Anglo-Saxon Estates in the Vale of the White Horse
By DELLA H(XlKE
Wilh conlribulions by L.S. CREE!'. I. HOR);BROOK and M. MELLOR

SUMMARY

I'"

On Iht soul"'m sidt of Iht Valt oj Iht Whilt HorSt Iht land rists SIUPIy from Iht clay valt 10
chalk
down/and. By lalt Anglo-Saxon timts the aTea had bun diz,ided into a numbtr of narrow, tlongated
estates, lach incorporating a portion of tkt l·ailq land, Ihe scarp fact. and a substantial Qrla of the highLr
chalk/and. Marty of Ihm tslalts wm 10 bt Iht subjtcl of lalt Anglo-Saxon land granls, a numbtr oj Iht
grants accompanied b..y delailed boundary sun'rys. The chariers and rtlated boundary clauses art of
COfuidtrablt inlaut in thai thty ftuol infonnation about land-use at the time at which they Wirf
compIled; thty also cast some light upon the proals of (slalt demarcation.jor tht grants did TUJI always
conum tntirt parishes. The prtstnt paper lxamints Q number of charteTS u'hich riftr 10 Ihe thrtt adjactnl
porishtS of Woolslont, Uffinglon and Kingslon Lislt. although a Julia inquiry inlo
charltr tvidtnct
availablt for a widtr arta in Iht ralt u·ill bt Iht basis of a forlhcomin.~ paptr.' An apptndix dtScribtS
finds Jrom a Romano-Brilish and Iron Agt Slit al Fawltr COPStc

I'"

ESTATE UNITS

Circa AD 931 £lhelslan, lhen ealdorman of Easl Anglia, gran led an estate al Uffinlunt,
UffinglOn, lO the church ofSl. Mary al Abingdon (Fig. 1)-' The granl, however, appears 10
have failed lO ,ake cffccl,' for in AD 953 Kin.~ Eadred is found gran ling the same eslale lO
his 'minister', iElfsige and .tElfsige's wife, Eadgifu." Although this second estate, assessed at
some 33 cassali, is said to lie at .£Sctsburh, the boundary clause of the charter, which is of
undoubted authenticity, quite clearly encompasses lhe same ("stale as that described in th("
earlier grant. /Esctsburh was the name given by the Anglo-Saxons to Uffington Castle, a
major Iron Age hillfort which dominates the top of the escarpment on the west boundary of
Uffinglon. The boundary belween Uffinglon and Woolslon. originally ran lhrough the
middle of the fortified area, and the name ttl .Ejctsb~rig was also allached to estates in
WoolslOnc parish in AD 856, AD 944 and AD 958.~ The name may mean 'lhc burh, or
1 D . Hook~ , 'Rtgionitl Variation in Southern and Central England in the Angln.. S.lxon Prriud ,md its
Rdationship 10 Land Units and St-uiC'ment', in O. Hooke: (cd.), Anllio-Satun StUltmrn/J (forthc{)min~)
:I:
P.H. Sawyer. Angfo.Sa:rDn Chart{fJ, an Armo14ltd Lisl and Bih/wKrap~f (1 %8) (tU'reaht'r !'.i), S. 1208: \V de Gra ...'
Birch , Cartu/arium Saxonicum. 3 \-'ols. ( 1885-99) (hcrc-aflrr B/, B. 68718; .\pp. I
l
M Gelling, 'The Old English charter buundarin of Brrk-.hin-· in TIl, PI/iU' \'umt) of lJtTkl!utr ~ IWrt·.littT
PNB). ;;;,; (E. P '1.~ h. 1976). 67&-7
4
S. 561, B. 899, PVB , loe . cit.; App. I
) S. 317, B. ·191;~. 503, B. 796; S. 575. B. 902; App. I; \1 CellinI(, S'ln~tJ to flu P(l.JI· Plact-\amtI and ,h,

Hist.ry .j lingland (1978). 19-1 , 201-2.
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Est,Ut patlerns

In

(h(' Vall: of Ih(' White Horse, O"fordshirc.

fortification, of .I£sc', As Gelling nOl('S. ffinglon Castle is "the most impressive of the Iron
Agc hill-forts OIl the Downs' and a relatcd name . Esctsdun seems to haw' been applied to the
whole line of the Berkshire: Downs c. AD 900. h The whole of UffingLOIl had become a
possession or Abingdon Abbey by 1086, The mallor had been assessed al 40 hides TRE,
some seven hides in excess of the I Oth-CCJ11ury estalr granted to iElfsigc and his wife and its
exact constitUlion is not clear. In common with man) Olhcr church estates. the hidage
ass("ssmcnl was reduced in 1086, in this case to U hides. An estate at Balking, in the \'ale
beside the River Ock, was associated with Fawler in a grant or AD 963 7 in which King
Edgar ~ranlrd lands lO his chamberlain, IElhclsi~r; bUl Balking, wilh \\'oolslone, was lO
remain a chapelry of ffinglOn in medieval times, impJ>in~ that Uffington had berome the
major ecclesiastical rocus.
The western part of \\'oolslOne, which had been granted as a 20-cossoll eSlate ~l
.EfctJb)r(~ 10 Aldred in I\D 856, was re-granL('d 10 ' Vulfric, the 'minister' of King Edmund,
111 AD 94",",,8 It was not, however, until AD 958!! that ' '\'ulfrir a lso acquired d1(' eastern
section, also described as lying ttl /I!..J((J~¥rlg, and it was presumably under his ownership
that the estate became known as O/uriaslont. '\Vulfrir's estate', first recorded under this
1

"

•

PSH i (EPS.S. xlix. 1973 ) 3; C. Plummrr (f"d). Ttl'O 0/ tJIt Saxon (:hronul" ParalM (lSfH)I . 18.
713,B 1121.
S 56 1, B 899; S 317, B 191
S ,7" 8 9(rl
~

131

A:-;GLO-SAXO:-; ESTATES 1:-; THE VALE OF THE WHITE HORSE

o

--_ ..........

