ltul'ltllin1(' di(tllt'~ inllw <}xlnrd 1'(·l.,ti'III·, ()\tlllt'f/111l ;m 

I'Nd 11I"d 
( U'II~I:§, n" I., of\r/Jll(h(',~·, Dt'nt 111m) 1'1) 'I 
R Br,ullt'\ . . lllmfW tJv I·.wllt S<N;"il'l~ of . \JIWlll.lt I"~ 'Ii .... ( tJl).ll1Il. I'I'I!. I h.lll . 

.J 111"111.1">. RrilunAtnJ!, /h, \,'Obl/ll (',11111111<11;(1' llll\1T 11\ Plr s /'1'11 IIt.ljl j. 

\1 LIIIIl"I1II~ \1 n, looiJ oM \,)(" f} It It Inrd. I'rr, 111.11' 1 
I hU1lI,1 • ('p. I it. 111/11' Iii. th.lp$ '1' R. BI..IIII", IN I'ill '.!.Irnu (~tnlhr)fl~.· llll\I·,...it~ Prt 1''')(1 i 1i.lll 2 
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J)C.·"'pilt' .\ considerable Iil('f'lturl' conce-rm·d with tht· effects of earlier prehistoric fanning. tht." 
fir"" U)ll\"iIKin.~ ('\"jdcnc(' for a hlmly cSlabli·..tlrcl iu.,rrie.:uhurai economy in the Oxford !"c.·ginn 
('OIlU', from tht' .\ tJddlc and Late Bronze • \~t'" Thi", i~ the liNt period to prO\"idr unambil,rt1ou\ 
1'\"idc!lCT Ie),. fixed <;('ttlernellb and land di\'j,jolls. Jnd it is tilt' fi~t lime- that pottery and mt'tal 
played a si[{nific<lIII part in n'crycld), acti,'ilit's. ) Paradoxi(:aUy. it is precisely at thi" til1l(' that 
u'n'monial 1l10nllmcn~ di<.;.appear from til(' rt'cord. If til(' adoption of fanning in 100\lal1d 
Britain represents tht' rr\"Ollilioll,u) ('\"t'm Ihal Wit, OIKt' dainwd. \\t. an' fan'd \\ ith the furtha 
paracio\ that the dl<lra('{cri"itics or liw ':"il'olithir rt'Yoiluioll' did not manif<'st tht'lTIs('ln':\ until 
half way through the 'Bronze .. \gt' 

I'Iw following dis('u!;'sion is cOnlemed mainly \\uh t\,() kinds uf e\"idcnu'. FirsL. \\(' shall 
(,(lIlsidn til(' natural en\'ironmcnt of thl' (hford rl'gion and its ('xploitalioll. ' I 'hen \\-t' shall 
consider tlu' ceremonial monuments, 

1111 ClRRIST ,1.\ I L m K'O\\ I.J.I)(.L 1111. 1\IIlI:q I 01 I" IRO"IISI "'D 
\I I 'ILl \IISI 

1I ,l\'ing: isol,ucd some of the problem';. lhat haw arisC'1l OWl tht' la",t lell years, \n' must n'\ it,,, 
those an'as \\ here thne ha", bern prolQ"ess. I"ht' flPit of tlll'W is our knc)\\ ledgt, of lilt' lancl,(:apc' 

Liult, is known aholH the char~lner of (,tlrlier prt'hi,wrir I,md dt'aranct' in this an',l. hllll 
Illf.llll typt·s of e\'idrnn' art' ,waildbll': pollen analy,is; the '1ludy of 1IH.~ land ,nails ~L'IsoriaH'd 
\,ith pn'histonc monuments: the- idt..,ntihciluon of c:hartoal ,,,mpl('s; and tilt" ph~,i{· .. d Iran', 
lefl b) lilt' remO\al of trc{'s. Th ..... ",e n't!cl"I tht, pattern of <lni\'ilY on ycry dint'H'm '1e:ale!'!, all 
or \"hieh .tfe uscrui. though pollcn analysis in particular is still undcr-I'xpluited <IS a 'iOllrn.' of 
infonnalion on environmental change, 

Depending Oil Ihe choitT of sampling ,ia', pollt'l\ an,tlysi'l call supply eilher ~\ l"('h,;olMI 
picture or a mor(' local one. It i", only n .'1) i"('{"{'ntly thai SUil<lhle depo'iilS ror Ihis kind or stud~ 
haH' been icicntified in tht, relalin'iy small P{'<u I('ns of the Oxford region. 1"11(' 1110s1 useful 
rnulls to dille COlnt' rrom Sidlin~ Copse, ' !-,panulll Fell, rlne! Daisy Bi.Hlks, I Ihe la!it of" "hirh 
is situawd next tn two of the 1110st impon.ull mOllul11l'nl!'! in thr region: th(' ,\bingdol1 raust'
"ilyC'd elldosure and the ("('meteTY al BaITow Hills, Radh', rtw ('\'idencc from lhi .. Sill' indi
{'~\les thaI these monuments wer(' {Tt'i.llrel in d [('latin')} Opt'n {'m"ironmcnt and CH'n suggest 
thilt cereals w('r(" b{'ing- ~()\\"n on a limilt..'d scall' during IhL' :\colithic period. Tht, surrounding 
,In'a may han" b('('n largely wQ(xled at this time Parker t',tilll<lt('s that 111('1"(' .lrt' 'l.S m"l!l\ <1, 

70 kn and ren and peat sites in the rq..,rlon when' suth work can still ht..' (";'uTieci oul. .\t 
pn"wlll, the information from lhl' Oxford n'l(ion i'i l'xtre-nwiy ';.caLtered. Parkl' r: has n'{"('IIt!} 

,un'llnari~t.'d lht., ,wailable results of pollen <lIl,tly'l's in th(' region. i"lw Elm Dec:lim' is fairh 
ronsl!ltellliy rrcorde-d at around the L'nel or lilt" fiflh millennium Be, hut lh('n' IS a significant 
",lriation in lhe chronology ofl1l<~or cie<llaIK(' throug-h tht' :'\eoiithic and Bronze .\ gt' Dais) 
Banks, dust, to (~arly monuments, "a~ deared at "round tht, stan or the f(llirth millennium 
BC. Sidling'i COPS(' and Spilnum I ('n, '-\W<l\ from known monuments, "en' deart'd \\ithin 
the "ue third (0 ('arly second mill('nnia Be,. 1',vidcllce lI'olTl lilt' fhamt's floodplain at !\Iingic'l 

Ur.ul1q . (1). (·il. notr 7, Ih<ll)""> 
S.P »,1' ' l}u,1 ~Idda[ \"('grtdliOll.lJ hi,wf\ 01 III(" Ox!onJ n'lt"iuu' \ ru 1~)ltJlogt'l. 119 1("11 l-15 7!l 

I \.G P.lrk('r. '~lt Q!lalmta~' ml'ImnmnlMI dlfln.~ In lIlt" ii'P" 'haml' pa.,m. (mimI \ utlln7l hu.:/fllld O,-iwd l 'lli\ 

unpubl D Phil Ihf',i,. l(iClS 
Ibid 
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Dit<'h and (;raH'I1, (~lIY, for {"xamplt" indicatl· ... tht pr(,'l'I1('(' of \' .. -e( alder woodland In the 
\:l'olitluf <mel Bronll' . \~e, \\hil.'it till' adji.Kt'1ll gTa\l'! {('rract' at Gravclly (;u~ was probably 
opt·n. \\ith .l dnlint' of .. (ntb cind \\ofKII.tnd c:it-mt'llb ,1IId in(Tt'a .. in~ e;ra!t,I.ulu. ~I olt: \\()Ik 

of tll1~ kind Iwed ... to b(' undertaken. 
I'll{' <U1aly·,i .. of j.md snaib ha<; bcrn lIndrrt,lkcll Oil a wide \'ariCl) of ,ite ... , althouqh it i ... 

only refl'llliy that it has ixTn fCl'ogni"'t'd that this lnhniqul' i., bCIll'f 'mited (0 drpo<;il'" of silt 
than Il i'i to huried land surfan,:-;.1< rhis mcthod fall onl) he u<;,t'cI on calcarrou!t soil ... and 
fl'tord, ('hange" O\lT a mUlh more limiLl'd art'.! than pollt'll <Ulalysis. En'n ~O. it has idemifll'd 
'iiq-nifiranl ('pisodes of land clearance pr('n>din~ Iht' building or a , ... hole "aricty of major monu
m(·llls. On tlw C:ohwolds. thi'i app lies lO the l1'H'galilhic LOmb<; at Ha.dcton and. \scott-under
\\\clnvood a ... \'1t'l1 ,\'i lhr Crickley Hill rilu'i('\'1ayt'd enriosure, all of which date from the 
{{Hirth millennium BC, In til(' third millrnnium lIwre i'i similar c,1.dencc from the Condit-Ole 
Iwngc monumCIH which may well han' 'iLOod within a woodland clearing. At Rollrighl dim'r
e.'net'S in 'ioil (:ompo,ition from burit'd soils lx'I1('ath Lilt' Bronze .\ e;r monuments indicatcs a 
1I"\I1"ition to mOlT open conditions during the :"l'olithic, On the Berkshire Downs, thl'fC was 
a ('ompar.lhle liCQUl'I1(T at \\'ayland\ Smithy \\herr therr may havr bern a pha'il' ofcuitivalJon 
"'Ol11l' lime.' befort' the long harrow w" ... built. .\1 Yarnton, on thl' floodplain, dearin~ had 
bl't'n l n'.\l('d b~ lilt' mid :\('ulithic. On a re~ion'll ... calr llw resulls again suggl' ... 1 a ('omplex 
mo ... ail' of dilf(Tent t~ve:-. of n·{~"t·tati()n. ~imilar t" idt'ncc.· from the bunrd soils beneath a ",cfles 
of Ear1~ Bronze Age harrow·, on the chalk ~u~ge"'h that there wen' si~ificant areas of opl'n 
l.,rr~\'i',land nn the \\(·..,t Berk. ... hire 00\\ n", whilst there W<lS probabl) more woodland furtht'J to 

thl' east. rhe t',-idt'nft' rrom th(' chalk al ... o su,~gt"h thaL tht' first p('riod of widt· ... pread dt'ar
anc(' did not take place until the lat(, 'it'("ond and carll' lir,t millennia BC, 

