
Prehistoric Activity, Early Roman Building, 
Tenement Yards and Gardens behind Twickenham 

House, Abingdon 

based on contributions from PAL·1. BOOlH ~I.\l REE\ ~IEJ.1.0R . jOW'; C.\RILR. 
jACQl'ELI'E S~IITH,jOH' COOPER, .\LI',()\ G I.EIJH I 1.1. RO(,ER .\I"L1E,j L'I.J.\\; ~ll'\B\ , 

PHILIP POII'ELI., ROGER THO~IAS, jOH' I.IGH I FOOl. ~IIE'EKE COX. SAI.I.\' and 
CHRIS 0 .\ rLE\', BRI.\\; jO\E'> and others. 

Btakrr shad.; in a 'plou,f!,h JOil' and iroll-oR' occupation jta/urtJ prtctdtd JubsJanlial. btUn pUJtntd, 
taT!)' Roman floors. u:all fO/JIldalioflJ. and grout hl)'trJ pTobab~}' oj a (ou'~)'ard. Ear!}' mtditl'ol u'oll 
robbin,!!,. pit di,l!,ging alld domestic rtjuJe dumpin,!!, U'OI jollou·td ~)I a prtdominonrt of u'mlt dumpl1l,1!, 
from bulch,,,):. 1Q1l1l(1)'. or suni/ar lradt oc/irilitJ jrom Ill! Nth to 181h emlurit.) - Thomas Knight and 
Son, .Ioop-hoiltrs. tallow chandlers and grocers. Ii/wi ,,(orkv. Thick upper ia}'trs oj dark tarths OTt 

c01ifirmtd by IGlh-ctnluY)' and later docuntwtalion oj gardens, From tilt 18111 cmlury, higher status 
occupants included ,\falthew Anderson, gmtlmum mld mll)'or: jOJeplz Tomkills , maltslu: john Box. 
sur,~toll, whose medical spefimtns u'ert recoured: and George Sa:'l.kv, brewer, 

E xcavations in the disused walled garden behind Twickenham House, 20 East St 
Helen Street and alongside Turnagain Lane (Fig, I) were carried out by the 

:\bin~don Area Archal'ological and Historical Sociel) to il1\'Csligale the surroundings of 
the enigmatic Roman building bclo\\ the frontage of Fore Street, another name for East 
St Helen Streel. l Iron age and medieval deposits were expected,'.? 

Twickenham House, also called 'The gatehousc', is a substantial 18th-centu1 house 
paid for by Joseph Tomkins and almost unchan.~{'d ~inc(' it was built c, 1757.' Fig, 2 
sho\\s thc ground floor, cspcciall) the domestic rooms, and kitchen garden around 1875, 
Despite the frolltal solidity and continuity of the house. the northern (and eastern) 

I JY ,\ ckrnnall , PTQ(Udm~1 oj Iht SO(. Ani/quant'!, 2nd 'H'r. iii ( 1865), 1-1.,),20:2- 3 
> 11 ~1I1r~, ·Exea\S. at \\'l'3t St Hcknf, ~Ir("("t, ,\bil1~d()II·. (homtnJia, xl ( 1(j7.j ), 79-101. ~I Parringtoll , 

'~mall bean. ill\binRdoll 1973', O\on/tmia, '\xxi'\ 1973).3""12, and '[xra\-') .• I{ tht, Old Gaol'. (honuniia, xli 
( 1975), 59-78: R Wilson, R.W Thomas and .\. \\·hcckr. '~ilillplin~ a I}rofilr or lo .... n Soil·acculllul.uion', 
O\omrlllin, xli\- nQ791. :26-9. 

P.'" ~pok('s. '~n1(' :\'01C3 on tht' Dome-Sli(" .\rdlit('nurr of \bin ~d(Jn', Huld .. Iuk )111. h'iii 19()()). U-15; 
\\ -J II Li\("n;idl.t;l' '\Iauhr\\\ndcrson. Grnt . ill \\ JH and ~1-.l1I Li\"('r,>id~r Irds.), .-tbin.r:dun bt~lJ 1(89). 
116. 
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'stabh-' ,Id(' ~lIId the ~ard('n. in \\hich txra\'ation ... \\('n' carricd out. t'xisu'd for ,l IOI1~ 
timt' .,.., a ,epara((' prop('n~, ka~('d from Ih(' Borou~h and dislin~uishcd from lhr 
sOUlhnn, privatcly owned haiL 

'\Ir John l.ightfOot killdl~ allO\\cd tl1{' So<:i('t~ to dig (\\-'0 lr('ndws in 1987 <ind 198<) 
prior to Ihl' ((lI1struniol1 of a (ar park Di.ln~lIlg and recordin~ \\cre hurned and 
unfini..,lwd. ('spenally of IIw s{'('ond trench. d('spi((' workin~ un summer c\ cnin~ ... dnd 
~'MlUrd(t~ s .t ... w('11 as at our morc usual Sunda\, huurs, 

ComnH'll<:ing Tn'nth I. the struflural ITmain ... and ... unk('n nIX)r ... of ,1 grc('nhous(' \\('1'( 

st ripped out \\jLh d mini-e"ra\illor: for 11,(,l1rh II , onT 1 m, of post-mcdic\-al soi l WelS 

l"('I11O\'('d hy similar l11ach inin ,1{ to e"pos(' signifitillil earlier deposits, ~ol'mal t'xri1\-';tliol1 
ul1<:O\'('rl'<I prchistoric, Romano-British and medinal deposits in Trcll<:h I but prdlis
writ' d('posits \\('r(' not locatcd in Tn'llc h II. 

Findings from the Sil(, will be dcall \\ ith rhronologirall~. 

1'1 RIC;I 1(: 1 II I~I) 1'0.' I ·(;I\L III. \ I Il R.II IlLl'O'IIIO\ 

IlI-l'jI \('lIuwhh ,dlmial ,iii ... tnd ~r.I\'{'1 undc'rLt\ 1111' 11.11111.11 nr.uuw-hHl\\1l 10.tlll Ill' thl' rMh I}(J'I-'I'la(l,tI '011 
II q, hill~ \.lriahh bc.-I\H'(,II lq m .lIId 2 h m hdo .... J.,:rulilulind (I1~"_ i & I 

MRO'lI \(.! 

h',ilure" I II I(f.lclt'd up\\.trd Inlll .I l'('d-brO\\ll ItI.lIn .Ind ~I.I\I'I mi).lur(' !ou~~(''''liH of oJ pJ{Ju~h .,uil (II 17 I 
Ill(' Uppt" I.IH' I induded shrrd .. 01'.1 \U\l.(k ,mulwnI Hriti .. h hr.lkn .1IIc! a fe" flint fI,lkn 

IRO~I(.I 

(hrrl\LIlI.( tile' 'plnu~h s(lii" " .. ., .I I.(rt\·hnmn ICIoIIll ,Ind •• nuIMluJIl dt'hris imiudilll.!; 'nnw c'arh dncl 1111d 
iron-,ll.(c· JlotlC-f\ III 17 .SL 1111<" 1.,\", liI!c'd'l po'>lhulc' II 21) 101m, in dl.lIllt'11'r "hid. 1X'11f'11,IU'c\ 1111 '011 
hd,,\\ \munel .hi .. linlt" .1 ditch ' ") IH) III \'- to t ,h.ljwd pi {,lilt- "d!', dill.( illlO Ih(' allmi •• 1 .. ill, ,Inri IM'I,IIll(" 

IiUed with fl\'(' 1 •• \ rr<; of r('<I-hHm n and ~rn·bro"1l ,oil ,lilt! SOIII(' lron-a!it(' pou('n 

(hc'l ",17 ~ \\,'\ a ,0mp,I(:I('d prhlll(' ,>url.l((' 11l('ludllll( 'lu.trl;ltt and Ilmntl'l\!' ~ I Ii 2 dlld .. hl1{lwl 
~rf'\-lml\\11 ".il 1,1\("1 ." 17/1 1>IIIh III ",hlth (ontduu'd.1 k\\ inlll-..lI,{I' and RI,man .. had" {)llwl 11111111'11, 
\\id"'I>II',1(1 1,1\('"'' ilH'mllUlat('d L.1~n I 7 b WIl\i.,wd "I 11,11 m.-c!r<'j' I,{T.I",I IlHvd \\1111 Iimr'tulW .Hld 
1I1,",al drlnllh .lIId lump., "rn'd-brm\l' .,oil 1<I\I'r 117 "/ fli (O,lr.,I' \dlcm !,(rd\d,l.l\t"r II 7 loll,-lm,-III'c'p 
lint, ~rf"\ ~r,IHI: 1.1\('r II 7 .J III ~J(·\-hnl\\nl{ril,I."I'1 I I 7 '1 filII OK m-drl'p .,.III(h Kr.I\!'! ,md.lll I,.trh Knm.1II 
rim,lu'rd; .1!H11.1\("r 1'17 I l,fnM"c' II,mp,I.I/'li ~r.l\f'l. (\IClt-lIlh tl'lItll'lt'd 1)\t'T d 111111{ (>l"fiu(1 .Ind ."nt,lIlllll~ 
Kmn.1II ,h.rd, 