Recorded or au,..,, 'ving borrow
Field ayatema

--..----

(cropmarka)

Iron Age hili fort

<>

•

Romono . s,...t ,

a'"

bYrlol

Romono · ar.II • .., villa

@

Romono · BrU lan •• ttleme"t

•

Romano - Bntla'" pottery acoUe,..

Anglo·Sa.on Pogon burial
Edge at .corp I gr •• n.and ond
coombe depoe lt.
Ed". 01 chalk

•<o

'."

I
I
L ___ ....

•

o

~

t

o

I
I

,

Co
t

I

I

, km

Fi~

2

The area around

lJmn~um:

drcharologicai featur('s.

132

DELLA HOOKE

name in the Domesday SurvC) of J 086. I() At that lime, however, the manor seems to have
remained divided, for a 20-hide manor was hcld by the Bishop of Winchester, in 1086
reduced to 10 hides, and 20 hides may have been included within the Abbot of
Glastonbury's Ashbury estale. The parish of Kingslon Lisle, to lhe caSl of Uffington, was
similarly di,idcd longitudinally before Domesday, for in AD 963 King Edgar granted a
10-mallS.. estate ..1Sptrtsholtt to his chamberlain, iEthelsige, and the boundary clause reveals
that Ihis was the westem section of the present parish of Kingslon Lisle, probably
coterminous with the township of Fawler. By 1086 this estate was claimed by Abingdon
Abbey, allegedly with the king's consent, having passed from a former owner, Edric, to his
son who was a monk at Abingdon . Other estates at Cingtslun (7 mallStt) and Kingtslu", (20
hides) were acquired by the Abbey in the later I Oth century. Although these may have been
at Kingston Lisle, identific..1.tion cannOl be certain ll and of these, only Fawler remained
with the abbey in 1086.
It is not clear from the pre-Conquest charters when the area was first divided up into
the rectangular-shaped holdings upon which the ecclesiastical parishes were based, but in
the late prehistoric period the area serms to have formed a less fragmented territorial unit.
So-called 'Celtic' field systems, which appear to have remained in use well into the Roman
period , are cut across by the later ('state boundaries. Only a limited number of Roman
settlement sites arc known from lhe area of the three parishes examined here, including one
known villa and lwO possible villas, together with several smaller 'native' settlements (Fig.
2), but these show little obvious direct relationship to present-day administrative boundaries. Attention has been drawn to thr incidenc(' of pagan Anglo-Saxon burials found upon,
or near to, estate boundaries in sOl11e regions of south-central En~land , particularly in
valley areas fringing chalk upland.l :l pon this basis, som(,13 have argued for a system of
land allotmenl taking place in the 7th century, by which lime these regions had passed
under Anglo-Saxon rule and when the practice of boundary burial seems to have been
fashionable. Earlier burials not on boundaries arc known at \Valchfield, only 3km. to the
north . In this region, pagan Anglo-Saxon burials have been located on Stockholm Farm,
ncar the westenl boundary ofUffington, and secondary in a barrow ncar Uffington Castle
on Whitehorse Hill. Further pagan burials have been located on the site of a Roman villa
ncar, bUl not on, the western boundary of\Voolstone. 15 ~o additional burials have yet been
discovered within the estate units but the evidence from such a limiled area cannot be
considered adequate to confirm or ncgate the apparent boundary/burial relationship.
Allhough evidence from one part of the country is nOt necessarily indicative of
conditions elsewhere, the present writer lb has notcd the frequent usc of the OE hlaw term to
describe a tumulus constructed or reused for Anglo-Saxon burial, while btorg was often used
for prehistoric tumuli (or tumuli-shaped hills). In this area dudt btorh appears to eonlradiet
this association, for il was the name of a barrow on vVhitehorse Hill , in the vicinity of a
recorded Anglo-Saxon burial. However, the name seems to have referred lO a barrow which
was not used by the An~lo-Saxons. who made their interments in a smaller, less prominent,

I"

I). Morgan, Domudoy JJooJ., 5. BuluJriu (1979). 2.1.
S. 778, B. 1260; S. 1216, B. 1262; S. 1666. FE. l-Iarlllt'r, .4.nglo-Snxo" Writs (1952), Sl3.
1:1
D. Bonnry, ' Pagan Saxon Burials and Boundaries III Wihshirr', Wilu. ArchotOl. Nat. Hut .\10.(. Ixi (1966),
2.>-30; 'Earl) Boundaries in W("Ss('x " in PJ Fowlrr (t'd.), Arc/rotolog, and tlte LondJeQpt. F.J.faYJ fa, J•. I' C;nnsLIl
(1972). 16!H16
11 A Goodirr, 'Thr Formation of Boundari(,5 10 Anglo--S.lxon England. il Statistical SlUd)", ,\I,d, Arcll. )!;xVIII
(1981). 1 ·23
... R.A Chambtrs and C. Stull, rrport in .HnJ .4rch . ... niii (1981). 238.
u A ~1('anry • .4 Ga.ttlktr oj AII~/...Suon BllrraJ S.UJ (1%1).
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barrow nearby. There arc, however, numerous other hl5w siles mentioned in the charters.
They include hodts h11u,tlhodm hllw, 'Hod's tumulus', and /Ja stanhltewtlstan hl"wan, 'the
SlOne tumulus ' , upon the Uffinglon/Kingston Lisle boundary, the first surviving as an
unexcav31cd tree-covered earthwork today, and hundtshlltwtlhundts hkw, 'hound's lUmulus"
and haftCtS hlttu:tlhaJoCtS h/"w, 'hawk's tumulus', upon the ffington/Woolstone boundary,
both probably to be identified with known Bronze Age barrows nOl known to be associated
with secondary burial. The latter are also referred to by the term htorg in the East
\o\'ooisLonc chaner. The evidence remains insufficient to support the Anglo-Saxon
boundary/burial association, Indeed, blahhildl byrig"s, 'Beaghild's burial-place', on the
weslern boundary of Wooistonc to the north of Cowlcaze Farm, is a barrow which has
produced goods including a bronze pin, a jet ornament and shale ring of unproven but
probable Romano-British date, 17 Kemble l8 suggested that OE byrgtls wilh a personal name
might indicate a pagan Anglo-Saxon burial site, perhaps on a site previously used for
earlier burial, but the evidence is inconclusive. A 'heathen burial' site is also recorded on
the internal Wools tone boundary but has nO( been linked with archaeological dating
evidence.