\\'ith till' t'x('('pti()I1 of work at the ,\bing-don caus('waycd rndosure during: the 1950 .... the 
... ) :-.telllalir study of charcoal and carbonised pl.lI1t !"emaim i ... a r('('('Ill dn'<'iopment in this 
~\rra, It i ... onr or till' !o,pecihc <Iims or tht" currellt t'xca,'atiolls at Yarnton , a ... it wa .. s at Gri\\"ell) 
tiuy "hnr the samplrs takcll rrom :\'<'oiithic and Ikakn contcxts include a varie ty of "'p<'cics 
associat(,d with the \\'oodlancl ('cI,~('". "hilst Lht' Iron A~t' d('posit ... on the sal11(' sill' provide 
mort> l',-iciell("(, of ... nub and hecigerO\\ specit's, .\nalpl"s of charcoal from (;ra\"('!1y Guy and 
Ban'o\\ lfills 5hO\\ the pn'dominancl' or single species of wood lIsrd for ("[t'mation pyres, 
compart'd "ith more IllLxl"d species assoriatrd with 'domcstic' rontt'xts, Thesl' sites, together 
with Yantwl1, haH' produced carboni ... cci plant n'l1lilins rrom drier deposits that can be com
pared with the pollen and plant remains found in waterlogged ('Onu'XIS nearhy, 

At present lhl' only direct t'\'idenn' for the profl'SS or earlier prehistoric land c1t'ar~HKt' is 
pro,"icit'd by the hoIlO\\-s It'ft hy falJen tr('('s, 'nw",c \\'('f{' fir..,l id('ntified at Rams HiJl in the 
t'arl~ I ~.,()" and th('~ ha,"e been swciit'd mort' ... y ... tem.uic"Uy dUring recent exca,"ations on 
th(' W,\,"t'I'i" It i~ not dear hcm large l[('('S W("fl' fellt'd, '1"11(') could be remO\"ed usin~ ~lon(' or 
Illl'tal axc", hut thl' S;lme resuits could be arhin'('d by ea~it'r means, It is quitc pos",ibl(' that 

~" (,III,'r '1"11(" ~tr.llih('atiol1 and 1.lphnnfll1l\ or sh('l\~ ill f,lk,ln'C/u o,nik Implif,lIium for 1.111<1 ,nail J.11.lh"i~ in 

.Ift h.It'lIloJ.;>"" ]IJurrwl uJ "IrduJi"J~ol .'\;/.1'11.((, ]; ]!JI)f} lfi"} -)117 
\{ Rnhin"nn, 'I he' mllllu~"a \\i,h .;(Imr IIl1tl"! on lilt' ~)il,'" in G, 1~lInbri(k, 7Jv RfJllrw,hI.lit"nt tn'1:fJIIth.., ,"t"'Up/mt, 

1/111/ "film/nit In tJlI p"hul,mr /tmd","!K En~li.dl Il l'rilil~(' .\nh,u'c)l, Rq), h, 111M. 111.1 K . 
• \ \\'hillic', 'W,lyl,wd\ Smith\, Oxrord,hirc'" rx(a\",lIiull\ ,It 'hf' '{'olilhic lOmb in 1962 f):r l'ru(. Ptrnl.lt" ,\-Ie. 

~}7,"l 1<1'11" hI JOI '<;(,C' p" 92" 
.J RI,h.tr<kDt',lIh .mel thr 1'.1" C'lwircmmrnL 1'111' 1{,'lIlt 01 .... orl. 1111 b.lrrm\ 011 ,he I1c'rk.,hirr- 00 .... 11' /JnAJ, 

I, h,.7. 7' Iqqo 1 U. 
S lonl, -I.int".tr ('<lnlmorl, nn Iht" lkrk,hirr 1)00 .. m·" IJnklkm h,h'lfolrrJ:Ual]fumill, 71 1981,11 211; ~ l onl" 

"-u'kh\orl. ,Uld ('X(-.I\atlfm on lIw Ikrbhin' (irill1's Ditdl', (}vmU7/IIiI, 17 198:!. l"l lh" 
Br.ldln and LUi .. OIl, op_ cil. twIt' It 
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thl ... \\.t-. clol1t' h~ rim~ harking Ix'lcJrt" burning (hI' (it-.ld IH'C'\ or allm\ ing th('m to fall. \t 
D,.lyton iI ("on ... idefahk numbn or tn'('-lhnl\\ hole', \\{Tt' «mnd in ('Xl";)Vdlion and 43°0 of 
dlO\I' t'xamllll"d. including' onl' hd()\\ till' hank or a \'"('olilhi(' (Ur\lIS. exhibited .. i~l'i of bUnl
in~. rind ... Ilrllilll <md. more r<lrd~. p(·tt·r1)()1oll~h ',",In', Groo\l'd "'an' and Bt'akn pow'n. 
(,ll11e' Ii'cun Ihirt~ ()[lhl"" li'atlln' ... (;h.lncl.li fnHll till' IUllc'., \\,\'0. idrntiflt'd its (Iilk f()()( ..... Ind 
prmidl'd d.Un, thilt {'xtt'lld from thl' l'ar!, liHlrth millnllllU11l He through to till' end of tht, 
third milienniulll B( 

II .t\ iug l (uhi<ilTc'd tht" nalU!"<-ll t'I1\'inHlIllC'III. \\ hn (" <lid pCClplt· Ijn'~ TIlt' law I f}H(b ,.1\\ the 
li1",1 'lgnific.ulI prc1i..'lT ...... ill im'{· ... li.g'.uin1{ 'ht' p.lIlCnl of,t'ltlt-l1H'1It through :SY"'l(,lllcllic fidel" alk· 
ing. BtTtltN' polln\ hclrdl~ c\(') "'U I"\ iH'd Oil IIw 'UrliH.T, Ihi ... \\.t .. conu'lIlcd <JIlIO ... ' t'l1lirl'l~ 
"ith tli{' di ... trii>utioll 01 worked flint. Sen'r,tl .In''I'I \\(Tt· inn·,tigatcd in dt'taiL il1dudin~ tht, 
I'h,\lnl '''' gra\t'I ... , parh of lhl' COhwolck I lht' StOlW/l Ltddcnhillll Ridge, lilt' B"tl" hirc 
Downs and Ill(' \'all' uf the \\'htlt' Ilorst', \ , a rnult 01 thi" \\ork a suhstantial Lllt .. l of th(' 
Lppc'l TIt.llnt" ('atd1ll1l'1Il hilS IH)\\ hl'l'1I n •• tlllincd, Iiolgalc h.ls ,tuelil'd til(' gn' .. IICT pari fir 
thi, l11.1t(,l"ial .md all)() s\llli1l'"j'wd tht: il1lcmnalion .1\ ;tiLthlc' from tht' and~Kh in oldn l'olllT

{ioll' l "n lik{ ~Llr,hall and Tingk. hoth Il nlg<\((' and I'nrd ,Hlnnptt'd to diltt' tht' 'lIr1:IU' 
ltlilllTi.ll, ,Llthllugh they \\t·rt' Ill()l'(' {'LtUliou, .thout .\I1.d~ .. ing till' nl1lg(' of ani\'ili{' ... rq)n"t'lItc'd 
h~ Ih{''I(' find .... Iioig-alt' 'I11I;{1,~l's{('d Ihill thc')(' tlla\ h.I\I' hI..'c'll .1 ... hift li'om .t major l()cm III 
.Kli\ il\ on tht' COhwold ... in the ('arlin part (Ifill{' :\t'olithic tel mon' u ... r (II til(' 'l·h.lIlH· ... \ ~allt'~, 
hut lour ... \\clrk Ltl :\()Ilh Stoke i, I1(Jllun .. i ... lI"m \\ith thi .. intnvrt't,uitH1. IltTt' it "(Till" " ... il 
lhl' ('.Idin lllittt'l'irli \\a, found in ,mall 'c .llIl'r, dow 10 lhe (,hames ihdL "hil ... 1 hlUT lind ... 
\\CIT di'lriiJlIu'd acn ....... Jare;t.'f .Irt'ih of tilt' landscapc' I'h( ' cOIHTmration .. of l..att' "colilhi< 
.lIld Bron.l"l' \gt' <lrLdaCh w('J't' .11"'0 1Il00T ('XIC'lhiH" Oil Ihc: BtTJ.....hire 1)0\\11 ... ('arlin :\t'olithil 
find" \\('IT uncommon and \\1..'1'1: lI ... II.llh <1""o(i<1I('d willi Iht dr~ \allc)",> ("onlilllling-lolIl.!; harrm" 
i.u\C1 .11.!;<lin Iht· di ... lrihulion of lal('1 1l1.llaial \\;" Il1lKh It· ..... tomlrainl'd, ,\t pn.· ... rnl il i'i dillicull 
10 1llll' IVn·t Iht'Sl' ob,en,uiom. lilt di,trii>lIIioll Ilf huri.t1 mound" ma~ ... upport Ilolg~ltc"", 
intt'lvn'ltltion, hill thi, i, ('('rtainl~ not tnu' of Ihe ulhn t~1>t"o, of monumellt. 

