
A Middle Iron Age Settlement at Deer Park Road, 
Witney: Excavations in 1992 
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with contributions b) :-L\RK ~l\[;IRY, ~ L\RK ROIlIl'iSO:--, FI01>,\ ROE, CHRIS SALlER, and 
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SUIM.\R\ 

ReUUf n(QmtlOru at land (rut of Den Park Road. f "ilm:),. rrcorded tht remains of an unencloud middle 
Iron .Ig' "lIlnnml . • 1 round"o"", daltd Jrom a (harroal Jampl, 10 390 115 cal BC, and IlJJorialtd 

ito/urts U'tT' dear()' dishncljTom a second aTla qf flalurts grouptd around a limt.Jwnt pal.'tmoll JOint J 40 m. 
to llu north .• ITllfactual nidt1lct. mainly from tht roundhouse and ntar~}·flatuTtJ . .suppleme1lted by charrtd 
("tal rtmai1ls from Ilu arto of limtstone POl.7.ng, su~i(tjts that lilt mhabilaniJ practised a mixed subsistmu 
tronon~v Hluilar '0 that knou'n from other l 'pptr Thalllts JiltS of tIlt period. Increasing (onctrn u'llll 
drainage oj tht roundhouse might have conln'buled to fl'mllwl abandonment rif the sile, 

I' I ROIlLC"II{)~ (Fi.,..1 and 2) 

A sah-age exca\"alion was undenaken on land adjacent to Deer Park Road, \\TiLDey, b) 
COls\ .... old Archacological Trust in October and :\m"cmber 1992. The site, localed on 

the western edge of \\'itney, was centred on :\TG R SP338100 within the \ \'cst \\' itney 
])e\'elopmcnl, an area of residential housing. The salvage exca\'ation was commissioned b) 
Coumrysidc Planning and ~ lanagemem on behaJf of 80\"is Homes South \\'estern! Limited. 

Outline planning permission had been granted for the site prior to the introduction of 
Planning Policy Guidance :\Ole 16 in 1991. Howen'"r, the dc\"elopers had commissioned an 
archaeological assessment of the site in July 1991, I and subsequently, at the request of the 
Oxfordshire COUIll)" Archaeological Service, an e\"aluation in .\'ovember of the same year. 
The evaJuation revealed prn"iously unsuspected middle Iron Age activiry in the form of 
postholes, surfaces and ditch alignments in two apparently discrete areas of the development 
site.' In October and :\ovember 1992 BO\is Homes (Sollth lI'estern) Limited provided 
funding and resources for limited sakage excavation of these two areas i.l1 advance of house 
building. 

Countrp,ide Plannin't and ~ Iana~("ment. 111111..,. 0ifqrdJhm" . lrthatO '"flCIl1.1ppraulll TS Rep" 1991 • 
(j T Walk('r. Dm Pa,! RMJJJ. lJ"i/llry. Oxfurdshiu. , lrduJl'(J~1l1 f~lID/l II C \T IS Rep. 9163, 1991 . 
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Fi~. 2. Excavation Areas. 
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Ill<' ... ilC', \) ill~ \\ ilhin fllfmn i.l~n("ultural land wnrk{'d from Det'!" Park Farm to the:' ('<1Sl, 

IltTupi("".1 1.,\'('\ .m'a of ground.lI lOS m. o.n \\hith drop ... g('ntly away on all but lhl' ~\\ 
"i(lI-. 10 Iht, \ and E of the ... iu· lilt' \'all<") of liw Rin'r \\'indru ... h rnclmif:-' til{' high gmlllld. 
\\hiht tht, minor valley of the Cohq'll Brouk (·ndo ... (· ... tilt' silt.' to thl' S ,md \\'. fhe Coh\{'11 
Brook, ri ... ill~ fhun a ..,pring I km. di ... tam prO\ iell· ... til(" do ... eM and mm.( fe-adit\" al"("(', ... ihl(' 
,ounT 01 111nnin~ fn',h wala. 

I'll(' ... Ht' I" eli, id(,d ht'I\\('('11 Kella\\ <1\ Clay in tilt' :'\ and tilt.' on-r\) l1lg Kdl<~way S.tllds in 

lilt, !'-,. BOIh 1()I'1lI <lll island \\ itilln the.: 'iuIT()lIllclill~ Combra ... h.' 
Tht' :-.oil "'('qUl'llc(' was ('onsislt'nt across Ih(' sitt" nHnprising a hUllllls-rirh LOpsoil 

oH'dying ,\ c.:layt'y-ioam suhsoil, .\ deposition hori/.on of SlOtH's SOrll"d from lhe suh'ioil 
<I,hm'(', IIldil:atcd the 'iia' \\as long in use a~ pa'iIUIT. thus accounting for Ihc , ... elJ-pn''i('ryed 
nHlditil)11 of till' ;'Irchaeolo,{iral rt'main'i" 

\11 IIfOI)OI.()(i' 

Dt"taiit'd ("X(:i.l\~\lion of tht" silt" \,a .. st'\l"n:h hilndifi.lppt·d hy thl" prnailing wet \\(".lIhn 
l onditioll" throu~hoUl lhl" \\ intl'r momh .. or :\m'C'mbn and D('u:mhl.'r. parucularly durinlJ; 
\"O\·cmbn. Ihe "l'neSt refordcd liJr 50 ycal"~" On rrcqUl'1ll ofcasion'i "c\"l"ral days' work '\oil'" 
rt'l1citn"d USl'il"S'I aller spells of pe..'ISiSlt.'1lI rain" During thl' ("\c~l\"iHioIl hOUb of fOlllinuolis 
pllnlping-iaslill.l!; \l'\Tral days Wl'n' J"t'quirl'd I() clt'ar the eX(',1\'alion arCil'" oj" i.llTumulated \\allT" 

In .\rca ,\, by pumping- from a ["1'£,(" "limp CXl';J\"llt'd in the gran'l. it \,as pos.,ihle to redun" 
till' willn lahll' lemporarily to allo\\ d('C'pn f('allin's to be l'\:ca\·<ttcd in rdatin' comfort. I"lIis 
"as not po .. sihlt' in .\rea B wh('l"(' t1wrc Wil'" no Ii'('t'-draining gra\"l~1 e..'apping to the da~. 

1"11(' main <llllh of the IIlH'illgaliol1 \'"{'IT to ITU}\'l'1 .i plan of the..' 'iitt, and to char.irtt'ri/l· 

and dall" tilt" oC('upation by I(,COHn of artdil("lUal and (,Iwironrnt'ntill ~amplr:." Typic'all), 
this UlIlsi ... lt'd or samplin.l{ hy hand-cxca\'ation ~III planned f(~atur('~, l'x("epi where they \\ ('I'{' 
clearl\' of it repctilious natul"(' and ("onsicil-rcd unlikely to yield further significallt 
inf()rnlatiol1, or, as was mon' oht'n Ihe ca ... ('. ,\olwrt· n'p"i.Hcd or prnlon~l'd submersion It1~Hk 
their I'XCow.ilion imprartical. 

,\lthough 1'\'~\ll1ati{)n had nOl rl'\"('aled I he.." pn''''('l1u' of the roundhuu'il" it had pn'diul'd 
thai 1"1'In.lins of habiLalion l"ould 1)(' t'xPt'e.. H'd. 'J(),)Soil .md .. ubsoil mi.Khinr ~Iripping ill ~\n'a 
.\ "as tlwn'fon' initially e..'arril'd out o\'('r a notional area within \\hirh remalll~ 'HIT 

Lll1tinpatt"tl. I'hi ... area" as sul)s('quc'nLiy exlt'mkd ,lI1d mudified to an:ommodate addition,ll 
alTas of arti, il\ \\ here il \,as practicable to do 'iO within the ('()IlstraiIllS or thl' sitl' 
1lll'\'itablv. Ilw(·hankal stripping during a period of \Try had wealher kd to some trullci.uioll 
oj" .lrdl~tt'ol()~i(,i.Il depo<;ils" In .\rt'.l B. "hen' J fOftiS of ;'l(.ti\·ity had IWl'n readily ickntilit·d 
li'om tlw C"valuiuion. machine stripping- progressed outward from hcrt' to the point \\'h('l'(' 
l'itiwl" pin ... i,·,,1 constraints or tht' absl~lUe of 1('.Hures l'stahli'du'd Ihl' e..'xcJ\·ation limits. 

Bt'l'\('l'n the two open l'Xra\iHion <In'as lilll'al II'I'mhinK' \\'as undt'rtaken to ~uppkml'lH 
thl" 19~)I naluatioll tn'Ill'hl'\ .. Ind prmidr <l riwrk Oil thest'" 

(.(·"I,,~i(.11 "-1111\'''' nf (;/t',11 Rril.lin I.n~J.II\(1 ,mel \\'IIt" II 'JhU7, shul 1."lfI\,,(,d un" /)njl Fdz/l n I ;{J,UO(} 'nits 

]'lH2 
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ROUlld/IOW' Fi~. + 

rlu' prim'ip.11 ff'3IUre \\ithin .\r(,,;1 A wa!o. d roundhomt'_ rhi~ \\,\S a ("irtuiM struC"lurt' bounded on the ;\ bo. ;l 

~hitIlO\\ and narro\\ ~lIy runnin~ ("ontinuou~ly from til(> front t'ntrann° on Iht' \\' 10 a r('ar f'mranct' on the' 'L. 
and mirrored by iI gull~ of ~imilar dimensions to the S, ;Ilthou~h thi~ \\a~ in('"omplC'l(, o"cr a :L) m. Il'n,~h un till" 
SE sid(". Opposin~ this br('<.lk and extendin~ around Ihe L ... idt" of till' h()u~(' ..... h illl outer ~ully OhS. 

I he innf'r gully ring had undergone several r('nmings dllrif\.~ it~ lil<-tinw. Initially. the lip;! ("('cut 070 app('ar~ to 

h,\\'(" fi)lIo\\cd tht' full line of the originalg-ully 19:2, tlnd prohably al\f) nqs and ]q4 un the S although thl' latin 
rdalion~hip '~as not t('sl("d by excavation. Subsf'qucnt r('(-uts. 190 ilnd 187, \H'rf' restricted to thr gully terminals 
adj<ltt'[H to lilt' tn.lin entrance. Notably, these were dceper and wi(i<'r than till' prf'\ious gullit'" but \H'I'(' !.UIT 

d('ilr('d out b\ "lIlalkr final rt'cuts . 
• \1 tilt' s<lIne lime as lht' terminal~ were decpened a ~tt'{'p-~idt"d pit lfib Wil' I;ut throu~h gull} 070 to an '" .1 

sump. Fill.llly, it ~hort spur I B I \~as cut at me end of gull~ 173. Shon len~ths of gully like 181 are found appt'nded 
\() til(' main ditch (·irde- ill Other site~ and, a~.11 ,\slwillt' for instann', h.l\"(" !x'en illlerprt'ted as foundation Ir('l1(l1('s 
for \\ atll(' \\ indhreaks. I Howe\"("r, a more plau~ible interpr<'t.lIion IWI"(· \\ould be as a ~oakaway or overOO\\ 

I-hc aaurllulatioll or dOtnl"tic rubbi~h, particulilrl\. \\ ithin thc' t{'rminal~ of tilt' illl1(:'r gullie,. per-.i~lf'nt n'(unin~ 
and the .Ib,('nce ofpmt- or ~take-S('Ltin~ within the gullil"s (kad~ indicates that thl' main dit{-h (·irdt" \\as.1n o)l(·n 
ft·alurt" illtt'mled 10 drain ,\ata shed from the roof oftht" house, and \\a, 1It"\l"r ,truttural 

rhe illlernal arrangements of the house focus mainl:- on lht' group ofp(""tholt'~ dll~lt'rt"d around lhe \\" r'ntrann' 
1\\0 ofthr,r, H80 and 07h, formed the emranct' post!\ 10 thc' building; Ihe c'l(lngateu form of the lattl"r sugg<",ts il ma, 
ha\(' 1lt"ld 1\\0 po~I~. olle for a lintel, me other from \\hkh the door may haH' hung. Thl" function of tht' rt"lllilillil1\,\' 
(·ighl plhlhoi<-s i;, It,,~ ob\iou" although the follo\\in~ tl"ntali\t' int('rprl"tatioll is om'red. Inward, and to tilt" ("I'nm' of 
tht, main t'ntranc(' and placrd c(,ntrally ""ilhin iI, po,thnle 071 hc'ld .111 upri~hl to ~upport a ridg("+pie("(' for a dormer 
OHr Iht' door. Po tholr 08:.!, although ilS large as lhoQ' of lill" dl)orw.l~. (.lIl1lot rt'adil) !)f' accommooatl"d \\ithin ,ln~ 
ck'ic;n for this ,md must therefore have been part of IIl1' wall ,tructurt', .1' alo;o the ~m,llIer 084-, .\ further posthok 
:.?:J8, ~imililr in ~iLt" 10 OSt, \\as nOted '>Orne 3 m. di lant and \\(mld abo fall .Idjact'nt to a projected \\alllilll". II\. till' 
rt'ar l"lltranct' two further postholes, 169 and ~maller 171, may ha\(' ht'ld .1Il upright for Ihe roof and J>('fhap~ .1 

doorpo~t, II0wI"ver, nl) ("oITt'!jJxmding postholl"~ , ... cre present on tht' S ~id(' of ttl(" rear t'ntran(c. 
1"11(' r("mainin~ lenglh of wall betwct"11 the fronl .Ind rear door~ of tht' building ,\.I~ le5~ well ser\"("d with P(),ts. 

tlwrr lX'ing only Ollt' ch.,finitt' examp!t', I i5, Sl"t well inward of Iht' wall. Th;~ is ~o distant from the proje("(t'd w,l11 
lin(' th.1t it rt'p<lir to a rafter or perhaps iI post upon "hid, a \\,IIIIt' scrt't'n Wo'H fix('d to define a bay ilg.tinst the \\,,11 
would ~eem th(' J1\O~t lik('lv interpretation. Finally, pO.'otholr 078, srI we']] Wilhiu tlit' body of the housI" (·nuld 
'imilady rl"pr('sl'rlt a rcpair 10 Ihe- rafters near lilt' door"ay, a mOl"l' ,ub,t'lIllial allchor for a S{'ft"ell, p('rhilp~ i.l~o 
attached to 082, or allCnl<lti\·t'ly 011t' of a pair of upri'l"lm, \ ... hich could have included (·ither 082 or on, upon 
whifh a wea\in~ loom wa~ mounled. 

