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SL;~I~I"R\ 

In 1988 Iht Oiford . Irehatological Cnil undirlook an tt'illualion qf apprO\lmalt1y II htelam 01 • VtU' 
Planlalion. Tubney, III advanet qf a plannlllg applicalion ~v Hills Aggrtgalts Ltd Jar sand txlraclion . 
• l/rsolilhic flinl and palltry ranging III dolt Jrom lalt. \,olilhic 10 posl-mtditral u·tTt rtcovtTld. ThIS U'l/S 

Jallowtd, in Ftbruary and Ma), 1991, ~v more dtlailtd ",~sllgalion qf two dolSt conctnlralions qf flinl III 

Iht E qf Iht arta and a mort disptrStd scali" '" Iht . \: I'rrliminal)' ",ark suggtsltd Ihallht silt ",as a lalt 
,lltsoltthic IlUnling camp' bUIJl/1I analysis qf Iht dolo has ltd'" rtinlUprt"'lion and il is now btlitt'td thai 
1M maJon!J qf lilt malttial is tarlv Mtsolithic in dolt and rtfkcu a mort vamd rangt qf acli,·ilits. 

This rtporl dtscnb" tht txcavalion mtlhodology tmpl'!Ytd, rtparts on Iht finds in dtlail and discuJJts Iht 
local alld rtgional ngnificanct qf tht flinl asstmblagt. Tnt finds and tht archivt will bt d,posiltd willi lilt 
Ashmoltan .\Iustum, Oiford. 

Ir-TRO!)L'G IIO;>; (Figures I and 2) 

T he sile is localed al Ihe :'< end or Ihe parish or Frfield and Tubney al P 449008 wilhin 
Tubney New Pia Illation, a largely coniferous wood planted this century. The land is 

owned by ~ I agdalcn College, Oxrord. It lies on Ihe Corallian ridge at a heighl or c. 95 m 
00, overlooking Ihe Thames Valley 10 the W. The Corallian around Tubney is composed or 
ycllo\' .. ', \\hitc and buff sands overlying iimeslol1e.2 The sands are the decalcified remnant of 
calcareous sandstones and are lip to 10 m thick in New Plantation.] 

The parish is bounded by tributaries or Ihe River 0 k, the Osse Brooke 10 Ihe W and S 
and Freya's Dyke 10 Ihe E. The River Thames is a linle over 2 km 10 the :'<\\'. A high ridge 
bctwcrn 95 and 96 m OD runs across lhe northern part of the sile, the ground slopes genLly 
down 10 (. 92 m 00 in Ihe S. 

\RCII,\EOLOGICAI. MCKGROV;>;!) 

l\lcsolithic, Neolithic and Bronze I\ ge flinl\ .... ork has been re orded along the length of the 
Corallian Ridge:' This material has been main ly recovered by ficidwalking and as stray 

I C,~I. li t,)" 'F)'fit'ld and 'Iubnc)" '!'ubncy New Plantation', South ,'lld/andJ Arc!ultolog'1 C8A 9, xxii (1992).48. 
2 J. Pringle, TM Gtolog'! ifJJIt Country Around Oiford (2nd ('dn. 1926). ~lel1loirs of the Geological Surycy England. 

Explanation ofSpeciai Oxford Sheet,iS. 
S J. Pringle, op. cit. nOle 2, 45; Hills Aggregates Borehole- inforrnalion . 
• II Cast', ' ~Ic)olithic Finds in the O~rord Area'. Ol:on;nu;o, xviilx\ iii) 9521 1953:' 1 13; H. Ca e, ' i"h(' 

~le501ilhic and ;'\'rolilhi( in thr O""ford Rrgion" in G_ Bri~w.s et aL (rdJ." tht ArcluJLolflg'1 ojtJu O"Jimi Rtgwn '1986), 
18 37: R_ Hol'f.ut', 71u . \ioiitJI/( &ulrmmt ojllll 7homn &uin Briti~h . \rchaeological Rrports Brit. ('r. 194, 1988) 
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finds. Scycral multi-period :-it'allt'n, ha\t bl't·1t found near ~l'\\ Plantation, [or example at 

Parsonage ;\Ioor, Cothill.' Hitch Copse, Cothill,' and around Tubne) "Ianor Farm. In 
1936 Leslie Crimell inspl'cled the area of :'\c,\- Plantation and reported that '\..-orked flint ... a 
? pi~m) industry} aft' to bt, found on open ~round immediately "".8 Important 
('lwirOnmclllal ('\"idrnCl' for the Pn'-Bofeal LO lht·\t1antir pniod (t. 10000 6500 HP ha", 
bcen recorded from pollen srqut'nccs at COlhill Ft'n, only 2 km SE of the sitc. tI 

('he Victoria County History of Berkshire rl'corcls twO Bronze Age barm' .... s on the sitc; 
(Jill' possibly IC\"('lIed around IR72.10 Confusion surrounds the possible loration of thest' 
barrows. Rocquc's 1761 map of Btrk ... hin' illustraH:s .1 sin~le LUmulus :\E of the Qlll' mapp('d 
b) the Ordnance Sun:('y, though as a preriSl' location this should be Lreated (autioll',l) 
bt'cau"iC' of Ihe ~mall scale of Ihe map, I L"iIJtt" l11ap~ belonging 10 ~fagdalcn Call('Kt' .mel 
('arly edition~ of thl' OS shcets also record only one barrow, in the same position .. lS that 
marked on th(' mad('rn OS map,l:l A 19th-cemury nQ[{' r{'cords a tumulus in lht, northern 
part of the wood 'in the \'icinilY of the old church '.1'\ Grinscll also only nOles one barrow; in 
i.\ field inspection in 1936 he records 'a slight rist' in the ground' 25 m SE of tht' lociltion on 
the modern OS map. I I 

Roman and medieval material has been f()Und in and around .\'c\,.. Plantation. l .) Thert' is 
ilmple evidencc for Roman oCfupalioll to the S, for example around Frilford, and the 
Oxfordshire pottrry kilns 10 the E.lb The mcciit'val sl'ulement of Tubncy was origin.tll) 
n'ntred around Tubney ~tanor Farm and tht, I11cdic\·al churchyard abuts the "tit(" to the 
;.;W. ~lediC\al ani"ity " \\ell attl'sled in lht' art'<\. 

The Rocque map and early ~leH;~dalcn Colle~l" l'SleHl' mapsl'~ show that the arc-a of lhl' 
t"xc\\ation was mostly hcalh in lhe post-m('dit\'~\1 pcriod. However, land use recorded on an 
accompanying document to tht" 18·tl enclosure map c;hO\\, the area around the barrow a\ an 
arable field. The rest of the area, lhe ;';orth IIrath. "as paSlure at that time but by lhe 1887 
('slatC' map it too hi.ld bC'('n cOIw('rtcd lO arabic. ~Iaps abo indicate lhat Slone quarrying took 
place in the ~ of the area. The :\'ew Plamation was plantrd in thC' early part of this crntury. 

Oxford~hir(' S.\I R. PR:\ 12n. fiddwalkillR; nlllduUt·d h~ til(> \bingdon. \r('h.1colo~kal Soril'l\ in L>t't (,!nhC"! 
1C18.1 . .\tt"solilhil· tel 8rOl\l.t·\~(' Oinh\Ork rt'("on-n'd. 

\1 Robt·rt~, lfilth (. 'IN, .\/uulwn. In .ll(na(1)/uguoJ '1ItJln/ml, I hlurel \n·hJ.t'ulogil·aJ L·nil \1.1I1U\c·ripl Rq)flrl 
ItiKH. 

1'"\1 L'ndr-rhill. ·:\OIC· un Rrct·m \ntiquari'lIl Di",·n\tTic' in lkrl,hin III' i3nJ..,hm Inh4tOItJttlal}0I11na/ 
,li,IQU),5K. 

1. \ ' Grinst"lI •. \11 .\nah ~ and lj~t of tilt' Bt·rk~hirt· n.lI w\\ P.m I \ddt'l1da' BnkJ .. ITlJuvol.}nL , xl 1<1-«> "21 
\1, Ruhimun and 8 \\·il .. ol1. '_\ SUl"\q oi LmimnnwlH.!.l \nllac·ololO in tilt' South .\Iidlalld ,in 1-1,(' \1 

"('('In rd . • EntJtwn'f1U11llJJ Irfhuvl~l .• 1 RrgwlUlJ RrMtu lil/lm" JJ lIi,tnric Buildin~ and \Ionunwnt, COo\l111 1011 

lur Ln~I.llld OCl- Papa Ill). 1 I qK7 ,211 18; S. P l).I~, • PI,..;t'~I.u idl \C I(j·taliollal hblory of lh(" O'fnrd rc·giCln·, \rot 
Pll)toi.119 1991,14'> 70. 

10 I Idona CO/,jn~) ""to~}I BnAsh/l(, i\ I q'll :3711. 
II John R(X'quC', .\/ap oj &r/"!hlfl' 176 I 
I Estat(" map!> ()f·I'uhnq 1767, lSI I & ISA7, \Iill{dalc-n (:c)lkgl' \r('hi\(" 
I Irt/wologualj(Jurnal. iii 11816, hq 
II I, \. Grin.'iell. op. (,it, Ilott"" 8, 21 

r .... o V,Ut'., (lr lat(' ROI1l,lII m.l!1uli\l,tuft,' .1IIt! ". grq \.I'it· nllltaining 3 .. 11("$' wert" found ill lllC" pari\h 01 
rubn('), lun.jn/. iii 18161, fl9 PR:\ Ib72l. Roman pOt\('ry and a brull.l.t' fibula "'ere JQund at SP HilI. \ppktnn 
PR:\ 16951 and Roman pott('r') "'J.~ fouud.!.l SP HOI. \pplrton PR't Ib86, \It"die\"al pottt"r') founcl al Tuhnn 
~1.mor Farm. l.'\1 l'ndnhill. op. {"it, note 7 .. ')8. 

e Youn~, 'Tht' Vppt'r Th.ulIl'" \all('\ in th(· ROIll.tIl PC"li()d· in G Bri~ t"l al. ('ds., Th, IrrMt"CI/ol{) fd tnr 
Oyord Rf..t:/On 19Sh sa 63. 