J..1H"r, ill II 7 'lIn.in'd Illain" 111 tho "I Ihird "I till" flrlll Ii bUl rnum'lI in tilt' ,\\ t'd~(' I hI{ I .lIId \\-I'ff' 

qUilt" c-'II"II'l\t lht\ appr.H IU hI' \ .tIch Ilr. duuhllul!\" IH.ld url,l{r~_ 111.1('" h\ irnporllnl,{ and .,prt ,1111111,{ 
~r,l\d (111.11 Ic""t \" UHol,>i()lI\ "il1(1" !ill" 1.!\lT\ .11'1>",11 liul!- dl'>lUrlX'd h, (,II,,> IIr 111'.1\\ dnim.lI'>" ,IH" Illuid 
1)(' ulurt\,lId, 

1"111' c',lrli,",t m'llln",d(' fralure III Ill"mh II \\.h .111 UIII"\('/1 bllllll\\ nil illto till' IhUUI.II \1'1111\\ riH'r ~tll" II~ 
-II, Ron""ln-Bntl\h c:li~~inlt tl"I1lIJ\I'd p,,"ht\,orit" ,>oil .1Ilt! ""llIl"Il1rnl ilnd 1I.lIur,11 rkp(lsih" Wilh ,Ill' .lh"·1I1t' HI 
II.Hur.11 Iltllll( .mel ,>oil lornJ.lu"lI in 11ll" 11('1"1)(,,1 pMI. thc' h"IIf)\\ .lppC'.In. III h.l\T ]>rC'1I quit kh Itlll'd Ii, Ihil ~ 
la\l"r\ .. 1 gn'" ill .lIullirc· d,>h III lHI .tIld ~n'('lIi\h ii' It~ .. df-IM'~lIil>n (Ffl H illlt"t(.II.lIrd "ilh thin prr,ul 
"III'c!'"p ... ,ItI'ct rrd Im'\\n n.ttur .. 1 .... 111 .Ind \c'lIt)\\ ~I,l\rl .. II ~'l'Hld II 3CJ) I hnr I.n,'r and imll,lr .I,h, (.1It 
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Abingdon Twickenham House Trench I and II plans 
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dhm (' J s II 2h. II \41.Hld II $I apJW'ar III hdH hn'lI dumpNI 10 brilU;( Ihe ground up III a 1(:'"\('1 'lUildbk for lhr 
'Ulhlruclioll 01 .1 "uildin~ (Or.1Il t",u'n')ion 01 onl' \11.111\ dq)u\il Flf 1<1: st'r FiR. S), mU~lh latrr dC' ml\ro. 
\\,1\ pnlbdhl\ .1 ('fmILllU..ItiClII 011' .. 1' -26 dnd ~,~ i'J. 

l'aul Booth nlllsicln .. Iht" pUII('J"\ from thr';(' k.ltul('\ II) d.\lr wn.,islC'llth 10 (hr ))(~I-('(mC!u("!oI pt'riud Ill' Iht'" 
nud I" I'C"!lIun \ n 1.(I{.d {oars('\\.trr .. pr('dumindltd 11111 lim'\\drt"\, nOlahh bUll I)("dkrr \htrds and a ~dmi.1Il 
fr.u:nwllt ..... nt· PIC'\('1I1 

\ ,mTt"s\IUIl III hilolhn flJllrT 1,IH'r", \\('I'C' .I')'tflf-'dlc·d \\lIiI .... .111 Ir('ndlf'\. ')1011(' foundaticJIls r("milillln~ in 

"Oint (lilt· }J 1 .. 11('1 dr'lrunion m.tdr it dtfluult til drU"rllllnf' Ih(' Ie-HI fmm .... hid, Ihe" \\alllrt"ll<.hrs \\-(n' du~ 
111111 Ill(' In"'('. dq)o~il\ 01 ~Hf" It·\dlill~ .• Hld impll\\ihk III ".n .11 .... h.1t (!t'plh th(' upJX'nnusl flollr laH"Ts (II thr 
11l1l1dlll~ "nl' I.lld III. IIm\l'HT. one t-d~l' of \\.tli lre'mh I"lJ lit· c;un;iH'd as a notch WI inlu 1"11 J<j and 
tlwf('lor(" ,ht" .... 0111 .IPI>f.tf\ du~ inlO Ih(' dump('d 1.1\C"f I .. II 2b and I I 29 32) 

~lInt' upJl('r la\t' .... mU"1 be lI()ur~, nal11('I" dIU\C' III rru~lu-d dtalk (1"1 1 13), Olurtolr Fl i 16. and roug;h 
.. ilC"abk P,1\1II1:: swnn (J II j·l. s{'t' i"it:" .») \\!l1i IIl1rn.(·lIIn~. k .. 'i dia'tllo .. tic lol\C'N Clf ()ran~C' brown lr.M1ll 
(1"1 1 ISh). /l;f.I\"C"1 (I I I II) 'lIId, pos~ihh. ,1,,1t (I II n. \\.-Imh Illd\ be dc-pm,ilioll Irorn .lIlllllc·n.·enin~ ph.I'iC' or 
dc·\uuuion). l"Iatl1r')\ ,mel ('\('nllt'\') of IhC's,C' l'I~("f'i d\ drrp .... III :n indic .. I(·S uthn flool'S .. oo\"(' tile' dunqX"d 
k\c'lIin~ depusil" ( III 26 ,1Ild 1)('10\\) i"()(.11 drpth uf tilt" 'iu("(('<; .. i\C' floofs wac; amund 0.6 m. Th{'sr 1.I\('r\ 
t''(lc'lldrd huril.olltalh flWf "2 3 m. bt'IWt'('1l .mel inlo liLrr(' Irrl\("h s('uioll" "nd prohabh OIH'(' o('cufr('d to Ihc' 
"'il \ l m.1 ,tp(><,olr 1.lid dO"'n b(-1\\{'('11 Ihr main \\,111 .. "llhr huildint:" 

i'IHI("f\ ~roup~ 11'0111 Ihe 1I0ors were:' .. m.dl P.tul BOCllh ".I\!) tht\ {"ulle(liHh IIldic·.ilC d I,HC lsi· to ("Irh or 
I)(,~ .. ib" mid :2nd-(tnlu" occupalion of Iht huilciinlil; 

\ m.ljor stulll- ".111 ba\f' F!o II 19b and (I 28bl (,lltlr huddin~ ran rou'thh \\"\\\ t-:.'lr If)r.') m. alul1't nllr 
.. idl' ur Ihr rxt·,I\ .. li()n I(tndl ( Fi~. 3). It ("OIl,.,ltd "I mundC'd Irr~ularh ')hapr-d lump' ur SIUIlt' packro o.olidh 
.lIId ('Omp<"t(,llIh le~rlh('r. 0.1 m. "idr and n.:! 01 dt'('I' . clurinc; Iht mid hi ("CI1IUn. 011 Ihc ba .. i~ III it 
inwrpor3un't a sin'tlt '\oulh Gaulish Samian ~hrrci On mt('tin't Ih(' )u"j\inlil; fJoo~ Ihi .. "alilUrnro S!-,W but 
u, pa~salil;r "<Is on I) regi\lcrro In Iht' ruhh('d buildin't If('lIrh IFlI-2Ial .• \ .. hallo"tr. Ilaml" robbC'r trendl 
,md "all lound.lllon ,lUI (FII 1-1) "a) wt Ihruu'th Upptr floor la\('I'S d~ dctl> as FIJ 21 and parallf'1 10 ".tll 
lfC'ndl f" 1I :.1'1(" (:un.alun' III ,h(' lowcr pf(>(ilt is nut ('.I .. i" C''I(plainro. hUI undQuhltcih il was a huilding 
Ir,Hurc sin«('" lit(' slon(' pawd lloor (F II-jl) \\iIS (cmitllrd l)C"twl'('n il ilnd th(' milt'r v. "It (ri~. 3). 