During- lilt' P)HOs 'l1lllll-sralc ('.'\(,<I\,iltiol1 \\ as ullcintakcll to lt'St the charactn of ... nnw 01 
th(' flint Sl"atlt'l" ill S('\'('raJ area ... : Iht' Thamn gran' I .... till' COh\\old:-., and 011 tIl(" Bt·rk....hm· 
1)()\\I1'I, ( '111' rt'"uh ... \\l'n' innm(lu ... in'. :\I()JT ('Xll'n,i\t, ('.'\ca\.lIion al (;r.I\"('lIy (;uy "uggnl ... 
that pih \\ilh dnn1t'~li(' <lrtd~ln, could be \1'1') thillh 'l'.IItIT{'d mtT larg(' Mca ... rig,:i, making 
it ('.'\tl"('II1('I~ diflil'ult to dnist' ,1I"illt'l{il" for 1Iwir imT,tig.llion. In .. my (",1St· IItt' ~Tt'''11 mi.~j()ril\ 
1)1' tht, linds .If(' \\ ilhill tIll' mOd('11l pl(Jugh ... l)il" ·I'h(· 11](1,,1 U"dld inlimll,Hinn i ... (,llllTging- li"tlIll 
('UITl'1ll ('xGI\'tuiOlh ,II Yarnton \\IUTC' tilt' c'.Idin pl{'hi"'IOl"ic land "'lIrfat"t' i ... ",c'aled hd()\\ Iht' 
mo<il'l'll floodpl.lin" ,\, Ii 1"C' ... ult. pits .md 'pn'.ul'i or 'Ind'Kh 'iun.i\'(' UlllhUilll) \\1'11 .tnc! tilt 
I'hallc'lH;{c' or dc·\t"!opiJlg \\ .. 1\' ... to inn"lig-atl..' lIlt'm i, h{'lIlt!; lacklc·d. 

\ ItUl!." c. l,llnIJri.I.,lIlCtJ \I'MUI (r J1IOIUlmnwl1l (PI'" 1 III' l"a/Jn ~a"(Jh I~ n 

1 1/ Ihunt \ .IIIC'} l .. m4'ot.II""" \luu"I{l.lph in pr, p 
S I '""I. HUll •• !H\'N .lIul prl'lmtolll "ull 1111"IIt 11.1111111 III "lIlh (hlonl,liil(' ,1IId I.t'l Ikrk~h;1t" ' ;11 \ HW\\11 

,lilt! ~I 1'..(ll1Iolld II'd~ 1,llllu Inll/."II! (/I/(II~II'" UntH/, l~dll1/"~l H\R Ih2. I'!H/, 101 :i:J, 
\ \1.11 h,llI" "'\'"Olillii, ;Uld rarlier B'''IW'\~I' !C'U]I'/Iwnt ;11 till' nortlwill C:ol~\\llld, iI 1>,1"1;111111,1" "utlint' 

IM'I'cl'Hlllu" .1"II;hlll;11II 01 ~urf.u'(' ~c.\Itlr .Ind rUIII'I.U, .tl .... 1 I an /lft/, I (,I'JU",(rr,lllf( Ir,hlZ8/ \nO' I(I! JIJB') 
:H ')1 

\J I ingl\', Jnil'rrllli.il lilllib dnd SUI 1.1( I' ~('al\("r~: tIll" (-..'(' ,)1 1/1/' \1.ldd],' I ,lrll1~ ,1Il1! \ ,lit- 01 tIll \'"hill"' 11 (11 I" 

held" .• lkinl.( 'Un.I"\· ill Bro\\11 .lIld Ldllllllld .. 01'" Iii 11011" H, H7 'tfl 
R 11))111;.11" \ IIlhlt" .... lflmlml I IN Ikml [lim 1l"\R 1111 J'lHR 
lonl. "P' (1\ 1101, n 
(, 1.1Inbr;, I." I .(i ,\Iit-n .llId I Ht',lh (.rillY/ii (,U~ \1(Jlllon /lrm:o~rt Ihn/mtlt'IITItnll ".fa prdm{qru a"d fl. III" Rntuh 

"-wd 1.1/' I'h,ln1t"~ \ .• 111'\ Lmd ..... llw,: lIu" \\'incinl,h \'illlc'\ ;n PIl"P 



L\RUER PRLHhl ORY 01 1111. m;!OIU) REGIO" 

It i ... diflicuh lO (·..,tabli:-.h the rdaliom.hip hel\\('l' n Ihl' ')urfact' scattrrs and the kimh of 
f(',HUrt'" 111.11 <He found by excavation. Groups of pO'1hol('''' and pib of thi, period .trr rairl~ 
('ommon, ho\\t·\,U, ann an' oftell n' lau:d to tht.- Ix"ition.., of Aint scaller .... \\llert' they h'l\'c 
ht'('n (·xpo ... cd O\Tf Iar~l~ areas, a\ thl'\ Ita\"{' at Yamtnn I·i~. 2 or Gran'lI)" Guy Fig. 3 . liwy 
ran llt'ilrly' be a cril)('d to domestic ani\il)- SC\'('r<,1 of the pib al YarnlOn comained dq>o ... ib 
,,,hi('h had hcen dclibt'ratrly' plan'd Lh{'f(', includin~ most of Iht.' dl'roratcd polle~ from Ih(' 
... itt" :\culilhic and Larly Bronze- . \~(' finds han' also n)lllt' from the LOp~ of lree-thrO\\ hok's 
"hi( h ,('em to han' bt'ell u'ied filf 111<' ra'iual dispo'lal of rubbi ... h. ,\hcrnaliveh', refu'il' may 
han nlllcocd n<:uurall)- in these hoIlO\\" ~ 

Bt'rau'lt' a numb('r of the pits \ .... (~re filled with '1om(' formalil')o, it i'l dinicult to say whclht'r 
their ('olltt"nts 'UT rrprrsentatin' of the full ralH~l' of ani\·itirs takin~ place at thes(' 1D<'iluons, 
Sudl ft'ittuf('S 'icem to be found in 1110st petllS of lilt' I'IMITIeS gra\·c!s ", .. here large .lr('as 1M\"(' 
bt..'l'n 'it ripped of topsoil during mineral ('xlraoioll, l"ill'rt' arc fewer opportunities for rllldin~ 
th(' ... " f('cllur{'s on othrr ... ubsoils. ahhoul.(h -,omc cxamp\t· ... .u(' known from bOlh the I3t'rkshirt' 
DO\\ 11!'1 and tht· COl'i\\olds, In mO!'ll (as('<; thest' find'l 11M) rrsuit from shon-li\·ed \;.sits spread 
o\'('r der.lde ... or t'\"t'll centuries, but thili could onl) 1)(" demonstrated by an expen .. in pro
gralTIlm of raditKarbon dating, 

~() (oll\"lncing tracrs of :'\eolithi( he)U .. (', han h('('n identified on the g-ra\'rls of the Oxl{)rd 
rcg-iol1, although they haH' be{'n found insidt' lht, :\(,olithic rnclosuf(' at CrickJey Hill un the 
Cots\\olds,'" Tht're seem LO be Si'{J1S or t\\o post·buill strurLUrr!'l alisocialrd with a midden 
1>('1<", thl' ("hamuard «aim at .·\.sCUll-under·\\')ch\\(){>d. 1 the details of which are !o.lill unpuh
li ... lwd Illany yeaN after lh{' ... ite \\a..'1 ('xt<l\"all'd .. \nothn building may haH' predaled tht Cots
\\old long caim at Salc"s Lott.t and c\ lin<.'<.Ir arrang(,ITI('nt of postholes as'iociated \\;th ,\ ht'~\nh 
and midden \\<'as also f{)und undt'rnralh H,lI:lnon :\orth long barrow,t although it {"ould 
h('lon~ to an earlier phase of fUIlt'fary iKli\ iry," It is only in thr Early Bronze A~(' that 
l'\'ici('IKl' of domcstir occupation Lake ... a 1110re sub ... tantial form, ,: \ ... mall circular !'ILructurc 
.. sson.llt'd \\;th sht'rds of Biconical L'rn ha,\ been rc'("oglli"'ed at Yarn ton. but it is not until 
tht' ~diddl(' Bronl.(, ;\tt(" that round and 0\'<11 bllildin~ ("an hI' r('co~is('d which are as'ioriated 
with J \\ ider ran~e of domestic features 'iuch ,I'" w{'I1 ... , rooking an..·a.~ and deposi .... of burnt 
SlOlle, I 

Thl' earlier prdlistoric ('conom)" r(,mains poorly unc1l'r"'LOod, Cuhi\·ated cereals hit\"(· been 
found 011 th{' old(· ... l ~e()lilhic site ... in the r('~ion and \I,.'('rr fir'll recognised OHr forty y('ar, ago 
.. L'i impn',,,ion ... in lhe pOlS from mt' .\binl.!;dnn caU'ocwilycd encioslIrt.', " Carbonised or \\alt'r· 
logged plant rt'mains nO\\ prO\'idc J furtht'r liourrr of in ron nation, \\'heal. panicularly ('mmer • 
.. lIld harll'\", werc grO\ .. n from m(' bt>\{inning ofth(, "t'olithic period. and weeds from c.:uitivaled 

(, li n ·'\('"olithll SC'IlIt'IlI('"nt at Yarmon , (hlnr<1 hin' in P I uppin~ ('d. , \ l/thU'VUlmlml In IlnliWl <hho .... 
\lulllIl(T,lph. III prr 

I' Dixon, 'Til" '\,'olithit 'C'ttlcm~nl~ on eric kin Ilill", ill ( Bur~, P r()pplll~. (. ~Iorddllt and ~I \1.uJdw/Il 
t'(h I·.nt/Illum and f>r.{rnm In thJ\"ro/i.ll!u f?flt'fltmr Fuwpt 1l,\R I Ill. \for -\01, \(18B, 7') H7 

• \ Sdkir!'" '.\'«"otHLIld<-r-Wychwoud', Curro • ir(hO((lI. , 3 1971),7 10. 
• III.. O':'\l:il. 'S.llc\ Lot long ban-o ..... \\,ilhill~on, (;llJlIH'M"!'thin', 1962 19h.i', 1roru, Bmw! (.ulu,'I"nhlrr 