LA~O-t:SE

WITHIN ESTATE U:"ITS

The charters arc important in that they help to indicate the area which lay under arabic
cultivation in the 9th and I Oth centuries and suggest how the regional economy was
apparently closely linked with estate demarcation.

a) Tilt chalk dowlIs

Just over half of the land incorporated within the Anglo-Saxon estates consisted of high
down land, much of it composed of Middle Chalk deposils with the Upper Chalk preserved
only on the highest parts of the downs. Umil recent years, extensive Celtic field sysLCms
survived on the upper downs in the southern parts of the parishes in this area, their
Iynchets frequently running directly across estate boundaries. Their use is likely to haye
been contemporary with the occupation of the hillforls, but numerous smaller enclosures
arc also now being re\'Calcd by cropmarks detected by aerial photography. The major
fortified site, Uffington Castle, is situated on the highest point of the chalk scarp, at 261m.
on \Vhitehorse Hill. It lies beside a major prehistoric routeway known as 'The Ridge \Vay'
and from it there are extensive \-"iews northwards over the Vale. The horse figure carved
into the hillside nearby is undated. The dramatic nature of the area obviously attracted the
An~Io-Saxons and the pagan burials from here haw been noted above, The hillfort itself is
the .'Esasburh of the charters, and the boundary clause of UffinglOn runs into ~JcttsbyrigtS
mogtatt, and SWll ut ttl /Jam ..rogtatt, 'to Ashbury's south gate and lhus out at the north gate',
while the prominent chalk outlier or Dragon Hill seems to have been called Italts btorhl"",,
btorh. Gellinglq nOles that taltS could have been the genitive ofa personainame or could be
derived from tcltsin, the British word for a Christian church. Compounded with the word
17
S~1R 7982,9565; H Puke, Tht Arduuowgy of BtrAshlu (1931 ). lOb. 23b; Buh .1rduuol.J. xlii (1938), 10.>--6.
But the Anglo-Saxon burials on \\'hilC'hoTSC Hill wert' also accompaniC"d by a Romano-British brooch : S~I R 7903 ,

1073 I.
18 J.M KrmblC', ' NotC's
19 PNB. iii, 683.

or Heathen

Interment in 1he CtXbx /),p/omatUUJ', .hchatol.

J.

xi\; (1857), 119-39.
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for a barrow the former is perhaps most likely, although Christian shrines appear to have
been established near other hillfort sites, apparently Christianizing a former pagan place of
worship.20 A smaller fortified hillforl also lies in a scarp-top position, similar to that of
Uffingtoll Cas Lie, on Rams Hill, only one and a half kilometres to the cast. This seems to
have been a less strongly fortified, and perhaps initially less 10ng~lived, site although a
square-ditched enclosure containing Romano-British burials abuus on to it. 21 Again, the
UflinglOn boundary runs in to hrtmmLSbyngts Iwrog,au. ""rhut /Ja byng. ut ILt /Jam suOgtau, 'lO
the north gate of Raven's Camp, right through the camp, out at the south gate'. Constantly
under cultivation, the site is not well-preserved today. The ridgeway which followed the
line of the escarpment and passed ncar both of these camps is referred to in the charters as
the hrycwlZg. Although burh was occasionally conrused with rorms or beorg in the charters,
paddebyrig, literally 'toad camp', is a rurther rortified site rererred to in the Uflington bounds
ncar the south~eastern corner of the parish. Here aerial photography has rcvealed a
rectangular enclosure, of probable Iron Age datc, with remnants of an associated field
system. 22 This lies in the south-western corner of Kingston Lisle parish on the northern
side of a small valley which drains south-eastwards. Lautrubyrig, 'lark camp', in the same
charter may be a reference to an cnclosure (or barrow, neithcr identified) which lay on
Uffington Down to the south ofUffington Castlc. 23 Several other undated enclosures lie on
thc downland but are not referrcd to in the boundary clauses. A further large hillfort,
Hardwcll Camp, lay on the brow of the escarpmcnt in Compton Beauchamp parish and is
refcrred to in a charter of Hardwell 2-1 as ItlllS byrg, eTell's camp'.
Scaners of Romano-British pottery and corn-drying ovens found in association with
thc ficld systems suggest that these were in usc into at least thc 4th century AD, and
Romano-British settlcmcnt sitcs associated with them have been identificd in othcr
parishcs in the area. An enclosure which has produced Romano-British sherds lay ncar thc
western boundary orUflington on the high downland to the south orUflington Castle?' By
the Anglo-Saxon period, however, the fields and thcir associated settlements appear to have
gone out of usc. At the sitc of the settlement recordcd above, the charters refer only to a
slodjalde, a 'stud fold' for horses. These were usually found in hilly, uncultivatcd rcgions,
where sufficicnt land was clear for thc hcrds to be pastured. The othcr landmarks referred
to in this area in the charters also serm to indicate open pasture rather than cultivated
ground, for they consist mainly of archaeological features or natural landmarks, thc sort of
features usually resorted to in less intensively developcd regions. 26
The various tumuli refcrred to have been already noted. Several dykes also occur.
Some of them on the downland may be of prehistoric origin , for the langan die, 'the long
dyke', and the saorlan did seorlan die, 'the short dyke', lay on the Uffillgton/ WoolslOne
boundary 10 the sOUlh ofUffington Castle. There is still a ditch and bank running along the
boundary at this point, preserved on the southern side of Uffington Down. An taldan dic,
'old dyke', appears 10 have marked the southern boundary of \\'oolstonc parish whcrc a
Iynchet survives but is coincidcnt with a trackway leading south-wcstwards. Othcr
landmarks included stones. Althoug-h a stone on the site of latlluetEn stanJTtEdductJ stant/tift

