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Stlg"onal dtmt.l"t\ in OifordJhiTf Tf.lpond,d in diffrrtnl U'(!l'3 to IIit (ommrrc;al (ondilionJ whIch dll'tloptd 
brhl'ttn tlit lalt 121h and tarb' 14th em/un,.!, occordifl!: to thn, si.::r and -strur/uri and proximi!)' to 'a~I:tT 
marktil. "flu prohlnl1 of !Ji::.t and )trurturt u'or deirrminrd historical!}' alld U'aI all important contributory 
UQ.lOn u'~'V .\Omr dtmtJntJ, Jor (xampl, tho_if qf }IOUSt'S of .luJtin tallun.), failtd to brntjil ~)' marktting 
produa. Th, lar~"1 "'gnorial dnnwlfs Ihol( of IIIf billwp of Il"iIlCh'.llfT and Ih, ,arl of Cormrall 
produad a natural .lUrplw product u'hidlu'QJ d£"cltd to /hi marktl. bulllO (onur/rd tffort u'as madt to USt 

labour moTt mtf1lJil"Ij'. ~)' (ontT{lJ/. a mO_11 inirrtsling Tf/alion.,lup to Iht maThtl u'as Jorgtd i!>' .\/"Ion 
Col/'li' jor il.1 dmlfJII' of Ilo!nttl/, u.hirh d,pmd,d milT'!'· all u·og' or rUlllmrluallabour, bul u·hirh u·as 
aliO fortuilouj(): plaud ntxl to thi lar;gt51 urhan marktt ill thr (oun~)'. rl'ithi" Ih, grntral (onitxt of 
(OIl.ltTralil" D,I(rarian pracliu5 in Oiford.~hirr. diOtrtnl dtmtJnt.1 thul T{~po"dtd difftrtnt(): 10 ntu' 

upportulll/lt.I. 

M any qucstions concerning medic\'ai ~l~rari<1n produnion and productivity ha\'c bern 
fecl'lllly illuminated, although thefe is :>.Iill scope for further frgional and local 

studies. l Th(' innuel1ce of external variabl('s has received particu lar attention, with especial 
emphasis on lhe illOuencc of the market. (mernal \'ariablcs whirh hm-c been discussed 
include the con£i.,{ufation of sclions and furlong"" not only as b(,Lw('en scignorial and peasant 
holdings. but also cOntrasts between dClllcslH.'s. \\'hC're clemt'sllt" lands were consolidated, 
e<:(momit's or scale might enhance producti\·ity through more intt'nsi\'(' practices, Dispersed 
seliolls. ho\\cn'r, mi~ht ha\'e been a harrier 1O more eflicit"nt husbandJ)·. Beller producti\·it) 
and production for the market s('em, in some regions, 10 ha\"t' been parallel dc\"elopmenb 
stimulatrd by the growth of markets and the commercialization of the economy. perhaps in 
re~ponse to increases in population, in urban growth and the innation of prices. 
:,\(,,\"{,rth('less, production for sale may not han' been an e"dush·e determinant of agrarian 
practices on some demesnes, especially (host" of the religioU';, on(' of whose concerns may 
still ha\"t' been the supply of the cO)lYenlUa l houliiehold. At .111 earlier Lime, the primary 
fUJ1Clion of thc ('statelii of religious houliies had bt'en to pro\·idt' for the conventuaJ mmsa 

I H.\I.S. C.uupl)(']I, ·.\rable Productivity in \ le'din,11 Ln'tlanci: somc E\"id('llu' from '\orfolk', Jnl. £COli. /lu(. 
"Iiil 1983:.379 101; idem, 'Agricultural Progrc\s in ~tcdi{,\·<l1 En~I<1nd·. !-Ion. /lilt. Rtl. 2nd ser. xxx ... i :"\983), 
26 ~6; ~ ( Mdtt', ·\(cdic\aj A~arian Practice~: the: DctC'rmining Facto,",,', I,(n(. IIut. Rn;. ~'(X.iii 1985),22 31; 
R.C. ~t.1Cr), 'A't"ricuhural Inwstmrnt and thr ~ I <ln.t~mrnl of the Royal [)rm(,~Il(' \I.UlOrs, 1236-1240.'. Jnl. Eron. 
lIul. xh i ( ] Q86" q7q ("1:\; R.H Briln("U. '\'t"ricuhural I c(hnulo/lty ;.lOd thr \IOlrgin of Cultivation in th(" Fourt("emh 
Crntury'. ""on. /lUi. Rn·. 2nd ser. '('('( 1977),';3 b6; idem. '\Iinor Landlords in En~land and ~ Iedic ..... al I\grarian 
Capitalism' /"'aJt and Pmml, ]xxxix 1980.,. rrpr. in 1.11 \ston 'C'd. , l.4ndlord,. 1~a.,anLI and PolitUf In .\I,din.'aJ EnJ:laruJ 
19871.2'1.7 If). 
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lhrouA"h f()od-farms. Something of this primary expectation may have persisted. especiall) in 
the ca~e of those medium-sized and smalln houses of 1h(' n("\\ reli~ious ordrrs of the 12th 
n·l1tur). , ... ·hose f'Slates wefe, nC'cessarily bC'caus(" of their lau: advent, piecemeal and 
fra~ll1t"nla'l. In these calies, the primary int('r('Sl may still han; been lO m('ct lh(' nl"t'ds of til(" 
hOUSl', \\ ith surplus for .. ale being sen·ndipitous. This paradj~m ensued almo~( emin'l) from 
the silt" ilnd "truUurc of the estates of these' rdigious hOUSC5, placing limitations on what 
(uuld he drhic\"cd in response to markel l·ondition~. I"hC's(' internal \ariables. in relation to 
such an l'Xlf'rnal variable as the markf't. mC'rit mort" attention. 

Dint.'f(·Jltl·s in the structure and :-;izl' of dl'nH'Snl'S W('fC vcry real in Oxfordshire and 
afTcncd Lilt' performance of land and labour. Thc~(' dinrn'nces in size and structuft', 
comhinl'd \\ith the need primi.lril) to supply the house, h.· d ineluuably to diffefl'nt 
fl'lationships to the market, with some t'statrs dl'n'loping <.l doser involvement whilst others 
rrmainrd primarily geared towards consumption rathe-r than production and distribution for 
sil lr . In a cyclical \ .... ay, the 10\ ... · level of produnion for salr {"(accrbated the problems of small 
clclTI('sncs, which, because of their lack of othrr resourccs, cou ld nOt imprO\·c their futurc 
produnivity Ihrough investment. Such small drl11t'~n('s may thus han' experienced a cyd(" or 
po\"t'rl~. Bv COlHraSl, large seignorial demcsllt's, with a naturally occurring surplus produt·1, 
had Ihe opportunity to benefit from d cycle of alTIUt'nCl'. ha\'ing \'ast rcs('r\'es of l~tI)()ur 
S('f\l('eS and cash an-ruing to financc a gn'att'r input of th(" costs of production. Rl"tl'ipIS 
from Ihe sale of produce might ha\'(' hct'n im'eslrd in order to su ... tain further impron'mt'nh 
in produni\it\" for the market. HQ\\ rar large ('stall"!o. dttually followed this panern dl'p('ndl"d 
Oil \l'iKIlOrial altitudes (o\\ards produni\·ity ilnd illlTeasing the natural surplus produn. 
E\"idcncc from Oxfordshire sug~esb Ihat producl'rs rca led in different wayS to th('~(" 
opportlll1ilic~ . 