If/h",o! Soc, 7q ICH'ifl i,10 1 
• \ ~M\ ilk. !1a::.ul m \"fth: tht IU01atwn rif a \( IIthll lo,'K (Qlm uJ lhr ( Itu(old·Sn.rm ~ up Enl{h h Hl"rild~W ,\n h.trot 

K'"II.ll.lltcK) 17:1:1 
J I humd'S, ·'\('olilhi\ huuS('~ in m.l.intdnd Brit.un and In'1.md \ "uopticai \,t'\\ III 1 DdI'\'ill dIldJ I hlltn.b 

('d. \robtJlI .. '" l!lfI ttl \(lrthU"I/ EJlro~ and bryond (hl)O\\ !\lmwI{T.\ph ~i, IlJfth H-
I k~. op. nt 1101(' :1(1 
11 IIdb.l('d;., I·~ul\" (·mp' in southt'rn En~l.ul(t· !lroc, Prthlli. \.IC 18 IlJS2, lq~ :tn. 
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fi/·lds art' olTa'iionall~ found, for cxamplr ~U I l.lzlt'ton :\orth. I .\ !; mcntionl'd ('arlier. lh«.'n' j" 

(tTI',11 poll(,,11 from Daisy Bank.,.' Tht numht'r of (("real gI.lins seems remarkablv 10\\ dr ... pilt:' 

lllt' ('x[c'll' .. i\C' ... it'\111~ and flot<ltion programnw ... undcrtaktll in r(,cent yean.. " . \ 1 Yarmon. ror 
('x,llllple, 81 I ll'n·litre samples of soil tak<"Jl fnHTl lh(' :\('(,lilhic and Early I3ronzt' .\~(' ft'<llun::.. 

h'1\ (' hecn an .. liy,t'C1 in detail but they hd .... l· y idded only I H3 cneal fra~nenh a m('a~'Tt' 2°" 
oj till" phllH rcrl1ains from til(' ~l'olilhi( f('<Hurt'S ,mel only RU II fc)r the earl in prehislOrir period 
.1" .1 \\hole By contra .... t. till' quanlitic'\ of \\ ild f()ocls ftTO\"(,rt'd fi'OIll the'w ... itt'", 1M-nil ul.trl) 
ho\.ldllllt ... hl"lI ..... m' hi~h 92"0 of tilt' lOt,,1 hom Y,lrJ1tOIl . nah-apple pips. skins and nm· ... ltnd 
,lot· ... lOm·, ilrt" ,th.u found . ("his ... uggt· ... t, that ~dtl1('r('d plant i()ods still remained all important 
rompnllcllt of' th(' dirt. Exr~l\'ators han' ('ot1lmonly not(,d the unmixed 1l,\!Ufe or '\('olitili( 
... nih, ~J which 'tlggesls that arrlbk r<mning \\i\S limited, although culti,·atccl soil<; have hel'n 
propost'd f(}I" a fl'\\ 'iit('s, notably ILlIle1011 :\ol"lh and \ \'ilylillld\ Smithy. ,I 

\ lost of the u'reals han' bet'n found ill ("('ITmonial or flllwrar.· monum('n"". likc I L.l/.h·ton 
:\onh or the .\ bingdon raus(,\\d)cd cndn,url', or in (KTasionai pib \\ith spt'fiali.~l'd deposit'> 
like those ,at Barton Coun rarm , b·rn in the...l' l'a'iCS tiH'\ ,Ire hca,·ih outnumbt'n·d hy lhl' 
ITlIlains or g-atht'rl'd food .... )"Ill" t\·idenu' h'oll1 Yarnton ... hows that cerral, arc rcmarkahly 
r.IIT. t'\"t·n in ci(ll11(· ... tic sitt'..; with ~ood ftll1ditiOlh or pre ... ('l'\ alion. QlIl'rn ... toncs as opposed to 

IlIhhin~ stonts \,hidl could h~ln been IN'd lilf 1lIi.l1l\ pUfJ}()"'c,> art· f("("O\('ft'd only in nun
c101"lH"'itic contexts, "'lIch a ... lht \ hingdon t'IllIO'iun', H.vlt'toll :\onh. \'scott-undtT-\\·yrh\\ood 
,lI1d \\·,l)laJ1(r'i Smithy, 

\ \"ild animal ... , on the olh('1" hanel, Ii:Jrlll .t minor component of ).,'("olithi(" and Larl\" BIOIIZt" 

\~t· hOIl(, as'icmhlages .. -\mll·' predolllinalt''i in hllri~ll ... ilnd (Tl"rJl1onial COIHt'xh, thoug-h ll1an~ 
of t1w,e had hl·c,'n 'ihrd and cannot b{' u'('d iI'i c\·idcllcc of" hUIHing. TIll'rl' arc also (xTa ... inn,ll 
hom''i of de('l, ,ulr()(:hs. bird. haft' and fi ... h, !"Ill' [t't,th of \\ ild boar are al'io fCHlIld and 11M) 

lIiI\(' h{'('n Ireated i.\'i per'iollal ornaments. RtT(·lll \\ork ,tl H<lrrO\\ Hill ... ~uggt:''''h thal .1 \.niel) 
Ill" wi ld animal hont's maJ h<1\"(' hct'n llscd 10 iClrm eldihniltc deposils wi thin 'iOI1l(' 01" til{" 
11l0l1lllTIenls. ,\ 

1"Ill' on'f\\hclming majority or til(.' anillla l bOl1('s l"ecm·t'J"t·d in {"xca\·ation art' from domt''iti
(",tlt'd caulr, pig-; ilnd ~h('"ep ,mel/of goal'>. In ~('ncr01I, rallle hones aft" the most nunWrtlllS 
,me! account for tl \Try high proportion of "'0111(' il<,,<o;t·mbl.lg-I'S, ,h at Dt'\ il\ QuoiL'i' <tnd lhl" 
\hingclon c01u"'I'\\<tyed t'nrio,uf(" ,t!though III terms of lhl' number or inni\ idual i.lI1imal ... till' 

\ ~Irakn ·CdnM)rIi'>t·d planl rn.Krolf,s\i1s· ill "',1\111., lip. (·it \lOU' I {, ~I') 18 
I'Mkt"r. op. I it. 11"((· 21 
J. \luITrl1 . \1 \ Robin'>Oll ,mel \" ~trakl'r,·( ,·\I"tl lruit .Uld nllh dl.lrn'd plant n'lIlain" from ','ulilhi. 1I1"~ 

ill l.m~J.Uld and \\.11 ,mel tilt" 'rolilhi. ,'((>1111\11\ III \ \liU,· .. , I) \, illt.un .utd' G.mllll'r t'lk, flu btgIr.. vv: 
1 r 1,IIuff 8.\1{ lilt ·r. 4-1)1:1, !,IS'I. 2H i 

r~. R K,'n",tnl. .\ :\"rolid1lt hurttll .·ndll un' .tt "." \\"inllt~ Larm, bn~h,lIn· ill H.J ('.I~(, .mel \ \\" R 
"·hittlt, ~t·d~.I, .vltll'mml PaUrms In thl ()iford T(E!IOII. f\/IIi1I/Mll al th, lhtnJ!,drm (olHnl'flJ{d mdlllurr lind a/hIT lil/l en.\ 
Rl"w,lnh Report II, IQA21. 51 ·1 

RI ~ldtph'lil. 'Ttl(' wib', in ~.l\ilk. 01'. ril. note I·i, 12+ b: \\"hiltk . np. t·it. nOli· ~H. 
I) 'lilt's, Irlharo/tt~ at Bartl1lf Court Faml .• UJI":ed"n, (}1;1I1f (:n.\ i{c', Rq). :)0, 1<18h" 27 
\I \Wr) , , I"Iw 't·ulithic t·au .... ·\\ay"d r\ldmur(', \Imu~don·. in (.,\'1 .• mel Whiuk op. (it ntt{('o :;0, III I: "'.I\illr 

lip. tit notr n, 17h A:· \scott-umkr-\\\th"IK.K1' unpub .1I(hi\(" inlu., \\"!litllr, 0p. t·it. lIolt· 2A. II:~. 
f). St'~jranl un and 8. i.c"\il;ln. I·he ,mim;lh' In \ Itut·lot\ <Inri (. 11.llpin. Etcal"(lulmJ at RmT(li1 'il/lJ R,u//;. 

O,/ordlh"" l'oIUT7u /. {hi \"robthu and IJmn::,{ .I.~ Tlllmummi ann!"" I"hamn \ ·,lllry l...all~ap("·'. lorthrorninl( 
Ii Ir\iWII, '.\l1IrT1.ll bone', in \ H,m·lay, ~I (;ra\ .tIlli C; I";lmhm·k, Ekal'tltl11TU at th,/J.-oiI'J Q!iaitl, ()tfQTdl/mr 

/'17:! 11n11i/'JIIR Th.lmes \·a1Il'~ l..a.ndO;(",lpe· tlw \\"indT1J h \ dlle\, i. 1(P1) 1'1:'> -
( I, Cram. ,\nuna1 bollr, In \\,.n.. up. cit IlUII" :, l I { b 
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proportion ... of «:,u:h 'pt'C1("S an' oftell nllU"h mort ... imilar.l hi" i" trut' al Hazleton :\-onh 
~Uld \\",\\ I.mel\; Smith,. 

