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Small-.\colf f.wQl:alion agoilUl/lu lint oj lilt ci~)' u'al/lt:illtin Veu' College reual,d an earthu'ork rampart 
on lilt Jouth side of Iht u'olt a"d predating it. Thil mal' hat" bun a lalt Sa.'mn faJlfT1l ("lmsion Vlht 
10Ih-anlllT)' burghill difmm olOt/ord. on a lin, subuqllflll!y fo"olted ~)' tilt 13Ih-anlllT)' ci(v lI.'all. 
S'O",f details of Iht u'oll (omlruction W"'t 1lOud. TIlt 13th-emtury ditch and lht later outer (iry wall 
zt'rrf not jew DU'ing to lilt limited extenl of (,'((omlion. Thert u'os some tvidencr for a slructuTt built 
againll Ih, txlerna[ wall fact atljarflll 10 baslion 12 (Ihe kilrhet!]ard gale). This mqy hal' beet! oj [ale 
med/real dale, but most ollur features excavated on tltt north lide of the wall Wire post-medieval and 
modtTlI ill datto 

I" 1 RODlJCTIO,", 

I n the long vacation of 1993 extensive trenching wa!-. undertaken in :\e\\- College for dUClS 
to accommodate alarm and communication cable:;; and for low voltage mains cables. The 

majority of this work "'1'as confin£'ci LO the nonhern part of the College, bC'lweell the New 
Buildings in Holywell Street LO the 1\ and the extant city wall to the . It was necessary, 
ho\\o'ever, to cross the line of the city wall at three puilll.~, wili<.;h it \Va:, anticipated would be 
achi('V('d by drilling directly through the fabric of thc wall below ground levcl. Since the wall 
is a Scheduled Ancienl ~ I onument. provision for archaeological exca\'ation and monitoring 
at these points was deemed a necessary condition of the granting of Sclwciulrd ~lonumel1l 
Consent. The \\'ork was carried au( by the Oxford :\ rchaeological Cnit in August 1993, and 
obserYalion of related earthmoving operations continued into the first half of September. 
rhe work was commis:;;ionecl by Peter Lawson-Smith As~ociates Limited on behalf of ~ew 

College. The groundwork~ contractor was Ashlar Construction Ltd and the main (e lectrical) 
('ontraclors were Darke and Taylor, The cooprnllion of representatives or a ll these 
organizations is acknowledged, as is lhe help given by lhe Clerk of \\'orks to the College, 
Da\'id Rolfe and his deputy, and Graham \Ve£'lG of Rodne) ~ l elviJIe and Partners, architects 
ror the College. The find s and the project archin' are deposited at the Ashmolean ~ I useum. 
The illustrations are the work of Karen Nichols . 

• \RC I I.\LOLOGIC.\L B.\CKGROl:'iD .\:'i0 OBJEC-IIVES 

The lint' or the wal] around lhe NE corner of lhe City of Oxford has received archaeological 
att£'ntion on a number of occasions since the 1920s. Successive excavalions have shown that 
the !)urviving city wall was probably to be ("qllated with thal known frol11 documental') 
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sourrrs to haH' bcrn under ('on~truclion from 12261 and that lhen~ was an outer \\all, 
perhaps of lalt' 131h- century dalC', which mirror<,'d the line of the inner on(,,1 The exi\lt'ncr 
of bastions on the outer wall wa~ confirmed in the early 1980", and at lht' same time' the 
o\"{'rall sequclln: of the city's defences was f('\'icwrd. 1 The historical devclopmem of tht' 
dcrt~n("c'i has bccn ciisfllsscd most fully by Hi.l.'i'iall. t 

"l'h(' object of Ih(" r("rem work was 10 t'xamil1c and record in ad\'ancc of their destruction 
liw ('haraClcr of any archaeologiral deposits ilnd their rchuiol1"hip to Ihe rit)' wall, and to 
sec iflhc\c shed any new light on the seqU(;~Il("(, .1Ilcl (hranology orthe defences of the ("it)'. In 
parltcu!ar, ('\"idel1o: for the postu lated cast', ard ('xtcl1siol1 of the late Saxol1 defcncrs or 
Ox({)r d was to br \oughl.''l \\'hile most of this \ .... ork COlltClllfi.ltt'd in the immediate vic inity of 
Ihe in ncr city wall, ol1e of the contractor\; trenches to thr N was to bl' archacologic;.lUy 
CXf,w.llrd lO pcrmit ('xamination of the line of the outer wall. 

1111. 1':\C'\\ \ 1I0" Fig, I) 

hlUr m.tll tr('llt-hc', \\I'rf {'x('d\'ated .tRaimt lhl" inner ril\ wail in P(),iliom lorrl'~pondin't to til(' propo<,rd Iu(.Hlnll 
(It .It {C' point .. fur l".tmin.uion and -.en itiu't or lht" dUlh, \"hi( h rt'quirfd dt't"pt"r e-xe.I\-.tlion than tht' rt'maind('r 
ul' tlw tl"('lId1t" Ir('lIdl('l I and :2 \H'I"(' un lht" Idt" tlf Iht" \\.111 1)('I\H'C'1l lilt' IkJl To\\("r and baMi()n II Ilw 
nUI1lI~:rill~ of1h(" b.1 lim1 f(lilo,,) that t'\labli,hed ~ til(' Rn.,.al Commi\ Ion. Ireneh :J on the;\ ide in th(' dn~1c 
flf Ihc" cit~ \-\oall alld Ih('" \\ \\-all of ba~lion 12, and ""f('lIth I Oil th(' S ~idt' or Ih(' \\ all in Ih(' anircha)X'1 vard in lim' 
\\ ith I rl'll{-h I. I n'mh 5, to tht" :\ E of Trt'fl('h 2, ,\-a, .. iu'd O\'('r tht' lill'l) lint" of thc oUler <:it)' walt In all (',1'1' 

("{('pt j'rrnc-h 1 lIlt' uppt'rm()~t drposil~ \\("rl" remow'd b) lIw cuntra( lUI''' undc'r archat'ologi{al ~ul)('n·i ... ion, usil1~ 
.t '1ll.1I1 1Il.ld1ine III I n'lIcht's :l and 5. Th~ lIatural ... ubsoil, rnt"olllll('rt'd ill all Irellch~~ tX('pl 5, con~i~1td IIf 
horilOlllalh lM'dd('d la\('r, of .. and, gra\c'l and 'land, Ill(' tn'nch,' and nthc'r ob~("r"'dliflll'i ar~ d(',crilx'd 11\ 

"'quc'ml' fmm \\ ttl t , lhe,,(' on lhe =" 'iid(" of the \\all l>rin!{ trr;lt('d fir t. I h(" de .. cription gi\'("n hel'(' i. .. on" in 
oUlliru'_ Full cont~xt d('t,lil~ tall bc'" finmd ill lIlt" proj("t"I.lft hi\!" 

7'''1(11 I (Fig, 2) 

I rt'H( h I, aliJ{llt'd , S, \\-.1", 3.0 x 1.3 Ill , , .. ith a nl.lximulTl d<"plh of 2. I m, ("he an'a of tht lrt:llch ",I' haelJ~ 
di'iurbnIIJ) 1)("t·IlI(,din.ll.tlltI rnOdt'f II fi:<lturt." "lid lIu mc·dic ,.11 ft'.I1U1t) dlMft from thc' \-\0,111 ibdh.,crc idcllIifi\d. 

I h, f:,[1 Ilill/: I'll(" 1)<1'1' of tilt" ,\-aU ft'~t{'d 011 the lOp of th(" gr.wd ~ubsoil at about t)I,f)(1 m. al)()\-e on 'I"he outt'r f;1t l" 

f)f thl' '\,111 lound.uion pmj<'ut'd aOOm 0.16 (1.22 m. in Ironl of tlu:- raft" nf lh(' \\aU propn. It ,.,a ... roul(hh \('flit,11 

from it ha'f" up III a Iwi~ht nf .tbout O.C)() m. , \\hifh cnrl"f"'pomlc'd to thc" II1nekrn ~mund 1("\('1. Fmm thi~ pnint tll('n-" 
\\.h .1n i~lar haHn about 0.30 m. in h('i~ht befof(' thl' m.lin H,rti. al \-\oall f.u-r \\3'i rt"achrd. Th(' WIl.')lru("ti<)f1 hi 
lill' \\-all bdo .... till' h.1UtT t'mpl(J~ed ilT('~ularl~ 'hapt'11 Curalli.m lim('<;lc)llt" hlfH.~, ran'tin~ fmm n,IO x tun m. tn 
/),1.') x n,IO m. in ,ill', I"hC"o;,(' \\ere lInf.tero anel roulthh wurwd, IX'in't bondt·d \\ith a ~rIJO\\ ... md) mort.lr wllt,tininl( 
'om(' '1ll.111 ~r.l\d. rhi .. mortar \\<1.') onl, ob"t'f\.rd at tht' \'('11 h.N" oftl1l" \\.tll, hom c, 0.10 m, al)(]\c the ba.'t' of tirr 
\\,111 ,mel ul)Y,ar(l, thl' r,ut' of the \\aU .... as largdy concc'akd 1)\ <I thid mon.lr \\-hi('h had \\('alh{'l'('d to a dark I{Tt'\. 

'I 'hi'l l)('ril.ll>S 1)('lonlt('ell~' d rdatively rt'(:('nt pha"'t' of rt'pair or n'poimin't of thr \\ .tli 

I \,G. It untcr alld I..~ I Jope, 'Exca\"atio l '~ on the City Drr('n('('s in N('\\ Collf'ge. Oxrord, 1919', Otommuo. '1'\1 
I 'I,il i, :l8, 

, P.tlnlt'f. ' 1-.'\{,\\-.lIions on lhr Outer City \\'.111 01 (hford in St. IIden', Passa~(' and H('rtford ColI<"',lt:("', 
(homnulo. xli 197(j'. 118 60, 

n, Durham, C lI alpin and " Palma. 'Oxford\ 'urlhrrn Drft'!lc'c' \rchat'ological Studi('>; 1971 IIIH:l', 
()\fJnUnIlO, xl,iii !(UtJ1, 13 .fO, 

t ·LG. Il a~s;llI, 'City \\'.\11~, Gale~ .Ind I)o,t{'fn~'. I laona Iltlt/J~~ rifthf (;1/I1f1~r ofOiford, i\', ]00 ~. 
, C[ ' I. I-I as,all. ' \ r<haeoiog.,- of O.'(ford City', in G, I\riR;l{'>. J Conk and .. Rowlt")' "ds,,, Thr IrrhfHfl/f/Lp' '!/ thr 

Oyvu/ Rlglon 1986. 122, 
R,( 11_~f ..• In In 10f) f)./tiu f/utofUQI.U nummLJ m tJu (',f} if0t/orJ 19'''11 159 61 