I"hr('(' otllt"r features within the roundhou~e l11('rit attt'llIiol1 Fe'atu\"(' 177 adj.K('1lI to the frolll cloor \\.1' an 
t'lollR"aled pit containing a moderate amount of c!liIrt'oal. \~.Iinsl the ea~t wall of the hou~(' anothrr eionc;alnl 
,hallow pit 072 wnlaiued a little charcoal aIOl'~ wilh a broken quem .1IId pOllery. This was Ilankt-d I~ a "rq>­
si(kd narro" gully 222 containin~ wme dldrcoal. hurnt (I,I~ .Hld d IO(lIIl\\t'i~hl. Int.:rnill fl".HlIIes .. uth.h tilt·", ,kil· 

rdat;n-Iy rart' occurrence~, ahhou~h some c!ar-lillcd (-'ilmple ... at CI.tydon Pikt' Glo~" wert' illlt'rpn·u'd as "atc'r­
container-. or ("ookin~-llOle~. In the ab~ellce of lining milleri.tl, hue til(' l11osllikel~ intt"rpretation for 07:.? ,md 177 
are cooking-hulf'!o; ahhou~h lhe "mall feature 222 i ... too ~mall for Ih;§ and <In ahernati\"{' funoion mtl,t 1)(' ,0uC;ht. 

!"he juxtapo,itioll of pits, posthole, and drainage gullies dd"inl' tht' ol\ailablr ~paee \\hieh the walb of tht" 
building could ha\"(' ocnlpied. ,\Jonl( the 1\' arc !x-l\\{'ell the front ,md rt'ar doors thi~ ~ .... ell defined and rt"gular. \ 
{'ircll', conC'{'ntric .... ith tht" centrt" lin(' of the :'\ drip gully, de~cribcd throu~h doorposLS 076 and 080 and rear d{K.)r 
poslhol(' 171 would be jll~t oVt"r 9 tn. ;n diamrter and would Ix- (Io,cly flanked on tht" interior by J>O,th()lt,S OH:!, 
081 and 238. On the S sid(' the S) mmclry of d('~igJl i~ It,,(. Pit 177 ~il\ clost.' to the inside t"d.~e ofth(, pmjt'cted Willi 
line but pit 072 sits directl~ within it. That the waU must have pil~~ed oclween pit 072 and gully 095 i~ dear, 
although this introdu(('~ ,Ill ull\\elcome bulge into lhl' otht'f\\i,e symll1(·trical waillille at the point wher(' lht"re is a 
hr.:ak IK·tW('ell gullies 095 and 19·1. 

, ;"1. Parrin~ton, Tit .. Ettal'lltiOll rif an Iron ..J~ .. SrtlUmm/. Bmn~t ,J,f(r RI1I,~·dlldl(j lind Romall flatuTi! at .I +hl'llh 7mdi,,!!. 
l-jllltr, _Ibin~d(l/l (Olfont./II,,,) 197-1 7610.\U Rt'p, I, eRA Rt, , Rt'p. :.?8, 1978:. 

~ [ \l1{'n. D. Milt's, S. Pdlmt'r, 'Iron '\R"<' Buildings in tilt' l'ppn rililllll'S Rt'~ion'. in B. Cunliffe and D. :\ltln 
(cds, , _J{pilh rifth .. Iron, I.~ .. In em/,al S~'ut1tnn Bnlflin I QS4- . 89 101. 
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192 

095 

: _, Burnt hmestone 

Fill;_ \r('a.\ Roundhou~('. 

CI('arly from the drsaiplion given abm'(' this hou~(' (annot br of 'post-ring' construction, neither in thl" ab<.ellc(' 
of ('vidClltt" to the contrdry can it be consid('l't'd ·~Iak("·wa\l('d' 111(' pr~·S('n(·(' of Slakes was del('tu:d dSt'\,ht'f" 
within Area A olnd, if prt''I('llt, could well have bet'll rxpccu'd to ~urvi\'e within '>Orne of the patches of natural da)' 
present in lht' vicinity of the roundhoust". Excavalt'd roundhous(', fr("quelllly fail to exhibit ("\"idcllc(' for \\-all 
construclion, which has It'd 10 suggestions that wooden slt"("pcr I)('am wt'r't' u$t'd 10 provide support for uprights ,1> 
,Ihhollgh Ihi~ hit) lx-cll questioned on lhe grounds of unsuiti.lbility for round buildings.7 The conclusion thf'reror'(" 
ari\('~ that Ihf' house:' "as or mass·wall construction, although din'CI e:'vidence is lacking. Hous('~ 1,2 and 3 
exca\'dtrd at ~Iingie!\ Ditch IHo\'ide contemporary pMaliels ; with Howie I perhaps bearing the \trong<,st 

" P Dixon, ' Longhoust and Roundhou~ at Cricklt) Hill ' .• llf/lqultr. ""Ivii 1973).56 9. 
;\lIcn , ~lilf's, and Palmer, op. cit. note 5. 
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1l'~t·m"l.lIl1t' to lIlI' Dt't'r Park Road (''(ample. \.,ummg all thl' a'i\i!;,hlt' spact' I:w-f\\('t'n tht, nanking gullies ilnd 
the 1It',lrt'''t IIItrrnal fC'.Hurt' wa~ oct:upit'd, thf'1l i\ "all ha,(' of bf't\H'rn 0.75 \.0 m. would be pl'w.ibk. Thi i .. "dt 
\\ i,hill til(" limits "lIg~t'~tt'd to build a turf wall of Uit.lhlt· Iwi~hl.' I hi, d'lSUmt'li that lurf rarnt"r than limrstonr was 
lilt" malni,tl t'mplo~t'd: the lattrr. unln ... purpo,,") rc·rnow-d. mi~IH han' bcC'n t'xJXClt"d to I("an 'UJ1lC" Iran' 
hmq'\'('r .. 1i1\"ht. ahhou1l"h nOll(' Wd' luund 

l'nlik{' lilt' hom", at \ i mgit" Ditch "hat" allu,ialioll 11.1(1 ('akd inl.tC'1 ()((upation la\"n~ within tht hou~l"S, no 
rn ('~ni/_ahk nuor .. l\t'n' I"t'Tord('d hert". II m\l"wr. til(" intl'rin( 'pan' .lplXatnl ,1i.~htly mort' (ompa(lC'd than lhl" 
daln-c;raITI oUbici(' tht' buildin~ and in ra\Ourahk Ii'lht adnpwd .t 'Omt\\-hill darker tont'o If ,hi ... !tli~hl \,lriation 
rqm'<;('llh ,I t Ull!t'mpor<iry fluor It'wl. whi,'h i, h~ 110 nwam ("l'rtain, then it would app('ar lhal til(" inside or tht· 
hotl\l' \\,Ii krpl \cru]lulomly dt'"an. Thi" ,,1,0 SU~II!;t'~h Ih,II, 011 Ic',I~1 in tht'" ,tn' ,I or tilt' roundhrm",·, till' nriKin.11 turf 
,lIld ,oil m.l\ ha\(' bn'n ... trippt'd ~I(m' C"llll .. truoinn to n'\('al tllt.- firmn d,IH" -'lravt"i d('posil~ belo .... 

Olher .llructurfS 

Iwo oth("r JX)~,ihk ~tnl('lur(', ',"ert' .dc·mifiC'd \, ithin . \n',1 \. On Ill{" '\ limil of Iht" C'xca\'ated .ut'a t',o po .. tholt'\, 
1 Ti .I!ld 137. 'l'\rral ,mall post impr('s~iom, 1-13,1 IS 117, ,mel 1 .... 0 hC'Mth .. , I 19 and I S I, formt'd d dOM' _I.!;roupinl.!; 
and p('rhap~ n'pn"1'1I1 a small hut or \,indhn'ak SE ollhl' rnlllldhou,t, pO'lhult" 185. PO" imprt',,~i()m 1f,1 and un 
.Hld two hearths 1.'l7 J.nd 15q form a "irnilar di"(Tt't(' gl'tlup. In both {',I"r\ no dt'ar p<lllt'rn of construclion t'm('r.s;~'"' 
,I!though ,,)Illt" i()nn flf ha,ir ~hdtt'r or \,illcibrt'ak i~ Wlk' ~u'prr\l'd al tht' \en ka't, pnh<lp~ ('\'('1\ ,I ,mall mil $ 

\\,llk<l hut in till' {'umpl(' '\ ufthe roundhou\(' 

\ppltl:sil1l.lld~ H 111. :\ of till' rouudhou~t· <Ill fl\,d hO\\ 1-,hapl'd pit lin \\.1' ,\\so(iatt'd with fin- ,m.11I and tllll" 
I.ln~t'r pthl or ~Iakt' impr('ssions. t he,!, werr do,dy .Hran.'!;t'd .lrutUld thl'" '\ and E ,idt'~ of thr pit and ~uggl"t 
tht' fe,lIun" \\a~ ori~inall~ ('nrtmed by il ... mall ft'llt'{' or possibl) ,I ('O\t'rinl.!; st ruttul"('. The pit I\,I~ Im.lteu almu't 
tt'III1,IiI~ \\ ithin a "ub-circular area of purt' blm' da~, ()lit' of .1 Ilum l)('r '" hidl j>rlH' tratf"d tht· surf,lr(- of till' 
m'er!\ing ~r,l\l'ls. r h,u thl' dig~ing- of lht" li:alUn' \\ilhin lilt" ... tiO" da\ mu~t hi' rl'g-ardt.-d ,IS dt'libl'rd\(" \\lmld 
ilPIlt",tr nl)\iou" g-i\t"ll thilt mo\in~ .l nwtn' or Sll in <1m dirt'(,t ion wou ld haw .dforded rnllsidnahly ('asi('r 
(·Xt-;\\.lIioll \\ithin lilt' gran-!. Thi~ was tht' nnl\ t'x,Hnpll' t'I1((lu1Ht'n-d anywhert' within ,\ rf'a. \ .mel must (karly 
hI' rt'~ard('d ,IS ,I \\all'r Iroll'l"l1 o r riSllTll, prrsulllilhh tht· lall!'r .lIId prOlt'({rd rrom tht' llllwilllled alll'm ion 01 
,ulIma ls h ... ,HI j'lldo,in'l" ,trllnurt', \ similar t·x.unp'" of ,Ill ('ndosill/{ ~trtlrttlre \\a~ notre! ;lI Guiling- i'r)\\t"r 

(;10\,1, \du'r\" tht' (''(c,wator ~u~g(,,,t('d ,I p('I.:~("d-llut ,kin ma\ ha\(' h('t'n ~trt'tdl('d alTO~S a ro('k-nll pit to 'item' 
WiIll'r \ mort· ("orll IMrabl{' ('xample rna\ be the puddkd d.ly-lill('d ,md ff'nct'd water holt- found ,\I h):\lwll"S 
I'MIll !--I ('rh .. inlcrpn'tl'd b) lilt' ("xca\.lIor ,I' h('in~ ~olt'l\ I(lt- doml"11t U'l", I :'\un1t"rous da\-lillf'u pih \\I'f(' ,11,0 
found .1I Cl,lydnn Pik(' \\h("f(' tht'y \\t'n' intt'lpre'lt'd .I~ \\,l\('r-tunt.lill("f'i or (-ookin~-h()ks, dlthoul.!;h Iwrt, tllt,\ 
\\('I"!' found \\ilhin TClundhOlI\l's, 

,\1\ dong-.tlnl pit 2H il1lnlt"diatt'l~ S of Iht· roundhnll'(' \\,I~ .11,n ~t·t u'mralh \\ ithin a di"Tt'tt· ,tn'iI of blu(" Ila\ 
.Ind m<l) al .. n h,I\t'I)('t'n a walt'r trou~h; it \\a\ nnt ('>;(',1\,\11"(1. 

