
Notes 

A ILVER RI:-:G FROM THE WENOLEBURY AREA 

A Roman ring said to have been found in the area of \Vcndlcbury was brought into the 
Ashmolean Museum for identification and through the good offices of Mr Arthur 
f\,lacCrcgor I was able to study it and prepare a rcpare l As it belongs to a category nOl of 
the commonest and one moreover to which rciaLi\'c1y lillie altcntion has been paid in the 
past it s('cmed to be "..,'orthy of publication here. 

The ring consists of a hoop of (probably base) siher "idcnin~ markedly tOwards the 
shoulders, from 4.5 mm. at the narrowest point to l-~ mm. at the mid-point of the bc.lcl. 
Externali) it is e1iptical in shape with a width of 23.1 mm. and a height of 17.5 mm.; 
internally it is circular with a diameter of 18.2 mm. The type is characteristic of the 
second half of the 2nd century.:'! Howe\,er, the oval selling is not the expectcd intaglio but 
an in~ct of rather purer sil\'er than the ring itself with a raised device, II mm. in length by 
8 mm. in breadth. 

This inset is somewhat , ... 'orn but still preserves the form of a female bust, wearing a 
crested helmet, shown in profile 10 the Irft. It is probably the goddess Roma or else 
Minerva; the lack of any clear indication of a breastplate (aegis) with serpents and 
Gorgollcion would suggest the former. 3 1\ silver ring of the same form and more or less the 
same dimensions from Wallon (:>Iorfolk) contained a gold plate disp.laying a bust of 
~lercuf).4 Outside Britain there is a silver ring from Turkey with a bezel showing a head 
of Hercules.' Standing figures of Cupid (London), Cupid and Psyche (Brampton, 
Norfolk) and Bonus EvenLUs (LeicesterL all in relief, may be noted, as also a number of 
representations of clasped hands (Richborough in Kent, Grovcly Woods in Wiltshire, 
Selsey in Sussex, and Akeman Street in Glouccstershire) designating concord and, in 
most instances, belrolhal.6 

T,\·o comments may be made concerning the intrinsic importance of the ring. The first 
is that these settings mark a shift in interest away from the practical signet ring towards 
the rjm~ as a protective charm. Secondly, in the 3rd century all-metal rin~s were vcry 

I Th(' rinv; is curr(,nlh th(' property of ~Ir E,'I Houlihan ,md w(' arr mo!;t v;ral('ful to him for ltnding it to th(' 
nlU!;('urn for slUd.., 

~ ~I 1i(,llIg, A 'CQrpuJ oj ROnlan EngTattd (;tmJtol1tJJrom IJritun SitU (2nd t'dn 1978), 37~8 and fI~ I, tylX' \' 
, Cornelius C. Vrrmeulr. TIlt Goddw ROnla", tn~Art of(n~ Roman Empm (2nd «in. , Cambrid~e, ~Iass. 1974) , pi 

iv, nos. 7 and 8 (genls ) and 9 (Se"'cran coin ). 
I ~t H('nig and R.:\ Brown, 'SilHr and Gold Roman Fin~rr RIIlV; rrom Watton. Xorfolk' , .\'orJolA Archa~olol.' 

xxxvIi. part Ii (1979 ), 201-'1 and pi i 
) r H M.lrshall, Cat. of Flngtr Rings GrltA. EtrllJcal1 and Roman In tnt Dtpartm~ntJ oj .tntlqUItIiJ. BritiJn .\lUJ~um 

(1907 ), 185 and pl. xxix, no . 1172; note also F. H('nkd. /)11 romiJ(n~n F",.(~rrIl1Kt dtr Rnmdandt (B('rlin, 1913), 12 13 
and pi iv, nos. 82 and 83 for t\\'O gold rings ('\'idrnlly or I st-C(,/ltury rorm rrom a treasure round at Ziirich. srt 
with Hrrcuirs busts in relief 

b lIC'ni~ op.cit notC' 2. 277- 9 nos, 762-4. and 775-8, pi xxii . 



l~ NOT~ 

rIg I SilHr ring 1Aith insC"1 Ixzd 'rrom n('ar \\'('ndl('bur\ ' (AkhC"stC"r'\ ~('al('· 2:1 (Photo: AshmolC'an) 

much the \'ogue, and \\-'erc often works of gn'3t elaboration such as the opcn\ .... ork (OpUj 
Inlf"QJilt ) gold ring from Oppell bei ~1er.lig ncar Trier. incidentally set \\ith a relief fig-ufe 
of the seated Rama. 7 Instead of Aims) mrlal settings .~o ld and sih'cr coins were 
somctimrs used, which some economic historians ascribe to the process of 'thesau­
risaLion', though a much more 'flashy' taste is probably at least as important as the urge 
to k('ep pan of one's material wealth on aile's finger or around one 's neck.s The visual 
effect of these coins sel in tht, bezels of rings was virtually the same as on a ring with a 
specially manufactured selling slich as ours. 

The ring, howC\"cr, has another imporlance to us in its local COIllCXt. The Roman small 
town of Alchcsler is some three quarters of a mile north-cast of \\'cndlcbury, and it would 
seem vcry possible that this was the pro\"enance; in any case comments I made in 1975 
apropos a more ordinary base-metal ring found 'ncar Bicester' remain relevant-II The 
social context of antiquities gain from the perspcctive of excavation or at least accurate 
recording and planning. This ring is clearly all itcm of much higher status than the other 
and its owner would seem to be someone for vdlOm the personification of Rome mcant 
something, 

\lART!' HL'\I<' 

Henkrl (1). cit. nOle 5. 14 and pi \i no. 8. 