J- Brookr~. r UbTW). Oxlim:bhirt·; ,\I('dinal alld ) .. ltn S(·ul.·11lt'nt', 0\01ll1'l11;a, xlix 198-1- 121 
' I G, BriR;1.!;'I ('I a1. ,('d" • fh, .lrdf(I",I~t r1 thr O~frml Rr;:wn 198hl, \8.1 88. 
1'10p. fit. not("'j 12& 13. 



N 

! 

-' 

1"'00 
"'oo 

\ \lESOI.II HIC SII L \1 ,1.1\ 1'1.\'n Il0' 5 

1" 5000 

KEY 

~ Evaluation trench 

Area of flint concentration 

Area not reassessed 

o 100 m ._-=-==---
nit. J. Silt" plan .-.ho"inl!; ICKalion or. \ n'i.\ \ and n, ('\alu.ltiuu trcncht",. Ih('itK-illion of the bamm as rt'coNkd I~ 

lht' Ordn.lnt"(' '·HIT'\(,~. and art'", \\hidl \\('rt' nOI n'a"~{' 'it'd. 

ill S I ORY OF ARCII \I.OI.OGIC.\1. PW I.S IIG.\IIO"- (Fig. 3) 

In 1988 the Oxford Archacolog-ica l L'nit undertook an C\i.IIU;llion of the ~C\\ Plantation on 
behalf of the de\'eloper, Hills ,\ ggregates Ltd, to assess the archaeological potential of the 
silt' and, in particular, the location and state of prC'scn"<-11ioll of the round barrow(s). The 
('\"aIUalion, which COHTCd c. II hectares, was sevcrely hampered by the tree (over and th(' 
position of lIH' trcn ches was, to so me ext('nt, dictated by this and by access rO lll('S 

lhrou~hoUl lhe wood. One lren("h wa."i also localed away rrom the main area, to the ~. The 
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trench lociltions an' shown in Fi'turr :t l)t,t~lib of tht' mc:thodolog) and the results of tht' 
e\·aluation I1M\ he found in the ilrchin'.w In summar) the e\'aluation re\"t~'aled 1\\0 S('.1I1("1'S 

of nint in Trenrhes I and 25 and a thin 'i("illlt'r of Oint to the:\ Trenchrs 15, 17 .. 18 and 20, . 
. \11 tht" nil1t "a'i rccoven'd from di!'>(urbed (OnU'Xb, ~lt'din·Lll ponel)- was al~o rt'coH'red 
from TrendH.'S 2, :J and 4, :"\0 t'videnn' \\as ({)und for a harm\\ mound. ditch or Lls ... ()("i.uc:d 
ft'atul"es, 

In February ilnd ~Ia) 1991 furtlwr \\ork \\as t"arried out at "t'\\ Plantation as"1 nmdilion 
of plannin~ rOllwnt This was concc:ntr.ul,d on ll1e s("atu'rs ideTltifit'd in the ('\ .llual1ol1 
.\n:as. \ and B .1S being of grrall'!'il ignilicL\T1(T. HO\\c\t:r. some \\ork was carried out in tlu

n'!'>t of tht' threau'ned area and (\"-0 funlwr (rrllches \\-cre t'xc<l\<llrd in an aurmpt to lucate 
the barrow. 

\IEIHOI) 

Lndergn)\\th ~lnd a layer of modern It-af-litter approximately 0,05 III thick \\-t'rt' 

m('chanit-ally stripped from \rcas .\ ,mel B, Find, n'c()vered in the e\aluation \H'ft' 

believed to han" come from dj~turb('d tont('xls and 11() archaeologkal features had hl·t'n 
observed, I"hcrefore, although some' work \\,1S conducted in the early stages of the projt'('l 
to look for In Hlu deposits 'see brio" , lht, main aim of the exci.wi.ltion was 10 [('('on'l" find'i 
by dry si('\'in,~ ... oil from test-pih, TIll' sandy nature of the soil lent itself well to thl'i 
e'{ereist', Both 1 () mm and 5 mm mesh sizes were used: the (oarser mesh to locaa' dusters 
of Oint \,,·ithin the o\'erall conc(,lltraliono; and the fincr mesh (0 [{'cO\·er as full a rangc of 
Oint types and ~izc as was practical within til(' time constraints. Smaller mesh siz('s \\cn' 
tried on thc sit(, but proved to be ('xtf<'mely timl'-consumin~ and not particularl\' 
rcwarding, Fin' JO-litre soil sampln Wl'l"{, also taken from .\rca .\ ,at SP ++82+/00662 for 
\\('t ')i{'\·ing through a 0.75 mm ml'Sh. It \\-·as hoped that mi("rodcbilagt> would 1)(' 
rrcm-ered, Il owl'H'r. although SOlnt' flillls wt'rt' recm"ered, the on'rall recovery r.Ht' did not 
difTer markedly rrom that of the dry sj('\"ing. 

rhe pit array was a ligned on tht' ~i.lIiOllill Grid. Thr stratcg)- adoptcd on both ,\ rcas .-\ 
and B was to d('lint' the areas of greatest flint dcmity b) sieving pits on a 5-m grid through it 

IO-mm mesh , Once concemrations had h('('n located, thrse areas w('re larg-eled by opcning
further tcst-pits \\ithin them and sit'\·il1~ through the 5-mm me~h size, Some test-pits \\ ith 
IO\-.:er Oint densities were subsf'quently n'-siewd throu~h a i-mm mesh in order to assess til\' 
quantitit,,, of material missed, Soil from 90.25 111- was sit'H'd throu~h 10-mm mesh ~lIld 'ioil 
from 58 m through 5 mm. Soil frul11 3.5 1112 was rr-sirq'd" i\ lthoug-h this method 
ulldoubu .. dly rl'sultt'd in the recovcry of dl(' greatest numbt'r of nints. it did not I:ttilitatl' 
statistical analysis of the results. Finds werr st'lJaralcd by layt'r and by 0.10-m spits \\ ithin 
l'aeh lay('r. 

Area A was apPlm.im,ud)· 2~}() m and ~T1Hrf"cI nn SI' 11830/00bbO.\ Iran,c'( lUI' 10 X 2 111- Il'~I-pil' un .t 10m 
~rid WitS rxc,t\.ued ,1-nd till' ~p()il was ~i{'\\'d throuJ.:h a 10 nun nll'dl \\('Ihod \, 'il.! X I m- u",t-pils 'JMu'd ,tt ') III 
,Ipan w('rf" .,I~() l·xtit\.ued and the ~pllil frl)lll IlwIII \\,1 ,iM-'t'd IhnJuJi!;h a 10 mm n1("~h (., ·' -hl" pUil fmm thl(T 
squan:-, {'xcit\,.lIed 1)\ \II'lhod C was later sic,\t"CJ through it j mm m{'sh Iu (h('( k ,Irldan r{'cm·el'\ L I-'lInlwl Inl 
piu, 1 X 2 m l \> ,Ind fJ X I m: 11 w('n' (':-0(",1\ ,lIrd .... it hill tlw ("onn'ntrations 101 <'It'd; th~ ~poil l"rom thn(' tnl"pit, 
W,I' $il'\"{'d Ihrough it.) mm m('sh. Method'! II ,lIld K "crt'" abandon{'d ;I .. ~ bt'in~ unpri\('\ical. 17 ninls ,,('rt"' rtTU\'c,rt'd 
,\nd th(') Ita\"("' I")('('n (Olll1t('<1 \ .. ith the- unslratific'd 1l1J.If'ri .. l. 

J R.A C:hJ.ml")('r~, ''\'('W Plantation, I'ublln, <hfiml,hirt· \rdtJ.{'ulogiLti \~'('~'mf'nt" Oxrord ,\rfh.woln1(i(-.li 
Lnil ~Ianu'l.ripi RC'port JIJ88J 
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.\ <iimilar dpproach ,"ill! adopted in AUG B. An area of (. 1350 m- (rntred on SP H730/00775 was examined. 
125 showl·lest pih c. 0.3 m1 on a sla~~ered 5 m grid \\('re ("x{av.lted i\lethod H ; spoil was sieved through a 
10 mm m('sh. The spoiJ from st." square's of H was rt'·sit'H'd throu~h a.) mm m('!;h to check artefact recO\"try J . 
In addition 36 X I m1 tcst-pits "ere exc;l\'ated where flint demity hali hi'th. The !.poil from thest' te~t-pib wa~ 
ie'\"ed lhrou~h a 5 mm mesh 1 . )Iethod G was abandont'd. $('\('!l mnLS \H'~ recovered which haVl~ bt-t"n count{'d 

with the un~lratifit'd matl-rial 

\\'ithin .. \rea ,\ , an area ISO 111 2 was hand-cleaned and artefacts reem'ereel from the surface 
in order lO locale a possible area of burning detccted in the evaluation. This was 
discontinued, in consultation with the County Archaeologist, as it became clear that the 
discolouralion observed \vas a resuh of magnesium staining and that the flints were not in 
I'ilu. The exercise dearly demonstrated the widespread pre-senct of tree·throw holes beneath 
the disturbed ground surface and confirmed the evaluation conclusion thal the survival of 
small, subsoil fealUres would be extremely unlikely. Ini tially some of the sievcd pits within 
Area A were excavated 2 m x 2 m and on a transect (l\lelhod A), partly LO check for possible 
features, but this, too, was abandoned when the full extent of tree disturbance was 
appreciatcd. 
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Fi~_ I. D{,llSity or"truck Oil1l per m l rrom tt'~t-pits ~pact'd at 20 m, \\llh comparable densities calculated for £\r("a~ 
.\ and 8 
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It bf'came apparellllhal, because of the difficulties of spacing the evaluation trenches and 
the problems of reco\'(:"rin.~ small Oinls from machine du~ holes, the evaluation mighL not 
han: identified all ninl scallr-rs in the area. After (fCC fclling, the remaining' an'a und("r 
threat ,,'as therefore reassessed using ShOH'l H'st-pits 0.3 m2~ on a 20-m grid ,~ I("lhod Z I, 

inCilling to 10m where flints wcrr pn'scnt. Two hundred and thirty S('\'C'1l pits w("rt' 

l'XCa\aleci, 181 al 20-m spacing and 56 at 10 lTI. The soil was sieved lhrom.;h a 10-mm 
mesh. LJnforlunatrly, it was not possible to examine some .lfeas in the \\' of the Sill' because 
of timber piles and remaining tree.." ron,'r S('(' Fig. :~ . \\'hen' clusters of flints wen' 
ITeoH'red additional lest-pits 1m' were I..'xra\'ilu.'d, 9 in lotal. These test-pits \\-'('re sic:\'('d 
through <l 5-mm mesh Y). The r('suits of Ilw 20-m spaced pit~ have bc'en ploued. al()n~ 
\"ith calculatcd re~ults reproducing the same sparing and lest-pit size for .\re3S A and B\ ill 
order lO provide a more accurate comparison of ninl densilY over Ihe cmire den'lopnwnl 
art'a (set' ri~. 41. 