Trench 1: Section 1 
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OtlrnjMhlll nu' t'arli('<it fU1U1T lx'yond th~ line Oflht" ..... all .... d a ,Iopin~·"idrd pit up to 0.50 m. dt't'p cui 131 
I~ ing in tilt'" u'ntrt of lht' L "ide of the trr'nch. Ih filii 133 ~nd 11 q pnxluad potl('~· .... ith a tmrtUtu.1 poll qlUfrt of tht" 
mid I Rth Ct'IItU~. I h~ \,~rr cut in lht" :\1:. corner of ,he '",nrh by a tC"('p-~id<"d pit 121 and marginall~ in lht'" '\\\ 
corn!"r by a furtht'r pit 118. Bolh the5f: feature<\ \\('r(' prohabh 01 19Ih-cc-nlury datt"o AUlhe5e (('aturt's "CrT M"alt"d 
b~ a rubhlC' layn 10-1 \\hich was lnlnC3trd h). a equen«(' 01 modt"rn drain'" and pit,_ Tht' large:r;t of the laUt'I", 111, 
"a~ dUI{ ri~ht d~ain\t lh(' out('r face of the cit} .... all and 1)('10", ih I",~t' to ,\ depth of c. 1.':'0 m. Tht' drain \\4"r(" 
mainh C"olltt'nwd .... ilh tht' r{"ffiovaJ of surface' hiHt"r from tht" adjao-Ill .ullt'cha)X" )aro lhrou~h the IXKly of the 
\\all 

Trfllch 2 (Fig. 3) 

In'll( h 2, ,tligtU'd i\ S, was :3.65 Ill. long. It wa.~ 1.60 m. wirif' .tgdin~t the wall face and the northern hillf , .. ,Ill 
2.20 In. wid(', The ma ... imum excavated depth w.\\ 2.:10 Ill. A, ill Tn'nth I ,ht"fr was extemi\'t po~t·mrdi('\al 
di~lurbann.\~aiml the ba'lf' of the wall, howrwr, a 13),r( ':?Ol of (rei sandyilt with a little gravel lIun:i\'('d 10 ,I 

Tll.tximum depth of t. (},,) I m. at a point \\hert' it apP<'Mt'd to lill a natuf.l) hollo", in tht:' underlyin~ ~ra\"d 'Iubsoil 
217 10-4 dt'n('a~('d r.tpidh in Ihickne~~ to th(' :\, and b.trI·l) ,unived t, 0.5U m. X of the wall \\h('fl" it"d 
Inlmalt'd IlV a modern [('alure. 

flu (.Iry "fll/: \ .. in 'rrench I the ba~ of the wall ~t('d dirrnl~ (In the gt"d\"t'l ~ul»oil 217\ at about 61.22 m .• lhu\I' 

Oil Th .. \\.111 mu~1 ha\(' Ix-en et in it constntnion trt'nch ("ut Ihrou~h 1a)('( 204 but ",ith tht" stone .. of tht­
fuund.ltinn hullrd ri){ht up to the- ~id~ of th~ trench '<0 that the rut il dr \\-d..'1 lIot ",bibh:-. Inc ouler fatt" of lh(" ha.\I· 
of tht' "all v...u appmximatcl) \~rtica1. and as in fr("llch I "a~ {'Oll truu("d of rou~hly cou~d irregular rubblt" '>(+1 
III a and) mundi'", ,\bout 0.80 0.85 m. al.lo\~ the bd'it' ofth(" ".Il1lh('l'"(" \\-as a crudt' off'>et rang1n~ from c. 0,10 
11.22 m. in dq)th, till' top of "hi{-h "as !\O11l(" 0.+0 m, brlr,\\- tht" mod<"flll{round 'Iurface .. \00 .... (' lht" off~:1 "a .. .l1I 

irn·){UI.lr baltl'r \\-ilh ,t 101.11 depth of c. 0.15 0.20 m. and .I hC'ighl of (. 1,17 1.22 m. 'l1te outer face of Ih(" batu'r 
\\a~ 1U'.lrly \('rtic.ll ,mel il1 lOp had almost the appearanc(" of AIl()lht"r tt"P or on~t ",ith a rou~hl) chamft'r("d lOp 
somt' 0.10 n. 15 m. dc'("p, rJu' masonry of tht' baiter abm-'t" ground 1t" ... ~1 \\-,n almost invisible owin~ to tilt" pr("\('!HT 
of mCh'i ;lnd pollutiun produ("t~ on the monar and !llont'. \I>O\t' lhr baHt'r lh(" "ail fac(' consisted of rdaliH'ly Idrgt' 
,mel rl"a~on;\bly wur~t'd squarro blocks. 

Lxamin.uion of iI ("01"(" elrillrd through the baS(' of the "ail hed mort' li~hl on the character of ils conuructioll 
I ht' rorr of Ih(" \\.111 ill thi~ point was compoS('d of irregular linwslOn~ rubble, with blocks up 10 a ma-.:imum of 

I. O. n Ill, III l("n~lh but ('haracterislicall) us.in~ much smallt'r fragnwnts 1~J>i("all) (.0.08 0.10 Ill. long. nll~ 
1l\,lIerial wa!> boU(kd with .I concrete-like mixturt" ()f\{'r) p,llt" ~.IIl(h mortar ~lul1~c11 c. 5Y 8/1.5 de") or :2.5" 713 
d.lmpl) inwrpor.uillJi{ frt"qut'nl rounded JX'bble~ and al"ttl angular limnlon(" ('hip~. Tht'~ indusions wt'r(" grnt'r"II) 

III .I .') 25 mm. ~i/(' rangt'o Th('rt' was no discernible \Jrialir)O in tOl1r I)-pt· aod mortar composition thmu((h lh(" 
I«'ngth of tht' ('un-, and tht"rt"fort' no evidence for mort' Ih.m une ph'l j' rlf C"on"llruclioo in Iht' thirknt' nflh(" wall 

Ot!t"ftablm:1 he onl,! i~nirkant [('ature in this trt'nch wa, a \e-ry la~r \r'rtical, idt'd cut 213. the S ("d~(" of\\11I(h 
I,n \.bO 170 m, , nflhr ba,.\(' of the- wall. The rd~(" \\a ali~t'd E " : pM.dlel 10 th(' lint' of the .... all and t'xtt"nd."d 
Uc"\()lld lilt" (ullfillt'$ uf th~ trellch in each direuiull It h II1('n:fur~' um Irdf" if thi ... "ob a linear fratuJ't' or d \tT) l.tr~,· 
pit. I ht" appt·.lr.anu· of the ed~e cut in the 'and and gr,\\I'1 ub~il wa~ rdati\rly u""eatherrd and il is 111("1 
unlikely that lht' fC'alUrt' ",as open for any h:'ngth of timt' J'hr fr,llurr Wd' nOI ('xca\"atro belo\\ a dt'lnh of 1.30 m. 
from il~ lOp. prioripdily i)('cauS(" it!> fills produced onl~ 181h- and Il lth-t'e-Illur)' malt'rial. These fills 216. :215, 211 
,Uld 206 Wert' 1.lid rt'ldti"'t'ly horizontally against Iht' S rdl{t' of 11u- f,:alUrt'. whidl !ioggt'st that tippin~ into it Illok 
platt' prill( Ipall~' fmm the :-.: sid(' .• \ layer (205 .. "hich 1iI1(·d tht' hnllow larmed on lOp of this l!-ature ant'r the 
st"IlI(,Illt'IU of it\ fill, \\-.tJi overl"in by a deposit (2031 \I hich <ll~o <.<'.dt·d th(- fill of 3n E \\' drainpipt' Irench (212). All 
tht" ~ub,t'qut'nt dq)Q~it" in lOtal up 10 c. 0.90 m. dct'p, mU~1 thrrt"i"orl' lla\'e l)('"rl1 of recent dale. 

Tr",ch 5 Fig. r 

nl{" .1rth,l('ologit-all}-recordt'd part ofth~ cablr Irt'uch dr~i~rrlatrd Trt"lIch 5 extt'ndc-d 10 m. XE from a I>oint Ju~t 
.\i ofTrtll(h 2, traddlinllt lhe C'xisling retaining wall olllht" ~idl" ofth(" Slipt'. thought to rt'n("clthr lint' of 1111" 
outtr fll)' "all. :'\ flf thi~ "alllh~ trench \\-as 0.90 m, .... id(" and 1.0 m. det"p: to the S il"as (. 1.10 m. \\-idt· and 
rt'dthrd a maximum dc.-plh of 1.60 m . .:\10" of Ihe Irtll( h \\-d. t'xra .... att'd b)' lhe contractors; onh' the lo\\t',t d("po il 
immediatel~ S oftht" Slipt "aU \\('I'"e excavated archa("()iogicdll) 

Thr j'Mlic'~1 dtpnsil eIKountC'n"d "('~ Ioc::at("d jUJ\I S of tht" Slip(' \\.tJ1. rht'), cOMistro of la)~r of \,t'lIo\\i,h­
bro"1I \alldy gra\d 527 brm .. n "\andy ~ih 525 and ):lt), th!" IdUrr rOnl.ilini.rl~ lim~tone fragmenu up 10 0.10 m 
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Trench 5: Section 3 
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Trench B: Section 4 
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Inllli\' .1Ilt! ,1 ~ra\('lh .. and alo;o contailling lim .. Inne- YUI .... ilh a combinf'd df'pth abm.f' 5:.27 ..... hich \\as nut 
r'u,\\'alC"d 01 ( n.~~o m. I..a\'~r 525 'Yoa~ 19"uifkalll in prT"KiUl 1t1J( a mall group ofmrdlC'\'aI pottCT, ..... ilh a dat rane;t' 
III I lIh I '}tn (t'llIum· ... rh('W' dC"jXt1it'l "\t'rr lrum.llrd to tlU" :\ b~ 529. a \"('nKal I'idt'd CUI' O.bO m dt't'p for an 
I \\ ,\all "I2R. 518 .... a~ O.ti5 m. thil·l ami u .... i\"t'd to a Iu·il.!:ht of 0.55 m. It .... as faero on the:\ id~· .... ith t1m·(, 
(lur,>('1 ul lal1(t·. mUlo:hl~ -quarTd but appdr("llth, umnurLIrtd limntour block. probably of H("adlll~tou tonc Ill(' 
lar~ I nflht'W' In tht' botlom (OUO(' ""iiS 0.11 x n . .!:l m. 'J hi' S Icl,' uf Ih(' .... all COI\lr.~t('d oflomc IimnlnllC" ruhblt' 
.... ilh oc 1.1 iunal bril. k rra'tffiC"n~, mat("rial ""hie h (.111 1I('\I'r ha\(' 1x·(,11 frt"Mtanding and .... hil·h lh('rdml' CC)lllirm 
th.u the- ..... 111 .... ,,' M"t in a (-ut through 53() r.1thrr tlldll hd\lIIJ( 53U pikd up ,,~in'lt it onc(' it .... a'l in pmitilln JIll" 
IO'Yorst uflll(· thrf'(, count's ofma~nl) .IPIWArI·d til lurm Ih(' ha~r 01 tht· .... .111 ..... hi("h Il\('rla\o la.,.t·r ::i:23. 