:.to

"
n
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D. Hookt, 'Cada 's Minstt'r, Broadway, Worcs .', IJuli. G./J.A. ChurchtJ Comm. xviii (1983), 2- 6.
SMR 10557
SMR 12066.
Onl), a cross·ridgc dyke running across Ihe boundary is known on the south sidr oftht hill. S~IR 7515 srI:

hc.-Iow.
11

,
lI.,

S. 369, B. 601 , PNB. iii. 684-6.
SMR 75t5 .
D. Hookt', Tlzt An,(io·S4xoll LDndj(QfH: Tht KIn(tWm oj lIlt HU'icct ( 1985). 63-5.
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laus sian, 'Ta:ttuca's slonc', is noted on modern six-inch Ordnance Survey maps at the
southern end of the \Voolstonc/Uffi ngLOn boundary. no sign of it remains today. Others,
however, can be identified. The m,rgtn stall, 'the great slone', is a large sarsen stone on the
southern part of the Compton Beauchamp/ Woolstone bounda!) and the lodd~,,,s s~ccing',
' the beggar's pallet" is indeed a Hal sarsen, shaped like a pillo",. on the same boundary to
the easl of Com pion Copse. A further stone slood beside Ihe ridl{eway further to the north.
A number of hollows noted as boundary landmarks on the Uffington/Kingston Lisle
boundary have not been identified but could ha\'c brcil ancient chalk pits or natural
features.
Other natural features noted as landmarks on the downland included a slope, /Jan hlidt,
and dunJ"oa hllllSSrI{dom J"oa hat) , 'Dunfri15's headland', on Kingston Warren Down, and
the h,andund!, 'the high hill', of Uffington Down on the Uffinglon/Woolstone boundary.
F,amhillu sl,d, 'Ihe valley of the ferny hill', seems to have been a small valley on the west
Wools tone boundary ncar Pingoose Covert, and Gelling27 some years ago noted a distinct
hollow on the site of po... bryst.. dd, 'valley or dell' compounded with a word derived from
OE beTstan, 'to burst'. Several hline features arc also referred to on the west \Voolstonc
boundary but there seems lillie rcason necessarily to associatc thcse with arable cultivation.
The term seems to have been used for a Sleep slope resembling a step, whether of
man-made or natural origin. The uuon Mine (wok, kline), 'crookcd Iynchet', may still be
traced along that part of the \Voolstone/Compton Beauchamp boundary between the two
stones referred to above, where a step has formed on the eastern side of the narrow dry
valley, draining southwards, which is followed by the boundary. The Iynchct is most
pronounced where a trackway along the boundary has cut into the chalk.
An 18th-century map of UffingLOn suggests that at some stage in the later medieval
period arable cultivation had extended all over the higher downland. The 1785 estate map
indicates strips, probably ridge and furrow , extending to the southern boundary of the
parish, although Kingston Warren Down was then known as 'The Green Down'.28
Whitehorse Hill is not shown on this map. Similarly in Kingston Lisle, the 1785 map
indicates ridge and furrow extending over the whole of the downland to the eastern
boundary of Kingston Warren Farm. Similar evidence is not available for \Voolstone but
field-names again suggest widespread cullivation. Today the brown rendzina soils of the
chalklands arc classified as largely 'grade threc' soils, partially limitcd in their potential by
the exposed nature of the land , but their fertility is maintained by the liberal addition of
artificial fertilizers. The down land region has obviously been one of intermittent arabIc
cultivation, reaching a peak in pre-Anglo-Saxon times, at some time in the medieval period
and again today. There is, however, little indication in the documents of imensi\'e arabIc
cultivation in the immediate pre-Conquest period. Both environmental and culLural
factors may have been responsible for this. Some degradation of the chalk soils b)' the late
Roman period is suggested, following the continuous intensive use of the land for cereal
crops over many centuries. Continuous monoculturr may have led to a substantial
build-up, tOO, of insect pests in the soiL~ The withdrawal of the Roman army and a
collapse of the market economy may also have led to decreased demands for cereals but
there may also have been a drop in population levels leading to a shrinkage oflhe cultivated

PNB, iii, 680.
'A MapofUTington in the: County of Be:rkshil"(", 1785; fawlrr and Kingston Lisle, 1785; and 'A Survry of
Lord Craven's ESlat~" 1785: Berks R.O Reading-, D/EC PI2, D/EC 1)1 3 and D/EC £13.
2'9
M. Ikll. 'Valley S~imc:nts and EIl\·; ronmfntal Chan~e'. in G. Dimblrby (ro.). TIlL linrironmnrl oj "fan
(B.A.R. 87. 1981),85; P.C. Buckland, 'Cereal Production. Storage and Population: a C~I\. eal', S. Limbrt-) and
J.G. Evans (cds.), T1u Efftct of Malt In 1M Landscape.- tilL Lou·land Zon, (C.B.A R~. Rep. 21. 1978), 43-5.
27
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area in sub-Roman and early Anglo-Saxon limes. \Vhatevrr the causes, there are few
references to cultivation or woodland in this area in the charters of the three parishes
discussed here. A ·way to the wood' is recorded on the eastern boundary or Hardwell,
possibly with rererence to a wood on the site or Hardwcll Camp (see below), and rights in
woodland are recorded in the charter grants of the \\'001510I1e estates but no woodland is
recorded on any or these estates in the Domesday Surveyor 1086. One can only postulate
that the upland region may have been used primarily ror the pasturing or stock.