'1\ .. '0 trenchcs (100 and 200) \"'('I"e excavaled in i:\ fun her aucmpt to locatc lhe round 
barrm,,·(si. The) were both initially dug by machine and then hand-cleaned. ' I\\.o potcntial 
local ions \\cre cxamined. Trench 100, 18 III long, 2 111 wide and 1.3 m deep. was positioned 
'Kross a low mound to the ~ of Area B. The mound \\oa ... O.j m thick and composed of layers 
of )<"110\\' and brown sand. II may IM\'C' be(,n formed by slone quarrying nearby or possihly 
h<1\,t, bcen pan of an old rabbit warren .. \ large Irc('-Ihro\\ hole was found in the rentl"(' of 
this trench. 

Trench 200 \\as 22 III long, I III \\ide and up to 0.9 111 dcep. The trenrh \\as located to 

tht' E of tlw por.;ition of the lUmulus mark('d on the OS Illtlp. The trenclw ... ('xr~\\""Hed in 
thi ... area in t'valuation had failed to re('OH'r all) ('\'idenct' for a barrow . .-\ number of tl"l'l'
throw holes were found in the (Tntrc of the trellch. :\0 archaeological f('attlres \\{'fl' 

ohsc1"'\'cd. 

\Rell \EOJ.()(;I( \L COYIEX I 

rhe Lipper th1"('e spits of soil (,,(faYall'l1 \\l'1"e lily{'n of mottled ycllQ\\ and bro\\1l sand, 
\\hirh were interpretcd as plou~hsoil. Brlo\\ Ihis, flint \\as recovned from IITC-lhr()\\ 
holes or from the surface of the n~Hural sand. Somt' IITe-thro\\ holes cut through till" 
ploughsoil \\ hilc others \\ere st'aled by it, implying sen'ral phases of cieanlnC(" an 
hypothcsis supported by the artefaCls r('tric\"('d and the docum<.'ntary c\'idcnct'. rhl" 
pottcry 1"('{'o\Tred Table 8 would "'lI.~g<""t that th(' initial clearance was at least prt'
Roman in dale. The concentration of Oint within lrel'-Lhrm\ holcs would (htl ... St'{,111 to 

haH' b{'en the result of post-depositional ani\'ity. rhe Oint scatter" a ... therefore not In lilll. 
although the condition of the mi.llerial and the sUI"\'i\'al of localized c1ustcr'i of Him "'Ul,.{gesl 
that it had not bren 1110\"('d \'Cr) far. 

11I111"ilS 

STRl-CK 11.1'\1 h~ PHILlPP.\ 13R.\DI.LY 

Introduction 

\ tolal or hoh I pi(,l"t's of slrut'k flint and Bfi picn· ... III' hurnt unwurkt'd flint "cre rel"ovl,rt'd li·om lht, 
an'a illH'stigaled. !"he wmpo ... ition or illt' as"(,ll1bl.t~(' is summari<.;eo in rablt' I. seicl'l('d .lrtd~l( to. ,11"(' 

illu'ilri.\l('d in Fi~. II 12 and descrilX'd in the catal()~uC' p. 22. ) 
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TABLE I: OVEIL\LE CO~IPOSITION 

'Flakes' = Flak('~ , blades and core ft'ju\-enation flakes 

A,," IrrtJ~. Com F/oh, ChipJ J/u-robuntIJ .\/urol/ths OIM Total Burnt Brokm 
Uasil Rtlouchtd 

,\ 13 10 1178 76~ 6 15 17 2033 539 1068 
B H 19 2205 18~1 29 19 30 4187 1018 2537 
Reas .. ('~smenl 5 I 113 86 I 3 243 57 130 
Evaluation & 3 8 163 19 + 4 201 21 125 
Unstratified 

Tolal 95 41 3689 2710 30 39 51 6664 1638 3860 

~r{efacl recOlJtry 

The methods employed are described in detail above, The two concCllIralions idemified from lh~ 
c\-a!uation were tesl·pitted and sieved through various mesh sizes. The rt'mainder of the area under 
lhrl'al \,,;a:) less extensively examined but both coarse and fine mf'sh sieves ,."ere used. The composition 
of the assrmblagc by mesh size and area sieved is summari!icd in Table 2. 

I.\BLE 2: CO~IPOSITION BY ~ILSH SIZL ,\ND \RE.\ SIEVED 

.lrl'Q \InA Jt.:f . btwl' I;' rd !rTtI_ C~nl ,w<. ('/UPI .\fumb/Ullll .lIuToWlu 0,,", ToIDI B_ B""" 
mm m Hastl 

ti '. 
M , . , '. Rtloucltld 

RIl. " RO. ~, 

.\ \ & (' 10 79 19'6.3 5( 1.7 2.l4 8-1 I 1.>(5.0,' 1(0.3, 8:2.6' 302 ., III 
D&F 5 22 23(1.-1 5.0.3 fin 52.7) 725·-I:J.fI .lln.) 15(0.9, 9(0.5.1 165-4 m 875 
E' 5 3 !il.7! 37\61.71 2213h.7! 60 19 36 

Sf-! III 11.25 5(1.0, 3(2.1 I02181.0} 8(6.3) 8:6.3i 126 15 11 
II 5 36 39(1.0, 10 .. 004 2087 j 1.81 1817115.1) 28(0.7) 19(0.5) 21:0.5! W27 998 2442 
V' 5 0.5 11,'10.7) 1.l(5.H·, In·71 27 5 Ih 

RtaSS~~~ Il)('"nt IZ! Ifl 21.33 1(2.0: 2(3.9) 1186.31 2(3.9; 2(3.9) " 7 29 
Y 5 9 4(2.1) 2·1.0) 99:5IJ" 8tU8) 1(0.5) I (OS: 1(0.5", 192 50 101 
LIS 311.7 6/4.111 IHi79.9i 21'11.7) 3( J.7j 3( 1.71 179 19 118 
E"'alualion 2'1.3· 1O(S7.f)· 1(2.2) [(2.2) 2!4.3j ,. 6 2. 

Towl 182.08 9, " ihWI 2710 36 39 5' 66M 1638 3860 , 
n··$it'''·in~ 

It can be seen that mesh size affected overall recovery rates. Intereslingly no microliths were recovered 
rrom the coarse mesh sicving and only rOllr .... ere rrom hand·rctrie\"ed samples, most comin~ rrom 5 
mm mesh sic,,·ing. Chips 'pieces with a ma.ximum dimension of 10 mm or lessj and microburins arc 
under-reprt"s("nted rrom the coarse mesh sie\'ing and hand-retrieved samples, for example th('" 
evaluation trenches. Where chips were recoHrC'd in quantity, in Areas .\ and S, they represt'"nt 
bet\\een ~3 and 45°0 or the material rrom the finC' mesh sieving in Contrast to only 5 6°'0 or tht' 
matcrial recovered by other means Table 2;. 

Distribution qf ,truekflint 

Two main concentrations offlint ,,,ere recovcred: I\rea A in the S\\' ct'"ntred on SP 4+830/00660 and a 
larger concentrat ion or flint in the N\\', Area B, centred on SP ~ 1730/00775. A more dispersed scatter 
was located to the:'\' centred on SP 41950/00930. The ov('rall composition oflhe nilll rrom these thrce 
areas is gencrally similar (see Table I ), although the- demit)' or the indi\idual concentrations varies. 
Thest' differencc,,> may be more apparent Ihan real, reflecting the- le..-el of work carried out. Thc 
majority of the assemblage is carly .\lesolithic in date .. .-\ transverse arrowhead Fig. 12, F22) was 
recon' red from SP 44930/00880. indicating the presence or some later ~eolilhic material (s("e below ). 
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Flints per eublC melt. 

015 

o 1535 

o 35-85 

o 65125 
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o --Scale I 2000 

100 m 

........... 

) . 
.-/ 

J"hr di ... trihution of tht' burnt u1l\\orkt'd !lint rnilwidn "lIh tht· 'ITu(:k flint di'lrilllltion. although 
hurnt Oint is 11"'" wmmon to the- X Fig. 6" 

\ppruxllll,-lld) 6S Gro of lht' a'!)(,l1lbla~(' \",lS r("(O\'fT('d rrom plough .. oil la)(·r. \ 11 lyP('" of art('fal't 
\\l'Tr dislributt'd through the 'oil profile, lor (·xarnplf'. hf'tl\i("r items ... ufh as (OTts and hurnt ull\\orkt-d 
flint IIfcurn'd in both ploughsoil hl\t"rs and tTt"{'·lhn)\\ holt' ... Smi\lIrr pint'" .. uch tiS (-hip" and 
Illiuoburin'i \\t'n' aKain dislribul('d throughout lht" ,oil pl'Ofiir. Somc> IC"SI·piIS had UlIllTlllrations of 
flint thrnughoul their profiles. The ':(,ftit-al difoolribulioll ,,!"tllt" lind!. comhjlll''' \\jth the' ''ilrtKllln' uflhe 
~()illO sUg'~('~t lhalliw "'GHler had b<"cll disturbed 1» plou~hing. 

Rnu' mnitrillll 

1'111' nint is ~ell('rally dark bro\\11 III colour, cherty indusiom were notcd and COrt'S hav<.' sometimes 
sh,ltI<"f('d 'llong internal lines of \\cakness, Some ('ure's art' !ilirly sm,,11 p('bbks whilst othe-rs, for 
ex.t111pl(' F I q, had oril{inaJly been much larger noduks, Cortt'"x is \\ hitt' or ~rey and rf<'qut'ntly ~tilincd 
I>rO\\l1. Cortic,iltion i ... \'arit'd, ancrac:ts rrom the ,>.UI1(, 1,lycr or .1 t("st-pit Orlt'll ("xhibit vcry c1inefl:nt 
('onif.1I10n, On(' or t\,O core~ have v('ry hea\.')' " .. hitt" ('ortiration, pcrhaps suggesting lhat lht'y carnt' 
ffOl1l (itt' Chalk. S.lIId glo .. :o.ing and ~dl()\\ "'lainiuK \H'n' "iso fluted on "on1(' pi('c(' .... nu- t'pper Chalk 
of tilt' Bnk.shin' OO\\1lS to lht' S i..s the most hkrh ,ourcr' for this matt' rial. Th(' nilll ma\' havt' (Om{' 
din:t tl) from th(' C:h,llk or tht' supnficial deposits ('''pping Iht' (:h'llk. 