II rOr;t discus~io!l of the nc'''' ta!;tc scc ~r Ilenig, ·Col1linuu\. ,Ind change in the design of Romalijewdltn ' In 

A Kin!l; Jnd .\1 Heilig, TIlt Roman " ·tll m Ilu Tlllrd (;tntu~. ContributIOns/rom ArrhatOlog) a"d lIutory (1981 ). 12i \3 
Sec ~l.tr5hall op.cit. note 5. 17 and pi, \'ii no. 267. fi.lr chr lje(lm~ ora gold win in a !l;old ring found in Ikht\(rr; 
more modest i\ Ihe sih-cr coin in a \Ih·cr ring from a ntmaliun burial <It Chichcslf'r. dearh not trealcd .1\ 

'trrdurr': cf\ Oo",·n, Chieh,Jur hrOlatlOfU 3 (19781. 9. 31Q. h~" 10.4·8. 
OJ ~I Heilig. \ Sif{n(I-Rinf{ fOlm Ruman AkhtSI('r O:CDTIl,fI.ria. xl (197$),32.>-6 pi xii B 
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TRIAl. TREi'>CHING OF A SAXO;X POTTERY 'CATTER AT ;XORTH STOKE, 
SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE, 1988 

11cknowitdgtmlniS 

\\'c are most ~ralcful to the landowners, Messrs. Allen of :'\'orth Stoke. for permission 10 

do the- fieldwork and for their assistance in topsoil stripping. \\'c would also like to thank 
Adam Hadley and Geoff Mces for their help on site, Maureen Mellor for her comments on 
Ihe po"ery and Julie LO\ell for identifying Ihe bones. The finds and archi\C will be 
deposited in the Ashmolean museum. 

Widespaced fieldwalking in Ihe North SlOke area ncar Wallingford in Ihe Thames Valley 
located several pollCfY SC3ncrs of Prehistoric to ~tcdieval dale, in addition to large 
quantities of struck flints. These have been reportcd on clsc\\ here. 1 Somc\\'hat unexpec· 
led was the recover), of 34 shcrds of Saxon pottery, 17 of which came from the field south 
of :-/orth Slokc village (ST56) (S 607858). 

Subsequently a 1.5 hectare area was di\'ided into a grid of 5 X 5 m. squares and was 
'lOIal collection' ficldwalked: 2 2,246 sherds and 3,253 struck ninlS were rccovered. The 
pouery total included 796 sherds of Saxon pottcry mostl) tempered \\ ith ~rass/sand 
(dung?). Only 18 sherds v.cre tempered with grass alone_ It has been tentalivel~ 
suggested that this may indicatc a date very early in the Saxon period. 3 

::\0 sherds of 
middle Saxon datc wcre found but cleven shcrds were Latc Saxon shell-tempered Sl 
:\eots' \Vare. The distribution of the pottery is sho\\n in fig. I. 

Three machine cut trenches (c. 10 X 2 m.) were dug across one of the higher densil) 
arcas to the south. The main purpose of this was to determine if the pOllery scallers arc 
coincident with contemporary subsoil features. 

A number of subsoil fcatures werc indeed found cut through a cia} silt o\'crlying the 
gravel as shown in fig. 2. Up to nine features were recorded. Five were shown to be 
shallow pits and a sixth (FI4) is a probable posthole. Three features \\'cre une,cavatcd. 
Eighty-four sherds \\cre recovered including all small fra~ments. :\inc were probably 
Roman, two Prehistoric, and onc was daub. The remainder were Saxon, again mostly 
with grassl and tempering. 

Fifty-sevcn banet, and bone fragments were rrcm-ered indicating good sun'j\'al of 
faunal remains; 17 were identifiable:' Callie and sheep predominatcd bUl with goose and 
Roe deer (antler) represented. Three small fragments of sandstone and two of Jurassic 
limestone wcre also found. 

It appears therefore that the scatters of early Saxon poller) do indicate settlemclll \\tlh 
subsoil features present. Ifall orthe denser parts of the scatters in fig. 1 similarh indicatc 
the location of subsoil features, then we secm to ha\'e an cxtt'nsi\e area of archaeological 
deposits. \\'hether this indicates a large or long-livcd settlement. or both, remains to be 
seen. 

STEVE lORD and A:'>:'>n IE HAZLL 

L S. Ford , 'Flint scaltl:rs and prehistoric: stille-ment patttrns in :,outh Oxon and East Be-rks.' in 1\ Brown and 
~t Edmonds (('ds_). Lltllic QnalYJiJ Qnd lattY Bntull Puhutor) (1987). (8.\R clxii), 101-136; ~ Ford alLd A Haull. 
'Prthistoric-. Roman and Saxo~ Stulemenl Palterns al "'"(mh Stokt'. ~ulh Oxon' Oxonlt11Jia.li\ ( 1989 : 

7 A fullrr report on both tht' ficld .... ·alking results .U1d the trial Irenchll1!l: is with Ihe finds .lIld ar("hin' 
(Ashmolran j, and wilh the Ox.fordshire Silt's and ~tonl.lmrnts rrc-ord (Woodstock ) 

1 ~hur('(,11 ~1rllors . JXrs. comm 
t Identified b) J utic:' 1..0\'('11. 
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X\ I'\\'E:,\TORY or ,\'\CIE'\T A'\D HOLY WELLS 1'\ OXFORDSHIRE 

Holy \\-·rlb are a nOloriousl~ neglected aspect of history and folklore, the only areas to 
hiwr h(,(,(l satisfactorily surycyed bcil1~ Scotland, \\ales, COfm,'all, Devon and Dorset, 
,\-tth Brillany •. lI1d i.t few Irish counties. This lack of serious investigation is an enormous 
loss , SIIl('(" h()l~ wells can shed light on a large number of historical themes. Brsidcs the 
qU('stion or \ ... hen Ihe cult of water which Theo Brm\-n has termed 'h~drol<ltry'l) b('~an 
and why. dH'se siles raise imponant issues such as the extent to \'\'hich the Romans 
dbsorbed native culture after the conquest, the survival of the British Church, the 
pos"iibk cOllllcction between Christian holy \\:ells and carly ecclesiastical ('cnlrc'!oi, the 
altitude of tht, medieval Church LO sun'ivals of pagan ,\'orship, and the disruption of 
'traditiollal culture' amon~ the ruling classes after the Reformation, and among the lo\,ver 
dassc..'!oi from the second half of the 18th century. 