rHE CENTRAL ZONE

Reference in the clauses to arable cultivation do, however. abound in a wide band
stretching roughly rrom the 100m. contour at the root orthe escarpment up ovcr the brow or
the scarp race (Fig. 3). In Kingston Lisle and Uflington, rererences to agricultural terms
cease near the two hilIrorts or Rams Hill and flington Castle, but they extcnd rurther
south on the western boundary or Woolstone to reach part way down the dip slope. The
land here ralls away south·westwards rrom the heights or Uflington Down, Rams Hill and
Kingston Warrell Down, being for the most part below 200m., before rising again
westwards in Ashbury parish. This region is crossed by the 1cknield Way , rererred to in the
charters as iktnildt slrtatt, a major routeway along the foot of the downs running from
Wiltshire north·eastwards along thc southern side or the Vale towards the royal viII or
Wantage and on to the Upper Thames Valley, thus unitin'lthe northern part orthe West
Saxon kingdom . The road runs through the most fertile section of the Vale, for on the
lower slopes the soils of the Lower Chalk and pper Grccnsand wash down to mingle with
those of the Vale, resulting in a band of soils today regarded as 'grade two' in calibre argillic brown earths or gleyic brown calcareous earths. While steepness may hinder
cultivation on parts of the scarp slope, especially in thl" vicinity ofWhitchorse Hill, the land
tends to rise in a series of relativcJy gentle steps. Cultivation appears to have continucd
again on the land rising to the ridgeway.
This zone was not without scttlement in Roman limes. I ndeed, field systems then
probably continued downslope rrom the higher land. possibly with more regular fields at
lower levcJs, only to be destroyed by later cultivation. In Woolstooe a villa site with a
number or tessellated pavements lay to the west or the present village, on the 100m.
contour, and sherds of I roo Age date have also been found in th(' vicinity.30 In Kingston
Lisle parish a site to th(" north of the present village, near the northern margin of the main
cultivated Lone at 85m., has produced quantities of Romano-British sherds ,..-hich may
suggest a second farmstead in the area, and further Romano-British sherds have also been
found in association with a large barrow betwcen this sitc and the present village.:·u Of
particular interest is a site nr-ar the present-day village of Fawler, in the ,,,estem section of
Kingston Lisle parish. The name or this settlement is derived rrom OE ·fol:f.jWr, 'paved
Roor', and numf'rous pieces of tesserae from a floor have indced recently been found, in
association with Romano-British pottery, mainly domcstic jars and bowls of coarse ware
(a ppendix 2). This site has produced quantities or Romano-British and (allegrdly)
Anglo-Saxon pottery in the pasl,32 although none of this survives, and the more recelll
discoveries of worked flints also indicate an earlier prehistoric presencc ncar the sitc, 'file
30 SMR 7316; W_ Pag(' and E.;\1. Calthrop, 'Romano- British Ikruhlrr·. in VC /I , 8tr"s. i, 222; Oxu"",uUJ. xx
(19)>), 91. 771, A."f'"''J'. x (t881), 133
" SMR
7>46, 7930.
'2 SMR 7894, 9000.

7m.

138

DELLA HOOKE

site lies on the mngton/Kingston Lisle boundary where a brook drains down rrom the
escarpment in a narrow coomb cut into the scarp fa e; the Uffinglon charters refer to it as
pm haligt Jlowe/~rt halga" JIOWt, ' the holy place'. Medieval pottery rrom the site is mainly
domestic ware or (. 1200-1400 AD, but it is remarkable that a site regarded ror some reason
as 'holy' in the 10th century should also have become the site or a medieval church, the
Chapel or SI. James. No roundation date is known ror this, but it is recorded here by the
16th century, only to be demolished arter 1733.33
By medieval times, a number or settlement nuclei had been established at the root or
the actual escarpment, usually tucked in beside a stream near) or slightly below, the springs
emerging rrom the junction or the Lower Chalk and the Upper Greensand. Some or these
springs arc noted in the boundary clauses, such as octnnt wyllas, 'Ock springs" alternatively
referred to as jJollil! tl!wulm, 'the source of the stream' J at the source of a headwater stream of
the River Ock in WoolsLOnc. The settlement nuclei seem often to be related to the narrow,
elongated estale divisions noted in the late Anglo-Saxon charters and had probably come
into being by the 9th and 10th centuries. Thus, Fawler lay within the western section or
Kingston Lisle parish , a separate settlement nucleus to the wC'st of the main village.
Wools tone, on the other hand , was united by the 10th century under the ownership or the
thegn \Vulfric, and it may be significant that \Voolstone parish contains only one m..~or
sculement, this bearing Wulfric's name. This may provide valuable insight into the process
of nucleation which seems to have been taking place in this and many other areas in this
period, and to the role or the people who gave their names, probably as manorial lords, to
so many \'illagc seulements. 3 ·' Uffington parish is unusual in that scarp-foot seulemenLS
include only a number of farms, Sower Hill Farm and Britchcombc Farm, while the main
village, probably another relatively lalC' nucleation, lies much further to the north.
Boundary clauses rarely mention scttlements, which were probably usually located well
within the boundaries of the estates, but the Fawlcr clause refers to SUlltmmmtS wyriJigel
suntmallntS wtOToig, 'Suneman's enclosure or farm" upon the internal boundary between
Fawler and Kingston Lisle, close to the later village nucleus.
'The charters also show that mills were being established on some of these estates by
the 10th century, for a mill is recorded in Woolstone. established upon the pam myle sirtamt,
'the mill stream', a tributary of the Ock, and it is clear that the mill stood upon the site of
the later medieval mill, to the north or the village. By 1086 there were at least rour mills
functioning on the manors of Uffington, Wools tone and Fawlcr, two of these in Wools tone.
The charter evidence for arable cultivation mostly consists of references to particular
types oflandmarks using terms which have been shown to be almost consistently associated
with some form of open.ficld agriculture-. 3.') Isolated references mean little, but here the
concentration is sufficiently marked for the location of the early medie\'al fields to be
suggested. The date at which 'medieval'-type rurlongs and strip holdings originated has yet
to be ascertained, but the chancrs suggest that a similar form of agriculture was in usc b)
the 10th century in this zone. The agricultural lands or the estates were probably closely
related to the settlements noted above by this period, with some rorm or open-field
agriculture organized around each township nucleus. Fields named 'Slacklands' may
indicate the accumulation of organic matter in the soil near a seulemclll, and arc found
near the present-day villages or Kingston Lislr and Sparsholt.