I harlIn 

Group' nl 1H'.lrth~ \\t'rt" du~tt'rc'ci hel\HTIl tilt" rnunclhou'<c ,lilt! Ih(" .. h.·hc-'r/hut 10 the '\ ..... ith 1\\(1 nutiin, to 
Ih(' L, ,l tot,tI of (uurtrrll in all. \ ~lI1'1"lt' dri\t'n pm! impf("\'iion M(ompanit'd nn ... ~roup of Ihrt'1" hl'arth .. 

H 1 (;. , \I \('11 and ~1. A. Rohinsnll. J/mKlf,\ /)!lch, lIardu"I(A-ltllh l,f/ol'd. (hon I"haill('s Valin i .and,rapr\: Ih(' 
\\'indrush \ 'illl('~, \'01, 2, 199J'. 

I G, i"'lmhl i('k and ;\ I Rnbin\on, Iron , I.I:( alld Homall RII "lId, .VIlf"nmL\ (1/ hI/moor. O~fi)fd.)h.1Tf O\l Rep. 21(; 13.\ 
Rn. Rc'p, n. 19711 

\ S.l\ ilk, 1'~\I{I,-,IIWll\ al (;uilmg POll" /ron .Iglr ,\ilr. (.fouml",I1",. 197-1 CR.\, \(i s 0« 1';lI)("r :\0.7, I <l7fJ 
( Pilrtricll{('. F;,yhulu Farm. ,1.\1u.IIl-Prrwd (;((l'(/ Xllr I CJR~I, :~I :l. 
I \]] ("11. Il \Iik~, S. Palnl('"r. op. (·it. 1l0\(' -), 
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otherwise- all appeared unenclosed. As the ~ite is relative ly exposed it would have bet'1\ desirable to provide the 
heanhs with ~om(' prolcC'lion from tht' \\- ind , and the linrar arrangement of 31 least three groups of hearths 
m ight ~ug~('st thc}' were sct along fencclillcs. All, howl'\'cr, \ ... erc located in areas of fairly homoge-neous gravel, 
where ill 'iuch a ('oarst" rnrdium it ma) 1101 be reasonable to expect eviden('c of ~take-built windbreaks or fenees 
to sun'i\'{', 

Post-trench and associated features 

.\ di~cret(' group offt"atures was located 15 m. SW orthe roundhouse, directly opposite the main enlranct'. Here, a 
tlr1{1" shallo,", ovoid pit 011 containing a sub-reclan~ular slab-lined pit 05 I, lay adjacelll to a short length of stone­
filled .... tTti("ally-~ided trench 00·1. and a posthole 020. Trench 004 disappeared imo the ed~e of the excavation and 
il~ full !t'ngth remains unknown. I)o~lhole 020 was (UI through its infi!!, near the terminal. 

Pit 051 had a complex history of more than one phase. In its ori~nal form the pit was steep-~ided and $ub­
n-ctangular, approximately 1.5 Ill. long by 0.7 m. wide. Limestone slabs were laid nat in the baSt' of the pit and 
lin("d lhe ~ides up to two courst's hi~h. l\lany of these \\ere burnt and the bottom of thc pit contained a lilyer of 
hUI'nl cia)', Pottery and three fragments of an iron object Fig.7, 2 and 3; were recovered from thi.s phase. A 
tonsiderable quantit} of limestonc was also found within the immediate vicinity of the pit, much of it burnt It is 
possibl!" that lhis feature was a cookin~ or roaning pit, and that lhe iron objects found within the burnt clay fill 
w(.'re the remnants of a roasting ~pit. All that r(,mains of this are a pair of simple feet and the bowed lower legs of 
.111 upright. If corn-cd) interprcted, this object may be a precursor to the more substantial aJ1d elaborate late Iron 
_\~(' firr-dogr., of\\'elwYI1 typt>.l 

Subs(.'qucmly, lht' pit appears to have beCI1 used to creCI numerous posts, mo:.tly 0.1 0.15 m. in diameter, sct 
\\ithin a Iimrostone and clay fill. Although ~C\-eral of these appearcd contemporary, no regular arrangement could 
be discerll('d. It may be that latft re-use of th(' pit to erect po~ts was associated with nearby trench 004- and 
pO~lhole 020. ",here the jumbled limestollc and day backfills of these featurt's suggest both held pOSL~ that "ere 
lalrr sal\'a~ed. 11 is not possibl(' to demonstrate that aJl the:;e features held posts at lh(' same point in time, but it is 
not unrea\onable 10 !!u'!;gesl that thq once did. and lhal togcther the}' may have formed a fcncelinc perhaps 
punctuatcd by an entrance. Thc area of day and grawl immediald)' surrounding these featurcs, as well as 
rOlltainin~ a notably high burnt stone content. was somewhat compactt'd, as if trampled. Howe\'er. this ('ould 
{"qual!} date from anivity associatcd with the po,sible roasting pit ,me! need not in itself ind icate the presence of an 
t'ntranct'. 

Laler gullies 

,\ t lhe ('Xlreme S end of, \ red \ two linear features were noted. Gully 0,11 and it short length of accompanying 
gully 065 crossed the site E to \\_ Both comained fill~ of 110tabl)' diITercm composition to other features on site 
and wrore stratigraphically latcr than the Iron \ ge .tctivity_ although containing only rrosidual Iron Age 
m.ltt:rial. 

,'RE.' B (Fig. 5) 

umtJJollt paved arms alld associaJtd fiaturfs 

An ('xt('mj.,:e area of limeston(' paving formed a focus around which other feature5 in .\ rea B wcre clustcred 
I he limestonr pavement 532 was composed of slabs up to 0.3 m. in size set within a clay-loam and ~bble 
matrix: approximatdy 10% of this labbing was composed of burnt stOIlC. In places, an occupation soil had 
accumulated on top of the pavemelll. but its full extcnt could not be discerned under the difficult excavation 
conditions_ The pavemcnt wa5 laid out in an approximatc L-shape, with "'ell-defined arms 10 lhe r\ and E. The 
\\' cdge of the pavement \\as rathror lross well-defined than elsewhere. being somewhat fragmented and 
srauered. 

I ,\1 Stl'ad, '\ La Tant" III Burial at \\"dw)'n Garden City', ArrluuolllgM, d (1967), 53 8. 
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\ small section of outlying pa\-emelll 5 71 \~as "(,(,11 ~om(' 7 m. 10 !lit" E, {"Qwred by an 18th-Cl:ntun' bank 53.'> 
rhe full ('xtent of this s('cond pavement wa~ not ('slilbli~lH'd. 

Slirrounding pavt'tnent 532 wefe up to $('Vfll shallm,> hcanit pits, mostly o\'al in plan. Tlwst" wrrr almost 
(·xdusi\·(·Jy distributed around Iht' N arlll of the pa\('"ffient and in mo~t rases wert" located on the- irnnwdiau' 
pl'riplwry of lht· ~tones. This 'satellite' arrangell1('Tlt ofT'('rs .111 impression of <\ purposrfully organized working M<'a, 
as if the pits wrrr bring ser;:iced from the pavel1lrnt. 

Th('rt' .tn' f(·w clut's to the reason for this arraug:cTncllt or its original funnion. Features 50S, .'J()7. 509 ilnd 511 
('()Ilwint'd .... ery high concentrations of oak d1.lreoal, much higher than most other features, and fra~mcnL~ of burnt 
d.t), potsh('rds and at least one perforated loomwt'i~hl. Robinson suggC\ts ,he high ratio of oak charcoal to c('n"11 
rt"maim is unusual ,md may suggest a non-domesti(' a('livity this report 

During the watching brief another possible laya of ~urfa("illg 5 70. ~()Ill{, pits, ~takeholt's and d pos~iblt' gull)", all 
overlain by ,111 occupation ~oil, were seen bt'lo", 532. "\ \illlilar <tr('3 oflilll('stone cobbling dating to tht, middl(' Iron 
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,\ ltt' "3' found at .\bingdon Vint)'ard. This consisl('d of three 'Iucce,si\"(' la~('rs of cobbles. each of which had an 
cxcupalion 'mil upon it. • 

• \n additional complicitlion in lh(' inlerprclation of Ilu.' pits and pav('mc."nl area is an incongruou$ 
radiocarbon d('lerminillion ReO 2052 of 1020 + 70 BP oblain('d from charcoal in pit 504-. As lhe pit appcan 
to bf' par' of a group and arran'tcment dearly dalt'd to Iht" middle Iron A'{(" 011 artefaClOal evidence this date 
must be thr rr ult of contamination, possibly b~ fine root matl('f which was noted in the deposit during 
\i\l1lplin~. 

StOUt slUillgs 

.\pproximalrly 7 m. I(l Iht' wen of lhr:- pavcment a short j{'ngth of curvin~ shallow gully 560 contained IWO w('l1· 
con.,trucu,d "011(" sening'!, 528 .tIld 551, and a small pit 526. BOlh the."s(' U'llings wen~ sub-rectangu lar in shape and 
[Ql1taillrd I.lrgt' liml'~lUnf' pac-king slabs, some up to 0.5 m in length. Tht' slabs were carefully arranged in a regular 
fashion .!round the pits. 

Jht'~t' <;("llin~, although a\'cra~ng 004 m. )( 0.6 m. in pl'lIl, were no morc than 0.3 m. dcep, and if they held 
P()st~ at all, tht'<,r could not haw been of any great height. Within 528 the ~tone selling endosed a rectangular void 
.Ipproximatcly 0.15 Ill. )( 0.25 Ill. in ~ize, with upriglll slabs 'l('t on all four sides. The surrounding -.oil pressur(' had 
pu~hed inwMd the .. labs on the S side of the." box \\hich had prt''I('rYed the inner space, A large flat slab was laid in 
the haM" of tht' box Clearl), this tends to su~ge!it that if a post was once present it was subsequently removed, or 
po ibl\ the q'uin't ne\'t'r housed a post. .\n almost identical. ahhou~h Ins rt'gular, arrangement was encountered 
in ('"uin~ 551. II ('rt' ho .... ner the encl<Kcd ar(';I. was smaller. 0.3 m. )( 0.25 m .• wilh the long a'tis aligned:-': S and a 
flat ,I.tb in its 1><1<;(". A sample taken from the fill ('ontainf'd thc highcst conccntration of burnt cereal and plant 
rrmaim. foune! on Ihe itt'. 

Both '\Cuing'! wert' rach ac('ompanied by a single uakehole, immediately adjacent to the E. The small pit 526 
.... .:t ~ .d'iO lorated within gully 560, and poS5('5S('d a small stakeholr on iu E ~ide. i'o 5IOl1r .setLin~ .... as present .... itllin 
till" pit; Ihr only ilrm ITcorded .... as a largr lump of firrd clay, po~'Iibly a loomwri~ht. 

Similar ~Iont'-buih trU(lureli rccorded from Iron .\gr contt'xu ha\c been identified as smithinJ:1; hearths, but 
these in\'ariabl) I)()<t!;e, day lining". I.I \hhough the infill of 551 contained approximately lOGo charcoal and burnt 
d,IY this ('ou ld easily be deri\'t"d from the: charcool-rich drpo~it5 dose-by; ct"Ttain l) there was no In-situ clay lining 
pre:srllt in 551 ur .')28. nor any evidence of burning on Ihe nonf' . 

'''artil pits alid gulilt.! 

In the 'I. (Orner or the excavation a dustrT of ~mall piLS up 10 0.5 m. in diamcter and a po~ .. ible posthole .... crt' 
not('d bUI nOI exca\"at('d On thc \\' cdgr of th(' /!'xca\"alion t ..... o shoTt gullit's \'l-ere ob~r\'ed. Slightlv curving gull) 
533 \\a .. "('n- insub,tamiaJ, being no more than 1.25 m. lonj{. 0.2 111 . widt" and only 0.05 m. dttp. Ho .... ever. the 
gull) fill ('ontained r\"idenc(' of iron .... orking in the form of three fragrnl:'n15 of iron slag. One of these WM a hearth 
bottom. anotht'r pi('('r ('oml:'s from th(' area ,lround a tUy~lT .• \11 thr('e piect"S could hd\"e accumulated from no 
mOlT thdn a in~lc day's blacksmithing. probably con('rrnro \'l-ith l11anufacturr or r('pair of tools for U~ ~ tht" 
inhabit.:tllls 01 thl:' itr. Gull ... 536 .... aslarge:r, beinJ:1; 2.5 m. long and 0.5 m. wide. 