Sonw 1.30 m, S of the \ .. all .... as th(':\ rdl«' of a larKI' lUI :;21 rhis t"d!-:('"as aJi~('d ["{JlIllthh I \\ .lIul (ut 
\ntil.llh lhrough la\l'rs 5:2b "nd 5:l7 r .. {"(' "IJU\1' • \ filupinK"~idt'd ('UI through t.h(' o\'erlying lo1)l'r ym m.l\ haw Ix·t·1I 
p.lI t uf til(" ori~illal fut 51-1 or may hdve rt'prc'lK'IItI'd d r('t III 01 thi~ f('a1Urr If tht' laUt'r int<'rprct,llioll is ('01 n·t I it 1$ 
UI\{I'Il.lin w11l'1I1('r lh(' ori~nal \('"ion of Yll ""IS also (ul rrnm .1Ild through layt.'r 530. though Ihis is Iikl·I.,... '1111' 
1I1111illlUll1 !\ S dime-usion or til!' featurr "",I~ 1,00 m., .Hld il is quiU" possible thai cut 524 was til(" N (·dl(\" olth(· dt·(·p 
\1'rti(',I) \idt'd ('ut (213) in Trench 2, in "hich l'ib(' th(' IOla! .... idth of the feature (~ S, ..... ould h,l\e h('('11 t. 7,.'i{) m. The 
fill~ of 52·1 .... rrt' not il1\t'sti~t{'d in detail. I Ill' lu""('st d('te("t('d rill .... a.!. 523 •• 1 brown sand) ... ilt \, ilh (han'o.ll n('de, 
.... hic h ..... 1 o\'('rlain b) 522. a dump of und) rnortM up to (U I m. lhit.:k inwrporating Iimntom' fral{lllt'lib. HIl .. ( . 
• uul suh-.C'qUf"nt del)j)~it. ... produ("t'd 18th· and Itlth-H'ntlll) p()Ilrrr 121. the principal fill of lht' pos ibk rnUllln tll(, , 
~idt' III th(· featur't. a bro .... n sand with d 1mit- I(Ta\el. "';"l'\ O\t'rlain h.,. 518. a layer of'ilt) 'dnd up tn, 0.3'1 IIl_ thid. 
,,1m h .Ippc·ar-. to hav't formoo in tlu~' hollo .... r,)rnwrl bo. till" It'Ulrmrlll of tnt' unck-rl.,.ing nJl dt'IXhit ~ unht'r, .unil.lr. 
tlu" l.l\"rrs 517 and 5 Hi, the latta c()nt.lirul1~ more j{fd\t'I) lomplt'le-d thf' ..rqucme of ftll!l of 511 I hr\ ",·n· Ilwrlain 
I~ a dark hm .... n ill) sand 510 .... hi(·h ..... .t1rd all tilt' drl-'0l'1I 111 thr U't'llch S or .... all 528. 

\ I"rirs of mixt'd layrrs 54-I .l.Jh d(tumul.ue-d fir .... a~ dumprd a~ilm the S f3("(, ol" .... dll :;lH, 10.1 dt"plh of 
(UH m !"mm tht" bottom of ,ht' trt'nch. \11 tht'S(' la\rrl cuntaiurd mortar. limNtone fragrncnt\ ,\lid 18th Ilhh 
«rntu .... lind. I ht, uppermo .. t, 336. ',a ('ut 1)\ ,}3.'}, .1 stfTp" lti('d Iremh ~~n onl~ in <;('("ti()fl .... hil h .... d~ rUI dU\\1I 
In Ih(' \ur. i\'inR; top of .... all 528. prC'~umabh .I~ a ("(III tru( 11011 trt'nth for a ~t'('ond ",all 532 abo\(' .128. 'dl. likr 
till' ~ Idc' of \\ all 528, consist('d of rOlllo:h limntolll· lump'. l har.H tt'riMil'alh up tu O. 10 Ill, in IC·II~lh ..... ith 
0('(.1 inn "I hri(k rra~nents, st"t irrt'gularl) in a hArd ",llItl" rnnrl.tr, I hl~ dt'posil. 0 .... 8 m. hi~h and up to ( O.hl !1l, 
thil k, lormrd lhr foundation of lht' pr('\('llt r('tainlll,K: h .Ill I)n tht' :\ .. ide of lht" Slip<' .. \n) IX) \ibk C'UlUltl'rpMt un 
tht' S ,id(' oflhi~ wall to the construnion {III ."d.l (III Ihl" ",idr .... ould haw" be-en c-ompl('tt"h rt'lluwt'd b) ,I tol .'}IS, 
fur ,I drain .') I 11 \\ hich ran ,llong thc' S ~id(' of till' \\-;111 COll1jl.ll"t "and and ~ra\'('1 ,lJI'fa("i'~ 50,). '}O I and ,'}(UI 
\dllch ~(',dl·ci tht" rill of the drain trellch \\t'Tt· in tUI"I1 I ut b-t .1 lIlodt'l'n drain pip(' Irrndl .)O~) "hich I.t\' dill·(·tI) 
1)(·IU'.uh thc' n'("rnt larmdC ~urfan· of lilt' Slipc· [\j fit' Ihl" modt'!!) n't,lining \\.111 :Hl tilt" liII or tile' I"IIIHlruninn 
ITt'lId, for ih fnundation wa.s owrl"id h\ Illlxil-I'll III1Nlil.llld lurl 

Tmuh 3 Figs,.1 7 

I rt·!U h .\, ( ton m E \\ x 2.00 m.:\ S _Hul rXf .I\alrd lo.t 111,I"UnUI11 df'pth of f l.bfl m, {"()JIt.,illC'd mUI h mort· 
I umpln drpmib than Trrnche I ,\lid 1, \ ill I n'm II :1, fra~nwnu nl a 1.1\('r pt'('datinl.!: the fUll trulllOII (If Ihl· ( it) 
..... III .... rr(' found Thi~ layt'r 312,01 IIn(' rrddi,h hru .... n 7 :;YR l!4 ih with soml." ~mall J>l."hhlr \\il.S all.llo~ou~ III 
llH in 1 rellch 1. It contained a ingk "m,,11 Iwrd or 'Y.llli.1Il .... at'(· In Ir('nch 3. hU"'l"\er, it ""a .. IJldi tlllI~ui~h;lbk 
lrom Ih(" fill of a numbf'r of'imall ft'alurt .... hi, h md~ rq>TI."!o(·m I ut~ in lhl." IItra ... d ,ubwil 31 h rdther tlun 1I.llur,,1 
hullu", III II. It i, uml."rtain. thl."rrfur(" if tht'$(' "·.lIurt" tut~ n<l. 'li7 375.373,381 and pl·rh,,1" .tlm ~·)o ""'rt 
I til thnlU~h ll':l and filll."d ..... ith tht' ,Ulll' malC'ridl ur .... h('lhn thdr rills .... ne {)wrlain b~ :112 II tIll' Il'alun', .... C'fc· 
pll~thcllrs a~ the-ir diamett'rs mi~ht ~U~IItl'!oI. alll)('inl!; ( I) 2.'l ().111 Ill. at"ros .. ('X('('I)t i()r 373 whi( h \\d , U.i!) Ill. 
tht') did nllliorm an~ particularl) coherent l>.1l1nll, hUI othl'r IOlllt·mporary r('aturcs could h.t\l·lwc·llu·!1lmc·clll\ 
I.ltl·' .uti\ity h'.lIures 377 and 379 '\'rrt" IMrtly (lwrl.lin h) Ihl" cil'" ".111. :i77. along ",jth ')75, \\," .llsll IJ.lrtl~ 
b~·I1I·.lth thl' \\" wall of bastion 12. whi{-h 'll~() ~I·.lkd p.ut II! la\l·r :111. Thl" cil, w<l11. in {·()J1lra~1. W<l\ ('ut throu~h 
'il2.1' in "r("mh 2, _\ further ~mall fcaltlrf". (. fl.l:2 m_ alTO"~ .tlul O.1h tn. d('(·p. \\.I~ <i(·en iJ('IH'.l1h III\' S fau' "I' till' 
(lty wall.ldj.l("(,1ll to tilt' kitdl('11 huildin~ illUllI' of thl' ("olltr,lf\Or\ Imln 

Ilu (.'~)' II all: Th(' city \\all 31:\, hnc",;h l·htwlwlC· "' .... \('1 dirnll~ on Ihl' gl';\\t'1 suh,uil '~lh •• 11 about 
111.11 hi Iti In, above D.D. The lowt'r p<ln uf till' \\all h.ld hC'(,11 r"'milt from .lbOUI L'lO 11\ \\' of tilt' h.htion 

iH1. ""l' hC'I(1\\ . Tht" unaltt'red ..... tli fMe .u1,.ItC·1lI tn tlU' h.I'linn h.ld.l ("Olllinuuu, ,Ii~ht baiter fwm ih hdo;c,· to.\ 
hl'i~ht of .thout :2.80 m. Tht' bOltom m,·trl· "r thi, p,lrt "I thl' .... all fMt' .... d~ ub'(urt'd b, mnrt.lr \0 IllI' C'".ltl 
Ih.lr.ul!'r uflh(' ,tont'"ork "as difficult to dl"trnnillt' .\, rl'I'"Il("I' the ~ton('"~ \'ari('"d ("(111 idc'rahl, III 1/1· from 
( 11,11 )( (Un Ill. up to 0,3-1 x 0.12 m. hom .Ihoul \.IM) tn. abon' tht' b.l\(' uf tilt' "aU tht' ma'I)I1r. h('( .UlW lIlon· 
IOI1,i'lrllt in sLOn(' ~il(, and mor(' n''tUlar III It ((lur~inl(. I hI." \\ "allllfh;i,'ilion I:.! apptarC'd to hUIt al.!:.lin't Iht' t it\ 
\\,111. 1111 fl'atllr(' t'i d('\c-riJxd in ~r('atn dl·taillwlu .... 
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Othn !tatuTts: rhl:' carii('SI feature'S post-dating the wall appeared to be threl:' pits. In the- S\\, corneT of thc 1J"('llch 
was a rounded pit (362 1 up to c. 0.52 m. dccp and 0.75 m. aCTOM. rut do~(' 10 lhe face of the city wall. lu fill 
cOlllaincd ',",0 herd with a dale range of late 11th 15th ccmurie. 1\ .. 0 funht'r pit-Oj (34-6 and 3481• both about 
0.45 m. dcrp, lay in the ~\\' ('omtr of the lrrnch. Thc'i(' mu I ha\"(' intercut. bul the-iT ftlls (349, 369 and 347 "'cre 
indi tinguishable ·and WCI"(' in an) C~ largdy remO\'Cd b) lain f(,3Iurt's) so the C'~au rt'iationsrup was unc('n<lin 
347. ho"'n.~r, contain('d a single sherd of Brill po,l·medicval t)'IX I 16th-ccmury or latcr~ which, if not intru ivc, 
might uRge-sl that 346 was lau"r than 348, which produced only .1 ~in~:Ir 13th 1·llh ('('ntury ~herd. Thf' fills :l69 
and 1 .. 7 .... cre cut by the construction trench (33 1) for a N S w.lil 31~, 0.60 m. v.ide i~("e Fig. 6), which wa cut 
decpt'r ,up to 0.48 rn. down to the base of the pit fiJI ) at the N end Ihan eisewhet('". Only the basal cour t' of thi 
wall survi\'ro, constructt'd of irregular CoraJlian rocks bonded with a vcr)" hard morlar. The N end of wall 314 had 
been truncilled c. 0.60 m. hort of the line of the city wall by 330, .. hallow rt'ctilinear cut which ran wt'~t"wanh 
.dong tht' face of the cit) wall. It is possible that lhi cut was a mbbt-r trench which had rt'"ffio\"ed a westcrly rcturn 
of wall 311, though it is not dear why such a wall should ha\·c bern nt'ce ,ary when the city wall il.sdf could h.we 
b~cll u,ed. 