l"ilUs rtl J-1 inditdl(,"S.l building ph .... c ur.1 1.2 In.,v.idc, .. wllc-floor{'d, :\,\F.-S~\\' ('C)rridor 'CI apart from 
Ih(' ~urround i n't f()(101\ al a lalcr datc th'lIl thr lowt'r ,Ind morc (''(te-miy(' ra(lh('11 lIoors. Olhel"\\isr Ih('fr i\ 
link f'\idrme C)f Ihr dcfiniti\"(' SlrU("lUfr uf thl'" huildill't. I, is lInn.'rtain wllt"thtr Ih(' loIf~('r wall C'xpo~ro w.t ... 111 

inl('rnal or external f("Hurt. Building size "a~ in nrr~' IIllfmfh dimrnsions (8 X 3 m.) 
RcI'lli\"('l.,.. C;1l1"tI and finC' I)()fle drbri .. o(",ulr('d 111 Ihl' dumped 1('\"('1s prt'l"('din~ ,hr building. and linn drhris 

oc{"urred in ,h(' floor la\-'cr~ rl"bk I Boncs v.el\' qUII(' "cll pf{'~cr\"('d and (()Ilsist('nt with mhC'r inrrrrlH'(,s 
th.1I moS! w('rt' quidJ, buned or OIhcr"isr prul(,(lrd frum ~r\'('rt' d('"~r,ldalinn. Fincst d('bri~ is probahl~ lahlt' 
rdust', m{)~t (lr "hidl "Huld ha\'('" bccn remmro from dl'mtsti(' roolm and dumpr-d uutsidr buildin~\ \\hrr(' it 
would usuall\o I)('l'umr mix('d with coar .. er bOl\(' df'hn\ Irom hUlrhrr. "nd sca\"t'n~in't. Burnt bOllcs \\crr absrl1t 
lrom lIoor 1,l\crs. indi(".llin~.1 lark uf Ilcarl)\ ht.II""II1,. or f.lirh· rflie'i('nt rubbish rt/llm.tilo rXlrrnal areas ~lHh 
,.., thr ('arli('SI Ront"n dq)()sits, v.hen· ash .lIld burnl hunt' .. \\('"fC mofC' ('\idrnl Ihnul.{h ol1r flunr 1.1\('1 
Infiud('d .I~ht's. 

SII{'('p pn:dolllin.llrd ;tlllone: Ihr Roman .. pt·(:ic·s bl'lllr\. Mid oysler .. hdls v.erc nnlit·l' .. bl\ .Ibscnt: (Jlhrrv.isr 
thr d(·brio; I' [Iir" {\pifal flf Roman dcposil" \llh(lul(h thrrt n1.\\ 1)(' sorn(' lInr('sohC'{1 1.lphonurnil' yariahlc'" 
.tlft'rtin~ int('rpr(,lotlic>ll , due to comparison CIt bonc') lrum diflf'rcnt t\"(><'s ()/ le.llur('", Iht, b.',nts hrrt' .1nd III 
,mall samplt's c1s('\\hrrt' ill .\bin~d{," l"Onlr<lSI v.ith Ih" r of thr prrdominanth 3rd- If) 5Ih-rt'n!ury faml')lf"ild 
\(,Itlt'mt'nl at BMtun Cuurt Farm.' Gt'ntr.tlh Ihr dlnt'ft'n(c') indicat(' ItI\\t'r MAtus or I('s' pro)SXl"Ou ... pt'Oplt' 
li\ 1Il~ in \1)lIl'tdon em " diel murr abund .. ntl\ III muttun and Itss of btd Ihan ('Is('"hrre. \bst'!lct ur o)'\It'r 
I1M\ IX' dur 10 lUll mned Iradt' connt"(limh "ilh nIU,lrlllt" "l'lIlcm('nb dt,v.nri.,.cr dUfln~ Iht" carh' J>l'Tiud 
h,.loft' ()xJurd kiln indu'ltries dt'\t'loped. 

I her(' appr-ar 10 be ,tlmo\1 no abandonnwllt- .and dCIll()lnion-d('posill> dusrh r{'I.Hro IU Ih(' d{'mist' of Ih(' 
huildin~ p,lrli("ularl\ abO\(' Ihc- upJX'rmo .. ' IIil(H k\"rJ (HI na). IIsrlf frt'(' or rubbl(' dnd rubbish. It is 
'it:nificant, IU)\\('\Tr. Ih'lI th(' major stone' rohhinj.( Irt'lle-h (I II lid), l.nfl'S of .1 liIf~r pit (t' 1J 27) ,md Ilu' 
~ha llo .... fohbt'r trrndl (F~ II -R and Ih) and ,x)~sib l ~ ()Ihrr~ (all intrudin~ into Ih(' buildin~ ruins durinH 
medie\'al lirn('sj Wf'I(' Irunratrcl and rell1()\('ci C)l" tot,llI.,. tr.II1'lformed .11 Ihe ""m(' levtf as floor laHr FlI 15.1 
(·("I .. t'd 

Quantiti{''l of ('"rI,· Roman poltrf\ wt're rrdrpmill'd dunnl.{ me-dir\"al ,md I>ost·m('di('\·al II mrs, not.lbl.,.. In 
Fl i 1101, bUI .tnU)ll~ Ih(,1ll "C'r(' onh {.K"t.hiullal sh,.rd, (,II.II('r period .... ar('s. c.'t. e-oluur('oal and mortanum 
Ihl~ indical(-~ Ihat thr 1(K" .. lil\ "itS not hca\'ih uHupi('d bnond Ihr mid :lnd ("t'ntu,,' 1.aler dom('slit rubbish 
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TABLE I FRr\G~IE:\T FREQUE:\CIES A.'m PERC;E:\TAGES OF A:\I~IAL BO:\ES 1:\ TRE:\C;H II AT 
T\\'ICKE:\HA~I HOL'SE 

RD"ulno-BntiJlt J/Lri,tt'd/: Posl-llUd" 

C,,,II4T). ,\1111 1st t(J ,,,,d 2nd c, 13th 14--15110 16-171. 
FC31urh Dump Wall floors TotD/ 0/. Robld PitS Pitsl TotIJl 0/. 

l("vds FI'k pitS layt'r 

Cault' 33 5 5 13 25 33 85 26 1+1 42 
Sheep (n3) 81 3 27 III ti6 18 79 22 119 +I 
Pig 9 3 2 14 8 16 17 1 37 II 
Horst' I I 0.6 I I 03 
Dog I I 0.3 
Cilt 7 7 2 

SUbWt31 127 II 31 172 97 189 53 339 
Unidrnt. 180 12 12 231 132 107 H 313 

rotal (nil 307 23 76 106 229 :l96 127 652 

Burnt 17 I 18 7 8 15 
fral{:Io > 100m. 16 2 5 25 17 35 10 62 
Domnllc fo\\1 I I 2 2 10 5 17 
Dome-Slit" goos(' I I 2 
Othtf bml I" 2 3 
Fot'tal human 
O~st('r 30 21 55 
~Iarjn(' mussd I 
Conlter ('d I 

• .. Snull duck, cf Gar,l!;3Ilc), (identified by Alison Lockt'r). 

'IABLE 2· I'ERCE:\TAGE SKELETAL ELDI~XI REPRE,EYI" 110:\ OF SHEEP A:\D CA I rLE 

SHEEP CATILE 
Ct:"/Mr}" 1ft-2nd 1st-2nd 1st-2nd , 131. !4rJr-15tJr 16tlt--17tlt hI-2nd c.13th J4tJr-15tJt 16110-171. 
fr<llurt's: Dump FlooO'S Roman Groups as In Tablt' I 

k\'ds (olal 
Sample sizr 81 27 II. 18 79 22 13 33 85 26 
(n3) 

% 0/. % % % % % % % % 
H .. d 26 37 2~ 29 18 II 19 21 .8 31 
Frct 25 II 25 27 27 55 23 21 25 38 
Body 4" 52 19 H 56 32 58 52 27 31 

could h3\"(' Ix('n dumJX'd clst:wht:rt: though tht-n' .... ('rr no \i't"s of lat('r r('building, such as walls cuning 1"10 
pr('S('r\"cd k\"('!s 

Rrd('p4:)5ited Romano-Rritish debris ~ idded linlr ('lClra rvidence cx("tpt several day tile fragmt-nts, 
indil"allllR sturdil .. ro()f«l buildings in tht \"icinity. but possibly not th05(, t"Xcavated, unlt'ss thtir robbing and 
r('-ust' d!itwlu~rt was \"('f)' dTicicnt Prtsumably much d('molition ()("curr('d during Roman lim('s. A small 
group of coarst bon(' r('ful(, clost to wall FII 19b indicatts dtstruwon dctritus" Associatro redepositrd 
polsht'rds are all ('ariy Roman but ar(' tOO ft\o\ to RiH' a rtliablt: date" 
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L \I E R()~I.I" J() E.lRI.Y ~IEIlI EI II. 