In the ~ half of the cx(a\"ation t-wo small heanhs werr ('n('ountered. Both sat within a shaUow irregular scoop 
542. and Ih(" fire-rrddent'd day .. prNds aOO\t" both indiC'ated tilt"\- had ix-rn drlilxratdy extinguished. 

Lat" fiaturts 

.\ broad 10 .... bank 535 cTOS't"d the middle of the f'xcavation, runnin~ approximately Nt SW A section through the 
bank ~ho\\rd it to IX' approlCimatt"ly 7 m ..... ide and 0.45 m. high, composed of grnvdly day-loam. To the e35t, a 
M'(;ond sm.lllrr $I':('tion sho\\cd the bank to ovrrlie a lim('stonr pa\"t'm("nt 571, comparable 10 pa\,t:ment 532. On 
both Ih(' ~ and S ~ide5 the bank was flanked b) ~ha1low ditches 538 .me! 5 18 r('speclivtly. 

That both thc$(' ditdl(', appeared to be later additions may explain tile subtle proponions of the bank ..... hich in 

• I \lien forlhwmillg. R~port till Ablngdoll linryanl. 0,(011. 
C. S.lIter. pen. comm. 
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Ih., ,IIN'IlU' HI' ("Ollkmpordr) quarry dil(he~, mu~t ha\(" be('11 built \\ith material ~CTaped rrom the surruunding 
~m\llld 'urf.\(' '\'0 d,Hin~ ('vidence \,a~ rt'cO\('frd from ('ithrf IhC' h.mk 0[" th(" \\\-o dil("he .. _ 

On Ihe- :\ ,ide oj tht· bank a third ~lil{hll~ 'malin di\( h "130 ran parallt'l to Ih(' other" (utling through the 
limnlC1nC" paH'uwnt )32.\n upp<'r ditch fiJI ('omposc'd purr]) nl c"harwal yidded an iron hucket handlt·, and a 
tl.t~nlt·nl of (1,1\ tub.u lO pip.: was n"cO\(,fed from tht' ditch bottom. 

\lthou~h it \"h prniuu\h ron~ider('d lh(' bank .md ditch,' "en- po"ibh iI~~oti.Hed with tht' l11('dil'".1 <ilTI 
p.lrk. th('\ .11'(' mort' (f("clib" part of lilt' 18tll-(('lltur) l'ndo\urn •• lI \\-iuw\ Park illu~trau:·d on iI l"(lIItt"rnpurar) 
map 

I RI '«HJ.S ( J 

11\\,,(· Irt'lI(hc's welT nit to enhance tilt" co\'t'ra~t' pro\'idl'd by the' 1991 nalu,uion trellc:h("~ b('I\\('('1t EXl.I.\':iuiun 
\rc"lS.\ and H. or Ihe ('i'thl lrt'lH:hes l'UI, only 1\\0. 1 ilndJ. yit-Jdl·d ('\idt'nn' IhAt mi~ht be a.ssociatl'd with th(' Iron 
\~t' \eu1t-m{'lIt. In !rrltch I a ~mall hearth \\<1S '{Hind, ,\pp~rc,lltly L'iuJ,Itt'd. ;Inc! in J J.IlOlh('T Iwarth-pit 'llllilar 10 
Ihow well in .\fI'.\ B wa~ ell("uun\C'Ted. 

In Ir("Jl('lws C ). thl' hank and di\thl's of thc' bound.!!") 'ITn in .\n·a B \\-\'1"(' lrart'd a<; far a\ I)t'('r Park Rn,trl. 

Til E FI:-JDS 

I HI. POll ER\ 1,'.)\,1. R IUIB' 

11IImduclwlI 

,\ <.;n1.l11 i\<;'t'mbli.l~r of pOllrry "as n' .. ."onf('d amoulHing to approximately 366 sherds, just under 
:L? kg,. in \\t'ight. \\'jlh one ~ingk t:x("qHion. til(' entire as<.;cmblage comprise ... plain lIndc'l'orated 
dOllwstir-typr wart's, Senral of thl' ~herds rould be rrcognil.l'd a~ coming from ... ingle \·('ssel ... 
indirating il 10\\ minimum ,'{'sscl ("nu III , lor ('Xi.lI11Pk. rOlllext 161 romained 128 ... hen!... from ;l 

sillgit' pot. When this i~ taken into ;ltTOunt, tlH' range of t) pt'~ i~ ob\'iou:-.ly diminislwd ril l.' 
ronditioll of tht" ~herds is poor, partly dut' to rrl;lti\"{'l~ ho~tik ground conditions and the ~l'll{'rall) 
~()h, friable nature of the material. Sewral pi{'{"('s had lo:-.t tht'if surfaCl.' finish and had abrackd 
l'(1~e .... Thc' numbt'r of featured sh('!"(b is relatiHI) low and only one ("omplct(, profik ('mild IH' 
(('("ollStructed. rhl' pottcry is accompanied hy s(,Hral rra~ments of firt'd day, a number «()l11in~ 
from triangular perforatcd loomwt'i~hts, L"hf' matt'rial \\a ... sortfd into main fabriC' typc's ,wd 
quantified by \\cight and count in gramlll(· ... .Kc()rdin~ to ('ach c'xca\'ated (ontf'Xt. I"h(' report 
bril'fl, d(' ... nihes the defined fabrics and Ilwil a ...... oriilu·d forms. follm\'l'd b, a dis("u~sion of tl1(' 
POltl';) in rdation 10 the 3ite and ils likd) l·hroll()log~. rhe final ~('ction mak~'s a brief comparison 
of Iht' ass(,lllhlage \\ ith other broadly contemporary groups of material from Ihl' rh.lInt,s ~ran'l 
ITgHlIl 

Fabno and Form,l 

lilt" ~Ilt"rd., w("r(' .. orlnl macro~ropit'aJly. ,Iidc'd b) til(' U~t' of a )( 20 bil101.·ular mino~eope_ Thl(,{' Ill.lin ("Ht'gorin 
\\\'11' <It,tim·r{ on Ih(' b<l~i>; of 111(" nlain inclusioll' prt''I"1H in Iht' day: [I!s<;il ~hell/limt"'tone. ~alld and il"OlI. rUTth~'r 
~uhdi\'i~ium wl're made \\ilhin Iht" finl !\\(J c.llt'gori{'~ rt'>;uIILmo\" in !'i~hl 'abri(·~. TIlt' definiliom oUt" quitt· hroad, 
,inn' lilt· dlaraC'ler of \urh hillLdmade malerial i~ ~en('fal!y f<lirl~ diwne, ~losl of Ihe fabrin ('Il( ounten'd .1\ 

" (, J \\·alkc'r.' \\iwn. Den Park Road' , S'luth,l/uJiandl IT(h. 11 IQQI. :t!, 
R 1),I\i,. I 'fI, .1 lap f!fthr (.ljun~) ~ {)V',Td I i'lU.J, I~I(' imik in (:rl\lft· for Oxford,hirl' S\Udi('~ 
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\\itllt'y (.tn be parallrllrd ",jlh matt'rial rrom ",-uhin ,\ :.?O-km. radiu,; SU!{J{f' ling fairl r locali~cd manufaouT('. 
P.lralld \\ ilh OtlWT ,ite art' rr-ft'rrcd to in the roll(min~ dt''''l riptiolh. \rt("T an inilial hibli~r.lphicaJ rtfcITnct' on" 

L1u' \llr 1I,\lI1(''i .w: u~d. 
Onh 1"'t'IlI)-C'i~ht nrrnht'rru .... en: Tt'covercd, rt"pr('~nlill~ a maximum of ,"("h \"f '>('15. The main fornu pIT III 

nom to TenlTt H: wi forms identifi("d el~",llrr(' in tht' Thilmt'~ \'.111(')" dating to ,hr middlt' Iron Age. This ran~(' i, 
dl.lT,H tC'ri;.('d b} a mo(i(-ralel} ~mall rcpt"TUlirr- of t}pt"" nOla hi) \(" ... ~d~ \\ ith ~I.\C I.. profilf's and generally simplt' 
rinh I.ittl,' r,id(,IKt' of lI'C' .... it'; Il(Jlt·d ",jlh just two shrT{b. 'Ilul\'.inQ; thr pr('~('m(" of hurnt r(''<idue on th(' interior 
,url;Ut" 

l~m"lontlJi!Uit Ihrll-Innpmd u'arrs (Fabno H t. 112, H3 and II I) 

t'abn·c II I 
'\n. or hnc" 116; \\ t. I .H 1 grm. 
I'ilbrir \ ( ' Odr\t' fossil ~hdl-I('mpf'r('d f.lbrk, ~rll('ralh; orangf'-rf'd, or mid- to 1i~lll brov.n in colour. n-ry 
IK(-."iull.llly grr) Of hlalk. The ~lighll)' fri;J.blr d.w matrix (onlaim .1 modrratt" 10 dt'll\(" frequency of (oaNe.' fell il 
.. htll up to 'j nun. acro<;s. accompanied h) fr,u~mrnl~ ofhm("siollt" Sn('f.li .. Iwrcis \ho'o\- nat. irrt'gular surfac(' void .. , 
IMrtiful.lrl) on lht' sllrfil((,~ "here material ha~ kiu"hrd OUI, rilh('f throu'Ch usc' or po .. l-dt'positional proc(,ssr ... Ill(' 
I:,hri(' ('(IU.ltt'5 with Farmoor fabrit· B.3.· Graw'lly GU) fabrk S H 16;1~ Whilt'homc Ro.ld, Oxford fabric H II H21u 

.wd \\'.lIkin"! Llrm Group 6,21 
rOfm: I' h(' lll.ljorilY of thl: sh('rds appt'.lf to ha\'(' a mati finish. on,. v('s\d shO\\S fine- dia~ona) trimmin~ lin('s 
H~. 6, '21 Vr,'.t1s t("nel to be thif:k-naUed and indude b.u-rrljiil"l with plain .. light!) im~"ard-c:urying rims !-'ill;. (i, h. 

a large jar \\ith an r"lrmall) nalll;"rd rim Fig. I). 2 ('quatin~ with .\ sh\iII(' form .\" and jan with upright plain 
rouml!·d rirm Filt b, 1 t"quatim:;: nit.h .\!il\iU(' form 8, ) 

f abric fl2 
'\;0. of ,ht'nl~ titl; \\t 350 ~s 
I-,lbri( .\ 'K>ft, 'l.lIlooth, soapy black. o~n-tcx:turrd fabric Ihe p.1~t(' contairb.d 'I),tr-t" scaner ofOolilit Iime,wl1t' 
mOT,' grl1l:rall~ rt"pn·st'ntt"d by \'oids. Spar'\(" iron is al~ p~'i('nt. F.quatrs .... ith WhitrhOUJ;t" Road. Oxford fabril" LI 
Forn}'>: ,\ I.lrg(' jdr with an intcrna lly proJt"<:tltlg rim Fill;. 6, 8 1 rqu.lting wilh .\ .. In-iilt" form .\ . and a sOl.dlrr 
thilllwr-wa ll(·d ('H'rtrd rim jar Fill;. h, I [ 

Fabnc 113 
-":0. ohh('f(k '22; \\1, 99 gnu. 
F.lb,i( \ modl'r.ut')...- ~ft fabric colllainin'l: d nltxkr.Hr tt) frrqut'nt <;eattrr ()fOolilil·lim('~tone. both as di~$ofL.lI('d 
grain, dnd a (,OIlitlomt'r<llrs. On.1,ion.11 fint' fr.u~-menu orros .. il shrU call .ll~() br d('"w(lcd 
Furms: A mexlrraleiy thin· .... -all~d r"eTled rimji.\T Fi~. 6, 5 

Fahrir H4 
'n. of hrrru: :'i; .... t. ~4 ~l". 
F.lhric· 1),Irk hr<mn fabric of li~htl) \"t"~ituli.\T tnlllrr. T ht' .. urfacr~ art' po~.-kt'd ",ith num~rou~ \"oid$ nhit-h on 
'ft' h frJ.ttur~ (ontain ulcarrous 1inin~ indi(".ltin~ tilt" pr("~("uct' off"'irly fint' ffa~enu oflim~Slon(" and fo,,~il ~hell 
!t· .. s th.1Il n.S mill. ill ~ize , Th(" paslr .1Is() cont.lim .1 markt'd iron conlellt in Ihr form of dark bro ..... n mundt"ci 

gr.lIn". 
Form:.r\ 1.lrgr simple rim barrel·shapcdjar, Fi J,{. 6. 7). 