rhe possible robber trench cut 330 had truncated pit 362 (5C(, "boH'), and probably al· truncated (or pt"rhaps 
indudt'd) a deposit 386 which lay against lhe city wall face- and .llm05t n . .-rtainly re-prrst'llled thc fill of a cut made 
up d'l:aimt the wall at th(' time of il.5 partial recon.struction " cc Fi't. 7\ This reconlltructioll (384: compri'lt'd thr 
replacem{'nt of the facin~ ton('s at the ba5t of thc w·all from a point ,tarting bttwecn 1.50 and 1.80 rn. \\ of tht' 
facr of thr \V waH of bastion 12, up to a ma."<imum height of 0.80 0.90 m. The wrSlt'rl)· t'xtent of tht' rt'build is 
unkllO\\Il ~ince itla)" be)"ond th~ limiu ofth~ tr(ll('h. Th~ eastrrl)" ('"xt('"nt of the (("build aligned wi.th waU31" and it 
i thrrrf4 re Iik~l) that ..... all 314 and the reconstruction 384 wt'rr broadl) contemporary. 

WaH 31·~ was cut by two probabl~ posthol~' 360 and 389), .... hich may possibly rrprestnt a timber SllCC~''IOr to 
lhe- original ~tructurr carried on the waD. A numbrr of other posthoks werr rncounter("d within tht'" tn:nch, but 
lh('ir t'XdCl stratigraphic position is less clear. Thcsc f~atur('s (336, 340, 342. 34-1, 352. 359, perhap 36", and a 
~mall pit 334 all cuttht prt"-t'il)' wallla)'er 312 or the gra\"d sub>.oil llti. 36~ ...... "aJ trull('atrd by- the po!>sible robbrr 
trench 330 and the r('"St .... t"rr cut b) a late medieval or later featurt' 326. except for 352 which was o\'~rlain by a 
Id)'('"r roughly cont('mporary with th~ flU of 326. ~Iost ofth~ po tholeslht"r('fore can ht anign(':d to an)· ph.ut" from 
before tht construction of the' city wall to lht" 17th crntury·, though it is likdy that mo~t W('re roughl) cont~mporary 
with th('" pha5t' of acti .... ity .... hich post·dat~d wall 314. Th(ry rangt'd in diamcter from c. 0.32-0.58 111., and in depth 
from 0.180.42 m. Most had silty sand fills which in 3 ....... , 352 and 359 additionally cOlllaillcd crushed mortar. 
Thc\e thr(' posthol('s also had evidetlc~ for panpipes (the fill of 353, the postpipr in 352, produced a fragment of 
clay tobacco pipe). Th~St" similarities of character suggest that 344, 352 and 359 should bt seen as a group. The 
onl), othef po thole wilh evidence fOf a poslpipc: was 360, which CUI wall 314. It does fall in a line with thc other 
three posthole, but the orit'ntation of this line, c. ~\y SE, is so al \·ariance wil.h othu features in the silt" thill it i\ 
\I('"ry difficult 10 inlt'rprt't. 

~Inn)" of the postholes .lIld the ~mall pit 33·1 were truncated by •• further wide §hallow pit (326) which 1.1) within 
tht' ea tCtTl part of the trenrh. rhis feature may ha .. (' been up 10 c. 1.90 m. N Sand rxtcndcd 1.30 nl. W of the \\ 
wall of bastion 12. It wa.s up to c. 0.30 Ill. deep and was filled with a mixed deposit of sand and gr;l\·c1 with 
limestone fragments and mortar (3 18). 318 was overlain by a dt'posit of brow·n gra .... ~lIy §and (3 19; which formed 
part of n gent'ral 5t'aJi!l~ la)"~r from c. 0.10 0.28 m. thick dt'po itrri a(."ro. 'i the wholr trrnch lalso numhtr{'d 307 
and 372) This deposit, and the underl)'ing pit (j1l318, were ~en to 1i(' brnt'ath the \\" wall of bastion 12 327) and 
their cOIllr'nu (a ~inl:;"le fragmrnt ofpo~t-medie\-a1 gla.u from both 318 and 319 and dOl) piJ}\" from 318) pto\'idr an 
approximate ttrmllfllJ /IOJI q~"" for the construction of that wall in its pre1ent form. 

The bd~tion waU (5«' Fig. 5) was constructed of fairly regular squJ,rt'd blocks Iotid in well-defined ('OUNt". rht' 
bast' of the \\all was al c. 61.·1I m. abo\.'e 0.0. where it buttcd the fa("t" of the city .... all (at which point il wa~ 0.26 
m. aoo\·c th(' base of the city wall), but sloped do .... n slightly to the •. by 0.05 ffi. in 2.20 m .. Thrr(' was no 
diSlinction brlween foundation and ~uperslruC"lUre, but the bottom cou~ was very slightlY"· offSt"t (b)' a maximum 
of c. 0.05 m i. The masonry of the bastion wall contained not only Corallian rock but a number of pieces of 
diff('rrllt materials includin~ Blur Lias, Purbeck ~larWe and sand~tone probabl)· from the Fort:lIt of Dean. ; .\ 1.l,Tr 
of mortar (320) up to 0.09 In. thick sUJ"\-;\'ed against the race of tht' bastion waU al its south('tn end. This deJ>O!lit 
was p(("sumably derived from construction or rrpointing ..... ork 

320 was CUI on its S\\' idc by 354 (see Fig. 6), n rectilinear cut aligned along the face of the city "Wall, into which 
were M'l IiIl1t'none cobbles laid on edge (355), This f("alurr wa.s pr('sumably cOlllinuou {and about 0.30 m. wide} 
along the face of thc wall, since it occurred aga in in th(' SW eorllt'r of the trench (cobblt's 309 in cut 333). The 
illlt"rveninl{ gap was caused by the cutting of It latcr featurr (328) again$1 the facr of the city wall. The cobhled 

7 1 .un grateful to Mr. Philip Powell of the Uni .. ersilY ~Iu~eum for assistance with th(' identification of building 
stOne t)'P('s. 



2 11 1'.\1 BOO III 

Trench 3: Plan of cut features 
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Trench 3: Late -Medieval and Post-Medieval features 
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Trench 3: Section 7 
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'iud,1{ r, whit"h j ... h.trdl) widt' t'nough to ha\(' hnll ;\ pilth ...... H 1)(·rh.i1p inl("nded to a.~S~1 til(' run-on of raill\\il.lef 

,w.a, from tht" ha,(' of InC' waU. Roughh· (OlIu"mpural) .... ilh lhi~ f(".I\UTt· .... d~ till' nm,trunion of \\\0 parallt-I :"\ S 
.lli~lH"d brid. drain, with ~IOIU' capping :il7 in lut l:.m ,Uld ill 111 (ut :131. tilt' southern ('nds ol .... hkh 1.1\ 

I to m. :\ of tnr fat(" uf tilt· cit, \\,111 , I'hl'sf' dr.lim fc·11 IiAhtl) In tht' , ThC'} rUI IhC' ~t"n('ral \("alin~ la\t'r 
W7/'l!Q/172 .md \H'rr in lurn O\'('rlalll Il) a furthn .... idl·,prtad dq}()\it :mli). of <;andy mortar .... ilh cKra,ional 
'mall IimC'''tOlw fr.\~nl("nh, \\hich "'<I" up to 0.15 Ill. Ihill.. .\bow' Ihi~ Id~("r r("C("1lI dl"posih 300 ·iU5. mainly 
("olllU"ct("d \\ilh 1.1Ild~·apinl{. \\("re- up 10.1 furtlWT rum 111 ill depth al(ain I the' ('ity .... a11. dc·c-r(·.lSin~ 10 ( 0.3.') III 
,ldi.HC'1I1 tu til(" n.i"lin't pa\("d surfan: (,flllt" Slipe' 

'frrnch I Fig. 8) 

In't1fh 1 \\a~ \lluOIII,<I .tQ;.lill~1 lht" S r.tn' uf,hr lilY \\all in the- IIdrr/m )ard i)('t ..... rrll Ih(" antt'"chapcl to Ihl" L dnd 
thl' fear of til(" doi~H'r to lht" \\" It was c. J.HO)( I.RO Ill ..• IJi,lt1U"d' S, and rracht'd ,I maximum <kpth of (. 1.80 m 
lilt' prilH"ip.d 1<',Hun' .... a~ .111 t'anh('11 hank dor \\-hid\ ,I 1.).11' Saxon d.llt' i~ ,ugge-stl"d, set'" below , I"his was nOI 

{"ompl('tdv l'XC.I\.ll('d, hut ,Iot~ \n"re cut through it <tg.lilhl buth L .tnd \\' long 'I('(liom of llw lr('nth. Much of thl" 
c'Mlin part ofllw ardta('ologicd s('quenn" \\-,I~ lilli' ()h~C'l"v('d prinnpally in '('("lioll. 