J 

) 



A ~IESOLnHIC SITE AT NEW PL\NTATION 

N / ---
~ 

.............. 

/ • 0 -----0 
.............. 

'\ ,/ 
• 

/', • 

/ • 
'/0 

/ /' 
/' 

/ o· 0r.goo /' . ~ . 
\. o. 0 / ~o. 

o • 
o 0 

"" 
/ 

/ 
Ols1r!bulion 01 burnl llinl 

,; 
/ 

Flinls per cubic melte 

o 15 

,( ~ 
. . 

0 15-35 .... 
/ ~ 

.. . " 0 35·65 

~ / 0 65- 125 

'---' 0 125+ 

0 100 m -- ..... 
Scale 1:2000 

Fig. 6. Overall density or burlll mnt per m1 

Thr assemblage 

Debilage (Figs. 7 and 8) 
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~1ttrical analyses were not attempted as much of the material was burnt and/or broken (Table I). The 
com pi etc flakes and blades were dispersed horizontally across the site and vertically within the soil 
profile. The presence of some later flint" .. ·ork might have skewed any length/breadth ratio distributions 
produced. The \-isual distinction between flakes, blades and bladelets, together with an inspection of 
the material for technological information such as bult type, hammer mode and platform preparation, 
has allowed general trends to be l1Oled. Core typology is set out in Table 3. 

lABLE 3, CORE TYPOLOGY 

,Iua Singlt· Oppostd O/hiT Ttsttd SII'llt· Multi - Dis(oidal Fragmmwry/ Total 
pla!Jorm plaiform bladt nodult plaifurm plaiform flak, unrlllJsijiablt 
hfadt cort bladt cort cort flakt (OU flakt um CO" rort 

A 3 2 3 10 
8 4 I 9 3 19 
Rcasst"SSl1lellt I I 4 
E .... aluation & I 3 2 8 
L'mtratiricd 

Totllis 9 4 13 3 5 5 II 
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BI,let" ron· ... .trt' more rn'qut'lll ill ,\1"('<1 . \, corr~sp()ndill'!; 10 a ~Tt"Her proportion or blades and 
bladdel ... ,st't' lahkt. Flint~w()rking in , \1'("1\ B se("mo; 10 han 1)('("11 sligh tly mort" haphazard with 
({' ... Ied lIodu!I" rq>rt"'!("llting' approximately .17°0 of tht" cores ret"ov{'red. 

1.\IlLI . I II. \KES. BI.\D!.' ,," BI.\Il!.!.!TS 

I'M HIlA" Blad,1 mmMII.I wlal 

\ 111R Jii uu 115H 
Il 1i7K .'l~13 :llU 2181 
i{l",\ (""111("1\1 IIlI 31 'l 1:i7 
1.\ .!llIation & In b2 l.)b 
l"llstratified 

IU/Il/ 2170 J()611 

rill' UJlllplctt' ("oft· ... .ire fairh small pt"hhh"s, the tnc.'an (,Of(' \\l'ighl i ... '12 7 ~ and Ih(' mean 
maxlOlUrIl ciinl<"II<"lon is ~ 1.1 mm. Gent'rally the (or("s h.IH been eXIt'min'iy ,\orked. four are 
l"fllllph-I('h non·(ortical, 16 han ht't\\t'l'1l 1 2:,}°0 cOrln. un('r and only two han 1>(,1\\(,,(,11 26 .1010 0 

cont'x rnl1,tinmg:, ~Iilny or the ('ort':-' In Iht' :-.noml Gucgof) on I) han' \'('ry sm.dl areas or con!', 
rt'lll<linin,(, SOIlW would origina lly ha\'(' hef'n marginall) l.1rgrr than tilt,) an' now; 'it'vrral. 
hownl'r, must lim r been cOll!Sicirrabl) larger. This is atle~tt'd b) occasiollal nakcs and bladl'~ or 
gTt"i.tll'r kll~dl (iO 90 mill) Ih<ln <lny ~lIr\"i\'ing sca rs on tht' con's, The sizl' or SO IlW or tht' l'ore 
rt'ju\'('Il<ltioll nakt,s also implir<; tht' US(' of larger noduk~. SOIllf' incomplete scan Oil Ollt' or t\\O 

nut's \\\"1"( :W I ~ mm lon~. a~ain indicating considerabl(' \\orking down. \ nak(' r. 60 mm in 
kngth \\,IS ust'd .1' a blade core. tilt' n,lkt' itself must originalh han' been ~tnu:k from it \ar!.!;er 
noduk. 

Con" '\t'n' di.,('arded eithel" !H'('aU"e no furthel" u<;erul fl.lkf'S could be rt'moHd or Ill'cause of 
knapping .luic/("Ilts: unworkahle fa{',,' camf'd h~ SUtrt'''~I\'(' plunging or hingT fr.lcture<;, or 
irre~lIl<lritil" in tht' ra" Illatt'rial. 

Pbtrorm ('dgt' abrasion temb to b(' more common on bladl' con's Fig, 12. F I q Edge abrasion 
ITmo\"('~ Iht' m·iTh.1I1g<; caused by pn-'\'iouo.; remo\ill'i and 'itn'n~t1H'Il~ Iht' corr.:'l 

Flakt'~ and bbd('s from all Slil~c'S or the I"('ductioll 'i("quell("(' \H'rt' recorded. \\"holl\ mniraillakl'o.; are 
not common. ButI'. tend to be' plillnirorm or lillear~l and platf()rm abrasion "as notl'c! in hnth .\rca.s, 

Corn \\('1'1' rcjll'('natt'd by ('itlH'r n'tnm-inlo!; the dama~ed 01 lIImorkable- platf()rm (ore tablet or tilt' 
,mgk 01 plati()rtll C'd~c and (orf' fi.ICt, lil("(" or cdge I"eju\'cnation Oakes , Ed.~e reju\t'nation Oakes an' 
... Iightly mon° ('omlllon in ,\rea \. '1hn't' ITt'SIf"d nakf"s \\('1"(' n'rm'('rt'd, two from ,\n'.1 B ilnd 011(' from 
thl" rl"-il~ ... ('ssnH'llt of" thl' wholt' .In',1. Cn.,!.tt·d pirct"s <Hf' Ihe' product or initial ('on' prepi.lrtltioll. 
ahhough tht· nH'thod (.m be us('d at any \tagt' of tht, reduction process to corn'f1 iHTidl'Jlb of flaking 
... lIth i.\!. hinge fr.H'tllr{'s.'\ or the (Tt"'itt'd pie(('s n'co\·t'ITd on(' resulted rrom initial con' pr('paration 
<lnd 1\\0 frolll .\n'<\ B ,\er{' rrom reshaping lhe core ran'. 

Chips \HIT ft'cO\·C'H·d in ~om(' quantity rrom th(' rilH' IlH'!.h s ic\'ing I"allle 2 Ih(' majority 
arc incomplet(' mino-nakes or portions or iarKf'r pin("';. only appro,imat('ly HIO afe 
compic'Il'. '1ht· ('hips were conn'lltrated in Areas .\ and B. with a thin s(alt('r 10 thl" ,\, Thi !. 
di!.trihutioll 1.1I"g('h n·ne("ls more c"te'mi\t' s<lmplin~ or .\!"t'as ,\ and Band Ihc' ~n',II('1" lise of 
d finer 111(',h. 

1"11(' ("omplt"ll' dlips from two h'st-pits in ,\rea,\ and Ollt' tt'st·pit in .\rea B \\t'n' .lIlaIY'i("d in dt,tail. 
I"ift~-li\t' mmplt"te chips wt're recorded from tesl·pit.s 44B22/00662 and 11824/006bl in _\rea ,\, 58 
chip!. Wt'H' r('("ordl'd li'om It'st·pit ~171 ~/O()784 in ,\rea B. )'he' samplt"s oftompleh' ("hips are ~mall, 
ho\\en'r, complt'It, ("hips are dispcrsl'd spatially throughout the sitt', rill' only diagnostic chip" arf' cor(' 

R. "\.1 1i,1I tOil, IIrnK'Jlhu,:! IIrad f)oT\(1 lillumr 2: fait' l PfJfl H,II/roiJlhl( and F IT{ •. \I(w/lthu San I tj<j:! , :170. 
J 1 j:..il"f, to.LL IlIi/<1n and If Rc)( 11(', It;hi,lo/rt dt/a Pllff( ImlNt I Irrmmoffl£:u tl1frh1lo/n!!;1r I'IBO, 111,1. 
Bal tIIn, op, (il. nOl(' 11, 166, 
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front dllP", d •• , .. ilit-d a .. hil\"in~ 'If,tiRhl prnlilt·s, ,m.tU hUll, .lIld f('.llluTt"d t'd~e .74 Tlw~( "hip$ f('\uh 
'"rom the' ITnU)\ .11 111- ()\·t·rhan~ .. fnllil Iht' (on' platf(lnn. J Iw n'Il1.lindt·r (If tht· compktt· chip .. fnllll 

lilt" t' 1t''''·plI, .Ht' ~1'lltTillly faIH;hapl"d. Jnc'.ldth ht'ill~ lIwir m'l'llllUITl dimen .. ion, and tht·) aft" u"l .. tll~ 
1l1J1l-t'onir,li. ~li('ro-d('hilae;l,: \\<.1" nTo\lTc·d from {(·,t-pit HR2·I/OOhh2. 