~ ( , J..alllbrick, 'T h(" Iron Agr ponery', iu G, Lambrick and ~ 1. RobiuWll, op. <"it. nOte 9, 35 ~6. 
19 S. (in'en , . I he Pottt'ry'. in G. l.ambritk. T G. ,\ 11<-0. & I Hraly, (;'0",1[, (;'9'. S/tJII/qn flarcourt: tilt Dtwlopmml of 

a P.,rlllf(un.( and RIIm11no·Britijh landrcafN T hamt''J \'all~ Landsca~ ?-. Ionogr.l ph, Oxford L'nivt'rsity Commiu('(> for 
.\ rch.lt'olo'O. in prep . 

. J R limb~, 'T h(" Pottery'. in \ ~ I udd. ·LXC.I\Ollions at W hilt"hou<;(' Road, Oxford', O"(onunsio. Iviii (199:JI 
.1b h1. 

I I G. ,\ lIrn, Jl aiAuu farm, \ urthmoor, O:wn. ( I hamel; \'all~' l .andsf:a~ .. : the Windrush Valley, Vol. I, 1990). 
~ ( O. Dt" Roc-hr, 'The Iron Age ))our!")", in M Parrington, oj>. cil. note I, W H. 

Ihid, 
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Salld} 11i"(1 (S I, .1'2 alld S3) 

Fabnc .1'1 
"n. of ~h(,ld,' :11. .... , 4.')3 !Qns 
Fabric Dark Tr-d-brm"n to dark grf) fabric"" ilh it sand, l("'IUTC;>. , \1 mal(nification the clay ('onlaim a 1110<l(,T;lI(' to 
comlllon frt'qutnq of fint' well-sorted, round('d to suh-angul.tr. quart/. s<lI1d. Oadsional larger grain.; up to 
0.:') mm. ,l('m~s (){-(UT alon~ with rare to ~par~ grains of iron ,md angular mnl. Probably t'quatt"s \\ ilh Whitt'hou~(' 
Ruad, Oxford fabric S5, Gra\'t'Il\ CU~' fabrif S.\/:~5. 
Furms: Rdatin'I\' lhi('k-'~dll('d ~'e~\(:ls with a mati or burni~hrd filli~h. Slil(llIly ~lobulM jar .. with '1ll1plt rilm 
(.\sln-illt· f(lrrn D Fig. 6, :1 and 9/· .\ small jar \\o'ilh ;I flat basI' muld lit" rl'(onstruned from sherd~ frOIll conlnt .ih I 
Fil(.li. 12) 

Fob/ic .1'2 
No, of shnds: 13; WI. 61 gnu. 
Fabric A finer sandy fabric with a very linc quart.t.: .. and content and O(Tasional irOIl" The fabric tenth to be black 
in wlour with a reddish dark-bro\\ n ("Ort'_ Th(' pastf" itpJX'itrs to {"Ontain wry fine- mica" ulualt'~ wilh \\"hitl"houw 
Road, Oxford fabri, S2" 
Forms: \'("~~d~ lend 10 ~how a rlllt' surfact' fini~h, Indud("d in thi, 'troup i, a dt'("()raled ~herd from.1 hO\d, from::' n 
Ix"m',lIh tht' linU'~tolle pa\illg in ,\rt"<l B Fi~, 5,'. Tht' inci.t.:t'd dt'nlralion shows part of an infiUt'd ~t'Q;llU'nt prob.lbh 
from il cur. iline-.l.r, !l;t'ometric desi~l1. Tht" "'hilt"homt" Road .w.('mblagl' imilarl\ containt"d dt"(or.lInl ~I(lblilar 
ho .... 1 fragmt"nt~ in this fabric equating with .\ "-',h,·ilil' form da~,t" 8 and 11 

Fabnc S3 
:\0. of~ht'rds; 1:17; .... t. 604 gms. 
J-ilhri{ \ hrlm n to gn:-y-b1ack ,,,art charM teri/t'd by ,I motil'rat(· fn"qUt'IH'Y of dark ~reenish-grn or bTU" n 
rounded gr.lins of ,l!;lauconitic sand, The da\~ .... ould appt"ar Ihnd()It" 10 1)(' deriwd from lIw 1 .. "\lT (;1('I"n"ll1(l 
,('ries. Equales \\ ilh \\'hitehou~e Road, O'\ford lilhrit- S3" 
I'onm: TIlt" milJorit) or the sherd~ derive from ,\ \inu;I(" mU(h fr.lgml"lUl"ci \T~~('I rrom ronte" 163" This i~ ,\ sIMI.· 
sickclj.u with.\ simpl!", \Iis:thtl~ (hicken!"d rim Fis:t" f), 1 

Irol//forrl/gil/Oll) /I,I/,ts (II) 

Fabm II 
\io. of~lwT{k 3; wt. 10 grm. 
Fahric.\ mo(it-ratcl\ hard oran~('-hrown fahri( \\ith.1 'month. ,Ij~htl) 'Oil)l' r("('L The only \'i~ibl(' indus ions .11'1'.\ 

lIumber or rim' roundt'd dilrk to rcd-brO\\n iron e;r,\ill~ and o('r.I~ional ~mall \·oid, possibl, rrum di"oht"d 
linlt"stollt· 
Form: :\0 rt'atun"d ~Ilt'rd~ 

Di,ICUI.llon 

I'lll' rilll.'!:t" of form~ ,wd I:l:enrral (ornpo~ition )llarn t/)(" a~~embla~t' in Int" middle Iron "\~t' traOilion. It ha\ I~"('n 
~lHt:Rt'~It'd Ih.lt \\ilhin Iht' Thame~ '"aile} Ihl're' is;\ ~('Ilt'r,11 progre'"ion during tilt' middl«' Iron \Rt" from 
~h(ll/lim("stont'-t<'ml){'r('d wares 10 ~andy "art"s. rhis \\.IS demolhlratt"d al ~armoor with Ihe ,hift from pit, Oil Iht' 
grawl (('rran' Pha\(' I 10 Ihe cnclo"ure~ PhaSt" II .~ AI "'illl("\ ,hel\ or limrslone-tempered wan's an'ount I()r 
(i-I °11 hy wf'ip;ht wmlMred to 35°';' sandy w.lres. This, I"Olllhirwd with lilt' large jar~ with expanded or narl~"("d rims 
hd()n~illg to ,'-,In'ilk fl)rm "\" would indicilll' <III {)(Tupaliull period well ,\ithin the middl(~ Iron .\g«' pt"Tiod, Till' 

fi'rruginous, 01 (K'hn."ou\ \rat'('~ al Farllloor also 1('l1d \0 be d1ilr,ltt('ri~tit or PlldSl" 1. 
I'll{' pottl"ry from \\,iIlH'Y is pcrhap~ slightly \00 'null ;t ~<tmpl(' to allow any \illid di.~tributinnill inlc)Tmalioll 

.In()~~ lilt' ~it(" although som(' ('ornments ('all lw made ' I ll(' group (',11\ es,emially be ~plil into tlM\ from Area , 

It C; Lambrick, op. fit. note 18. 
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relating to the round house and to Arf'a B illlerpretf'd as general utility area. Sli~ht1y more pottery was reco\'ered 
from .\rea .\, 1986 gnlS .. 271 sherds, compared to 1186 gms .. 96 herds from A~a B. Almost (wice as many 
shell /lime~tol1e sherds were recovered from A, l2% compared with 22°'0 by weight from B. Fabric H4 was nOl 
amongst material from A, whilst fabric H3 was absent from B. Ferruginous wares ..... ere similarly represented in 
both areas whilst sandy WAres accounted for 20% in Area .\ and 15% in Area B by weight (of total assemblagl'1 
The finer wares represe nted largely by fabric S2 \,"'ere beut"r repreSt"llIed in Area .\ although the sim;le decorated 
sherd camt' from Area B. The substantial part of a .. andy wart' jar was recovered from the round house (context 
163.;. Unrortunately it was very fragmented. It is nm clear whether the observed patterns reflect chronological or 
functional differences between the two areas. It is quite likely that ir morc material was recovered the pattern 
would complctely change. 

In addition to the pottery a quantity of small rragments or loomweight were recove red. Again tht'<;c were 
recoverf'd from both areall with the larger amount coming rrom Arc:a A, 928 gms. compared to 199 gnlS. 

Comparison with other sileJ 

-I here are now quite a large number of sites rrom the Thames gravel af("a \vith assemblages similar to Witney, for 
example Farmoor, Ashville, Walkins Farm, ~Iingies Ditch ,J$ Abingdon Vineyard ,:H> and Gravelly Gu)'. Compared 
with other Iron A~e sites in the area the range orrabrics at \\7itJlcy is quite limited and most. ifnot all oftheS(' lind 
paraliel with material encountered elsc\'lhere on the gra .. -els, ror example, Gravelly Guy, Whitehouse Road, Oxrord , 
and Watkin ~ Farm. This may suggest a fairly tight period or occupation at Witney. Typologically the greate~t 
correspondence of types is with the Phase II material rrom Farmoor. Thi~ is dominated by barrel-shaped jars. 
globular bowls and vessels with beaded, everted or thickened rims. The angular, carinated vessels more 
characteristic of Farmoor Phase I appear to be absent from Witney. Similarly there is an almost complete ab<;ence 
or decorated form~. I.ambrick suggests a date rrom around the 3rd ct'ntury BC to the end of the 2nd or even into 
the I$t cenlul')' Be ror Farmoor Phase 11 .27 .\ similar date seem$ to apply to material rrom Whitehouse Road , 
Oxrord,211 and Watkins Farm.:9 The rabric range from Witney would appeal' to show the greatest correspondence 
to Lnciosure A at Whitehouse Road which was dominated by shell / limestone-tempered wares (45%) and had a 
reialh"ely limited rangt' of fabrics compared 10 enclosure B. AI Watkins Farm s~lIldy wares were slightly betlcr 
represt'lHed comparf'd to the calcareous group possibly indicating a marginally later period of occupation. Hoth 
Farmoor ilnd Oxford set'm to have been abandoned berore the end or the 1st century Be, but small quaillities or 
grog-tempered ware rrom both might suggest a slightly longer period of oC<'upaliol1 compared to Witney where 
thert' is an absence of any 'Belgic' dement. 

Calalogu, rijlllUJlral<d ,herd> (Fig. G) 

I. Large vessel with a simple rounded, thickened rim. Fabric H I. A~a A, (0 121 
2. Large \'e!O!;('1 with an expanded rim. Fabric H I. Area .\, (012). 
3. Globular-bodiedj<tr \'lith a ~il1lple rim. Fabric S I. Are,l A. (02 1 J. 
}. Jar with a simple slightl)" everted rim, fabric 534. Area A, (163). 
S. Small ('vt'ned rim jar, rabric H3. Area A, 163). 
6. Simple barrel-bodied \'e!O$ci , Fabric H I. Area A. trench IX. 10) 
7. Simple barrel-bodied jar, Fabric H4. Area B, :53-1 
8. Large ... e~~el with an internally expanded rim, Fabric H2. Area B, (537-
9. Simple rim globular jar, fabric S I. Area B, (529). 

10. Two joining bod) sherds showing part or an in filled panel design . Probably rrom a globular 00\\ I. The surface 
has a fine burnished, smooth finish. Fabric 52. Area 8 , (543). 

II. everted rimjar/bowl , fabric H2. Area B, trench V, (II). 
12. Small jar with a flat base, fabric 5 I. Area B, (561 ). 

l' Alle l1 and Robinson, op. cit. note 8. 
:It> Timby, in prep. 'Selected Iron Age and Earl)' Roman Pottery from Abingdon Vineyard'. 
21 G. L,,\mbrick, 'The Iron Age Pottery', in G. L..'lmbrick and ~ 1. Robinson, 01" cit. note 9. 
lft J R. Timby, op. ci t. note 20. 
~.J: G. Allen , 01" cit. note 21. 
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QR]LCI S 01 IRO" I" GR.\L~IE \\'.\LKLR (Fig. 7 

~i, romplt,t(, or fr.u~m{"lIlaJ"} objt"Cls of iron \\t'ft' found. ,111 hut SFII \HTC> from\re'l .\. One of Iht' Objt'tlS from 
.\rea\ ,S FI ramI" from \\ilhin an irn'~lar ~lIy \,hieh 111.l\ haw bt'{'1\ a n.ttural featufe, SFiO was found during 
tilt" t'\d.lu.)(io!l 

I. n.11 handl(' ui" a n'ilpin~ hook with 1\\0 rinl' for .1II.u-hmf' lH. l or .. mort" ('ompltlC' ('xamplc from \ \Jwilk 'C(" 

I)arringlon SJ-11 .n2, 

:? T\.\() brak('n rra~m("nts \\hith Join to fn'all' a dog-/t'g ISO mm. lone; \\jlh a ~hon foot ,It the ba~f'. SF6 and SF8 
,()H7/ 160) 

:t ,\ third much ~honer pi('ce app('<\r~ to be iI mirror image of Ill(' foot c'nel of til{' dog-leg SF6 and SF8. Togt'tht'r. 
tht'';!' fr.I~1t"nh p()S~ibl) fepr('st'llt twO leg~ uf a sma ll stand or ,)pit . SF9 OB7/ (60) 

I. Shnrt 1."I1'lIwd huok \\Hh il nal lapel'('d ('ntl, Sit n:.n, 

Snhllt squart' '(,,('lion rod \\ ilh a nat head, pas:.ibl), a nail SI':\ (028 :"ot illu .... 