• \11 illlercslin~ contrast to both th(' sm<111 ilnd til(" great dcmesnes is the small to medlUm
SI/l'd OIW \\ hich, through a dclibt'riHt' policy of inn'slm('1ll and bC(,<luse of a fortuna((' 
position in relation to markets. \\as ablt· lO forgot' a strong 111\·01\"('"m('111 in commercial 
productiol1. These COlllraSIS are explored hert' for Oxf()rdshirc throu~h the examples of 
somt' houses of Austin canons, at leasl one or whkh had \·cry slender resources; lhl' largt' 
drllw ... m· ... of gn.'at Benedictine houst's: and J\lerton College's manor al Holywl'lI , not 
('specially largt", but fonuiLOusly pla('('d adjiHTnt to all urban m.lrket and abk to cali Oil Ihe 
financial ITSl'r\l'S of the college which had widt,), (·sl.\I('s. 

Sill' and structure may ha\·c bl'en principally d(,tl'rmin('d at an earliPl' time, sinn' l'slall'''' 
such <lS those ofthc bishop of \\'inchestrr and \\'cstminstrr abbey. founded in the latr ,\ng-Io
Saxon pl'l'iod, had large consolidated dl'me ... lws in Oxfordshire with ex[cnsin' labour 
s('f\·in'"\, which \\ ere, moreoyer. oudit'rs or \·asl l'stalt's of an absentec lord. Similarly thl' 
dt'nl(.'s !te~ of the carl of Cornwall in Ihl' COUIH~ romprisl'd only a part of an imml"n\e t· ... liltt· 
dispt'fsrd throughout England. Tht' !tatuf(' of lhrst' dt'mcsllcs allowed a naturally rlTurrt'nt 
surplus product. Seignorial attillldes and polirics in tlw 131h rt.'lllury were thus alTt'rlt'd h\ 
till' natural ('ndowmrnt\ and character of till" ('st.Ht's, d('It'rmined at a much ('arlin liol(' 

" ariation III the nature and peri'ormanU' of diITl'I'c"nl demesne ... i ... wcll illustrated 1)\ 
\('i,(norial org-anization in Oxfordshirt I he main difference was between "t'lgnorii.ll 
\tl"i.ltl'gies on some <;mall demesnl'S ,often. hUI 110t ('xdusi\·dy, formed around appropriilll'd 
g-Irh('s in the Ci.l!'!e of estates of houses or ,\ustin t·anol1!'i" on large demesnes such a ... thost, of 
liw hishopric or \\'inchcster, and on denwsl1l's such as that of I-iolywcll held b) ~t('fIOIl 

S('(' .11'0 «(' Ihc-r, 'Farmin~ l"t'dllli<jlln ill tlH' \\1'''' \lidl.md in III .. Hallam ("d "lJu I~TOnQn I/Illon oj 
/,.nt,lfllldnnd lIoln \01111. 10-/2 1350 IQB8 llili HJ 
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Oxfordshire demesnes and related markets c1350 

Banbury _ 

Adderbury _ 

• Lrnle Tew 

Middleton Sioney _ BlCester _ Stranon Audley 
• • 1 

Caversfield 

• 
Launlon 

Kirtltngton • Ambrosden · 
• Combe 

• Hampton Gay 

The Hanboroughs • 
• 

• • Islip 

Kidlington 

HolyweU 
• 

• Some market towns in relation to 
demesnes discussed in this article . 

• Demesnes discussed in this article. 

Beckley 
• 
• 
Walerperry 

• Cuxham 
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I h",,' (linnl'lll ·nl(' .. ~urr., c'''I'I .. in ,tll" "ppalnH c h,III~I'S ill lilt' ii, til Iht, \\'incht'~lt'r (il-nw ... nc· ... till' n,d .lIrl'.I~(' 
\',I~ I~tirh " .. bll" unlillht, nud 11th I ("JUlin. 

(;ol\ege and located ju ... t ollt!>.ick lilt' \V.tll ... of tnt'dic\'al ()xf()rd. Thc l'slatl's of tilt' hOlI"'!'S 01 

Iiw ne\\ n'li~ious orders of 12lh-cl'ntuJ"! Eng-land \\'('IT frfquclllly slllall and disparalt:, since 
Iht'lr lilU' c'ntr\" i1lto the.' land market cll·spilt' helwfanions in SOl11e (a",e ... from the haroni.!1 
lait) Iimi('d the size ilnd ... Iruetun: of their laneb. , \hhou~h gco.~raphie.·alh (oll1pan. 11ll' 
c''''tau's ('omprised manop; and propntic.--s of \"arying siz4.'. Oseney ahbe.'y founded 11 :.?~) \\ as 
(Inc of Ihe 1110re fortunate hou ... es of .\u slin ('anon ... , he.'ing OI1e.' of the \\('althil· ... t after 
Cin'Jl(T ... tn and Ll'icc.·sln ahhe),s, hut it... (' ... talt'S, a!>. \\('11 as including- larg(" f(lr t'\.,1Il1pk, 
\ I ixbury and Hook );"onon and mode.Ti.Hl' deme.· ... m· ... I "'lIch as eO\\ It~~ , con ... i ... trd in I1Mn) 
\·ill ... of holding-. equi\'aklll onl~ to Iho"'l' of othel' fi-l'l.' Lt'n .. Ulls. and induded a lan~(' Ilumhl'f 
of ~1('h('-d("n1('snes hasl'd on appropri<ltt'd rectoril· .... ,\nother hOlI ... t, of ,\u "'lill l anons, 
Bi(TS1('f priol), was Illuth 1t· ... s forlun,Ht'; <lllilOUgh It held Kirtlin.~ton () \'lrgates <" \\l'11 il ... 

\\'n'lchwirk 10 \"irgates:. Stratlon ,\udl('y (t \'irgatn and "'fther ,\rncotl ~ \'irgale'''', the 
on'rall ",ill' of its estaU' \,;h ... mall. inducling ... uth minute 'dcITIt'slH's' as Cannfic.,'ld Ih 
rOnlrasl, lilt' two demnnl· ... of lilt' hi ... llOp of \\·inrhc.-s(t'r in til(' fOUIll) \\'illlt'\ .lIul 
\dderbur) were sub ... tantially largt'f ilnd had \·<.\ ... t n'St',Yes of clIstonlclry lahOlIl "(""hk I 
IlolY'\cll \\<lS "'Imilar in ... t)'utlul'(' to d('I1H'SIl(,S of th(' ,\u"'tin canom, since it cOl11pri ... (·d lhl' 
approprialed rector) of 11 (1) Cross, hi\d minimal !'('<.,()UIU'S of customary laholll, <llld \hIS 

lllodeJ'alC' in si/.(',J .\t Il o l),w(' II, hu\\en'r, illH'slnlt'1ll in Ihe costS of produClion f()I'KCd a 
higher 1('\'('1 of produni\"il) and rclatiol1l;hip with til{' market, which became sdf-slI'ilftining. 
In Ihis I"npt'( t, Holywd l had sin~lar .1(l\-al1tage"" )orall'd in the eastern suburhs or Oxford, 

Sonlf" or the' t·\ ideor,. for !hii dnniplinn I ',I].;c·n from RII/"/, I/U1I(/rrdorum Rc'c nrd COl11mi"iul1, :1 \nl~, 
IAI:2 18 ii. hWI 87i 
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close to the largest urban market in the cou nty. Other ~ma ll and moderate demesnes did not 
enjoy the same privileged position, sin ce Lhey \\cre not close to large urban markets, 
although \vithin reasonable distance or local ones. Caversfield, fo r exa mple, \vas vcry clost to 
Biceslcr. a market cerllrc which sun:i\'cd the extinction of some markets during the later 
middle ages, and \vhich had some genuinely urban characteristics. Cuxham, by COlllraSl , 

another manor of :\I r rton College, was some distance fro m signi fic31ll markt'l cemresits 
nearest market being the less important \Vatlington). but scignoria l policy determined that 
substantial quamities of grain were "cnt to Henley, I Distance LO markct was thus one of 
several variables afTecling grain production and distribution, but as important ,vas ho\'. well 
placed lords were 1O respond to those conditiol1!S. 