So far the hi!oiLOrical and archaeological establishmcnt has generally abandoned the 
holy well to the mystics and antiquarians, allowing myths to develop: notably that mO!oil 
holy wells are deri\'Cd from Celtic or e,'('n ~eolithic originals, although Oxford itself, a 
lIon-Ceitic city with a high number of wells, argues ,lgainst il. Virtually no wells have 
b('cn properly ('xcilvated, although in Oxfordshire, welis at Bicesttr, Eynsham, Cowley, 
Binse) , SlanlOn Sl John. Bamp,on, Woodslock. Curbrid.~c. Tadmarton and North l.ci~h 
all have substantial remains and the sites might repaT ci.1refuJ in\"{'s tigation. Information 
on the ag-l' of holy wells is de!oiperatdy needed, and exca\'<.ltions "ould be most welcome 

The following iI1\"entol) can make a fair claim to completeness, bUl docs nOt pretend to 
ha"e gathered all the information a"ailable on each site: the aim is to provide a basis lor 
future research . Place- and fidd-namt·s suggesting wells have been telllatin'ly included, 
although the possible translation of wltlla as stream remains a constant danger; and thl' 
suggc!oill'd sites are precisely that, since it has not been possible to examine tithe maps, 
etc., in detail. Readers are asked to bear these limitations in mind, and the compiler 
,,,ould \"ricome any additions or corrections. 

Thr inventory follO\\ s the scheme: parish ; well name: su.'{gested map referencc: date of 
fir~l rl't'ord; other information. 

\D\\ J:.;L1 \dda \ Wcll. SL' 699995. 1086 ( \1 (;rUin!it. Plo(t SOml'1 of 0iforrhhiu (1953-4~, III)). 
\ITE:\TO:\ I'ruphrtil' ~pring, ~ite loSl 1676. It s ming forrtold dC'arth oj wrll and prO\ISlOn"IR PluL Vo/ural 

Jil ltOry oj Otjorthhm, 117(5). 301 
\~(:()J l':\DER WYCH\\'OO(): Cold \\'ell. SP 19917,P (, IS:.!:.! I (.dlill~ tIP f il . Hb) 
\..,IH .\LI. Ford .... rll. SIJ :J091l9. 1641lCrllingop.fil :JOO). 

1I0h \\rll. ~p 2q-tl24 \todrrn namr. 
PlIlIla\, IJinnrl SprinlO;:. SP 29710:;' 1226 (CellinI( up. Cit. 3(0). 

\S 10:\ U.\\tJ'TO:\ Holy \\'dl. SP 35802{), H3:l. ·lIuIY ..... rllddd· nWlltlCmrd un murt roll of 11'!2. 1':"("I("r 
Ll\hrdrJ.1 Dean & Chapter, ~fS, 17.;5 (i nf from Dr.J Blair ). 

B:\\tPTO~ J.J.dy Well. SP 3()9032. 1818. Cur("d rye di<;ra~('<;; ncar {';t .. !lt'/Anglo·Saxon ro"tI palJ.C'r: minstN 
town: \I,lV Doll proc:rss("d tltrOul(h to .... n 011 \\'hit \Iunda, tradllioll;tlh' 'Said to rrprr~('nt St ~tary U ,\ 
(ill,·s. /lH/ . Hamplon ( 1848),66---8; Ji.. Hu~hcs-()wfns , Tkr /Jampflm If, /Iou JoOst fn.d.]' 13 11 ; P \t.lnllin~, 
'St la, l\otC'"s ulOxol1, Folklorc', rt'print rrom FoIA·/uu ( 1902 :J), 111 t .... o parts. i, 9 10; .1nnual Rmm/ oj Otjord 
& O'l/TIft FQiJdorr SOl' ( 1951),8). 

1l\'Illl!RY 1I0ly Wdl. SP 156W3. Prrsumably rlIt'din.tl ( ~t f) Lohrl (rd ,), AIllll oj /lilt/HI( Tou-nI, i ( 1969) 
shown Oil map or Hanbury ; original soun'r nOI givfn) 

Jamb's \\'rll Sltr lost. (, 1750. I rad ilinnatlv ni.lnlrd from a.Jt .... who fdl !11tH il ( I Brrslt'\, 1111/ , /JonhuTJ (1811 , 
')21- ,J .wel n 

I Huh .md Ittalill~ Wells 01 Di-HoO' y,onJ DttJl)n .. \lJO( (19,}7 and laltn 
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St. Stt:phrn's Well . approx SP 44H03. 1841 ' \\"e-II kno .... n and still oftrn visited' In that year; wal('T analysed 
1910 likrsin op. cic, 97: R Tiddeman. Watn Supp(, of OltjoTtbJllr, (IYIU). 731. 

BECKLEY- ~l. Donan'\"C'rdh', Wdl , 'P 565123? Church d~ica(ed 10 ~t TinnIV('f'". a upposrd Cdlic Saint \1 
Hobson &. K Prie .... Otl1'lDOT & Its Seren TOlLIU [n.d.], 261. 

\\'oodpt:rn' Well. approx. SP 575104 1858. Gho)1.S laid in it In thai )'C'ar bv Dr. Wilson . President of Trlllu) 
Colkgr ( ~1anning op. cil. i, 13 

BERRICK SALOME: Hillpil ~pring, SU 625937. ,.1840 (Gelli ng op cit. 120). 
BICESTER Brock les5 Sprin~. Site lost. 1910. Used for public suppl), (Tiddema n op. cit 28). 

Crock Well , SP 582228.12 11 from OE. (TO( = pottrry, or (Ioca llradilion ) '\\'ell orthe Cross' P'.C.H Oxon \ii, 
16; S. Hrdges. BlwttT liit.! a Lit/I, Tou:n (1968), 18-19) 

SI Edburga's \Vdl , SP 575225. I ~th c. 'Earl)' gamt'd.d mIraculous reputatIOn'; connected with 51. Edburga's 
~1in5Ier ; .... 'a ter used to fight 1666 fire (VC H 01'on, VI, 16; Hrdl{es op_ cil. 133-5). 