1\\/1 lI'"alurt''I \H'rl" <;rniunro ha .. tih and roln nUl Ix- ddl('tl h 'aturt I Ib \.\ •• d«p and don't'llt' CUI throuJith tht 
Romall \tr,l\d I.Hcr'> .lnd hllt"d ,\ilh rrd-bnmu !>oil .lnd d hllk (K(ul)alioli drbris. FralUrr I IU, il1lt'f ('(lin~ 
II It>. mil\ hil\!" 1)f'(,11 il \lll'ahlt' pil and h.ul .( ,imilar hll. 

'"IlIE\ II. 10 URIS I'O'd · \IEIlIEI II 

In r rtneh I il period of pi l-dIRRin.~ dr!>troyrd mor" of lil(' cMiicr layered dt'IX,!oilion and uppt'r In(,ls of h I I () 
and 16 dbu\'t, .\ largr pit H I I was h;t('kfiJird .... ilh grq-hruwn .mel hl.uk lil\{'r .... O\('f I I Ib .... cn· .,mall pits 

ISo I :.? and l hatkfillet:l ,\ilh hW\\1l and hl.HI.: suil fllJ.~ .tntl l<llrf cut b .. ,I largr pillikr wmplt'x 01 unu·,uIHd 
k,ltun'Oj (I I Sl. po ... ~ibh of a mroirval hUlldll1l(. backhllrd \.\1I1t blMk and purplish !>nil .. mntdinin~ d lotHI til 
'tfJnr~ and lilc"., ( fI "5i4) dbultill~ a thin L -sh'lI>t"d "'all ( F! 1;1 ",illlin fI i. 

I'his wmplt'" \\as oH'rlaid by ,] di .. uncl hro\\ll-black 1,1\l"r IF! 1) • .IIld t"UI in lurn 11\ allntlwr drc"p pit 
11'1 18), ",h i('h \\ilS compri .. ed ufmuch rubhlr and IlruYlIl-hl.lrk ,oil 

PH Fs I 1. I '1. I "3, I 5 and I 10 aildPIX'Mrd mrdit'hlllll d.Ht" Ylith n I .1S,)I~I\('d 10 llit 1:2Ih «'ntun .lIld 
II 5 In Ihr Iblh Lavrr 1-"1 ... conl.llnNI 15th- 10 IhtlHl'ntur'I <C"C"amll 

\I.1urcrn \h'lIur Idtnlifird 11ll' P',IIt"n. 101m tllc' upptr Inri" 01 Irtll(h II '\tarh all 'tllnr-fC)hbll1~ "I till" 
Rum.1Il ", .. II ...... , .ls\OCiattd \\lIh 11th- and 13Ih-('('nlul') pouI'"n (h II 8.inc! II. 11 21 .1nd II 8 ) dnd .hr\c' 
('rr,lInin art nm.,istrnt "uh th(" ]("ss .... tll-knn .... n Imts (lr I'rrnrh I 01' {"{lIldusin'" I"\ldl'l1('r IIr on Ul),llioli 
rt(umm("n("ill'l: un Ihr silt somr c("nturiclo afirr (h(" Ruman pC"lil)(\ 

Pit FII '1.7 r"cHainro tht mm,1 substantial rnn:lir\al dqxl'Iil. II C:UI ,,>u'('ph i",o nalllr.1l ... It .. dnd did 1101 

.t.pprar du~ tn roh sl(lnC': il.s othu boundafln .... C'rr nOI Icx .tlrd l nlorlunatrh Iht" ancu"nl di~JO;in~ til 1111 pit 
dt'ITlI)ro an~ I1nur lav(' ..... un Ihr wulh loidr fli tit(' "all r Tf :lIb .Hld It-ft .)nl\ tht' ,mall i .. I,md of dt"pcl\iti'lII 

F II 29), I Itt pil ,\as backl"illt'd "lilt hlack snll intc"'pt'N"d ,thundamh "Hit !"pitalh Itlh- and ISth-HnIUr) 
ruhbi<ih indudil1~ ~urrt'\ "ar(' .. , \\'i lt shirr 11II1t l('llll>tr('d ..... Irt". Brill "',lit'S. local .\ bingdcJII \\.lre .. and hmll 
currs of ('.Hlk amOIl.'t Iht' lIl,m\ bOIlt'S, 

Fr.1lurr II 21 was a complex, t .... o-le\('J .mc! L-!>.hap<'d k,IIUrc" "ilh •• hnrno/ol:t'nrous ~n"\ hll. uri~lIla'h "('1'1\ 
,mel txcaval('d 01' .1 ,imil.lrl\ shapt'd rohhn tr(,l1lh, r ht' '\ \\ \1. arlTl i~ 1111\\ t'Cmcludt'd to lx' thr ('dj.t(' or.1 pit 
IIlO .. tI) rrmallllllJ( I)('hind lilt ~\\ ' sect ion. and Ult { FIJ 21d) morr dl"('pl~ into Iht' natural than Ihr '\E- ~\\ Mill 

(I II :ll(') \dlir h. intt'rpr(,l i \'d~, \\'as ()nh dug cl('('p rll()lI~h tn rub Iht' SIOIlC" ",III fFl I-l l h) tnl()unter('d "hilt
d H;~i n g th t inu'nd td pit. Ailrrnat;\'{"iv I'll 2i d Wol~ <I rlC'Cpt'1 w,tll Irt' nfh, .\11 of Ihi~ iflcguiar I("<lturt \\-. IS 
h.Hkfilkd .1 1 tl\l' '.lIlU' limC', "'itb rC'i.ll i\'(' lv In\ hlJlll"~ .mel ,I "C'.IIII'r III 121h" ,md I3th-t'Clltur\ .,h("rd .. ,II1IOI1I('t 
Knm.tII POII('n. 

\ I ('~I "I th(" IrUIl(alrd tl'p .. Ilr thr.st' lllt'dinJI kollur dnd th .. R"man hUlidin'l nOl'" \\C"'" 1)\ ('rlaid h\ Ihit\.., 
IIlr~ul.lrh bOllUmm hut \\idt .. prrad "d.lr\.. (';Hth', \.trinu\h 1.11>('111'"<1 h II hb, II i. II 4 and II I:l. and "'lith 
{ont.lillt'd \'HllI' dc'\tru('lion-dl'hri .. of Iht, Rnllldn huildin~ .lIId Iht· rt'\\IIlk('cI UPtxr pari' "I IIII' lllt'din,1i pi ... 
,lilt! rohbcr tTt'mhts I r i,,\", ~)I. Hldudin't III 8 1101 ,\ .. IlIlh(' ruhb('r tn'Oth\~~, IllO')1 POII('r\ (F.. II h, II 7,IIUl 
II q ddltd to Ihc' 131h «("Iltun, but th.)1 Irulll I ' ll 1'2 \Ylhi<h o\l"Tl.1\ I- II 27 d.tlrd lll,lin" to Iht' 11th .lIld 1"lIh 
(I'Ulun thuul!;h Ih .. rt'alUrr'> ('Buld nOI l)t, cli IIl1l(uI\ht"d .. tr.tlil¢l.tphK.llh 

~11\lt' (,I Ihl .. \('\(" (>1 ,oil Ir')l1sfurmdllnn \(Till'> rt'ldlro III ,I p<", .. \lh'c" IIIcdlnal buildllll!;, \1Il(C' d pact .Hld 
{Init-I {,I Ic)(k .. rc"mintslc'nl CII.I ,1{Jnt' standllll!; (,r pCl\lhc.1r p.ukln~ 'uppnrtlfl{: a "'fxKltll plII"lr " .... IClUlid III 
1 11 7 .Ihmr r II 21a and d, .\ \l11all p.lIch til' lial .. toru .... un llit' OpI)(I'Il1r" :\E. ,id(' of tilt" ('XC1\alltlil IIc'll(h 
wuld "uIU~r"l .IIlCllhrr part "I' thi, hypn!h('li(.d huildin~ I h(' lattn "(lllld bc: .lwKi.II('d "Uh Ih(' l\]lic,ll" 
i'lth,c('I1IUf\ t('r.IIl1)(' bUI (-ullid 1)(' .. umt"\\h.1I t.lln in datt' 1'11(' ~\\ .. t'{lioll rl'(urd could .Ih" hc" 1I\1('("l'rttl"d ,I" 
,11Il\\in~ !licit du- Iau'r IlOtlt'n 01 I I I 1'1 mnlald tht" rarlin 1111'11 7" 