VC.H Btrks. iv, 318
,.. M. Grlling, SllttPOJI,s to IJu Past: PJau-Namn aNl tll~ lII,story of Ett,(JQM (1978). 177-85.
:u D Hookr. 'The Origins ofO~n·Fidd Agriculture: the Evidrn~ from thr Prr..('.onqu('S1 Chaners oflhr
W('SI Mldland ~'. in T Rowlry (r(t), 7M Origllts oj OfJt,,-Fi~1d AgrituJhm (198 1), 39-63.
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The UffinglOn boundary passed rrom 'the holy place' in rawler to first one headland
and then another berore reaching Rams Hill. These reatures coincide with 'stepped'
boundaries, rormed when a boundary was rorced to negotiate blocks or e>tablished fields,
although later 'straightening' seems to ha\'e remo\'ed the first headland and only the second
is shown on the 1785 estate map. The charter references seem to confirm that theboundaries ,,'ere alrt'ady irregular in this way by the later Anglo-Saxon period . There is a

rurther reference to a headland just beyond Rams Hill. The equi\'alent part or the western
boundary or Uffin'lton passes over higher land on Whitehorse Hill, and it is not until the
boundar) crosses the lcknicld Street northwards that the charters again refer to arabic

land. Arter the strcct, the boundary runs .ryOOtIlLJ dunnhl" bt PtJ htaJd ICtTlJ wtJIJurh. dun oJa
pa pWY's furh 'straight down by the west furrow of the head acrt', down over the cross-wise
furrow'. Once again, tll('re arc two steps in the boundary here, to the west of Sower Hill

Farm, and the other Uffington charter and the east Woolstone charter rerer to pa and
htaJdulpa and hiaJda, 'the headlands', at this poinl. The western boundary orWoolstone also
crosses this arable t;onc, and arabic features are noted in the landmarks which occur

betwern the Icknicld Street and the Ridgeway and ror some distance beyond. The westorn
boundary or Wools tone runs rrom po ... bryJII dtl (discussed earlier) panan and iang.JYrh ..nn..
Iftr to jJam JrIin(~. oanon on 00 Mafda on hryClL'«g, ',hence along ,h(" furrow onc acre, to the
Iynchct, thence to the headlands to (the) ridgeway'. The charter ror Hardwell in Compton
Beauchamp adds a gore, a rurrow and a headland, rollowed by rurther Iynehets and
furrows, and it is this additional charter which

noU'S

numerous similar landmarks between

the leknicld Way and the Ridge Way, landmarks which include Innt ,~ar "ur, PtrtJurh, anum
ondhtofdu.m. anrt fOritrOI, 'a gore-shaped acre'. 'a furrow'. 'a headland" and 'a projecting
piece orploughland' (or 'a headland at the end or plough strips'). Above the Ridge Way the
boundary is indeed stepped, but between the Ridge Way and the Icknicld Way it is now
quite straight, with no indication today of the irregularities suggested by the pre-Conquest
boundary c1ausc. Where the steps survive, they serm to be closcly related to the pattern of
the ridge and furrow cultivation in the medieval firlds, of which some may be traced on the
ground, somr may be reconstructed from air photographs, and some is shown on 18th- and

19th-centul)' maps; hut ploughing in this way may merely have responded to a pattern
imposed by an rarlier underlying field-system. It,

THE \\1.1.

A substantial portion orthe three parishes under dis ussion is made up of the lower land of
the Valr. a region predominantly of clay soils draining northwards to the River Ock.

Although deposits or Lower Greensand cap the Kimmeridge Clays in the north or
Uffington parish, gwing patches or rerruginous sands which rorm islands or slightly raised
ground, much orth. Vale is low-lying and the bulk orit is Hoored with the hea,] soils orthe
Gault Clays. ~tan) str("ams drain from thr f'scarpment. and thr charters suggest that in
Anglo-Saxon times there wrre large areas of undrained marshland. The UffinglOn clause.
for instancr, nott's that after circumventing the sandy outcrop of mordunt, 'the hill in