~mall rcn.UI~uI.H ('nion rod tapering 10 a IMrro\\ ('nd Otlwr ('nel i, IWI11 with a nal head, Po~ibly a IMil. SFlU 
(·',II'llIlioli (""onte" l X 2:1 .... ot illu~. 

IRO" SI .\G I" CHRL'> S.\I.! LR 

Olll~ Ihrel' pi('(""(', of ~Ia~ "ere found. all ()f \\ hic-h '\t're indi(.uin' of hilmmn weldinli\". "I'he 10lal amount of ,Ia~ 
n'tnwn'd i, ('qUi\,lltnt to a ~ingll.' episode of blatk,mithing aUI' it). not man' Ih,1I1 ,I singlt' day~' work, 

Il ow('\'C'r, as thC' matt"rial \\,h from a secondary ('ontC'xt, tht' .. bO\'C' ('stim .. tc of the scate of iron-\\orkil1~ 
rq)r('\t' nt, tlw millimulll amount ofmiddl(' Iron .\~(' iron-workil1~ ,u·ti\it\,. 

1:\IlLL) IRQ", sue; 

Om/(tt rl ri.lJhl Cl!uJ/lI'!l' 'r>'/N Codt SIn.!! IHJmptllJII 

~}/'" 

:d l 178.0 g SD·{ D('n~e Small plano-roll\ex hC'anh 
,tag boltom 

')11 131i.O ~ SD·' Drlhl' SIll •• ll ,ub-tu~crc plaIt', 
'la~ irregular form 

,i:i I 7b.0 g SD'fra~ nt'mt' Fragm('nt uncla~~ificd. 
... Iag Parb of the upper surfaH' Wl"re hit;hl~ 

mat;llC'tic indicatin~ the pr('st"Il('t' of 
m('t.llli(' iron \\ ithinthe .. la~ 

~IOl'l,J) I RAG~IE;,\TS by C I IR IS S,\LTER 

Six wntcxt~ from ,\ r('3 A .Ind lWO from Art''' B produ(:t"d fragments of fired clay moulds, cl 'hc identification ofth(' 
mould fragments was b<l~t"d on Ihe attributes of j~lbrk 1)'l>e and oxicii/31ion 5HHt', ,\ 11 fragmellt'i had bt't"ll toO 
h(,a\ily ahrMled for all}' C'~t('rn;\l morphology to lx' identified 

~ I Parrington, op. cit, note I. 
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I HI. \lURli.1.1l SIO"L by FlO".\ ROL Fig. 7 

Qurn.1 

i'l1I'fC' MI" [uur pinT~ of \'oorked ~lOllt' .lhn"{" illu .. , \\hi<:h WITt' Ihrd for thl' grinding of corn and otha food 
rn.ucrials. Iwo an" parts of broken saddle quern ... h~. 7. () ,md 7), whilt" IWO further rra~{'nu c.:ame rilheT from 
qut"rlh or nlhl"X"r; Fig. 7,:)l. \1\ are mad(' of r-.ldY Hill i\ndslOne. a coar {' Silurian gritslone containing diSlinniv{' 
(Ia'ib 01 ~al,"ol1 pink Idd<;par.'1 

;\1.1' Ilill i ... .t landmark in north-we,! G10U{fSln~hirrc :1.8 klll_ north-rast of ~Iitl'hddean and about ti5 km. frum 
\\,illl('~ if a dirt"ft routt" were- taken. It i'i t:urioul> that ... tonc' importcd from this distance should have bet'll (ho,<<"o in 
prdi.-rt'nn' to the \()(:al materials being ul;('d ('Ollu'lUpor.liU"uu,ly lor "';lddle qucrns. LoWC'T Calcarroll'. Grit ('ould 
h,I\,.'I' 1)(:(,1l O\)I01il1('d from the Corallian of Oxjord~hir(" at d distann' ()f about 14 kill. to the sQuth-east of Willley • 
. md Low{'r Crt"cnsand was also available, probably from around Culham 23 km. to thc soulh-easl. Both of the~l" 
~addle quem materials ha\t' been found in use on other Oxfordshire Iron A~e siles. However. at Gravelly Guy, Ileal 
Stanton Han.:oun. thcre was a grealer quanlity of ~Ia" llill sandstonc Ihan of Lower Calcareous Gril, and il ma\ 
h(" that the non-('alrareous Silurian ~andslone \\ a~ found 10 be a ~uperior type of ~rinding Slone, 

Currenll~. \Ia)' Hill sandstone has b«n recordrd from e\ev('n Iron .\~e ~ite~, and a good many mort' cxampl('~ 
('Ould be expt'cud in lhe futurc. Theft' are live knowll ite~ in \\'()rc(,,~l('r~hir(", including most nOlabl) BC'('krord, b) 
Rn'don Hill, where Ilumc-rous saddlC' queflls and di~tillfli\'{' bUIl-shapc-d rubbers camc ~p('('ilican~ from middlr 
Iron .\g(' (Onl('Xls. 1 Transport of heav), itelns to Ihe'l: sitt,~ twed not haw I)('ell a prabkm, ~inn' a routt· up Iht' 
Riwr S{'\'('rn was a\'ailable. 

\ "t'colld group of the~ ~ites i.s likel\' 10 t"mcrRC all1()n~t hillfor" alon~ the CObwold edgt,. Onl\ two 'lith ,ill'" 
have be('n rt'('QrdC"d to date, most notabl~ Critkl('Y Hill. <;ome 2,) kll1. di.s\ant rram May Hill. '1~ 

Thirdl). {'\'iel('nee is emerp.lI~ to sho\\ that :"Iay Hill 'i.lI1d~lmW \\',1\ l:M:'ing lran~port{'d to a nU111b("1 uf ,ill'S in 
(;Ioufe\ltnhire and Oxrordshire, In addition to Gr.l\ell\ Gu, it has I)('('n Teeord('d from Thornhill I-'i.lrm nt'ar 
F;tirlord. Glo~, ,', and there are six piect·s from ,\bingdoll \"innMd, Oxon ... \bin~don i, ,ollle 83 km, f((llll \I.I~ 
Hill as the ero\\ nie" and within easy reach uf the L()wt'r L,lri.\r('om (;ril and Lo\\er Greensand, both of "hidl 
\,('n' also ht'ing used at the site for .saddle quern, rhe question aris('s as to ho" the \Iay Hill \and\IOIW \\a~ Ix·ing 
Ir.Ulsported 10 the~e ~iles, \~heth("r by land, or part!) by riv('r, and wh{'lil('T 01 her commodities such as poll{'ry. 
hm'~t of 1)1,.Hl iron or(' or Droilwich salt might haw 1)f'{'1\ IMrl of th(' '<UlW tradin~ pattcrn. 

Catalog,,, if U'OTk,d ,1011' 

:). Fr.tgllH'1l1 o('saddle quC"rn or rubber. SFI7 IOHI 
(), Fragm('nt of saddle quem. SF7 r089, 
7. Lar~t' fragment or saddle qut"rn, SFlf:I 532 

Small fra~nlt'nt of qu('m or rubbrr. SFI2 (071 '\;01 illus. 

SIRl'CK H.lyr b~ CR.\E,\IE \\.\LKLR 

Fin' 'Iruck Oints Yd"rr recovered from tht" t·'u·aYittlons. four from .\rea \ and om' from .\rea B: all \\crt' n'{o\Tr('d 
from \("('ondar), l·Ontexb. Of lhe Ii\'e nilll~, two \\('re lire-damagt'd and one of the\(' \'ery ,hallen'd, til{' rt'maind('r 
Wf'T(' relaliq'ly unant'cted by post-depositional factor' rile thr('(' ~qUiU nake, and i\ sing-It' blade, IX)~\ibl~ u,('d .t~ 
an awl, would nOI be out of platt' in a later '\('olithid('arh Rronz(' Altt' eOlllexl. :\0 excavated fealure~ could bt, 
identified \0 thj~ period and it is unlikel\- thc- ~Illall ass{'rnbla~t' is rel.Ht"d 10 permanenl occupation 

II J D Lawson. 'The Geology oft!ll" ~I.ty Hill inlier', Qgarltrtv]nt. (,'to/. SOl' IIi 19.")5),85 116. 
:~ FL. S. Roe, lorthcoming, 'Worked Slone', in G.I.ambri('k et ai" op. <"it. note 19. 
\ I E. S, ROt" forthcomin~. 'Worked Stont", inJ \\,ill, fcmhl'Oll1in,\" f.\(OI'atlflnl at Beckjord 1975 79. 
\ P. Dixun, I)('N., comm. 

Oxford ;\rchat'Oiogical Unit. in prep. Rtfmrl Or! 71lf1rnhill Farm, F(/i,ji"d, (;{Ol. 

r. G, \1Ic-n , forthromin~, Rt/Jllrt on Abmgdon ,''''ryard. O~MI. 
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TIlE ECO:\,O:\IlC EVIDEl"CE 

[III, \:\1\1,\1. UO\L h\ \I.\RK \1.\Lnn 

\nim,1I bonn IWIIl tilt' ncwdliOIl .... en· identilic·d to ,pITit"s \\hrrr l)c)~~iblt' and fl'(-ordc"d individually D.tld 

IT( nnkcl illl lUlkd dn,uom~; sid!:" of Ih(" bod~; fra~nwlll dncription; epiphy\ial fusion; tooth t'ruption ilnd .... rar; 
~lloI\\ illl!: Ill.lrh: huuhr-n marh; surfat (" nmditinll .Uld Jnr.l\lIf("llll'1lI 

• J 1m ~ I 

i n'IHh X of Ihl" !Yfll ('\'aluation lin' within Ihi, ill"t'd and tilt' hom's rtTovtn'd from that' are indudt'd with thost' 
It'lIic'\'('d frOIll lIll' ,uilsl'qul'lH l'\.Cll\:3tions in 1992. \ltugc'liwr, 122 fragmt"llb wen' recorde-d, of which only thirty· 
!\H) muld bt, idrillified to ~pcci{"~. I his rt"n('n~ tht' poor pr(,~(,f\itliol1 of lil(, bone\ and tht" hi~h rra~'lnt"luation of 
tht" ;I,sl'lllblagl". ,\,inl.'"ty-ol1t' fragments had {'rOOt,d ~urbn's and pn'st'rvalion of In(' bones in shallow f('alur€'\ ..... 1 .. 
lIut l.lVoumhll' for Iht sun:i\;il oflhe mort' Ir.l~k anatomical t'kmtnb, Ei1'!;I'lIY fra~ents (onl\ It'n identified w('r(' 
n'u-it'\l'd from JAR Ih(' 100,er fill of tht, roundhousl" ~ul", 'iuc' other t'llIIt('Xt~ produ(,t'd on" 'mall mmllwn of 
It ,u~n1t'nh l'o1blt-:.!, 

(:.m!.-, ,hn'p/~o.u, d()~ and pi~ wen: the olll~ 'pc.'de~ idt,ntifit'd Table:1 Cattle were the lx·~t r{"p~'("ntl'd \\ith 
,iXIl'«'" Iri\l.!;mt"nt~, Th{"if largt"r, ~("neralh d('m«'r hml(' h3\1' ,t bc·!tIT ("hano; of survival than man)" of thost· of tilt' 
smalit'f 'p<'t'iC's in moderate pres('r .... ation (ondition"', .\ lar~(' numl:H'r "'{"\-('IlI)" of unidenlifi('d lar~(' mammal 
fr'II.,'m~·nt\, miN if 1101 all of \\'hidl probably helon~t'd 10 ("all\(-, indiult(', Ill(' hilth de!{ft'e of fragmt'ntatioll of ("\('ll 

lil("(' I)O/w~. Fih~· ... i:\ uf thest' w('ft· found in IR8 hUI prllh,(hl~ r('pn"{'m the fragmentary remains of a r('lali\l'l~ 
~llIall numlwr of bUill", ' [""u ("attle I.HJIlt" I't'n' mt:,lsur"lblt,: ,I lihia had ,I di~t,11 breadth or 52_1 mm.: ,Ill ,1~lra~alu, 
h.ld .I laln,l) knJi!;th of :)8.0 mOl. and a di,t,,) bn',tdth of itl.ii mm.\ nuxill,l from 165 lx'lon~('d to an imn1J.tun' 
animal .... hidl ~til1 po'~e ... <;('d il~ deciduou~ founh prem()lar .1I1d "hu'l' third mold!' had erupled but \\a ... not in ,\t.,\f. 