\n "ran'll' hrn\\ 11 la\"('T FJ I I J "a~ l.tiel "Hr Ih(" dar\.. (',Hlh 01 n I I! •• 1.10\'(, FII "27, III Ih(" ~E hall c,l lilt' 
(''',\\',lIioll tre-nth. hUI \\.1 .. df'\lrmrd in Ihc' '\\\ .Ht'a "I lilt" wppm('d 1.III'r huildilll~, ) ht' wlnu" {II) I I Il 
"Il:'t('~! ,hat It (,IIlH' (rom ()ut~llk Ill<' .lIt',{ III lilt' ('XI."oIlioli Irrnfh, ,lIld 11M I itl> dCH'Jnpnl('lIl of ddr].. (,,11th .. 
d l'rin'd lrom {'("lIluric''> of luhhish- al1d a,h·clurnplll~ and t'ult i\',lIion ait('rinl;t lilt" 1l,IIurai r('d brn"'n .suil '1(1'('1) in 
11TII(h I ' I~ "null 1'01 ~rtJup d,lll', 10 the- I'hh ,lilt! 11th It'nlur\ 

'-lixlt"t·nth" ,I lid 17th-("l'llluT\ dark ('.lrlh 01 FII II ,UTUlIlul.llnlmcr I' ll 1'1 bUI, in the- '-IE Ir('nrh tnd, I"''' 
.Indtrl'luhc·, h i) IO" ll 1H.l. 11 17.md II IH \o'('rrtut'hruu~h l ' ll ll,Uldp'J.ssib" I - II III)('rhal)~I{)'U" 
tIl(' \\.111 II ~Hh 1)('lf)\\ H n\\C'\rr, thl" lo\\nl 01 Ih(' 1',lIurt" .1bO\(' \\.111 F11 28b t\!lIl'.llh tnnl.lIllf,d 
I hh"{('llIur\ ]>Olle-f\ .... hilt tht ,hud ... 1IId pi]le-'Inlh of I-II IU doliI'd f{) Iht' I.llcr 17111 ('t'IIIUf\ ".I(\..hll 01 
III JU irltJuclc-d.1 tr.l~m('l1l 01 ~tlt!rd and rc'<iI).linlC"d \tulpuHc' hC'c" hdl)\\ 

'-Iuth '1l1lU' rohhllll!; nli~hl "'11~"-:f"'l Ihat \1'1111" "all, I,t Ihc' R"Ill.tn buiJdllU( \\t'rco mu(:irralri\ up lallflln~ ,llld 
iOO:.llt.thlr .. \ 1,111' .1\ Ih(' r,IT" 1)(I\t-lIwdir\.tl pnll)(I, Ilu", 1.lIr dalt" appcoar!l douhtful ,,"inlC ttl eli lrc"pdllCln 



T\\'ICKE:'iHA~1 HOt:'E. ABI"GIX)~ II 

1}('1\\t'('1I Iht' appart'OI strali~raphv and mroif\"aJ dalin~ ('\idenCf. DilliUlhit!i of C'XC3\'3tiol1, am rcrordtnv; 
('rrurs. and -;mall sample ,il:('<; uf ("tramie ~roup') eln nut satisfat:torih rxpl'lin tlit di<;trepanot"'i and It appears 
inslrdd Ihal tht' s('(lu('ntt' fit dt"po!iilion \.'oil:; wnlplicalrd. Ct'rtainly Iht' and\\ithing of frd·bro\\" 1"11 13 
IX'I\H'(,11 Fli 12 and 1"11 '27 tlpptar:; IU be dut' III rrotpo')ilioll of Ulh· ,mel Ihh-ct'llIun matl:r",1 from 
toJ.;('\\hrft' hflw('t'n Iht" 1.11(' 1 hh n'lltun.: and tht' Ifuh. "hilt' rTd('pn~itl{ln in thc' lilh anlun miv;hl ('xplain 
thr OHUfnnc(' of 13lh-n'lHun d('brio; immroiald\ ahoH' \\all FII-18. 

C(t1l1ldrralion uf TahlC"o 1 and 1: indicatn that Ih(' rriatiH'ly '-'par<>t' hunt's: a,·.uci.uro ",jlh ,h(' 111h- and 
I3th-H'l1Iun pOtlf'~ rr<;t'mhlr tahlt· rduse, sultgC"!otlnl.;: dunH'!otic hahil.uiou Ilrarb\ prior to all) wnstrullion of 
thc 1)I'lssiblc' IlIrdi{"\,1I huildill~ abon' FII :ll {:ull\p,lr.lblr dcbris Hf 'iimilar d.ur OIl hu~~h('r If\fls Is nm'iolstt'!lt 
"'lIh tht IH'pOIht"tic<l1 rrocpnsitinn of I3lh-n'ntur~ potttr\ "I>m(" Iht' I IIh· 10 nth·century ff<llUrfS, ~It)rro\'('r, 
Ilw bonrs (If 1.Jlh- to 15Ih'("flltun and 16th· to 17th·(,(,ntun' fcaturrs Mf diflcrrnt in charactrr w thust rrom 
thr ·13Ih·o!'llIU .... ' om's. 

l"Iu,"'t' I,.ltff honc!; .IIT CO.ll""'I'r in size and \I)('('i("\ H>mposnion, with c.mll' bunt'll pn:domin,lIl1 "nd i)(1I1fS uf 
,m.1l1nl .1I1imab unwmmnn t)pical 01 fralurt's uUhidf hujldin~ .. , ruhhi.,h dumpin~. bUlch('n (If lar~(' 
.1uim.als .and sC3Hnt?;oo hOllrs 011 ~round a\hl.\ fl'fJ1ll domt"stic rubbish sourcc,. lIt'r(' the bonN .1pJX',lr to han' 
h("("n fajrl~ qUlckl\ bum'd. pmbabh aflC'r ix-in'l: choppt'd up for nMrm'" ('"~tracuon ",hieh \\a" unr('iatfd to 
dum(':o.tic prrl'aration ;1I1d t.lhle" con\umption iJ.lfl('., 01 the main cart'ass ul ('.atilt' "'frf It'!)s prornlllfnt ",hilt' 
skull dt'bri." includifl~ hOlllnJr(''S. \\-a<; mort" wnspiruous in Fs II 10-11 and 11,:27, and 1001 bunes in h II 10 
.md II ['OOt debri\ of ... ht,t,p \\as r('latiHI~ ,lbulld ... 111 in tltf small 16th· to 17tlHentur ... lI • .IInplr from HI!.· 10 
,lI1d II 

\11 abundal1c(' (If (',llIk horn {'ort's is usuall\ ,1\"IKIJ.le'd with lannill~ d(·ti\itil"~ or llorn",orkin~. "'hilt' fnot 
d('bri, appt'iH~ .ls~ocid{('d \\ilh <,kin procc .... in~ and t.,lIo"" I(lue' and uil (',,!ranion rhus bUlthn) ~kinnin~ 
and Irllmun~n\ tr"dC'\ dt'wlu)X'd in the ,idllil\ brt\\I'C'1l thC' 11th u·ntu ..... 1I1d Ihe 17th. 

nw rli'Stlllctivt"ne$s 01 (,<lrl\· ,and 1.1I('·l11edi('\al n'lu~(" at cumparablt- 1("\('1\ 01 dq)usitiull is dm' lu the 
.IIKi('nt di~~illl.: of I"nun'h "("par,lIe fralun', ,II dilh-n'lll J>friods .11 tilt, luwI"t it\rls, bUI at hi~lIrr InC"ls tht' 
dislinnillil ma\ h.l\(' Iwm m,lint.linrd h~ a \trUI·tural Ifaturr I)('t\\(,ffl h II 7 .wd II I~ Ihf' \U~~t'sted 
IIlrdinal buildjn~ wuld h.\"r pc'ri(lrm('d this sq>.If,ltInn. and di!.turhallt"C' duril1~ lis drmuliuuf\ "'OLlld nplain 
~nt"ral ,tnulll.llit''S in the 'tr,"i~r,tph, (If thf\C' deJ>u~ils, nJr<,nrih f~t,I\';IIt'{1 ,Inel ret(lrd«l 

Can'td ami paillltd mediaal stOIll' jra./!,f7lmt jrom FII-1O 

:\l.l'I:imuln fra'{lllfIU kn~th i, (, 70 mm. and Philip Pm .. dl ('l)n'SJelt'r~ that 11\ ~()urcC' "'as tht, la\nlOl1 \wnf of 
Burfclrd a \()urrf (II mmh IIK.II mC'di('\'al ~tm1C' Juli.1Il :\lunl1\ idtlHili('~ it a .. miniaturr art'hilt'ourf in 
P('q)('ndil"Ular em hie ~t~k, wlI\i~tint?; of ,I COI1\('" he\"('llt,d central rih lIankn:1 b~ t'lon~att' ... Im .... dost'd ,\I the" 
top In Iht' (',\pandilllot rih, ,lIlel III turn ila/lk('d nn the kh b) it rib \\ilh ;} nll1\'(',\ inner surface and a OJllcan' 
uUln ~ud.!("(', \\hith indi(",lIt· .. tht" ('UI"\'(" of,l n1.l~onr" ,trrh. TIl(' mouldin~ ap!>t·dr .. to be a <;idt'pitTe HI niched 
,mel (';,UlUpit'd ~tOIll'\\,lIrk, it ("()IlHllUn motif in 'S('ulpturr of the I3lh to 16th n·nlllriC'~. 