("lit' grawl ~ub~()il was o\"t'rlaid b) a mixed brown dan'}" 'land \\-ith SOUl(' gravri {-I70j, up 10 (. 0.10 m. Ihilk, whi("h 
is likely to h,]\"(' 1.)I;'{'n ,I ploll~h'>Oil. It I,IY ht'llI"lIh ..t thin ,f. I~> 50 mm. l.l)'"('r of I)("bhle-frtr rt·ddi..~h-bro""l1 'Iilty ~ilnd 
rf']Jr('s('nting .1 w{)rm-~()rtt'd .. oil horilOll III, ~t'(' t·wln.... Ihi, "1~1"r Wi" dirrC'lIy o\.rrldin b} a sub~lantial E \\ 
.dil{lwd f'arlh hank 'l'I.~i,lt11I"d a g('ntral rontn.t Iltllnht'f I'JR, hut ('oIllJXl~d of ~I'v("ral M'parat('ly Ilumhrrt'd l"\(omcllls) 
rh" c'xte·lldc·d till' Irngth nflhr l",rI("h ,and at !t-alit I Ill. hlrthl'r S. >,{T hdow, and ~un.·i,"cd to a maxllnum height of t 

!l.KO m. \\ thl' I)<IS(' of thl' bank "oI'qll('nt e ..... l\ ,I thill ,lIld proh.ll1l" intc.-rmittt'nt It-m of dean ~andy gran'l HO, ~52' 
up tn II.Ob 11\ , thick. rhi~ .... d\ ("()nfined to tht, Ilortht'rn Ilo1lf ufthl' trt'llt·h. It .... a.~ O\rrlain m layt'" ofbro\n! or rro-



Trench 4: Section 8 
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hro)\\11 t I,m"\ "mnl tilth da\ IIH("rka\"~d ,,;Ih iITf'gul..r hand .. III d.lrk R"1 nr l{rt'l1.~h-bro\~"ll and~, 1.\\ I I If' gm 
{nl"UrOlllnn md\ ITprt"'!lt"lIl lh~ d("cn\ in anar-tobit' ("( •• !dillon! 01 organk" matC'nalsuch ~ turf (I( rna\ Impl) lIldK.UC' 

IIII' utr: "I il \\1111 4 luglwr Ih.tII .l\rrCl~ o~amc ("tlm!:"nl ('.~ Inun "'(Ot ground ... ltt'malt''' .... ith olhr-r mattnaJ llle' 
oul, d,ilin~ m.untal Imm thf' bank COil i 11'<1 (II thrr-t" _ lind IIr RUIH.III pOlin) dating to mr 3rd IIh {"llImies. 

I ht (111 11'n/1: J hf' b,\ t' 01 till' t It\ .... all ..... l~ .11 ahout h I.h I III "IK)\(" ()'ll some' lI.n I m. abuvr tilt" (urn' poudiug 
1"\,,, Ull tht" , ~i(k in 'J'n'l\( II I Iltn-.1 rl,t>',herr tlw HIIl\lnU tilll1 l't'llI h ror tht" wall had bt'("11 (ut down ('xat U) 
[n Iht" Inp uj tht' /(ra\cl ~uh .. oi1. It (ut tl\l' pn'-hank (.IWI" 110 <mel III ,lnd had a \'t'rliral junnion with pMt J i; 01 
1111' [Mnk tlH' \\hic h in Iilf' \\ "ITlion til' Ih(" tf("n< h sur\ i\1'{1 h("lo\\ 1111" lJa,(· uf a latc-r t"UI 4J9 ~j' 1)(·10\\ \\ hilc' it 
I pos ihlc- Ih.u Ih,' h.ln!. \\a\ pil<-d up a~ailhl th(" \\alllhii \\flUld h.l\c tnt.1I11 th.11 the ",all wa, lIet in .1 C fll\,trU( lion 
Ilc'JIlh on" n.ls III dt'c'p .tl thi .. point II i .. llluth nH)rl· liktl, Ih.lt till' IMllk \\a, alread\ in JXI'iWIII Alld th.ll, a, 
h.1 h(Tn ,u,!~c-~u·d for In'lIdu-, I :\ .Ibmt' , il \\a lut b) till" (I)mlmetion Ir(""l\rh lor Iht" wall. tht·I{)\H·' [Mft {II 
\\hic h \\.1\ buill .1j;,liIN ttl(" 1;1(·r nf tilt' tr('neh 1<-.l\il1l( nu int("r\c'nin'l' ~,lp .md thus no di.,tin!{ui hAhlt rc.l~(· 01 ;\ 
C omtrurtinn (ut. Tht, IIllier S l..t('<' 01 11u- wall \',1\ in('Kul.lrl~ IQII'trlU It·d 10.1 hei'l:ht or c. 1_15 Ill .• lllC)\(· it l).l\t· . 
• 1IIt! it (·c·nh H'l1- Iikt·1) thatlhi., n:prc-sc;nts thr height urthf' h.lOk i.r. 'lClnn- 0.90 m. abc:r .. e the- 1,·\t·1 from .... hi(h it 
,\.1 uril{ilt.llh built at thC' umt' of the WIl'lrUniOI1 (If th(' \\ .111 

11le" \\all it dr un \\ as eun'trunrd of mUI{hh ..qu.m .. d .md 1.lirl\ rq(ul.lrI\ IOll ..... ed Cor.tlli.tII rock,. hOlldnl in 
.1 h.lrd amh munar ~ill1il.lr tu that ~'en c'I~'\\h('fr t·.~, in Irc·nc-hrs I and:2 I'he "Iones urdU:' I()\\c· IIMrt utIlII' 
\\.tll \\("re nc-itht"r squarf'd nor lac rd_ \ ·arialiom in tlif' c h.lf.\( t,'r Ill" tllr Ina<;()I\n "Ix)\"(' tht" mo{kl n ~rc)lInd .. uri.1t (. 
\\,'1'1. IIntiU'.lhit' lo ..... mls tlw .tnlrdlill")f,.,j "("I" bdo\\ 

o//u-, ftu/u". rht" upp~r surf.l((' of th(' b."lnk \\a\ CUll)) all irn'll;\ll,1I J(ulh lU ali~led rou~hh I !)I, \\ '" till" I. 
c·nd of \\ hid, la, \\ithin tht" tn"ll( h. 'I 'hi, h',ltun' \\A.~ \il{llifil alii in prudlU illg Ih(' I.lrge't indi\"idu.l! ~IllUp ulmrdw\'.11 
pout''"'' fmm LIlt' ,it(', .... ilh A Iikt"l) datt' in tlw 14th et'ntu~. In thl" SI. t nrlln ortlw trt"lleh tht" liII~ of 112 \\('n' t III I" .1 
lurtiwi p'.l'i.,ible gull, 117 a1i~1("d "\\ SSE. Bolh "I thc'S(""" iralUrf's .md thl"' top of th~ bank \\\ II 1('.llc'<I 1.1\ .1 
I.I~n of n'd bro\\11 ,,-ullh cL", tlR \"\'n imilar lu tltr m.uniallurminlt ttll" hAnk, .and ran~n~ frtlm (un () III Ill. in 
tlll~Lm- Ihi~ I'\"'r n,t\'ndc"d aln." tht'" .... hole ofdw In'nch f' \"pt .... 11I·n·trumatf"d b\ I.utr k.llun"s. 1111" tumt 
ll~nilil.uH uf th(''>t· ..... 1' 1 l'l .... rtlu!':hh \crti( al "Ielm and n.u IJl.lt\ll\1l1"cllill(·.ar I \\ ("ut .u~aimt tht" ~ I.il(' t>1 tlte' 'II) 

\\.lll, It had a maximum dq)lh of, I m. in tht.' I. h<tulk oftht""' In'lwh. \\Iwn' it \\.L~ nil down Almmlln IIw 1,,1 uft!" 
\\all, 10 the \\' it ,101X'd up. 1(",I\i.n~ pan of Iht' c-,uh h,mk m.l\('n.11 un. i\'il1l{ h('IIt'alh iL~ ba.<;(' rill' malll liII 01 IN 
I Fl. lib, +-til ..tnd -Dh nJll,iMc'd of d.\\n and!> .... ·jth '<In ill't ~-r.t\('1 ("(lIlU·nl .• \hc}\"(" -i48 in lilt" L 'WI tion .1 lurtlwr 

,.llId .Hld gra\'d I.l)"('r ,114 Ill", h,1\["" I)(,C'I\ til(" upp("rmc"t iii\. or .II.I)IT pilc-d up u\"('r lhr lOp ortlw inlilkcl (t'.lIttrc· 
"HI pc.I'thllk, IhO <lnd lhl "ith th('ir ("('ntl""(",~ (. 12:1111 .t\l.ln \\t.'It' I)h~c·r\{"d adjal·C'nt tll tht' ~ 1~1t(· 01 lilt' dl) 

\\,111. Buth \\C'n·..tt Il'ast f. 0,.'"»0 111. d(·(·p. I(iO ,to tlH"" \\ \\.I~, O.:l:lm . .It"rms, hut Hil \\'a~ ( U.70 III L \\ )( 
t. O.)h Ill. '\ S Hlllh had gra\TlIy lill~, in addition to whilh HiO cOIll.lin(-d frag-mt"llh of liuwslOIw 'pmh.thl) 
p.Hkin~ 'tonrs lilr .1 po I ,mel th I IIMI ( .... bnni~t,d fr;\~lIl1'lIl' of .! plhl ~OI1H" 0.20 m. ;t('m~s \{ill in po,ititlll 
l'nlimun<lu,h bOlh fC'.uurn \\("n' onh' oh~c-nt'{1 in pl.w Itl! ollh .IPIWMC·d ,,,hile the ('Olllr.lllClfS ,\C·rc' fll)I"l.ttitl!>: 
\\uhill till" tn'm-It .lIId it i, tiwrl"i(lf(' UlHt"rlain ,\herr- tltt") \\tT(· I ut from. It is mmtlikeh tllouKh unprc".lhk tlidt 
thc·, "eTC' cut frum th(' b.l\r of 134 ..tftf"r it, lIlilia! t'Xl.l\..tlinll 

\ In .. t uf tht' HU, of IN h.ld llC't'lI n·mlJ\l:d 1./\ .1 I.llt·r c. lit II l. lIot fin SCt tinll h. ~ i't. b . abo plat"t·d .t.!>:..tilht till' ~ lat c· III 
tht (it\ .... ali .• lIld wim-idc,ntalh not (1111) (.f a1m()";1 t':u.ctl) Ihr IlIl1" knl{th .1' Iht ,,-Kith ofT rtt1(·h l and in lIlt UlIr 
IlCNIIOIl but dl'otllli nlUlh thc> .... lInt' width c. O.itl 0.8n m .• 11 lht"" tup a th(" rut H9. fh(" fill of -ill ll'l "".1 ,llo.lm\ 
.!IId (olllaininv; much dlanoa!. Jl;la\ hurnt ,ton(' .lIld IIth("r IIIl11kr" drhri,< th(' stont" inciuding.1 IIllmll('r 01 

.tIt hitn \lIra! fra'tlllt·llb prnb'lhl~ d.:ri,,-d f"lIn the ml -i") I 01.1 pit I-,] ilUdlt'd in the a.l1~k- flf til(' nl' .... all ,tIld tht 
,1'1\ It-r I. ",all. \\hi(h mu\t ha\l' 1)(""("11 (utl1\ 411 .. \ furtht'f pit t*,II illllw ~\\ cc)rllt"r ortht' tl""('O( h .llId al'ol' I (lllt.lilung 
!II>IlI,· limt· tollt .. hlilcl., in il lilillS mU,1 haw IlC"(,1I rough" rontl"tnIJl.)r.u) .... ith ·tS3. Tht' fdl~ of hOlh kalUn"s \,,·n· 
'<' Ikd 11\ .11.l\'t"r .wj tllll~ t II and .U<;(, cut in the' Sl.wnwr .. flhl·ln·nch 11\ a 'WI1(' filled ..oakawa\ pit till 