Snt'll Ilf Ihc' thirll"t'n ~h("ep/~oat fra~enls '\t'n' 100,(, (1'("lh. "ht'~e dem(' clements have a bett('r ("hanrr of 
"uni, al in poor pn'~l'n'ation ("onditiOIl\ thall mo~t of tilt' ~kt'l('lOl1 .. \ ,heep ml'latarpal from 012 "as tht' only 
pu .. iti\,{' idt'l1Iifiralioll (0 ~p('cie .. , .\ m.lI1dible from 011 po .. ,('s~ed d full) ('fupt('d cheektooth row and belon~C'd to 

.It! ,Idult hut not el(\(,11\ anirntll. ~inn' nOlle of Iht molars we'n' in 11(',1\')-, W('.lr. 1\0 measu remellLs were po~sihl(' on 

.111) uftlw .. 11('('p/l{o,,, hones, 
I \H) do~ h{)Il(', "en' idclltiricd: d lihld tmm 01'2 had .I di .. tallm'aclth of '20.5 mm. and helon1!('(\ tn ,\ ml'dium 

,i/('d illdi\'idual, a li'nlU! uLlI1 ;\duh do~ Irom I I):) had tr.u-I'~ of burning nn it. Thl' onl\' idclltifidbk piK hone (dllW 
from til(" {"\alu.ltinn treUdl .md comi ... tcd of a tral{T1leill (11' mandible 

"'\0 hutdu-n' m&b \H'IT found 011 ,\11\ id\·ntifil·d Ii ,H(m('llls. I 'hI" ("]'Oder! surrat\·, made oh-.rn'ation of fill(' {'ut Illdrk. .. 
{'\.tn'llwh dil1iwit..\ ~ma1i fragment of pt'l\is of <l1<l~c mamm,li 'probahh ('attl!;') from tile evaluation '23 did han' knif(­
\ ut, 011 tilt" "haft of' tht" ilium, Only Ollt' ob-;t"natioll (If !{IM\\ ill'l \\J.~ IllMk Oil <l lal11;(' mammalloll~x)n(' rra~el1t fmll1 
Iii \~.till ... ur/:uT "ru,ion had probabl\ ohlitt'r,II(·d olhIT .. imil.tr marL .. , ,\p'lrt from Ihe ab"C'IKl' of hor'-.(' "hi{"h "it .. 
pn"('111 ill ,Ire',l U Iht" r.nll{{' of <;pc'lies i" "vital of Imn \1.(1' ,ill" I 'lit' .... unplt' i., ton ,mall to Illerit furt)wr di,,('u .. ,jull . 

. I rea LI 

\11 hut OIW of Ill(' lilirt(,,(,11 rragml'nt~ from. \n',1 Ii \\('IT rn,O\(,!t·d Irum I n'uch \ ' of Ih(' 1991 ('\<lluatlull, C.HI!.- 11 
,lwq)/o;,::o.1t 1.. pi~ 1" hur ... (' I, unid('ntifil'd I.tntt· lll,unnM! I, ,lI1d unidt'lIIified mammal 1. \\t"re re'pn',('llIt't!, 
l ilt' id('nlifit·d matt'ritll romi~l('d of 100,(· h,(,th <lIMrt fmm ,I {"killed ~ht't'p/ ~Oitl tibia from :>29 rhi, ,1l{.UII 

lll<ii(.lIn poor prt"'t'nalinll of bOIlf'S in th(' .tn'a. 

I ill, \L\(:RO~COPIC PI ... \Vr RL\L\I:'\S h\ :\J.\RK ROIlI'SO.'\' 

\ lolal of l\\t·nty·~t·\Tn ~ampk~, \,ilh it \"olunl(' of 1R1.1Iilrt"S, \ltTt' noatnl OWf <l 0 .. 1 m. nlt'sh to n'('oV('r I'harTed 
pl<lIlt relll.lim. I h(' re .. uh.HH nOt, I\('n' di\i(kd into ,iI{' franiom using: 1. mm., I mill. and O.:} mill. \it'\e~ and cMh 
1i',lI tiorl sorl('d lInd\'r it binocular microsrop{', Ch,lrrrd pl'lnl relllailh olh('r than {"harcoal we-r(' pick('d out and 
jtll-Iuifjed. TIlt' re,ults M(, listed in Tabk t. "hidl g-i\n tilt' numhn of itl'm, identified frOIll earh ,>amplt"'. Ch.trmal 
".1' mu~hly sorted lIlldn a binQ(:ular mino","ope ,U1d Ihen f('prt''«'IlI.lIi\(' fra~nelll!> w('r(' identified u .. inK hi~h JXl,wr 
int"i(itnl lilthl mino,mpy. Tht' rt'~ult~ art' listt'd illLIIM 1. ,\hich r('{'ord, prrst'nt +, frequent ++ or abund.tllI 
+++ li,r t'adl ~ampk lour of tht" ~amplt-..; ('ont.liw,d \'l'ry 1.lrl'(' quantilies or oak charcoal and this has been I\eiltht'd, 
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'I ABLE 2. A:-.' I~L\L BO:-.'E r~\G~IL:-.'TS FRO~I . \Rf~\ A 

umvll C S P D '-' I S.\R U~ I Tolal 

005 2 2 
Ol2mo) 5 3 3 H 
031 I I 
069 2 I • 161 I I 
165 2 I I 
168 I 
171 ~ 5 2 I 12 
188 8 2 56 3 II BO 
(23) I 1 

1'0 Ii-\ I. 16 13 2 70 8 12 122 

A"ry: 
C = cattle; S :; sh('t'p/goat; I) = pig: D = dog; 1....\1 ;: unidf'lltified tlr'tt' mammal (3ttlt'/ horse/red deer;; S.\R = 
~Ilt'('p ~ill.·d mamnu] ,hcrp/goat/roe deer/dog): C.\! = unidentified mammal. 
:'\0. = 1991 e\'iliuation context 

I.\BLE 3 .• 1..'\.\TmIlCAL PARTS or IDl .. '\CIIFILD S PEC IES FRO~I.\RL\ ,\ 

Caul, Shupll(Qat H~ Dog 

Skull I 
~landibl(' 2 I 
Loos(' ' I(-eth 5 7 
Peh-is I 
Femur I 
ribia I 
Carpals 3 
\.slragalu~ 

i\ 1t"tacarpal 
i\ktatarsal 2 
First Pha lanx 
I horacil.: \ hlcbra 

IOI.\L 16 13 3 

Inttrpretalion 

With Iht' exception of Sample 25 from Area B, charred plant remains other than charcoal were \"Cf)' spar.,,,. rhe 
assemblage from Sample 25 v.as dominated by crreal grain, particularly wheal. .\ llhough r{'\\. graim could be 
identified hilh ce rtaint)" aillhe v. heat could have been Tnt/rum .sptt/a (~pdl wheal I. There wert also lesS('f quanlilit·~ 
or lIardtum t'''/garf (s ix-row hulled barley). The o nl ), wt"ed \cI'd that wa~ at all well representcd was I1romul S. 
EubromllJ sp. (eg. 11. ~t(al/1lus. rhtH) a grass which read ily grows as ,In arable weed and whose edible grains rormt'rly 
~eem to haV(' bee n deliberately harvested along with lhe gra in~ of the ce real they were growing amonw;t. 11 Chaff 

17 ~IJon(,5, 'T he Plant Remain .. ', in B. Cunliffe, Dantbury. an lroll.lgt Hllifurt in Hampshtrt t'olumt 2. Tht EUQI'Qlwl/I 
1969 78: Ilrtfilllls CBA Res. Rep. 52. 19841,483 9:;. 
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r("m.lin wt"r~ "paf'e ahhou~h a few glumtll of T IptltlJ w('rr found. Thi~ a ~t'mblagr po~sibly rf'pn-s(,llIC'd grain 
('l('..IIl('d Trad\ for U'IoI". The occurrence of \('f')' ,mall quantitit"s of grain and chafT in the olhroT ~mpl('~ from both 
.ut'" .. \~d~ pt"rh.aps the fe-suit of a back~round sprt'ad of burnt CTop-pr()(:essing debris on lltt' .. iI(' bel'omin~ 
IrKorpnr.ue'd into dn.ha('ological ft'atuN's. 

\1(1'1 of tht ~dmpl('~ ('onlainl"d SOI11(' chan-OM. pdrlillilarly of oak Four sample-s from AN'a B. 1·1, 15, I 9 and 26 . 
• 111 (ollt.lillt·d \t'ry high tonn'ntration~ of oak ('harl'oal. Chanoal i .. 10 bt' expe-("ted 011 an Iron ,\gr occupation silt' 
but \ll(" high ratio of oak charcoa1 to dmTN'd u'T('al f('maim rai~t·s lilt' po-.sibililY that some of thLs ('hal"(:oa1 1M" 
n'\uh('d from it non-<iomt'slic aui';I). 

Di.\(u.UZOfl 

rht' dlarred crop r{'maim from Deer Park Road fall inlO a similar pattern to that first established by JOlles for iron 
\gt' sit('~ on Ihe )itrawl terraces or the Upper Thames Vall(·y ...... ith speit rather than cn1lner as th(' major whrat and 

six·r()\\ hullt"d harl ... }" likcl)' to ha\'t' been another import,ull cerra!' Ie in comparison with silt's in lht' valky bottom, 
lht' conn'nlr,llion ofc('rcal remains was lo\"' pt:'rhaps because it war. nOI ()(:eupit'd \t'r) imemiveiy. However, further 
~it('~ need to 1)(' ill\'("sli~alt'd befor(' dilT("r('I1C('s b(,lwe(,,11 Ih(" arabl(" ("conom) of lh(" Cou;wold, and th(" Th.un('\ 
grawls c.m he ('onrirmed_ 

1\8LL I CH.\RRED REH\I"S 

S.lmpir 
Conl!;xl 
Salllpit- Silt, ,Iilft's 

(,R.\J;\ 
frlilcum .!prlla 
T di{f}((um or Ipe/ttl 
fn{uulI/ ~p. 
I/ordrum /'UII!Mt low'ral 

II. lII{s:are 1.\II:ral 
I/lJrdtum ~p mt."cilan 
I/ardeum sp 
«('fI'.11 indl'l 

(;11.\11 
{ntuum Iptl/a glumc hih(· 

r duo< 'um or lptl/o glum(" bast' 

OIIlLR SLIm, 
( r .\ltdutlgo luplilma 
Rublll jrutico.IUJ a't~. 
Rumt\ sp. 
(,"tlfluni aponnr 
BromuJ 'po ('K If(almu,{1 

imit-I. 

OIliER RL~I,\Ir-:S 
Ruhul or RfHO\P, pri{'klr 
Prumll or (;mlm!!.1J..1 ~p_ thorn 

spell wheat 
l'mmer or \p(-II wllt'<11 

"h('al 
$ix-ro\\ hulkd 
baril'" 
six-ro\\ bark~ 
hulled barlt·y 
harle, 

SPt'1t , .. hC'.tt 
t'mm£'r or sfX'h wiw.n 

black Int'dick 
blackberr. 
dock 
e;oo~t'gra~' 

chl"sS (-1(' 

blill.:kberry or rtI,(' 
,,10(" or hawthorn 

I 
Ol:.? 

10 

ExC'iudine; ("hart·oal 

17 18 19 
5511 :;4.) .')05 

10 20 10 

2 

2 

:sa \lJOIW~" -1h(' Plant R.l."maim'. in ~I, PMril1~on 01'_ (·it. nOlI' L q:\ liD, 

20 
531 

15 

3 

8 
.; 

21 
I liM 

5 

21 
529 

I 

2:; 
.'):'1:$ 

I 

H 
21 
1:1 
2 

:1 
2 
·1 

51 

I 
·1 

III 
I 
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TABLE 5. CHARCOAL 

Sample Cantt"xI Samplt' cf. CorylllJ Q!= ... cr. RuhUj Prun ... Pomouir(U Frnxmus Charcoal 
size' D/,,/lima cr. ultuior Weight 
litfe<;: rpmora hav"1.horn a,h '!"'S) 

hazel oak blackberry ,10< etc. 