\II (dn(,d \Urf3('f<; \\('rr paintt'd wrmillion ,Ind f)\t'rRildt'd in lilt, .. luIS snlllr 'told still ~lt'.lm\ QU.J.lit\ of 
(anin~ and p.lil\lin~ aft' ,upt:rior R('"p .. intin~ i, not ntninm 

nit" fral.:llltlll apP<'af"; ttl h.1\'" bt'C'1l <;masht'd from "lal1din~. \\"II.j.,rpt ... culpture ... nd tu ha\C' hrt'"n qU1<..kh 
burir-d durin't tht mid· 10 1,lIr-lith ("('ntun , and thu .. prtsumabl, H'!oUit<; lrum rc-iigiuus dr'it'cr,uiIJl) "\hin~don 
Cro~~ .mcl :-'t "\ithol.J.'; dHlr<i1 ~tnf)d about U6 Ill, frmn til(" find'I}clt utht'r ("hurdle'S and (hapt"l~ I)('in~ 
'1I,{nifi{'alllh fanh('r a",.l\ nit, ma<;\iH \"OIUTnI.' of nl;l\nnf"'! from the demolilion of Ihf Cro~s in ltd I indicates 
thl:" mun' prub;lhk orjg-in .• md tilt' llIouldillJ,{ Iril~m("nt j, lilirh ('()/I<;i,lt'nt \\ilh \o\hat is known of tht· Cru~s''S 
1(1fI1l. > ~t ,\id)()liI\' and St IIt'lt'n'<; chun-hfS hit\"(' 110 nlatdlin't 'iwlpttlrt's. but til" dlantcl ... nccn 01 :-" "klen's 
\\iI\ ,.1'0 smash«l durin~ the Ci"il \\'ar,6 TwCl IIwdi('\;t1 pieu"s of sluipturr in :\bin~don \Ius('um are nUl 
ol)\l(Jusl\' rel ... tt'd 10 OUI Olle 

A'il; ".011 filld! 

P,III 01 a IMdl} ('ro(:lfd d,lSjl klli'" t.J.ffif InUli II .) and ,I 11Ilt"1\ ornJIlIt"lIlt'd hOllr knik h.lIldh' 1',lInt' lrom 
Fli 27 (l"i1(. h: bOlh hmis ..... t" nlC"diniti) , 

\1.1 H Li\"e ..... icle;e • \hine;dl>u's Ri~ht (.nudl ... ' Crus,!" 01 ""lOIlI,M. , III Ihln(t/rm fila)!. rip. C"lt 1I0tt' j, 12, 57, 
\ I'n..,tnn. ~·I Y/lJ/QltU .lhln.(dun, atld OIM' I'apo 1'171.83, <)trj 
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I" i~, b. OrnillTWrlt,11 bone kll1k h,unllt- mOUtH lrom I II '1.7 !lm'dinall 

L.\ J [ P()~ I·'\ILDIL\ .\1. PER IOI) 

In Trrmh I, 11-8 \\,k' .1 dcC'p pit nminl{ Ihf()LI~h 1.)),1'1" l'1 I .mel limn katurn, h.ld.flllI-d ,\ilh 1111Kh ruhble 
and brown-iliad .. '>oil ("fln(;linin\;( .. aIH~IMI'ci hnl' \\hil('wdrr, rwl c",lfIh('II\\.tn', \Iipwarr and wim" h(\lth-~ of Ill(' 
171h In 18th {(·murks. Fe.tlure J -b \\iI~ ,\ pit "fruhbl!" (,\j(lI-nth 'iUpporlill.l{ Iht' .. 1011(' \\ilil \,hidl wa., ~unk{'J1 
into ri B and wmpktd\ lint"d till" wp 01 thl" In'nt'h. Brick .mel Olllnl'!t' Imllldillinns in .. idt' thr "",111 and a !loO! 
lilVfT of ~ran'l bdlllll.\" 10 Iht' constructiun of lilt' I{TC'C'nhuu\l" 

In Tr('m"h 11.1a1f. inlrusin: hut hUJ;lwr fi"tlUIl'S li,(' a mid Ilhh-«('!lIuf\ pit (nl ~)J to bu" domt· .. tk (hin.L 
(-hi('lI) Slallf,rcishirf' W.lft'S; .,l.clf'lUn"i 01'.1 e1111:; and ,I (-.It: a mar.thn f. Ifhh-n'lltun e1q)o~il of human hOl\t"~ 

1-11 -J, btluw); .uuilin('ar feature, mortar and rubble rl"mll.lnl, ()' I I I', prohabh of it ,hnnli\rc-l pmt-nwdi('\,al 
wall) did not p('nf'lrat(' a~ dtepl\' intn Ihr thirkf'ninl{ ac\t1Il1UI"lioll~ of dark earth~ IF:. II 2h, II 0;\ <lnd hI. and 
th('ir upper It\'('l~ wer(' h()m~en i .. ("d h\' funh('r nalUral and hum.1Il .u:li\ili('s 'Such as ruhhi .. h dum"in~. 
eomlx)sling and .. oil IIIrnO\'t'L mi'\inl( nUmflflU\ pCll~lwn'" .lIul fragm('llH'el d;1\ pipc~, til("o; and ~1.I"'s F ... II I 
,lIlel 11 -2.1). 

Child sktlfton and atl adult cranium itt FII .'I 

I)urin~ nM("hinin~ 01 Ih(' tulhoil. a dll' .. u'r of human rrm'lin~ \\,1' ("I)(",('d in til(" ,idl' 01 11t'lHh I I I III hdf)\\ 
th(' ~rollnd ,>urlan' Polin' w{'n' inlimlle'd dnd \\1:" \\rr(' ,l' .. kfd In UlHf\\('1 lilt· rest 01 IIlI" dq)(J ... il ,mel ad\-i .. c· Ihe 
Coroner on the' hndin~ .... 

Burial <;tr.lli,-:raphy ('(mid not hi' rradil\' ddin('d. Compit("!IH"SS of Ill(' d{'po~it inciicl\("d hUlial in .1 hul<- !lr iI 

p(Ti~hilhl(' ('()fllaiIWr, :\ l nsl of a skdt'ton 01'.1 tlldd .1~Ni of'tw{'("n 2 ,Ind h \{'ar~ and a toulhk~~ adult (r.lllium 
\\ere prt·~l'nl. 1"11(" (hild I)(m('~ \\err 1ll.linl\ artinll.lIl'd bill ... OIlW I)cKt) parts had be(,11 'f"J).It".lIcd bc,tim' huri,11 
,hI' tOW('f tXKh from Ihl' sacrum, Ihr ri~ht Mill frolll il~ ,caputa. ,md tlw fronl of til(" rr;!llium h.ld bnll .. a\\n 
curfull\ I:".H to "M from its reM 'illd h.I~(' \rllculal("d IlIKh pan~ wc'n' jumbkd tUl{c,thn ,md IMkrd .\11\ 

w~trm<lli(" .Hran~enH'nl. nnk .. uf r("d pi~nwnt o("('urn'd alllnn~ Ill(' hOIll"" . 
I"hr hl~h d(·~r("t· of articulalion sho\\rd Ihat !Ill' rhild hont·s \Hrc' not n'dt"pt)sil,'d and tlH'rdCIf(' m"';1 or til(" 

dt,pt)sil i" of .1 ,imilar IX'rind In tht" "'lIrroundin~ ... oil, Dalin~ i'> \iI~U(' hUI lil(' ,lrijittTnl jlll ... l-nwdir-\,tl clt-hri .. 
indir.ltrd tht, mid I'lth (,flltun O!m.lrd 1)("(".I\iul{ Irr(' or ,hruh to"I<; pt'Ilt'lratin~ Iht, ekpo ... it .mt! Ilw ,lbsC"lH(' 
of rililfMIC"rislic- I.He-r Ill,H("fial .... ug-~I'sll·d lile' hllnes \\t'n" huric"d \\(,11 hdclI(' till' mid :10th n-ntUr\ 