\ I.m·r (·ut ~2,J. II'" dc·c·p lhan Ill. \\ a$ t·(lmparabk 10 it in th,lt it h.ul rc·!nO\t"'d dq>()~ib al riiS' tilt" "ht)1t- .In·.1 
"I lilt' (rt'mh (tlm\ 11 10 til(" 1('"\t.'1 of la)<T ll8, but brinK al~o in 1111" ~.mll" pmitiCln a~ tht"' Ir(,lIdl till' 1.1\(·1' Ihrou!>:h 
v .. hilh it \\as (·ut ~un'i\"('d in til(" ~id('s urthe Irrneh "ht'\""(· tht·) (oule! 1)(' (",\.Imined in 't"Clioll \pMt 11'0111 til(" pit, 

I H. nil oIlId llh 11l('lltioTtt'(\ .Ihow. til(' c1tlxhils alTr·tll'cI h, Ihi, tr\lll( ,\lion nmsi~l('d ofla\("f' H1l WH. IOh lOB 
ht'inK (lil h~ piu 1 H .Ind 15q. \11 of lh(",(' .ue likrl) 10 h.l\c· 1)('1'11 01 I)(J,I-nwdin .11 dalt', lhou~h in m()~t (-<I"·~ no 
find, "err rt·c()\t"n'd. I h(' ..-:ra\l'llill ~21 of I2:J W,l, m('rl.lin h\ n'u'l1\ 1.1\('r 01 nmcrt'tc." and Illo<it"rn ~I,I" 

4ldditional ob.'Jtrl'Otion \ 

I hr (11I/((h,lpti.>ard: \' ~ tU·I1('h \\.h l'x(a'·;Uf'd 1)\ tht" (Ul1tr.1t till § th(· kn\l;lh ul tlit' ",)tt'( hapd )Md lrom tlll":-" itlc-
01 I n'm h 1 For tht mmt part its dq)lh I tn ...... 1\ ilhUllit Wilt tn rt \I".tl dc·rn'it~ or di~('t'rniblt ,i~l1ifi(".lIltf, \1 till" 

, t·tHl. hO\\I,\t"r. ,,!tnt" tht" In·m·h \\a~ ,I litll(' d('t"'J}t'r than "1 c·,\IWfr nl.llnial .U\.\lo~om 1Il th.lt t()l1lpri'ill~ tht· 
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('.lrlh(,11 bank \Iod ('rn al a d<'plh of I 35 m. hdu\\ modrrn ~mund Ind i.t', mu'thh h2.().) m. ",bo\1,' o.n. He-f(' 
lilt" bank \'oil Jot,\t'rt"h truncated and \\a .. imm("dialt"h- O\t:rlain 11\ it "rl") (h.tnOdl-rith l.lyer cOnl.linin't a Brill· 
lk>dN.11I ?llIh-("C'llIury hrrd. \( a pomt c, I m. ~ 01 lht' rdl(r tlf Trrnrh I lhr hank mate·rial \'oa,> (ut b~ ;In 
~~ \\' .llil{Tlw lout"-fillrd oaka\\.l) of rt"H'!1l dalr. I"h(" ba<;(' of the' m'lI! II dop~:d up fmlll lhi, p<Jim and il ",u nul 
po"ihlr 10 ("l.lbli~h Ih(" pr('''(,I1("(' or .lh~CIlt('· orb.lIlk nlouai.lll}("\und the .. oak.ma~ .. \ minimum"\ S djmrlhif)ll 01 

1.80 I.9n m j, lhu\ "'i<lhli,hrd for the bank. 

I ht Ia.~ DtJtry: I hr 1.1\ \t' tr. 1\.1 m.IU brick-built mum .utadu·cl III tilt .. 'I. '1<1<- til the' .1111('( hapd .tIIt! 10 the: (it\ 

\\.111 \ mall holl" In'nch.\ \\a'i e'('d\dt("d in th .. '\1. {'()rm'r of t~lI~ mom to rc:c I'i\!' thl' dUc.:b laid thn,ul{h lhl' c il~ 
\\,tll from Trench 2 to tht" X I'hr hoi .. , r, 1.10 m, , S x 0,8') 01, L \\. \\"\ I Ill. dc('p bclO\\ Ilw I('"\clul thc' 
nm! rett' ~uhn()or of thc room, Vi~ibility in thi'i dark n)flwr \\ ,\~ poor. hUl lll.lt(·ri.11 rX.H'tly I.:ompar.lblt, 10 tllilt 01 
Ihr hank inl n'nrh ~ .IPllI'an'd In ("xi'l helu\\ tlu- li:lUndilliull of thr hri<k L \\,111 {II Ihl" room li'um .Ibuut O. HI til. 

hdU\\ 11le" I!-\('Iulllw lOIlUNC nf)or Ihis malt'ri,II,tppt·.m:·d til I1w("t tilt" ff)u~h S 1..I.It'" Ufthl' cit~ \\.tll in Ihe- .... lInr 
\\,I~ .h in ("reneh I '\0 find, wcn' n'C'O\"('re-d fmm Ihi .. holt" 

I h, J.I/{hm }Q/d h~. \!\" S Ir(,J\fh I !"eneh 11 \\ ,1\ <lu~ frolll till'S ,idt" of thc fit}· 'hIll ju~t \\ of h.\'linn 12 Mrn\s 
!Ill" kitrht"1l ,Mel 10 I.un· duCh .lIId t"ables round to 1I1(" kitdwlI 1ll.lin c-ntr,lIl((', \10 I of lhi) tn"lIe-h \\,IS h,ulh 
di'lurlX'd by r{'\,lIiwh "t,~·t-m f(";\turl'~, but a fral{nWIlI 01 r-.lrliC"r ur.Hi,!"raphy .. un i\"("d <u~aiml thl' S f,H e- of !I\(" (it) 
\\.111. I hr top of tilt" gr,l\tl 'iuh-.oil. coincide-nt \\ ilh lhr b.-"I'" of tlu' t il\ .... .1.11, \\.1' .n c, h 1.22 m .• lllI)\I" (lD. ahnut 
n.nh 111, .lbo\(, tht" c .. m"\pondin~ k\"d on tht' " !oid,.. of Iht' .... .111111 I rt"lIdl.J .\bu\t" thl .... ;u ... laH'r uf rrd b",\\1\ 

,lntiy (Ia~ ,\ilh "1)111(' prbbl~"" 5Onll: n,n m. Ihick. I hi. \\ .. \ OI.t'ri.lin 11\ a prt'ad 01 mortar 0.08 m. thirk, bcnt'.uh 
mmlrrll rubbi,h .... hid1 dirrctl~ undrrld~ (he- prt~('1H cobbird ~.mi surr'lt"('. \11 th(',(;, drposih \\e-rr trul1cd.tt"ti 
c n, 13 O. HI m. ~ of Ih(' \\all ra('e- h) a d('cp, m'l.'p·,idl'd l111xif'rIl lut. I'hl" r('"d hrlJ\\ II ... andy cla\ 1a\f'r \\as d.~ain 
\unil.lr to Iht' hank mdlr-ri.ai ')t"('n ill rreneh" ,1I1d h.1(1 tht' s.llllr rrl.lliun hip In tht" dt~ \\.111. The" mort..l.r la\t"r 
.Ibow it ..... h <1.1 ,llnll'1'1 Ihe sanll'" ab'lOlutt' 1('\'('1 mu~hh hi :')0 m ... " til(" ,imil.tr dqx) ... il 32U in rr("lwh 1 TIll' "\I' 
dc'po il mil(hl lh,..rdon:' rt'flrtt 11\1: arnt't'\'("nt 

!"Ill' prlllcipi.l! finch \\('r(" pOllt'r)". animi.l1 bOil(: .tnd ("l'ramie and ~ton{' bui!din~ malt'ria.).., ~Ialt'l"ial 
[camd in ~malkr quantities included iron ol~j{'('I~ and Il;lils, copp('r alloy, !load and bOil(- ,mall finck 
glass, slag, coal, c-har("oal, shell , pliuter/morl<lr <lnd clay pipt's. Vt''-) rt ... \, fiu(h were sc:nu'cJy 'ilralifi('d 
in ront(·x[~ or tn('di('\'al datI.', and mO'il of th('!>(' .Ire rdnrt-d IU in Llw dl'Scriptiw text (abo\"("), Thc­
Illajorit\ of find~ of all cias'l{,s "en: probably of" 18th 19th ("('ntun datt .md there \\l'n' no obj('cis of 
panl("ul • .lf illlrimir intcn·st. The majority of S!OIll- buildin~ matl"l"i'll ronsi~tl'd or undia~n()~tit- squan-c! 
oolitic- lime'tonl" fr,lgtnl"nts rrom la1(, featur('~ in I"rench I. On!~ th(' l>Olll"l") i~ discus'iC."d I bridh ht'rt', 

PottnJ incorporating comment" by Cathrrin(, L'ndrrwooo-Kec\'ill 

SrJII1I" 7~8 <herd~ \\t'i({hin~ :.1:3.698 k/o;. wcre re-con-rrd, or tht,,,(· Ii,!, 12"1.~. \\('rr 01 Roman d,ut .md i 1 70n Jt:. 
Wl'ft" Jncdic\;tl. I'ht 1"('1ll.lil1d("r of Iht, Illdlcrial , c()mtitulin~ Sq, I ' tlllhl" ~hrrd COUllt. hUI 96 .. ;110 hy \\l'i~ht, \'I>a III 
po l-m('cii('\al dalt'. r.m"ing from the 16th 20th c('nturic~. 

I he Roman ht'n;l ... \\r-rc a fr.I({T11CI1t of samial1 \\,}ft- rrom 1",('1 311 in Irrllch .1, and 1\\0 ~r~\\dft· .1I1d 1 .... 0 

\\hil(' mort,lriulll ~herd . all ortocal origin, fwm tIlt" r,uupart in 1 rrlllh .. ancilrum the lill or a It-.Hurt cut inlo tlu' 
rampart, \ mortdrium rim of YOUI1't 1977 Iype.' ~122, datt'"d \02,10 100, pr<J\idl' .1 lum,mil pOll qunn for th,' 
('Olhtruniol1 or tht" r;unpart, 

AO late SiI'(on puue-!"y \\iI'I found in <lny part of lh(' ~ ilt·. Thr 1',lrlic~t PO,t·ROIll.1Il ,herd w".\ a ... in~l(' pint of 
O'(ford Early ~Iedie\al \\'arr ,rahric OX.\C) dated mid 11th 1,llt' 11th c.:C'lHury, from it laIC' mt'dic\".d cont("xt in 
I r('ndl 5, Thi~ WIlIt')!;t and a f{"\\ in I r(,ll(:h 3 \\err tht" on I) nralllit"llly-d.llt'd mt-di('\"al dt"J>o\it.. ("ncounll'ft'd 
north flrth(' cit) wall rhr majority of the mcdi('\al pourry 52 ,Iwrd, 1;3~' l.\lnr frum Trem'h I. rrom conln,I" 
po~t-d.tlin~ tht' rarnp.H""I, rh("$t' a~H'mhlal(('s wert' domin.lIcd h, Brill / Bo.IN,,1! pruduflS or Ulh 11th t-{'IHun 
date', I he'\(' inc:lud('ci fra",rrnt'lits or a double shelkd l;tmp of t';\I''' I Ith-t'rntul) cI.III' and or hi~hl)' d('(·oral('d jutro 
\\ ith ruulettin~ and slip panel~, d,lIdbl(' to the 13th t('ntury. 