I 012 10 + ++ + 
2 056 I + + 
6 150 40 + 
7 140 10 + 
10 104 20 ++ + 
II 120 10 + 
II 509 20 +++ 90 
I.; .;07 20 +++ 170 
16 163 10 +++ 
17 .;50 40 +++ 
18 545 20 + + 
19 505 10 +++ 355 
20 53 1 15 +++ 
21 168 5 + + 
22 165 20 + 
23 565 I +++ 
25 553 4 + 
26 511 20 +++ 170 

IUDIOCARBON Il\n:S b) CRADlE WALKER 

'1'\\'0 rad iocarbon dt'lerminatiOIlS wert' initially made from charcoal sam ples r('tric\'ed from the filJ o f the 
rou ndhOlI\e gull)' in Area A (Wil-92 16) and a pit fiJI from Area B Wit-92 19;. Tht' determination obtained from 
\\,i l-92 19 was inconsistent w ith the an eractual evidentt'o T ht' count was rerun, but returned a sim ilar 
delermill;Hion. Fine rool penetration was noted in the ~amplc, and along with less than rigorous drying procedures 
may have resulted in a young dale. The primary ll1ea~uremelll result is presented as conventional Radiocarbon Age 
in years HP iU defined by Stui .... er & Polach."I'I 

TABLE 6. THE R.\J)IO .\RBON DATES 

Samp/~ Lab Rif 6"C {%oJ Da" BP (:aJlbratLd Sa1llpk dtroils 
doILal/a 

\\'it-92-19 RCD·2052 -27.40 1020±70 AD 970 1035 Charcoal from pit 504. Sample 
repeated as RCD-2424 

\\'it-92-19 RC D·2oI2I ·27.40 1070±70 AD 890 1020 Replicate check measurement on RCD-
2052 

\\'it-92-16 RCD·20.;3 ·26.00 2190±90 390 115 BC Charcoal from roundhouse gully 070 

INTERPRETATIO AND DISCUSSION 

Although the excavations at Deer Park Road were neither total nor carried Oul under ideal 
conditions, enough has been revealed lO illustrate that the occupation fall s within the 
general category of undefended farmstead sites. Such sites are most common during the 

<t ~I Stuivt'"r and H .. \ Polach. 'Discussion: reporting of 14C data', RadifKarhorl, 19, No.3, 355-63. 



90 GR\I.\H. I \\\I.KLR 

Iron .\~(" in the L'pper l'hamcs \'alley and its tributaries but arc less well fcprcscmrd on the 
COl~\\"olds and Oxford Cplands. 

rill' di!oisimililrit), between Areas A ilnd B mi~hl cause some question to arise over ,,,helhn 
hoth sill'S can be ~enuinrly regarded as disparate dements of a single scuJcmcl1l. That they 
l all i ... !'.uggeslrd b) the lack of l'\,identr for <my rOlllparahlr anivily in the immediate 
ncilllly. Thl' C,\') c\"a!ualion of 1991 encouIHt'rC,,'d no lrol1 Age aCli"ity on the day!\: of 
,\rea B.m Similarl), {'yaluation b~ the O"fc)rd Ardlaeologicai Unit E of Area .\ in 199-1-
I(HlIlel no Iron ,\I{t' ('vidence, although an undau'cI ditch .... as enulunterro. Herr toO, it ,\-all 
I(HlIlei that the g-raH'is \\ere fcslrinrci to til(' hig-her ground ilround Area ,\, and that ht'aY) 
tlay~ predominated elsewhere. H To lhl' \\' of Ul'('r Park Road the land drops gently loward~ 
the Coh .. dl Brook and is unlikely to alTer suitable ground lor scttlement. On I) to the S of 
.\n.'a ,\, whcre the ground is level and \\'h(','(' gran'ls \vere secn in contracLOrs' tn'nches, i~ 

there any possibility of settlement continuing. 
It therefore follows that as ,\rca B is 11m itself a srif-colllained senlcmelll unit and thcrr 

.lr(' apparently no mher centres of habitation in thr immediate "icinity, other than Arca ", 
the two. although widely separated. arc probably interrelated. The limitations of the 
('('ramic eyicit'nn' preclude support of this ,·jew, but neither i_~ the c\·idence cOlHradin()r\~ 
Similarly, the broad variante bct\'\-'ccl1 radi(}('arbon dates from the twO areas prohihit.'i am 
useful comparison . 

. \cct'pting that .\reas .\ and Bare il1terr<'ialt'd, an explanation for the disliimilarit~ 
hetwt'cll tht' two an'as can be most readil~ snuglll in terms of func,tional differellces, Clcarh 
.\,ea B. with its rciatiycJy I(m qualltiti('~ of domntic r('fll~l', conct'lllrated areas of burniIH.~, 
irnl1\\ orking debri~ and the relali\'cly high concentration of cereal relll'lins. pro\'idcs il 

contrast with the marc ob\-iolls domesti( character of Area. \ .. \lthou~h tht'st' ft'atur<'~ 
('ollc('ti\'cly imbue Area B with a slightly unusual character, no single dement is of ~u('h pre­
eminence as to ,-,uggest that the site had a singular specialist function. \,"ith the exccption of 
iroll\\'orking, craft actiyities representcd in ,\rea B arc reflected in .\rea ;\, ,\iliuHlgh 
metalworking of both iron and uronze has h('cl1 demonstrated to he a normal c-Kti\'itj 
(',lITicd out in Iron Age settlem('IllIi, some ~it('s posses~ areas specific-aUy rcsern'd for this, II")!" 
installCl' at Gussage All Saint!>, U Ho\, .. cvt'r, tiH'SC do not tcnd to be situated at all~ grt'ctl 
di~talKl' froll1 the main habitation cel1tre, and in any lase the quantity of debri!> re('O\'cred 
li'om ,\rea B may alllount to only a ~ingle days' ~Illilhing, 

Rathn than ~r('k a specialist function for. \rca B it may bc' more profitable to wggest that 
the site was a ~ellcral 'utility area' resen'ed (or no specific la~k, but where a raJl{~l' of 
Cll'li\ities \\cre perrormed. The processing of harn'stt'd cereals and the repair of iron tool.., 
might be more readily undertaken within the working em'ironment, i.e. paddo<.ls or ficld~, 
where the (inal transport of cleaned and parrhcd g-rain lO the homestcad would he more 
l'Collomical or time and labour than fre~hly hanl'l){cd produce, ,\ comparison wilh the more 
r('(Tnt agricultural practice of haying ficld-harns lo('att'd at some clistan('c li'om thl' main 
farm buildings to act a~ Qut-slatiom for a range of a('ti\"itie~ may be an appropriatl' analo~'). 

'rhl' occupation at Deer Park Road is, notwithstanding aCli\'ity in Area B, of <l commonly 
seen kind. 1100,e\'cr, the si,f{nificance ofdw l'xc<lvalionlics as much with its geographical and 
topographical lo(.'atioll as the nature of the Sl'ltiemclIl evidencc uncovcred. Recl'1ll ycars 
han' seell a concentration of archacologica!liur\'cy and ('xcavation on the highly visible Iron 

(; I. \\~Ikl'r, Dft" Park Road, Wiln~l, ()~/(),dl/l/ft, Irdw!llolt.,ral F (/bi<l/WlI (XI I~ Rt"p, 91!d, IlJ91 . 
\ P.lrkimon, !ttl! II'ilnry u,mmulli!), ,\ilt, Irjln~)', ()~furdlhirt o.\l' I'~ R{'p, 199-1. 
(; J \\.Iinwri~ht, ('UHO!?~.W Sointl, In lum .I.er ,vUlnnml 111 Ik)fl(t DOE ,\1'( h. Rt'p. 10, 1979 
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.\~e sitc!o. of the densely scttled e;ra\'c)s in the Thame!) and \\'indrush \ 'allcp. Ilm\ en:r. 
further \I' on Ihl' dip-,Iope of Ihe Cot>wolds and the Oxford L'plands dClailcd im·c li~alion 
has bfl'll wanling. It is m.'crss"1f} to travel as far west as Guiline; PO\\rr 10 find ;.\ modern 
excavation within the \\"lIldrwih Yalley catchment not actualh- IO(:alC'd on the valll'\ noor. n 
.\lthoug-h the inCTC'a .. ing use of aerial photographic !'mn:ey ha~ in rr('('1ll years cxpa;ldcd lht, 
Cot\wold sculc.'lTIt,nt pic.:turc a\\ay from one primarily dominatcd b~ hillforts to no" inciucir 
'banjo cndosures'. little.> is known of other types of scttlemt'nt. H How('\"{'r. the n'Cl,ntl~ 
disco\"(' rcd middle Iron Age settlement at Glymplol1 Park on the l'dge of the Oxford 
Uplands n1.\) prm"idt> i1 parallel for Deer Park Road. ~' 

Deer Park Road l!u,rt'fofe provide!') a useful counterpoint to lhe \'allcy terracc site!;, and 
hdp'i to broadcn tht.' kno\\11 range of sites ocrupying lhe higher ,~round. l lingley's modrl of 
social organization which perceived di'itin('l pallerns bct\\'('en open scttiemt'llls or til(" 
Th~lmcs Vallc) <lnd cndoscd seuiemellls of the COlswolds and Oxford Uplands lh has 
rerently been rhallenged as LOa simplistic, H This i., clearly illustratcd by the form or 
sctllemem at Dcer Park Road, which fails to re\'eal itself in al'rial phOlographic ... urvrys in 
d<:ferrllc(' to tlw more \'isible 'hanjo enclosures', It is to be exprcu'd that siles such as I)eel 
Park Road are much 1110rc numerous than prc\'iously suspeCled and this then'fon' illustrat<'!>, 
that raution should br exercised where ('omplcx models of social organization an' proposed 
on the basi~ of scttlemcnt lypolog)~ 

The t:ultural evidence indicates lillie if any significant \'''lrimion in rnmeriaJ lifestyle from 
other local sites, Although the range or pottery fabrks is perhaps more limited than 
elsewhere. this is rather to be interpreted along "vith other ~ite ('\-iden('e as an indi(·i.ltion of 
r('latin .. ly short o((upation rather than of a functionally \ignifkant \"arialion, 

r he limitcd t'("onomie: c\'idence sUf\'i\-ing- on the site shows a range of animal sp('fit-s to be 
present, the only major departure from the trends seen on other local sitcs being lhc poor 
represcntation ufhor'i(', although the hi~h proportion of bones unidentified to 'ipet'ies makes 
this conclusion It"'ss than certain. Similarly, thr charred plant rcrnains show no significaI1l 
\'ariation from valle) holtom sitcs other than an Q\'erall 10\\ incidt'nce of ('('1"cal r(' mains. 
Il mvcver, the conditions for preser\'ation of organic materi~lls on the site wcre not good, and 
other indicators sll('h as broken quernstone fra~ments and a possible f('aping hook c:karl) 
impl} that ('ercalli 'ver(' a significant part of the inhabitant ... · dil'l. 

.\ range of domt'stic Crarb appears to h~we bt'cn rarried out althe site. POllCr} form., \\(' re 
predomin .. tntly of plain undecorated domestic types. pO'isihl) not manufactured on-site but 
undoubtcdl) made locally, Loomweig-Iw; testify to \\('a\-ing-. but the absence of spindle whorls 
might suggcst spinning of wool was carried out elsewhere. ~ I elal\\orking, both forging of 
iron and casting of bronze, was praCtised, 

Collectively the ('\'idcncc suggests il relati\'el) scif-colllained .,cnicmellt unit practi"iing 
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mixed subsi"itcllce farming. This widens the distribution of ,>uch siles beyond the river valleys 
wherr pre\'iously most mixed farming settlements han' been identified; although it has been 
suggested morc specialized farming scuiemel1ls also operated on the valley floors during the 
middle Iron Age .... a Hov,"cvcr, it is dear from examples such ao:; the recently excavated ~ite at 
\\'hilrholls(' Road, Oxford, that cOlwcmionai models of farming settlement patterns still 
require further refinement and Deer Park Road should not be regarded as a typical 
farmstcad until further upland Silt'S have been excm"au."d."'" 

rhe rather sparse settlement cvidenc(" .. 11 Dc('r Park Road implies that the site was short­
livl'd, perhaps suggesting a failed attempt at settlement on relatively difficult ground prone 
to waterlogging during wet periods. Allhaugh abandonment of ule site cannot be closely 
dated, the radiocarbon determination from the roundhouse suggests occupation is likely to 
have ceased by the I sl century BC, at a time when abandonment or sett lement shirl has 
been noted at many sites in the Upper Thames Valley.5O Although the reasons behind this 
arc unclear, social and climatic conditions may have been driving factors. The increasing 
concern with drainage of the roundhouse in Area A offers the most immediate solution for 
tht' prevailing circumstances of abandonment at Deer Park Road. 
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