RflIIlU-/'ff/ (Ompllf1f1lt 

I hir1\ -lIilll' mil rulilh ... 'UTt' ft'(Il\t"rt'd. tilt'lf lh .. lrihutllHl .... plotlt·cI ill III!::. q, Onh '\,{I minoti"l \\I-n' 

1IIlII1d ,n\.!) from tlH' ("onn'mr.Hillll" ill \Iras.\ .!lul B: unl' of th,'"'' \\as lI.und in tht' ",.tlu.ullln .11 SP 
II-OO/IHlBhO and III(' utht'f "as 1I'(II\I",,'d (hlling tht· n·-.t ... ~(· .. nll·m.tI SP -t5U40/(J()~J)(). \~,lin Ihi ... 
pill1l"rn 1Il,1} in part rt'ilt'Cl til(" "'''l11plinlt polit·). Thc' di'ilribuliun of microburin ... minulilh ... ,tlld Ihc' 
I\\() UIl\I\<lPIH'd minoburins and a p(l ... ,jhl~ unlillj~l1("d mit"l"olilh Fig. 12,1'151 illll'S! Iht' on-sill' 
1ll.111uLtCIlIIt' of miuolilhs. T\\("IH}-nillc' mil mliths wl'I"e ("ompil-t{· ('nough for ("Ias,ifh·,uinn. Ih(,ir 
I~ pOIOln i ... ",ulIllll,ui'wd in Table .1. 

I IIlIl .): \IICROI.J III TYPOI.()(;\ 

lira ( }h/"{t.ti b1l111lLd /IOUd / .. "1; blu.TJUd poml 'a ('" 11 I;wk / In-... /a" /, ~al 

I 4 " " I; 
R " " .?:! 
R",i,,,'''IIWllt I 
1.\ .llu.lllun I 
r, tal II II III 'ili 

\\'ilh lilt" nlt'IHjulI of 011(' ... caIt-IlI' Iri.III1.,:it- from . \11..';'1 B all of Iht· d,t ...... ifi"blt· minolilh .... IIT 
"'llllple' nhliqll"I~-hlulltl'd or l·d~l"·hlllntt·d pOillh Oil proximal tlllllc.llion... Thl' majorit~ of Ih,' 
hroken !'xampln .lrC· ").,0 probahh ... impk I~ pn. ()nl~ OIl(" mil mlil h ITtain .. ils hulh I·i~. I I. III . 
:-ti, lIlitmlilh ... h,\\I' .IIRillar~ Iril1llllin~. Ihi, fc';Hun' i ...... Ii~hlh IllOH' common on l'd1tt'-blulIll"Cl 
mlcrolilh... l n.lInpln: Fig. II. I l:l ;lnd 1 I 'J, rig. 11, 1"11 . It .tho o("('urs un 011(' obliquc'ly
hlllllit'd point liK. I I. F7 and t\\{) till! J.1<; ... ifi"hlt- minolitlh Including- rig_ 1"1. 11 :1 Four or lIu' 
~lX mil rnlHh ... \\illt aneillan trillllllilll!; IHTlIlft'd il1\I"I'.1 \. OIlC' \,~" from\tT;t II ,wei till" 

n·m.linin\.!; "X;JlIlplt- \\;.Is frolll tile' IT-.I ...... t· ..... I1WIlI. III .\1('.1 B ohliquel)-hllllllC'd poinh ,IIC' 
proportionally 11\01(' (ommOIl Hl.~j!1" of Ihl" tl.l ..... ifi;lbk '1<;~t'rn"laK(' " ... oppo<;('d 10 26.7 11 .. hom 
\n'" \; ('clgc··hlulltt·cI poinls an' 1lI.lr'{il1.i1I~ mon' n)lllmOIl in Ihis \n';j 011 ... 0 3ii. 1"" .1\ nppo\l'd 10 
·tL~lIn 

\hhoul!;h Ir,H{IIWIll,If\. Fl2. III ,lIId 1"1.) I"il!;'" II 12 an' lI"ITm\l'r IIMII.lill" n.unplc·. 17 ril!;. II 
.1IIe1 1ll;.1\ pnh.lp ... lx·l.ner in diut· II i ... I~' ...... il'lc- th.lI 1-"12. J·ll.lIId II:) .In· lilt" IIP~ orl.tn.~1'r mil I,Ililll .... 

IIII' ITIIHlt"h i ... 1.!(·Ill'rall~ dire:n .Ilthough thc're' i ... OIlC' n.tmp!c· \\ ilh inn-r ... ,· n'IOluh J Il!;. 12, 1'1") 
.lIlt! lhuT "ilh hi·dirtTlinnal n,d.c· .. r ....... ji)r n.lI11ph-, I il!;. 1'2. I') L Bi-din·niull.tlll.tkc· "".11"5 111.1\ 
iudi! .tlc· tlw IN- 01 .tll .u1\·il during llI.mlll.1t IUII-. 

\111 '\\"\\\llIIWr ,md C. Karlin, I"IiIHIIIII'" Ii-olll l'inITHnt". in (; III' (i . ...,il"\(·kim: .Uld \111 "\1"\\1/11111"1 

I·d II" 1/1 111/,1' a//'lint alld (.n"t )'IH7, H 'ilt 
Ihid, U 
C),lrk's l\po]ul/:i,.11 ,th"Ill(' I<)r mil .. "lilh t ].I",ilil .llillll h.l~ Iwt'l\ uwd hrn' J(,D. CI.lrk. l'hi ' !],h~ili( .uion (II ,I 

\1 il rolilhil 1111111("1' tile' i.lrtknOl'ldll 01 1I!IT .. II,1I1t ""uuolOgl(lil}rUUlQ/. !~I ]qi I . 12 71 

I IIi .. 11-.111111' III ,\llIillar~ lrilllCllill1! !;l1I b l IMr.IIh-JI·rl.1I ",Iwr ",,(1) \Ic· .. "lithic· ~ilt·~. j()f {",.lmpk Ih.ltl h,UIl, 
13l"1"bhill·.1 \\\I1II'r, ·Exc'.I\,uiom.\I IllI" \1.1J;(1'·C11O,i.1I1 ...,itn.1I Ih,lIlh;1l11. Ikrk,hin-. LII~I'lI1d. /'rili. /'uhLlI. '''f. 
",iii ]qh:r. 'iI:i, Fi~. i 1Hh .. U t. :,~, ,ml! hIl. Ipil\~ COlTlmon: 1'_\.\1 ",.!"t'f..! \\'llIer and (,\\ Duuhll·I".·\ 
\Jt- .. ulithil Sit,· fill Ipin~ CfIIllllHIII·. /,,,,, I'r,.h"i \"f. ",i IrJhi, Fil,;(, '2 nfl. It Ohliqu('h-hIUlItI·d poi Cit, .It 

O.lkh,IIII.\I'1. .1 'Ii~hl" tun ,itl". al\1I nhibil Ihi~ 1I.lil: \\.1 K,lIlkilH", \ \Inlllithk Chippinl,;( FlolIl .11 til(' \\,urc·n. 
()"khall~lT. "'Wlhol"lu·· Ilant~', Pr(l(./tdll,t. \"1. "iii )11'121, hg_1. 1111.1 

J I i ... in. (,"{""(Jnjuf {hi Dorriplilln oJ S/unt l' vLI iJ Ilh .,,~ lilt Rr/nrnlf 11111" I'p,pa/(UO/itltlf oj lht\f(/~JlIt"h. "\I'\\~lc-ttl"l 
Ill' l.ilhil II·IIIIUIIII~\. ""1)(Tial PuiJliralinll "\ullll,...r 1 1'171 21 
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On I) right microliths were compl~l(, enough for It'n~th, breadth and thilkllt's. to bt' measun·d 
:o.IX obliquely-blunted points. one (,dge-blunted point and the scalene:' lriangl<", fhe obliquel~

blullt("d point, ha\c a mean length of 38.2 mm, l1lC'an hrt"acllh of 9.9 mm and mc:an Lhickm",,, 01 
3.2 111 Ill. TIlt' edge-blunted point is slightly ~mall('r. knglh 32 mOl, breadth 7 mm and thidnrs'i 3.0 
mm. The- scal("ne trian~I(', Iypo)ogi(:ally laler. 1'1 II mOl in length, breadth 3.5 mill and has a 
thicknt"'s of 2.0 mill. Broken pit·us \\tTt.' measured for bn',ldth and thicknf'''i!' \\htrc: pos':Iiblf'; tlw 
results arC' gt'l1C'rally in lint' "ith the complete microiilh"i, hehH'C'n 3 mm and 13 mill broad and 2 
mm ,llId 3.5 mm thick. Elc\:C'1l fragm(:nta~ microlith ... arc rdatively narrow, Iwtw("en 3 mOl and n.j 

mm broad. Of the'lt' thre(" are obliquely -blunt('d puint . four art' ed~e-hlunlt'd point., and filur arc· 
undas.,ifit"d .. \mongst th(' unda .. ~ifiable and fnlgm("nl.tr} microlith'l, lips are I11ml ("()Inmon (!;IT 

' I "hI<- 6). 

l~\BU. ,,: I · R.'G~ I F.NI ,\RY IVI\CI.ASSIH\IlI.l'. WCROI.I I liS 

Tip 
6 

'\fwol 
I 

10101 
10 

Thirty-t\\() proxunaJ microbuflll!oo we.·rt" rcc.·oH'red IIw. ''I to be expected ~\"en the dominann· of 
"Imple.' obliqudy-blunted and f'dge-blulllf'd point .. III the a .... t·mblagt'. The majority of the microhunn.. 
are not('ht"d on the left-hand sidt', like eXdmple. Fig. 12,1"18; only t\\o exampit's have bet'n notdu'c! nn 
the right-hand side, like Fig. 12, n 7. rhi., ('orrf'spond'i to lht' classifit'd minolith~ (23 left-hand 
retouch, 6 right-hand retouch:" perhaps indicating right-h.lIlded knappen.2Cl 

Two miuoburins exhibited "itraight .,naps, indicating that they were mi.,hits. One milToburill. 
initially nott-hed on the left-hand side, has b("en \ub.,equ(,nth notched on thC' ri'tht-hand .,idt'. It IS 
likC'h- thai the.' initial notch failed to .. nap and a .. ("("ond aUt"mpt on the rijitht-hand .,ide WdS mack 
to produn the df'sired blank. There were t\\O unlini, h('d microburins, th('s(" are hoth notc:ht'd 
piecC''1 that have not been snapp('d 10 form the obliqut' truncation. One had heen broken during 
initial Ilot<:hing and the distal end of the other examplt" had broken befoT(' the minoburin could 
bc completed. The micro·burin f<tcet is still f"ctognisablt> on one obliquely-bluntl."d point, Fig. 11, 
1'6. 