BI:'oJSEY' St Margarrt 's Well , SP 516065. (.1170. Brsidr church; r05(, at S'- Frideswide's pray tors; connect('d 
with her minster at Oxford; used for cures (especially eyrs); used for wishmg with pins; popular 
pilgrima~r; well pulled down 1637. rebuill 1874 (R.C. Ho\X, l..LgtnJary Lort of tht Holy II'tlls of England ( 1893 ), 
126--7; J Blair, 'S t Frideswidr Reconsidered' . OxonltnJia Iii (1987); A Wood , Sun'9 of tIlL AntlquituJ of tht CI~)' 
of Oxford (O"f Hist. Soc. xv, x\'ii, xxxvii), i, p.577. n.34; E. Etllinl{er. 'Documents of British Sup(rsmion in 
O:<ford' Folk-Iou (1942-3), 248) 

BLOXHAM: Godswell. SP 431357 Cndated; name ofa houSt' in the lo\\n ( I',CH 011011 ix, 34). 
Snap Dragon Sprinl{, SP 423367? 1802 (Gelli ng op. cit, 395). 

BOURTOr.; Butler Well , SP 459'J57? 1716 (ibid. 18), 
BRIGHTWELL BAl.OWI", C.da', \\'tll , SU 6<7957. 1086 (,b,d 121). 

Bright Well. ~U 655951 887 (ibid 111 
Hoh- \\'dl Site lost. 1245. Perhaps identical wllh the aboH (Ibid 121) 

BRITWELL SALO~IE: Briton's Well (?), SU 673936? 1086. From OE. bryllQ = lord. or brylQ = Briton ibid_ 105) , 
BROL'GHTO~ Chad's Well , SP W5390? 1969 P~sibly 51 Chad's, or JXrhaps from OE. ttQld = cold cf. 

Chad\\ell In Essex (P, H Reaney , Platt SaWJ of E's1tx ( 1935). 150; , ',C H Oxon IX , 86). 
CASSINGTO:'oJ' Pear Tree Wrll (?), SP 443120. 1551 -2 From OE. plr = pcar tree, pyr = strram, or hurgh (Ge lling 

op. cit. 253; E.T. Lcrds and ~.t. Riley , 'Two Saxon Cemeteries ill Cassington', OXOnUIUIQ, vii (1942),61--70). 
CA VERSFI ELO: Hawk 's \Vell . SP 568245. (.1840. Pt'rhaps connecled .... ,lIh tribal IOtrms? (Gdl ing op. cit. 204), 
CHARLBURY' ~purndl's Spring, SP 392201. ~Iodrrn lIamt'. ~ear Roman villa Slle (C.A R. Radford, 'A Roman 

Villa at 01lchley Park', OxotlltnsiQ, i (1936), 2+-69). 
CHARLTOX O~ OTMOOR: Healing Wells. approx SP 562157, Prat-water wells. currd ca ttle dis('ase. 'moor 

evil', and eClema in humans, also ey(' diseases; lair or coach vanishing Into bog nearby (Hobson and Prier. 
op cit, 32). 

CHURCHILL: Churchill ~lil1 Spring, SP 277216. 1676, Saline; frequt'nted by pigeons (Plot op. cil 37-8). 
CLEYOON: Pt'rt'nnial Spring. Site lost. 1676. Flows most in driest wt'ather (Ibid 30). 
COR:'OWELL: Cranr's Well. SP 269271 1086 (Gdl ing op. cit. 346). 
COWLEY' St Bartholomew's We'll , SP 53\-655. 1661-6, but probabh datrs to within aft' .... Hars of the 

foundation of St. Bartholomew's Chapel. 1126, or precedes it Anached to leprr hospitaL pill{l"imal{e 
licensed 1336; cult Involved an image ofSt. Bartholomew suppressed under Elizabeth I. but garlandin)il; of 
the well on ~Ia)" Oay and Holy Thursda)' rrtained; possibly a boundary perambulation; also calied 
Hickwdl , Strowell (Wood op. cit. ii. 514--17; \\' Boase, Huloric TOlJ..fIJ. Oxford ( 1887),30) 

CRAWLEY' ShowrJ Spring, ~p 342133_ 1822. From 1toftn lJ..ulIQ = seHn wells (Gell ing op cit 314 
CROWELL: Crow's Well , Sli 794999. 1086 (ibid. III) 
CeOOESDO:'\ White Horse \\'ell , SP 603030. A sprinl{ by the road with a rdirf of the White Horse of Cffinl{ton 

above it It is unknown In the \illage; p(rhaps the r('cent work of local pagans 
CURBRIDGE: Ancient Well . SP 317087. Undated A wdl marked in Gothic Iwwnl{ on the Ordnance Sur.-e\,. 

but otherwise unknown. ~tay be identical to A hmorr or Kcltle Wells below. 
Ashmore We'll. ~ile losl. (,1840 (Gelling op. cit, 310). 
Kettle Well. Sile lost, 969 (ibid ). 
Coral Spring Site losl. 1822. The namc suggests a petrifyin~ spring (ibid 316). 

OEDOINGTO~ ' King's Spring,P 466324_ ~Iodern name, but perhaps derived from Charles Kin~. vicar of 
Deddinglon 1697-1700 ( H.~1 ColVin, Hut, DtddinKlo1l (1963),119). 

DORCHESTER Coli Well. SU 579961 (.1470-80. Cured eyes; haunted b)' ghost of farmer on horseback 
(Gelling op, cit 6; Manning op, cit. i, 14). 

ORA YTON ST LEONARD: Shad \\'e11. (.1840. From OE, suad = boundary; on parish boundary; cured eye!.; 
hauntcd by the same ghost as at Dorchester (Gr llinl{ op. cit. 10; ~Ianninl{ op. cit. i, 14) 

DU~S TEW: Bickwell Spring, SP -158285' 1793 (CellinI{ op_ cit 17), 
EL5FIELO Penny \\·dl. SP 538099, 1703. Surt'h a reference to \-oti\'(, offerings; 200 \d. from church I ibid. 170 
£:O:STO~E: Gold \\'dl , SP 373244 1664 l'sed bv Thomas Bushell for .... aterworks and romantic fountains and 
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fot lulto:<!o.1I his huu')('" kno\\n as Bush('W .. \\'dl~ III Ibhl I\. \ J()rci.ln. Parochiill HU/. fJutottf (18~)7. 18-:lO,. 
Huh \\'tll. ~I) 3i8:l:;5~ (1280 G('lIin~ op_ Cit J.I . 