Tht., n idnlll' lin (>ttll) fidel .." ~H·m ... ha .... ix-rTl T('C'om.idefcd in I'('('('nl yl·ar~.. we mcntioned 
in thl" 1ll1wduuion to this paper .. \tiin",ol1 claimed tn han' f(lUnd a :\'eolithic fidd ,),1("111 .1I 

l)ordw ... u·r-oll-l"h.ll11t· .... but thi" ,ugumt'nt \\a .. hd,cd on hi ... mi ... idt'ntifi('~ltion of the: ~hddll' 
Bron/(, .\~{' potttTy .l ...... o4.:iatt·d ,\jlh this katun', Sirnil.trly it ... ,'('m ... unlikrly lhal Illl' Beaker 
'fi('ld ditch' ,1l B.lITO" HiU" \\a ... idcllIificd c()rf(·l'll~. If we di..,roulH these t\\'o 5il(' .... tht' fiNt 

tic-Id .. , ... tt'nb in tht' O:\ford region did not '-'ppt',lf until Llll' .\Iiddk Bronz(' .\~t'. One i .. Atkin
... on· ... "1l(" at Dorrht ... ll·r-on-Thamr .... 'and <lnmher ITlTmlv ex('a\ alcd example is on lhe lH'arb~ 
'iill' i.H ~1()lInt Farm Fig, -1-,' ,\ ... ma.1l group of ~Iiddk Bronl:t' ,\ge field hOllndaril~s has bcrn 
excm;\h,d al DicktlL lo1 and therl' may be !'ather 'iimil,1I n-idl'IH.:c rrom an unpubli'illl'd cxca
\',nion ,II Cnrpor,llioll ['ann, ,\hing-don." 
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I.g I \lulint I ann: the ali!{l1l1lf"nt ur Iht' 1.It!'r Brunn' \~I' Iwld .. ~ lI'm un an ('.ulin round h.IITU\\. 

H. l.t,\ 1(.111, ' 1'llI" IIII1l-human \('rtt'brat~ rem.liI,,· III "".1\ ille f'p. (it. I1UU' I~. 19!1 :20~1. 
:\ Ci.lrclrlC"r, ' \ lIim •• 1 bon~s', in Whittl!:" op. tit. nutt" :.?H. 'H) 2. 
\\"hitd., C'\. ,do. np. (il. nott" II, 159 b2 
(; I .. llnilrirk, \mlttJut /o.\a\"/In frlllnn",Lr at.l / lIIl1Il f(mn,/)mlu-I/rr lilt Thamrl rhallle, \',t1IC'y L.ands("apc:~, in prl'p 
I Rul)('1\ S, '-unl. 1'( aI. \r("hdcf)I~'-<l1 1>1(,".1\ .\lIOns ill \\dllin~orrl Ro.td, Didcol. ~)uth Oxon (), mlnUlQ. 

j8 1'cr12. I 18. 
J H,lm'l! and R Rrddln. 'Thr i.dtt'r Broil/{' \ott' III tht" I h.lJnr~ \ '.1J1n III J- Barrrll dlld R Bradln !'cI~ 

\,Uk",nd mul .WI/O UI thr Rnh h I~trr Br,m::., . It:r B.\R H!, I'IRI) 117 h9 st"!' P 2.')7 8 
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I'll«" romparatin'ly late date al which lhl' flr'a fidd!\, were ('!'Itahli.!,hed sug~esb thilt 'icttlemtl1l 
and land w.t' may ha\,(' taken a different fonn during the p(:rioel discu""rd in this papc:r. By 
(ombinin~ whilt little is known ahout tilt' domestic sill''' with the cll\'ironmentaJ c\"id('ncr and 
til(' n:suils of field suney, we mig-Ill 'Iuggl'\t th.u b(:I\\I"("11 about WOO and 1500 Be t;Ult'll1l'!1l 

\\ ,l'" rl'iali\'ch ,",c .. Htcr('d and <.,mall-\rale .. r hroughoul this lim(' thr Oxford r('~on ",l\ far more 
nota hie for ih 1ll0IlUnll'l1l'; than it was f<)!" its ciolllt'!o.tir silt,,,. 

1111 Cl'RRI~1 SI.\lI.OI KV)\\U.I){;I 11I1.1\1Il1.~(I.()J\I()~I\IJYIS 

Ca..,t''s stuciics of th" earlier prrhi\wl) of tilt' Oxford region included d numher of models 
summarising tht' relationship ht,twt't'll ... ("tlt'menls and monulllcnts." 011(' rcconstrunion of 
tht' ('arlier ]'\eolithic landscape l'1\\'isag<-'rl " rauscwi-lyt'd {'ndoslire at tht., (t'ntre of a tnriwn 
('()nti.linin~ filrmslead~, \\ hil.sl (mother '1uggt''1lrd that the C.:UfSll<; mOlluments and l11ortuar~ 
('ndo ... ures \n'rt' located in quite pnjpht'rdl position .. , In the Late..' :\'eolithir/Early Bron/t' ,\gr 
til(' henge h(,fame tlw main fi:KU'I filr (:omll1unal t·m,n ... and was surrounded h) 1;\rl11" and 
rollnd barro" 'I, 

Fit'ldwork undertaken sinn.' Ca!'oe"s ick<l'l \\('r<' publi"hl'd l1eces'iit.Hr ..... onw important 
rni ... ion'l to thi ... '1chel11(" \\'r haH' alread~ ... n'n hem tlw fir...t rambtead ... do nOI .IPlwar until 
til(' :\Iiddle Bronze ;\ gr, It is also likel~ that rau ... c"ayt'd enr!o"lIH'S mig-ht he Im.Hed on !llt' 
('d~rs of the lanchrapc, ,,'hilst m()nlla~ l'nriu .. un''i \H'I't' to\'<1l'(ls its cenln', Tht' onl~ :\eolithic 
hou ... {'s that han' bcrn rr('{)gni ... ecl "'0 far MI' loc.:att'd not on Iht, Thamt::-. ~'Ta\TJ.., hut on liw 
COI'Iwolds, These underlie a number of megalithiC' tombs and afe likely to bdung (0 the \'('1'\ 

beginning of the period, 'T'he s lru('(lIrl'~ i.ll As('otl-undcr-\\\rhw{)od aI'{' <w,ocialt'd \\ ith fine 
t'<1rinatcd bo\\l~ which ~H pre~("nl han' no ('olll1lt'rparh on tht' local ri\'('r gra\'('k l'IH'y .lIt' 

like'ly to dale from Ih(.' crnturit's on (,itlwr ... ide or 1000 Be. 
1"11(' earliest style of pouen lhat (.'an b(' rt'{'ognist'd on Ihe InwCl' ,l:Vollnd i" .\bingdon \\'arl', 

Thi'l rallle into 1I.s(' after the plain cil.rindlcd howl-. and \\as prohably employed ht,t\\ot'cn about 
'~8()O and ~t'mo Be:, It i, i\ssociat('c\ with a \'arirt\ nf difTf"fenl monumt'nb in tht' fiwr \'allq 
and hc\"ond, It is bl'st known at Iht' t~llt· .. itl', thl' \hingdon C'<!us('waycd cndosllrt" but It \" 

also associatcd wilh cham\)f'rcd (,<-lims on tht' C()h\\'()lds,t'~ J:llclosurcs <tn' found in both fir 
these area"i hUI '1r("m to be most ('ommol1 •• Iong the' edge ... or th" gran' l" .mel thc limestone 
To til(' SOUlh-w(, .. t of tlw study area thert' i .. allOlhn l'f)ll('cJ1lratioll of ,iH'" on tht' ()lItn limit .. 
of lh(' \\'essex r!lalk. 

In the L'ppt'r Thall1t· ... our knowledge of lilt' causc'way('d enclosure'" i ... ('onfined to the C'\i-

dl'l1(."(' from Abingdon, Thi'i mily hi' mislcadinl!; for t\\o l'('a"Olh. Fir.st. lhi ... parti<:ular l'ndn ... lIIT 
may han> guilt' through a lonl!; hi ... wry of nlllstnKliull and rCl'OIhtnluiol1. It l'ould han' hn,'111l 
as a (erell1olliill ",itt', bUI il is qUilt' possihle that it ;h'lUllwd i:t ddt'n",in' 1'01(' in its final phas(' 
10 judg(' from \\hat is known about tht' otiH'r .silt'S, that i ... nol likely to han' \}('('n Lht' usual 
sl'qll('nct' at '1lKh monumenb, althoul!;h Lhl' s.lIne dC'\ l'lopmt'nts could h(' n·id('nr('d ~H Crirklq 
Hill on the \\('..,t('rn {'s('a'l1l11('nt of tht' CO!'o.\\(lld.."t I hI' .\bin~d()n area i ... <tlso rallwl UTllNhll 
Iwe',lUst' so many mlwl' monumt'llts ha\'I' bt't'll ~tudil'd along tht' same str(,tch of tilt' I'hamt"i, 

IIJ C'N' 'imroduuion' in C.w' .lIul \\hiltk I'P I it nntl' ·10 
'\ lIant", \ time' .md.\ pl.tn.' hJI till' (;rilmtll!\ !!.I\\1' mJ( 1l.lrr('\I ,md 1..\ }...;.nuws II IJu T I.qv 

of ~;{t tn tJy \rohlh tzrd 117011::'( 1<.". RftmJ Imull I>qlt. III \rt II ,lIld Hi t. "hdljdd l 111\ t'lHB m II 
8,lrd.t~ .1Ili! II 'llpin, op, (it. nOlI' "II 
Di..xon, 01', I It note' 40 
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rJw arc'a hC'(\\I'(,11 .\bin~don and :":onh Sloke (Oll1ilino; a be\ ... ildcrilll{ \"ariel) of monumcnts 
b('long;nl{ In thl' ... arne pha. ... e the .\ Iiddle :\eolilhic: . illduding (,U"'U~6. long barro\\'~. mortuary 
('ndo..,un· .... rollnd barro\\ ... and a po, ... iblc bank barrow. 