The gcnesil:i of demesne agriculture in Oxfordshirc followed closely the pauel'll of resumption 
of demesnes throughout southern England . The Inquest inlO the Templars' eSlales in 1185 
suggests thou pans of the demesnes at Cowle~, ~ knon and Sibford were in lords' hand;; rather 
than leased oul. The JtTUilia opera at Cowley ,\ ('re, by implication, being exacted: at l\len on, onC' 
of two hides of demesne was being leased to the tenamf); hut the Olher was apparently in hand; 
ahhough n ... o hides of demesne ill Sibford ,vcrc leased to the tcnantl)~ part may have been in 
hand. Some demesnes of the Cro,\<'n may have been in hand in 11 93 -~ i as at Bensington. The 
demesne of ~cwington was being directly exploited by Christ Church, Canterbury, b} 1207 i 
t~tken into royal hands during the I nterdici so that by 121 1 ils value had declined through royal 
depredations. The bishop of \\,incheslcr's demt'snes \\'ere both in direct production by 1208 9, 
a, also \\ore Ihe eSlales or Eynsham Abbey by 1210 II. When Lhe Crown assumed custod) or 
Ihe manor or Begbrokc in 1210 I I. 56 CO\\, were sold ror 56s. and grain 10 Lhe value or [I I 9,. 
Od. and £3 I h 8d. In 1225, Whilchurch (rormerly Berkshire) \Va.> also in demesne produclion, 
Ihe Crown making subslantial sales of grain as also rrom Burford and Shipton shortly aftenvards, 
By the early 13th cemur)" most major demesnes had thus been resumed in hand for direct 
exploitation rather than being leased to firmarii. :\'e\"enhrless, little L'i known about the policy of 
the ne'" religious houses or the 12th CCnIUlY The Templars had acquired Cowie)' in 11 39 and 
~lerton in 11 52x53 and they may have farmed part of these demesnes thernsekes through (he 
12th century The Austin canons must have rccrived their lands in t.11(' count) in the mid and latc 
12th cemury in a particular condition which determined their po1icr On their glebe-demesnes, 
ho\\c\'er, they may ha\'e conducted demesne agricuhure fi·om t.1l(' time ofacquisi tion ,l 

By the late 13th century, most large seignorial estates in the county disposed or their surplus 
product in the market. Sales of grain from the demesnes of the earl of Cornwall at \ \'a tlinglon 
in 1296 7 and Ambrosden in 1278 9 broughl recoip« or aboul [3 1 in bolh eases. Sales rrom 
Ihe royal demesne al Hanborough produced rrom £ 13 10 £ 17 bel\\cell 1281 and 1284. 1\1 

Heyford, in 1291 -2, O\'el" £40 was received from such sales. After the abbot of \\'eslminster no 
longer used Islip as a residence, sales from this manor altaincd vcry high levels: between 1285 

~ I~O.A , J-I,uwy. II .\Ittbual 0ifordl!llf( "illag,: CU.J.hllm 1240 1100 1965j; idt'm, ManOrial Rtcords ojCu\nam. 
UtjordJhlrt, (;r(O 1200 1359 H~IC, JP 23, 1976) "or markcl'l in tht' COUIll)', ,,'C' O. Postit'!>, '~ l aTkets fOT Ru ral 
Produce in O;ICfordshirf', 10»6 1350', J!Jdfalld /listqf1, xii 1987, I l- :l6, to , ... hieh ~houJd be .ldded Hoot.. :"OTlon 
,\ hich Tecei\l,"d a charter in the 15th cemury, -

\ B .. \ . l.cell, Ruord!, oj (ht Itmpfnn m Ellgfolld m tIlt 1ut:!f1h Cmlury {Briti'h Aeadt·my Rce. of Social and £Con, i liSt. 
193:)1. -J- I, H .~. 55 6: ~I.r.. l POl>lan, 'Tht Chronology of Labour Scrvites', ill l:.J;j~)'.1 ()11 '\/tdiLoo/. l~rirulJurt olld Gtn"al 
PrCJh/nlls oflk uOIltJm.J 11973), 98: .\ .R. Bridbur), 'Tht" I drmin~ OUI of ~Ianors', I~(m. /lui. Rrt. 2nd seT, xxxi 1978" 
512 13: ,\ .L Poole, ' Li\t'stock Prien in me h \e1fth Ccntlll)·, f~luh /lUi. Rtf'. h' 19H1I, ci{t'd in f rom DamesJI!' Hook tq 
J/agna Carta" 19,'>8), 52; P.~I B.lrnes and \\ .R. Powell (t"dll.!, Inlndict Docummb Pipe Roll Soc. Ixxii), 57 8.85; P'fW Roll 
12.John (P.R,S" II .S. l(.xvi), I; Ptpr Roll 13 }olm (P.R .S., n.,. xxviii), 106, [[0 [1; EA. Cazcl (ed.), l;orrign . [ccOlII/b, Iltnry 
/II, 1219 3-1 l~ R .S., I1.S. xlh j, 8 and 79; II Hall ,ed_J, Tht Pip' Roll of 1M Bwwprir tif WinrhtJ/a. 1208 1209 (\ 903). 
16 10.57 (>0. Sel' also 1'.0.,\ Harvel, ' n u' English Inflation of 1180 I:.?:lO', Pmi atuJ Preun1, Ixi 11973). of 9; idf'm, 
'The Pipe Roll:) and lh(' ~\doption or Dcm('~n(' Farminl( in En~land" f.:tlln. llut. Rn.'. 2nd .ser. xxvii 19HI,3--13 59. 
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and 13% sal('S of grain thcr<" accountcd filr L 13 to £62 pef annum (exceeding £30 in 18 
y('ars. Salt,s from the manor of L.aUlllOll. held by \\'('slininster abbey. \'aried mon.' modesth 
1",t\\c('l1 II., .md £23 between 1267 and 1373, e~ceeding [15 in 10 'years, but thes dcmcsn~, 
.11 I {O IB2 acrcs, was only half the siu' of Islip, The le,ds of sales of gram from the bishop of 
\\inchl'''>(t'f' IlMllors ,'aril'd bt'l\\l'l'11 1'208 ;.lI1d 140.1, from O\l'r £5 to £6,5 at bOLh t\ddrrbury 
i\lld \,"ilnt') based on 50 sample years, in 13 of \\hich sales exceeded £1-0'. Similarly, high 
rl'Cl'ipb \\t'r{' rt.T('jYcd from .. ales of grain from tht· two manor!) of ,\Ierton College at lIo!Y'.\ell 
.1Ilt! Cuxh.tm, .tlthoug-h lh(" )t",e! or ... al(· is rompliral('d h) ',ales' to tht, colle~ ibdf 1111 .lula 
(nidi!l or · ... old· to it magi-lin of the Colk~t'I, .t!'. spe<:ilifally in 1299 130 I at Holyw(,lI, but thts 
gr.un ma~ ha\(' b('('n fr-sold in the borou~h," Rcceipts from ~ale.s at Holy".ell 01'((.'11 ('xn'l'drd 
,C:lO: ill 13(11 5 and 1317 B thcy rxn'("d,'cI £ IB, in 1310 II [{9, and ill 1350 I werr ,lImost 
L 1-8; although they somctimcs dropped lown, for cxampk, totalling only £12 15_1, IOd, in 
1301 2,.\ general picture thus emerges ofsomc large d(,llll'sncs, often ouliirfs ofgn.,.ll C,,'Slates 
ilS in the ca .. (" of the earldom of Corm\ <\11, b~hopfic of \, incheMer, and' ,'eslillinslcf ablX') 
dis~ofging Liwir surplus produfl ontO thl' loc.tlmark{'t, Sec Tables II III, 