Tlw silt· or lht' microburim va ric'S nmsid('rably (length 17 6111111). The meall breadth 17.3 mm' and 
thi('kn(''i_~ '2.3 mm! of lhe minoburil1'i comp.lres well \\ ith Ih(' l11('asured microlith clat'l suggt'sting that 
'itandarciised types of blank \H"rC' ("hosl."l1 for minolith malluf~I("lllr(' 

rwo Krukow .. ki microburill5 were ft'('O\,t'n'd; these' an: thC' r("sult ofnaking ;.tccid(·I1I" whe.'11 n'loliching. JU 

Both examplt"s ('xhibit retouch along ont" "id(" and .1 minohurin-lik(' facet on lhe \ t'mr.u fan:-. 
rhe.- other retollched fOflm pr('sellt are .~en('fally (·om,i.,u·nt with the dale of the Illajorit\ of till" 

i.ls"f'mhl.lgC'_ Ilowever, there art' all(' or two ("x("cptiom. Ih(" r("(()uched compont'm i!o. summari'ied in 
Tablf' 7 and plolled in Fi~. 10. 

L\RI.I. i· RIT()LTIII.I) IOR~IS 

1"4 .\fi£1'()llJJr \'.-rapn It. rrT \/, ..1mb ,I, &'(A"J TrflJl(tJltJ 7rfUlwttSt 

floAt PI«t tJrrruh,ad 

A 15 I II " II 22 7 1 " 1 
R('a~,cs'mH'll' I I 
E\'alualioll & I 1 ~ 

l·nstratified 
'[olal 19 10 ~O 

rh{· llO .. 1tinll of retouch has bf"("ll linkt'd If) 'halld('dllf' '. Harton. oJ>. ell. note" 21. 2:J-l 
".Irton, up. dt. note 21, 23-1. 

. \f, l( ,(/mvrJ!1\ /"/(1/ 
,r/muh 

·l~ 

10 :i:l 
I 

:; 

11 9'\ 
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Flake crapers and scrapers on the end of nakes or bladt'~ are both represented in the 
assemblage Fig. 12. F20 ). End and side scrapers are most rr('quem. simple end scrapers \\-ere also 
recovered. The majority of the blanks are rdativdy thick and st'H'ral examples retain some cortex. 
Retouch is usually direct, semi-abrupt; one end scraper i~ inversely retouched. craping angles 
vary bet\\cen 50° and 75°, ,\ retouch chip from a "icraper wa~ found in Area B in Area B at SP 
H735/00796. 

Two borers were recovered from Area B. One:- had bct'll made on tht" proximal end of bladc 
(,67 mm in length. The point was ",,'om. The othrr ('xampit" is on a nake. 

The microdenticulates11 (cnd to be made on blades and to have a slight I) concave longitudinal 
section. Th(>~e pieces are ofien non·cortical and blanks seem to have been chosen with $orne cart" Fig. 
12, F21 . The backed flakes do not seem to be characterised by .lIlY special type orblank. The r("touch 
i continuou!\ and serni·abrupt and occurs on one laleral edge; on(" backed flake has inveNe rClOuth. 
Both blades and flakes were used as blank·,. A single truncaled piece v,,'as recovered rrom Area A. It i!oo 
rormed by 'icmi·abrupt retouch obliquely truncating thc.- blade. ~o burins, heavy 10015 or axe 
sharpening flakes \'\-'ere round. 

The miscellaneous retouched pieces include rragmentary type'i or atypical examples which cannOt 
be classified, among them a possible langed flake. 

Some differences berween the twO areas (an tx- notcd. ~lic.:fOlilhs, microdenticulates and backed 
flakes are mort' rrequent in Afea A, while the relOut:hed a."'rmblage rrom ,\rea B is dominated hy 
scrapers and mistellancous retouched pieces (fa bIt' 7 . Interfstingly, proportionally morf' microburim 
were recovered in Area B where a slightly 10\\t'f percentage or finished microlith'! were round. Thi'! 
may simply IX' due to rt"co\er) methods, more finer me h si~ing ha\'ing been undf'ftaken in Art"a B. 
A transverse arro\'\-head Fig. 12" F22 was recove-red rrom SP 44-930 /00880 during the- reasses<;m("nt of 
the area undt'r threat. 

Dating 

The dominance or large, simple obliquely·bluntt'd and t"dgC'·blullled points would indie-ate an 
earlier ~f ("solithic date for the majority or tht" as ... emblage. ~ 1 C'i.ln measur('ments ror the Tubnt"y 
microliths ar(" in the same size range a'i those ror the early ~ l esolithic industries or Kelling 
Heath, Iping (Fitzhall) II , Greenham Dairy Fafm <wd That("ham II IAJ2 Some or the larger 
examples rrom Tubney (for example Fig. II, FI and F2) ;.tre virtually indistinguishable from 
obliquely·bluntt'd points rrom Oakhanger and Thatcham. H The smaller size or a minority or 
the microliths, for example F12. FI4 and F15. may point to a rathef later date ror some ortht" 
material,!t "hile the single scalene trian~l(" rig. 12, FIB is typologically later ~Iesolithi(" in 
datt".3s 

The transverse arro" head shO\\·s that SOllle latt" :\colithic flilllwork is present. This is confirmed by 
the late Neolithic palter} (s("c Barday below ). SOI11C or the srrapc~ may be post·~ l esolithic. as rna} 
the possible tang-ed flake and a discoidal nake core. The possibility that marC' of the flintwork rna) 
belong to a lolter date should nOt" thererore IX' ruled out. 

It \\as hOIX'd to date some Or tile burnt flint by lhermolumine-sct"nce datin~. ' Ho\\enr, after cart'fuJ 
consideration it \'\-as decided that the scattf'rs were tOO disturbed to justiry dating and that 5("\."("ral 
periods or a tivity are represented. 

)I .. \ hlddf or hl.lde-like blank, orten with a conc.itV(" profile, one- or fK'"("d...~ionally both lateral (>dgr~ ha\"(> lx"en 
conli'tuom.ly notched. 

1 ),1 W. I)itt and R.).I Jacobi. 'Some Aspc(;u of Change- in Flaked Slone Industries of the Me~olithic and 
Neolithic in Southern Brita.in'.journal of Archaroinguol ,YUl1(t. d 11979,. 166 70. 

n Pers. obs. 
1-i I'itls undJacobi, op. cit. nOtC 32, 169. 
n R.~I.Jll"Obi, 'Britain Inside and Ouuide ~te50lithic l·;uropc-'. J+or- Prtll;JI. SOc. xlii 1976).67 8-1 

We a.rt' gfatt'fuilO Profe~~or rite of the Re~earch Labofalor" for \f(hacolo'O and th(> Hi~tory of Aft. Oxford 
for di.scu~ inli!; the po sibililY ofTL da.tin~. 
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Ca/a/o,l!,lIf I!I il/Ultra/etf pieftj 

I.utrit art' (Irtl,-rnl ,I jj,lIo.... (.UI·~un, britl dry riplij)l1. londitillll. ~rid rtfrT('1l( (' and I01\("r. LH:-, kll-hand 
id. RIIS riI(JII-h.md $Id(' 

I 1 \Iinolith ()hli'luC'l,-hlunt('d IlIJlII!. \a\ li~hth (onil ,nrc!. 14 I :i/U07fH 1..t~(·r h. 

I '1. \ilt mlilh ()hli(jut'lv-hlunu-d ~lillt. R('('(,1Il clamaJ.t(, III RI f~. l .i~htl) {"()rtir;\u-d. 4-171 l/n0784 LI\t"r I, 

1 { \fic-mlilh Ohli'IUl-')-hlunt('d puillt Lilottnh lllrtitatnl 117 m/oo797 l.otH'1 5. 

II \1UTU ilh. ()hliqu h ·bluntc:d PUIIIL \I(-dium (l'llil.llion. I Htll /()(Ji>h 1 I .. t~l·r I. 

I S. ~IKrolilh. ()bllquc'l~ -bIUlllt-d ~)illl. ft'toU( Iwd RIIS. Small IMtl h 1,1. lint:>; 011 dOT ,II 1,ln-, R{,,(Tnt d.UlI"I(f' II) 

lHIS.I.i~lllh (Orli(at(-d. 4t7l4/(}07»1 L<1}nH. 

Fh Minolith. Ohliqut'ly-blunt('d point, tim' f(,touch nnur dU"1l must of l.HS, So.IJ> f'I('t'l .. isihll- lk.l\ily 
tortit.ltt"d. H71 V0078·1 Layef 5. 

n, ~Iitrolilh Ohliqut"jv-blunted pt)llH with alwillar\ relulI( h RH~. I.i~htly (·orti(atl'd. 117H/00774 l.ayer.l. 

1,8. \Iifrolilh, I".dKc'-bluntl'dpoint l.i~htl~ C"t)rtitatni, H711/00784 1 .. 1)('r 1 

PI. 'Iinolith Ldgr-hlunted point Bulb intact. \h·dium wrti("atioll, 117111()o;8·1 L.t\C'r :t 

I'l(). ~Iicrolith. Ldgt-blunted point. 11t-,,\ il~ wnil.uc'cI. Rc,{"(,nt d,lIn;:I't(' In RH~. +-I, 11/n0781 I..a'('f :l 

n 1. .\Iicrolith , l.d~('-blunted point, rrltlUd-ltd .llfll11t mmt of RH",. \"C'r~ Ji~hth (Unit,lIt'd, H8'lb/Ullhld-) 
1..1)('f'1, 

I I'!. \Iit mlith. l",d~c'-blul111"d point \\ Ilh .1Ilciliaq It·IOW h. \Jt-dium t 11ft it <llioli. 1.f8:1.,)/OOh7'l1 ... Hl'r I 

1·1:1. \llcrolith. Ld~l'-hlunt('d point, "ilh ,lIldJlan rNOlit h, \It'dium ("flnK.llion, IStHu/on'I,')III .. l\t"T I 

111 \lj(·mlith . Ld'l:('-hlumrd l)Oint. Hidin·(tiol1oll n.lkill't. \1I("illan n·tuuth RHS. ~kdium to hea" mrtll.IIH)f\ 
1171 )1(,)0784 I .. "('r 8. 