In I~ln .1 r.tthn ... imilar nmnnlration of monul1ll'nh i .. found funher up the Thamf, nonh 
,mel ('a ... t of Lt·rhladl'. alth()u~h in thi" ca. ... e tht· 1.11ld"c<lpc.· i:o dominated by causC'\\ayed cndos· 
Ufe..,. It h 1I11('r(" ... tlJH.~ that in bOlh ,\reas the IWO I1Min t~l>C'" of 1ll0nUmenlS, CUf'iWit"'i and 
rilus('\\ayn! ('TK!osufe'l, are nO( found in dose' proximity .. \ third type of:\"colithic monument 
is the long (,lldo''iUfe, which is jc)Und \viddy on the rin" gra\'C:ls but does not seem to extend 
I)(')on<l them. Exc,wauoTl 3Ug~('SIS that Ihese ,itt's f)ri~inally lOok a \"aricIY of dirrerclll forms. 
Somr. Iikt' Dorche'.tfT-On- rhames Site \,11 1. wen' OP('11 r('(tan~li.lr rnclosures and wert'" 
.lpparrntl~ ll,('d in mortuary rilual,'" \\'hiht olhns, for examplr tlw o\'al enclosure al BarrC)\\ 
Il ill"" Wl'n' really '>malliong barrm\'t and wcn' i.l."ociated with burial, and grave goods.'," Such 
Illonuml'nh Mt' often found Qtlt,ide the callsl"\\ay('d enclosures, as exca\"ation has demon
strated ~tt ,\ hing-don, but they arc .dsu associall'd \dth 4.:urslI' monumcnt..,. like lhos(' at Dorch
ester-oil- I 'h;\I11(". BusCOl and Drayton.)(l In som(' C<1S(', their distribution extends well beyond 
thaI of the largl'r monument", and suggests that ~ I iddll' :\eolithic ani\'ily on lhe riv('r ~a\'('ls 
ma~ han' ht'('11 more cxtt'llsi\'e than \\a, onn' suppo"'l'd. For example, long or o\'al enclo",ur('s 
han' l)('l'l1 IT(:ot,rnist'd recl'ntly .il Stanton IliuToun, Foxley Farm, Lynsham -. and also at 
Yarnwn \\hert' two examples have ju"tt be('n cx('a\i.Hed. Ont' of these may han> l~:en an 
m-al barrO\\. \\ hilst the Olht'r was an open rcc lan{~t1lar enclosure Fig. 2 . The most imri~uing 
or the rc('('nt finds is an O\'ill barrow at Stadhampton which on the l'\'idcnce or (Topmarks 
... ('elns to be positioned O\'el' the only entfi1l1<.T 10 a rursus. 

'I'll(' Iatn hislOr~ of "!uch spe("iali<:.t'd mOnUlTIrllh i'i jU\t a"> complicated. Case " .. ·as ('('rtainl~ 
ri~ht to t'mpha\is(' the importanre of hengt'!) and round barrow"!,'j <llthough their po\itioll in 
tilt' <;cqu('nn' is ohen difficult to a ... ..,e ....... Thcr(' an> ... ('\'C'ral realion,; I()r this. J t i!; b) no means 
('asy lO di<:.tingui ... h between tilt' smaller sites \\h('11 ploughing ha.s 1't'l11m'ed any surface earth
works. Thus tilt' sUI"yj\'ing remains of a circular cnrio"lure might look much lhe same as those 
or a buriill mound. There is also the chronological problem that unti l quite recently round 
barrm .... s W('f(' automatically datcd to the m('LaI a~( .. and it has taken some lime to ret'ognise 
jwa ho\\ milny of the rin~ ditdl('S of the Oxford r('~ion might be the remains of :'\'('olilhic 
round barrow ... or ~t kind thaI is much more ('om mOil in areil.'i funlin to the north and ('ast. 
[\'ell when Ih('~ an' identified. tht're has been ~l lacit a ... sumption that Ihey must be the immedi
ate pn·cu ..... o~ of lht, round mounds as!o.ocialcd with Bt>aker poltery. but the very limilt'd ('vi
denc(' ,wail.tblr from the L'pper Thames ~ugg-{'''b that the first of these mighl ha\"e been buill 
at It'i.LSt <1' t'ad\" as the lale fOllrth millt'llTliulll BC. ' Some of thl' latcr ring ditches might not 

\1 Hdt(I,I~. '(;roo\("d \\'an' fn,m lh(' l'pp("r Ih.tIll(' in R Clra1 and \ \1.K~'l\'.C'l'n cds., (;rfJOuJ IIi-iff 111 

(Amini (>Xl",\~ nlUIlO,I{Tdph, lorthcomill,( 
, \, \\'hink ,·t .11., op, (it no\(' II. H8 .)"2. 

Hr,ldlq, op. ,iI, nOlI' q 
Hdrdd'. np. tit. nOlt· 1)7. 
,\ n.lrd.l) '\ r(',it·\~ of '."(·olilhi, .1nd Bmn/,f' \~t· itt'S in til!" n("\'il'~ QlOih J.rl"a', in Bdrday ('t ;tt, op (it 

l]I,t(" 5~. 78 100, 
n ~'IN)f\ .mel I) \liJ(·~, (h, (ppn 17Wlflrt alfl), In IlTdllJ(f)/o{lltJI ,un", of thr nr'ft K'(J:tlr Oxford \nh'I('()lo~lal 

l'IIl1 ~Un.f·\ :l. 11171 \1.1p :In. 
e lidl,mt! (, Ilq, 'Yarnton Crt',~",dJ Fidd'. Uil (;'IJUP (/ \iu \~11n2h 1'1% rd; C. Ht"y, ·Yatnton Huodpl.lill', 

Cll.1 (,T(JUP IJ 'ru\~tI":W 19<16" hh. 
Ca~(:. up, ('it nott' h3. 
Bradlt·~ .Hut Ilol~au'. op. Cit. 11011" 2 
Br,l{lln .Iud H()hr-lll". op. nt. Ilutl' 1 
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hI..' the n .. 'malll" of harrO\vs at 0.\11. They may actually he the 'iutYl\"ln~ tracrs of ('arlhwOI'k 
('Il( Im,un:, , ... ho,,(" Ic)nn antinp.Ht:s that of thl' J<\r~(' h('ngc: mOllumt"nts rstablbhed in Illt' jUt'a 

in Iht' mid third millennium BC From thai point om\ard .. the sequc:nn' j, lx-ncr kno\\ll. 
I'Iwsl' hc.. .. m{l· ... n'nainly fClain<'d thrir importance inw till' Ear" Bronze..' A~l" \\"11<"n.l tOIll 
nrdc s('('I11\ to han' been added (0 tht' (",i"'ling ('nrio ... urt' at 1)('\';)\ Quoits but it i.., not drar 
that "tleh <;ilt's \\t'f(' maintained O\"rr tht' l'min' period in \\ hich round harro\\":oj \\lTt' i}('ing 
(llI}"'lrurt('(\ in tht ,urr()undjn~ an'a. I"hi ... final pha ... t· ('XH'mJ.., li'om about 2S()() to 13(11) Be, 
III I.ltn 

Suth monumt'l1h arc oftYI)(· ... which an' \\(,11 ('..,tahli ... hed. ("\t'll iftht'ir inttTpn'tatio!1 I('TlMilh 
i.l rOlHroversicll issue, One result of r('n'IlI firld\\ork on Iht, ~raH+' of the l'ppn Thilllw ... h.l ... 
bl't'll liw recognition of other kinds of field 11l011l1l111'111 \\'hkh ctlT mort' dillicult 10 dtaliH"It'l'isc, 
SOI11t' of Ihe ... 1' an' 11('\\ lO lilt' regioll "hil ... , others appeal 10 \)(' unique, TIlt' t'llcio\U IT tit Ihl' 
t'a ... t (,lid of til(' DorchcstCT-On- rhalTIes (,'ur,>u ... is it t\pical n:amplt., for its p<tnially {'illl,>{'\\ayc'd 
dil<"h i'> not (CHlIlel anywhn(' d'>e. Similarly .l tr.lpl'/.oidal enclosure at \\'arhnroug-h n1il~ pro\"(' 
10 hi' a Ill'\\ foml of mortuary ('nclo,>ure. "hil .. t exca\iltion al BarrO\\ Hill .... (:it\ I.lI"111 .met 
Cril\Tlly (iuy appt'ars to llilvt' idelltiflNI il nt'\\ \',lrianl of Ihe 'Iwn~f()ml' {'ndosurc a "'I11,tll 
ulnrlar cnclosun' defined b~ a clt't'p lrcnrh, \\ hirh in t\\O (',tsrs was held in plan' In ,I \\lIodnt 
IT\'t"tmenl. I 

\t Radle) prohablc pit or pond barrm,s h.\\I· htTn tdl'l1tifi('d and ,I furthtT n:amplt' (omt'" 
Ii'om \\',tll~ Comer. Berinsfil'id. Similarl\ , ,lI (;ra\"('I1\ (,m l'xcayalion h.b idl'lllifini .lI1 

undated po~t ("irde of penannul~tr fonn ~\lnid"'l .t ,>C,llier 01 lalt' :\t~oljlhi(' and Bcakn pih. 
("his cirdt, could hil\T been aligned on Lilt" Illit ...... in· Stanton I L.UHlurt ·\\·c,,>n;' harnl\\ 1 Somt' 

of thc,;l' struClun') ran be parallt'i<'d oUl",ic\(- Iht' l'h<1lllc", V,liley. and thi ... i ... ('\-en IllOI'( (\(0.11"1\ 

Lilt' ("a~(' \\ilh mhcr monument'> in til(" (hliu'd fl'gion. )"Ilt' rropmark of tht' UIlt'X('.\\iHl'd 