I \1\1.1 II (;R \t' l'SL ()~ S()\II .\I.\'ORS 01 1111, I.\R!' 01 COR""'!.I I 0 'URI S I "lSIlU 

'\1.Jnclr/clat('/~.ulI '\c't i,~ue:" ...... \, n ')old . ' b. f' h. .' h • 

U/lJR(),sfJr.' I 178 
\\ Iw.1t 100 2 20 0 80 2 
h.lrlc" It U 12 2 11 h 
lI,it' 8t 1 U 0 38 7 
1J(';uh I 0 1 0 

IRIJ/\(.ro.\ /!iH 'J 
\\lw,1I Cih I> 21 () 7l 2 
1\1' II> I h I 2'1. () 

h.lrln 101 :, 11 I 71 " lI.th lUo 1 1" t H h 

II I//J.\(.I()\ 11% ; 
.... 111'.11 11141 2 18 88 I 
tll"til 40 8 
11.1111'\ 10 2 II \I b 
dn'd;':I' 25 ; h 1'1 I 
11.\1 ill 2 27 7 2 I 

~('I ,Ibo III \ ... ton, TllI'L"lnn.11 \dmini .. t1,lIiOIl ,lIld R","ultn ur.\lt'rlon Collt'gc' 10 ( I.Uff, inJI C.Hto 
I d [ht / It hIT' II) ,h, I -m 17l1~ uj ()'jmJ, \ 01 1, I h, 1·.IIrI, (hlo,d "Kh(JfJ/\ I IJH 1 , 31 I hR. 

Ill(' nidl'lIn' Ilf thi~ dlld ub C'qUl'1l1 '<'clicll1' i~ drri\('d IrcllU. 1 .. .\1. '\lid~ln ('d_. \//TIutm .ll( 'Iii t# W 
/',IJ1(riom o/CDrl/woli 12'1(, J:!'1i, i (,lllldt'n ird IT Ix\i RS; PRO, ""Cb/9,,}5I1, U 24; PR.D .. S(:t)/9HIJ I Ih, 
21i 111; PR.n. ~Ch/tr')gll 8.1· 11.\1"\('\. JIll' III,tun oflh(' :o.t.lIlur nfhlip' unpub.IU.il! Iht'~i'. (hrnrd I\cMil 
.\1"". Sl.il! d ~l'I. W,'slmitNc'r \bl)c'~ .\luninwlll' 1.')18h LH7:, LUlllton • .\Ii\, lI.tr\('\ kindh ,1I1m\-l'd Ill(," to 

c orhult hn tHII,', nil Iht' Islip ,Ind I~tutlll)n ,t( 1'1111111' ,llld 1 illll Io{I,ltc'lul III her too for all()\\ ing me 10 l·ill· IWI IllI's,,; 
p lI~dl" 'TIle' Willi ht'SIt'I' :o.lallor, ,It Wilnn ,lIld\ddnbury, Oxford .. hill:", in the:" l';lh·r Middk \grs', unpub. 
IU.iu, IIlI',i,. (lxi/Ire! Bodl. :o.IS. n LilL d 17i: 1I,lmp,hin' }{I'uml Ol1irt', E('(i(:" :211.;9271 1:')tHI:.! I h,t\(, 

c flIl\Ultl'd all ,Il(' nril{inal aU'OUIII~ for ,hne I\HI 1Il,lflllr ... III IllI' hi ... llUprit of \\'inlhe,ln, hUI I am ~r.lIt'ful 10 .\h
I hell' lor allm\ illl{ Illt· 10 titt' hn Ilw,i". P i) .. \ II.II-..n. np. fit. 1I0t!· '- \!rnon COUf'R('. Oxford. ~I~I .1lhh 1,07 I 
,1111 ~r,lIt"fuJ tu.Juhll Hu~J,!>~ III :\krtnll (:ollne;t' flit m.m\ kinchw\'n ,111(110 lh(' \\ardt'll J,nd IcllmH lill ,lllu\o\ing 
ml' 10 (ilt· ,Iwic \I~~ SrI" D. Po~tln. '~()mc' (;1,1111 I"un from (ht'llI'\ .\bbe,'. OW"'t'I/I/Il, xli\ ,197f1,,:lO 7, to 
\~hith is Mi[il'd "tTc' rurther c'\llkm(' fl'ulI1 Bodl. \h~. r1.cI. (:hri~t Chun-h. OS(,;U-) Roll, qb Kidlinl(tol1), 100 Ilh 
I ,itt II· I C'\\ dnd III) W.Ht'rpc:rl'\ liJr II()J~\o\dl. C'C' .11 " Il Postit. J he: Pnception IIf Profil Ix'for(' Ih(" I ..... hill~ nf 

I>I·mc .... nc·s. I.:," III Rn xxxh IfiRh 12 28. 
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, \SLE III \\'11,,[y ,\XD ADDLRBL RY S.\I.ES Of (,R.\lX .,,, (,ROS,O' 

1219 10 Iribtry. 
Wh("lt: Idem rrddil rompotum de lx.\ iij quart(rii~ ij bu~~C'lIis frunWllIi emptis quia tOlum frumt:ntum manrrii 

\t'nditum fuit in gros~o. 
H.lrlC): Id("m r('ddit nJlnpOlum d<' !xxx quart('rii.~ dimidio de (''(itu ()rdt"i quia r('\iduul1l ut'nditum fuit in gro,!>O. 
Oau: Idem f('ddi, compolum de: Cxl\j quartt'rii, j hu,~dlo (ic- <",jlu du('n(' quia rr iduum urnditum fuil in 

,(n.-."'l 

UN 2 Idtf"bury: 
i\\,uworn: quia r('~idtiulTl fuit \'t'ndilUlll in gro~~o. 

/256 7 .Idd"bu~,: 
,(.:lR tic- una mq;\ frUn1('nti el df" J nH"ya .. ilig1ni~ \"C'ndit!s IIll{ro\so; WHIm residuum rrumrllli v('nclilum in 'tro~. 

1267 II Witnry: 
70 qtr~. wht'at ,old in Kros~o [9 6) , 8d. 
20 qtn. barley .... .. £2 :h ~d. 
:.!5 q, .... drrd~(' " £1 17.1.6d. 
iO fllrs . oal'" £4 13). ttl. 

1167 1I . ltld"bu~) : 
:N ClII"\ \\he31 ~old in ,lZ;m~~o 1.:3 11 s, Otl. 
iii qln f"\e- ... .. [7 12~. Od. 
77 qlr drn:J~(': £i 11. 'U. 
Ibqlf"o031i [IIJ.tti. 
1 (111"\ pt'.u 31. Otl 

On the bishop of \\'inchcSlcr's manors, these ext('nsi\'e sales cilcornpassed ('\'en oats, 
\\ hich \\-ere not oftcn a surplus produCt from eSlates. Holywell, for example, produced 
hardly any oatS and \',,'as a constant purcha..<.;er of its n('eds in the markel. On the Oseney 
abbey ('sta les, oats were replaced by dredge a nd legumes as livestock feed. Oats were 
correspondingly sown at the higher rates of 5 and 6 bushels per acre at Addcrbury and 
\\'iw('y from c. 1278 82, whereas on other Oxfordshire demesnes the)' were 50\\ n at only -l 
bushds per acre. "I'he surplus product of the \\'inchestcr manors is funher renected in lhe 
large sales of grain in grosso in some productive y('ars Crable III), often sold before precise 
measurem(,nt of the quantity, Equally, in some years, substi.lntial amOUIllS lay umhrcshcd in 
the \ \'inchester granges. 