marshland' (now known as 'Alrred's Hill'), the boundary ran pwyrl ofir />tIlL mor. innan
jJwyrsnlt" midrihlts, 'across over the marsh straight to (the) ?crosswise mere'. The second
Uffington charter sho\\.s that it thrn met another mere and continued along two further
areas of marshland . Thrre were additional meres in thr area which have not survh.:ed ttxla)
and also rererences to a nubtddt, 'rush-bed' , and a hrucpyfiit, 'rush thicket', indicating
HUC'lk(' op . ell _ Ofll(' I
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damp ground_ Some or the boundary dykes, like the norl>langt die, 'the northward dyke',
which ran along the northern part of the western boundary of UffingLOn, and bulan die,
'Bula's dyke'. on the eastern boundary, may have facilitated drainag'c.
Although a large area in the north or Uffington parish was still known as 'Woolston
Moors' in the 19th century (Fig. 4),37 the region was not all marshland, ror the charters
refer on several occasions to meadowland. HLipptn Iwm in UffinglOn may have been a hamm
in the sense of 'a water-meadow" to the south-west of the present village, and the
field-names Great and Little Ham arc recorded near here in the 19th century. Further
north lay bulan Tnltdtdhulmud, 'Bula's meadow', and po dent mid, ' the clean meadow', later to
be known as Prcstham, 'priest's water-meadow'. A further meadow is recorded in
Woolstone in the vicinity or the later Wools tone Mcadow. The Domesday Survey also
indicated large, carefully measured, acreages of meadowland on these manors in 1086,38
with 212 ac. noted in Kingston Lisle, together with a further 50 ac. in Fawler, 85 ac. in
UffinglOn and 150 ac. on the Bishop ofWinchestcr's manor in Woo Is tone. Field-names, as
indicated, show that much of the northern area was used as meadowland in historical
times, the meadows providing valuable crops of hay which were needed for the winter
feeding of stock. Large common meadows and areas of common pasture survived in
Uffington and Kingston Lisle until their enclosure in the 18th century. That stock-rcaring
or dairying was also a not unimportant feature of the early medieval economy is suggested
by a reference to ~tS cinega scypent, 'the king's cow-sheds', which stood near the
north-eastern Fawler boundary, not far distant from the Stutficld Brook. This may have
been the rorerunner or the dairy-rarm in Kingston Lisle recorded in 108639 which paid a
rent or six weys or cheese annually to the king. The grant or Fawler by King Edgar to
A::thelsige, his chamberlain, in AD 963, also adds an kyrdt "'ic ..I hapalacing, 'a hcrdin~
establishment at Balking', again indicating stock rearing in the Vale. One hide ofland and
12 ac. of meadow were associated with this farm .
Arable land was not absent from this northern zone, for the Fawler charter also refers
to a btanJurlang, 'bean furlong', 31 the fOOl of the Greensand spur to the west of the present
Kingston Common Farm. This may have been on the site or the later Lynch Field and the
rollowing landmark, sntllts hiinet, 'Snell's Iynchet', was probably the steep slope orthe scarp
which rises up to the present village and which carries Lynch Coppice upon its Ranks
today. There is also an area of arable which has no( been precisely located ncar the
swynhroe, 'swine brook', in Hardwcll. This probably lay on slightly raised ground to the west
of the present Cowlcaze Farm.
At some stage in the medieval period, track ways or drovcways led up from the lowland
meadows to the upper down land. One such route, paM tald.. hord wyll..s w"'g, 'the old
Hardwcll way', is recorded along the western boundary of Wools tone in the 10th century
and survived as Hardwcll Lane. It continued southwards as POnt taldan wudu Wtg, 'tht' old
way ?to the wood', but, as noted above, thl' wood may have been the forerunner of
Hardwell Wood, covering the Iron Age hillrort or Hardwell Camp. Field evidence shows
that at one time a track continued on towards the Ridge \Vay; but the charters show no
indication of this, and this is the line of boundary which appears once to have negotiated
cultivated land berort' being subsequently straightened. Another ran between ancient
field-systems along the Ashbury/Compton Beauchamp boundary and was rererred to in the

19lh-ct:ntury ma»s of thr three parishes arr depositro al the Berks. R.O., Reading. !"hey include- (heUffingtoll Tithr Award, 1846. 0/01 134/l and farm maps D/EG E 19/20123/30/33/37-11
r.CH B"". i. 306-1.
19
P. Morgan. &rbhlTt DomlJlJaJ. J .32.
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charters as pont grefUln weg, 'the green way' ,oW upon the higher downlanrl. The charters
make few other direct references to such tracks, although a trackway later ran along the
Compton Beauchamp/ Woolstone boundary where the charter records 'the crooked IynChCl'.

The evidence of the charters is that land-usc was closely adapted to the topography in
thl' early medieval period , and probably better attuned to the natural resources than in
preceding periods. Cropland, meadowland and pasture wefe integral features of each eSlale
unit, and there seems to have been adequate summer pasture for flocks and herds on the
open down land above the cultivated fields. This can only have been attained either as a
product of diminishing demands upon agriculture brought about by reduced population
lrvds or reduced marketing demands, or by the adoption of different methods of organizing
agriculture. I t is likely that all these factors were involved, the fragmentation of estates in
itself creating the necessity for increased self-sufficiency within each individual estate unit.
The success of the methods involved is shown by their apparent continuation into much
latcr times.

\11PENDIX 1: THE CHARTERS"
.1D 8Sfj (S. 317, B. 491, Gelling C l ): Grant of land It .EsctS~'mg (UtTington Castle) by King .k.thelwulfto Aldred,

his mmist~r. 20 cassati ~t ,£sctsbyng; bounds of west \\'ooISlone.
AI) 90.'/ (S. 369, B. 601, Gelling C Ill ): Grant of land at lIardwdl in Compton Beauchamp by King I:::dward 10
Tata ,Eth~humflo; 3 manenJu It flardU'(JI~; bounds of Hardwdl.
(. AD 931 (S. 1208,8.687/8, Ceiling C IV): Grant orland at Uffing-ton by £(hclslan, smalor (ealdorman), to St
Mary's Abingdon; UJlmtunt; with bounds of Uffington.
AD 944 (S. 503. B. 796, Gelling C I): Grant orland at ,EsctS~mg (Uffington Castle) by King Edmund to Wulfric,
his mmisur; 20 man.u at .£SUS~yrig; bounds of west Wools tOile.
AD 953 (S. 561, B. 899, Gdling C V): Grant of land at .f'...rwburh (U ffinglon Castle) by King Eadred to ..£Ifsige,
nlln/sur, and Eadgifu, wife of ..£Ifsigc; 33 (QJsatl at /J£smbllrh; with bounds of Uffing-toll.
AD 958 (5.575, B. 902, Gelling C II) : Grant orland ~t /f:Sm~)lrig (Uffington Castle) by King Eadred to Wulfric,
his mlllisttr, 20 manstu ,t .l:.scu~"rjg ; with bounds of cast Woolstone.
AD 960 (S. 687, B. 1055): King Edgar 10 Wulfric, his 1Illnisl~r, rt'"storation of lands forfcil(~d for somt'" olTence,
mcluding .f.:sushuruh (U ffington Caslid.
AD 963 (5.7 13, B. 1121 , CcllingC Vl): Crant ofland at Sparsholt, Balking and a mill at ' Hurgro\"(" in Drayton by
King Edgar to tEthdsige, his chamberlain; 10 manJllt S/HWhO/I~; with bounds (Fawler in Kingston Lisle); I manJa
with 12 a.(ri at Balking, a mill at ' Hurgro\"e' with 12 a.(n· belonging to it
.1/) 970 (S. 778, B. 1260): Grant of land at Kingston by Kin~ Ed~ar to Brihteah, his deacon; 7 manSl at Cmgtstun.
AD 971 X 980 (S. 1216, B. 1262): Record ofa purchase by Abbot Osgar of Abingdon from Ealdorman £lfllC~rt'" of
\1erC"ia of land at ' Kingston '; 20 hides II AITI.(utu'lt (?Kingslon Lisle)
AD 10/2 x 1066 (S. 1866, Harmer. Jf/nls, 10): Writ of King Edward confirming to the church of Abingdon land al
Sparshoh giHn by Edric's son, a monk at Abingdon (western part of Kingston Lisle).