1'1 ,) 'I i("lCllith Broken? durin,lt lll.lnut.H·tUrt· \hrupt rt'tmuh J.II~, RHS im("f'l'1\ n'tou(llt'd, ~ll'diulll 
{oni(·.Hiol1. HR'l2/00b62 Layer I, 

I Iii. ~Ii("mlith, BUflll, S("all'!H'lriilllgl(' 1171:U()07HI I.ayrr.i. 

FI7 \Iicroburlll. l'fI)'(imal notth RII~ \t'ry lightl) (urtit'all·d 11711/n071H I..\\'("r 6. 

I'IA. \li<'mburin. Proximalnoldl I.II~. Ilra,'iI, ("()f(i(.urd.IIH5I(KJ76;1 Llyn I 

"1 q Oppmed pl.uf()rm blad(' (-un' 1'lillti)fTll ('dgl' .1I)I.ukd. Sonll" t Iwrty illdmion~ l .i~ht to Ilwdium t tin it .111011. 
117IS/007811.a\t'fo. 

120, 1~l1d ",."raper, Burnt. Steeph n'ttlutlll'd htl 7.') 1,1J.{lnh ("Unit.Hc'd, 1171 S/nO,HI l.d\rr I 

1:11 ~h("f.,dC"ll1inilat(' ~1inulr dl'llli("ulatinns uuur .dulI't pilrt of 1.I1~ and mo~tl)l RII~ Li~hth tOr1iCdll'd 
IIH:ln/()(){,ti:lI .. l\("f i 

I'll i"r.m" 1'f'iC" .lrrm,hc·.td. R('celll d.lIn.I~(' j() primM' ('(I~l'. an',1 or 111'.1" t"l)ni(.ui()11 Oil dOh,l1 r:.u t' ! n.I"(' ~tr\l( " 
II tllll .m old IHKluk Ilq:10/OOHH(I l .anT 2 

PC) I I LRY 

/.ale.\ eo/ilhir pOlin/by .\LlSI.\lR H.IRCLI\" 

J)nmplwn 

~ix Sl\(,fd~ of 1.1lI· :\'('olithi(' potten \\('re n'('O\l'r('d during till' C'X(<1\·.UiUIl', \ rim rra~nt'lII PI , rrom •• In:'l'-thnl\\, 
holl' w.'\ in it h,'un nlllditiollthan lilt' ntht'r ,h('rds whidl ",'rr rc'n" ("[('d hnm til(' plouj(h~fJjl 1.1~('f:J 

1)1 li ~. 12), IIR'l:i /OOGS7 1.1\1"1 :1,"\0 joinill,l( ~1\t"lds from .1 dc'wrah'd, intt'fnall} bnC'iJl'd rim. (iH)U\I·d 
d~'('uritti()n ronm " Ilt"rrin~bollt· motif !"II(' brc'ak and d.1mil~(, .m' frnh. Folhric: (;Q Soh r"brit 'oIoith I'tllllmOn 
10 1:,°0 SUh-.UIj(uIM 'trtx( and qu.lrtl ,.\I1d. L'I(I: fl'cldi,h hn)\\n: ('; hl.1t ,,: Int ~ hla(". Condition: good 
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r-2. H730/00781 layer 3. A rra~menl from a _) I;)('vdled rim. Fabric (;Q Lxt: )ello"ish brown; G: black; lnt: 
)t:'lIo\\i"h brown. Condition: r<lir. 

I'hre-e rurther body siH'rds, in similar grog fabrics ullne from 44835/00657 layer 3 andH735/00775 layer 3. 
Onl' slu:'rd from -~ }835/00657 layer 3 was decorated" ith oblique parallel incis('d liUl'S. 

DU(IIUlOn 

rht' fabric. rim forms and d('(oration of PI 2 art' cOllsi<;tt'1ll with late "t'()lilhic Croow'd Waf(" in the L'pper 
rham('s Region and th£' rim, PI. has affinitie-s "ith tht' Durring-ton Walls 'iuh-\t)le of Groovc.-d \\'arl'." The 

remaiuing body ,herds are consistC'nt with lhis datl'_ Within U1(.' Upper Th.lInes Region Gr()()\ed Waf'(' in this sub
'ityl(' ha" bt'en excavatt'd at Thrupp farm, Rad1e~, ,B A~h\'ille, Abingdon, " Uartlm Court Farm, \bingdoll, tll 
Dicicol H and Stanton Harcourt. 11 

rllt, Grooved Ware pOllcry tradition bdon"s tn th(' middl(' of lhe 3rd millennium cal Be. Within the Upper 
fham('s Rc~ion lh(' ani) iI"lil<lhle ItC determinatioIH are associated with tilt' Woodland~ rather than the 
I)urrin~on Walls suirslvle. 

lroll .Igt and later polin)' b~ PIIILlPP.\ BR. \DLLY" 

Approxim,!I('ly 550 $I1("rd'l 01 latt'r pottery v.-('Tt' n'cO\ercd (Tabk 8), MallY (If the ~herd" are \el') '>111<1.11 and 
abr,lded; dating is therefore dimwit. There wer(' a rl'W middle to laiC Iron Al{e ~1H'rds. ~ tOSI of the Roman sherds 
ill"(' 1't'c!uC'{'d coarse wares "hid, are nOl close!) datable. Distinctive lat(' Roman material. howen-r, 'I('cms \0 be 
lackinl(. Th(' me-die-\'aljlOtlt'ry i~ mainl> 12th and I:hh ct'mury in date. 

I \RI.E 8, POrieRY 

IAlt \ rolithj( Roman Mttlit:val Posl-mrdirml h/dtlnmmalt: 'fQUlI 

22 102 283 129 12 .\51 

S~I.\LI. FI~DS by Pl-IIl.IP!',' BR.\DLEY 

.\ number of small finds v.t're- rc'(:Overed, ThesC' wt'rr relati\'d) undi;1~JlOSlir I"blc 9,. Tht' m.t.jorit), (';1Illt' from 
plough$Oil la)crs, .\ l>osHn('diC"\,,1 (\ate would not ~ out of place for at least ,om<> of lhis m,\terial. Tht' windo" 
came may be medieval in dat£'. Cia" pipe fraglTu,:nts ilnd post-medieval glass \\('rt' also r('con'red in "011l(' (IU<Ullity. 
The most nOlable small find is <In Llizaocth I (1558 J(i03) sih-er penny (S F 8150)." The Illim mark. is ilkgihlr and 
therefore the dale i'l ullccrtain, 

H 1.11. LOIlg'A'onh, 'Th(' ~eolithic POllcry', in GJ, Wainwright and I II I.on~worth , f)urriTI.(lon lJall.5 
Fwa/al;oTu 1966 1968, Rcports or tht' Research Commiltl'e of the Societ)· of Antiquaries of 1.0lldo1l no. xxix 
(1971. 

8 R. Thomas andJ. \\'illli~ 'Rl'tI:m Work on Neolithk and Early BronF.t' ARC Sitc" in the Abingdon Arc,,', CBA 
9.\'tU'fJtlltr, 12 (1982),181. 

''J C. 8'1Ikwill, 'Appt'ndix I: A Pit with GroO\(·d Wart' from Abingdon', ill M. Parringloll, Thl Extatoallon o/al/lron 
,Igt' St:ult:mnll al.'bh;:illt Tradin~ h l/alt, , Iblngdun (Oifardshtrt) 1974 76 (OAU Report I, C ljA Rt'~('arch Rt-pOrl 28, 
1978).31 3. 

tu .\. \\'.R \\'hiIlJe. 'Th(" '\colithic Finds', in D. ~Iil(', (cd.,. ArduJLOJo.(J' al Barton COllrt Farm. Oxon OAU Report 3, 
eSA Rescarch Report 50, 1986) 3:.\11 

" AJ. Barclay 'Tht' Prchistoric POttC"r)'" in .\. Hoyll" and A. ~Iudcl, , In AII/{Io·,)a),'on r.mrt:lt:r)' at l)jdeol, O:iford;hirt 
"forthcomin~). 

n R. Cleal, 'The Earli('r I'n'hislOric Pottt'ry', in I. Allen, F. Healy and C. I.ambrick, (;rat:tlly (;~J1, Stmllof/ 
Ilauollrt, Oifordshirt (in prep.), N. "I homas, 'Excavations at Vicarage Ficld, Stanton Han'oun, 1951', Oxon;m.ria, xx 
1955,. I 29. 

t We arc gralcfulto Paul Booth OAC) for idcmifpng th(" Iron A~(' and hH(,( pOIl('ry. 
H We art' g-ralcfullo ~id101a.\ ~Ia) he" .. fOT identifying tht' coin, 
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J\BLE 9, S~IALL FI~D" 

Gn"J r~/trtru( ~Fnumb" Irun l!h}trt.1 Copprr alliJ.., objtrlJ l.Lad Qbjl(l$ Cum ob.Jrcl Othn 

H729/()071)'lI:l 78·17 fragmf'nt 
H735/()()775/ I 8150 silver 

Elinbelh J 
penny 

H730/(XJ781/1 Hl51 Slrip >;('rrated aJon~ Ollt" edJ,tt· 
H7 15!(Xl78-11 I 8152 ,-anridl{(' casing 
t-+720/()07851 I 81.'):1 hook from hook and f'~t' 

fastt"nin~ 
H7--1-5/00767.V3 81.'H nail rra~n('nt 
H720/0078.;/3 815.') nail rra~m('nt 
11755/00762/1 8156 shotgun 

cartridge 
LC/S 81.\ 7 boak slopprr 

... -4729/0079112 81.\8 nail fra~elll 
-I-f. 7 l,')JOO7i9/1 Kl59 nail 
-075510078112 8160 nail 
11735/n077512 8161 L·~hap{·d strip 
H 729/007971'1 8162 :2 l1dil~ 
H 7 15/IKI78+/2 8163 ~trip 
H900/OO820/1 8165 nail 
15000/009900/1 8166 nail 

150-40/00950 8167 "Indo,,, came 
4l7:iSln0770/1 81b8 nail frag;Jn<'1lI 

70tal 12 2 3 2 

DISCl,SIO:\ 

The pollen sequence eSlablishl'd al Cothill Fen, only 2 km SE of the sitc, providcs evidence 
for lhe vegetation of the Corallian ridge from the Pre-Boreal to the AtlaTllic period. Pollen 
from this site has recently been rc-investigated by Petra Day..J.~ During the Pre-Boreal the 
(ree pollen indicates an open woodland dominated by birch; willow and pine were also 
present. . \t around 9500 BP a rise in pine, hazel and elm pollen occurred, birch and wiUow 
declined, and by the second pan of the Boreal oak appeared. The main occupation(s) of the 
Tubney site would ha\'e fallen within this period. From about 8800 to 6850 BP oak and 
hazel incrt'ascd in imporlance ill the expense of pine and probably elm. At the end of this 
period lime and alder were also present. 