By contrast, the proportion of grain sold from many small demesnes was insignificant and 
produnion barely mel consumplion: £2 5$. Od. lO £4 15$. 4d, al Forest Hill ; 13,. 4d. lO 
£8 16,. 6d. al \\'alerperr)', bUl in moSl years less lhan [3; 9,. 8d. lO £3 8s. Od. al Lillie Tew, 
but mostly less lhan £ I, ~Iorcover) in many year!> a considerable part of sales was necessary 
to acquit wages or expenses. POI' example. grain ,vas sold LO pay the archdeacon's 
procuralion; 10 buy oxen; for small outgojn~; or, as at LillIe Tc\"\, to buy a new cart.s Sales 
from Kidlinglon reached £8 12,. 5d. in 13245, bUl the receiplS were almoSl entirely 
needed 1O defray the vicar's stipend, undertake repairs and the osts of haryesl. In some 
accounts, the sales may indeed have been fictilious, in the sense that wages may actually 
ha\,(' been paid in kind and entered as a technical sale. 'rhis device was used espe ially for 

B Kefcrenn,'s a nole- 7. I~r exanlpl<:-: In campo prr ntu/loc'onrm pro lllpmdlUfomulorum: untIL II quorkria ti bUJstlJi pte 
nuw Ilrom (lHf!:,IOII /n campo pro Jtiptndiisjamu/orum (bolh Ch. eh., O~{'IIt"y Roll 119!: /drm rttpontlit tit nj.s, tit y. quarltTiu 
jrununJ. undllu m /HIrtr J,Qlla,.,1 sui; £1 tit 'rip '!J.d. dt uno quarlm'o y. bllHrJ/iJ ftummli ndon In fJariL sllpmdil Slfl ••• : F.l tit II). 
qllortmu dimulib jabarum undllu pro columbario tl pro dJiu N!,tKfU Ja.tmdu; f1 tiL UA &. J, rntfltU tk vij. q/UJrtmu Brasn tI, 
mo/ntdVl" , ,,,dltil pro ~'xrltjQrinuJD; £t tI, %1:'. 1. tk y. qUlJrimlJ dll"ul'D tllln blOJ1l l ~tilllJ prrJ .llIhmtptU) fall Olt('n~ Roll % . 
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Grain Issues and sale at little Tew (Oseney Abbey) 
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Ih 0 It Jh 
WROPWROPWRDPWRDPWRDPWRDPWRDPWROPWROPWROPWROPWROPWRDPWADP 

D_ .... w-_ ,-... 
0-"'p--

InciLdH • qn 2 bI: ..., D_ 
o. any gI'I)W'I II'! '''' .. 17 .... ... 

1317-" 7 .... 5l1li ..... 
1351-22qhO ...... 

the payment of the wages of the jlJIIlllli ,dwll rash \,as ..,horl. when lilt' ..,011(, was qu.llified a~ 
made in 1IH' fidels for the wages of IIH'jamllli by l'.stll1li.ltiol1 in slw<)n's, "..,.n \\ "atc:rpt'ITY in 
Il12 3,'1 In 132.i 6. the tntallTlTipt from Ihl' sale ofgrclin at Liltle le\\ \\as onl) 1:)\, 7d. 
and , .. 'as lIsed entirely for p,l\ing the- \\i.ll{l'S or the smili1. li! Rcceiph from salt·,) of g rain fimn 
lllilny of til(' \mall properties of Bic(,SlC'r priory \\'('IT similarly negligihle: 16.L ~)d. ltl ['2 I I. 
Id. at Can'r"firld and Clifton. .:\10s1 of til(> prodtu.t was thus conslInwd in "t'("d, manorial 
n:pcnscs or pm\·isioning tilt' ("om·clHual ho.l ... t'hold. 

rhe \·ast differences in tht' propotliol1\ of .I{rain ... old Irom demesllt's of \·ariolls t) pt' <11"1' 

illustratt'd by the fi~lIres whid, ("ompart' Littl(' Il'\\, .\ddnhury and Il ol~'\\cll. .-\1 Lillie Tc\\", 
l"l'pr('~ent .. lti\"l' of the sma lin demesnes of ()"flll'Y . \bb('\~ only a \l'r:. small proportloll of tilt' 
I"'SUl: was sold, b) rontrast \\ itlt the murh gn'i.lllT it..'y('1 at , \dd('rbur:.~ a.s \H'II i.lS I'·om lilt" other 
" ·inchcstt'r m,mor. "lIne). rill' proportion of ~ajn "old fi"OlTI Ca\l·r;.;ficld i.\.\ on IlMIl~ manors 
or Biu::-.l<.'f priory \\as minute ~md sa1('!>i (KTlInTd onl\ infn'qw:mly 'Table I\ri , rhe- proportion 
ufharley sold rrom Holywell altt'r 1300, how('\l'I, \\<l.'i rom pal able with 'i<.lle'i from Adderbury, 

On the.' smalll'r dem{':-.nt'''', thl' 10\\ kyel of ... alt·", \\as determined h~ and in r('turn 
dc{nmil1('d lilt' the of labour i.l-; a Uht of production, ... inre· cash wa", st'\Trely limited and 
tiWrt' wen' f('w or no labour "'l'r\·ic('s, In.ldt·quiW.' amoullts of \'~· age labour wen' n)lllr'H H'd 
b('("aus(' or lht' deficit uf nlsh with thl' l('sult that CO\b had to be ddi'a~t:(J in kind in gralll. 
Reaping at Forest Hill and \\'iltrrpl'rr) \\~ts undcnakell for the \l'H'ntl't' llih and tWl,nticlh 
... hear in tht' late 13th and carlv I hit u'lituryY2 \\'c('dillg on the demesnes or OSl'n('y ahbC) 

eh. eh O'('Il(') Roll 11'1. 
Ch. Ch. ()'('IIl'~ RolI~ 100 1 h 
PR.o., ~Ch/(ni/ll 16 ,n' ill 0 1.\1>1,· 1\ 

Z Ch. Ch ()."Il(") Roils :20, 17, ") 1 r)'i,:17 '1'1, J 17 II II. h)1 n,unpk In mrJ' diumalum bladQrum TIl h,/ ", dmoril' 
It 1//110 "In h dt· ,( ad n.om (arba", 
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LIB I.E IV GRAI» l,;SI. 0" smlL PROPLRIIES 01 Hleu, I I.R PRIOR\ IU THE »f.\RES I BUSHEL, 

~ lanor/datdgrain :-\('\ i~,ue SO\\-n ~old In Bic("su:'r 
'I' 0. q' 0. q' b. q' b. 