LPWU.L: Euppa's Wdl, !-'P 3.)HU5. 956 (ibid, .Jll). 
E\\TI.~IE· 1:\\('101(' \\'rll. Sl' b"916. 1676. R .. m 10\\t'''1 in \\Intt'f .Jnd highf'!ll in 5ummt'r {I'lot op nl 3U). 

Grr-.tt Well. ~l' bl:l91h Hl8fi IGc'lIm't op. (-it 1'l7; d. C 8 Grund\ ,\QtOlll.iJlld Clrllrurs ojlfl/h. 2nd Sf'r (19191 
8U I 

EY,\~H.\\I \bbt·y \\c·ll. .~P IHO~11. 1:l13-:.?8 (.1\ Holt'"dl). \hl:)('~ fuuncit'd 1005; Saxon nUIl\u"r tfmll (H E 
. ..."llIn «'d.l. F)mnalll Carl ,0,,1'. Hi .. !. SOC' xlix, Ii), 1. 1.">7, ii, 12.66. 227: J Blair, 'E\lIsh .. m d.'S it (;('ocral 
I']iln' in\nl{lj)-~.lx()n Oxli)rcishin" F,mham Rno,d. \' (111M), 1 hI 

rRI n\LLI. \\i'Shin~ \\'1"'11. . ...,P 5:.n:Z9Y 108b. From <H.bll" - .lU~ur" (Gt'lIin~ op. cit. 211 
(~.\R~I'(;TO' (:ornl>(' \\'f'll. ~I) 57102b. {111O 1 (;rllinj( up, (il 17.'l~ rCI{ Oton \. III I. 

Ell \\'f'li ~1If" Imt. c.1l1O (;r!lill.'!: up. cil 175; I' (.' II ()\Im \ I I.it, 
\1.1nual ~pring.)P 189031. C),SO (as ~Ii\('rwrlld 011 l)dmh huundar, (C('lIin~ op. cit 9). 
I'rlli\\.elL )P,)8()01:.? Loe.!!, unr['wrdcd name 
Pri('\I\ \\'dL ~lIr 10 .. t {I'ell OtUII. \ III 
)('hoIM"" \\'rll . ~J> 58301<-1 I"(Kal, unrrnJrdrd neum'; d ~dl\lJJr \\,f'l1. \lorland . in ;\ H Smith. Piau SamtJ oj 

WtJlmor/and (1%7-·81. II, In. 
(;RL.\T HA~ELLY H uh \\'dt. ,Ipprux .. ..,p 66711·17 (. It~O CLlml nt's; nrxl to chapel of 111<1; un .. peohrd ritr~ 

prrform«l b, p.trk-ket"JX' ..... Jt it U :\uhrr\, Rtma/lltl oj (~tnljfi\mt and JudOlrmr. rd. J Brill[,11 11881), 111 J 
Shrrwood and' Pr\\ner, Bulldm(J oj O,on, 7Hl 

Quct'nshood :-'prlll'{. sP b5001l1 1<iS1. but (I Qu('(·n ...... u(Jd (:I(J~I' { 18 .. 1-0.:\ 'famous sp limo( , unn.nllrd. still 
.. pokrn of ill \'I1I<1,<:r l()rJIiI1l': np. rit, 1301 

('RE.\ I ROLl.RI(iH I 1 .• ld\ \\'rll. ~p .J:183Il) 1601 (;'rllin~ op, nt Ii' 
(;RL\T IE\\' Hnh \\rll. SP J8H~H)'> (,1170 lihlo, III. 
H'\'BOROl'GII Huh Wrll. Silr IO~1 19')7 In hdd (· .. lIro PriC"~I\ (:111!lr~ pile;rim!l "cll \lrs EI('\ 111 . Innual 

Rrr oj O,{o,d & Dulrrcl 10Wol( Sue (19)7), (j) 
\\'ollmdl \\"dl, ~ilr 10'01. 1()l1S (;('lIine; up. (II 17). 

1t.\'\\'ELL: P('rrnni.tl "'prin,{, 1969. h«ls m('ciir\al fi\hpflnd ... I ,en O\/J1I ix. 1721. 
HETHE: S, Gr-nr~r· .. WriJ. 1718 cr .\d Fonte-Ill 1~lmih. I3lh ccnlOn I·.CH O,on. \i, 170 
IIOLWELL. Huh \\"rll. 1189 las HnlC'"C'ilal, bUI lIali"'dl 1221 ((ie-liine; up. t'it 325). 
!lOOK :\,ORTO:\ Rnbbrr'" \\rlL ( 1160. From uraU( - robbC'r libid, 3.j-l-5 
1I0RLEY· Y('lIn\\. \\'['11, 170.') ( I ell O\UII ix, 123), 
I~LlP' 1101) \\"1'11 I?) \9.').1 Icssrialt-d pool l1e.tr ROIll..ln·Briti 'ih Irmplc (R Coo(khild & J}{ J.i.lrk. · rh(' 

ROIll;lIlO-(:('ltic Tt'mplr .It \\'oo<ir<lton' , (hofllrmia, xix ( 19JI ), 17). 
KE:,\'COT Bcd \\'ell , ~p 262(111. ~Iodf'rn name. 
J.i.1J)J)I"GTO,,\ anc!\",rERLEICH \Io()rlake "'prime, ~p 109131 \lcx:!cnl nam(' 

Woud \\'('11 , ",p W91<18. 12b8 (Grllin'{ op. cil. JS9). 
KIRI U\'GTO:\ Dunslx-~ ~prine;. ",p 518192 ~Iod('rn namr 

J).l~h\\-'ood's Pond. Sltr losl 1902IJ; Sir J Da .. h"ulx:!·$ ~h()sl laid in it \Iallnine; op. Cit, I, Ill) 
LI n I.E n ;\\ Chrf\\rll )plln~. SI) 170291l Local. ullrrl'Urc!rd namr 

SrHn \\rlls. ~p .Jlb291 lUSh' Gelline; np. l'it 2<-11 
\tlDDLE AS)"O:\ Hur-.r- \\rll. SP lil271 1682 .... Huh \\rll Hccalnt· Hors(' Wdl b, IH% ((.. BrnClkr~. 

