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Many leuers sent to Miller were recovered in 1950 from his descendanlS in Canada and 
al"e now in the \Varwickshire County Record Office. Because his work was not clone for 
commercial gain there are of course no records of pa}'l11enL. \Vhen the family memorabilia 
was dispel-sed by being thrown away or put up for sale, the diaries came lO light. The first, 
covering Lhe period from October 1749 LO epLember 1750, gives deLails of eSLaLe 
management, arch iteclU ral design and the economic and social life of ilS writer and his 
circle. The second, which rlillS from April 1756 to January 1757 opens with death of hb 
mother and much of its content records his own declining health and increasing ability to 
cope with the demanding life of a country squire. Despite that Miller was a friend of Pill the 
Elder and the struggle to get the Inclosure Act f01- Radway Field through Parliament was 
'critica l to his financial stabil ity and survival'. This was, however, the period of two of his 
leading commissions, the Shire Hall at War'wick and the gl'eat hall of Lacock Abbey. 

The texts of the Dial-ies themselves take up some 275 pages. Miller's shorthand entries 
are given in italics and below them is an expanded version supplied by the editor. The diary 
section of the book would prove heavy going for those without considerable knowledge of 
and interest in this period and pan of the country. But there are some hidden gems which 
entertain or instruct in the fields of gardening. heallh, food and drink, expenses, music, 
social life, leisure and of course architectural ideas and developmellls. 

Miller suffered from indigeslion and in later life from serious depression which resulLed 
in bouls of insanity. The 55-page Memoir of James Mentealh which was wriuen while he was 
confined in a private and humane asylum in Lincolnshire shows evidence of Miller's 
disturbed mental condition. It ne\"enheless provides an inside into Oxford student life in the 
17305 and there are frequent references - not all of them flattering - to people and places 
mainly in the Banbury area but also as far south as Thame and Long Crendon. 

A1though the entire work is a valuable contribution to eighteenth-century studies, it is the 
43-page imJ"oduction which will probably be the most interesting and useful part of the book 
to the gencl-ai reader for its summari/ing of the activities of a country gentleman. 
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