KIRTLL\CIV. I 
1291 2: 
whl'al 17 7 II :l 
bark~ 10 2 
dn'd~t' 18 18 S 
~as I 

S77/,lrru,1 I (,Dl.E) 
1292 3: 
""ht'ill % I 16 16 , 
nt' " 7 I 
twans! pras 31 b i 
drrdgr/barit'y III I IS 0 II h 92 , 
oal~ 18 II 18 I 0 
1321 2 /mmn[I' Ilirgihlt : 
dr('d~(' q3 3* 11 c, :'6 0 
oats II O· 7 7 

/;.11 ERSFlliW 
1276 7' 
\,hl'<l.1 20 2 10 I 2 U 19 7 
barlt') 29 0 8 I I I " 0 
drcdgl' .')1 3 21 3 15 2 
1278 9: 
\\hral 28 3 10 'I 17 S 
barll') 31 7 5 .S l.'l II 
drcdgl' 53 3 22 0 .n I 
1286 7: 
wh('al Iii 0 19 2 I 0 I:l 0 
barl(') 18 4 8 II 2 2 
dredge 83 b 37 2 8 " " 0 
beans/n'teh :I 2 h 
oals I.') , 12 h 
1309 W 
wheat 28 5 9 7 12 5 
barley 20 I 8 3 7 0 
dred~(' 51 5 20 I 31 0 
1315 16: 
\\Iwal 27 It 
cUTall 9 St 
dredg(' 72 It 

eLl/-TO,1 
129.1 4: 
"heal 36 h 20 I 2 21 0 

ry' 12 2 3 0 
beans/peas 22 2 5 Ii 5 h I h 
dredge 67 2 17 2 3 I 16 0 
oau 20 :1 19 3 I :3 
1323 4: 
.... heal '48 0 15 I II , 
ryf:' 6 h 2 0 
peas 29 0 8 S 
dredge 99 2 21 I 76 3 
oalS II 6 7 3 0 

• gross issue 
t figurt's taken from , .. innowing 

(\('1 issue i\ demesne b\Ue exduding intl"rmanorial r('ceipl~ 
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Propat\ 11),111' Grain .\muunt thr(',hrd \mount 10 111ft' hnll 
ad IiJllh4m 

q' b. '" 
h., 

\\ht"<ltC 'II I , 2 
~td III ; 5 () 

Yo hilt pt'as :1f1 b 14 I 
hean &p<" IH 28 I 

\\-hl',11 81> , 1 ; 1 

rnixti] 8 I 2~ 
1)1".111\ & pras hH " fih 
IMrl," & cln'd~(' 159 7' 7' , 

I.ink I ('\\ I n 17 8 \,h('at '12 h Ik 

r~t'" 8 () :I 
dn'dlotl' h.i 2 1 
Iwas 13 3 

.1 ( . .ll, ul"Ut'd b) author. 
b Boc:II \1\ d.d. eh. (;11. O,,'nn- Roll 4 
t f:t inhmJlonMu pr" tnlura/JIra ",l T \) Ijkat dllt! Itt lUf!t" III !/'UIT 9 bltJ toJ' J btu pro tnlural." UJ q.uu dIt 
d f.1 /nbtTt1lv"btu FO InJufal.llrQ (. \9 qU4T tIJ bu., quar d,m Inu {aI" III Ill" 
r Bud!. \IS. d.d. eh. eh. O'-C'nr\ Roll %. 

Rale" 

1128 
1128 
possihh 
comptn~.'tHm 

IClf ulhrf gram 

11.12 
II:!I 
1/3<j 
1/30 

II'2!' 
1/21 
11:.?9 
\/,lh 

Ilt-m Mnoll tnillf%nlnH pro lIil \ 17 qual /~, bu I d,m '"'urand,. " qua1 hUI (bm. I'IJ,fiat p10 ungulz .• I'ii qU01) hu I. 
Il; /tim IIMnl, trJluratorihllJ pro rig qUaT dim InluromJi.J ~J hI, \. 
h linn /ihnat' tnlu1(Jtonh'/1 pro llli" quar II, hUI t"IUrIDltll'} '/II{II '.1 bUI. 
I linn Ithrrall triturDlon'huj pro Uj\ quaT ilj btu dIm rl pu Intulalldll ilil qUQ1 ill hUI d/ll'/ (tlw. 
I Hlxil. MS d.d. Ch. Ch. 0'(,11(,\ RIIIl I U. 
k }O.-I doll II/V InIUTa(/Ont. 

and Bict'stl~r priory was Pl'rilul11t'd by wag-!' lahour, hut at inadequate Ir\cb. so thilt i.1l 

Ci.\\Trsfil'lcl only 4d. lO II d. was expended l'i.\eh ~('ar and at Lillie Tew only +d. LO I ld . .-\1 lht" 
I~\tt('r, from 13.50 2. weeding consisted of only 22 to '27 dayworks, \vhilst at HamptoJl Gay in 
127-1 .) no \,('('ding- was pcrfornwd otha than implicitly by the small number ofJamuli. IOn 
thl' Osclley manors threshing: lOa was rt'l11l1l1l'r;.lled in kind for a proportion of til(' 1{r<lin 
thresht'd.'~ Inadequate le\"(·ls of labour rcsuit('d from Ih(' de-firil of ('a:-;h, which also led to 

gl ain being consumed in paYl11l'nts in kind: till' ()\"('rall re:oiult wa .. that labour input \\ as h", 
and probably inadequate ~\'cn ('\"('11 till' '1ll'1I1m'", of the deme,nl's. 

On most of the lar~er dt·nlC..'nses. by COlltrilst, there werc large resources of fustomar\ 
labour S("n·in·s .. \t both "'atlington .carl of Cornwall and Cuxham ~lertol1 Collclr(l" 
l'ustomaq sc:n'ices aCfountl'd for the prim'ipal work, suppirmented by some' \\ag-l' labour. In 
Ihe sam(' way. the abbot of \\'('stmins(('1' rdied heil\'ily on customary services ht'f()IT t1w 
Bla('k D(.'ath: 'Casual labour, whether at pie(T or day rates, \,'as rarely hired <.1l1d \\iI" 

employed only for reaping-. for dri,·in.1{ (·i.Hth'. ~lJ)c1 for threshing'. I , The epi~copaJ manors 
wen' u\"e1"iubsnibed with sen·ires. many, cspt'fially han'esting) '\crvlccs being sold annually. 
although the major tasks \\Crt' still performed by customary labour. Both manors \\l'n' 

For ,"""upit-, Ch. Ch .. 0'>('111'\ Rnll !U: .',mloua. ,\Im"IfImdum qurHi m .la,dOflOnl bladorllm nuhit compulat /to( ann, 
hladum tnturalum ad ItJuhtlhl prj} MId" as \H']] a P'~ dm,,,iu '("t' Tablt' \ 
H I H.lnr~. up. cit not(" i 
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exceptionally endowed with labour services, rcnected in an injul1cLion of J 223--4 that at 
Adderbury all reaping be performed by boonworks J which the slibsequent accounts 
con(jrmcd. 1ti Later, however, weeding was performed by wage labour and threshing 
undertaken ad lascham as \vcll as by customary services. 

The provis ion oflabour on these different demesnes thus varied considerably. \\'hcreas on 
large demesncs the Jamuli prm;ded no morc than a small core of labour whilst substantial 
amounts of customary labour performed most of the tasks, especially boonworks and the less 
specialized tasks,11 the work oftheJamuli \vas much more important on the smaller demesnes 
('\'en though their numbers on these small demesnes wcre inordinately low. Unfortunately 
the accounts of both large and small demesnes do nOt rcveal precisely how the Jamuli were 
used other than for their specialized tasks. It is thus impossible to consider exactly how much 
\.,:ceding. for example, may have been undertaken by them. 1\[oreover, the accoullls for the 
small demesnes remained rather rudimelllary, without the finer detail which \vas introduced 
illlo th e \Vin chcslcr accounts. This brcvit y makes it imposs ible to assess the relative 
cOlllribulions of Jamuli and wage labour to the un spec ialized tasks of husbandry. The 
position a t Holywell was completely different. for, although this manor also lacked the 
reservcs of customary labour, large amoulllS of wage labour were purchased with cash for 
more imensi\"c husbandry. 