/hit .. \flddlt .bton and\lttplt :111M 111291.111 
\tJ:\STER 1.0\TI.L: I.ad, \\"dl, SP .117116. r.1811 ('f'lIill~ flp. nt, .H.)I 

". 1'1 LEBEl) \l olher Hibhlrlnrer\ !',priOlI;. ~p 7lXl870, Ih7h 'rH'r falls (Plol 01'. (It. .11 (,.\ (.Ix)kr, 
rU/JDJ:,aphual Dtffnptwn ~I tht Counl) oj Chluu' /r.1830). U:J). 

'0 J.i. E: IIraiin't \\1"11. )itr 1(1~1. (.19(MI, Curf"d surr I'\n 110"'011 .tnd Pricr op. cit. 241 
'OR I H I.EI(;II. L.lck \\('11. SP :178118. (.1900, Pro('('~,iml\ m.loc- until {, 1900; e;hostl\- (o.1('h pil~~rs il .md a 

Btark do~ laid in a pool nc-<tr!J\ (I' (; II Oton. xii. 19<1; In"ual Rt(o,d of OX! & Dutn(l l olA/orr sO(. (19.19), 
~ 1: K \1 Bri~~~ . FulJ..lort uJ /ht Co/mu!d! (19711, CI.')) 

ODDI '(;1 0' Hridin~ \\'dh. Sill' 10"11 1676. Pe,tI·", ,tI("I" wt"ik ('ul"rd ryrs and 'lnnor-rvi\': (ak.Hf'uu~: UlU' in 
Par~(lIla'{(, Field' ,1'101 lip. (it. tq: lI ob~on and Pri('r np. (·it 21 

OS.'EY liarold \ \\'rll Site 1\I~1. Ihfil (), \hbe\- Inuncl!'c! 1129 IW(IIKI up. cit i. 316 l1.b; I (" II ()lQn i\ 
Iii.')) 

OXFORD .\ristnllr ' .. well. ~p \03079. 1381 ," /J,-ummann.llli'tllt), Roberl Brooman, \,lndowllrr (.12f)(); 
Bur~hmdnnt'~\\.rllt' b, IU:i;\mtntlr', \\'rll b\ Ibl,r;; ........ hilut; ~u~.tr .Ind w31t'r drunk Ihne unlil ( 1880; 111 

1718, ,·ie-tor.. (If siudent ~,amc-s 011 \ \h Wrolh"\d.1\ It'ft Iht'lr Imphirs hrrr , H.E. Sallrr, Rtc. oj ,Htdwal Ot{o,d 
(19121,43: H f. ),lhtr.\ftdltia/ O,!u,d 19.1b 11<1, \\'(xxi op. ('II i. 3S3 n. 354-:>; P H \1annin~, in OtjtmJ 
llo~Q':'Jnt. II ~Ial I'M)) 

\\lll1t'r~ \\"ell, ~lIr I(I~I I:lOj. Rolx'r\ :\\lmrr. J.w(\()\\-ot'r (.l2ll1 ,W()fxt op. tit. i, 3521. 
Chilo' .. \\ 'rll apprnx SP ')090hl 15H6~ Currd barn'nn('s~ 'tn \ITlUr of the holyness(' (If thr chapr\ynrs 
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"U(I" 1\('10. 'l(''[''''lnti:: Innt" pahap .. a poc.l 10 ,ht I ham('O) \\uud up_ (i( I. H~ln .. H lIu~t. Vtju,d 
TOfJQK1Ilplt, (189<1 • .?l. .ibl 

ero .... \\'rll. ~p 5190bj I.Hti. em')') IIrarl)\ (!liO; \uHrcd 1)\ Dr \~hllnb\, (lb:""'O, .md b\ Dr R.)\l.lill'ion. 
1626: cur('d n;('s; .. till (,,,bird c.l8i{) \\"ood op. nl I, :J8J.--h .• lnd •• pp_ .\, n 17; Hur'). op. ~il. ~17. UbI. 

Hoh Well uf Hoh .... dl. ~p :;100b7. Illa<> 'txl 10 ('hunh \\ilh hrrmu.lll;r nrarb" w\('rrd b\ Ih(' \\.trdt'fl 01 
~1('r1lJn, I t88: ~lhfoll.J <1(' Hali\\dk .... a~ lando .... Il('f in 13i1 ,(,t1II11V; op nl. 3b: "',xxi up. cit i. J8H-!l Hur,>1 

op CII. 1801 \Iuch ('Unru!olun .... llh thC' fullo"lIl~ .hrre \\tll., 
Huh Well 01 Hoh .... rll (;r('('I1. SP 52011".'. Ib51 BUilt 1)\ \Ir Cu",drt\ pt'rhap!> Iht" · .... (:11 of lall: ("("('<lMl and 

flOW musl usrd' in 170S j\\'ood op. lil i. 38(;, Plot up. 1"11. 1m) 
Hoi). \\'('11 uf Holvw("11 \lanor. SP 5:20067. 1896 {n'di~w\t'I"\Jl Bf"IH'.lth .tltar of ~I.lnor Ch.tpd: It'd 'cold 

bath'; pc-rhaps alw tu\"ered b\ the ~krton "arden. 1188; called ~~ Winifrt'd Jnd \ldT.2;aret·s Wdl after ,I 

(:Iewrr ~isl~r!i' wnHnt in the ~Ianur, hut a ~I \\'lIlifn:d\ \\'dl .... .llI said in 1887 1<1 have 1x'('11 E. of St. 
Banhulume", 's Well. (:0 .... 1("\ inllrom ~Ir (, ~lur't.Hl: Hop<' up (It 12U: Hur~ll)p, dt. 137; litlolsr op. ciI. 

