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and that of high-ranking police officers, he has also done research in libraries and visited
scenes of crimes.

The book consists of accounts of twelve real-life murders dating from the early 18th
century to the end of the 19th from all over the historic county of Oxfordshire. These are
‘We are murdered!’, a poaching tale from the Wychwoods in 1824; ‘A poaching I will go’,
Wood Eaton 1835; “The Widow’s mite’, Woodcote, 1839; “Unrequited love’, Witney 1871;
‘Darling Polly ... Your affectionate Harry’, Cassington 1877; ‘Bad blood at Blenheim Park’,
Woodstock 1885; ‘I think I've made a good job of it’, Chipping Norton 1887; “This gipsy was
no gentleman’, Headington 1887; “The murderer who travelled in ladies’ underwear’,
Oxford 1931; ‘“The red Mini murder’, Rumerhedge Wood 1967; “The murder of the Finnish
Girl’, Kingswood 1983; and ‘Flagged down for murder’, Hampton Poyle 1990.

It is unusual to find included in a book on murders such recent examples as that of the
‘Finnish Girl" and ‘Flagged down for murder’, both of which remain unsolved. We are more
used to coming across the Red Barn type of murder, still horrible but somehow to us remote
and unreal. It is interesting to learn how real policemen conduct a murder investigation
after becoming used to a television diet of Inspector Morse and Midsomer Murders, both
series being set in Oxfordshire. Indeed, the murder of the Finnish Girl was too close to The
Way through the Woods for good taste so that the screening of this particular episode had to be
postponed.

Although this is by no means typical of the books reviewed in Oxoniensia, it is good
example of its genre and recommended if your taste in reading material runs to murder and
the macabre.

MARILYN YURDAN
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