On the smaller demesnes, the level of inVCSlmCI1l was thus extremely low, exemplified by 
the failure to undertake any maintenance or improvemclll of buildings at Ca\'crsfield in 
1278 9. Ifl On the larger demesnes, the opportunity existed to increasc the intcnsiveness of 
agrarian practices through the purchase of more \\'age labour to complemcm customary 
services, but it was spurned by a seignorial altitudc content to accept and not enhance a 
continuously recurring surplus product. 

The management of the demesne at Holy\'\ell contrasted with all these others. In the late 
13th century, more intensivC' husbandry was introduced, increasing the surplus available for 
sale. \\'hen the accounts begin c. 1296 , the managcmelll of the demesne seems to have been 
ill some difficulty. ~lerton College began to invest heavily ill labour about that time, blu 
production was st ill sluggish until c. 1300. Thereafter production increased dramatically 
a llowing large sales of grain. \ .... hich, in turn , allowed more im"cstment. The large quantity of 
wage labour employed See ms to have been casual labour from within the borough of 
Oxford, epitomised by the costs of reaping: in 1299 1300, 62 reapers werE' hired irifra iij dies, 
3.16 illfray dies and 18+ illfra vii dies; in 1300 I, 309 illfra n die;, 250 illfra vij dies a nd 61 each 
for half a day; in 130 I 2 660 itifra rj septimallas and 102 ilifra ii) dimidias dies; in 1337 8 I 70 
for one day. 120 for OIlC day, 151 for one day, 151 for half a clay, 74 for one day, 21 for one 
da), and 19 for one da),. 

Such numbers are representative of lhe quanLities of wage labour contracted for reaping 
at Holywcll in most years of the early 11th cemu!"y. Despite increasing ra tes of pay, the 
college cominuccl to invest heavily in wage labour, having no other resourccs. In the late 
13111 century, reapers were paid at 2d. to 21/~d. per day, which increased to 21/,d. to 3d. by the 
latC' 1330s. In c. 1338, remuneration was altered to piece-rates, at variously 6d., 7d., or 8d. 
per acre, according to the type of grain. From 1340 -2, aLi grain was reaped at 6d. per acre, 

If, Oeakro flail fumlll prtcan"o jn aUlumpno ad CIIIII/In domini III luIum mflatur p,., COIIJUfludllltj opfrariorulfl (Ham;;,. R .O .. 
E('clcs 2/! 59278:. 

17 ~1. ~Iate, ' Labour and Llbou r Services 011 lhe E~latcs of Cantcrbury Cathedral Prior) in Ihe Fourt('cnth 
Cl'lltury', SoullttTn /lui. \ii . 1985), 55 68: sec also l\1.~1. Postan, 'The Famulus', 1:;'011. /list. Rfl!. Supplemt"nt ii [n.d.1 

18 I~R.O., $(;6/957/12: Gustli.! domorWT/ nichillwc (lnnl). 



2311 1).\\10 I'OS I u .s 

250 Holywell: Demesne issue 01 grain • 24" 
230 

(to nearest qtr.). • 
22<> 
210 

200 

! 
19" 

\ 
• 

19" 

17" 
'''' 15" .. '" 14" 
130 

120 

"" 100 

90 

80 

ro 

'" 50 

'" 30 \ • -, 
20 • 
10 • • 
0 

~ 0_ r--ao __ NotIllCJI __ 
~ ~_NM 

~ 
~ ~ ~~§~~~~~~~ ~a ~~~~ 
~ 

il il 

but til(' rate illtT('asccl LO 3d. in 13·15 h. In 1319 jO, hO\\(:\'(,'I", there \\as a rc\'(.'rsal lO rO"lill~ 

\\ age lahou! by the da~ -rail' at 'jd. PCI" day. By 1:3-19 50, the total COst of harn'sling had 
in(T('ascd to m'e .. [II by ('()lnpari<.;on \",ilb [5 10 [ I () at the opening of Ihe (TlllUr) and [7 
'" [,9 in th .. 1 :130, and 1 HCk 

\\'ccding is a potcntial indica lOr of inlclhi\'(' lahour.l(j At Holywl"IL all \\T('(ling \\ as 
pcrformc.'d by \\ ag"(' labour, the allnual ("ommiwwnt ri.l11ging from 2J. 9d. lO I hI, 5 d. I 'he 
greatest len') of input ,,-a') in 12~15 h "hclI Ihe cll'mesne \\as b('in.~ n'stofed to high 
procluui\·it). In thaI year, 1 Rt; ,vom(,ll-ciap. wert' t'mployed in w('('ding- the demesne. al <\ CO>.;l 
of thr('e-Iarthin!?;~ cach per day. In ~ub~('qu('nt ~ears tltt, len'l varied: in 1310 11,99 mall
days wnl' inH'slt'c1 at a CO~l of O\'{'T 7 I. and H6 man-days in (, 133j for i.L 2d. lhrou.e;hollt 
lhe t'arh 14-1h cemury. thr CO~l of \HTding- rarriy fell belm\ 4..1., but the cost per man-day 
innea~l'd to I d. after 1310. By 134-9 51. the lOta) cost of wCt'din,e; had incr('a~cd lO hCl\\(TIl 

IiI. 2d. ilnd 161. Sd. but the c1ay-ral<' (,o111m('nsur<ttel~ to 2d. to 2 ,d. 
Similarly all lhn'<.;hing at l-Iol),\\{'1I ill\'o!n'd wa~"(' lahour at thc rale of 2d. per quarter of 

"inln gTilin (\\heal and I)-C) and I d. per qlr. of barley in thc 1330s and 13+0s. whic-h ro'i(' 
told. for wheal, 3 d. for rye. and at least '2d for barley in 1349 -50. \\'inno\\ illg-, also 
pcr/()rnwcl by wage labour. rose from 1 d. fiJr I qlrs. 10 I d. for 3 qtrs. 

Large cxpenditurc was also incurred for mowillg at 1101)-,,,('11. In the formalin' year. 
12Ub 7, mowing cost £2 8.). I d. Larg(' numbl'r~ or labourers subsequently received casual 
employmcnt in the \'aluabl(, lllC'aclO\\s of th{' Clwrw('l1: in 1300 I. 97 mcn wcrt' rOntrtlC1t'd 

''1 \\11 J.(jI1~. TIll' J.()\\ Yield, ufCoril in \\(-din,11 LI1J..:lill1d· I:'UIII./lil/, R,;. 2nd wr. >,,'\Xii 11)7~). nq bl); lJ 
PO\lI('\. ·CII-anilll.!; Ill(" medinal arahlt·· .• 1.t:rir /lil/.lh '''\ ii IIJB9. I:m U. 