J ht' Ill.ljorit) of tilt' pou-m('dit"\-aJ pottery ",IS d,\u'd to Iht' mid-I.uf" !lhh ("t'ntuf) .lIId laler, ,\ ft·\\ fr.lll;ll1enls ul 
IIn-glazro rarth('!I\\iut' \\C'rt" a ,i~nabl(' to the 17th ("rlllun', and 'Illali qu.lIlliti !If Surre\" \\"hilt, and ~lidl • .lrIri 
"t'llo" \\arM al'l4:) indij .tl(' 16th 17th ccntur\" 3cti,it, 
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I Itf Bunrd ,\.u/ brnrnth Ih, :')(l\on Rampart by ~Iark Rohinson 

h"l 'l.lInpk \\('U (.,10., n lrom IIw ~uil M"a]rd 1)I:'lI(,dth lht" ~"xnll raml).!n in 1 T{"n("h -to Onf' k~. of rOll II Lunplf' \'lit. 

1('\I'cI thrmu:;h.l LUI.. 01 5jr\r du\\n to 0,:; mm. the TI"'51riun tlfI~d ,inti tlll"n $Clnr-d for molluSC" J h~ mimmum 
Iltllnhn "I ~lwll npn' ("1\1("/1 I" lh~ Ir,ll{l1WIlI" i~ ~ivrll in 1,lhlr I. 

"[ ii, Ilurird ,loti 
n 1I.lhtJ III 

n '''0 0.20:;111.210 m. 

Sli~hlh rc'ddi,h immll ~ra\c'lh !'l.Iluh In.1I1l ,\how' thr »1'"I"III("'IH" gra\t·j of tlw 
n olld !t'n an", She,lI'1 hadl~ pn' ("t"\c'ci. l_m'T 170. 
Sli~hlh rrdeli II hro\\n .md~ 10.1111. \1.10\(" la)("T 170. Shdl .. hadh· pre ('I"\nl l.a\\'r 

III 

1111' gr'''t'! in 1,I\I'r 170. dl!' 100\('r polrt ill !l1(' buric'd ,ojl prulik. !\ug~t· h that it had l)t"el\ (ulti",tll'd and th.1t 
plnu~hin~ h.HI Tr"ult,"cI in till' inc orpol.tlinn uf Jit:ra\d frnm tht tt"rriU f" 'Iullus(: ~htll~ wtre nnl "t"1I pre (",,\"d hut 
Ihc" rrmaim th.n unjH'u, 'aiJ(lma tJi.ft1,hua.Ilt1I4t114 ,lIlln dlld lu~'1 \\fIuld all Ix" appropri.ue in.1 Saxon plulIlo(ho,()il 
I Ill" IUp 1'1 SO mm. nr Ihc" huri('d .uil, La)fr ·HI. ".1, IU)\\f'"\t"r. stunr fr("t"" "hielt "mild 't11:"1o(1"'1 Ih.1I il had 
tlllllc"r~unc" t'arlh"orm loninl{. l- nlortundld) thc're' "c're' III ullic iC'1lI ~un. i\ in,.-: ~nail ,hdl~ to (Ilnfirm ~I.I !.J.lnd 
IllIuliliun I.arth,,\.rm lillint: cauws );\cll1C'·frC'(" ~oillu .utUmulatf \111 tilt" u,rI ... n· ofe;ra .. ,I.lIul ,II a rdll 1)1 1houl 
i mm IlI"T .muuln 111(" Ihi( kilt" of lhi I.l\C'r. ill ~) 10 mill. 'I\lg~("'u Ihd! ( lIiti\"illion u·.I,<,·d ,unumllJ I {) ,C'JH 

pI inr It I tlw (nmtruniflll of thr ramp.ln. 
Intl·lnlin~I~ .• 1 rallwl 'imiiM 'oil !'>('qIU'IlU' "J.' rt'umktllwlI .lIh thl' S.I .... UI1 rampart.l.l :!~.t St. \11( h.ld ~ StrtTt. 

hUI in th.lI ("a'w l ulti\ .nion .Ipparr-nth n'a"f"d about M'\I'U \(".If hi Ion Ihl" ,oil" ii' t"aled. 

I.\UI.I 

In(ln ~p 
/ man or lkrl ("fa. p. 
/MII rlla ,laIn I .. 
Iidilid.w inclt-t. 

101.\1 

1711 III 

+ + 

2 

ROI11.lI1 shcrcb from rrrndws 3 and -t SUggl'st <1rti\ It) of thi ... d<1lt' in the \;cinity of till' sltt" hut Its 
d1ar~H In i" unknown. ;\0 f(',uurt's (Quid bc a ...... igllt.'d to tht· Roman period with tTrt<lilll~. 1\\0 

r~ltllt'r dim'n'm dt'pchib Ia\ at tht· Ixmnm of the <1nh.lt'ologir.tl '-('qu('nce on Lilt' ~itt'. 111 rn..·11( ht· ... 
:2 .1I1d ') north 01" Lilt' [it) '\ all WlTt" fim' red·hrown .... lIldy ..,ilb, pmhahh residual patdw" of ..,oil ... 
,,,hith initially dt·,·e..·IoJX'd in irrc.'~larili(' ... in the..' lOp Urdll' gran'l 'iubMlil. In Trench Lin tontr.bl, 
tI mix('d dayt') ,and with graw'l was renainly <1 plough'ioil, o\"('rI,lin ~. a worm·'orH'd horizon 
,\hil"h, if not !rullr<1ted, indicated a prriod ofsolllt' l) 10 )(Oal"'i offallO\\~ follm\"('d clirnli) hy til{' 
("onstruction of Llw canhwork hank \('en in Tr(,lldl I ilncl otht"r !Small u-cllchcs. The 1110 ... t likl'i) 
("(mH'x! for the nm:-.trunion ofthr bank is to be f()lIncl in til(' lall' Sa. ... on period, at ,\hidllim(' an 
('<1,,1('1"1\ t'xtt'l1sioll of Lht, ('arl~ I Olh-rl'ntur~ hurh cI(-ft'Jl("{'s has h('el1 pCY,>lUlau:d. lU 

J).lmin. /11:. /'0''''011 m JI I rR't4lh~ 1/, uld IhTQI4~ Ih, ,I,:ron r II ornu (1/h ()hln1alum, 1m Inn, //,i/',11 J J.lIld.m. 
HUH (h.lPIC"r i 

1\ Durh.lln 1'1 .II. (h/urd hflurt /h, I nu",,!~, (),lunJ \1( h.u·oJ. \ nit \tl1l1o~raph forthl"flmill~ 

(:1'. 1I.1 ~,all. Hp. I it. 11111,' I 
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Oxford, New College, 

1993 simplified compoaita section of lown defences 

s 

• lit. Anglo ".on ,_WI 

moo ~.""" .... ~ .. Mpot/l, 

'::,_~~o:.. ___ .;' • 

Fig. 9. Simplified compo:o>il(, ~ction lhrou,\:h lal(' Saxon rampart and cil) wall. Scale 1:75. 

N 

The bank was a substantial feature, at least 4.90 m. wide and 0.80 m. high. Irregularities 
in the stonework on the inner (S) face of the city wall suggest that the bank, which 
presumably concealed these irregularities, was standing to a height of at least 0.90 m. when 
the wall was buill. It is strictly possible that the bank postdaLCd the construe Lion of the cit)' 
wall, being piled up against it , bUl there seems to be no good rcason why this should ha\'(' 
bern the case, and had this been Lhe sequence of events a lillie medieval material might have 
been expected from the body of the bank. As it is, the only dating material present was 
shercl!t of Roman pottery, giving a terminus post quem of the late 3rcl--4th centuries A.D. 

The position of the bank was probably marked OUl before its construction. This is the 
most likely interpretation for the narrow band of light-coloured gravel seen towards the 
nonh end of the sections in Trench 4. This material could have been readily obtained b} 
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dil{~il1~.1 ... haIlO\\ lrt'IU,:h along tht' prupmt"d bank lint', It IS undear if turf \\a:-. stripped from 
tilt' lint" of thl" hank bt'[ofr it was lhnm n up. l'h{'fc was no sign of a burit'd lUrf line, hut this 
\\(wld not nl'r(,ssilril~ have !oiun'jn'd, rhl' bank ilM'lf ~('ems to han' been a fairly 
,tl.,i~htf()n\ard dump. possibl) incorporating LUrv("s. Ou:asional dis('ontinuities in the 
"'('lion ,ugg(,SI that material SUdl a, turf might llil\(' b('('11 w~ed lo(all~ to create \ertkal 
cdg(''i again"t \\hirh n)l1tra~ling material \\as piled. )'Ill'fe wa ... no tran.' of the use of timbt'r, 
t'ithl'l hori/olllally Of H'TtiraLly. with tht" possible ('xc.qlliol1 of the n\'o poslholcs just south of 
t1H' (it\ "all in l'r('ndl ~, but tht'Sl' an' ,llmos( {'('[lain to howe been a",sO('iated \\ith a lilu'r 
~1 1'11 ( llIri.t1 phase 

lilt' orig-inal din1("n~ions a.nd profile or the bank arr unknown, bUI can be roughly 
t'~limall'c1. If il is assumed Ihal the bank was IrtlllCalcd by the city walllhc..' laller is likely to 

ha\(' bl'('n positioned to\\'ards thl' front of Ihr bank, in whith case the whole of its northCrII 
edg-c..' ('ould haw bcen removed. ~o tran's of the bank sun'j\'cd lO the north of the city \\.:all 
011 this al1illy~i!\ a maximum of (. l.SI) 1.00 m. (t il(' thickne~s of the city walll can be added 
to lht' \vidth of thr bank (which is likt'ly 10 hav(' been dose to the original known from tlw 
an«'("hape\ yard. 'I'he probable bank heil{ht at the tinll' of Ihl' city \\all ('on"tl'union \\as ()nJ~ 
<, littl«' mor(' than that s('en in Ih(" t·xcaYi.Hion. \Vhil«.- an unrt'\'{,lled bank of somc f).SO m, 
width ('ould easily haH' brcn {. Ll0 m. high a"surnill~ a fairly consrrYilti\'(' ane;le of r('st of 
roughly :30 for tht' hank material thl'rl' is lilllC", to sug!(e~t that the bank was of this 'liLt'. Th t" 
(, harann of tht, r('ar I:Kr of thr ('ilY \\all indiratrs that any reduction in Ihe height or th(' 
hank must han' taken place hefort.' tile' c'arly 13th (('l1tu!"). The .,partial sun·i\·al of tilt' h<lllk 
hnl' l'()ntra~ts with the "iwillion ohtainil1({ on lhe original Saxon deft-Iln's, which ll1a~ han' 
h(,(,11 fOl1lplt.'tcl~ rt.'I1IO\Td prior lO the ('onslrllc:tion of tl1(' ('it) wall. 1 