()Il\'iou,l\ 11(11 m;ll \,'rstern ndlun' hUII,1I p;lnrrns do 1101 apph to Ihe d('posII Criminal .1{"tl\1l\ 
panicularh murein. dO("'> not nplain \\('11 IIH' WIll I)()Sitlon ,mel Irr,lInH"1l1 of Iht' rrmain,_ T hl' I)(,s<;ihilil\ dl;ll 
the'\ an' ml'dil.tl or s('il'lI!ili(' sl)('(·imc·ll .. i~ 1110>;( pla\l\ihll' 't'ill >;.lwin~ of Ihe skull indl(';II,'s pu~t-monl'm 
examination or pn'p;lr,lIi{)1l ()f ,1IIitlomi(,.l1 II',H hinl!: aid~" althoug-h 1)C),>t-lIlortent remains are unllkt'" to haw 
ocel1 eli.,po.,(,c! (Ii in sudl dcpo,ilifll1.l1 l ircum,l.trl("(") \ b.ltk~.lrdl·n \HlUld nol. hU\\I'\CT" he an unlikt"h 
rep<)<;itor\ fnr buri.11 of refC're-nn' or I('a,·hill~ >;p<'cimens oc'nnd their usc·fulnC' .. s or \.tlm' 10 a cll)(·lor or uthrr 
prolC:SWillill, 01 III ;l l'ollcclor J)1.,(.lr<! 01 d'lIn.I~("d or di~IIl{(·li:;r.11I111( .,ptTimrn>; \\Ill1ld ("pl,lill th,· mh~in~ 
le("lh III I he- ,Iclull ,kull .mel tlH" irn'gul.lr nllnpositiull 01 Ihl' dlilel 1)(111"$ I he rtd pi~mC'nl m;l\ h.1\(' (nmt' from 
lissut's ('olnUl('d 10 ,1110\\ 1K'1tt"r anatomi(.d f('«(l~lliti(Jn, ,\n 1I\\Il('r i, identified helm\ 
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llf:-,l illcli( .lIion~ of brorll:c-a~(' burials or OHUpiltion 111 lTlllfal .\bangdon and furthn 
t'\ ielt'lKe of iron-~u~t srttkmrnt ha\'C' b(,(,11 n'(:ord('d. 

Go()(1 illfcJrln.llion on int(,llsi\"{' t'arl~ Ron1<.l1l o('('upauIIII and Iht' confirmation of .t 

\\t·II-pn..,n\Td Romano-British buildinl{ fompifx on the ~r.t\("b ..tn' w .. du! findin~s. Our 
huildinq IiI's 'iOJl1e to m. S\\' or the OIH' lIott.'d h~ \ rkrrmal1, th(' nM~sin:' and distinctiv(, 
lH'rring-bol1(, ICHlIldalions of \\ hirh inelic'alt' ~t mort' l'Iahoratt' and important buildin~ -
his SlIgRt"S110n that il \\as d tl'mp,," appt'.w. con. istcnI "jlh tht illlfrprrialion of thr 
'{r.nd sUrf;U.TS as a coun~ard. \\ 'e Tlhty han: unco\TH'd suhsidia~ buildine;s. dlOUe;h 
dH'rt" "., ... no ('\,idrllce or ritual. 

Of tllt'ir H'LuiollShip "jlh the n'st of 111(' Roman 'tm\n' link IH.'\\ can be said. {',,('ept 
that tilt' '('orndricr' found a( (h(' Old Gaol site IMei to be meelit'\~tl and cannOI be rt'hHrd 
to Ihr Rom.tTll)-Brilish on:upalion a~ pn'\iou~l\ (:ondudC'd.' I.atc Roman potIer: 
oCfurn'd at 19 East Sl Hclen Stre{,(.H 

"\'othing (: itll he added 10 the sin[{k [('mllant of ~a"()n acti\'it~ noted b) Parrin~ton. 
Intt'llsin' 11'()("("upation of the locali(~ b('gan during the 12th and 13th fenturie~. "ith 
hous('hold ,trli\'ity particularly ('\'ident on the East St Helen Street fronta~f" of the 
~larkt'l PI.lf("'1 .md less so in the H'IH.'I1l('nt ha(:k\ ard fl.'atlln·s of this site and at tht' Old 
(;,101. 1/1 . \ ...... o(·i.ll("d stone-robbin~ ma\ hl' ,1Il infidental rdkclIon or incf('ased site usag<', 
Pit digging \\ as ,lIso int{'nsin' at thi ... pc:ri(KI 

"\('ar("l the' rin'r and her{', bafk~.'rd aui\il\ t·hangt·d ,tround lht, I-J.th c('ntur~, "ith 
bmw ,wei dm'ul11{'ntan t'\'iden('(' of slau~hterhou\e(s ) . and or skinning and I.wning 
,1(:li\'ili('s until lht' 18th century Imit-rd rt'u,lIlg"ular pilS backfilled <Lround 1805 during 
tht' building of the GM)I and ilttt'fpn'«'d as \\'had'loundali0l1'i 11 

11M) aCluall~ ha\'e bccn 
1<lllning plt'i. 

Origillidh the silt' of these ;lcti\·ilirs <Ind the ~Iaug-hl('l'house of \\'ida" \\'ykrs 
appeared 10 1)(' a tenement 1yin~ along the' ri\('I', hut il has I>('t'n arg-u('d that the 
'ldjoining \\'hilt' Hart Inn , ofe. Ilth - 10 earl} I'Jlh-cenlury datt', Ii\~ al()n~ Ihe fronl~'~(, of 
Butc!wrrO\\-. 110\\ BridlSl' StreN, while th(' slaughtcrhousl' bound('d the S\\' side of the 
Hill )(·t still backed onto the ri\'('r 11 This illterprrlation fits the spread and composition 
of bOlles. ,dlhough refuse was likely to 1M\"{' spread outsidt, the tenements it \\as 
g"ent'fated on, Our trenches were sitcd to the north of Turna~aIn Lane. \\hich probabl) 
('xist('d in the 16th centu~,11 and this land might h~l\'e had different own(,rship, 
Butch('rrow occurs in tOwn r(,cords from the 15505 until c. 1860." but the bones indic3tt· 
butdlCfS in tht' ~trea as early as the 14th centuT) - ('\idt'nth a time of si~nificant chan~e. 

In tltt, 16th tTntur~ Thomas Read(' of Barton ownt'd a 'tarden in the \'icinil\, probabl) 
tlu' \E propt'rt). It appears to ha\(' 'ili.l)'t'd in his famih's hands unlil relinquished as ~l 
Borou~h lC'a ... {' from Ih(' lalt' Sir Thomas Read(''s fall1i1~ to Rit-hard Grcene. maitster, 111 

166h. \\ho rctain('d it {elr at least 20 \('ars, and his d(,scl'ndants fe)r e\TI1 longer, sincr a 

.\1 P.lrrlll~tnll. 'Old (~a(,1 op. (·it, !lntl' 1. hh; R ! hnn1.l', prf"O;. ("(>IlU!l 

II J .\111111 . · .... "1111" !'ollt'n from Ea .. t ~t !ide-II" Slrr('1. ,\bil1~don'. UIIllUh. h('ld h\ Oxlr,m Count\ \Iu\f'um 
I R Wil,>"n , unruh n'pon on \Iarkrl 1'1.\(1' ,ite- hdd In R I hnma 

I'R \\"11 'II, \1I!nul BonN Irum th(' "mad ~1r(,(,I ,lOd Old C.JIlI ~II(,~ (ho"m,l/a. xh ( 11);)1 .10')-1:11 
11,\1 1',lrrlll~I"II. 'Old c.wr "p. ril, n"lt· 2, t.b 711; R WII~)n .. \nim ... 1 1)f'llr up {II, 1101(' IU. 118-_)(1. 
I \\ J II I.i\rr ... dj(f' Ihf \\'hilf 1I.ln '. in 'bllle40" f. {III,Op fit nute- t 'I 
I . \ n.lkrf. 1/1I/llrl( .\lrrttJ oj Ih"'E:JM 1'1')7" '11 
I. J .\t...1 (,f)\'o.IIl. Orf(IfII oj tit, Slrrt' Saml' 0/ , lh,"(Jm, Itl88 1.:l 



II BOB I\lLS()~.JElI 1111.1.1'> ;:· 1 .\1.. 