"ifrD ;, dif\, 32 mira Ill) difJ. and II mcn for OIll' day. mO\\ine; and slacking hay. In the 
follo\\ IIlg year 71 nwn mo\\ cd mIra 1'( difs .lnd 62 infra '9 difj. Similar numbers \\(~n' 
('mploycd lhrom~hc)ul the earl~ J-hh ccntu~ at Id, per day, replaced by a piece-ralC' of 3d. 
pC'r a('rC' from 1339 .... 0. From 1345 8. summer m('adm .. ,pratum fsliliOftl wa,o; as.'\essed al the 
highel ralc of 3 d. as against lhe lower ratl' for [('wain .• \ ... labour became scarf('r ill 
1319 :'0. so thcT(' \\.h i.l rcturn to day-rales, hut now at thl' \"('ry much higher Ievcl of 8d. P('f 
day for both r('"ain .\IId summer meadow. whirh inueascd yl'l again in 1350 1 to If. 

rhese dClail'i n'H'al the college's \,illine;llC'is to ('ommit fa. ... h to wagc labour to perform 
til(' tasks of produCtion at Holp\cll, ahhough, ... inn' il had no customary labour, some In'd 
or expcllditurC' in w;agc'i would ha\'C' bct.'n inn il'lblc. ~Ior(' indicativc of the co llege's 
im t;'stl1lcnt was its assiduous commitmem to improH·mt.'m. Capital investlTIclll was periodic 
but ht.'a\ y \d1('11 1ll'(TSsary. In 1296. thc scmil1i.d year, a nt'\\ grilllg"e was completcd al a cost 
ol"morc than ['20, follO\\cd b} Ihe cOllslrunion of"nothn grange in 1309 10 for morc than 
fl) .. \ltholl~h thl' dcmcsne- had no nock of sheep. manure \\ d' applied intensively, constanll} 
al a hi,~h len'l aner 1297. In tht.~ t.'arly 14th c('ntury this manurin~ invoked the purchast' of 
Illuck possihly ni~hlsoil and rubbish rrom Iht.' horough of O\Jord and the ("OSl of cartin.lI; 
~lId storage, as \\(·11 .'s labour for spreading. 'II ~Iarl wa .. also freqUl'nliy sought for 
Impro\"(·ml~nl. 

rill' college was .lble to su ... tain the')e hi~h costs from incoml' dcri\'cd from directing gralll 
to til(' urban markct. but abo facilitated. initially, hy the \\ idn rc'source:s a\'ailahle to it from 
its 0111('1' manors, In 1296, the demcsne issues l'ompri ... t.·d high quantities of both wheat and 
IMdt,}. From 1100, hQ\\e\'cr, production was ('oncl'lltratl'd on barley. • \ftcr a hiccup in 
1296 1300. the sale of barlc~' romprisl'd ('ontinuoush b5°u to 90°0 of lhe total issut." 
design('d presumahly for the urban market in Oxfi)rd. a paucrTl replicated in the brokage 
book'i of Southampton. in which mall romprist'd ahout 80"0 of th(" grain imported into til(' 
town hy fan.ll By roncenlrating on the produnion of a <:itsh nop for the adjacent urban 
mark(·t, the colkgc WilS ablt.· lO de\'r1op ;:1 vinuolls (ycic. 

Thi ... l"yde of affilll'IlCe was, J1("'ertheless, <lrhil'w'd without intensive sowing. Sowing re\lt'S 
III 13:36 7, \\hen tht' 'iize oflhe demesne ..,O\\n ,\as first rt'('orded, were similar to lho')<' all 

Ih(' (ollege\ olher manor at Cuxham and wnt' rather cOI1\"clllional; they werc no mort' 
illlensin" than thosc on the \\'inchcslcr deOlt'SIll'S. At Il oIY\\l'lI. wheat \\a.., sown at 2 to 2.) 
bushels pCI' acre and harlc) at 3.5 to .... bushels, fomparah ll', for example, \\ ith the ratcs at 
Islip in thc 1350s \,here \\heal \\i1S sown al 3 bushels ~lI1d barley, dredg(' and oats at ~ 
bu.,hd ..... \dmiw'dl). ratc., on some: manors in Oxfordshire in the lale 13th century had b('el1 
mUl"h lown: al CI1l'fkendon in 1272 81 and ('spcciall) al \\atiinglon in 1296 I. wh('l"(' 
\dWill , .. as SO\\11 at only 1.85 bushds. maslin at 1.7, barlq at 2.2, drcdgc at 2.7 and oat ... at 
2 . .1. By mOSt )ardstick. .... howe\·cr. the ralCS at Iiolywcll \\nt.' (ol1\('ntional. Aor werc sced
yi('ld raLiDS rrom Holywcll any higher 011 an'rage than issllcs from other Oxfordshin' 
dt.'ml'sncs, although ()seney abbey ... et.'ms lO ha\'e bccol11c anu"Itomcd 10 threefold yields on 
ib "mall d("mesncs, pt'fhaps exp('ctin~ no mon' dum this targ-t'l lTfJP01lflOI from its mal10rial 
ofli("i~lls T .. '\ble \ '1). The important difference thus secms 10 h .. l\"(' been the relalionship of 
ii o l), .. cll LO the market and some in\,cstmclll in labour resources, but not any gn'ilt 
mO\'cmenl illlo radically improvcd husbandry. 

By contrast, small dcmesnes, such as some of thosc of OS(,l1cy abbey and Bicestcr priory, 
bt.'camc locked in a cycle of depri\'alion, unable to increase labour inputs and thus unable (0 

111 '·h(" artual"ntri(" fClr manurin~ an' (ilt·o in PO,llt· .... np. cit. IUllt" 19. For th(' impli('ation of (artin~ out of thc' 
borough: Fl dt ty.J. t,.d ((tp'i, dt diuml., /w'lIImbw ttillt OHm' 1m) ((11«1;1 domini (II I(Klllll adfimum conandum t.llra ,til/am. 
I-IH' I alt· for da~'\\OII.. I"r ~prt"adin~ muck \\ d" '2 J. in I :Hq Hl, 1d. in 1':11<1 ')0 and 3 .d. in 13.')0 1, 

I () Colc-man • . ''o<)uIJ.ltJlI/,u,,1 BroJ:ogt BooJ. I lIJ 1-1-1-1 '1 \nl, ~()uth.;unpt(lll RI·t, \oc:. i\" and \-j ,/HJlUm. 
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IIHTeaM' production for the market I Ill' largest d('m{'~rH·s were, cOl1\'rr~el), possibl) 
l'n>;narcd in complacenty bt'causc of a Ili.lturally recurring surplus product, ' rile producli\'ity 
of O,rord~hir(' demesnes \\",'" thus inllut'l1cl'd by it [ompirx interanlOn of \'ariable~, 
J>ilrtinrlarh the ,iLt' and ,trllcture of til(' dnllt"Ilt':"J, but also the proximity to markeb. lilt" 
,111.111 dt'lT1nnt"~. partl~ b('C.lU'c.: tht,\ \HTt' do ... t, to k~,t'r m.ukt,t .. , but mainly IXTauliit' of ltwir 
lack of (:ash, \\{'ft' nen'r in a pOSl(iol1 10 inn'st ht·.n-ily in production, Holywell was 
fortuitousl, placed adjan'nt to <\ lan~(' UriMI1 markct and had tht' wider f(· ... oun.t·s of .\terton 
C()lIl'l.~t· to enable thl' critical input 01 IT:-.UUHTS ill 1296 which ,~erll'l'ilu'd a sustained 
produrti\ity. _\g-rinrltuft' in Oxforcbhin' remained. IWH'rtheless. in a (,OI1\'('IHional 
fj',IIT1('\\ork, rhe impron.'l1lt'nt:-. introdu('t'd in some n'Kioll~ of ("ast("rn Englanel in 1't',",POIl'l' 

to a clt-maTld-led CCOllomy \\('1'(' nOl emulated in O,fordshil'(" not ('\'('11 011 til(' larg-t'~t 
dl'mt'~IH's nor on tho ... l' medium-sized c1l'I11l'SI1('S like Holy,\('1I , .. here- mO\'l'IlH'111 \\as maclt, 
to\'\arcis :-.ati"f)'in~ lhe dl'l11and~ of an urhan markt't. 
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