Drayton lung- han"o\\ shO\\,> Ihat it is nankt'd 1)\ nm:-.idnahh' side dirrhC''i, .t Icalun' \\ hirh it 
... h;ul'd \,jth hl'tH'r-known ('x am pies on tht' \\ 'nsC', (halk. Other ("onnl'niol1s may ('xlI'nd 0\"('1 

much grcatn dis lances. Thm Ihe heng-I' at Dnrrheslt'r-oll-Thamc:o:; Bi g- Rillg ... i.s I11mt dtlst'l~ 

ptlrallekd hy silt,s in north Yorksh ire," till' \\"hisp{'rill,l!; Knights portal dolmt'll is mol'(, like 
silt'S in \\'ales ilnd Irdand, and Ihl' Rollright SWIlt'''' haH' li:.ulIIt' ... in ('omllton "ith 1I101l1l11ll'lIts 

in north-wl· ... t Lng-land. 
One ad\'cll1l<ig-t' of lal"g-e-sCille rr'>t·u{" t'Xl.!\ ,lti(1Il ha ... I>(TI1 tht, oppnrtunit\ "hi("h it (lllt-n'd 

tll go beyond thl' indi\·idllal l1lonunwnts and 10 ,>ludy 110\\ dinc'rcm strurtun's WtTt' huilt ill 
relation to Ollt' another. Thc (;rI1H'II\' (;lI~ i.\nd YarillOll projnt'> han' !'.ill'd ... onw light OJ1 Iht' 
rl'l.ttinnship h('l\\{'Cn such monument... ilnd "'("llit-mel1l ~tn",l"', Thn't' IllClI1UI1WI1I (,Oll1plt-w ... 

lir .. t used in tht, \Iiddle :\('olithi( han' 11m, hlTT} ,tudit'd in del.til and Ihe .. ,' han ... 11('d nllt
"'1c!c'rablt, li~ht 011 tht' \\a\ ... in \, hit h clifft'n'lIt gl ()UP" (If IlHH1Ul11rnts "nt' Ilrgani",('d in till 

B.ult" I't .11 "I' nt, nut.· i"l. 
\\'hink I't .11 111111" 11. IH 2111 
(..'''1', up. (it. !lotI" I , Platt' '~n 
,\ !lard.n-, Ill!' J)i .. ("u~si()n· in n,m la, ,11111 1I.IIpill, 01'. t it, not!' II. 

I Ibid 
\ nard.l\ .lI1d R nlUma.~, I'n'hi !O!"lt !-"i'a!ure', 111\ Bmk \ i),wld. J) \liln ,IIU\\ \Iutld, III lhfiml,hlTr 

1",/11 'Ia\In! (,mlrlmr ; Hmn.fvld find Ind, 1/ I him\(' \ .,11.,\ Lmli...; aI" \1(>1\" '1.lph '0 1:1 1'1"') 

IJ.lnl.I'. I'P, tit. Tlnle" 71 
(; I_lml)rick. ·ni...;u~~i()n. III (, I .. unhmk ('( •• 1 III)' IiI 11\11t· lH 
Whittle (.\ ,II., lip, tit. n(ll(' II, I'll ':\ 
I .. unhri,'k. np. ('il. nute '27, 111 21 
I .. unbril k ('t "I up. tit. nolt" iH. Hn, of' I it (!Qt, \1[ 
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\\ icier land ... capt·. In tht· account thLH follow .. \\1' ... hall consickr tht'" :\'eolithic phases of til(" (' 
ite"'" ... t·parateh from de\'elopment-. during th{" BCLlkt.·r and Larl~ Bronze .-\gt' periocf... 

rill' fiT"it of thc,,-<' combined t\\O \\t·ll·kno\\11 ... itc: ... : tilt" .\bmgclon came\\ayed t'ndosun' <wcl 
thr ... {'ri('~ ormonunwnt~ ali~cd upon it kno\\n.h 8.1rn)\\ I I ill.." Radin. Excin-ation at B.lrro\\ 
I I ill.., durin~ the mid 1980<.; procluC'ed a numbn of ..,urpri..,in~ rt·~ulb. Somt' of LilC barrows 
from whit h tht' sil(' took iL"i nam(' \'~('n' aln'ady knm\ n to bt· .. t.., ... oriated with rich Early Bron/c' 
.\gt' hurial<.;, hut thi ... work ~hO\\{'d that "'OO1e of tilt' uthcr monumenb \\-ert" in filet built during 
til(' "t'olithic period. TI1(' earlie ... t Wi.\<.; an mal h.lrro\\ placed on the oppo<.;itr bank of a small 
..,tn'am to thl' inner ditch of the C'au ... e\\ayed (·nriO\Ufr. Thi ... mound was as<.;ocialed with two 
inhumation burial.., and was probably of the same diur dS till' nearby encl()~urc. A ~('fit's of 
dislinrtiH' deposit.... including allllt'r. hUlllan bOil(". flint and shrrds ofpont'!"Y, han hern pltln'cI 
afOund lh(' {'nd of til(" barrow. and tht'sl" had pre'ris(' ('oullll''l)ans ilmon~ the material in thc' 
t·m.:lo ... lIf1' ditch. I nll' bUJ;als a..,s(Kiated with th(' m"al ban"()\\ \\(,ft· not the only examph· ... on 
thiS 'iiw, Radiocarbon datin~ has shown that lIwl"e wcre also "rolithic nal ~an's at Barrm\ 
Ilill'i which brlong-("d to the "ian1l' period as thc' rallse\\ayed t'ndosure"'J This is the fir.,t ("('111-

l'1cry of its kind to he found in Hritain and prm"idc's anotl1l'r reminder that human acti\'it) 
onc'n extended w('11 beyond the oUln limit'i of "m'h '..,ites'. Durin~ the Lau' :\'t'olithic period 
B.lrrl)\\ Ilills rrt~lin{'d ih importann:, allhou~h lIw prl' .. ('n(T of a nint ... catt('f and a snit,s of 
pits mi.\~ sll~~eM that this was .t ",('ul('ment .In'a.· . \~ain th<- ... (, pib could include complex 
citposits of anrf,ln'i, and a rkh as"iclllblagc in(: I\lclin~ finely dt'COralt"d Grom"ed \\'an' \\<l.'i 

found close to tht, end of Ih(' olcit-r lon~ barrm\-. "iug~estin~ that the sit(, n'lained som("thin~ 
of it~ original si'{llificancr .. -\ miniature hengc rnonument \\,b built at about the same timt· 
i.md. ali \\(" ... hal1 sct', iL becanlt' .l focal point in th(' la~out of the Beak{'r and Ea.rly Bron/c' 
,\~{' hi.\rrO\\ l"l"m('tt·~". 

\1 Drayton til{' nonhern st'nion of.l mi~jor nll· ... u.., ('omplex \\as exca\-arc'cI. Thi~ \\,l<'; huilt 
sOI1l('wlll'rr ht'twt't"l1 3600 and :noo Be and i ... on{' of til{' carli('st so far known in Britain. 
On this ~ile two sen ions of ClIr .. us are laid out on the 'ianw alignment on cilhcr sid{' of i\ 
..,tr('al11. That ali'{l1l11cnt is echoed hy olhf.'f, lIll('x(";H"alt'd monuments in lhe \kinity including 
,iln C'lonl{iltcd l"ntiot;urr and anothn long- bano\\. \\'ork in thl' 1930:0, abo id{'mified a pit 
("{mlaining- lilt' hurials of o;c\'cral indi\-idu.ll'i within the arc.} of lhe" soutlwrn section of till" 
t"lIT"iU'i.·' Th{'f(' "t"em to haH' I)(>('n fe\\ l"ont('llIporary fcatlln'.., around til(' nonhern fUf'iU'i. 
Sub ... equetll dt'\"('lopnwnt:; on lhi.., silt· arc c1i'irtl ... scd helow. 

Like the .\bin~d(}n/BarrO\\ Ilills (·ol11plex. the monuments .\l Dorchcster-on-Thamt'.., han' 
becn c'xravated o\"('r a Irng-thy period. For m'lIl~ yt'ar.-. the ~ituation \\as further (omplicatrd 
hC'«llN' tht' re"lIlts of ..,orne of the' ITI<lin (·xra\"atinn<.; wrH' not a\ailablr" By combining- tht· 
[(' .. lilts of \\ ork in lht, 19-10s and ,jO~ \\ ilh lhn\t· of rescue t'x(',,,"ation when the" Dorches(('r-on
J 'hal1l(,s I"P<'LSS w<ts cOlhlructrd, \\t' t'an say !',ol1lt'lhing about the cien'lopml'llt of this monu
nwnt complex. although mort' than one int(''l)r('tation i'i poo;siblr at 'iomt' points in lht' 

""'qut'IKt'. H 

I"hr main fi.-atlln· of this (:omple'x i ... an alignmt·T1t of 1ll01ll11TI('llts of S('\"('ral different kind: 
t\\O long: ('ntioslln· ... and two t"irruLu ... tru("(ur('s prm i..,ionally intcrprelt'"d a<.; round barro\\ .... 

n.lrll.l\ , (Ill rll 11011' HO 
Br.ldlt·\" up (II 11111(' II 
H.an 1.1\, OJ>" III 1101("' 80. 
lIud 
B.1I11,1\ 1'( ,II " lip" ell" IIUIt· :32 
I" I 1.('('cI, \ ~,mm \ 'iIlal!t'" ncar Sultun Court'·II,I\. Ik'rk hirr' IT(luuI:l~. 71 192"l 11(1 91" 
I\r.ull,·, .tnd Ch.lmhrl'l up" ("it. nol'" II \\niulr t" aJ up" cit nOl!' II 
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rhese' weft" originally built quite separately from one another, but they were linked together 
durin~ a «condal) phase by lho building of the cursus during the Middle Neolilhic period. 
nlal monument reinforced the original alignment and did so on a massive scale, but once it 
had been built there is no evidence that it was ever refurbished. Rather, like the Drayton 
('UfSUS, its importance was emphasised by the creation of orner monuments around it. The 
main strunures werc of Late Neolithic dal(,. AU were single-entranced 'hengifonn' enclosure!), 
although till')' might he defined in several different ' .... ays: by pib, by ditches or even by rinlir' 
of poSLs. Some of these structures \,err built inside the- CUJ~US. others were just outside, but 
in ('\'cl)' case these monuments wrr(' aligned along its path. As these monuments decayed, 
their positions S('(,Ol to have been markl'd by deposits of artefacts or of cremated human bones. 