\PI'E!'II)IX 2, RECENT FINDS FROM A ROMANO-BRITISH AND MEDIEVAL SITE AT FAWLER IN
THE PARISH OF KINGSTON LlSLE, TilE VALE OF THE WHITE HORSE with contributions from l
HOR~BROOK (Field Section, Oxford Count)" Museum ), L.S. GREEN and M . MELLOR (Oxford Archaeolo~il·a l Unit)
I·h(" sitr lies OIl Fawlt"r Copst'" in Kingston I,isle parish, centred on grid reference SU 321878. rhr finds have !.>ten
toll,'Clt-d over is number of years by tht" owner of the site. Mr. J.I.M . Stewart.
Siont malmo/: Fragments or chalk, Oint, limestone and sandstone haH been recov~red t olle piec~ orlimcstone
b4,'aring incised lint'S. Thirlet'"n shaped tcsseTae represent part or a paved floor, likely 10 be that whieh gavt' rise 10
thr pl.lt·r-name Fawlt'r, the name of the nearby mrdieval village .

.... 1

"

S.564, 8.908. For further discussion of this cha rter see Hooke op. cit. note 1
Citrd by rt"fert"nce to number in Sawyer, Birch and Gt'lling opp. cit . nOles 2 and 3
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71ILjJltts (1,,011 Hornbrook'
m~ 13 Rinu hav(' httn fQund. bl.53% ollhem a~ IrO)I 'ipalls. A funb(,1" 38.-1-7%
arc: Imapped and .... orked pitct'S of flint; of thnt' lhrcc art' scrap<"r1 and on(' ill a punch. Out of Ihe 101011
frtnl
spalls. 74.500/0 ha\'(' bttn ddibt'ratdy \\ork«l; 5 are ICraJX'n ..... hil(' oor is a po~:)ibl(' ('n~H:r, The prefrrrro
pc:riod of 15.38% (If the flints .... ould be Ih(' :\'rolithic. Ihal of Ih(" t"('mdirun~ 8-t.62% the Bronu .-\~('.
11rL pottny
GTttn and ~t ~1('l1or) Almost equal qU.lntiliM of R()mano-Brimh .and medir\al .....1.(n haH'
~n found in r«rnl y('ars at Fa.... lc:r C(lpse. the 'hnh. sile' rf'frrrro to in the prt'-Cunqunt charten. For raeh
pc:riod, most of Ih(' sh<:rd, arC" of coarse dom~uc wart'S (jan, bo.... ls. and n»f)kin~-p'Jls),
loe Roman material i made up pmiominantl) of coar"i(, reduced .... arc of loc.al origin ( probabh, from tht
Oxford kilns), somr orit brann!'; simplr incistd decoraliun 10 Ihr furm ofinu..ro hachurn. '\"-shapt"d d I~S and
conC('ntri circles. Jars of various types and a I~~('r numlxr 01 00",,1, ar(' pr('...('nt, lhrtt !>.h('rds of Oxford
rrd/brown colour-coalrd 'Aar(' dating from afu:r :UO AD. 011(' (lr whit-h is a monarium sh('rd.. ha\'(' bttn
id('ntiflrd42 Also prt'Srnt ar(, lOlall quantities of DorM'! blatk-burnishro I (jars and a flan~ro bo"l) and somt'
shdl-t('mprrw pourf)' which indudt'S a $tandard hll(' Roman jal fonn "ilh a hooktd nm, Whilr hudy lh('rd
makr up 61% of the lowl. 29% are rims and. 10% bases (81 shrrds in 101.11) Wnh lhr Mone fragmenls. an
additional piece of flur-til(, confirms tht" pr("Sentr of a buildinlt. l)Ossibly of \'iIIa-ty~,
The medinal pouerv is again of a domesllC C'haracler, mad,(' up larg('l) 01 lherds from stora~e jars .Ind
coc.kmg \,("Sst'l It is predominantly in a chalk-and nint-I('mpc:rw "are made in East Wiltshir(' but marketro o\'('r
a .... idr ,]fra of Oxfords hire {Oxford ("pt' AQ; It indudn rom(' herds with cflmbed and applitd sirip d("('()taliun
Th(' forms af"(' roukin~/stor-.lgt' \-"("S!j('ls. shallo'A pans and deep-sldt"CI bo'A Is. ju~'Jo and lir('t:ovrrs. 76% of this group
consists of body sh('rds. 13% of rims and II % of baS" (63 sh('rds m lotal) 'rh(' r('mainin~ h('rds (II) include jUR'i
mad(' In a fin('r und" fabric, and d<'Coratt'd with 'A hil(' !ilip, 'I'hi!> 'Aas markrtrd throughout soutlu:'m Oxfordshlrr
and alonR th(' K('nnN \'all(') (Oxford t}pt' AGI. A r(''A sh('rdi ar(' rrom jug$ mad(' al Brill. Bucks. ~Oxfurd "1lC"
A~1 11 This group mcludn shrrds braring a pronounu·t! gr('('ni'ih-}dlo~ It'ad 'Aith ("oppt'r ~laZt', Th(' datr-ran!itt'
of th(' mc(h('\.'al wart' is prnbably c. \200-1 \00 AD
Addi/101UJt Itmu mtiud(' on(' pi('t(' or glass. a iarg(' iron kq and pi('("(''i uf dnor furniturt' , I~('tlwr \\ ilh ,("\('ral
Olh('r ,mall iron ,Uld mt'lal il('ms (nol ancient!,
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