The area would have been eminently suitable for occupation, the resources of the 
woodlands, the fen margins and the ri\'crs providing a broad subsistence base. The site 
location on higher ground. O\'crlookin,1{ the Upper Thames Valley, \\'ould, in addition, have 
prO\-ided an cxcellent \'amagt' point. 

.\n unusual feature of the Cothill sequence. which has not been found in other 
contemporary Oxfordshire deposits, like that at Sidlings Copse, Shoto\'er, is the continuing 
prcst'llce of pine pollen to about 7700 BP. -\-f, Larg-e quanti lies of charcoal were also present in 
all cores from 8800 to 7700 BP, ceasing to occur al the saint' time as pine disappears from 
the pollen record, Day believ('s these l\vO C\'entS to be related; the late survival of pine being 
due to disruption of the canopy, probably the result of anthropogenic interferencc, which 

., S.P. Da}, op. dt. nou' 9, 4-15 70. 
Ibid. Hi.1. 
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reduced competition from morc shade-tolerant deciduous taxa. The charcoal could ha\'c 
been the result of forest clearance or nearby domestic fires. Forest clearance associated with 
~lesolilhic activity has been suggested elsewhere in Britain, for example Thatcham, 
Berkshire'" and Peacocks Farm, Cambridgeshire. ~8 It is, of course, impossible to infer a 
relationship between the COlhill pollen evidence and ~Iesolithic activity at Tubncy. The 
evidence from Cothill docs, however, prO\'ide an intriguing indication of the effects of 
~Iesolithic populations in the area. 

The majority or the flint assemblage is or early I\lesolithic character (i.e. likely to date 
rrom (. 9800 8500 BP) although there is at least some later I\lesolithie and Neolithic 
material (see above). 

The industries from Areas A and B both fall into l\lcllars' 'balanced' assemblage 
calcgory.1Q The proportions of scrapers from each area (Area Aj 4.l % of the essential lOol 
LOtal, Area B 18.4%) are lower than any of the assemblages so classed by him. Conversely, 
microdcnticulates arc rather more important, forming 33.3% (Area A) and 23.7% (Area B) 
of the essential tool total. 

~lellars found an association between overall assemblage composition, site location and 
funCtion. 'Balanced' assemblages are frequently found in river \'alley locations ahhough 
there ar(' some upland and coastal sites. These sites arc thought to have been occupied 
during the winter when various resources would ha\'e been available. These include shelter, 
herd animals such as red deer tending to congregate in these locations, and the availability 
of \\·inter fishing. \'egetation at these locations would have been relatively abundant too.~) 
The site at Tubney \\ould have been well placed lO take full ad\'antage of those resources 
and may represent a winter base camp. 

A range of functions were probably carried out on the site, as indicated by [he retouched 
component of the assemblage. ~licroliths and microburins have a coincident distribution, 
indicating in situ microlith manufaclUre. Until recently microliths were seen as an indication 
of the imporLance of hunting in the ~lesolithic. However, the function of microlilhs as 
projeClile armatures has been questioned; the predominance of microliths in an assemblage 
may not therefore simply equate with hunting. 51 Other activities possibly represented at 
Tubney arc hide preparation (scrapers, borers) and food preparation (microdenticulalcs, ? 
backed Oakes). The high proportions of microdcmiculatcs in the essential tool total may 
renect the importance of plant food processing to ~Iesolithic communities.52 

Although no evidence for burnt areas or fires was found in the excavations, the quantities 
of both burnt worked flint - nearly a quarter of the total (Table I) - and burnt unworked 
flint Fig. 6) suggests that fires were repeatedly lit on the site. Provided that the burning does 
not post-date the artefacts, this would in turn suggest repeated and/or extended occupation, 
rather than brief, task-specific episodes. The extent of the site, the overall quantity of 

• R.C. Scaire, 'Pollen analysis', in E Heal)" ~1. Healon and SJ, Lobb, '!-.xca .... ations at Thalcham, Berkshire', 
Prrx. PrthiJI.Wc. h"iii 1992;',67. 

H .\.C. Smith, A. \\'hillle, l::.W. Cloulman and L.A. J\lorgan, '~I("SOlilhic and Neolithic Activity and 
EmironmelHallmpact on the South-east Fen-edge in Cambrid~("~hir("', Proc. Prthist. &C. k 1989),23649. 

i'l I~ ~lrllars, 'S("lIiemcnt Patterns and Industrial \'ariability in the British "Ic~olithk', in G_ de G. Sievcking, 
I. Long-,vorth and K.E.. Wilson (cds.), Probltmj in Economic and SOrlal Af(hatolog~ 1976), 386. 

:ICl 1~ i\lrllars, op. cil. note 1-9. 391 L 
\1 R. Crace, 'The Us(" \\'ear', in F Healy, "I. Heaton and SJ. Lobb, 'Excavations at Thatcham, Berkshire', Prot. 

PrthiJt. Soc. 58 (19Q2:. 70;j. Dumonl, 'Star Carr: til(" results or a microwear study', in C. Bonsall ,cd.), Tilt .lffJolilhir 
In Europt r 1985), 231 oW. 

)2 The: imporlance orptant roods to humer·gathC'rers in tf'Tllj>t"ratC' latitudcs is widely rcporlcd, sec ror example. 
P'l\It'llar~. op. cit. note 49, and D.L Clarke, '~Iesolithic Europe: The Economic Basis', in G_ de G. SievckinR', 1.11 
\..oJ1g'o\orlh and K.E. \\·ilsonl,cds .. , Problmu In Economic QIUI SO<laUrchatology 19761. 
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matcrial, lhe range of implement types and the location of the siLe would all accord with 
this. The possibility of successive episodes of <lniyity is reinforced by typological and 
{{'chnological differences bel\veCn the (\vo areas. 

Early ~Iesolithic flint has been found along- the Corallian ridge at Shoto\'cr, ,roouon and 
Cumnar. ShoLOn'r has produced a fairly large assemblage, including obliqucly-blunt{'d 
points; the other sitcs are represented by stray finds. Further stray finds ha\'c been made at 
I.ambourn. East Garston and Fawley. \'\ ;'\Jculebcci, on the Chilterns, has also produced rarl) 
~I{'solilhic flint and may haH" been assofiatt'c1 with Oint collt-Cling. Obliquely-blunted points 
and he3\'y tools \vcrt" recon'red along with quanliLies of debitage. ~" Th(' carly M(~solithit' 
sites tend to occur on higher ground such as thc Corallian ridge or the Chiitcrns. The larger 
sites sUfh as Showver and Nelllcbt'd occupied similar locations to Tubney. 

'rhe latcr ~lesolithic and lat(' Neolithic compont'nts of the collection, while not 
quantifiable, arc undoubtedly much slighter. Subsequent activity is indicated by Roman and 
mrdie\'al polter)" which has been intcrpreted il') the result of manuring arable fields f"i'om 
adjacent contemporary setllements.'i:) Ploughing has undoubtedly disturbed the ~lesolilhic 
Oint scaucrs, though lhis docs not appear to ha\"(" completely dislocated thc original 
distribution pallerns. 

\( K"OIlIEDGDIE:\TS 

rhe' firld\\ork and post-exnn'atioll i.lIlalysis \\"('1'(' ('lHirt"l\ fund('d by Hills '\ggre~at('s Ltd , lilt' 
d("\e1ope.'r, for \ .. hich the Oxford Arch<l('ologi("al L'nit is v("ry gratl'f"ul. The landown('r">, ~Idg(hll("n 
College, kindly granted access to lheir land and to re.'cords held in Ihcir archives and han a~r('ed to 
Ill(' dC"posilion of the finds "ith the Ashmolean ~Ius('um. 

Tht" ass('<;smenl wa~ directcd by R .. \. Chanlbers O.\L\ Th(' firldwork wit<; dir(,cted by Gill He) 
(OAU) ,Ind supervi<;ed by ~Iark Robert!l OAl'); ~Ii.lrk Roberts also commel1lc.'d on an ('arli('r draf"t of 
the rt'"pon. Thanks are due to thc CXC3vaLOr<; of tht> O,\LJ who sho\\cd paliellc(' and perst'v("ran{"(.' in 
somelinw!I trying condilions on si le. 

TIll' illw .. lralions are lhe work of Gill Hak n\L" (Fi'{S. I 3 and II 12) and Bob \\'hileman (OAlT' 
(Fi~s. I 10). Nichola:. ~Iayhe\\ (Ashmolean ~11I<;(,U1l1 idt'lHifie-d the coin. Catherine L'nde.'rwood
K(,t'vill o.\L'~ ("Ommented on the small finds. 

We would like to thank Andrew Brown of Engli.,h I kril;lgt" and John Castleford of lht' Qual('rnaf) 
Rl'Seilre.·h Ce.'llll't', Oxford for rommellls and advin' during tht'" (OUI'se oflh(' exca\·ation. 

\Iison Roberts British .\luseul11 , Leslie' Cramm Reading ~Iusellm and Karoline Lt'.~t'I 
. \shmol('an ~lus('um 'l very kindly gaw ac("ess (0 thcir ~lrsolith ie.· nint collections. i\lison Robert,,> and 
Frances H('aly provided invaluable- advicc on asp('("{s of lilt' flint a""t'mblage. St('n~ Ford ad\'ised at .tn 
initial stage of analysis. We an' also gralt'ful to Petra Day for prO\'iding information on h("r pollell 
analysis and discussing thf" implie.'alions or the.' rC"'iuhs. 

'!hi, paper U'''-' {1ublillud u·ilh Ih, md qf a granl from lIi/iJ .lgliregalFJ Ltd. 

1 11. (.a~I', up. <it. note 4, lB. 
, . \ L. I\'ak(', :\ Caw Sit(, at :\'eukh('d, Smuh O ... liml,hirt· ', Pr1l(, Prthjj/. W<. FAll . 1f1!:lin, ii 1917 18), 71 80. 

c.;. Bri~~s t·t a.l.. op. (it. note I. 58 fd and I BS 8. 