This sequence came to an end with the construction of the massive double-ditched enclosure 
known as Big Rings which had a differrm orientation from the cursus complex. This was a 
J1('nge monument ofa rather unusual type, although a local parallel may be found at Conciicotc 
on the Cotswolds. This development marks a significant change in the use of the Dorcht'ster
on-Thames complex. Elsewhere the same transition was marked by the construction of henge 
monuments in a completely new setting. This tertainly applies to the Dc,il's QuoiLt; at Stanton 
Harcourt," whert' there had been na Neolithic monuments of any size, and the "arne is trur 
of the enclosure ilt Condicote, which has so much in common with Big Rings. Such develop
ments contrast '\-'Ith the situation further ta the south-west at Avcbury where one of tht" largt"sl 
henge monumcnts of all was built not far from the exceptionally rich causewaycd cndu\un' 
at Windmill lIill. 

rhcse st~qu{'nce, did not end with the Neolithic period, and exceptionally rich burials and 
other features haH' been found in barrows dosc to many of these older monuments. The 
simplest cyidcnte comes from Drayton where most of the pit deposits that were idt"ntified in 
the 1985 6 excavations belonged to the secondary use of the site during the Beakt"r pha..·H,~. 
Interestingly, lht' scatter of Beaker pits was along a stretch of the cursus with relatively few 
Early Bronze Age ring ditches. 1n contri.l\t, E.T. Leeds excavated three ring ditches and il pit 
snHter across the adjacent northern end of the south cursu!; and found no Beaker material. 

Therc wert' similar developments at Dorchester-an-Thames ,,,here a number of Beaker and 
Early Bronz{' Age round barrows were built around the site of the cursus. The positions of 
others fCK'used on Big Rings. Thc same d('\'clopment has been identified at StanlOn I laft'ourt, 
where a major cluster of round barrows formed around the Oevil's Quoits, and on a smallel 
\Cale around the Rollright Stones.'''' ~Iuch the clearest e,·idencc for the continued use of exist
in~ ritual compl{'xes is at Barrm\- Hili'S, Radley where two parallel rows of unusually large 
round barrows were built, leadin~ towards the position of the Abingdon causewayed enelmure 
and incarporatin~ a smaU henge monumrnt constructed during the Latc ~eolilhic period. 
The unusual plan of this cemetel)" can be paralleled at Lambourn on the Berkshire Downs, 
but Olhenvise has much more in common wnh groups of barro",,·s on the \\'essex chalk and 
particularly those near to Stonehenge. That may also explain the unusually rich contents of 
the graves excavated at this sile, which 'Show a complex sequence of artefacts extending from 
carly in thc Beaker phase right through the Early Bronze Ag{A .'11 \ \,ith the exception of a few 
indi,,;dual barrows. one of which is locatcd ,·t"ry close to the Devil's Quoits;1R there are rew 

R.m Id~ (·t ai., op, cit. not(, 55. 
Lambric:k, op. cit not(, 27. 
Barda~ .md Halpin, op. cit. note 54 
D.B ilardcll and R,C. Trew('eits. 'Excav<ltiom itt Stantoll Harcourt, Oxon., 1940: II', OKOmnIJUJ, 10 (I9-1"1), 
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Early Bronze Age gra\'C assemblages of similar quality outside \\'essex. :\'Ol all the Bronze 
Age cemeteries of the Upper Thames were built around older monuments, but it is cenainl) 
true that the barrm\-'S around the :'\eoliLhic eanhworks at Radley and ~onh toke seem to 
have been built in a wider varieey of types than the relali\'ciy simple:: monumenlS within Ihr 
cemeteries of Cassington, FoxJey Farm, Stanton Harcourt and Standlake.'J'J 

Although such spectacular finds are undoubtedly imponant, we must remember that in 
many parts of th(" Oxford region the monuments were less impressive and may not have been 
grouped into ceremonial complexes of this kind. This seems to be the case at Yamlon where 
aU the monuments had been conceived on a relatively small scale. Although they were located 
near to the settlement area, there is evidence that the two zones were complementary (Fig. 
2).lfXI It may be that 'lites such as wese, which are partly concealed by the floodplain, were 
rather more closely integrated into the pattern of everyday life than the larger and more 
impressive structures on the higher gravel terraces. In morc generaJ terms it seems as if 
locations with Middle Neolithic monuments, like those at Drayton and Radley, might be 
reused as settlement sites during the Late Neolithic, whilst the places selected for Beaker and 
Early Bronze Age burials were restricted to rituaJ activities. In that case it seems more likely 
that the occupation areas , .. 'ere in between the monument complexes. 

The distribution of these concentrations of monuments raises many interesting questions, 
for it is striking how often they are found aJong the river corridor. Here they are most apparent 
close to connuences. The sheer number of those groups of sites is quite remarkable, as most 
of them occur at inter\'als of no more than five to tell kilometres, meaning that, whilst each 
may have been located , .. ;thin its own territory, none ' .. 'as more than a short joumey from iLS 
neighbours. Sometimes the monuments fonn pairs located on opposite banks of a river. 

There is an important development during the history of these sites. ""Thilst the main fonns 
of Middle Neolithic monuments curSlises, long enclosures, causewayed enclosures, long bar
rows and round barrows are not always found together, they are fairly densely distributed 
along the river gravels. The replication of these monuments might suggest that the landscape 
was very rragmented during this period or settlement. 101 The major henges of the Late ~eo
lithic, however, are considerable distances apart, suggesting that their construction and use 
might have been related to a much wider area. This may provide some indication of growing 
political centralisation at this time. 102 To a large extent the siting or Early Bronze Age barrow 
cemeteries continued this trend, ror their positiono;; were often influenced by the presence of 
older ceremoniaJ centres. 

It is the disuse of these monument complexes that defines the end of the period considered in 
this paper, for the order imposed on the local landscape by enclosures, mounds and earthwork 
alignments was onl) disrupted b) the creation of field boundaries in the \Iiddle and Latr 
Bronze A~es. There is good evidence ror the abiding imporlance of places on the Cots wolds 
and the ri,"er gra,'c!s over as long as t"o'O thousand five hundred years, and then that continuity 
was broken. 

Thrse locaJ histories of monuments and the ceremonies associated with them show much 
the same persistence in different places. At RoHright, for instance, the construction or an early 
fonn of megalithic LOmb was followed by the building of a stone circle, most probably in the 

.. Harel"y, op. ciL note 80. 
Hey, op. cit- nOle 30 
J. Harding, 'Social hUlories and regional per<;pt'cli\"e'i in the :\eoillhic of 10'-' land England', Prrx Prthut . . \;)( 

fil 19951. 117 361",. p 126). 
IbKl 128 30. 
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Lau' :":rolithic period, and then by a series of Early Bronze Age round barrows. On the gravel!; 
lhe moltumem complexes at Dorchestcr-on-Thames. Stanton Harcourt, Drayton or ~orth 
Stoke all ,hare a history that commenced in the Middle ~eolithj and extended imo the Early 
Bmnzl' • \~e. yet in other places, for examplr Benson or Stadhamplon, ilial sequence may nOl 
havl' dcv('\oprd 0\ t'r such a long period of time and these locations need nOl have bt'cn used 
for monuments after the ~('olithic pc:riod. \t DorcheslC"r-on-Thames the inAurnce of til(' 
rur'iUS monument lasted until the middle of thl' Brol17.t' Age \vhen a ditched field system was 
cOI1\lrU('led <lUOS' its path, \\--hilr al uxhladt" a .. imilar arrangement of fields re"'pecH'd the
Early Bronze Age barrow=->, but by tht' Latc.' Bronzc A~e/E<.lrly Iron Age the situation had 
changed and newly built land boundarit's slKt'd through one of the mounds and cut across 
111(' CUI'SUS, At Barrow I I ills) no nt'w mounds were built after the Early BronZ(' Agc} although 
til{' plan' ,,:as still used for bUl];n~ the dead in tht' i\licldle and Late Bronze Ages, After that 
it was abandoned until the Roman pniod, At Slamon Ilarcourt a similar abandonment of 
tht' early prehistoric monument complC'x orcurred, "ith little ~liddJe Bronze .\ge '-lcti\'ity, 
Hmvc\'cr, while thc cultural discontinuity is as strom~ hcre as 3nyv.here, there arc hims that 
thc' ('arl) prehislOrir pauem of land ust' and grazing rie;hL'i O\"('r the ceremonial complex may 
ha\'l' 'iurvin'd and strong-Iy innuenccd the organisation of lat(, pn:hislOric and farly Roman 
s('ulemellt and land use, IU 

)'hest' dC\'l'lopmt'nts are amon~ the ('arliest ('\'id('nc(' of quite n('\\ attitudes to place, to the 
natural world and even lO the pil ... t ibc'l[ They are all part of a de\'eiopment that ... ('ems 
romIJrt'hc,'mible today, for they ht"lp(.'d IC) ('slahlish tht, aKficultural land"'fapes that still influ
('nft' our pern'ptions of thc Oxford n'giun, rhi~ pap(,r ha ... been concerned with what was 
lht,ft, before those landscapes wef(' rrt'aH'd_ If it hil~ one Illt's'iage for archaeologbLS slUdyin~ 
the dcyeiopm('nt of this area. it is this: the ("adicr pr("hislOric world is e\'en more remote from 
our experiellce than it appear('d wh(,11 '\(' beg-an to study it. O\-cr the last ten years till' 
onhodo:\i('~ h,\\"c slipped from OUf grasp. ("hat is why it is \vonhwhile comidering this cvidenn' 
aglllll, 

, G l...tmbri,'k, I'hf' d('\,dnpment (Jr!alt· prThi\torll .tnd Roman f.lnning on lhe Thame~ grd\"ds·. ill ~t Fulford 
,tnd L. ;.; i( huls C'ds • Dr 'f!~ landI apn oj I~u land 8nw",. tht (Uc},.w!op of 1M 8ntuh ~lJI'fls: 0 ralnl: Soc ,\ntiq 
()na~ Pap_ II 10/12 78 105 