30). 
Jenny \'t''''lon's \\'1"11, SJ> .)21066. 1675? Cured ryrs~ In Holywell wa\'t'\ard; perll'lps 10 be identified wilh 

Holy Well on Uxt'tan's map. 167.; (Hu~ op. CII. In) 
Postrrn Wrll. SP :;19Ub3, 166\-6. AI EaslJi!;ale; pt"rh.lp.!l Ih(' poul dralllrd in i3<i3? (Wood op, CIt. i. 2<.Hn 

Hur'il up cit. 137' 
Pulr WrI\ Sitr losl 1386 • Grllin't op. cit. 36 
SI. Edmund's \\'eli. SP 5:.?5061 1191 St. Edmund had .1 \ision (lr Chnst hrre and the wd\ rusr at his lert, 

bishop of Lincoln {"ondrmned its mirilc1~s as fraudulf"nt in 1291. and condrmn('d the ol1erin't of c:andles 
th~rr 10 IJ04; c:urrd "ounds and general diseas('; 'paurrn' on St, Edmund's Da\ 116 :'\0\ I whrn \(''''' .. made 
.11 tht ",('II; rt'storrd 1630 hut almost lost 10 \\"ooct's time: not Iht' mctllr\al \\rllll1 front quad, ofSI. Edmund 
Hall "nh the modrrn Inscription hallmtu aqua! 111 ~alldlo drjontlbullQ/lalonJ Hopt op. cit. 12U ... 1: Wood op 
cit. I. 188-91. 189n .128--9; Plot op, ("it. 50; &.ls(' up. ("it. 57 

St ~ldT}'·s Wrll. SP 516065. 1661 -6. '\('Xt to th.lprl of ~t. ~lar.-,u-th("-~mith-G.Hr (\\{lod lip. cit. I, 

388nl. 
Sla"ill~ W("II. Sf' 5131.1(,0. 1672 SloPJX"d up al th.1I datr (Hur..t up. nt, -l6: WocKi i. JOBn 
Siock Wrli. SP 509065. (.1205. Also callt'"d Cornish Ch{Ju'th'ColI~h Wrll and Plaw's Weil (WcKKi op. cil I. 

36>--b; Salter, Jltd, Ot). I Hi, 148; Gelling op. tit, HJ. 
Ulward's Wrll. Slt(" lost. 1661-6. :'\alllf'd from John LTlward. landu .... lI("r (Wood lip, cil. i, 3:;4n 
Walton's Wdl, SI' 50507,1. 1661 ·6. ~tod{'rn fountilin huilt by William Ward, 1885; much wnfusion with 

Aristotie'll Wrll sin(r both "{'reo owned hy BrUlllm.1Il Ie Rith (Wood op. cit. i, :Ji2· 3 nn.). 
PIDDI;'o;GTO:\' Cow Close- Spring, SI) 6H162. ;"llIdcrn namr. 

;"Ius"...rll Sprinli;:. SP bH15P {.IIS!. from OE. muuultilo.;. nlU!i'\ \pring; 011 count\ boundar. ILclling up 
("II, 185). 

ROTHERt- I El.I) PEPPARD; Kin~ .... 'ood Well. SP 698821 c.1900? Ro.ldside well'S, Butier, .\Irmontl oj ROlhrifultl 
Prpparri bt}oTt Ihr F/Ht World /l'ar {n,d.I, 3·1) 

SWli;:rhill Spring, SP 712810. 1285. From Se1(li;:esweile. 'Srq,;a's ~pnnR;' (Ceiling op. cit. SO) 
ROl·SI-IA~1 St. Grrman's Wrll, SP482212, 1626. Church. no" dedit·alW to SI. ~Iar.'. "as SI. German·s I ,C /I 

OXOlf, xi, 159). 
SA:\OFORD ST ~1:\RTr\ Led"ell \\' ("11, SP HU:za1 JUao. Sulphuri{' ,C("lling op. cil 280 

Hoi)' Wrll, approx, SP 122267. 1676. Cur("d 'pulrid and felid old !lurrs': probabh thr samr as Ihe mrdicinal 
spring cul\'('Tled and losl in 1910, in firld norlh oflhr (hureh (Plol op. cit. 19: l"iddeman op. tit, 68) 

SHE:-.iI:-.iG ro~ Kinw('11 Sprin't. SP 366+43. {.I H I Ikrj\ation unc("Tlain (Gelhn~ op. (il. 4(3), 
~HIP'I()~ C,\DER "YellWOOD: Trot's SPOUI ~I) 178172. ~Iudrrn name. but Piol speaks ofa lc-rru'tll1ou .. 

spring 111 Ihr vill.lge (1'101 op. cit. t7 
SIBFORD COWER. Cain·! W("II , SP 366397, ~lodrrn name. 

Hot) \\0"('11, SP 357577 1884. On tht' Ordnancr Sun.·("\ of Ihal d",r 
SPEL5BURY· Cirver Wrlls, SP 34222P 1553. :\ow a gardtn !"eaturr; Irnants told to maintain th('m at Ihr 

manor courl, 1553: 3J. Gd. fine for hreachin~ this II1Junction .lnd ttl. for rach duck polluun't tht' "'ilter (E. 
Corixu. lIist S/HlsbllTJ (1962), 77). 

Holy W('II, .:&pprox SP 348215. 19'19, bUI dates .11 I("asl 10 mid-19th t·rntury {.5O ,"d. from church: used 1{lr 
baptismal water until {. I880 (E. Corbett, in FoIA-lor, (1919),78) 

Tenan ts' Wrll. Silr lost 1962. By Tenanl's Well Ston(', p('rhap'i tllr h .. ,e of a (T(lSS (Corbell, I/u/ Spel,. 278) 
STA:\'TO;'o; I-IARCO UR·1 Lady Alice's Pond. SP 416055. 1902/3, Ad.lpl«i from mt'diC"\al fishpoob; I.ad .. Alu;r 

thrcourt said 10 ha\'(' been murd(,'frd and thro'" n inlo pond and hrr ~hosl latrr laid in II, 'tho,ts .llso 01 

Lad" Frallus, and offemaie suicidt' laid in dnro pond "ho no" ridt"'i in a coach-and-four I ~Iannlnli;: np. (·II 
i. 14-15; Ii. 15; I".ell Oxon. xii. 277). 