I herr is no dl'ar ('\,idcncr for th(' dMral'ler of tilt.' front of the bank. but as\uming­
relati\'l'I~ lillie trllnfmion il is notable that it rc"lchc~ its greatest height adjacent to tilt' nty 
\\<111. probably towards its northern }oU(('f 1:1('e. Thj~ might ~uggc~tlhat til(' Olilcr tlCt' \\~l'" 

1'l'\'l'Ill'<i. IJUt thrrr was no dear C'\'idcIKl' of this. TUIlIlC'lIing by hand immrdiatrly ht'llt'ilth 
tht' v .. ;111 from Trl'llt'iws I and :~ Pl'OdUCf'd no tran's or material other than Ilatural sa nd i\ll(J 
gr,nd. and thr ('orcs drilkd through tht, wall h.\'Ic from Trellc h 2 indic<lu'd a uniform 
..,trurtu lT throughout. ,\n) timber n'\'('t1lll'nt mU'It thcft'fore ha\"e bccn basC'd on wi(lt-I)~ 
..,p.HTd po..,ts \\ hifh wcrr 110t <.;('en in the tunnelling \\ohith is possible1 and an~ reH~lIlH,'llt 

\\all mUSI ha\'e b('cl1 \(~I") shallo\\~r()und('d and ha\(' h('c"'11 t'lHnplclcly rt.'mo\rd prior 10 Ihr 
('oll~trllc:ti()n of thr cit) \\al1. TIH' cxi'l(('nn" of a r('H'tmt'l1l wall as at St. ~Iifhat'l at lilt' 
:'\orthgatc l .' and as assumed b) Hassa ll for the C:<lstcrll extcnsion orthe late Saxon ddi.'nu's' 
tiwn:li)J (' "'('cm!! unlikC'iy. but this do('s rilist' thr que~tion of the si2;nificancl' of the lal(" I :2th· 
t'C'lllur) to\\-n ..,ral which predat(,s tht, nmstruuion of tht, t'xtalll city waJl which shO\\~ Ihe 
to\\ n surrounded by a "'IOIl('·buill \\ all. r .. 

I'hc:rc \\~h no tran" of a ditch to <ltTOmpany tht, bank. Had such a feature lain to tht, 
north 01 tilt' bank thcrC' mu"t havc bl'en a bnm of <11 I('a<;t :3 m., bc.'yond which any surh 
ftoillllft' {'(wid han' h('en unobscn'cd ill the recent work or remo\'ed hy later fralUres. The 
1'n''1('I1('(' of a ditCh would be assumed 011 a pn'ori grounds, bmh to augmt'nt the defences and 
a~ a ..,ourn· for the material for lht' rampart. It ha.., bc'ell suggested that a fealure located 
ht'llt,;tth the city w,,11 immediate!} w('~1 of til(" Ilorth~east ('orner bastion l-.t in ICH9 h~ 

DU111.I1ll. H,tlpin ,tnd P,llnH"r. op. cit. 1101(' i. p, iii. 
Ihid I j IH, 
II.I ,III, np, (it. nol1'1. if) I 
Ibid 
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HUl1lcr and Jope l5 may have been the expected latc Sa.xon ditch,lb but the c\'idrllce is not 
conciusi\'c. 

One of the most striking features of the bank was its apparclllJy consislclll occurrence 
along a roughly 110 m. length of lhe back of lhe city wall. II is cvidelll lhal lhe bank was 
deliberately followed by the line of the lau~r city wall. The association of the wall with a 
possible earthwork feature, claimed as a potemial Saxon rampart, was also noted on the E 
side of the circuit in l\lerton (reel in 1963.17 This suppons the vicw thai the line of the 
eastern pan of the 13th cemury city wall may ha\-c follo\\'('d a pre-existing earthwork for its 
entire length. 1"hcl"(, was, howe\'er, no evidence for a bank associated with the north­
castsouth-wCSl aligned stretch of wall examined in 1899 which ran between the Clarendon 
Building from the original nOrlh-east corner of the defences lOwards the former sitt' of 
Smith Gate. ls 

T'he city wall was a simple construction, set illlo the front of the extant eanhwork. It had 
no elaborate foundations. Only the inner \yaJl was examincd; the contemporary ditch and 
the later outer wall falling beneath the limit of excavation in Trench 5, with the possible 
exception of sandy silts found immediately south of the Slipe wall. These dcposil~ may ha\'c 
belonged to the sequence of fills in the medieval ditch, perhaps associated with the 
backfilling of the inner part of this ditch contemporary with the construction of the outer 
city wall. 19 The presence of the ditch immediately north of the Bell Tower was demonstrated 
in a very smaJI c:xcavation carried out by the Oxford Archaeological Unit in 1991, in which 
the inner (south' lip of the ditch was identified some 10 m. north of the line of the wall.20 
Elsewhere the berm has been recorded as varying in width from about 4- m. 10 7 8 111. 21 

Clearly the width of the berm was irregular, but it is uncertain if this reflected haphazard 
ditch digging or specific local features which conditioned its size. 

Activit), of medieval date on the berm was identified in the vicinity of bastion 12, but 
unfortunately the sequence here is not closely dated. Pil digging seems to have been the 
primalY acti\-ity here. i\ number of possible postholes were a150 present but many of these 
could not be precisely phased, nor did they form cohercl1I structural elements. The first 
identifiable structure, based on a north -south wall ,,,,hith ran up to the face of the city \\'all, 
may be post-medieval in date, since one of the pit fills through which it cut comained a 
16th-century shnd. This building may have been succeeded by a timber struC"lUI'l'. 

Loggan's 1675 representation of Oxford shows a small building against the Cil} wall on 
the east side of bastion 12, but nothing to the west. i\gas shows small houses against the \\'all 
further west, in the vicinity of Smith Gate, but nothing on the wall adjacent to New College. 
This evidence docs not resoh'c the interpretation of the structure west of bastion 12, though 
it does demonstrate the principle that building against lhe wall did occur at least in the post­
mcdie\·al period. 

Local reworking of the south face of the city wall lOok place in association with the 
construction of the buildings of New College from the latc I 40th century onwards, It i.s most 

I~ Hunter andJop(", op. cit. nOle I, 3-L 
If> Durham, Halpin and Palnl('r. op. cil. notc 3, 36 
- OKOnim.fltJ, X.'(\jii 1963.., 91. 
"J. ~tunb)~ ' ExcOi\dtions on me line oflhe CilY Wall in the Clart'ndon Quadran~le 1899', in Durham ('"I aI., or. 

tit. note 9. 
III Cf. Durham, H.tlpin and Palmt'r, op. (·il. notc" 3, 37. 
11) Oxford Ar<'hae-ologicai L'nit, 'Oxford, Nt'"' College: the Bell Tower t'xploratory exta\'atioll' !unpubl. n·port. 

1991,. 
1! Durham, Ilalpin and Palmer, op. t"il. note 3, 36. 
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likely that the lr~nch 439) cut through lh{' latc Sa.xon rampart against the wall facc in 
Tn'neh ... was ronnrcled with the building of the <llllechapei. The base of this feature .. Ioprd 
up a~ It eXlcnd{'d \'\{'st".'ards from the anterhapel , whirh sUg'gests that it was a localized 
feature rather than relating to the cOI1'\lruoion of the (it~ wall. ~lorc imponanu)', it cut a 
la~C'f 1-18 with a t"minuJ post qUtm of the 11th rentury \on the e\;dentc of poltery sealed 
bt'neath the layer\ so it cannot have been associated with the original wall comlruclion. 
Tw" posthok, apparently cut from the base of this feature probably supported scaffolding 
<lgail1\l the city \\ all. Pans of lhr \"all fare imnlt'diately adjacent to the north-west butlrrss of 
Ih(" ~lnt{"chapel were r{'faced in ashlar, prrsumabl} though not demon:;trably at the 5am(" 
timl' as its cOllSlru('Iion rather than during a later rC:)lOration. 

No systematic auempt seems to have bern made LO reduce the height of the earthwork 
hank during the construction of the college buildings. The bank was presumably truncated 
by the foundations of the antechapel, but its presence can stiJI be detected to the west in the 
Cilst \\'all of thr cloister, which seems to sho\',; a vel) slight change in the coursing of the 
\lOne\\-"ork abo\"(' the body of the rampart. This is most notireable on the inner Iwest face of 
this wall. 

Post-medirval reworking of the dty defenCl's is seen most clearly in relation to bastion 12, 
Hc.-rc the front of the medic\'al bastion wa~ Ctlt away to prm'ide a gateway into the kitchen 
yard to compensate for loss of a('cess to thr kitchen area caused by the construction of the 
Garden Quadranglr in the latr 17th and ('arh- 18th centuries.?:! The drsi~1 of the gatewa~ 
\\ as under diseus:o.ion in I iOO, bUl whC'ther ronstru('(ion took place immediateh i ... less 
cl<-ar. 

The c\'idell<:t' from Trench 3 indicates that the insertion of the new gateway im'oh-ed th(' 
complete reconstruction of the bastion right hack to the line of (he city wall .at least 011 its 
wcst side) rather than a simple remodelling of it!oo northern fac('. The rebuilt wall overlay pit 
fills 318 and 319 which produced gla~s ;.\Tld clay pipe fragments. Thcse objects arc not 
closely dated, but need not contradict an earl~ 18th-rrntury construction date for the wall. 
The hastioll wall itself incorporated a varic.:'ly of stone typl'S (sec above) nOl seen in any other 
pilrt of the city wall in the New College area and vcry unlikely to have been readily available 
to the 13th-century builders. 

Subsequent 3nivity on the north side of the city \\all requires lillie comment. ~1an) 
f('atures relatl'd to drainage. The most substantial feature was a \'ery large probable pit 
located in Trenches 2 and 5. the original function of \ .. hieh is unkno\vn . It would haH" 
(}("("upied most of the space bt.'twl'cn the inlll' r and oull'r dty wall lines, though by the time it 
\\as dug probabl) in the early 19th century the si~ificance of the latter \\:as probably long 
forgotten . 

. \" Smith. \ (11 (:olugt Oxford and III lJuildmg\ Ill'):.!, IOf! 7. 
1 !-\, S({,t"r. I h, Irrh'ctJ of StU' (.oll,(" OifMd 19].1 ;) 7, no. 11:~8. 