~Irs Grel'n leI the garcit.'1l l{O in 175:> to J oseph I"omkins - anothcf maitslt'l and til(' 
builder of ' I \\ irkcnham H ouse. I, 

r!lOmas Hecld also owned a 1t.'llced Of h('d~('d ~ard{'n 10 the north of the \\'hitc Hart in 
167l, possibl~ Ihe S prop('rt~. Thomas Klli.~ht\ warehouse appears to ha\c l)('cl1 III the 
afC.J. III 1805,"1 hut his business S('C'ITI.'i to han' frontcd 011(0 BUlcherro\'~;. Ihomas Knight 
& ~Oll \\.('1"(' so,lpi>oilers: ~l·homi.ls \\ as listcd also ,-t't a tallow chandler and Richard as a 
~lOrCT. Thomas lin'd in the 10\\11 from the mid 18th ('elllun until his death in 1811 17 
I i1s soap. candles eLC, \.y(JUld han' h(,(,11 ohtained mainl~ from boiling up bOI1('s like those 
of' 'Shccp li'CI , as occurred in Fs 11- 10, II II , allel 11-27 and as dumped in the lalc 
Illl'di('val LO" n waste bctwcen the '1'\\ ill j .\Im~h()u.sl's and \\' insmore Lane. tH 

Betwcl'll I ],15 and 1756 f\ l atthc\'\ .\nckrson, l?;('nt and mayor, seems to han' li\'{'d Oil 

the property. poss ibly on the southnll and \\('stern side, and somew hat earlier the 
famil) of HCIlI") Knapp, tQ\'\ II clerk. ma) also han' dOlle so; the construction of 
' rwickellham House lollo,,"cd thefe SOOJI £liter, I'! John Rocque 's map of 1761 indic<ltc.,s 
mainl) op('n ~round around the hous(', In ISH the g-ardcn/carpark boundaries l'xi"itcd 
ill walled or fenced form and this land ,'\as st ill <.l Boroul?;h propcrty.:lO si nce the 'pi('C(' of 
g-round and stable' was remed by f\,lr John Box ."!! \'\ho owned Twickenham House and i", 
plt'asun' ~ardcn. the S\\' property, rrom at least 1811 until 1867 or lalcr. l :.' 

Fie;. 2 shows his kitchen e;ardcll with small tr('cs (probably ror rruit). two small 
buildine;.s (Oil(' s ited on the substalll ial .stolll' "ails of Trcnfh 1). peripheral fbotp<lth~. 
and an open fe!ltral area partitioned into two/ i a di"ision which seems to explain the 
presence or FlI-·1 as a ,.,:al1 and om'rs (,\'idellce or earlier ~E-S\\' property dh isioll 
aligned closc LO the mcdic"al reature anomalics. Adjacent lO lhe main domestic 
buildings were fowl houses, a dun~ box next to the stable yard, and a kennel. Perhaps 
the dogs of the kennel were chained and thc rowls or the rowl houses had the run of the 
stable yard and the ~round outside, \\ hich was ' ... ·a lled off and probably gated rrom the 
kitchen garden proper. 

Box was listcd as a surgeon f\1RCSI. li'o lll 18t! to 1867 but then seems to ha\(' rt.'tircd. 
The house was ,.."dled to \ \ ' illiam Badcock , a ,~ed 56 in 1881. a widower livine; in thr house 
bet\ ... een 1876 and 1887, He \ ... as ~l silb'\car mrrccr and senior partll('r in Badcock and 
Hedges, drapers at 15--16 High Street. until f. 1891. 111 1889 George Saxl" or",orlhtoull 
sold the Sterl Street brewery and other licellsed premises oUlsid{, the town to ~Iorland & 
Co, boug:ht the whole propert\ rrom Bacirock fc)!' £1.8(Xl. and li'Td there until J~no. 
During this economic deprrssiol1 the house \'\ as cOlwertcd inlO h\T flats i.lnd the 
domestic rooms bordcrin~ the garden became a c()tla~l'. Some or the cotlag-('s linine; 
I"urnagain Lam' appear 10 ha,-e b('('11 demolished s lil{htl~ latrr.:l' 

Clearl)- the general \'icinity \..,as long: used as gardens, orchards and stables and till!>. 

I \\.J H Li\'{nid~e. ' I'he Whitt' Hart ' up, nt. no\(' 11, 7'i: ' \I.tttlww \nder..on', np. I-it no\(' _i. Ilh: \1 
CO" I nlurm.lliun nn Borough kases. 

I., \\ JlI l.i\'{·~idgC'. Tht· \\hilt' I-I,lrt' , up. ('il. nOl{' J1, 71 ,tnt! is. 
I i,,/una! Ihi/iln. IJ/ur/orltJ [1790-9i]; .J I O\\lhl-nd. Sun of a COUII/,)' TOil.'" ( 191 ~ ), 128 
III R \\'ilsOIl, 'TradC' , Industrial and Donll' <' lit ' \ ni\it\ <It the Old Cluthing Factory Sitt', \bin gdon', 

(J\onitnJia. li\ (1989), 279--86: Sou/II. .\lull(U/dl .·hlhl/(I//o,t:,.'. xi, (19(j()), 9Il-9:1. 
I'. W.j,H Li\'{' rsid~(', '\ I,wh("\\ ,\nd{'rson', IJp, cit. not(' 3. t 16::\1 Cox, Infurmatiun on Buruu,\,h ka~I's, 
~I Cnllndl .\n:hi\'f's. ~tratton I-Iu., B,Hh '-.1., \hingdon: Christ-s I-Io~pital \I oll> 18H 
!l lhid ,\bins,:don Cnrpor<ttiol1 rq)on and \.!luation 18h1 :2. lb. 

I 'U\\II and ('{mnt\' /)/Ttc/ont'i ; {('nsus return;; 
lOS :\Iap 1/2.500, Oxon. XL\' 6 1875) . 

'I DuutIJf/tI; ('C'Il'>U',; \J orlands Brc\\('f\ (011\('\.111«':21 \pr IH9(); \\illll] possessiun nil Lili\'hlllj(lt. 
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hdp:-, (' plain the depth of soil. tht occ.:asional burial 01 drad animals. and the prrsrllcr 
of \ariou. domc!o,lic and Olhcr semjor~anic tradt' rcfu!)c. Probilbl~ th(' mid-19th centur) 
rhin'l, hurkd pels. and almost certain" tht, human 'medical sp('cimcns' bclon~("d to tht, 
slIrg<"OIl, John Box, \\-ho mi'{ht ha\t' bcrn kecnly intcfeSlrd in our discO\"Cries. 

Box was .\hingdon born c. 1798, prohabl) fathered b) anothn John Box, surgeon, 
ITIt'nlioll('d dt'nying- a smallpox stare in 179+.:'-" .\round 18:m Box junior married 
Hannah ~Id" (b. L 1811 ) of Somer",,,,,. Oxford, "ho bor .. four dau~hlers bel"ccn 1839 
and 18l9. ~rr\'ailis in rl \\ickenham House durin'{ 1851 indudc'd d ~oH·rn('ss. cook, I\\() 

sistn., as " .. trlour and nursemaIds, hou.'\cmClid, ~room. fOOlman, and a medical assi~tant, 
Robnl h au~IHo", a~ed 20. 

By 18bl ~Irs Box had died and John', unmarried sislcr l\lary, 64, a 'fundholder. had 
movrd Ill, pn'sumably to help raise thr<"e rcmainin~ daug:hH:r~ .• \ ~o\-erness. hou~(·mi1id. 
groom and ICKHman mad(" up the household alon~ with Slade Baker ~IRCSL, ("\'identl) 
sharing: the e;('neral practice. In 1871 , after Box'~ death, hi~ daug-hter retained d 

housemaid, nurse, another f("mak domestic S('Tyant and a {{room. Eli/.a ~fary Box then 
marrird and 1110\'('d elsewhere .. \ drclinr in houschold prosperity s('('ms evidcm to\\ard 
the latc 19th lTntun but family capital would han' bcen dispersed b) marriae;es . 

.Jdl' \\';,!llis \\<1:-; digging secretary, supervisor and illustrator; John Cooper and a 
contractor elrovc the mini-excavators: Alison Gledhill, Roger Ainslie and Bob 'Nilson 
\'adously super\'iscel and recorded . All these dug and potwashcd alon,1.{ with Sally and 
Chris O<III('y . .John Caner. jacquelinc Smith and others: john Li~htfoOl helped with 
bafkfdline;: pOLler) dating c\·idencc came frol11 Paul Booth (O. \U ) and ~Iaureen ~1('lIor 
(Engll,h H('rila~r ); Julian 1\lunb> (O,\U ). Philip Po"c!! (Uni,trsil\ ~Iuseum ) and 
t\t.j .H LI\'crsidg-r helped \\ith small finds; sour('es of hi~torica) informallon and 
('ommc.'nt \\('f(' .Jacqudine Smith. john Carter. j ohn l.i~htroOl. ~lienrkc Cox. Roger 
Thomas, \\'.j H Li\·crsid~c. Brian jones and others. Bob \\'ilson was largcl) responsible 
ICJr the I('xt and ~lny t'rror~ in it. 

Tht SofitO' iI.p,Tatiful to Int Abin,p,doll Arla :IT(hatolo,~i(ol and flu/uTual Socit~'f JOT a grant 101t'ards 
publlcalloll oj Ihi.. pap". 

Z~ I'm'tll\("nd . up_ ('it. no((, J i 106. 