STA~TO~ Sf JOH~ :\'ann}'l~elly Martin's Wt'l1. SP 55208b, 1902/3, bUI ohviously much nldrr Roman 
hath-housr. \'illa site n('arb\", said to cure e\'('s .lnd to be h.lunl('d b\ murdtrrdisuicide "'ell-'tuardian, laid 
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in nearby pond. no~ dry; also black dog and headless "oman in barton Lane (ibid. i, 14-15; W Jewin , 
I("utr to Folk·lort (1903). 183-5) 

STEEPLE ASTON: Duckworth's \\-'ell, 1767 (as Ducket 's Well ) (Gelling op. cil. 247), 
STEEPLE BARTOX: Seven Wells ite lost. c.1210 (ibid . 249) 
S rOKE LY:\,E: Old Oak Well, approx SP 568287 1910; prcferrt1:t to the public suppl) in that )'tar (Tiddeman 

op. cit. 73), 

STOKE ROW ~laharaJah 's Well, SL 677842. IBM A mod('rn ..... e11 built 1864 as the gin of the ~Iaharajah of 
Benares ( L. D. Williamson , l/[uJtralld flist. of tIlt l.{ana,QjD!t 'J Utll, StOAt Ro«' ( 1988») 

s rO:'\ESfJELD: Ruddy WeU, SP 394183. 1298 From OF Tolhut = cattle. l'sed for public !IoUppJ) in 1910 
I iddeman op. cit. 7; Gelling op. cil 284 

SWALCLIFFE: Stour Well, SP 378363.1797. hourr.t of the SlOur (Gelhng op. cit, 426,. 
SWERFORD: Dl~gtr's Well, SP 377314? c 1160-70 (as Dlgrnt'swella ). From the name Dlun (ibid. 383) 
SW INBROOK : Sc .... rn Springs, SP 285143. ,\Iodrrn name 
I AD:\IARTO~ Holy Well. SP 392356. 1346. A pa .... ed "ay It'd from a Roman hillfort to thr well ; \"('1)' pure 

.... ater; also callrd Sugar \\'ell (Gelling op cit 106; Tiddrman op. cit. 7; T. Beesley. Chmucal Anah;IJ oj tht 
Walt'rs oj /Jo('Jiu,tfl. Tadmarton Htalh ( 1853)). 

lI-JAME: Cotlmoor Well, approx. SP 723052. 1797, but cr. Cotmoor 1517 (Gelling op, cit, 146). 
Court \\'eli . approx SP 702059, 1860. Restored (,1830; hrld as curali\'r for e\'e diseasN unlil mid· 1850) (l 

Luplon, Hut 'T1wmt anJ Its Hamltll (1860), 7-8;J BrO"'n dnd X Curs!. Hisl Thamt 11935),248). 
\\!\RDI'\GTO~ Granl1\' \\ell, SP 493463. 1957 . ..... ear repulrd British nUage site; possible dedic.uion 10 ~t. 

Anne; cur('d eyes (~1iss Loveday in Annual Ru OxJord and DUfriet Fo/Alort Soc. (1957),6). 
\\ESTCOTI BARTOX Robbers WelliCagmg",ell. SP 408251 (.1173, From OE, gatdt"n, =- kinsman.rob!x-r 

(Gellmg op. cil 348--91 
WLSTWELL, W<,. \\'d l. SP 222099. 1086 (ib,d 332) 
\\,IGGI~TO~ Hoi) Wdl , SP 385323. 1685 I" Hollowdl ) l ib,d. 4118). 
WIT'\fEY' Boar \\ell, SP 343090. 1315 (ibid 315). 
WOlVERCOTE: 'St frides .... ide's \\'ell' Remdlll$ of a .... rli near the chapd of GodSIO .... nunnery , "'dter 

presumablv used ror ritual purpoSC$ in thc chapd and rna)' thus hOI\"(' bor",~ a dedication 
Wolward's Well Sitc lost. (.1260. From William \\'ol""ard , landowner (.1240 (Ceiling op. eic 36). 

WOODEATON 'Holy Rood "'rll ' Spring ris('S btside church)'ard; may have been hoi)", cf MatildJ ad 
Fontem. 14th c. (V CH Oxon, ..... 309) 

WOODSTOCK Fair Rosamund's Wrll , SP 436165. 1165 (as Evers .... ~II; from OE. toit' = boar?). :\amed after 
Rosamund dr Clifford; in ruins b} 1577 (C.j Bond and K. 'I'iller, Bltnhelm, Landsca/NJor a Palau (1987),16-7; 
Briggs op. cit , n·5). 

"\'ew Found Wdl , approx SP 437J.'l2. c.1830. :\tineral sprin~ and gardrn fealur(' (Cooke op. cit. 155) 
\\'()OlIO~' Slut's W('II , SP 439203. 1961 From 'St, luke's Well' or D. Xorse l{rtr = sleet. impure liquid , Uf 

OE. l{tft =- muddy (Annual Rtc. Oxford and Dutnct FolklortSoc. (1961),4; K Camcron, Piau Xamtl LInCJ . ( 1985), 
39). 

WVCIIWOOD: C .... dcr \\'ell, SP 336171 ~Iod('rn name. 
WOft \\'('11, SP 334167 ~Iodern name. but Lcafidd peopl(' visited the springs on Easter ~tonda~ !x-forc the 

('nclosure of Ihe Resen.e. mixed the .... al('r "'lIh liquorier, and kept for healing ( Bri~gs op. cit 100 

JA~IE'> R.\lllL 

Tht SOCitIJ iJ .~raliful 10 Balliol Colltgt, Oxford. for a granl from Iht Broumn,~ FUlid 10u'ardJ 
publicallOli of IhiJ paptr 


